
Call to Worship & Invocation    

Scripture Reading: Habakkuk 1:5-11 

“Look at the nations and watch— 

    and be utterly amazed. 

For I am going to do something in your days 

    that you would not believe, 

    even if you were told. 

I am raising up the Babylonians, 

    that ruthless and impetuous people, 

who sweep across the whole earth 

    to seize dwellings not their own. 

 They are a feared and dreaded people; 

    they are a law to themselves 

    and promote their own honor. 

Their horses are swifter than leopards, 

    fiercer than wolves at dusk. 

Their cavalry gallops headlong; 

    their horsemen come from afar. 

They fly like an eagle swooping to devour; 

    they all come intent on violence. 

Their hordes advance like a desert wind 

    and gather prisoners like sand. 

They mock kings 

    and scoff at rulers. 

They laugh at all fortified cities; 

    by building earthen ramps they capture them. 

Then they sweep past like the wind and go on— 

    guilty people, whose own strength is their god.” 

 

Prayer of Confession: Mark 8:34–37 

Merciful God, we confess that, at times, we have not been sincere Christians. We 

claim to follow Jesus but too often failed to take his path of sacrificial love. We 

profess to be disciples, but we are not always willing to bear the cost of 

discipleship.  We affirm the virtue of self-denial, but we indulge our selfish desires 

and seek earthly gain.  Forgive us, we pray. Free us for sincere repentance 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness: Romans 4:24 

Hear the good news: God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus has been raised 

from the dead for our salvation.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

 

 

Scripture Reading: Habakkuk 1:12-17 

Lord, are you not from everlasting? 

    My God, my Holy One, you will never die. 

You, Lord, have appointed them to execute judgment; 

    you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. 

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 

    you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 

Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? 

    Why are you silent while the wicked 

    swallow up those more righteous than themselves? 

You have made people like the fish in the sea, 

    like the sea creatures that have no ruler. 

The wicked foe pulls all of them up with hooks, 

    he catches them in his net, 

he gathers them up in his dragnet; 

    and so, he rejoices and is glad. 

Therefore, he sacrifices to his net 

    and burns incense to his dragnet, 

for by his net he lives in luxury 

    and enjoys the choicest food. 

Is he to keep on emptying his net, 

    destroying nations without mercy? 

 

Meditation: Why God?  

 

Prayers of Intercession: Genesis 7:17, Mark 1:13 

Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. Thank you for 

ministering to us through angels seen and unseen in times that test us. Thank you for 

claiming us as a people beloved forever.  Because of your great love and care for us, 

we trust you in our brightest joys and deepest needs.  For the church, that in this season 

of fasting and repentance the people of God, with sincere hearts, may amend their lives 

and obey the gospel, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

For all who are a member of this congregation, that they may be the church by humble 

example and give public witness without concern for earthly reward, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

For peace among the nations and integrity within the governments, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer.  

 



For our town and for all who live here, that neighborhoods may be places of hospitality 

and care, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

For the poor and the oppressed, that they may find deliverance from their distress, and 

for all who seek to alleviate human suffering, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

For those who suffer illness of mind or body and for those who care for them, that they 

may be healed of disease and know the joy of abundant life, 

[Silence] 

Holy God, hear our prayer. 

For these concerns and those known only to you, Holy God, we pray in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Charge & Blessing: Isaiah 58:6-8 

Disciples of Jesus,    

observe a Holy Lent: 

loose the bonds of injustice, 

break the yoke of oppression, 

feed the hungry, 

shelter the poor. 

With the blessing of God our maker,   

Christ our redeemer, and the Spirit our sustainer,  

receive the promise of Isaiah: 

Your light shall break forth like the dawn,  

and your healing shall spring up quickly;  

God your protector shall go before you,  

and the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Prayer Service 

February 28, 2018 – 12:00 noon and 9:00 p.m. 
In preparation for the 3rd Sunday in Lent 

Habakkuk 1:5-17 

 

WHY? 

 


