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HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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During this Thanksgiving season, you are invited to share 
expressions of gratitude.  Using the leaf enclosed in the 
bulletin, write a word, a list, a sentence, a paragraph, or a 
drawing of what you are thankful for.   
The leaves will be collected by the ushers or you may bring 
them to the front of the church during the Thanksgiving 
offering. 
These expressions of thanks will come together to form a 
Tree of Gratitude which will be on display. 

 
Prelude                                                                                  Sandra Quiring, Pianist 
 
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                        Kathryn Goertzen 

Psalm 95:1-7 
 

* “O Come, Loud Anthems let us Sing”                                                      HWB 68 
 
Greeting those around you… 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Leader Loving God, we gather today rich with blessing, somehow 
believing that we merit the wealth and comforts we 
enjoy.   
Forgive us, our God, for comfortably closing our eyes to 
the faces of the poor that stare blankly in our direction. 

People Lord, have mercy on us. 
Leader With bellies full of grain and meat, we offer token 

gestures to the hungry in our world and we feel we have 
done enough.   
Forgive us, God, for keeping a distance between “us” and 
“them.” 

People Christ, have mercy on us. 

Leader With hands tightly clasping our treasures on earth, we 
cannot reach out to our oppressed brothers and sisters 
around this world.   
Forgive us for clinging to our own possessions rather than 
to you. 
Unite us with hearts of thanksgiving, that we may work to 
ensure freedom and justice for all. 

People Lord, have mercy on us. 
Amen. 

 

* “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                                                                     HWB 327 
 
Deuteronomy 8:10-18                                                                  Kathryn Goertzen 
 
Thanksgiving Offering: (See back of bulletin.) 
Offertory: “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                       Sandra Quiring 
 
Thanksgiving Meditation: “I Thank My God”                                    Josh Janzen 

(Based on Philippians 1:1-11) 
 
* Now Thank we all our God”                                                                      HWB 86 
 
* Benediction 
 
* “Praise God from Whom” (Verse A)                                                      HWB 119 
 
Josh Janzen, member at Bethesda Mennonite Church, 2016 graduate of 

Bethel College, and current third year student at Anabaptist Mennonite 

Biblical Seminary, joins us this Thanksgiving morning!  The Mission Inquiry 

and Emissary program at Bethesda has been a proud supporter for Josh 

during his pastoral internship in Salem, Oregon, in 2015, his work as program 

director in 2017 of the Youth Stewards Program at Belmont Neighborhood 

Fellowship (a role in which he still currently serves), and with travel expenses 

for him to serve as a camp counselor at Camp Keola in California.  Josh is the 

son of Mark and Shelley Janzen.  Thank you for sharing with us this morning 

Josh! 

* Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the worship service today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may designate your offering to any Bethesda project on the Approved 

Offering List (located on the east bulletin board). 

Undesignated offering will be split as follows: 
40% Mennonite Church USA 
30% Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
30% Bethesda MCC Meat Canner Project 


