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Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have 

a small boat ready for him, to keep the people 

from crowding him.      

 Mark 3.9 

MARK 3.9 

About a year and  a half ago, the Board of Deacons asked 

me to start envisioning the plan for a sabbatical. And in 

the weeks afterward, I stumbled around attempting to 

imagine what I would do with that gift. One evening, I 

stumbled across a verse in Mark’s Gospel where Jesus  

instructs his disciples to get a boat ready. Honestly, I had 

always assumed that the presence of a boat in Jesus life 

and ministry with the disciples was happenstance. It 

seemed to  appear as divine provision only when it was 

needed. Apparently not. It was a part of the plan.  

I started paying specific attention to boats in the gospels 

- particularly in Mark’s Gospel. For example, in Mark’s 
Gospel alone, boats are a place where Jesus finds and 
calls his disciples (1.19). Boats are a place where Jesus 
teaches the crowds (4.1). They are where we struggle 
against the wind and the waves (4.37), and where we seek 
to be together away from the crowds (6.32). Boats are a 
place of spiritual formation where we learn to see Jesus in 
unexpected ways (6.51). I began to see a boat as being a 
space for the incubation of God’s work in my life and 
relationship with him.

However I used my sabbatical time, I knew that I didn’t 

want to sit on my hands—I would need a project. And so, 

I decided to build a canoe. While stepping outside my 

normally practiced skill set, my goal will be to prayerfully 

reflect on the ways that God is preparing me and our 

congregation for the coming season of life.  

As a shared practice, Pastor Andrea and Pastor Chelsea 

and the Board of Deacons will be reading the book, 

‘Canoeing the Mountains’  by Tod Bolsinger along with 

me while I’m gone with the goal of fostering imaginative 

conversations about the future.   

 BOATS TO BUILD 

• For my family as I have time with them...that we

may experience growth and renewal together;

• For my health...that I may experience true physical

relaxation as well as emotional revitalization and

spiritual renewal;

• For Spirit-directed choices in my study, prayer, and

reflection that I would be drawn into the Word for

renewing of mind and soul (John 15.4);

• For renewed identity in Christ rather than in daily

work (Galatians 2.20);

• For renewed joy in the presence of God (Psalm

16:11)

We ask that you prayerfully uphold us during 

this time. These are some ways you can pray: 


