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Epiphany Art   
During this season of Epiphany our worship theme is “God’s Promises.” 
Today we begin the Bethesda Art Walk.  At various places in the church you 
will find art pieces created by members of the Bethesda family.  This 
morning stop by Carrie Bergen’s painting Escape to Egypt that you will find 
at the front of the south transept.  Take time to read Matthew 2:13-18 and 
feel the anticipation, as well as trust in God’s faithfulness, in the faces of 
Mary and Joseph and notice the wonder in the infant Jesus.  Give thanks in 
prayer for God’s faithfulness to us through challenging times in our lives.   
 
In the Fellowship Hall stop by the table displaying a lighted etching on glass 
of the Nativity by Larry Roberts.  For the past 40 years, Larry has been 
teaching others how to do glass etching.   
 
In the coming weeks we will add to these displays.  If you have a piece of 
art that you wish to share with the congregation that speaks to you of the 
promises of God, please contact the church office or Pastor Jim.   
 
MCC Canner   
Approximately $3,000 is still needed to completely fund this year’s canner 
project.  Thank you for your generosity as we can meat to relieve the 
suffering of individuals impacted by war, violence, trauma and famine. 
 
Bethesda Bible Series 
Bethesda Bible Series is coming up January 28-29, 2017. Bryan Moyer 
Suderman will lead, Reading the Bible With Jesus, an inspirational four 
session study on the book of Mark.  Bryan is an itinerant Bible teacher and 
singer/songwriter.  He has spent the last 25 years finding creative ways to 
engage all ages in scripture.   Brochures are available in the church office. 
 

 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/


WEEK AT   A GLANCE  

SUNDAY, January 15 
8:45 a.m.  Deacons Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Catechism (11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) 

7:30 p.m. High School Bible Study (Jeff & Tami Peters’ Home) 
 

TUESDAY, January 17 
8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Board of Business Administration 
8:00 p.m. Board of Education 
8:00 p.m. Board of Service and Outreach 

 

 WEDNESDAY, January 18 
9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study (The Upper Room) 

12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 
7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Mission:Possible Midweek 
7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE  
7:00 p.m. Powerhouse 
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 
THURSDAY, January 19 

7:00 p.m. BWM January Birthday Party (Crossroads Coffee House) 
 

SATURDAY, January 21 
7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Perks) 

 

 Next SUNDAY, January 22 
9:30 a.m. Worship/Deacon Installation 

Pastor –  Seth Miller 
Offering – Local Church 

Special Music – Chancel Choir 
 Music – Laura Steingard 
5:00-6:30 p.m. Catechism 

 

 



CHURCH FAMILY 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 

Prayer Request 
Kimberly Goossen University of Kansas Medical Center 
 
Please keep our catechism students in your prayers:  Kate Bergen (Brian 
and Angie Bergen), Lane Huebert (Phil and Melissa Goertzen), Ben Mestl 
(Jim and Gina Mestl), Peyton Ott (Justin and Tammy Ott), Bailey Peters (Jeff 
and Tami Peters) and Sydney Siebert (Leo and Susan Siebert). 
 
Births 
A daughter, Atley Grace, was born December 27, 2016, to Nicholas and 
Ashley Nienhueser.  Local grandparents are Bruce and Susan Hiebner and 
great grandmother is Inez Hiebner.  Blessings to this family. 
 
A daughter, Susannah Noelle, was born January 10, 2017, to Pastor Seth 
and Kristie Miller.  Sister, Abigail, welcomes her home.  Blessings to this 
family. 
 
Thank You 
Be sure to read the e-mail from Chaplain Donald Cramer of Columbus and 
Living Water Rescue Mission thanking Bethesda for the gifts of coats, 
mittens and hats.  The e-mail is posted on the bulletin board in the east 
hallway. 
 
Address Changes and Yearbook Updates 
Please notify the church office of any address changes as well as any other 
yearbook updates by tomorrow, January 16, 2017.   
 
We would like to welcome baby Emelene into the congregation and show 
our support to Brian, Myriah, and Eli Leisher with freezer meals.  If you 
would be willing to provide a meal for the family, please contact Joy Friesen 
at 402-723-4399. 
 

All women with a January birthday are invited to the 
Bethesda Women’s Ministries January birthday party on 
Thursday, January 19, at 7:00 p.m.  in the Crossroads Coffee 
House. Please sign up on the east bulletin board or contact 
Joan Friesen at 402-723-5868 if you plan to attend. 



Annual Meeting Meal 
The youth will be serving the meal for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 5.  We are in need of 14 pounds of ground beef for the meal. If 
you are willing to donate ground beef, please call Lavonne Braun 402-723-
4979. 
 
We also need four parents to volunteer to help with the meal.  If you are 
interested, please contact Tammy (Justin) Ott at 402-723-5905 or Lavonne 
Braun at 402-723-4979. 
 
Childcare Help Needed 
The women's Bible study that meets on Wednesday mornings at Bethesda 
needs additional babysitters to help watch the kids while their mothers 
meet. There are usually 12-15 women that meet each week and there can 
be more than 20 kids to be cared for.  It is an incredible blessing to these 
young women to have this time to gather each week, knowing that their 
children are well cared for.  The study will begin meeting on January 18 
from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. and will continue into the spring. If a weekly 
commitment is too much but you'd be available part time, that would be 
helpful too. If you are interested in helping in this way, please contact Kara 
Janzen at 402-723-5683.  
 

Backpack Program…Eleven families are currently 
participating in this year’s Backpack Program.  
Bethesda will be responsible for three backpacks each 
week.  A sign-up sheet is located on the east bulletin 
board.  Backpacks are available to pick up at the school  
on Wednesdays and should be returned by Friday 

(please note any short weeks on the schedule when backpacks should be 
returned before Friday).  When filling backpacks please remember to wipe 
down the inside of the backpack with a Clorox wipe and insert one set of 
Henderson Foodmart vouchers per bag.  Vouchers are located on the east 
bulletin board near the sign-up sheet.  Donated items can be left at the 
table in front of the church office or purchased and donated directly at 
Henderson Foodmart (leave in the blue box at the store).   Keep your eyes 
open for suggested items marked with a purple backpack tag at Foodmart.   
 

 

 

 



Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series  
It can happen anywhere, including your community. It could be a tornado, 
domestic or sexual abuse, a mass shooting or something else. As Christ’s 
followers, we need to be ready and respond well. 

How can we as congregations and the communities in which we live and 
work be ready for traumatic events? What are the key principles and 
practices for responding in the immediate aftermath and in the days and 
months following? How do congregations and communities work together 
to build resilience and bring hope and healing? Hesston College’s 2017 
Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series (AVDS) seeks to educate and 
equip church members, community workers and emergency responders 
in the human and spiritual aspects of trauma care preparedness and 
immediate/longer term response. 

Keynote presenters are Reverend Dr. Kate Wiebe of the Institute for 
Congregational Trauma and Growth, Dr. Donna Minter of the Minnesota 
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute, and Kevin King, Executive Director of 
Mennonite Disaster Service, along with other regional and national 
resource presenters and organizations.   

This event will be held February 17-19, 2017 at Hesston Mennonite Church 
on the Hesston College campus, 301 S Main Street Hesston, Kansas.   
Registrations are due by Friday, February 10, 2017.  You can register online 
at www.hesston.edu/events or print the registration form from the 
website and mail it to Hesston College.   You may also pick up a copy of 
the registration form at the church office.   

YOUTH 

For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith Formation  
page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.    
 
Catechism will meet today from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and again on 
Sunday, January 22, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
 
Powerhouse (high school) will meet Wednesday, January 18, at 7:00 p.m. 
in small groups.   
 
CORNERSTONE (junior high) will meet for Bible study Wednesday, January 
18, at 7:00 p.m. in The Upper Room.  Remember to bring your Bibles! 

http://www.hesston.edu/events
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/


Orlando early registration forms are due TODAY to Pastor Andrea.   See 
Pastor Andrea if you need a registration form. 
 
The youth will be serving the Annual Meeting meal on Sunday, February 
5.  Youth should sign up in the Powerhouse Room to help serve and clean 
up.  We also need donations of grapes and 9x13 cakes.  Sign-up sheets for 
food donations are also located in the Powerhouse room.  Grapes need to 
be brought to the church kitchen on Saturday, February 4, by 10:00 a.m. 
and cakes need to be brought on Sunday, February 5, before 9:30 a.m. 
 
Youth/Young Adult Summer Service Opportunities  
This summer, youth ages 14-22 are invited to apply for service 
opportunities, in the countries listed below, through Mennonite Mission 
Network’s Youth Venture Program.  You can visit their website 
at https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture for more 
information.   

*Peru – July 11-31, 2017 
*Benin (West Africa) – July 10-26, 2017 
*United States/Detroit – July 4-16, 2017 
*Northern Ireland and Detroit Exchange – July 14 - August 3, 2017 

(July 14-24 in Belfast, July 24-August 3 in Detroit) 
 

Possible youth service trips in consideration through Bethesda are Thailand 
and Cheyenne Reservation, Montana.  If you are interested in either of 
these locations, please contact Pastor Andrea.   
 
There are also many other opportunities for summer or year-long service 
trips.   Bethesda has funds available to help make these opportunities a 
reality.  Contact Pastor Andrea with your interests and explore the 
possibilities! 
 

 
“The Mission of Bethesda Preschool 

is to provide a Christian preschool education for young children 
within an atmosphere of love, acceptance, and guidance.” 

https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture


FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering Sunday, January 8, 2017 
Attendance – 267 
Sunday School Attendance –  130 
Bethesda Canner Project ........................................................... $ 1,610.00 
Benevolent Fund ................................................................................ 95.00 
Bethesda Women’s Ministry .............................................................. 20.00 
Facility Renovation Fund – Parking Lot ......................................... 9,000.00 
Backpack Project .............................................................................. 150.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts .......................................... 8,624.25 
Worship Offering ................................................................ $19,499.25 
Sunday School Offering ........................................................... $178.35 
Total Sunday Offering ......................................................... $19,677.60 
 

OFFERING PROCEDURES 

It is time for a reminder of how offerings are processed. 

1.  All checks should be made payable to Bethesda or Bethesda 

Mennonite Church.  Note the project or organization you are 

giving to on the memo line of your check or on your envelope.  The 

treasurer sends funds designated for other entities to those 

entities after the end of each month.  Money given for special 

projects at Bethesda, such as sound system, canner, MCC school 

kits, etc. are held until needed. 

2. The bulletin always indicates what each Sunday offering is for, i.e., 

Local Church, MC USA, CMPC, AMBS, etc.  If you want your 

offering to be for something different than what is indicated for a 

particular Sunday, you may write a new designation in the memo 

line of your check or on the outside of your envelope. 

3. Local church offerings supply funds for all budgeted expenses at 

Bethesda.  This includes salaries, education (Sunday school, 

midweek, DVBS, etc.), youth ministry, facility upkeep, utilities, 

bulletins, office supplies, and other ministry needs.  

Thank You! 

 Cathy Wismer, Church Treasurer 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

       Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Sewing and Project Day 

Menu: Salad Bar and Crackers 

Devotions:  Walking in Wilderness  

by Rozella Swartzendruber 


