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12:00 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 
 

OPENING WORDS 
Blow the trumpet in Zion;                                                                                           Joel 2:1 
sound the alarm upon the holy mountain!                                                                                            
Let everyone tremble,  
for the day of the Lord is near. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to worship God as the Lenten season begins, aware of our frailty 
and our failings. 
People: We come seeking God's mercy acknowledging our mortality.   
Leader: Having received the waters of baptism. 
People: We come now to be marked with ashes. 
Leader: May we humble ourselves before God not with a yoke of burden, 
People: but with a mantle of freedom in Jesus name. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
The prophet Joel cried out:  Joel 2:12–13 
Return to the Lord with all your heart,  
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
For God is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
Let us confess our sins and repent of all unrighteousness. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (READ TOGETHER) 
Have mercy on me, O God,  Psalm 51 
according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
and blameless when you pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, 
a sinner from my very beginnings. 
 
You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore, teach me wisdom in my heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.  
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones that have been crushed rejoice. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
and do not take your Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,  
and sustain in me a willing spirit.   
 
O Lord, open my lips, 
and my mouth will declare your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
if I were to give you a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.  
The sacrifice that is acceptable to you is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you do not despise.  

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
If you remove the yoke from among you,  Isaiah 58:9b–10 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy  
the needs of the afflicted,  
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom  
be like the noonday.  
In the name of Jesus Christ,  
know that you are forgiven and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PRAYER 
God of our salvation,  
we long to be reconciled to you. 
Help us to clear away any obstacle  
that prevents us from accepting the grace of Christ.  
No matter what we face in this life,  
increase in us knowledge and patience, 
kindness and holiness of spirit,  
genuine love and truthful speech,  
so that, by the power of God at work in us, 
we may live even as we are dying, 
and rejoice in the midst of our sorrows.  
Though it may seem that we have nothing,  
if we are reconciled to you,  
we possess everything, 
through Jesus Christ out Lord. Amen.  

SCRIPTURE READING - ISAIAH 58:1-12 

THE LITANY OF THE ASHES 
We bow our heads before you, O God, 
aware of our sinfulness and our shortcomings. 
Remembering our baptism,  
the watermark of the cross upon us,  
we also receive this ashen cross upon our foreheads -  
another sign 
that in life and in death, 
we belong to you. 



In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray,  
Amen. 
 
IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES 
Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you will return. 

CHARGE 
Disciples of Jesus,   Isaiah 58:6–7 
observe a Holy Lent: 
loose the bonds of injustice, 
break the yoke of oppression, 
feed the hungry, 
shelter the poor. 

BLESSING/BENEDICTION 
With the blessing of God our maker,  Isaiah 58:8 
Christ our redeemer, and the Spirit our sustainer,  
receive the promise of Isaiah: 
Your light shall break forth like the dawn,  
and your healing shall spring up quickly;  
God your protector shall go before you,  
and the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


