
 BETHESDA NEWS 
Welcome to Worship! 

June 7, 2026 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
"A community caring for all God's people, being transformed by Christ's love, 

serving others as a witness of God's grace and peace." 
CONNECT, EQUIP, SEND 

 
MINISTRYTEAM 
Pastor Andrea Wall: 402-710-3195 andrea@mainstaycomm.net 
Pastor Chelsea Vaught: 402-363-7004 chelsea.vaught@bethesdamc.org 
Pastor J Epp: 402-366-7475                      j.epp@bethesdamc.org 
 

CONTACTUS 
Bethesda Mennonite Church 

930 16th Street PO Box 130 
Henderson, NE 68371-0130 

Church Office: 402-723-4562 
 

BMC Office Hours: Monday  –  Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
BMC Office Manager Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net 
BMC Treasurer Email: treasurer@bethesdamc.org 
BMC Website: www.bethesdamc.org 

 
 

WORSHIPSERVICES 
Can be viewed/listened to live… 
 Livestream @ http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live 
 Facebook 
 KOOL Radio 103.5 FM at 11:30 a.m. 
 Local Cobalt Cable Channel 3207 

Reminder… 
 The east doors will remain open during office hours 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday. If you drop off items in the Et Cetera room and 
need to have the north door unlocked, please call the office.  

mailto:chelsea.vaught@bethesdamc.org
mailto:bethesda@mainstaycomm.net
mailto:treasurer@bethesdamc.org
http://www.bethesdamc.org/
http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live


                                               WEEKLYCALENDAR 

 
CHURCHFAMILY 
Please keep in prayer those with health concerns, grief, or family needs: 
Rachelle Schweitzer, Bryan Bechtel, Dean Brehm, Elly Siebert (Margie Siebert's 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUNDAY 
8:45 a.m. Deacons Meet 
9:30 a.m. Worship  
10:40 a.m. VBS Open House – No Sunday School 
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1  
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1  
8:00 p.m. Church Council 
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1  
9:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1  
12:00 p.m. Bulletin Announcements Due 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Hometown Fresh Trailer in 
Bethesda Parking Lot 
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1  
Swan Lake Christian Camp –  
7th & 8th Grade Camp 1 
Church Offices Closed 
5:30 p.m. Ellie Steingard & Dylan Olmsted 
Wedding Rehearsal 
4:30 p.m. Ellie Steingard & Dylan Olmsted 
Wedding  
8:45 a.m. Deacons Meet 
9:30 a.m. Worship  
Message: Pastor J Epp 
Music: Sandra Quiring, Pianist 
Offering to God 
12:00 p.m. Potluck 
8:15 p.m. Youth Group Service Trip Sharing 



granddaughter), Alton Friesen, the Margaret Hiebner family and the family of 
Mike Harrison. 
 
Death 
     Micheal Harrison of Henderson, Nebraska died on Sunday, May 31, 2026 at 
the age of 73. He is survived by children Thomas "TJ" Harrison of Henderson and 
daughter Dawn (Joe) Muhs of Omaha; five grandchildren; his brother, Paul 
Harrison of Wichita, Kan.; sister, Sylvia Warren of York; and brother-in-law, 
Donovan Friesen of Freeman, S.D. Please keep the family in your prayer as they 
mourn the loss of Mike. 
     Committal service will be held at 9:45 a.m., Monday, June 8, 2026 at 
Bethesda Cemetery. Memorial services will follow at 10:30 a.m. at the Bethesda 
Mennonite Church in Henderson. Micheal has been cremated. There will be 
visitation from 1-9 p.m. on Sunday, with family greeting friends from 7-8:30 
p.m. that evening, all at the mortuary in Henderson. Memorials may be directed 
to the family for later designation. 
  
Wedding 
     Gary and Deanna Steingard announce the approaching  
marriage of their daughter Ellie to Dylan Olmsted, son of  
Allan and Isolde Olmsted of York on Saturday, June 6, 2026.  
Please pray for this couple as they begin their new life together. 
 

                                                ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Cemetery Reminder 
     Flowers and other arrangements are allowed at the cemetery for 10 days 
following Memorial Day. Any items left after Monday, June 8, 2026, will be 
disposed of.  
 
Summer Music 
     The Music Committee is starting to plan for summer music! If you’d like to 
sing or play an instrument for special music, or if you have ideas of people we 
should invite, let us know. As of now we only have five Sunday's to fill! We’d 
love to hear from you and will follow up! 
                                  — Kelsey Bergen, Joy Steckly, Dale Steingard, Pastor Chelsea 
 
Central Plains Mennonite Conference Annual Meeting 
     June 25-28, 2026: Make plans now to attend Central Plains Mennonite 
Conference Annual Meeting to be held June 25-28, 2026 in Mountain Lake, 
MN. The conference will focus on "Reconciliation As Witness" with Betty Pries 



as the keynote speaker. All registration materials are available at our website: 
June 25-28, 2026 CPMC Annual Meeting, Mountain Lake, MN. 
 

WOMEN'SMINISTRY   
White Cookbooks Are Here!! 
     The White Cookbook is officially digitized, printed and in the church office 
as you read this! This is the fourth printing of the Bethesda Mennonite Church 
Cookbook thanks to the Bethesda Women's Mission. The price has gone up a 
smidge as they are now available for $25.00. Stop in and pick one, two, three, 
or four up, you never know when the next White Cookbook Drought will hit! 
 

                                               YOUTHMINISTRIES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swan Lake Christian Camp Dates 
                                                         Mark your calendars now and sign up for camp 
                                                         this summer at Swan Lake Christian Camp!  
                                                         Your child/children can attend Swan Lake   
                                                         Christian Camp at NO CHARGE. To register, go 
to www.myslcc.com, and check the appropriate church scholarship amount. 
Bethesda Mennonite Church will be billed at the end of the summer for those 
who attended. 

Summer 2026 Dates 
(Grades Based on '25-'26 School Year) 

7th & 8th Grade 1: June 7-12                        9th – 12th Grade: June 21-26 
5th & 6th Grade 1: June 28 – July 2         3rd & 4th Grade 2: July 6-9 
Day Camp 3 (Age 5 – 2nd Grade): July 10         7th & 8th Grade 2: July 12-17                
5th & 6th Grade 2: July 26-31 
 
 
 
          

http://www.myslcc.com/


Swan Lake Christian Camp Reminder 
     Just a reminder for parents, there is a form on the  
church website that should be filled out if your child  
plans to attend Swan Lake Christian Camp this  
summer. At bethesdamc.org under the menu you will  
find a “Ministries” listing, give it a click and you will then  
see the Swan Lake Christian Camp heading and the form  
can be found there. And if your driving kids to camp, snap a group photo at 
the camp sign… for the bulletin and I have Faith Journals to fill. 
 
Reserving the Church Van 
                                               As a reminder, the church van is available for 
                                                 transporting kids to and from Swan Lake Christian 
                                                    Camp this summer. Forms for the driver and 
                                                    passengers need to be filled out and are available 
                                                     on the church website (bethesdamc.org) under  
                                                      the ‘Child Protection’ tab and then click on the 
                                                      ‘Driving History/Record Release Form’ under 
                                                    ‘Volunteer Forms’. Contact Kerri at the Church 
Office by emailing bethesda@mainstaycomm.net or texting 402.366.0977 to 
reserve the church van. 
 
Youth Service Trip Sharing 
     Mark your calendars for June 14 at 8:15 p.m. when you can hear stories 
from the Youth Service Trip to San Angelo, Texas. The group spent the week 
working with the Mennonite Disaster Service on flood relief. 
      Amanda Goertzen, Isabelle Buller, Mary Dente, Willabelle Panko, Hallie 
Tessman, Maddie Janzen, VaNessa Vap, Braden Janzen, Jonathan Friesen, Luke 
Janzen, Samuel Friesen, Carter Peters and Waylon Tessman and sponsors 
Connie Bechtel, Ashley Buller, Kara Janzen, Andrea Wall, Kevin Friesen, Jay Dee 
Janzen and Roy Smith made the trek down south. 
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MISSIONSLOCAL/GLOBAL  
Employment openings at AMBS 
     Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana, is accepting 
applications for three full-time positions: Director of Enrollment, Director of 
Library Services, and Digital Marketing and Publications Manager. Please share 
about these openings with people you know who may be interested! See the 
job descriptions: ambs.edu/jobs 
 
Ready to take a fresh look at the Bible?  
     Check out Orienting With the Word, a five-month program of Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary’s Faith Formation Collaborative that builds 
community and biblical competency through Bible study. Each participating 
congregation designates a small group to join with others in a Bible study 
practice that involves wrestling, wondering and worship with the biblical text. 
The next cohort runs Aug. 1 – Dec. 13, and the program is free to participating 
congregations. Apply by June 15! ambs.edu/orienting-with-the-word 
 
Online Short Course: Exploring Peace and Justice in the Bible 
     Sept. 16 – Oct. 27: Join Paul Keim, PhD, and Drew Strait, PhD, to study 
pertinent Scripture passages and reflect on how these texts contribute to a 
robust and biblically based practice of peace and justice today. This online 
short course of Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary lasts six weeks. No 
grades, no papers! CEUs available. Register by Aug. 26 to save $50. 
ambs.edu/online-short-courses 
 

                                        GIVINGATTENDANCE 
Sunday, May 31, Worship Attendance: 209 
Sunday, May 31, Sunday School Attendance: 104 
 
Worship Offering: May 31, 2026 

Bethesda General Operating Receipts            $7,924.00 
Sunday School Offering                  $25.00 
Total Sunday Offering            $7,949.00 

 
Margaret Hiebner Memorials: MDS - $725 
                              
                                
                 

https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=0db65b300e&e=721b02c5f7
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=84f4ea7c54&e=721b02c5f7
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=19d653bc31&e=721b02c5f7


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONNECT 
For more information, complete the form below and drop this tear-off in the 
offering or the church office. 
 
I would like more information about: 

 Children’s Programs   Serving 
 Youth Programs   Baptism 
 Bible Studies   Membership 
 Choirs    Other ____________________________ 

 
 I would like to receive the weekly e-Bethesda News and bulletin. Please 

enter your email address: ___________________________________________ 
 

 I am new to Bethesda Mennonite Church. 
 

 Please update/add my contact information to the Bethesda yearbook. 
 

Name  
Address  
City, State, Zip  
Email  
Home Phone  
Cell Phone  

 
My age range: 

 Elementary School    Junior High 
 High School     College 
 Adult 

 
 
Comments/Bulletin Announcement… 

 
 
 
 

 



MESSAGENOTES 

                      "Encouragement for the Church" 
                             Pastor Andrea Wall 

 Romans 1:1-17 (NRSV) 
 


