
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHESDA MENNONITE CHURCH – January 10, 2021 

WELCOME!  

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
A community caring for all God’s people, being transformed by 

Christ’s love, serving others as a witness of God’s grace and peace. 

REACH, GROW, SERVE 

Pastor Andrea Wall Sabbatical  

At the beginning of 2020, the deacons began conversation with Pastor 

Andrea about a sabbatical leave.  Since 2014, Bethesda has offered pastors 

up to a three-month leave for every fifth year of continuous service to 

Bethesda.  Pastor Andrea qualifies for this leave. In discussing the kinds of 

sabbatical leave recommended by Mennonite Church USA, we recognized 

the limitations on travel due to the pandemic.  While travel is often a part of 

a sabbatical leave, the kind of leave Pastor Andrea requested, does not 

require extensive travel, therefore, making it possible for this new year.   As 

we considered the dates for this three-month leave, we recommended 

unanimously for her to begin her sabbatical this winter, while activities are 

still limited due to the pandemic and while we have the pastoral staff and 

deacons on board to sufficiently care for the congregation. A “Rest and 

Spiritual Renewal Leave,” as defined by MC USA, is a leave that creates 

space in a pastor’s life for the replenishing of their spiritual resources through 

prayer, reflection, and rest.   

 

Pastor Andrea will be spending her time focusing on creating healthy 

rhythms in her life that can sustain her ongoing ministry in this 

congregation. She will be meeting with a spiritual director regularly and will 

be focusing on physical and family health.  Activities will include reading, 

practicing spiritual disciplines, physical exercise, and rest.  Her retreat 

location will be here in Henderson.  She will be spending time where her 

family spends their time - at home, at Custom Wood Products shop, and on 

local excursions.   

 

The deacons have approved her leave to begin mid-January and go 

through mid-April. If you have any questions, please contact one of the 

deacons.  

 
 



 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Bethesda Mennonite Church 930 16th Street PO Box 130 Henderson, NE 68371-0130 

Phone: 402-723-4562 

Pastor Seth 717-824-5998; Pastor Gene 580-660-5796; Pastor Andrea 402-710-3195 

Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net Website: www.bethesdamc.org  

Faith Formation Website: www.bmcfaithformation.com  

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Worship services are available via: 

• Livestream @ http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live  

• Facebook 

• Radio @ KOOL 103.5 FM 

• Cobalt Cable Channel #3207 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

 
MONDAY JANUARY 11 

8:00 p.m. Bd of Deacons 

 

TUESDAY JANUARY 12 

8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

1:00 p.m. BWM Project & 

Sewing Day 

 

WEDNEDSAY JANUARY 13 

6:00 p.m. Sunday School 

Committee 

7:00 p.m. Midweek 

7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE 

7:00 p.m. High School Bible 

Study 

 

SUNDAY JANUARY 17 

8:45 a.m. Deacon/Pastor 

Prayer Time 

9:30 a.m. Worship 

Message: Pastor Seth 

Offering: CPMC 

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 

 

CHURCH FAMILY 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WITH HEALTH 

CONCERNS, GRIEF OR FAMILY NEEDS… 
Jean Siebert, Jane Brehm, Ms. Dianne R. Buller, Fred 

Weisheit, Harris Peters, Diane Harrison, Jim Epp, Tim 

Detweiler, Nancy Friesen, Dianne Kliewer, Harlan 

Peters, Esther Quiring, Phyllis Peters Family 

 

Chelsea Vaught Acceptance to Call as Pastor of 

Worship and Congregational Care 

On December 13, the congregation voted to 

affirm the calling of Chelsea Vaught as Pastor of 

Worship and Congregational Care. The call is for 

a five-year term beginning March 1, 2021. After 

sending Chelsea an official letter of call and 

affirmation, we have received a letter of 

response.  

 

December 21, 2020 

Dear Bethesda Board of Deacons and 

Congregation, 

I am delighted to say yes to the call to serve as 

Pastor of Worship and Congregational Care at 

Bethesda starting March 1, 2021. I am grateful for 

the significant role of the Holy Spirit in this process 

and look forward to joyfully serving and 

ministering at Bethesda! 

Sincerely, Chelsea Vaught 

 

mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live


Death 

Phyllis Jean Peters was born on February 20, 1932, in Hutchinson, Kansas, 

to Dietrich J. and Sarah (Thiessen) Neufeld, and passed away in Hampton, 

Nebraska, on January 5, 2021, at the age of 88.  For everyone’s safety, the 

family will hold a Memorial Service at a future date.  Those left to cherish 

her memory are her three children, Michael (Katheryn) Peters of Boulder 

City, Nevada, Charlotte (Michael) Cudmore of Loveland, Colorado, and 

Barbara (Randy) Ratashak of Johnstown, Colorado; 7 grandchildren and 

10 great-grandchildren. She is also survived by her sister, Marilyn (Virgil) 

Kroeker of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; two sisters-in-law, Ardith Epp and 

Caroline (Elroy) Bergen all of Henderson and many nieces, nephews and 

other relatives and friends.  Please keep this family in your prayers. 

 

Death 

Herb Yoder, former pastor of several Central Plains congregations, passed 

away suddenly on January 5, 2021. The Yoder-Powell Funeral Home will 

be assisting the family and public visitation will be on Thursday, January 7, 

from 4-7pm. A private family service will be streamed at 10:00am on 

Friday, January 8, 2021.  Herb was called as a pastor to Bellwood 

Mennonite Church, in Milford, Nebraska, Manson Mennonite Church, in 

Manson, Iowa, and Washington Mennonite Church in Washington, Iowa. 

He also served as an interim for many current and former Central Plains 

congregations including: Eicher Emmanual Mennonite Church, Wayland, 

Iowa, Pleasantview Mennonite Church, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Wellman 

Mennonite Church, Wellman, Iowa,  Peace Mennonite Church, 

Burlington, Iowa, Bethel Mennonite Church, Wayland, Iowa, Evangelical 

Mennonite Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa, and Lower Deer Creek Mennonite 

Church, Wellman, Iowa.  You may read his full obituary 

at https://www.powellfuneralhomes.com/obituary/532124/Herbert--Lee-

Yoder/.  Please keep the family of Herb Yoder in your prayers.  

 

The Revelation Blessed Peace Church Matlapana congregation has 

requested funding assistance with facility and ministry needs for their 

rapidly growing congregation.  When Pastor Gene served in Botswana 

with COM/AIMM in the Maun area, he worked in prayer and Bible-

teaching ministry with a number of congregations of this small 

denomination. Church Council has approved a short term six month 

giving opportunity for this project and offerings may be designated 

"Botswana." 

 

Gifts Discernment Forms may be dropped off at the church office or left 

in the box outside the office. 

 

Annual Meeting 

The 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, February 

7, 2021, immediately following the worship service in the sanctuary.  We 

https://www.powellfuneralhomes.com/obituary/532124/Herbert--Lee-Yoder/
https://www.powellfuneralhomes.com/obituary/532124/Herbert--Lee-Yoder/


will not be able to fellowship together over a meal this year.    If you have 

not already done so, please email board or committee reports to 

bethesda@mainstaycomm.net  no later than Monday, January 11, in 

order to expedite the printing process of the Annual Meeting packets.  

Thank you! 

 

Please notify the church office of any address, phone, or other yearbook 

changes by January 31, 2021.   

 

Sunday School Teacher Needed 

The Sunday School Committee is looking for a junior high Sunday school 

teacher. If you are interested, please contact Daphne Hall at 402-562-

0811. 

YOUTH 

 

High school youth group (Powerhouse) will be meeting in the sanctuary at 

7:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 13 for Bible study and music.  Bring your 

Bibles.   

 

Junior high youth group (CORNERSTONE) will be meeting in the Upper 

Room at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, January 13 for Bible study. Bring your 

Bibles.  A zoom link is available for kids to join youth group from home and 

will be sent via text message.   

 

Parents, if you would like to be a part of text updates for your child 

regarding church activities, please contact the office.   

 

High School Annual Meeting Meal Fundraiser 

This year’s Annual Meeting meal fundraiser has been cancelled.   

 

ACROSS THE STREET & AROUND THE WORLD 
 

We all have a story to tell. Learn how to tell yours well by attending a series 

of webinars called “Remembering your story: Creating your own spiritual 

autobiography,” starting January 12 at 7:00 p.m. For more information 

about this and other upcoming webinars (and the zoom link), visit our 

website centralplainsmc.org. 

 

Canner Operator 

MCC is looking for new canner operators! This two-year service term is 

unique and offers the opportunity to travel around the U.S. and Canada, 

working as a team while meeting new people! Check out 

mcc.org/canning for details! 

 

mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net
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Are you anticipating a Long Cold Winter? Then join us for a series of warm 

webinars for a cold season! Each month of this season, the Christian 

Formation Committee from CPMC is putting together a series of webinars 

to help us connect, learn, play, and pray together. For more information 

about this and the rest of the webinars in the series (and for the Zoom link), 

visit our website, centralplainsmc.org. 

 

Swan Lake Christian Camp Winter Retreat 

Winter retreats are just around the corner.  Make plans now to attend.  

Family camp is February 26-28.  Families with children, grandparents, 

singles and young married couples are all invited to attend this fun filled 

weekend.  Don’t forget to sign you kids up for Winter Youth retreats.  Dates 

are as follows: Junior high retreat January 15-27 and Senior high retreat is 

January 22-24.  Sign up online at www.myslcc.com. 

 

Join MCC for a series of “MCC and Me” webinars to hear more about 

service opportunities. Are you ready to step out and into service? To gain 

new skills and experiences while working for relief, development and 

peace in the name of Christ?  

MCC is working to adapt our programming as the situation with COVID-

19 develops. All sessions relate to anticipated service needs, though 

timing and some other details may be subject to change. 

•             January 13 at 3 p.m. EST: Summer Service leadership program  

•             February 25 at 10 a.m. EST: Sharing with Appalachian People 

   (SWAP) summer staff 

•             February 25 at 8 p.m. EST: International service worker 

•             March 6 at 12 p.m. EST: International service worker 

•             March TBD: Mobile Meat Canner 

For more information and to register: mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-

service-opportunities. 

 

Mennonite Voluntary Service is accepting applications for the 2021-2022 

service term. Two units are still accepting applications for this year! Serve, 

learn, and grow in faith with a community of your peers! Visit 

MennoniteMission.net/MVS to learn more! 

 

http://centralplainsmc.org/
http://www.myslcc.com/
https://mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-service-opportunities
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FINANCIALS 
Worship Offering: December 27, 2020 

Worship Attendance: 149 

Sunday School Attendance: 49 
Mennonite Mission Network $250.00 

Central Plains Mennonite Conference $185.00 

Mennonite Central Committee $250.00 

Botswana $270.00 

Bethesda Canner Fund $2,000.00 

Benevolent Fund $800.00 

Facility Renovations & Parking Lot $5,750.00 

Van & Garage $5,750.00 

Youth Service Trips $3.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $32,429.50 

Offering Total $47,687.50 

Sunday School Offering $143.00 

Total Sunday Morning Offering $47,830.50 

 

Christmas Eve Service December 24, 2020 

Bethesda Canner Project $200.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $2,670.00 

Total $2,870.00 

 

New Year’s Eve Service December 31, 2020 

Dayspring $1,000.00 

Botswana $1,300.00 

Ashland Fellowship $100.00 

Benevolent Fund $1,275.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $200.00 

Total $3,875.00 

 

Worship Offering: January 3, 2021 

Worship Attendance: 156 

Sunday School Attendance: 79 

Mennonite Church USA/Mission Network $1,995.00 

Mennonite Central Committee $250.00 

Dayspring Ministries $100.00 

Botswana $70.00 

Benevolent Fund $600.00 

Living Water Rescue Mission $200.00 

Radio/Live Streaming $10.00 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts $4,150.00 

Total $7,375.00 

Sunday School Offering $86.50 

Sunday School Projects $549.00 

Total Sunday Morning Offering $8,010.50 

John E. Friesen Memorial (Livestream) $1,060.00 

 
 

 



MESSAGE NOTES: Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV) 
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CONNECT 
 

For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-

off in the offering or at the church office. 

 

I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Programs  Serving 

 Youth Programs   Baptism 

 Bible Studies   Membership 

 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 

 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News.  Please 

enter your email address: 

___________________________________________ 

 

 I’m new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 

 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda 

yearbook. 

 

Name  

Address  

City, State, 

Zip 

 

Email  

Home 

Phone 

 

Cell Phone  

 

My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 

 High School     College 

 Adult 

 

Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 

 

 

Please pray for… 

 

 
 


