
 
 

A tool for evaluating Materials and Programing at Bethesda Mennonite 

Church 
 

Why Evaluate? 

The 4 Elements of Christianity is a tool, completed yearly, for tracking and reporting all 

areas under the authority of the Board of Education. By having a consistent and shared 

standard of evaluation, space is created for diverse experiences in faith formation to be 

explored, while staying true to our central mission and purpose: to facilitate a Christian 

education consistent with the “Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective.” This 

guide offers an overview of the 4 elements for each committee/program to consider as 

we jointly create an environment that nurtures and supports the faith formation throughout 

all life stages. Use this guide to help your ministry area both celebrate the work done and 

to incorporate new strategies and approaches to enrich its vocation. It is not expected 

that every program incorporates every element, however, it is through the use of this tool, 

the Board of Education may see that every element is being explored in the overall 

programing of Bethesda.   

 

How to use this tool: 

1. Invite those responsible for the implementation of ministry programing to meet for 

evaluation. (Such a group might include pastors, deacons, Christian educators, 

parents, or perhaps even college or seminary students with an interest in 

Anabaptist teachings or curriculum evaluation from a Mennonite perspective.) 

2. Discuss your purpose, and distribute copies of this evaluation tool.  

3. Encourage the group to review the categories listed and to add any additional 

criteria unique to your own ministry/committee. Then, using the categories and 

criteria listed, review the resources collected. Provide evidence of how the 

categories are expressed in your ministry.  

4. Share your results with the Board of Education. If possible, discuss and decide on 

appropriate ways to share your process and findings with the congregation, as well 

as changes that can be made to improve your ministry’s offering. 

Worship Education Community Mission 

4 Elements of Christianity 



 

 

Element 1.) Worship: Showing reverence for and the celebration of God. 

Materials and programing offer diverse understanding of corporate and individual 

worship practices.            

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer diverse understanding of worship as an action and 

a lifestyle. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Element 2.) Community: Building and maintaining safe relationships with others. 

Materials and programing offer diverse understandings of how to build safe, 

peaceful corporate communities. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer diverse understandings of how to build safe, 

peaceful family/home life communities. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer diverse understandings of how to build safe, 

peaceful intrapersonal (self) relationship. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

Element 3.) Education: Growing in the knowledge of God. 

Materials and programing offer opportunities to recount God’s overarching story 

throughout the Bible. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer a concrete understanding of what separates (sins) 

humanity from God, and what reunites (redemption through Christ’s sacrifice) 

humanity with God. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer opportunities to explore personal study/learning 

skills and habits (i.e.: how to read the Bible, table of contents, Bible reading 

challenge etc.).  

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Element 4.) Mission: Sharing and expressing faith in Christ in the current culture. 

Materials and programing offer opportunities to explore diverse ways of expressing 

and sharing faith in the current culture. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Materials and programing offer support and resources to identify gifts and talents. 

Evidence:________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 


