
Bringing Life to a Mystery 

By Viki Rife with Claire Malarae 

     When Claire’s boyfriend was offered a teaching job in Japan, 

she told him he was crazy for considering it. She assured him 

she would never move there. Little did she know what lay 

ahead. 

     The day after she officially started dating Kyler Malarae, he 

left on a trip to chaperone high schoolers from the Christian 

school where he was an elementary teacher. The students were going to Japan, partnering with Encompass 

World Partners. The person in charge got sick, and 24-year-old Kyler ended up bearing the responsibility. When 

he came back, he started talking about Japan. God had opened his eyes to the tremendous needs in that country 

that is only .058 percent Christian. 

     The next time a group went, Kyler signed up to chaperone. However, this time the leader got sick before they 

even left, and Kyler was asked to be in charge of the entire endeavor. The second trip solidified Kyler’s conviction 

that he was called to Japan. 

     Meanwhile Claire, a native of Turlock, California, was finishing up her degree at William Jessup University. She 

started out preparing to be an art teacher, and even started teaching while still in college. As a resident advisor, 

she was responsible for 21 freshman girls and invested herself in discipling them. Her desire for teaching art 

started slipping away and she felt God was calling her into vocational women’s ministry. She switched her major 

to Christian leadership at the beginning of her junior year. 

     “Throughout my life I’ve noticed that as women the enemy attacks us in different ways than he does men,” 

she shares. “God has been giving me keys to unlock and unleash other women. I love getting to speak truth into 

their lives, helping them find the ultimate Satisfier of our souls. We all desire satisfaction, whether it involves 

having the cutest clothes, a career that elevates us, or a certain number of children. We see that tendency in 

Eve, who had access to all the trees in the garden except one. Yet the enemy enticed her to want the only thing 

she couldn’t have. We have a deep longing for more, and only Jesus can satisfy that longing. I love helping 

women in that process. It’s so tender to the Lord to be fully loved, fully known, fully secure because of what God 

has to offer.” 

     With her passion for women’s ministry, it wasn’t long before she became the women’s discipleship director 

for the college. Her responsibilities included hosting events, offering Bible studies, mentoring eight women, and 

overseeing a team of girls serving on campus. 

     After graduation, Claire felt she was too young to be a women’s director of any kind and thought she would 

wait until she was maybe in her 30’s. She “dabbled” in youth ministry but didn’t feel she was using all her gifts. 

After she and Kyler married, they moved to Auburn, California. To her surprise, Auburn Grace church asked her 

to interview. She was 23, and most of the women were 60 or older. She got the job, and as she expresses: “The 

women were gracious, loving, welcoming, and taught me so much! They were grateful to have me as much as I 

was grateful to be there.”  

     As newlyweds, Claire and Kyler travelled together to Japan to work with the English language camps. On 

Easter Sunday she was on a walk with a junior high girl and said to her, “Happy Easter.” The girl repeated, 

“Happy Easter.” Claire thought to herself, “Does she even know what Easter is?” Finding out that she didn’t, 

Claire proceeded to explain the story and the gospel. Later, back at the camp, a translator was standing near the 



girl as she talked with her friends. The translator came over to Claire and asked, “Do you understand what she 

just said?” When Claire shook her head, the translator said, “She just said she wants a relationship with Jesus.” 

The girl prayed that morning to receive him. “I’ve gotten to watch her grow up!” Claire rejoices. 

     That was a turning point for Claire. She and Kyler began to talk with Encompass about ministering in Japan. 

They now have a two-year-old and another baby on the way. In December they reached the 50% mark in raising 

their support and hope to have the rest of it raised by fall so they can move to Japan. 

     They plan to spend the first two years learning Japanese. The goal is to have a strong enough foundation in 

the language that they can share the gospel in Japanese. “We don’t want anyone to be cut off because they 

don’t speak English,” she explains. 

     Claire’s concern for the people of Japan is obvious as she speaks. “My passion for ministering to women is so 

strong that it can’t not be a part of my ministry in Japan. With young children, I hope to be part of mothers’ 

groups, meeting with other mothers in the park. Many marriages in the Japanese culture are broken, with 

marriage being a partnership almost to a business extreme. There is not a lot of affection between husband and 

wife, and we’re excited to show them how God meant it to be. The women experience a lot of heartbreak from 

not being loved by their husbands.  

     “Our main goal is to show the unconditional love of God. Because of how strong the shame culture is in 

Japan, they have no word or phrase for unconditional love in the language. They do not give each other 

unconditional love. 

     “When we were there once on a short-term trip, we connected with the minister of education. We ended up 

describing unconditional love and asked him for a word to represent it. He gave us a word, mujoken no ai, but it 

would be like saying ‘supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’ and asking someone to define it. When we use that word, 

people need to mull it over to try to understand what it means. 

     “The works-based, shame-based culture involves consequences for wrongdoing and shame for messing up. 

The suicide rate is Japan is very high, with people thinking, ‘I messed up too much, I’m better dead than alive.’ 

Isn’t it clever of the enemy to use that shame to cause them to die before they even get an opportunity to hear 

the truth?” 

     Claire and Kyler have a slogan: “Bringing ‘mujoken no ai 無条件の愛’ to the people of Japan.” They are 

hoping their ministry there will help many Japanese come to know the unconditional love of God. 

The Malaraes can be contacted at malarae@encompassworld.org 

To give toward their support: https://give.encompassworldpartners.org/person/kylerandclaire 
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