
 

 
 

In the Gospels, there is an overwhelming call to be 

restored, often in the midst of the depths of 

humanity as we experience  

our thirst, hunger, breath, sight, and temptation,  

but turn to wondering and hoping. 

 

We invite you to enter into this Lenten journey of 

new life.  This is not a journey of perfection,  

but one where we face both the limits of our 

humanity and our need for divine transformation.   

Restore us, O God! 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Worship 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 

Third Sunday of Lent 

Restore us, O God!  We thirst. 
Henderson, Nebraska 

March 19, 2017, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Powerhouse band invites you to sing along 
as they provide worship music this morning. 

Prelude                                                                                        Marilyn Kroeker, Pianist 
“You are Holy” PH 46 

“East to West” 
“Blessed be Your Name” PH 10 

 
“Holy Spirit, You are Welcome Here”                     Powerhouse 

 Directed by Brian Leisher 
Accompanied by Jay & Marilyn Kroeker, Kim Siebert                                                                                                                              

 
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                                 Brent Swartzendruber 

Leader: In a dry and weary land, 
All: restore us, O God. 

Leader: Parched and depleted, 
All: restore us, O God. 

Leader: Longing for your Living Water, 
All: restore us, O God. 

Leader: We thirst.  Receive our worship as a sign of our yearning for you. 
                                                                                                                                                                            
* “Come, let us all Unite to Sing”                                                      HWB 12      

(Children are invited to come forward during stanza 3.) 
 
Children’s Focus                                                                                       Pastor Jim Voth                                                                         
   
“Grace Flows Down” PH 20                                                                          Powerhouse 
                                                                                                        
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1-7                                    Brent Swartzendruber 
 
Congregational Prayer       Pastor Seth Miller                 
 
 * “Rain Down”                                                  STJ 49   
 
Gospel Reading: John 4:5-38                                                      Brent Swartzendruber        

Reader: This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon                                                “I Thirst”                                      Pastor Jim Voth 
 



Confession & Words of Assurance                                                        Pastor Jim Voth 
Leader: O God, you are the Living Water.  You restore us to life.  We 

confess that in the desert moments of our lives we forget your 
faithfulness.  Our bodies grow tired; our hearts dry up.  Our 
minds become clouded and we do not remember that you are 
our deliverer. 

All: When we see the dryness behind and before us, we quarrel 
among ourselves and burden one another.  We cry out: “Is the 
Lord even among us?” 

Leader: Forgive us, O Lord, for in the harshness of life’s desert journey 
we quickly focus on ourselves.  We forget that you have been, 
you are, and you will forever be our deliverer. 

All: Restore in us a remembering spirit, that we may hope in you 
again.  Renew our hearts, O Lord.  Make us generous in our 
praise, that we may worship you anew!  
(Pause for silent confession.) 

Leader: God, our Living Water 
All restore us. 

Leader: Let all who thirst, come. Come and drink from the Living Water.  
Let all who have nothing, come to the Lord.  Come – without 
money or price.  Come and draw freely from the well of our Lord, 
which will never run dry. 

      
* “Oh, have you not Heard”                                                        HWB 606  
   
Announcements                                                                           Brent Swartzendruber           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Offering to God: Central Plains Mennonite Conference        Brent Swartzendruber 
   Offertory                                                                                                Marilyn Kroeker 

(Children may bring “My Coins Count” offerings,  
as well as collect them from congregational members, and place them in the 

copper bowl at the front of the church.) 
 
* Benediction                                                                                            Pastor Jim Voth 
 
* “Sanctuary” PH 39                                                                                      Powerhouse  
                                       
Greeting one another…   
     “The peace of Christ be with you… and also with you.”   
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