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Epiphany Art   
Today as we continue the theme of “God’s Promises,” we are reminded of 
God’s promise for ministry.  God calls and is faithful to equip us to serve the 
kingdom.   Our Bethesda Art Walk picks up this theme with a quilted wall 
hanging by Lindy Siebert.  It is decidedly centered around the Advent theme 
of Isaiah 9:6.   Christmas themes surround the declaration, “A child has 
been born.  Prince of Peace.  His name is Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting 
Father, Lamb of God, Almighty Jesus.” Quilting is an art that has, and 
continues to be, an important ministry piece of Bethesda art.  Quilt making 
demands skill with a needle and thread, painstaking patience, as well as an  
artistic eye in piecing together materials into an artistic expression.  As a 
church, quilting along with tying of comforters and embroidery work 
provide a vital avenue of ministry.  Each year many quilts and comforters 
are produced for the Mennonite Central Committee relief sale where they 
are auctioned off to raise funds for relief for people around the 
world.  Many of these quilts and comforters go on to minister in very 
personal ways as they provide warmth and comfort during a night’s rest.   
 
Carrie Bergen’s painting Escape to Egypt and Larry Robert’s glass etching of 
the Nativity continue to be on display.  If you have a piece of art that you 
wish to share with the congregation that speaks to you of the promises of 
God, please contact the church office or Pastor Jim.   
 
The Board of Service and Outreach would like to offer assistance in the 
cleanup of downed branches from the ice storm.  Light work only, no tree 
trimming.  Anyone who would like to have their yard cleaned up should 
contact Jay Dee Janzen at 402-362-0512 by Monday morning, January 23.  
Also, if anyone would like to help with this project contact Jay Dee as well.  
Those interested in helping clean up should meet in the church parking lot 
at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, January 24.  
 

 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/


WEEK AT   A GLANCE  

SUNDAY, January 22 
8:45 a.m.  Deacons Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship/Deacon Installation 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School  
5:00 p.m. Catechism 

  

MONDAY, January 23 
7:30 p.m. Church Council 

 

TUESDAY, January 24 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
9:00 a.m. BWM Sewing & Project Day 

 

 WEDNESDAY, January 25 
9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study (The Upper Room) 

12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 
7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Mission:Possible Midweek 
7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE  
7:00 p.m. Powerhouse 
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 
SATURDAY, January 28 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Perks) 
3:00 p.m.   Bethesda Bible Series (3:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. including 

soup and sandwich supper from 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.) 
 

 Next SUNDAY, January 29 
  9:30 a.m. Worship 

Pastor – Bryan Moyer Suderman 
   Offering – Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 

Special Music – Bible Series Service 
 Music – Laura Steingard 

       12:00 p.m. Potluck 
1:00 p.m. Bethesda Bible Series 

 



CHURCH FAMILY 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Kimberly Goossen University of Kansas Medical Center 
Mahlon Eck Henderson Community Hospital 
 
Please keep our catechism students in your prayers:  Kate Bergen (Brian 
and Angie Bergen), Lane Huebert (Phil and Melissa Goertzen), Ben Mestl 
(Jim and Gina Mestl), Peyton Ott (Justin and Tammy Ott), Bailey Peters (Jeff 
and Tami Peters) and Sydney Siebert (Leo and Susan Siebert). 
 
Thank You 
Thank you for your gift of 96 cans of meat.  The Lord is so good to us.  He 
provides our every need and we praise and thank Him for His provision and 
we thank Him for you, that you care about the ministry of Rescue.   

Chaplain Don “Hawk” Cramer 
 Columbus & Living Water Rescue Mission 

 
We would like to welcome baby Emelene into the congregation and show 
our support to Brian, Myriah, and Eli Leisher with freezer meals.  If you 
would be willing to provide a meal for the family, please contact Joy Friesen 
at 402-723-4399. 
 
Annual Meeting  
Bethesda’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, February 
5, 2017, immediately following the worship service.  There will be no adult, 
junior high or high school Sunday school.  The noon meal will serve as a 
fundraiser for the youth to travel to the MC USA Convention in Orlando, 
Florida.  During the meeting, preschool through grade six will do an activity 
together.  Absentee ballots will be available Monday, January 23, during 
office hours and must be requested by the member in writing (email 
permissible), in person, or by phone.  Absentee ballots must be picked up 
and signed for by someone representing the member doing the requesting.  
Ballots must be returned by 4:30 p.m. Thursday, February 2.  Annual 
meeting booklets will be handed out following the worship service today.  
We kindly ask one per family please. 
 
 
 



MCC Canner   
Approximately $2,000 is still needed to completely fund this year’s canner 
project.  Thank you for your generosity as we can meat to relieve the 
suffering of individuals impacted by war, violence, trauma and famine. 
 
The 38th annual Nebraska MCC Relief Sale is fast approaching on March 31 
and April 1, 2017.   Bethesda’s congregational contacts are Brad and Kara 
Janzen and Mike and Kelsey Bergen.   Check out the website at 
www.nebraskamccsale.org for more information. 
 
MC USA Convention Orlando 2017 is now just months away.  Copies of the 
convention newsletter with registration information, featured seminar 
speakers and convention schedule are available outside the church office 
or online at convention.mennoniteusa.org. 
 

Backpack Program  
Remember to sign up on the bulletin board in the east 
hallway for the Backpack Program.  Food on and under 
the table outside the office is available for use in the 
backpacks.   

 

Annual Meeting Meal 
The youth will be serving the meal for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 5.  We are in need of 14 pounds of ground beef for the meal. If 
you are willing to donate ground beef, please call Lavonne Braun 402-723-
4979.  We also need four parents to volunteer to help with the meal.  If you 
are interested, please contact Tammy (Justin) Ott at 402-723-5905 or 
Lavonne Braun at 402-723-4979. 
 

YOUTH 
For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith Formation 
page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.    
 
Catechism will meet today from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.    
 
Powerhouse (high school) will meet for a time of worship, Wednesday, January 
25, at 7:00 p.m. in the Powerhouse Room.   

 
CORNERSTONE (junior high) will meet Wednesday, January 25, at 7:00 p.m. 
for Bible study in The Upper Room.  Bring your Bibles!  

http://www.nebraskamccsale.org/
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/


The youth will be serving the Annual Meeting meal on Sunday, February 
5.  Youth should sign up in the Powerhouse Room to help serve and clean 
up.  We also need donations of grapes and 9x13 cakes.  Sign-up sheets for 
food donations are also located in the Powerhouse room.  Grapes need to 
be brought to the church kitchen on Saturday, February 4, by 10:00 a.m. 
and cakes need to be brought on Sunday, February 5, before 9:30 a.m. 
 
Youth/Young Adult Summer Service Opportunities  
This summer, youth ages 14-22 are invited to apply for service 
opportunities, in the countries listed below, through Mennonite Mission 
Network’s Youth Venture Program.  You can visit their website 
at https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture for more 
information.   

*Peru – July 11-31, 2017 
*Benin (West Africa) – July 10-26, 2017 
*United States/Detroit – July 4-16, 2017 
*Northern Ireland and Detroit Exchange – July 14 - August 3, 2017 

(July 14-24 in Belfast, July 24-August 3 in Detroit) 
Possible youth service trips in consideration through Bethesda are Thailand 
and Cheyenne Reservation, Montana.  If you are interested in either of 
these locations, please contact Pastor Andrea.   
 
There are also many other opportunities for summer or year-long service 
trips.   Bethesda has funds available to help make these opportunities a 
reality.  Contact Pastor Andrea with your interests and explore the 
possibilities! 
 

 
“The Mission of Bethesda Preschool 

is to provide a Christian preschool education for young children 
within an atmosphere of love, acceptance, and guidance.” 

 

 
 

https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture


FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering Sunday, January 15, 2017 
Attendance – 224 
Sunday School Attendance –  95 
Central Plains Mennonite Conference ........................................ $2,065.50 
Reach International – Sam & Sherri ................................................. 150.00 
Bethesda Canner Project .............................................................. 1,350.00 
Benevolent Fund ................................................................................ 50.00 
Preschool Special Projects ................................................................. 50.00 
Facility Renovation Fund .................................................................... 65.00 
MCC School Kits ............................................................................... 100.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts .......................................... 3,720.00 
Worship Offering .................................................................. $7,550.50 
Sunday School Offering ........................................................... $130.10 
Total Sunday Offering ........................................................... $7,680.60 
 
 

BETHESDA BIBLE SERIES 
Reading the Bible with Jesus 

An Inspirational Four Session Bible Study on Mark 
with Bryan Moyer Suderman 

 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 Sunday, January 29, 2017 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Session 1, Reading the Bible with 
Jesus 

9:30 a.m. – Worship Service 

4:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Session 2, Reading the Bible with 

Jesus 

10:45 a.m. – Sunday school, all 
classes church concert with 

interactive sing-a-long in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
Soup and Sandwich Supper 

12:00 p.m. – Potluck 

7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Session 3, Reading the Bible with 

Jesus 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Session 4, Reading the Bible with 

Jesus 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
  
      
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

        Tuesday, January 24 

         9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

        Sewing and Project Day 

         Menu: Salad Bar and Crackers 

          Devotions:  Walking in Wilderness  

           by Rozella Swartzendruber 



SERMON NOTES 
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Sanctuary Unavailable July through October 2017 
PLEASE NOTE: The sanctuary will be unavailable from 
July 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017 due to Board of 
Business projects.  They will be painting the ceiling 
beams, rearranging pews to allow more space between 
benches, and replacing lights and carpet.   Please keep 

this in mind as you plan weddings and other events. 

 


