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Elective Sunday School Class:  The Life and Ministry of Paul 
The apostle Paul turned the ancient world upside down 
preaching the gospel of Christ’s life, death and 
resurrection.  Journey to the ancient sites in Greece and 
Turkey through video lessons to learn more about Paul’s 
call and God’s call for you today.  An eight-week elective 

Sunday School class, studying the life of Paul, will begin today. Jan Friesen 
will be teaching the class in the Powerhouse room. 
 
Sunday Evening Program -  Pax Service:  An Alternative to War 
Between 1951 and 1976 MCC administered the Pax Program for young men 
of draft age giving opportunity to serve worldwide as an alternative to 
military service.  By the program’s end, 1200 men had served in 42 
countries.  Several men from Bethesda served in this program. 
 
A documentary, produced by Burton Buller of Mennonite Media, highlights 
four of these programs.  Bethesda had members serving in each of the 
programs.  The first segment features rebuilding of housing in post-war 
Germany in which Harold Kroeker was involved.  The second segment takes 
us to Greece where Dick Claassen worked.  In the third segment, we see 
footage of a young John Huebert building a road through the “green hell” 
of the Paraguayan Chaco.  Finally, the fourth segment takes us to the Congo 
where Ron Goertzen worked with African subsistence farmers in the area 
of agricultural development. 
 
Come watch this piece of our legacy of service “In the Name of Christ,” this 
evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Early Registration for Mennonite Church USA Convention 2017 has been 
extended to March 23.  Come to Orlando July 4-8 to celebrate “Love is a 
Verb.”  Learn more at http://convention.mennoniteuse.org/registration. 
 
 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/


WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 

SUNDAY, March 12 
8:45 a.m.  Deacons Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
7:00 p.m. MCC Pax Service Documentary (Fellowship Hall) 

 

MONDAY, March 13 
7:00 p.m. BWM March Birthday Party (Fellowship Hall) 

 

TUESDAY, March 14 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:00 a.m. BWM Sewing & Project Day (Fellowship Hall) 
5:30 p.m. Sunday School Committee 
7:00 p.m. Board of Deacons  
7:00 p.m. Preschool Committee 
7:00 p.m. Facility Review Task Group 

 

 WEDNESDAY, March 15 
9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study (The Upper Room) 

12:00 p.m. Lent Service 
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Mission:Possible Midweek 
7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE  
7:00 p.m. Powerhouse 
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
9:00 p.m. Lent Service 

  

SATURDAY, March 18 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Perks) 

 
Next SUNDAY, March 19 

  9:30 a.m. Worship 
Pastor – Jim Voth 

Offering – Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
Special Music – Powerhouse 

Music – Brian Leisher, Jay and Marilyn Kroeker, Kim Siebert 



CHURCH FAMILY  
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Kimberly Goossen University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Joyce Friesen Memorial Hospital 
Kenneth R. Friesen Nebraska Heart Insitute 
  
Please keep our catechism students in your prayers:  Kate Bergen (Brian 
and Angie Bergen), Lane Huebert (Phil and Melissa Goertzen), Ben Mestl 
(Jim and Gina Mestl), Peyton Ott (Justin and Tammy Ott), Bailey Peters (Jeff 
and Tami Peters) and Sydney Siebert (Leo and Susan Siebert). 
 
Death 
Mable Siebert, age 88, of Henderson, Nebraska passed away on Saturday, 
March 4, 2017 at the Henderson Care Center.  Services were held March 7 
at Bethesda.  Those surviving are sons Don (Chery) Siebert of Henderson, 
Nebraska and Keith (Susanne) Siebert of Marfa, Texas; daughter JoAnn 
(Mike) Friesen of Henderson, Nebraska; daughter-in-law Margie Siebert of 
Henderson, Nebraska; grandchildren Tara (Brent) Swartzendruber of 
Henderson, Nebraska; Chad (Lisa) Siebert of Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
Bobbie (Jonathan Mierau) Lebow of Lincoln, Nebraska; Tina Siebert of 
Lincoln, Nebraska; T.J. Siebert of Checotah, Oklahoma; A.J. (Heather) 
Siebert of Mesa, Colorado; Orin (Amy) Siebert of Fruita, Colorado; 
Cassandra (Brett) Klingenberg of Beatrice, Nebraska; Garrett (Jenna) 
Friesen of Elkhorn, Nebraska; Trenton (Rachel) Friesen of Omaha, 
Nebraska; 18 great-grandchildren; sister Blanche Franz; sisters-in-law 
Wilma Dick and Elva Janzen; and many nieces and nephews.  Please keep 
the family in prayer during these days of remembering and grieving.   
 
Address Updates 
Matthew and Jessica Whitney 2930 Cheyenne Drive  
 Alliance, NE 69301 
 
Marian Peters Memorial Community Care Room 509 
 1423 7th Street Aurora, NE 68818 
 
We would like to help welcome baby Kierran and show our love and 
support to Mike, Pastor Andrea and Jacinta.  If you are interested in taking 
a meal to them, please contact Joy Friesen at 402-723-4399. 



New Office Assistant 
We are excited to announce the hiring of Tara Swartzendruber to fill the 
Office Assistant position.  She will begin her regular schedule of Tuesday 
morning, Wednesday and Thursday, on Monday, March 13. Welcome Tara! 

Steve Michel, Church Council Chair 
 
Colored Pencils Needed 
Bethesda is responsible for providing 125 boxes of colored pencils at the 
MCC Relief Sale.  The colored pencils are for school kits.    Colored pencils 
should be boxes of 12 only and can be left outside the church office.  
 

Bethesda Women’s Ministries March birthday party will 
be held Monday, March 13, at 7:00 p.m. north of the 
kitchen in the Fellowship Hall.  Vera Epp will be hostess 

for the evening.  Please bring a poem or story that has special meaning or 
brings laughter.  All women with a March birthday are invited to attend.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the east hallway. 
 
School Kit Bags  
There are still many school kit bags that need to be sewn. You may pick 
them up and return them to the room across from the office.  If you need 
help or instructions on how to sew them, contact Adeline Huebert or Lindy 
Siebert.   Thank you for your help! 
 
MCC Stories from Haiti 
Everyone is invited to hear MCC Stories from Haiti on March 26 during a 
combined adult Sunday school hour.  Ben and Tina Schrag went on an MCC 
learning tour to Haiti in November 2016. The focus of the tour was “Soil to 
Table,” focusing on the history and current realities of both the rural and 
urban areas of Haiti.  Ben farms with Tina's family in Kansas and Tina works 
for MCC Central States in North Newton.  They have two boys, Noah and 
Levi.  Please plan to attend!  
 
MCC Relief Sale Verenike Meal 
Help is needed at the annual MCC Relief Sale verenike meal on Saturday, 
April 1.  Areas of need include host/hostess, helping with set-up, serving 
food, waiting tables, and cleaning up. We are also still in need of 32 dozen 
zwieback and 9 pints of jelly.  If you are able to help, please sign up on the 
east bulletin board or contact Evan and Kristen Friesen at 402-723-5826.   
 

tel:(402)%20723-5826


MCC Relief Sale Verenike Meal Coordinators Needed for 2018   
Four individuals (or two couples) are needed to help coordinate various 
aspects of the verenike meal beginning in 2018.  Ideally, these individuals 
will be able to job shadow the existing coordinators during this year’s 
sale.  To express an interest or request more information, contact Evan and 
Kristen Friesen at 402-723-5826 or Curt and Nancy Friesen at 402-723-
5339. 
 

Backpack Program  
Remember to sign up on the bulletin board in the east 
hallway for the Backpack Program.  Food on and under 
the table outside the office is available for use in the 
backpacks. 

 

YOUTH 
For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith 
Formation page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.    
 
Catechism class will meet with Pastor Seth from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, March 19, and Sunday, March 26.  Testimony retreat will be 
held Sunday, April 2, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Powerhouse (high school) will meet Wednesday, March 15, at 7:00 p.m. 
for a time of worship and to prepare to lead worship on Sunday, March 
19. 

CORNERSTONE (junior high) will meet Wednesday, March 15, at 7:00 p.m. 
for Bible study in The Upper Room.  Bring your Bibles! 

Swan Lake Christian Camp & Retreat Center 
Summer camps are just around the corner!  Information cards with dates 
and costs are available on the bulletin board in the east hallway.  
Scholarships are available for those who qualify.   For more information or 
to register, go online to  www.myslcc.com.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
http://www.myslcc.com/


 

You Are Invited! 

Bethesda Preschool Enrollment Night 

“The Mission of Bethesda Preschool 
is to provide a Christian preschool education for young children 

within an atmosphere of love, acceptance, and guidance.” 

All preschool-aged children (age 3 by July 31 - Pre K) are invited to attend 
the early enrollment night at Bethesda Preschool on Thursday, March 23, 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

This is a great opportunity to see the preschool, meet the teacher, ask 
questions, find out about the schedule for next year, and enroll your 
student in preschool!!  

Interested families will be asked to fill out enrollment paperwork during the 
evening. To secure your child’s spot for the 2017-18 school year, an $80 
non-refundable deposit must accompany your enrollment paperwork. 
Scholarships are available for families who qualify.  

If you have questions, please contact, Kori Lewis, Preschool Director, at 
402-723-4603. 

Bethesda Preschool has a Facebook Page! 

Be sure to “like” us for 

preschool updates and happenings at 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdapreschoolers. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdapreschoolers


FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering Sunday, March 5, 2017 
Attendance – 288 
Sunday School Attendance – 131 
Mennonite Church USA .............................................................. $2,312.25 
Dayspring – Congo ........................................................................... 200.00 
Dayspring – Menno Village – Japan ................................................... 25.00 
Reach International – Sam/Sherri ...................................................... 75.00 
Reach International – Van Fund ....................................................... 100.00 
Benevolent Fund ................................................................................ 50.00 
Technology Improvement Fund/Sound ........................................... 135.00 
Facility Renovation Fund – Parking Lot ............................................ 100.00 
Backpack Project .............................................................................. 150.00 
Youth Service Trips ........................................................................... 100.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts .......................................... 5,065.00 
Worship Offering .................................................................. $8,312.25 
Sunday School Offering ............................................................. $96.00 
Sunday School Projects ............................................................. 950.00 
Total Sunday Offering ........................................................... $9,358.25 
 

Offering Procedures 
 
It is time for a reminder of how offerings are processed because we have new people 
attending both from outside the community and “home-grown” young adults 
establishing homes here. 
 

1.  All checks should be made payable to Bethesda Mennonite Church 

(Bethesda is also acceptable).  Note the project or organization you are giving 

to on the memo line of your check or on your envelope.  The treasurer sends 

funds designated for other entities to those entities after the end of each 

month.  Money given for special projects at Bethesda, such as sound system, 

canner, MCC school kits, etc. are held until needed. 

2. The bulletin always indicates what each Sunday offering is for, i.e., Local 

Church, MC USA, CPMC, AMBS, etc.  If you want your offering to be for 

something different than what is indicated for a particular Sunday, you may 

write a new designation in the memo line of your check or on the outside of 

your envelope. 

3. Local Church offerings supply funds for all budgeted expenses at Bethesda.  

This includes salaries, education (Sunday school, midweek, DVBS, etc.), 

youth ministry, facility upkeep, utilities, bulletins, office supplies, and other 

ministry needs. 



 

 

 

 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
      
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sewing & Project Day 

March 14th 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Menu: Taco Bell Quesadillas and 

 Tossed Salad 

Devotions: Pillar of Presence 

By Virginia Peters 



Nebraska MCC Relief Sale  

Announcements 
The 38th Annual Nebraska MCC Sale is just 

around the corner, Friday and Saturday, 

March 31 – April 1 at the Aurora 

Fairgrounds!  Check out the Nebraska MCC 

Sale Facebook page.  Anyone who has a 

completed project, has a project in progress 

OR has purchased an item to be donated to the 

sale is encouraged to email an image and 

description to kgoertzen@mainstaycomm.net so we can post the picture!  

You may register your quilts, crafts and kids auction items online at 

nebraskamccsale.org.  You can enter items online up to the sale time. 
 

SALE SET-UP:  Volunteers are needed to help set up for the sale on 

Thursday, March 30.  Call congregational contacts, Brad and Kara Janzen, 

if you are available. 
 

MY COINS COUNT:  Don’t forget to collect coins for My Coins Count.  

Please have them counted locally and submit your total by check to the My 

Coins Count booth. 

 
QUILTS:  All quilts need to be in the quilt building no later than 10:00 a.m. 

on Friday, March 31. If that is not possible, please contact Wendy Janzen at 

402-366-2927 to make arrangements for pickup/delivery.  Help is needed at 

the fairgrounds Friday morning to organize the quilts.  Contact Wendy if 

you’re willing to help. 
 

***The Relief Sale Board requests that no pets be in the quilt viewing area.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

FINE ART:  Fine art items are needed for the art booth.  Please contact 

Carrie Bergen at 402-723-4327, 402-710-0488 or e-mail her at 

carrie@mainstaycomm.net.  You can also register your fine art items using 

Carrie’s e-mail address.   
 
KIDS KORNER:  If you would like to help manage the children at the Kids 

Corner, contact Lisa Hendrickson at 402-759-2429 or e-mail 

danli.farms@yahoo.com.  Items appropriate for children are also needed.   
 

 
 

mailto:kgoertzen@mainstaycomm.net
mailto:carrie@mainstaycomm.net


RING MEN (PERSONS):  Have you ever wanted to help at the auction?  

Young and old and in between are needed to help hold items and take bids 

at the auctions.  Contact Kelly Kliewer at colkliewer@hamilton.net or show 

up at the sale Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m.   

 
KIDS AUCTION:  Churches please donate two larger items appropriate for 

the kid’s auction. If there are too many items, they will be placed in the main 

auction.  
 

CRAFTS:  Craft items are needed for the craft booth. Think of items you 

can make to donate to this booth. Re-purposed items are big sellers. Get 

creative! 
 

***Please preprice all items donated to the craft booth and kids corner.   

 

RECYCLING:  If you are interested in recycling and composting and 

would like to see the sale become more GREEN, contact Will 

Swartzendruber at willswartzendruber@gmail.com or Steve Keyser at 402-

239-3631.  Be good stewards by recycling at the sale.   

 
NEW TREASURER:  Contact Tom Swartzendruber PO Box 71 Shickley, 

Nebraska 68436, if you have bills or donations for the relief sale.  Presale 

donations should also be sent to Tom.   
 

PUBLICITY:  Are you interested in publicity duties?  The sale is looking 

for a person to head this committee.  Let board member, Brent Buller, know 

if you are interested!   

 

COMPUTER HELP:  If you would like to help enter items and work with 

the computers at the sale, contact Penny Buller at rpbuller@hamilton.net. 

 
BETHESDA CONTACT COUPLES: 

Brad & Kara Janzen 
 

MCC WATER QUILT:  The MCC Water Quilt will be on display in 

Lincoln, Milford, Beatrice, Shickley and Wood River to promote the water 

project. 

  

 

 

mailto:colkliewer@hamilton.net
mailto:willswartzendruber@gmail.com


SERMON NOTES 
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REMINDER:  The sanctuary will be unavailable from 
June 26, 2017 through October 31, 2017 due to Board of 
Business projects.  They will be painting the ceiling 
beams, rearranging pews to allow more space between 
benches, and replacing lights and carpet.   Please keep 
this in mind as you plan weddings and other events. 


