
BETHESDA MENNONITE CHURCH 

OCTOBER 10, 2021 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT… 

"A community caring for all God's people, 
being transformed by Christ's love, 
serving others as a witness of God's grace 
and peace." 
REACH, GROW, SERVE 
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CONTACT US… 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 
930 16th Street PO Box 130 
Henderson, NE 68371-0130 
 
Church Office: 402-723-4562 
Pastor Seth: 717-824-5998 
Pastor Andrea: 402-710-3195 
Pastor Chelsea: 402-363-7004 
 
Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net  
Website: www.bethesdamc.org  
Faith Formation Website: 
www.bmcfaithformation.com  
Office Hours:  
Tuesday – Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 
p.m. 
 
Worship services are available to 
view/listen to on… 
 Livestream @ 

http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live 
 Facebook 
 KOOL Radio 103.5 FM 
 Cobalt Cable Channel 3207 
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Tuesday, October 12 8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

 8:00 p.m. Board of Deacons 

Wednesday October 13 Bulletin Announcements Due 

 10:15 a.m. Legacy Square Bible Study 

 6:00 p.m. Sunday School Committee 

 7:00 p.m. Midweek  

 7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE  

 6:30 p.m. High School Youth 

 8:00 p.m. Messiah Rehearsal 

 9:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Thursday, October 14 8:30 a.m. Bethesda Visitation Team 

 2:30 p.m. Rosewood Court 

Sunday, October 17 8:45 a.m. Prayer Time 

 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 Pastor Seth Miller 

 Chancel Choir, Laura Steingard, Organist 

 Offering: Central Plains Mennonite 
Conference 

 10:40 a.m. Sunday School 

CHURCH FAMILY… 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief, or family needs. 
Jean Siebert, Jim Epp, Esther Quiring, Rachelle Schweitzer, Glen Quiring, Larry 
Vancura, Geraldine Peters, Lois Roberts,  Berdon Epp, Shirley Ratzlaff Family, 
Harold Epp Family, Harvey Smith Family, Kimberly Friesen (daughter-in-law to 
Roy Friesen, Audrey Janzen's brother) 
 
Birth 
Congratulations to David and Rachael Roberts on the birth of a son, Micah John, 
born October 4, 2021.  Brother Levi welcomed him home!  Local grandparents 
are Larry and Lois Roberts.  Please keep this family in your prayers. 



Death 
Harvey H. Smith of Henderson, Nebraska, passed away on October 2, 2021, at 
the age of 88 at Henderson. Services were held at Bethesda Wednesday, 
October 6, 2021.  Harvey is survived by his loving wife, Marjorie of Henderson; 
his children, son Kelvin (Nancy) Smith of St. Paul, son Roy Smith of Hampton, 
daughter Lavonne (Gary) Braun of Henderson, and daughter Laurel (Nick) 
Harling of Sabetha, Kansas;  seven grandchildren, Angela (Jason) Dibbert, Brian 
(Kaleena) Smith, Lauren (Shane) Lindburg, Allison (Torry) Seiler, Leslie (Brenner) 
Keane, Trevor (Kala) Harling, Mitchell Harling; and seven great grandsons, Brody 
and Eli Dibbert, Noah, Isaiah, Jonah, and Micah Smith, and Kellen Harling.  He is 
also survived by brothers-in-law Jodie Ward and Dexter Huber and sisters-in-
law and brothers-in-law Evelyn and Charles Duerksen, Beverly and Bill Brown, 
Eleanor and John Pauls, Milford and Jean Friesen, Donna Friesen, Jim and Peggy 
Friesen, Vernon and Clarice Friesen, and many nieces and nephews. Please 
keep these families in your prayers.  
 
Thank You 
Thank you  for your prayers, expressions of sympathy, cards and food brought 
in during the passing of our sister, Shirley Ratzlaff. 

Maxine Regier, RaGene Ratzlaff, Patricia Regier, Carol Thomas 
 
Thank You 
We want to thank you for the love, support and prayers of God's people 
gathered together at Bethesda Mennonite Church in the name of Christ as we 
grieve the loss of Harold.  May we all be comforted and encouraged by the One 
who has overcome the power of death and the hope of being united once again 
when Jesus returns.  The peace of Christ be with you all. 

Marie Epp, Beverly Goertzen, Donna Friesen, Raymond Epp 
 
Anabaptist World Subscription  
As a ministry of outreach, Bethesda provides a subscription to Anabaptist World 
as a gift from the church.  (The subscriptions are paid for from the MC USA 
offering.) It is time to renew our group subscription.  If you do not receive 
Anabaptist World and would like to start receiving it, please contact the church 
office by November 15, 2021.  (The same deadline applies to anyone wishing to 
discontinue their subscription.) 
 
The Church Council would like to thank Bev Quiring for her time as 
Treasurer.  Due to unforeseen circumstances, she is having to step away from 
the position.  That means that the position for Church Treasurer is available.  If 
you would like more information about this position, please feel free to call Jay 
Dee Janzen, Church Council Chair, at 402-362-0512. 



 
The Bethesda Visitation Team (formerly known as the Bethesda Care Team) will 
meet on Thursday, October 14, at 8:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship and 
connecting with each other. As always, new volunteers who are interested in 
connecting on a regular or as-needed basis with some of our members in long-
term care, assisted living, or at home, are more than welcome to join us. Contact 
Pastor Chelsea at chelsea.vaught@bethesdamc.org or call 402-363-7004 if you 
have an interest in joining us.  
 
Deacon Nomination Process 
At the Congregational Meeting, Sunday, October 3, 2021, Arlin Hiebner was 
affirmed by members of the congregation to continue for another three-year 
term on the Board of Deacons. 
 
A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, October 24, 2021, for the 
purpose of nominating members to fill the term of Jeff Peters who has served 
two terms as Deacon and is not eligible for an additional term.  Each member 
may list two congregational members as nominees for deacons for a three-year 
term.  Absentee ballots are available during office hours and must be returned 
by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 21.  Absentee ballots must be requested by 
each individual in person, or through a letter or phone call to the office, (email 
is permissible).  Only after a personal request has been made, can someone else 
pick up a ballot for you.  Presently serving on the Board of Deacons: Laura 
Steingard, Steve Michel, Kathryn Goertzen, Arlin Hiebner and Kim Siebert.    Pray 
that the Lord will give us discerning minds in selecting a new deacon. 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month – a time set aside each year to honor 
and give thanks for our pastors who give, care, and serve us and our community 
in remarkable ways!  How exactly should we celebrate our pastors?  They do so 
much for us.  More than we ever know or realize on a daily or even moment-by-
moment basis.  How can we show them that we appreciate what they do, but 
also who they are to us and so many others?  Here are some suggestions: 

• Write personal notes of encouragement and appreciation.  These can 
be from children, teens, or adults. 
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• Gift cards to the grocery store, restaurant, sporting event, bookstore, 
coffee shop.   

• Add a new book to their library.  Ask them if there is a book they would 
like to study, then order and deliver it to them. 

• Shower them with their favorite things.  Think of all the treats, hobbies 
and interests your pastors enjoy. 

• Volunteer your time to serve in various ministry roles such as doing 
Children's Focus, reading scripture, or worship leading. 

• Celebrate and show your support to your pastor's spouse.  They would 
enjoy a thoughtful gift or treat during Pastor Appreciation Month as 
well. 

• Use your imagination or Google ideas for Pastor Appreciation Month! 
 

YOUTH… 
Junior High and High School will meet Wednesday, October 13, from 7-8 p.m. 
on the Heartland Football Field for Fields of Faith.  Bring warm clothes and 
blankets to sit on.  Hot chocolate will be provided.  There will be a time for 
worship and students sharing about how they have grown in their faith or a 
favorite scripture passage.   

 

FINANCIALS… 
Worship Offering October 3, 2021 
Attendance: 214 
Sunday School Attendance: 97 

Mennonite Church USA/Mennonite Mission Network $2,322.00 

Dayspring Ministries – Thailand $100.00 

Ashland Fellowship $100.00 

MCC School Kits $770.00 

Bethesda Genera Operating Receipts $3,995.00 

Total $7,287.00 

Sunday School Offering $140.00 

Sunday School Projects $1,654.21 

Total Sunday Morning Offering $9,081.21 

Arvid Janzen Memorials – Facility Renovations $3,235.00 

 
School Kit supplies have arrived, and we will still need about approximately 
$1,575 to cover expenses for the project.  You may give in the offering with your 
checks marked School Kit Supplies. 

 

 



ACROSS THE STREET / AROUND THE WORLD… 
MENNONITE CHURCH USA UPDATES 
Faith Formation Leaders are invited to join Shana Peachey Boshart, Mennonite 
Church USA’s denominational minister for Faith Formation, and Ruth Goring, 
author of children’s books, this Tuesday, October 12 at 2:30 p.m. ET/11:30 a.m. 
PT for a Faith Formation Roundtable. Register at : 
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/ff-roundtables-register 
 
Anabaptist History Today is hosting Virtual Relationships Past & Present on 
Tuesday, October 12 at 8:00 p.m. ET/5:00 p.m. PT. Experts from North American 
Anabaptist heritage organizations, including Mennonite Church USA Archives, 
will show and discuss historical documents relevant to current issues. Register  
at: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/virtual-relationships . 

 
When high school seniors graduate and head off to college, it can be difficult 
for their home church to stay connected with them. Pastor Andrea Wall, in her 
blog “Staying connected to your college students,” discusses some methods 
that she has used to stay connected with the college students from her 
congregation. Go to https://www.mennoniteusa.org/staying-connected-
students.  
 
MCC UPDATES 
MCC Representative for Haiti          
Are you interesting in providing leadership and programmatic direction to 
MCC's work in Haiti? This role maintains relationships with MCC partners and is 
responsible for providing team leadership and support for MCC workers in Haiti. 
For more information or to apply, visit: https://mcc.org/get-
involved/serve/openings/mcc-representative-haiti. 
 
Seed Community Development Worker 
MCC’s Seed program has positions available now in Bolivia! The Seed program 
is perfect for young adults (18-30) who value service, community, and cultural 
exchange addressing systemic issues like food insecurity and climate change 
through grassroots, community-based initiatives. For more information or to 
apply, visit: https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/seed-community-
development-worker-bolivia. 
 
Canner Operator 
Are you a traveler? Do you like to meet new people? Do you like to serve others? 
Every year MCC’s Mobile Meat Canner travels across the United States and 
Canada meeting volunteers who prepare cans of turkey, beef, chicken, and pork 
to be sent around the world. More than 30,000 people a year volunteer to fill, 

https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=f565b67f41&e=5b2938be34
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=69a3a8e9de&e=5b2938be34
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=66320b6815&e=5b2938be34
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=66320b6815&e=5b2938be34
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcc.org%2Fget-involved%2Fserve%2Fopenings%2Fmcc-representative-haiti&data=04%7C01%7CTinaSchrag%40mcc.org%7Cb02ae6f3c3794b2809b808d96d629c1d%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637661092551771702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WJsQf6LsK23yAKeKdNuza%2BNSYddMxUEgBdErMEhDXE0%3D&reserved=0
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weigh, wash and label every can. Apply to be a canner! For more information 
or to apply, visit: https://mcc.org/get-involved/serve/openings/canner-
operator-4. 

 

 

CONNECT… 
 

For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-off in the 
offering or the church office. 
 

I would like more information about: 
 Children’s Programs  Serving 
 Youth Programs   Baptism 
 Bible Studies   Membership 
 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 
 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News. Please enter your email 

address: ___________________________________________ 
 

 I am new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda yearbook. 
 

Name  

Address  

City, State, Zip  

Email  

Home Phone  

Cell Phone  

 
My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 
 High School     College 
 Adult 

 
Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 
 
 
Please pray for… 
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