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Sunday, February 22, 2026, 9:30 a.m.
First Sunday of Lent

DWELLING 1IN

We often think of love and grief as very different emotions.

This week, we are challenged with the dissonance of their relationship.

Pay attention to Jesus’ words and actions here,
and the dissonance they stir up in us.

Prelude Marilyn Kroeker, Pianist
"Living Hope"
"How He Loves"
"I Know a Name"
"Holy Spirit" Worship Band
Jay & Marilyn Kroeker, Bennett Friesen, Logan Bechtel,
Braden Janzen, Connie Bechtel, Lindy Siebert,
Ashton Brown, Kara Janzen, Amanda Goertzen, Mary Dente
Welcome & Call to Worship Pastor Andrea Wall
(Congregation read bold print)
One: Welcome Lent.
All: Welcome mystery.
One: Welcome dissonance.
All: Welcome grief.
One: Welcome glory and uncertainty.
All: Welcome fullness from above.
One: Welcome death and resurrection.
All: Welcome Jesus’ fiercest love.

* "Jesus calls us here to meet him” STJ3
(Children are invited to come forward on stanza 4)
Children’s Focus Tara Maltsberger

HWB 614
Alan Janzen

*"In the bulb there is a flower”
Congregational Prayer

"Rise Up Lazarus" Worship Band
Scripture Reading: John 11:1-44 Pastor J Epp
Leader: This is the Word of God, for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Pastor J Epp

Message “If Only...”

* "Mighty to Save” Powerhouse Book Page 32

Announcements Pastor Andrea Wall
Offering to God Pastor Andrea Wall
Offertory Marilyn Kroeker, Pianist

* Benediction Pastor J Epp

* “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

Worship Band

* If you are able, you are invited to stand.

All are invited to participate in the Christian Education Hour
and to stop by the Coffee Spot in the Fellowship Hall.

Johmn

11:17-30

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb for four days.

Now Bethany was less than two miles
from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come
to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the
loss of their brothe. When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet
him, but Mary stayed at home.

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.
But I know that even now God will give you
whatever you ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.”

Martha answered, “I know he will rise

again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; and whoever
lives by believing in me will never die. Do
you believe this?”

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is
to come into the world.”

After she had said this, she went back
and called her sister Mary aside. “The
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for
you.” When Mary heard this, she got up
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not
yet entered the village, but was still at the



John11:30-44

place where Martha had met him. When the
Jews who had been with Mary in the house,
comforting her, noticed how quickly she got
up and went out, they followed her,
supposing she was going to the tomb to
mourn there.

‘When Mary reached the place where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet
and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.”

‘When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who had come along with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and
troubled. “Where have you laid him? he
asked.

”Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved
him!”

But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to

the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid
across the entrance. “Take away the stone,”
he said.

“But Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the
dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor,
for he has been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that
if you believe, you will see the glory of
God?”

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus
looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the
people standing here, that they may believe
that you sent me.”

‘When he had said this, Jesus called in a
loud voicem, “Lazarus, come out!” The
dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth
around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave
clothes and let him go.”
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Bethesda Mennonite Church

Phone: 402.723.4562

930 16™ Street, P.O. Box 130, Henderson, NE 68371
Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Phone: 402-723-4562

Email: bethesda@mainstaycomm.net or_treasurer@bethesdamc.org

Website: www.bethesdamc.org

e  When you are unable to attend worship, please join us via...

o  Radio at KOOL 103.5 FM

o  Livestream at http://bethesdamc.org/watch-live

[ THE BOOK OF ]

o

. Hearing Impaired Worshipers: If you need hearing assistance, feel free to sit in the front
center seating to take advantage of our Hearing-Loop system. Williams units are also
available in the rear of the sanctuary for your use.

e When you desire pastoral care outside of office hours, please call:

o  Pastor Andrea Wall: 402-710-3195 (cell) or email
andrea@mainstaycomm.net

o  Pastor Chelsea Vaught: 402-363-7004 (cell) or email
chelsea.vaught@bethesdamc.org (On Sabbatical)

o  Pastor J. Epp: 402-366-7475 (cell) or email

Cobalt Cable Channel #3207

The Death of Lazarus

j.epp@bethesdamc.org

02.22
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