
Between Me and You 
 
Throughout scripture we read about the relationship between us and 
God.  God has a deep love for all creation and desires to have an intimate 
relationship with us.  This desire is revealed in promises or covenants 
where God reaches out across generations, beyond our sin and 
brokenness and beyond limits and barriers.  In the visual of the rainbow 
from the first covenant God makes with Noah, we see light stretching to 
the heavens and reaching back to earth as a reminder to God about his 
promises to humanity and all of creation.  Our use of the rainbow as a 
visual in worship also serves as a reminder to us that God is reaching out 
to us.  
  
In a world where promises are made and broken, narrowed, expanded and 
reimagined, we are invited to reflect on God’s covenant with us his 
people.  Over the next weeks of Lent, we will be adding a new color to the 
banners in the front of the sanctuary each week to build a rainbow that 
will remind us of God’s steadfast faithfulness – even in the darkest times.  
  
Old Testament Scripture Drama: Abraham Reader - Ben Mestl; 
Abraham Actor - Aidan Swartzendruber; Sarah Reader - Kate Bergen; 
Sarah Actress - Kaelyn Buller; Narrator - Aaron Buller; God - Kyle Ott 
Lights: Pastor Seth; Regan Weisheit 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 
Henderson, Nebraska 

February 25, 2018 9:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday of Lent 

“Me & You & the Generations After You” 
 

Prelude Marilyn Kroeker, Pianist 
“Your Grace is Enough” PH 50 

“Holy Spirit” 
“Great are You Lord” 

 
“Seed Song”                                                                                       Powerhouse 

Accompanied by Jay & Marilyn Kroeker, Kim Siebert, Kyle Ott                                     
     
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                          Grace Janzen           

Leader: Come, sons and daughters of Abraham and Sarah, nations 
born of barren lands, you who stand here because of 
promises fulfilled, come and worship your God. 

People: We were born through the faith of our ancestors, just as 
our faith will give life to future generations; even as we 
hope against hope, we come to worship our God. 

Leader: Welcome home, children of God.  Welcome to this house of 
God. 

 
* “The God of Abraham Praise”                            HWB 162                                          

(Children may come forward during stanza 3.) 
 

Children’s Focus      Ellyn Hall, Bailey Peters, Regan Weisheit                                                                                        
                                                                
Congregational Prayer                                                         Pastor Andrea Wall                                                                                                   
 
Old Testament Scripture Drama: Genesis 15:1-5, 16:1-2, 17:1-7, 15-16                                         
                                                                                                                                   
“Who But You” Powerhouse 

Soloists: Lane Huebert, Sadie Carr, Bailey Peters 
                                                                                                                                              

Confession:                                                                                    Sydney Siebert 
All: God of our ancestors and our descendants, promising 

Abraham and Sarah children at their age just seems mean.  
For them to believe that promise sounds foolish – almost as 
foolish as expecting that same faithfulness from us.  That 
was then, this is now.  We are not used to waiting.  If 
something we want takes too long, we itch to move on to 
the next thing, even when waiting is important.  Forgive us.  
Forgive our impatience and refusal to believe in what we 



cannot see.  Build in us the willingness to hope against hope.  
Help us to value and contribute to a future yet unseen.  
Instill in us a faith to inspire future generations. 

 
Words of Assurance:                                                                           Peyton Ott 

Leader: I will always keep the promise I have made to you and your 
descendants, because I am your God and their God. 

 
* “Walk by Faith”                                                                                          HWB 570 
 
New Testament Scripture Reading: Romans 4:13-25               Timberly Carr 

Reader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Message                                “Beyond All Hope”                     Pastor Jim Voth 
      
* “My Faith Looks up to Thee”                                                             HWB 565 
    
Announcements                                                                      Pastor Seth Miller                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Offering to God: Local Church                                              Pastor Seth Miller 
Offertory                                                                                      Marilyn Kroeker 

(Children may bring “My Coins Count” offerings,  
as well as collect from the congregation  

and place them in the copper bowl at the front of the church.) 
 

Greeting One Another… 
(During cold and flu season, you are welcome to give verbal greetings.) 

 
* Benediction                                                                               Pastor Jim Voth         

Leader: We are people of God.  We go in God’s love. 
People: We are people of God.  We go in God’s love. 
Leader: To extend God’s love and live God’s promise. 
People: To extend God’s love and live God’s promise. 

 
* “Sanctuary”                                                                                     Powerhouse 
            

*If you are able, please stand. 
All are invited to participate in the Christian education hour and to stop by the 
Coffee Spot in the Fellowship Hall. 
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