
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHESDA MENNONITE CHURCH – February 28, 2021 

WELCOME!  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by 

Christ’s love, serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace. 

REACH, GROW, SERVE 

 
Since opportunities may arise for boards or committees to obtain 

financial support from outside entities, any application for funding 

from sources outside of Bethesda Mennonite Church need to be 

approved by Church Council before application for funding is 

submitted.  If you have any questions, please direct them to a 

member of Church Council.  Thank you. 

Church Council 

 

MCC Alumni Gathering July 9-11 at Rocky Mountain Mennonite 

Camp! All MCC alumni are invited to Colorado to relax in the cool 

mountain air this summer. We realize there is still uncertainty about 

summer activities due to COVID-19. At this point, we are planning to 

have this gathering.  All registrations will be refunded if the event gets 

cancelled. We ask that you still go ahead and register if you plan to 

attend. Find all the details, including COVID-19 protocols the camp 

is following and REGISTER at mcc.org/alumni-gathering.  
 
 

Swan Lake Christian Camp will be hosting its Annual Meeting virtually 

via Zoom on March 7 at 4:00 p.m.  If you would like to participate, 

please call the office at 605-326-5690 or email 

campoffice@myslcc.com to get log-in information sent to you.   
 

https://mcc.org/alumni-gathering
mailto:campoffice@myslcc.com


 

 

CONTACT US 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 930 16th Street PO Box 130 Henderson, NE 68371-0130 

Phone: 402-723-4562 

Pastor Seth 717-824-5998; Pastor Gene 580-660-5796; Pastor Andrea 402-710-3195 

Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net Website: www.bethesdamc.org  

Faith Formation Website: www.bmcfaithformation.com  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Worship services are available via: 

• Livestream @ http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live  

• Facebook 

• Radio @ KOOL 103.5 FM 

• Cobalt Cable Channel #3207 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

TUESDAY MARCH 2 

8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting  

8:00 p.m. Preschool 

Committee 

 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 3 

Bulletin Announcements 

Due 

7:00 p.m. Midweek 

7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE 

7:00 p.m. High School Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 7 

8:45 a.m. Deacon/Pastor 

Prayer Time 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

Chelsea Vaught Installation 

Service 

Message: Pastor Seth 

Offering: MC USA 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study 

(Sanctuary) 

 

CHURCH FAMILY 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH 

CONCERNS, GRIEF OR FAMILY NEEDS… 
Jean Siebert, Jane Brehm, Fred Weisheit, Harris 

Peters, Diane Harrison, Jim Epp,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Nancy Friesen, Esther Quiring, Jennie Eck, 

Rachelle Schweitzer, Harvey Smith, Glen Quiring, 

Cheryl Ratzlaff, Ray and Akiko Epp, Lavera Gross 

 
 

Birth 

Copeland Robert, a son, was born February 

19, 2021, to Josh and Mattison Booth of 

North Newton, Kansas.  Local grandparent 

is Robert Hiebner. Congratulations to all!  

Please keep this family in your prayers. 

 

Pastor Seth’s Bible Study “The Story of 

Christianity” continues this evening at 7:00 

p.m. in the sanctuary.  All are welcome to 

attend! 

mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live


 
 

School Kit Bags 

School Kit Bags have been cut, are ready to be sewn, and are in the 

plastic tote across from the church office.  If you have questions, please 

feel free to give Lindy Siebert a  call at 402-723-4376 or 402-366-6716. 
 

 

 

 

 

Bethesda Women’s Ministries 
 

You don’t need to have years of sewing experience to tie a comforter.  

Join us in March for comforter tying, as well as quilting, on Tuesday, 

March 9 & 23 from 1:00-3:30 p.m.   Masks and distancing are 

encouraged at this gathering.   All are welcome!  If you cannot join us, 

consider making a comforter at home.  Instructions can be found at 

mcc.org.  Finished comforters can be brought to the church relief room. 

 

“Handmade comforters are value-added.  Lots of organizations and 

governments send blankets, but MCC handmade comforters are 

significant for their quality and beauty with love stitched into the 

patches.  It says a lot about people caring for people in tangible ways.  

Due to the global pandemic, our partners’ request for material 

resources continues to grow.  In order to fulfill these requests, we need 

to collect 500,000 comforters this year.  Can you help?” – Nadine Zook 

Miller, material resources coordinator for MCC Great Lakes.  Photos of 

beautiful comforters that have been made for MCC’s Great Winter 

Warmup from around the country can be found on MCC’s Facebook 

page. 

 

BWM Postponement & Cancellation information 

Funeral Services:  Funeral services at Bethesda always take 

precedence.  If a funeral is scheduled for a Sewing/Project Day, BWM 

will be moved to the Thursday of that week. 

Inclement Weather:  BWM will follow the lead of Heartland Community 

Schools.  If HCS is closed due to weather, BWM will not meet but plan 

to reschedule for the Thursday of the same week.  Early dismissal will 

postpone evening events. A late start will not affect BWM meetings.  

Along with following school closing announcements, BWM 

postponement information will be shared through the church office 

and church website.  

 



YOUTH 
 
High school youth group (Powerhouse) will be meeting in the sanctuary at 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 3, for Bible study and music.  Bring your 

Bibles.   
 
Junior high youth group (CORNERSTONE) will be meeting in the Upper 

Room at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 3, for Bible study. Bring your 

Bibles.  A zoom link is available for kids to join the youth group from home 

and will be sent via text message.  Please call Tara Maltsberger at 620-

205-9463 if you have questions. 

 

Parents, if you would like to be a part of text updates for your child 

regarding church activities, please contact the church office.  

 

           
 

Remember Who You Are 
Reflections on Identity, Leadership, and Faith  
A Memoir by James M. Lapp is now available! 

 
Framed by his parents’ counsel “Remember who you are,” the author 

describes the pain of losing a spouse; the joy of new love; an insider’s view 

of leadership, along with its challenges and regrets in local and 

denominational settings; and the trajectories of his faith as it keeps being 

reshaped. Here you learn the humor of “overlap,” a personal journey with 

“flattop rebellion,” walking as an important personal discipline, and self-

effacing anecdotes from various settings of life. Readers are presented 

with a series of essays about life from childhood to becoming an 

octogenarian who grapples with his own mortality. One can dip into the 

story at any point of interest to the reader. The thread of family, church, 

and human interest binds the essays together. 

 

James M. Lapp is a graduate of Eastern Mennonite University (1960) and 

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary (1963), with a Doctor of Ministry 

degree from Drew Theological School (1981).  He served as a pastor and 

church executive for nearly 60 years. Now he offers spiritual direction and 

engages in volunteer chaplaincy at Landis Homes, Lititz, Pennsylvania, 

where he and his wife, Miriam F. Book, reside. They are parents of three 

adult children and grandparents of seven. 

 
Books are $15 plus shipping and may be purchased by contacting Mim 

Book at miriamfbook@gmail.com.   A copy will be purchased for our 

church library and will be available for check out. 

 

mailto:miriamfbook@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 

 
 

Take the sting out of winter’s chill by joining “The Great Winter Warm-Up” 

at home!  Throughout the month of February, compassionate people like 

you are giving the gift of warm comforters to those in need.  Last year, 

countless volunteers generously gave of their time and talents to create 

more than 9,000 comforters (a new record!) at events across Canada, the 

U.S. and Europe.  This year, we are asking people to stay safe and 

participate from home instead.  Create a comforter in your own home.  It 

is a great excuse to use up any fabric you have stored up or maybe you 

want to take your mind off things by learning a new skill.  We have plenty 

of tips to help you along the way.   

 

Read the full instructions for making a comforter, watch a video tutorial at 

https://mcc.org/great-winter-warm-up, or pick-up printed instructions on 

the table outside the office. Post a photo or video of any comforter you 

have made and make sure to tag MCC (@MCCpeace) so we can share 

your wonderful and warm creations to inspire others!  Comforters may be 

brought to the relief room at Bethesda and we will then coordinate to 

deliver them to MCC in Newton. 

 

Know someone who has exemplified Christ’s way of peacemaking? 

Nominate them for the annual Peace Mug Award at Central Plains 

Mennonite Conference’s Annual Meeting! Each year someone receives 

this award. Send your nomination to the Peace & Justice Task Group via 

wilmajane17@gmail.com by Friday, March 5. Please include their name, 

contact information, and a simple description why you are nominating 

them. 

 

Lenten Spiritual Practices 

It is not too late to add a spiritual practice or two for Lent! Join Stan Harder 

as he teaches and gives opportunities to try a new spiritual practice each 

Tuesday throughout Lent. Join when you can. For more information about 

the upcoming Lenten Spiritual Practices webinars, visit our website, 

centralplainsmc.org. 

 
 

https://mcc.org/great-winter-warm-up
mailto:wilmajane17@gmail.com


Join MCC for a series of “MCC and Me” webinars to hear more about 

service opportunities. Are you ready to step out and into service? To gain 

new skills and experiences while working for relief, development, and 

peace in the name of Christ?  

MCC is working to adapt our programming as the situation with COVID-

19 develops. All sessions relate to anticipated service needs, though 

timing and some other details may be subject to change.  

•             March 6 at 12 p.m. EST: International service worker 

•             March TBD: Mobile Meat Canner 

For more information and to register: mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-

service-opportunities. 

 

Mennonite Voluntary Service is accepting applications for the 2021-2022 

service term.  Serve, learn, and grow in faith with a community of your 

peers! Visit MennoniteMission.net/MVS to learn more! 
 

The Revelation Blessed Peace Church Matlapana congregation has 

requested funding assistance with facility and ministry needs for their 

rapidly growing congregation.  When Pastor Gene served in Botswana 

with COM/AIMM in the Maun area, he worked in prayer and Bible-

teaching ministry with a number of congregations of this small 

denomination. Church Council has approved a short-term six-month 

giving opportunity (through May 31, 2021) for this project. Offerings may 

be designated "Botswana.” 
 

 

FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering: February 21, 2021 

Worship Attendance: 147 

Sunday School Attendance: 62 

 
Mennonite Church USA/Mennonite Mission Network $185.00 

Swan Lake Christian Camp $20.00 

Bethel College $3,210.00 

Dayspring Ministries $200.00 

Botswana $50.00 

Ashland Fellowship $150.00 

Benevolent Fund $350.00 

Facility Renovations, Parking Lot, Chiller $1,000.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $5,675.00 

Offering Total $10,840.00 

Sunday School Offering $172.00 

Total Sunday Morning Offering $11,012.00 

 

 

 

https://mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-service-opportunities
https://mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-service-opportunities
https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Mennonite%20Voluntary%20Service


MESSAGE NOTES: Mark 11:12-26 (NRSV) 
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CONNECT 
 

For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-

off in the offering or at the church office. 

 

I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Programs  Serving 

 Youth Programs   Baptism 

 Bible Studies   Membership 

 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 

 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please 

enter your email address: 

___________________________________________ 

 

 I am new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 

 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda 

yearbook. 

 

Name  

Address  

City, State, Zip  

Email  

Home Phone  

Cell Phone  

 

My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 

 High School     College 

 Adult 

 

Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 

 

 

 

Please pray for… 

 

 

 
 


