
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHESDA MENNONITE CHURCH – November 1, 2020 

WELCOME! 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by 

Christ’s love, serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace. 

REACH, GROW, SERVE 

Deacon Nominations 

October 25, 2020, the congregation nominated Bethesda members to fill the 

term of Linda Goertzen on the Board of Deacons which will expire February 

2021.  Listed are the top names in alphabetical (not in order of votes 

received).  Please keep these individuals in your prayers as they seek to 

thoughtfully and prayerfully discern God’s will: Bryan Bechtel, Homer Friesen, 

Kristen Friesen, Mike Friesen, Jay Goertzen, Daphne Hall, Alan Janzen, Brian 

Janzen, Carol Janzen, Kara Janzen, Mark Janzen, Scott Janzen, Steve 

Michel, Burton Peters, Leo Siebert, and Norm Yoder. 

In addition, there will be a meeting this afternoon for those members who 

were nominated through the process at 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The 

purpose of the gathering is to invite the nominated congregational 

members to meet with the current Board of Deacons to answer questions, 

and to review the roles and responsibilities of the position. 

 

MCC School Kit Night November 15 

School Kit Night has been moved to Sunday, November 15 @ 3:00 

p.m.  Tables will be socially distanced in the Fellowship Hall as assembly lines 

for school bag packing.  The bags have already been sewn and strung – 

thank you to all who helped ahead of time.  We are encouraging people to 

wear masks and will not be hosting a fundraiser meal this year.  

Approximately $500 is still needed to cover school kit expenses. 

 

The Angel Tree will soon be set up in the Fellowship Hall in the coming weeks. 

Incarceration can strain family ties. Angel Tree shares the love of Christ in a 

tangible way and strengthens family bonds, delivering personalized gifts and 

the Gospel to children on behalf of their incarcerated parents at Christmas.  

Connie Bechtel has faithfully served in this position for 12 years and will be 

stepping down next year, so if you are interested in this volunteer position or 

have questions please contact Connie at 402-723-5250 or 402-363-9973. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 930 16th Street PO Box 130 Henderson, NE 68371-0130 

Phone: 402-723-4562 

Pastor Seth 717-824-5998; Pastor Gene 580-660-5796; Pastor Andrea 402-710-3195 

Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net Website: www.bethesdamc.org  

Faith Formation Website: www.bmcfaithformation.com  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Worship services are available via: 

• Livestream @ http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live  

• Facebook 

• Radio @ KOOL 103.5 FM 

• Cobalt Cable Channel 3207 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

8:00 p.m. Preschool 

Committee 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 

4 
12:00 p.m. Bulletin 

Announcements Due 

7:00 p.m. Midweek 

7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE 

7:00 p.m. High School Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

Message: Pastor Seth 

Offering: Local Church 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 

 

CHURCH FAMILY 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH 

CONCERNS, GRIEF OR FAMILY NEEDS… 
Jean Siebert, Jane Brehm, Rachelle Schweitzer, 

Charlie Quiring, Ms. Dianne R. Buller, Fred 

Weisheit,  John E. Friesen, Harris Peters, Diane 

Harrison, Alvina Davolt Family 
 

Death 

Alvina M. Davolt, age 94, died Friday, October 

23, 2020, at Henderson.  Services were held at 

Bethesda Thursday, October 29, 2020. Surviving 

her is husband L.G. Devolt of Henderson; 

children Glenden (Leslie) Friesen and Delten 

(Mary) Friesen of Chandler, Arizona, and Dallas 

Friesen of Grand Island, Nebraska; 

granddaughter, Shawna Lynn Friesen and great 

grandson Zachary Arron of Mesa, Arizona; sister 

and brother-in-law Leanna (Levi) Peters; sister-in-

law Jean Ratzlaff; many nieces and nephews; 

four stepchildren; and many step grandchildren.  

Please keep these families in your prayers. 
 
Bethesda Care Team will meet Thursday, 

November 12 @ 8:30 a.m. in the Crossroads 

Coffee House for encouragement and an 

update on our ministry.  Bring your best ideas for 

sharing amidst Covid-19 restrictions.  New 

volunteers are welcome to join us! 

 

mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live


From Church Council… 

The number of people testing positive for COVID-19 is increasing locally, 

statewide, and nationwide.  Because of this, Church Council believes it is 

important to resume closing off every other pew in the sanctuary so we 

can be respectful of each other by practicing social distancing.  We are 

fortunate to have a spacious sanctuary, so social distancing is easily 

accomplished.   In addition, we will remain seated during hymns.   

 

While wearing a mask is a choice, we do encourage you to consider 

taking this step as well, if you are able.  COVID-19 can be spread by 

people who do not have symptoms and do not know they are infected.  

A mask is another method to help reduce the spread of this virus. 

    

Some might think that these steps are not necessary and even feel a sense 

of frustration.   We ask for your grace.   There are still many unknowns 

surrounding the coronavirus and specifically the COVID-19 strain.  What 

we do know is it is an aggressive virus that can be life-threatening to some 

individuals. There are some in our congregation who are struggling, or 

have struggled, with illness and disease.  They could be at greater risk if 

they contract the virus.  There are those in our congregation who have 

compromised immune systems.  They could be at greater risk if they 

contract the virus.   We know that anyone can contract the virus, 

including children.  The virus has affected members of our community.  We 

ask that you think of social distancing and mask wearing as not only a 

way to protect yourself, but as your way of helping to protect the health 

of those around you. 

 

Historical Committee Chair 

Do you have an interest in history and genealogy?  Then we have an 

opportunity for you!  Church Council is looking to fill the position of 

Historical Committee Chair beginning in January 2021.  As Historical 

Committee Chair you will have the opportunity to help maintain the 

historical records of Bethesda as well as research genealogy information 

when inquiries are received by the church. If you are interested in filling 

this position, please contact Bev Quiring, Church Council Chair, at 402-

366-2554.   
 

Bethesda preschoolers are selling Christmas Advent calendars!  We have 

selected religious calendars that include a Bible verse with each 

chocolate.  The cost for the calendar is $5.00.  A form is located on the 

table outside the office to place your order. If you are paying with a check 

please make it out to Bethesda Preschool.  Money may be placed in the 

envelope provided or In the payment slot across from the office. Please 

have your orders in no later than November 8. Calendars will be delivered 

before Thanksgiving break to ensure that all orders can be delivered 

before December 1. Thank you for supporting the preschool!  



It's that time of year!  The youth will once again be selling fresh wreaths for 

the upcoming Christmas season.  Wreaths are $26 and orders are due 

November 15, 2020.  You may order from any high school youth and there 

is also an order form outside the church office.  Pick up date is Sunday, 

November 29 following the worship service.  If you have any questions, 

please call Tammy (Justin) Ott at 402-366-6917. 

 

Bethesda Farm Ground for Rent 

Bids are now being accepted for 78 acres of farm ground.  The 

agreement is cash rent with a three-year commitment.  Bids are due 

November 9, 2020, and should be submitted in writing to: 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 

ATTN: Board of Business 

PO Box 130 

Henderson, Nebraska 68371 

If you have any questions, please contact Shawn Peters at (402)-525-8398 

 

Sunday School Teacher Needed 

The Sunday School Committee is looking for a junior high Sunday school 

teacher. If you are interested, please contact Daphne Hall at 402-562-

0811. 

 

Faith@Home Activities 

Throughout the Exodus sermon series, family activities are available online  

at http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/children-and-families.html. 

 

 

ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 
 

Mask Ask! MCC is responding to a request from people 

on the Northern Cheyenne reservation in southeastern 

Montana for cloth face masks to help stop the spread 

of COVID-19. If you would like to sew masks, please use 

the following guidelines: 

• Adult sized 

• Use at least 2 layers of good quality cotton fabric (solid colors 

preferred) 

• Elastic ear loops 

• Nose wire/filter pockets optional  

Please ship purchased or completed masks to the MCC Central States 

Material Resources Center (Attn: Kate Mast)121 East 30th Street, North 

Newton, KS 67117, or drop off at the 24-hour donation room at MCC by 

November 15. They will all be collected and transported to Montana in 

time for the winter season. Questions? Contact katemast@mcc.org.  

 

http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/children-and-families.html
mailto:katemast@mcc.org


Please remember Templo Alabanza in Moline, Illinois, which has been hit 

hard by COVID-19, in your prayers this Sunday.  In addition to many 

families in the church, both pastors are struggling with the virus.  Pray that 

God's Spirit might comfort pastors Aureliano Vazquez and Margie Mejia-

Caraballo, their spouses, families, and so many others at Templo 

Alabanza, across our conference, and around the world who have 

COVID-related illnesses and restore them to health. 

 

Canner Operator: MCC is looking for new canner operators! This two-year 

service term is unique and offers the opportunity to travel around the U.S. 

and Canada, working as a team while meeting new people! Check 

out https://mcc.org/get-involved/canning for details! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering: October 25, 2020 

Worship Attendance: 130 

Sunday School Attendance: 65 

Dayspring Ministries $200.00 

MCC School Kits $100.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $6,560.00 

Offering Total $6,860.00 

Sunday School Offering $157.00 

Total Sunday Morning Offering $7,017.00 
 

 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcc.org%2Fget-involved%2Fcanning&data=02%7C01%7CTinaSchrag%40mcc.org%7C3b7370747a724161b62508d842be6fc8%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637332733037117979&sdata=G6gPernHkmW0bozMoxEosQiT%2BNEVvfQBDovu3s0XNo4%3D&reserved=0


MESSAGE NOTES: EXODUS 17:1-7 (NRSV) 
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CONNECT 
 

For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-

off in the offering or at the church office. 

 

I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Programs  Serving 

 Youth Programs   Baptism 

 Bible Studies   Membership 

 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 

 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please 

enter your email address: 

___________________________________________ 

 

 I’m new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 

 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda 

yearbook. 

 

Name  

Address  

City, State, 

Zip 

 

Email  

Home 

Phone 

 

Cell Phone  

 

My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 

 High School     College 

 Adult 

 

Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 

 

 

Please pray for… 

 

 

 


