
MC USA Reporting on Special Delegate Session 
From Board of Deacons 

 
The MC USA Special Delegate Session was held in Kansas City on May 27-30, 2022.  Three resolutions were voted on in addition 
to adopting a resolution for denominational study titled, “For Justice in the Criminal Legal System.”  
 
The delegates unanimously approved the first resolution addressing accessibility for disabled people.   
 
The delegates also approved a resolution that retires the denomination’s Membership Guidelines.  This decision reflects the 
current practices, which place the responsibility for discipline of pastors performing same-sex covenant ceremonies at the 
conference level rather than at the denomination level.  This resolution passed with 82.8% of the delegates.   
 
The final resolution voted on was the resolution for “Repentance and Transformation,” which calls for the church to repent of 
harm done to LGBTQ people as a result of the membership guidelines and calls for broader inclusion of LGBTQ individuals in the 
denomination.  This resolution passed with a thin majority of 55.7%.  As a deacon board we recognize that this resolution has 
the potential for serious implications.  This resolution does not force any change on us at Bethesda or on Central Plains 
Mennonite Conference.  However, it does invite us to respond deliberately, prayerfully, and thoughtfully.   
 
The deacons and pastors have already been in conversation with conference ministers and congregations from around Central 
Plains for the last couple of months and we plan to participate in the Central Plains Mennonite Conference (CPMC) gathering 
June 16-19, 2022, in Freeman, South Dakota.  Please be in prayer for the delegates as we meet. 
 
We will be attending CPMC to learn more about the process the conference will use in the next year to discern the implications 
of this resolution for our shared life together.  There are no actions items on the agenda related to the “Repentance and 
Transformation” resolution at this time. We plan to update the congregation following the conference.   
 
In the meantime, we encourage you to be in prayer.  if you have questions or concerns, please visit with a deacon or Pastor 
Chelsea or Pastor Andrea.   If you want to learn more about these resolutions, please visit 
www.mennonitechurchusa.org/special-delegate-session-2022/   
 

http://www.mennonitechurchusa.org/special-delegate-session-2022/

