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Congregational Meeting 
Next Sunday, April 30, 2017, a congregational meeting will be held to 
finalize the layout for sanctuary seating.  The Facility Review Task Group 
will be proposing three options for Bethesda members to consider.  Youth 
will be serving lunch at noon as a fund raiser for the MC USA Convention 
trip to Orlando, Florida, this summer.  The congregational meeting will take 
place immediately following lunch.  (This will replace our normal potluck 
meal for the month of April.) 
Absentee ballots are available in the church office until Thursday, April 27.   
Only after a personal request is made (in writing, by email or by phone), 
can someone else pick up an absentee ballot for you.     
 
Central Plains Mennonite Conference Annual Meeting 
The CPMC Annual Meeting will be held June 15-18, 2017, at Spirit of Peace 
UCC in Sioux Falls, SD.   Registrations are available online at 
centralplainsmc.org or you may pick up a registration on the table outside 
the church office.   Early registration ends April 30.   Please sign up on the 
east bulletin board if you plan to be a delegate for Bethesda Mennonite 
Church. 
 
Elective Sunday School Class:  The Life and Ministry of 
Paul 
Journey to the ancient sites in Greece and Turkey 
through video lessons to learn more about Paul’s call 
and God’s call for you today.  This Sunday school class, 
studying the life of Paul, will run through the month of April.  All are invited 
to attend. Jan Friesen is teaching the class in the Powerhouse room. 
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WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 
SUNDAY, April 23 

8:45 a.m.  Deacons Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
10:40 a.m. Catechism Students meet with Board of Deacons 

7:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study – Jeff and Tami Peters’ home 
 

MONDAY, April 24 
7:00 p.m. Bethesda Women’s April Birthday gathering 
8:00 p.m. Church Council 

 
TUESDAY, April 25 

8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 

 WEDNESDAY, April 19 
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Powerhouse 

 Chancel Choir will NOT meet 
   

SATURDAY, April 22 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Perks) 

 
Next SUNDAY, April 30 

  9:30 a.m. Worship 
Pastor – Jim Voth 

Offering – Swan Lake Christian Camp 
Special Music – Powerhouse 

Pianist – Marilyn Kroeker 
12:00 – Meal served by Bethesda Youth 

12:45 – Congregational Meeting 
 
 

2017 Yearbooks are here!  You will find them in the racks as you enter the 
sanctuary.  



CHURCH FAMILY 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 
Prayer Requests 
Kimberly Goossen University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Marcee VandenBerg University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Lula Bergen Henderson Community Hospital 
Linda Kroeker Henderson Community Hospital 
Kermit Peters Bryan LGH East 

 
Sympathy 
Ray Friesen, age 94, passed away on Saturday, April 15, 2017.   Funeral 
services were held on Wednesday, April 19, 2017.  Sympathy is extended 
to his children: Ralph (Kathy) Friesen, Ken (Carol) Friesen, Emily (Murry) 
Ries and LaDonna (Roger) Miller; 12 grandchildren; 16 great grandchildren 
and two great-great grandchildren; sister Betty Braun; brother-in-law 
Elmer Friesen; and sisters-in-law Nina Heiser, Jennie Friesen, Alvina (L.G.) 
Davolt and Norma Friesen.  
 
Please keep our catechism students in your prayers:  Kate Bergen (Brian 
and Angie Bergen), Lane Huebert (Phil and Melissa Goertzen), Ben Mestl 
(Jim and Gina Mestl), Peyton Ott (Justin and Tammy Ott), Bailey Peters (Jeff 
and Tami Peters) and Sydney Siebert (Leo and Susan Siebert).   Baptism will 
be Sunday, May 14. 
 
All Graduates!! 
Please notify the church office if you have a graduate in the family, whether 
preschool, high school, college or graduate school.  These names will be 
listed in the May 7 bulletin.  Thank you!  
 
Pastor Andrea will return from maternity leave on May 1. 
 
Parent Child Dedication will be held on Sunday, May 28, 2017.   Please 
notify the church office at 402-723-4562 or sign up in the church office if 
you would like to have your child dedicated. 

 
 

 
  



ACROSS THE STREET AND AROUND THE WORLD 
 
Prayers for People in the Congo 
Many of you have had the family of Michael (MJ) Sharp in your prayers 
following his kidnapping and death.  MJ was working on a United Nations 
peace-building mission in the Congo. Lynda Hollinger-Janzen recently 
published an informative article on the area of Congo where MJ was 
working. She reports that more than 5,000 Congolese Mennonites 
(representing between 30-40 congregations) have had to flee into the bush 
for their safety.  See the report on the east bulletin board for details. 

Pastor Max Villatoro Update from Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
Advocates for Pastor Max work to bring him back to the US legally. They 
hope to receive an answer on our petition by mid to late summer. Max has 
been living in Mexico with a valid visa. His visa requires him to make 
periodic returns to Honduras. On April 6, when Max tried to return to 
Mexico, he was detained for 24 hours at the airport and sent back to 
Honduras due to new rules that do not allow people who have been 
deported from the US to live in Mexico. His detention was all too 
reminiscent of the trauma he experienced in his deportation from the US 
almost exactly two years ago. 
 
From the Prayer Vine – Mennonite Mission Network 
Ministries among refugees are a significant part of Mission Network’s 
engagement in Australia, Turkey, the United States, Southeast Asia and 
Western Europe.  Pray for peace in the world, safe places for all people, and 
that mission workers will continue to share Jesus’ love in culturally 
appropriate ways. 
 
School Kit Bags  
There are still many school kit bags that need to be sewn. You may pick 
them up and return them to the room across from the office.  If you need 
help or instructions on how to sew them, contact Adeline Huebert or Lindy 
Siebert.   Thank you for your help! 
 

Backpack Program  
Remember to sign up on the bulletin board in the east 
hallway for the Backpack Program.  Food on and under 
the table outside the office is available for use in the 
backpacks. 



 
Living Water Rescue Mission’s 7th Annual Golf Classic 
Calling all golfers…the Living Water Rescue Mission is asking area churches 
to consider sending a golf team to play in their 4 person golf scramble on 
June 23 at the York Country Club, York, Nebraska.   Please check the east 
bulletin board for information.   
 
Swan Lake Marathon 
Swan Lake Christian Camp will hold its 15th annual marathon on June 11 in 
Viborg, South Dakota.   All proceeds benefit Swan Lake Christian Camp’s 
scholarship program.    Register online at www.itsyourrace.com.   For more 
information, see the flier on the east bulletin board. 
 
Suicide Prevention Team Development 
Four Corners Health Department, in partnership with Region V Systems and 
the Seward Suicide Prevention Coalition is planning to develop a LOSS 
(Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors) Team in the Four Corners District 
(Seward, York, Butler and Polk Counties).   An informative event will take 
place on Thursday, May 4, 2017, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Civic Center 
Auditorium, 616 Bradford, Seward, Nebraska.   For more information, see 
the flier on the east bulletin board. 
 

FINANCIALS 
 
Worship Offering Sunday, April 16 N, 2017 
Worship Attendance - 448 
 Sunday School Attendance –  79 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ........................................ 13,327.00 
Reach Int’l – Sam/Sherri ..................................................................... 75.00 
Facility Renovation Fund – Parking Lot ............................................ 200.00 
Technology Improvement Fund/Sound ........................................... 110.00 
Swan Lake Christian Camp ................................................................. 40.00 
Benevolent Fund .............................................................................. 300.00 
Radio / Live Streaming ..................................................................... 135.00 
Worship Offering ................................................................ $14,187.00 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................. $61.24 
Total Sunday Offering ......................................................... $14.248.24 
 
Maundy Thursday, Benevolent Fund ...................................... $1,654.0 



YOUTH 
 
For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith 
Formation page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.    
 
Catechism will meet with the Board of Deacons today during the Sunday 
School hour. 

Powerhouse (high school) will meet Wednesday, April 26, at 7:00 p.m. 
for a time of worship and to prepare to lead worship on Sunday, April 30. 

Youth Bible Study will be held at 7:30 p.m. this evening at Jeff and Tami 
Peters’ home. 
 
Fundraiser Meal 
The youth will be serving a fundraising meal next Sunday, April 30 at noon. 
Youth are needed to help set-up, serve and clean-up. Please sign up in the 
Powerhouse room. Youth are also asked to bring salads (20 needed) and 
desserts (bars, cakes or dessert –18 needed). Each salad or dessert needs 
to serve 12-15 people. Please have your food to the kitchen by 9:30 a.m. 
next Sunday. 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 
 
All women with an April birthday are invited to the Bethesda Women’s 
Ministries April birthday party on Monday, April 24 at 7:00 p.m. at Jo 
Buller’s home.   Jo Buller and Berdine Buller will be hostesses for the 
evening.  Please sign up on the east bulletin board to attend. 
 
 “Celebrate Women” Banquet 
Bethesda Women's Ministry will hold the 8th Annual “Celebrate Women” 
Banquet in the church Fellowship Hall on Monday, May 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
Luann Yutzy, former interim pastor at Bethesda and current interim pastor 
at Hoffnungsau Mennonite Church, Inman, Kansas, will be speaking on 
"Traveling Lightly.”  Her message will incorporate the themes of being 
aware of our lives as liminal space, traveling as guests in this world, 
embracing it all, and holding loosely to things while holding people close. 
Addie Swartzendruber and Brooklyn Epp will bring special music.  

    

http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/


  

 

 

 

 

“Swan Lake Christian Camp… you are invited to join us at Swan Lake Christian Camp 
for a fun-filled summer! At Swan Lake, campers will: 

• Grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ through devotions, 
Bible studies, and nightly campfires. 

• Enjoy swimming, canoeing or sailing on Swan Lake. 
• Roast hotdogs and eat marshmallows with friends. 

Build friendships that model Christ’s love within the cabin group while 
engaging in fun crafts and outdoor games.” 
 

SCHEDULE 
 
Cottontail Day Camp (Pre K & K) ..................................................... June 12 
Chipmunk Day Camp (1st & 2nd grade) ............................................ June 26 
3rd Grade Camp ............................................................................... July 5-7 
4th Grade Camp ......................................................................... June 13-16 
5th Grade Camp ......................................................................... June 18-23 
6th Grade Camp ............................................................................. July 9-14 
Junior High Camp ..............................................................July 30-August 4 
Senior High Camp ........................................................................ July 23-28 

*All grades refer to 2016-17 school year. 
 
Registrations are available online.  Please register to attend camp at 
www.myslcc.com.    Bethesda’s Medical/Tranportation form is also 
available online at www.bethesdamc.org.   Click the “Ministries” tab and 
scroll down to “Swan Lake Christian Camp.”  All campers must fill out this 
form and pay the transportation fee before departing for camp.   

Continued on next page…… 

 

 

http://www.myslcc.com/
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SWAN LAKE CAMP CONTINUED….. 

* NEW THIS YEAR….all drivers must fill out a “Driving History/Release 
Form” found in the same section; as well as leave a copy of their driver’s 
license in the church office.  Please call the church office with any 
questions. 

*Register by May 1 to receive a free t-shirt! 
 
Note to Parents:  Your child/children are invited to attend Swan Lake 
Christian Camp at NO CHARGE this summer because of a gift from 
Bethesda’s South Central Fellowship Class.  The members of this Sunday 
school class recognize the impact that SLCC has had on their faith journey, 
their children’s and the children and youth of Bethesda and desire that 
every youth/child be able to attend SLCC, grow in their relationship with 
Christ, enjoy the nature God created, and build friendships.  
*When registering your child for camp, check the appropriate church 
scholarship amount to pay for the cost of the camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


