
 
“Adoration of the Magi”  

By Leonardo da Vinci 
 
In the year 1480, Leonardo da Vinci was commissioned to paint an 8-by-9-
foot work for the main altar of the San Donato a Scopeto monastery. He 
started his "Adoration of the Magi" and was well along with it, but then 
skipped town, went to Milan and never finished it. He left the worship of 
the Magi unfinished. When is our worship unfinished? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 
Henderson, Nebraska 

Sunday, January 7, 2018, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude Laura Steingard, Organist 

“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” Buxtehude 
“Pastorale” Corelli 

 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Arr. by Paul Wohlgemuth       Chancel Choir 

Rod Drews, Director, Accompanied by Laura Steingard                                                    
     
Welcome                                                                                Pastor Andrea Wall                                                                             
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6                              Pastor Andrea Wall                                             
 
Call to Worship                                                                                         

Leader: Yes! The light is here.  We carry it within us. 
All: It is the star of the East; it is the morning sun. 

Leader: It is as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
All: Praise the Lord! 

Leader: You, O God, have caused the mountains to shake.  You 
have torn open the heavens, and your glory reaches the 
earth. 

All: May we, like the magi, seek you until we find you.  May 
we offer our gifts in your presence, no matter where you 
are found. 

Leader: Yes!  Let your mystery be declared. 
                              
* “God is Here Among Us”                         HWB 16                                      

(Children may come forward during stanza 3.) 
 

Children’s Focus                                         Pastor Andrea & Zaine Swartzendruber                    
                                                                
“What God Ordains is Always Good”                                          Chancel Choir 

Servus Gastorius/J.S. Bach 
  
Congregational Prayer                                                               Pastor Jim Voth 
                                                                                                                                   
* “Be Thou My Vision” HWB 545                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                          
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12                                      Pastor Andrea Wall             

Reader:  This is the Word of God, for the People of God. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 



Message                              “Unfinished Worship”                 Pastor Jim Voth 
 
Confession & Words of Assurance                                     

 All: O God, your light has come, your glory risen, and your 
brightness dawned, illuminating not only the way of the 
magi, but all our paths.  From your fullness we have 
received grace upon grace as your mystery has been 
revealed and your presence made known.  Now we too 
are called to arise, shine, and return by another road.  Yet 
we confess that instead of lifting our eyes and searching 
diligently, instead of walking with boldness and 
confidence, instead of revealing and proclaiming your 
presence, we cling to what we have and know, and we 
continue on our old, familiar ways home.  We are 
frightened by the unknown, and by the darkness that 
covers the earth.  Forgive us. 
(Pause for silence.) 

Leader: O God, Emmanuel, in Jesus, the Christ, you have come 
among us.  You have given us life, and we are restored. 

 
* “This Little Light of Mine”                                                                  HWB 401   
 
Announcements                                                                   Pastor Andrea Wall                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Offering to God:  Mennonite Church USA                        Pastor Andrea Wall                                                         
Offertory: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” Manz 
 
Greeting One Another… 

(During cold and flu season, you are welcome to give verbal greetings.) 
 

* Benediction                                                                               Pastor Jim Voth 
  
* “Blessing” Susan & Lee Dengler  Chancel Choir 
            

*If you are able, please stand. 
All are invited to participate in the Christian education hour  

and to stop by the Coffee Spot. 
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