
 

In the Gospels, there is an overwhelming call to be 

restored, often in the midst of the depths of 

humanity as we experience  

our thirst, hunger, breath, sight, and temptation,  

but turn to wondering and hoping. 

 

We invite you to enter into this Lenten journey of 

new life.  This is not a journey of perfection,  

but one where we face both the limits of our 

humanity and our need for divine transformation.   

Restore us, O God! 
 
 

 
Welcome to Worship 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 

First Sunday of Lent 

Restore us, O God!  We hunger. 
Henderson, Nebraska 

March 5, 2017, 9:30 a.m. 
 

It was by one man's offense that death came to reign over all, but how 
much greater the reign in life of those who receive the fullness of grace and 
the gift of saving justice, through the one man, Jesus Christ.  

Romans 5:17 (The New Jerusalem Bible) 
 

Prelude                                                                        Laura Steingard, Organist 
 

“Christ we do all Adore Thee” Theodore Dubois                       Chancel Choir 
  Directed by Rod Drews, Accompanied by Laura Steingard                                                                                                                                

 
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                            Daphne Hall    

Leader: In the midst of a myriad of distractions, we gather, longing 
for you. 

All: Restore us, O God!  We hunger. 
Leader: In the midst of the temptation to live in fear, we gather, 

trusting in you. 
All: Restore us, O God!  We hunger. 

Leader: In the midst of the challenges of daily living, we gather, 
craving your presence. 

All: Restore us, O God!  We hunger. 
Leader: Come, worship the One who feeds our deepest hungers and 

sustains us with love. 
                                                                                                                                                                            
* “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                                                      HWB 46    

(Children are invited to come forward during stanza 3.) 
 
Children’s Focus                                                                                  Cami Buller                                                  
   
“And can it be?” Dan Forrest  (See insert) Chancel Choir 
                                                                                                                                    
Old Testament Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Daphne Hall 
 
Congregational Prayer                 Brent Swartzendruber 
 



 
 * “I Hunger and I Thirst”                                                   HWB 474   
 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11                                                  Daphne Hall 

Reader: This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon                          “What are you hungry for?”            Pastor Jim Voth 
 
Confession & Words of Assurance                                           Pastor Jim Voth 

Leader: God of abundance, you give us all we need.  We confess that, 
too often, we focus on what we don’t have.  We forget that 
it is you who truly sustains us.  Forgive us.  Satisfy us with 
your steadfast love, and help us to take refuge in 
remembering that what you provide is good.  It is enough.  
(Pause for silent confession.) 

Leader: God of abundant grace, 
All: restore us. 

Leader: Rejoice in the Lord and be glad.  Sing praises to the Lord!  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

      
* “Teach me Thy Truth”                                        HWB 548 
   
Announcements                                                                                Daphne Hall   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Offering to God:  Mennonite Church USA                                    Daphne Hall   
   Offertory                                                                                    Laura Steingard 

(Children may bring “My Coins Count” offerings,  
as well as collect them from congregational members, and place them in the 

copper bowl at the front of the church.) 
 
* Benediction                                                                               Pastor Jim Voth 
 
* “Go in the Grace of the Lord” James Barnard Chancel Choir                                                                        

                                        
Greeting one another…                                                                                     

“The Peace of Christ be with you… and also with you.”                                   
                          *Indicates those who are able, please stand. 

All are invited to participate in the Christian education hour and to stop 
by the Coffee Spot located in the Fellowship Hall. 
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