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Epiphany Art 
During the six Sundays of Epiphany, beginning January 8, 2017, we will 
celebrate God’s enduring promises.  As a part of this celebration we invite 
those with art and design gifts to consider creating or sharing a creation 
that speaks of God’s promises; the promise of new life, faithfulness, 
mission, blessing, guidance and freedom. If you have questions, please 
contact the church office or Pastor Jim.    
 

Poinsettias  
Thank you to all who donated poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary.  You 
may pick up your plant following worship this morning. 
 

Annual Reports Needed 
The Annual Meeting of Bethesda Mennonite Church will take place 
Sunday, February 5, 2017.  All board and committee chairs should submit 
their Annual Reports no later than Tuesday, January 3, 2017, to expedite 
the printing of the Annual Report.  The following reports are still needed:  
Church Council, Historical Committee, Sunday School Committee, Student 
Services and Camping Committee, Weekday Christian Education 
Committee, CORNERSTONE, Powerhouse, Sunday Evening Committee, 
Board of Service and Outreach, MCC Et Cetera Shop, MCC Canner 
Committee, Bethesda Women’s Ministries, Dayspring Ministry and Board 
of Business. You may email them or send a hard copy to Cindy at 
bethesda@mainstaycomm.net.    
 
MCC Canner 
Approximately $15,000 is still needed to completely fund this year’s canner 
project.  Thank you for your generosity as we can meat to relieve the 
suffering of individuals impacted by war, violence, trauma and famine. 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 8, 2017, a Congregational Meeting will be held at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall to give an update on the Child Development Center 
and on maintenance and special projects that are planned for Bethesda in 
summer 2017.    

Norm Yoder, Congregational Moderator 

http://www.bethesdamc.org/
mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net


WEEK AT   A GLANCE  

SUNDAY, January 1 
8:45 a.m.  Deacons Prayer Time 
9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:40 a.m. Sunday School 
 

MONDAY, January 2 
Church Offices Closed 

 
TUESDAY, January 3 

8:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 
 

 WEDNESDAY, January 4 
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 

7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. Catechism 
7:00 p.m. CORNERSTONE (at Jan Friesen’s house) 
8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 
SATURDAY, January 7 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at Perks 
9:00 a.m. Deacons/Pastors/Church Council/Board Chairs  

Retreat at Aurora Leadership Center 
 
 

 Next SUNDAY, January 8 
Epiphany Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

Pastor –  Seth Miller 
Offering – Local Church 

Special Music –  Chancel Choir 
 Music – Laura Steingard 

4:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHURCH FAMILY 
Please pray for those with health concerns, grief or family needs. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Peggy (Kenneth L.) Friesen 
Kori Lewis Lincoln Surgical Center 
 
Please keep our catechism students in your prayers:  Kate Bergen (Brian 
and Angie Bergen), Lane Huebert (Phil and Melissa Goertzen), Ben Mestl 
(Jim and Gina Mestl), Peyton Ott (Justin and Tammy Ott), Bailey Peters (Jeff 
and Tami Peters) and Sydney Siebert (Leo and Susan Siebert). 
 
From Mennonite Mission Network 
Akiko Aratani and Ray Epp, long-term associates with Mennonite Mission 
Network in Japan, have asked SOOP for help at Menno Village, an 
agricultural initiative of Mennonite churches in Hokkaido. Pray for 
volunteers to help with building projects and with farm work while enjoying 
cultural experiences. 
 
From Central Plains Mennonite Conference 
Pray for Shana Peachey Boshart, conference minister for Christian 
formation, as she begins a three-month sabbatical this week.  She will use 
the time for rest, practicing contemplative prayer and studying 
intercultural competence. 
 
Birth 
A son, Jax Forrest, was born to Brian and Cori Friesen on November 17, 
2016.  Brother, Wyatt, welcomed him home.  Local grandparents are 
Kenneth L. and Peggy Friesen.  Blessings to this family. 
 
Adult Bible Study will resume this Wednesday, January 4, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Men’s Bible Study at Perks will resume this Saturday, January 7, at 7:00 
a.m. 
 
Preschool through 6th grade will have joint Sunday school this morning in 
the second grade classroom (tv room upstairs) to watch a movie.  Popcorn 
provided! 
 
 
 



Bethesda Bible Series 
Bethesda Bible Series is coming up January 28-29, 2017. Bryan Moyer 
Suderman will lead Reading the Bible With Jesus, an inspirational four 
session study on the book of Mark.  Bryan is an itinerant Bible teacher and 
singer/songwriter.  He has spent the last 25 years finding creative ways to 
engage all ages in scripture.  More information to follow. 
 
Address Changes 
Please notify the church office of any address changes as well as any other 
yearbook updates by January 16, 2017.   
 
Bible Studies 
In 2017, resolve to join a Bible study at Bethesda. Bible studies for various 
age groups are available: 
*Youth – Sunday evenings:  7:30 p.m. at Jeff and Tami Peters’ home, 402-
723-5273. 
*Men’s Bible Study – Saturday mornings:  7:00 a.m. at Perks with Pastor 
Seth. 
*Young Mother’s Bible Study – Wednesdays: 9:30-11:00 a.m. with Kara 
Janzen, 402-723-5683. 
*Adult Bible Study – Wednesday evenings:  7:00-8:00 p.m. with Pastor Jim. 
Watch the Bethesda News for further details regarding locations and dates.  
 
Childcare Help Needed 
The women's Bible study that meets on Wednesday mornings at Bethesda 
needs additional babysitters to help watch the kids while their mothers 
meet. There are usually 12-15 women that meet each week and there can 
be more than 20 kids to be cared for.  It is an incredible blessing to these 
young women to have this time to gather each week, knowing that their 
children are well cared for.  The study will begin meeting on January 18 
from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. and will continue into the spring. If a weekly 
commitment is too much but you'd be available part time, that would be 
helpful too. If you are interested in helping in this way, please contact Kara 
Janzen at 723-5683.  
 

Backpack Program…Eleven families are currently 
participating in this year’s Backpack Program.  
Bethesda will be responsible for three backpacks each 
week.  A sign-up sheet is located on the east bulletin 
board.  Backpacks are available to pick up at the school  



on Wednesdays and should be returned by Friday (please note any short 
weeks on the schedule when backpacks should be returned before Friday).  
When filling backpacks please remember to wipe down the inside of the 
backpack with a Clorox wipe and insert one set of Henderson Foodmart 
vouchers per bag.  Vouchers are located on the east bulletin board near the 
sign-up sheet.  Donated items can be left at the table in front of the church 
office or purchased and donated directly at Henderson Foodmart (leave in 
the blue box at the store).   Keep your eyes open for suggested items 
marked with a purple backpack tag at Foodmart.   

 
YOUTH 

For junior high and high school calendars visit the Bethesda Faith Formation  
page at www.bmcfaithformation.com.    
 
Catechism class will meet Wednesday, January 4, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Conference Room.   
 
Powerhouse (high school) will kick off on Wednesday, January 11, from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Powerhouse Room to prepare to lead worship on 
January 15.  The winter and spring calendar can be found online at 
www.bmcfaithformation.com. 
 
CORNERSTONE (junior high) will kick off again Wednesday, January 4, from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. with a video and snacks.  We will be meeting at Jan 
Friesen’s house, 820 S. 15th Street.   
 
Orlando registration forms and updated fundraising information will be 
available this week in the office and will be mailed to each youth.  Early 
registrations will be due Sunday, January 15, to Pastor Andrea. 
 
High School Bible Study at Jeff and Tami Peters’ home will resume in 
January 2017.  More information will be coming regarding the date. 
 
Youth/Young Adult Summer Service Opportunities  
This summer, youth ages 14-22 are invited to apply for service 
opportunities, in the countries listed on the next page, through Mennonite 
Mission Network’s Youth Venture Program.  You can visit their website 
at https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture for more 
information.   
 
 

http://www.bmcfaithformation.com/
https://www.mennonitemission.net/Serve/Youth%20Venture


*Peru – July 11-31, 2017 
*Benin (West Africa) – July 10-26, 2017 
*United States/Detroit – July 4-16, 2017 
*Northern Ireland and Detroit Exchange – July 14 - August 3, 2017 

(July 14-24 in Belfast, July 24-August 3 in Detroit) 
 

Possible youth service trips in consideration through Bethesda are Thailand 
and Cheyenne Reservation, Montana.  If you are interested in either of 
these locations, contact Pastor Andrea.   
 
There are also many other opportunities for summer or year-long service 
trips.   Bethesda has funds available to help make these opportunities a 
reality.  Contact Pastor Andrea with your interests and explore the 
possibilities! 
 

 

“The Mission of Bethesda Preschool 
is to provide a Christian preschool education for young children 

within an atmosphere of love, acceptance, and guidance.” 
 

Bethesda Preschool has a Facebook Page! 
Be sure to “like” us for 

preschool updates and happenings at 
https://www.facebook.com/bethesdapreschoolers. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/bethesdapreschoolers


FINANCIALS 
Christmas Eve Offering, December 24, 2016 
Attendance – 472 
Mennonite Central Committee ................................................... $   100.00 
Swan Lake Christian Camp Building Project ..................................... 150.00 
MCC Canner ..................................................................................... 400.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ........................................ 10,295.20 
Total Christmas Eve Offering ............................................... $10,945.20 
 

Worship Offering Sunday, December 25, 2016 
Attendance – 203 
Sunday School Attendance – No Sunday School 
Mennonite Central Committee ................................................ $      100.00 
Dayspring – Menno Village - Japan .................................................  540.00 
Dayspring – Undesignated ............................................................... 100.00 
Reach International – Sam and Sherri ............................................. 100.00 
MCC Canner .................................................................................. 3,495.00 
Benevolent Fund .............................................................................. 100.00 
Technology Improvement Fund/Sound ........................................... 500.00 
Bethesda General Operating Receipts ........................................ 25,207.25 
Worship Offering ................................................................ $30,142.25 
Total Sunday Offering ......................................................... $30,142.25 
 
Additional Clara Ratzlaff Memorial  
 Henderson Care Center      $50.00 
 
 
 

 
Sanctuary Unavailable July through October 2017 
PLEASE NOTE: The sanctuary will be unavailable from 
July 1, 2017 through October 31, 2017 due to Board of 
Business projects.  They will be painting the ceiling 
beams, rearranging pews to allow more space between 
benches, and replacing lights and carpet.   Please keep 

this in mind as you plan weddings and other events. 

 
 



 

 

 

  Faith Travels: 

Trusting God in Life’s Transitions 


