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There is no Spoon 
 
In 1999, the film “The Matrix” came out and became a sci-fi classic. For 
those who haven’t seen the film (spoiler alert), the plot is based on the 
concept that the life people are experiencing is only a simulation created 
by a race of artificial intelligence machines so they can use humans as a 
source of electrical energy. At a pivotal point early in the movie Neo, the 
main character, is given a choice of taking a red pill to learn the truth or a 
blue pill and remaining in his simulated life.  He takes the red pill as you 
can guess since the movie went on for another hour plus and had three 
sequels.   

While one could derive some parallels between this film and certain 
aspects of our faith, the big one for me is how it contrasts perception and 
reality.  In one scene, a child in the apartment of the Oracle appeared to 
be bending a spoon with his mind. He offered the spoon to Neo to try and 
while Neo struggled at first, the child encouraged him by commenting “Do 
not try to bend the spoon. That’s impossible. Instead … only try to realize 
the truth…There is no spoon.” This moment in the film passed by as 
merely a point of amusement, but years later when I was struggling 
through a situation nearly as difficult as any I had encountered before, 
this line from the movie came back to me and I had an “AH-HA” moment.   

After eleven years of working in finance and accounting having had good 
success at each job I held and progressing in my career, I came to a 
series of jobs in which I completely failed at. The work was no different 
than the prior positions, yet for some reason I simply couldn’t perform to 
the level which I believed I was capable. While for some this would be 
frustrating. For me this was catastrophic.   

You see, I felt that the foundation of my identity was in my professional 
life. Yes, my family was a component of my life, my faith was a 
component of my life, and so on, but I rooted my identity in my career and 
professional abilities.  This was born from a strong work ethic and sense 
of responsibility to provide for my family financially. With my job going well 
and bills being paid, I felt I could focus on my family, friends, faith, etc. 
So, when that foundation completely crumbled beneath my feet,  
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I felt like I was sinking under the waves with nothing to grab ahold of. I 
prayed more fervently each day as this situation developed asking 
God for answers and/or solutions. “Why is this happening to me? What 
am I doing wrong? Why can’t I…?”  I reached a point where I fell 
before God completely out of words, out of ideas, out of thoughts with 
nothing left of myself that I could trust. I was at the absolute end of 
myself, and it was at this point I remembered this line from the movie 
“there is no spoon”.   

My assumption had always been that my relationship with God was a 
partnership of sorts. That despite God being omniscient, omnipotent, 
perfect, and holy, that somehow, I brought something to the table apart 
from him. That in some small way I had something to offer, something 
that in and of myself I could do.  For most of my life it was about 
trusting and obeying and while that is important, it came with the idea 
that apart from God I was responsible for some aspects of my life 
based on this misperception of compartmentalization; that there were 
things within my control that I was responsible for, and God would 
handle everything outside of my control.   While this seemed 
reasonable, in that moment I came to realize the truth…that nothing is 
in my control.  The one thing I had always counted on, my professional 
abilities, were gone with no reason or explanation: just gone.  So then 
if nothing is in my control, that must mean that God would handle 

everything, period.  I realized that what abilities I had professionally weren’t of me. They weren’t apart from 
God but were FROM God.  All that I am and capable of, all the abilities on which I based my identity are given 
by God.  

We sometimes speak of our lives as a house with many rooms. For me my professional life was the basement 
that I always kept locked off. I had opened all the other doors of my life to God, but never thought I needed to 
unlock and open this one until that day when I opened it and found it empty.  I had accepted Christ as my 
savior when I was a kid and tried to live in obedience to him, although not always successfully. I had a stretch 
of nearly a decade where I had walked away from God after some horrific situations in my life that led me to 
question everything. I didn’t doubt the gospel but my relationship to that gospel. After this phase I began to 
seek God again and draw back to him, yet it wasn’t until this point that I fully surrendered everything that I was 
and everything that I had.  In addition to this misperception I had, there was also an underlying fear that total 
surrender to God meant giving up everything and losing some things in my life I didn’t want to lose.  Now I had 
nothing left to lose as the last thing I clung to was gone.  

I remember driving home after losing my job and throwing my hands in the air saying to God “Ok, I have no 
idea what you have planned for me now, but I trust you.”  That trust would be tested over the next 8 months as 
I tried to find the next job. During that time, I learned how to completely surrender, how to view everything and 
everyone in my life as a gift from God. I learned not to take ANYTHING for granted, to live each day on its own 
leaving the past behind me and the future in His hands. The work ethic remained but the responsibility to 
provide for my family transferred from my shoulders to God’s. And guess what? He provided faithfully and 
abundantly.  After eight months God led me to a little company in Salem taking on a job that would be a 

Key Events  ’22 – ‘23 
 Men’s Breakfasts (Quarterly)          
 All at 7:30 – 9:00am 
o October 8 
o January 14 
o April 8 
o July 8 

 Hikes (Monthly)                

TBD 
 

Men’s Conference                        
May 12-13 at CCC Campus 

 
Other Events 

TBD 
For a live listing of all events, go to the men’s 
ministry page on the church website.  All 
events at the church unless otherwise stated. 



demotion from what I had been doing. The pay was less but so was the commute. I knew it was the right job a 
few days into it because suddenly my God-given abilities returned in ways way beyond anything I had 
previously experienced! The fear I once held about totally surrendering to God was replaced with peace, 
gratitude, and amazement at his grace, mercy, and abundant love.  

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
Matthew 16:25   

“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children, or 
lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.”            
Matthew 19.29.   

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6   

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.” Mathew 6:33.  

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13.  

I’ve read these verses all my life and knew them to be true potentially.  Now I know them to be true 
experientially. It’s hard to let go. God know this and sometimes he takes us to a point where we have 
nowhere to go but up and we find ourselves with a choice: take the red pill or the blue pill – take the narrow 
road or the wide road, and while the narrow road is a lot harder to travel down, remember God has promised to 
get you to your destination and He is faithful in keeping his promises! 

 
THE BIG THREE 

 
Upcoming events 

• Lunch Bunch – Wednesday Oct 12th, 11:30AM – 1:00PM at Gustav’s Bargarten Restaurant 

• Trunk or Treat – Monday Oct 31st, 5:30PM – 7:30PM on Countryside Campus 

• Operation Christmas Child Packing Party – Thursday Nov 11th, 6:30pm – 8:00PM on Countryside 
Campus 

• Celebrate Recovery – Every Tuesday, 6:00PM – 8:30PM on Countryside Campus 
Ministry Opportunities 

Children’s ministry Kid venture: Ages 2 months-5th grade 
Student ministry Elevate: Grades 6th-12th 
Men’s ministry Countryside Men’s Community 
Woman’s ministry Countryside woman’s Community 

 

PURSUING GOD UNLEASHING 
COMPASSION 

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY 



Missions and Outreach  
Kennedy Elementary school 
OCEF Church Planters 
Wholehearted Home (Orphanage in Haiti) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Info  
Countryside Christian Church 
5775 McLeod Ln NE 
Keizer OR, 97303 
 
Phone: 503-540-1989 
Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 3pm 
Mailing Address – PO Box 21015 Keizer OR, 97307 
Email Address – info@countrysidechristianchurch.org 
Countryside Community Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252854489099091/ 
 
Men’s Community Newsletter Email Address: 
cccmensnewsletter@gmail.com 
 
Men’s Community Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187822001532639/ 
 
Men’s Ministry Webpage: Now Live 
 
Men’s Ministry Core Group Members: Ken Helton,  
Phil Gaboury, Jon Thompson, Jon Taylor, Don Clark 

Life Groups 
Monday’s  
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 

MONDAYS @ 6:30 PM- 8:00 PM 

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CAMPUS 

 
Tuesday’s  
LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

TUESDAYS @ 10:00AM - 12:00PM 

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CAMPUS 

 

FAMILIES 

TUESDAYS @ 6:30PM - 8:00PM 

HOME GROUP IN STAYTON 

 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

TUESDAYS @ 6:30PM - 8:00PM 

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CAMPUS 

 

 

 
WEDNESDAY’S 
FAMILIES 

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30PM - 8:00PM 

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CAMPUS 

 
THURSDAY’S 
SERMON DISCUSSION 

THURSDAYS @ 12:00PM - 1:00PM 

ONLINE VIA ZOOM 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

THURSDAYS @ 9:30AM - 12:00PM 

COUNTRYSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH CAMPUS 

 

MORE INFORMATION ON LIFE GROUPS CAN BE 

FOUND AT OUR WEBSITE.  
 

Resources 

 
https://throughtheword.org 
 
 

 
https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/ 

 
Service Opportunities 
Church service events (yard work, etc.) 

Camp Wi-Ne-Ma www.winema.org 

*We will add more as these come up! 

 


