
 

 
 

In the Gospels, there is an overwhelming call to be 

restored, often in the midst of the depths of 

humanity as we experience  

our thirst, hunger, breath, sight, and temptation,  

but turn to wondering and hoping. 

 

We invite you to enter into this Lenten journey of 

new life.  This is not a journey of perfection,  

but one where we face both the limits of our 

humanity and our need for divine transformation.   

Restore us, O God! 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Worship 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Restore us, O God!  We breathe. 
Henderson, Nebraska 

April 2, 2017, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end;  
attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life.   

Romans 8:6 (MSG) 
 

Prelude                                                                                      Laura Steingard, Organist 
“My Song Is Love Unknown” Burkhardt 

“O Sacred Head Now Wounded” Burkhardt 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Hobby 

“Ah, Holy Jesus” Burkhardt & Cherwien 
 

 “God is Here” Glen Wonacott                                                              Mixed Octet                                                                                                                        
 

Welcome & Call to Worship          Tammy Ott                                                         
Leader: Come.  Bring your weary bones and your crushed souls. 

All: Now is the time to worship the life-giving Spirit. 
Leader: Come.  Bring your dashed hopes and broken dreams. 

All: Now is the time to worship the life-giving Spirit. 
Leader: Come.  Bring your heavy sorrow and lingering sadness. 

All: Now is the time to worship the life-giving Spirit. 
Leader: Bring all that you have and all that you are.  The Spirit is here to 

breathe life into all that is lifeless. 
                                                                                                                                                                            
* “Holy Spirit, Come with Power”                                                                       HWB 26   

(Children are invited to come forward during stanza 3.) 
 
Children’s Focus                                                                                     Tara Maltsberger                                                                                                       
   
“Breath of God” Eugene Englert                                                                       Mixed Octet 
                                                                                                        
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 Tammy Ott  
 
Congregational Prayer   Pastor Seth Miller                 
 
 * “Spirit of the Living God”                                          HWB 349  
 
Gospel Reading: John 11:1-4, 17, 34-44                                          Tammy Ott 

Reader: This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God! 



 
Sermon                                   “Enjoy the Breath!”                                Pastor Jim Voth 
 
Confession & Words of Assurance                                                        Pastor Jim Voth 

Leader: God, we confess that when we look into the valleys of our lives, 
we are tempted to fix our gaze on the remnants of our past.  We 
see the dry bones, and we doubt in our minds – “Will these bones 
ever live?” 

All: But in the midst of our doubt, we proclaim that you are the life-
giving Spirit.  You breathe new life into all that is dead. 

Leader: For you, O God, raised up the dry bones in the valley.  Your Son, 
Jesus, brought Lazarus out from the tomb, and your Spirit lifted 
anew the hearts of the disciples.  Teach us, O Lord, to wait for 
your breath. 

All: Blow your mighty wind into the hollow chambers of our hearts, 
that we may never settle for death but rise again as your 
beloved people. 
(Pause for silent confession.) 

Leader: God, holy Breath, 
All restore us. 

Leader: But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, 
serve you, once more.  Our whole selves waited for you, O Lord, 
and you answered us.  In you there is unfailing love and full 
redemption.  You redeem us from all our sins.  Amen. 

      
* “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                                         HWB 356  
 
Announcements                                                                                               Tammy Ott 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Offering to God: Mennonite Church USA                                                    Tammy Ott 
    Offertory: “Prelude in E Minor” Bach                                                 Laura Steingard 
 
* Benediction                                                                                            Pastor Jim Voth 
 
* “May the Grace of Christ our Savior”                                                      Mixed Octet 
                                       
Greeting one another…   
     “The peace of Christ be with you… and also with you.”   
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Mixed Octet 

Brent & Rebecca Buller, Kurt & Kathryn Goertzen,  
Royce & Carol Janzen, Dale & Laura Steingard 

 

 
 
 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


