
 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

2018 New Year’s Eve Worship & Communion Service 
Fellowship Hall 

December 31, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Reflections: Pastor Seth Miller & Pastor Jim Voth           
 
Prelude                      Sandra Quiring, Pianist 
 
Gathering & Prayer               Pastor Jim 
 
* “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”                                                    HWB 46 
 
Scripture Reading                       Luke 22:14-16 
   
Reflections               Celebrate!                                      Pastor Jim  
 

Service of Communion  
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Service of the Bread 
(The bread served this evening is gluten-free.) 

Hymn during passing of the bread,  
HWB 307 “Will you let me be your Servant” 

 
Sharing the Cup 

Hymn during sharing of the cup, 
HWB 303 “Come, Gracious Spirit” 

 
Scripture Reading            Luke 22:20-23 
 
Reflections                 Where our Food Comes From                      Pastor Seth 

 
“I Bind my Heart this Tide”                            HWB  411 
 
Litany for the Year Past     Laura Steingard      

(See litany on back of this insert.)  
 
* “God is Working His Purpose Out”                          HWB   638 
 
Offering: Benevolent Fund                 E. James Friesen 
 

 
* Litany of Blessing for the New Year & Benediction           Pastor Jim 

(See litany below.) 
 

* “Praise God from Whom”                                           HWB 118 
      
Postlude         Sandra Quiring 
 

*If you are able, please stand. 
 

 
Litany of Blessing for the New Year 
 
Leader: At the beginning of this new year, we pause to mark the ways 
that God has been faithful in our lives.  
 
People: We respond to God’s faithfulness by offering our hearts and 
lives anew to the God who created this world and all that is in it.  
 
Leader: Just as the Magi turned to follow the star God placed in the sky 
on the night that Christ was born, may God turn our faces toward His 
presence in this world.  
 
People: We have seen God’s true star. We pray that God will guide us 
and guard us, that we may indeed receive the life of Christ – the life that 
God promises for all who trust in him.  
 
Benediction 
 
Then go on your journey of faith with great joy! Follow the light of Christ 
with a new sense of adventure. Forsake your cozy boundaries to see 
where He will lead you. And may the winds of God’s Spirit give you energy 
and may God’s creativity inspire you at every turn. Go with God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Litany for the Past Year 

 
Gracious, loving and eternal God, 
Before you the generations pass and the seasons change, 
Yet your love for us and faithfulness to us is steadfast. 
We praise you as your people, members of the body of Christ grafted in 
and reconciled to you through Jesus Christ. 
As a part of the body of Christ gathered at Bethesda Mennonite Church, 
we celebrate those who lived, labored, and loved among us. 
 
Because of their lives, we know better how to live. 
Because of their suffering, we find greater strength. 
Because of their death, we better understand what is important in life. 
We thank you, God, that even in separation, we experience love, peace, 
and hope. 
 
As a part of the body of Christ gathered at Bethesda Mennonite Church, 
we welcome those who have joined in membership this past year, 
proclaiming their commitment and service to God. 
 
Because of their commitment to God, we remember our own. Because 
of their gifts, the body of Christ is edified.  
Because of their service, our congregation is strengthened. We thank 
you, God, for the fellowship of believers and the variety of gifts each 
has been given. 
 
As a part of the body of Christ gathered at Bethesda Mennonite Church, 
we celebrate those born to the members of our church. 
 
Because of their birth, we experience the wonder of life. 
Because of their dependence, we remember our own need for you. 
Because of their presence, we have hope for tomorrow and eternally. 
We thank you, God, for the gift of children. May we dedicate our lives 
to you that our children may one day claim the God we serve. 
 
O God, 
Grant us grace to affirm in life, as in death, that we are yours. 
Our help is in you. 
Our hope is in your promise, through Jesus Christ, our loving Lord. Amen. 
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