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A WoRd fRoM leAdeRship teAM
ChAiRMAn GRAnt sMith

As	we	move	toward	our	year	end	at	SunWest,	we	take	time	
to	pause	and	reflect	back	on	what	the	year	held	for	us	as	a	
church	body.

2016	was	a	challenging	year	for	our	city.		As	we	moved	into	
the	dynamics	of	a	failing	economy	and	witnessed	some	of	
the	most	severe	job	loss	Calgary	has	experienced	in	many	
years,	our	church	certainly	had	the	opportunity	to	become	
a	light	on	a	hill	for	many	that	were	to	be	affected	by	what	
was	going	to	happen	in	the	city	through	the	year.

We	responded	well.		Spurred	on	by	a	benevolence	offering	
that	was	gathered	at	the	Christmas	service	we	moved	into	
the	year	fully	staffed	and	ready	to	step	into	the	gap	for	any	
and	all	who	would	need	it.

Our	staff	went	through	the	year	well	with	excellent	
preaching	and	teaching	at	both	Fish	Creek	and	McKenzie	
campuses.		In	the	office	the	executive	team	ensured	
continued	prudence	around	all	expenses	through	the	year	
and	carefully	monitored	to	make	certain	that	SunWest	
would	weather	the	year	in	a	way	that	was	honouring	to	
what	God	had	provided	for	us	in	the	previous	years.

Our	Missions	teams	continued	to	serve	&	spread	the	
message	of	the	Gospel		beyond	the	borders	of	our	city	in	El	
Salvador,	Mexico,	Burma	&	Thailand,	China,	The	Dominican	
Republic,	Montreal,	Winnipeg	and	right	here	at	home.

We	added	to	our	team	with	the	addition	of	Randal	Heier	as	
our	full	time	Worship	Pastor.

At	the	end	of	our	2015-2016	year	we	saw	an	amazing	
situation	unfold	at	the	McKenzie	campus	as	Pastor	Drew	
lead	the	Heart for the Home	Campaign	for	improvements	
at	that	location	and	experienced	a	result	that	was	beyond	

what	we	were	expecting	as	God	stepped	in	to	bless	that	
endeavour.	God	is	increasing	His	reach	into	the	McKenzie	
Lake	community!

As	the	Leadership	Team	moved	through	the	year,	we	
worked	hard	at	moving	a	time	of	increased	prayer	into	our	
monthly	meetings	as	a	continued	effort	at	seeking	God’s	
direction	and	His	desire	for	what	He	would	have	happen	
moving	forward	at	our	church.		We	moved	well	as	a	team	
in	many	different	areas	and	have	an	amazing	set	of	gifts	
around	our	table.	

As	LT	continued	through	the	second	half	of	the	year,	we	
moved	to	our	annual	retreat	and	had	the	chance	for	the	
first	time	in	2	years	to	break	away	from	the	city	and	spend	
an	entire	weekend	together	praying,	building	relationships	
and	seeking	God	at	an	amazing	place	where	we	have	met	
Him	for	many	years.		During	this	time	we	experienced	His	
leading	in	a	very	real	way	as	we	had	discussions	around	
very	simple	but	foundational	pieces	that	have	formed	
SunWest	over	the	last	21	years.

As	we	now	move	through	this	year,	we	are	again	fully	
prepared	to	serve	Him	in	the	places	we	find	ourselves	and	
be	that	light	on	a	hill	for	those	who	are	seeking	something	
more	significant	in	their	lives.

As	I	was	in	service	at	Fish	Creek	this	past	week	I	noticed	
an	individual	who,	during	the	final	worship	set,	was	fully	
engaged	and	singing	with	her	hands	outstretched	and	the	
biggest	smile	on	her	face	as	she,	in	that	moment	met	and	
worshipped	the	Lord.

Let	this	be	what	we	strive	for	as	we	move	forward	as	a	
church	body	that	He	directs	and	uses	us	for	His	glory	in	the	
places	we	are.
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A WoRd fRoM the leAd pAstoR
 pAstoR MARk GRiffin

This has been a good year for SunWest Christian 
Fellowship.  We continue to track with our mission 
statement, guiding all people into a lifelong 
authentic relationship with Jesus Christ.  Both of 
our campuses and our various ministries have been 
intentional in fulfilling this mandate. All of our 
missions teams seem to not only make an impact 
on the ground, but they also encourage, challenge, 
stretch and push every single team member to take 
further strategic steps in their journey, deepening 
their relationship with God.  

There was also a great team who demonstrated a 
heart-warming reflection of SunWest vision and 
values as they responded to our newly adopted 
refugee family in partnership with MCC and the 
Canadian federal government.  On September 20th, 
2016 a “single mom” and her seven children were 
settled here in Calgary because of our invitation 
and backing — in just a couple of Sundays, the 
generosity of SunWesters had met our needed 
financial obligation to bring this family to their 
new home.  SunWest volunteers have stepped up 
to meet the need in a caring and gracious manner 
without judgement, without hesitation, with a 
truly commendable biblical obedience.  My heart 
continues to be warmed at the on-going response of 
our team to a complicated first year of issues. Please 
continue to pray for this family where the father was 
presumed dead, but has now reappeared after four 
years of captivity.  It’s quite a story!

With the economic downturn continuing into 2017, 
the SunWest family continued to step up financially 
with one of our best benevolence offerings in our 
history to end the year in 2016. Thanks to you 
we have been helping families and folks whose 
economic needs have been significant this winter 
and spring of 2017.  Thank you and bless you for 
that. 

This year, l have visited most of our home groups 
personally to hear your hearts, ideas, thoughts and 
to field various questions.  Thanks for opening your 
homes and hearts to me these past two months.  

Some of your ideas will be implemented over the 
coming months.  We do appreciate your investment 
and on-going interest in our church.  It’s truly an 
honour to be a part of SunWest.

Many folks asked about Tammy on this recent home 
group tour and I felt it best to update everyone.  
Tammy’s health has continued to decline since her 
bout with septicaemia; she had to leave her full-
time job after we moved to Calgary, and then last 
year, she had to leave her part-time work due to 
worsening health issues.  Tammy’s illness that has 
compromised her immune system, caused her to 
face chronic pain and chronic exhaustion. Her doctor 
has insisted she scale back further from her already-
very-limited lifestyle.  Please continue to pray for her 
healing and our family.  

I would like to extend my thanks to our faithful 
pastoral team and all of our staff who have shown 
great levels of faithfulness and ongoing grace to 
serve this house. This past fall we welcomed our 
new worship pastor, Randall Heier the Steinbach 
native who has fit in well and will be giving part-time 
leadership to SunWest Young Adults in the coming 
season.  

Also, thanks to our many ministry leaders and 
volunteers who serve tirelessly to make SunWest 
a sweet expression of God’s love to Calgary and 
the world beyond.  For the broader Covenant 
Community, your giving and generous support 
have enabled us to do all of the above mentioned 
things as well as help many folks behind the scenes; 
troubled families and individuals whose lives have 
turned around this past year.  Your investment truly 
made a difference in our church family.  Thanks as 
well for being a part of our home groups which help 
us care for many people every single week.  It’s 
making a big difference.

Bless you SunWesters.  Together, we are 
transforming our world, one person and one family 
at a time.  
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exeCutive suMMARy
pAstoR Jeff MARshAll

Even though the fig tree has no blossoms, and there is no grapes on the vines; even though the 
olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the 
cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the Lord!  I will be joyful in the God of my Salvation!  
                                      Habakkuk 3:17&18

Habakuk	was	a	prophet	who	came	to	God	with	complaints	
and	God	answered	him	not	with	the	response	he	was	
expecting.	But	God	did	answer	and	Habakuk	was	able	
to	turn	his	complaining	into	joy.	How	often	over	these	
challenging	economic	times,	seeing	things	decline	in	
Calgary	have	I	wanted	an	answer	and	swift	action	from	
God	to	turn	it	around.		In	SunWest	we	have	seen	families	
struggle	and	people	unsure	of	the	future.		But	through	all	
of	this	God	has	shown	himself	to	be	good	and	worth	all	of	
our	praises!	

This	year	God	has	moved	through	SunWest	providing	
for	those	families	in	need	through	benevolence	gifts	and	
servant	hood.		Thank	you	for	meeting	the	needs	of	families	
who	didn’t	know	how	they	were	going	to	pay	their	rent,	
feed	their	children	or	pay	their	bills.		Your	generosity	at	
Christmas	saw	our	depleted	benevolence	funds	increase	
to	$13,000.		The	Caring	team	and	SunWest	Servants	Team	
have	come	along	side	many	of	these	families	and	were	
able	to	listen	to	them,	cry	with	them,	and	help	them	to	
move	forward	sometimes	rising	from	their	situation	but	
more	often	just	finding	a	way	forward.		I	want	to	express	
my	gratitude	to		all	of	you	who	have	supported	these	
families.

The	financial	struggle	was	significantly	felt	by	families	at	
Christmas	and	again	you	rose	to	the	challenge	by	meeting	
the	needs	of	more	than	20	families,	some	quite	large,	
through	Christmas	hampers.	Know	that	your	support	
brought	joy	and	peace	to	these	families	and	they	were	
very	grateful!

I	would	be	remiss	not	to	mention	our	1st	year	with	our	
Newcomer	family.	The	Newcomer	team	has	worked	
diligently	to	ensure	this	family	has	the	services	and	skills	
they	need	to	adjust	to	life	in	Calgary.	Thank	you	to	Charlie	
Hunter	for	leading	this	and	the	entire	team!	

Through	all	of	this	we	have	continued	to	see	the	Friday	
Night	Gathering	continue	to	grow	and	strengthen	as	a	
group.	It	has	been	great	for	me	to	support	Sam	Ramirez,	
Pastor	in	Training,	as	he	leads	this	Friday	night	expression.	
It	has	continued	to	be	a	melding	of	a	Spanish	and	English	
speaking	service	through	worship,	teaching	and	prayer.	
I	encourage	you	all	to	check	it	out	and	see	how	God	is	
bringing	two	cultures	together	through	SunWest.

On	another	note,	many	of	you	will	know	my	heart	for	
seeing	people	connect	to	the	Father	and	watching	what	
God	does	when	people	can	hear	Him.	I	also	love	people	
being	set	free	from	past	hurts	and	walking	in	the	fullness	
of	who	God	called	them	to	be,	like	what	happens	in	a	Sozo.	
This	year	there	have	been	some	changes	in	Sozo	.	First	I	
want	to	thank	Carla	Berg	and	Kim	Driedger	for	pioneering	
Sozo	ministry	at	SunWest.	Carla	has	decided	to	step	out	
of	leadership	this	year	but	will	continue	to	be	part	of	the	
Sozo	Prayer	team.	Kim	and	her	husband	Darrel	will	lead	
SunWest	Sozo.		I	have	the	honour	of	being	named	Alberta	
Facilitator	for	Sozo	Canada.	This	fits	well	with	our	vision	to	
equip	and	release	people	into	the	ministres	God	calls	them	
to.	Together	with	the	SunWest	Sozo	team	we	will	train	and	
mentor	churches	in	Alberta	to	offer	Sozo	ministry.

It	is	such	an	honour	for	me,	in	my	role,	to	be	able	to	
work	alongside	and	support	all	that	happens	through	
the	ministries	at	SunWest.	I	couldn’t	do	it	without	the	
dedication	of	our	support	staff	including	Fran	Browne,	Kim	
Driedger	and	Sheri	Feenstra.	This	teams	works	hard	to	see	
every	detail	completed	in	an	effort	to	serve	you	and	our	
ministries	with	God	honouring	excellence.

As	we	look	forward	to	this	coming	year,	we	will	continue	
to	expand	your	connection	to	SunWest	through	Realm	
and	our	social	media	platforms	in	an	attempt	to	keep	you	
up	to	date	and	fully	informed	about	all	that	is	going	on	
in	and	through	SunWest.	We	will	continue	to	build	new	
systems	to	do	ministry	more	effectively.	And	will	continue	
to	encourage	and	promote	people	discovering	their	gifts	
and	being	equipped	and	released	into	the	ministries	God	
calls	them	to!
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fish CReek CAMpus
pAstoR MAtt dyCk

As	I	reflect	on	2016-2017	and	look	forward	to	the	coming	
ministry	season	I	have	an	increasing	sense	of	expectation.	
I	believe	that	the	Lord	has	been	preparing	Fish	Creek	
campus	for	a	time	of	fruitfulness.	

We	began	this	year	with	our	Ascent	weekend.	We	had	well	
over	100	volunteers	come	for	a	weekend	of	vision	casting,	
team	building,	and	eating	together.	This	seemed	to	bring	a	
level	of	unity	and	awareness	of	our	mission	together	that	
has	paid	dividends	throughout	the	ministry	year.	This	was,	
along	with	the	multiple	baptisms	at	our	Easter	service,	one	
of	my	most	encouraging	highlights	this	year.	

One	of	the	challenges	this	year	was	assessing	our	
Unplugged	service.		The	need	to	have	extra	space	for	a	
full	10:00	service	wasn’t	there.		After	a	lengthy	time	of	
prayer,	discernment,	and	surveying	we	decided	to	pull	
the	plug	(pun	intended).	We	anticipate	offering	a	second	
service	at	some	point	in	the	future	but	it	seems	prudent	
to	build	momentum	in	this	season	with	our	one	service	
and	streamline	our	resources.	This	‘loss’	has	been	turned	
into	a	big	‘win’.	It	created	an	opportunity	that	allowed	all	
our	campus	volunteers	to	meet	together	for	pre-service	
prayer	every	Sunday.	Weekly	from	9:15-9:30	we	have	been	
meeting	to	briefly	touch	base	and	pray	together	prior	to	
the	morning.		Praying	together	before	service	has	always	
been	our	practice	but	now	we	are	doing	this	as	one	team	
from	greeters,	hospitality,	welcome	centre,	Children’s	
ministry,	Junior	High	ministry,	and	adult	service	teams.	
The	sense	of	mission	together	and	the	unity	of	pulling	in	
the	same	direction	has	felt	tangible.	I	trust	that	this	focus	
and	posture	will	create	a	ripple	effect	for	all	people	who	
interface	with	our	volunteers	on	a	Sunday.

This	has	been	a	very	stretching	year	for	me	personally.	
I	have	stepped	into	leadership	as	the	Moderator	of	the	
Alberta	Mennonite	Brethren	Conference	(ABMB)	and	a	
subsequent	Executive	Board	position	for	the	Canadian	
Conference	of	Mennonite	Brethren	Churches	(CCMBC).	
This	has	been	a	bigger	commitment	than	anticipated	both	
in	terms	of	time	and	its	emotional	/	spiritual	toll.	There	
were	unique	circumstances	in	both	CCMBC	and	ABMB	that	

made	it	a	challenging	year.	I	trust	as	our	conference	moves	
forward	the	load	will	become	less	and	the	opportunity	
more	life	giving.	As	a	member	of	the	Mennonite	Brethren	
Conference,	SunWest	has	provided	support	in	this	unique	
way	by	allowing	me	to	serve	in	this	capacity.	It	has	meant	
time	away	from	the	office	and	travelling	on	weekends.	
I	want	to	thank	both	the	staff	and	the	congregation	for	
supporting	this	important	work	in	this	way.

This	coming	year	a	major	focus	will	be	in	strengthening	our	
care	and	community	ministry.	This	has	taken	significant	
strides	in	the	last	year	and	we	look	forward	to	continuing	
to	build	for	the	future.	This	will	include	strengthening	
our	SunWest	Servants	ministry	under	the	leadership	of	
Cherie	Wiens,	our	caring	ministries	under	the	leadership	
of	Anita	Thiessen,	recruiting	and	training	new	small	group	
coaches	to	ensure	our	small	group	leaders	are	receiving	
the	support	they	need,	and	seeing	new	groups	start	and	
current	groups	multiply.	Children’s	Ministry	will	continue	
to	meet	the	needs	of	our	SunWest	families	in	the	coming	
year	and	I	would	like	to	thank	Kendra	Barriscale	for	her	
continued	leadership	as	Children’s	ministry	director	for	our	
campus.

Lastly,	I	would	like	to	acknowledge	some	significant	
transitions.	For	the	past	few	years,	Robin	Yerex	has	taken	
leadership	for	women’s	ministry,	and	Cecile	Bengtsson	
has	been	leading	Women’s	Bible	Break.	Both	women	will	
be	transitioning	out	of	these	positions	and	Tana	Zacharius	
has	agreed	to	take	on	the	leadership	of	women’s	ministry.	
Also,	Carla	Berg	has	been	leading	our	Fish	Creek	prayer	
ministry	for	some	time	and	is	taking	a	step	back	to	allow	
other	leaders	to	move	it	further.	Carla	will	stay	engaged	
as	a	member	of	the	team	and	a	mentor	for	Nate	Wilson	
and	Sydney	Zacharias	who	will	take	on	prayer	ministry	
leadership.	Robin,	Cecile,	and	Carla	have	all	served	
faithfully	and	have	pioneered	significant	ministries.	Thanks	
to	each	of	you	for	how	you’ve	blessed	us!

Thank	you	for	your	continued	prayers	and	support.	There	
is	a	new	day	coming	and	I’m	excited	to	be	a	part	of	it	with	
each	of	you.
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As	I	reflect	on	the	past	ministry	year	at	our	McKenzie	
Campus,	I	am	reminded	of	the	great	people	that	make	up	
this	community.	Each	year	our	relationships	with	God	and	
each	other	grow	our	sense	of	community	and	mission.	
When	I	think	about	what	I	love	the	most	about	my	job,	
the	answer	is	ALWAYS	people.	Over	and	over	again	I	have	
witnessed	a	love	for	God	and	a	love	for	others	that	has	
been	and	is	contagious.	As	our	families	continue	to	press	in	
to	what	they	hear	God	saying	to	them	I	have	heard	many	
stories	of	transformation	through	our	‘big’	ministries,	ie.	
youth	group,	worship	ministry,	set	up/tear	down	teams,	
and	Cobbs	Bread	initiative.	And	just	as	much	is	happening	
through	the	‘smaller’	ministries,	such	as	families	making	
meals	for	families	in	need,	helping	neighbours	with	yard	
work,	countless	coffees	to	encourage	and	pray	for	friends,	
hosting	block	parties	to	create	community,	families	hiking	
together,	serving	together,	and	more.

An	important	part	of	community	life	at	McKenzie	Campus	
this	year	has	been	home	groups.	We	kicked	off	September	
with	6	home	groups	and,	after	some	changes,	are	moving	
towards	the	summer	with	7	groups,	covering	4	days	of	the	
week	and	5	communities.	While	not	without	challenges,	
we	are	thankful	for	the	growth	we	saw	both	in	building	a	
culture	of	home	groups	and	in	individual’s	lives.	McKenzie	
home	groups	focused	on	the	ministry	values	of	SunWest,	
following	along	with	our	sermon	series.	This	was	an	
incredibly	valuable	exercise	as	we	built	on	the	Sunday	
morning	teaching.	One	of	the	highlights	was	a	campus	
wide	emphasis	on	“Emotionally	Healthy	Spirituality.”	We	
look	forward	to	revisiting	this	discipleship	based	material	

again	soon	and	sharing	the	stories	of	how	it	has	impacted	
us	as	a	campus.

The	driving	force	for	all	of	this	has	been	the	deepened	
sense	of	spiritual	hunger	that	is	growing	at	our	campus.	It’s	
been	amazing	to	hear	stories	of	life	change	as	people	are	
encountering	God	and	finding	freedom.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	
truly	moving	in	the	hearts	of	our	people,	and	I’m	excited	
to	see	the	continued	hope	and	joy	that	SunWest	McKenzie	
families	bring	to	south	Calgary!

I	would	like	to	thank	the	hard	working	part	time	staff	at	
McKenzie;	Nicole	Plett	our	children’s	director	has	done	a	
wonderful	job	of	nurturing	the	lives	of	our	young	ones,	
and	Stacey	Miller	has	re-joined	us	on	a	limited	role	as	she	
is	still	in	the	throw’s	of	young	motherhood,	welcome	back!	

In	Children’s	Ministry,	it	has	been	exciting	to	watch	the	
children	who	have	been	long	time	attenders,	be	challenged	
by	new	children	who	were	professing	athiests	and	have	
now	given	their	lives	to	Jesus!	The	children	have	also	taken	
an	active	part	in	serving	by	participating	with	the	seniors	
at	the	McKenzie	Towne	Long	Term	Care	facility.

My	prayer	is	that	we,	the	people	of	SunWest	McKenzie,	
would	live	in	such	a	way	that	allows	God	to	use	us	anytime,	
anywhere	and	whatever	the	cost,	in	order	to	bring	people	
to	Jesus	and	help	them	experience	life	with	Him.	Let’s	live	
our	lives	for	the	sake	of	others.

MCkenzie CAMpus
pAstoR dReW Johnson
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In	September	2016,	I,	along	with	my	wife,	Becky,	and	
daughter,	Olivia	joined	the	SunWest	family.		It	has	been	a	
wonderful	transition,	and	we	have	been	incredibly	blessed	
by	the	people	we	have	met.		Thank	you	for	welcoming	us	
into	the	family!

When	I	started	at	SunWest,	I	was	blown	away	by	the	
amount	of	people	that	are	involved	with	the	worship	
ministry.		It	was	clear	that	worship	is	a	huge	piece	of	our	
DNA.		This	is	exciting	and	allows	for	great	potential	for	God	
to	do	incredible	things	in	and	through	us!	I	believe	that	
God	has	incredible	things	in	store	for	our	Worship	ministry,	
and	can’t	wait	to	see	where	He	takes	us.

The	past	10	months	have	flown	by,	and	there	have	been	
many	highlights.		Investing	into	the	leaders	and	seeing	
new	leaders	being	raised-up	has	brought	incredible	joy	to	
my	heart.		God	has	blessed	us	with	incredible	leaders	and	
musicians.			

Our	times	of	worship	and	prayer	at	Deep	Stream	have	
been	truly	refreshing,	and	I	believe	that	this	is	where	
God	has	done	powerful	heart	work	in	people,	laying	a	
foundation	in	SunWest	for	growth	and	ministry.		I	have	
particularly	enjoyed	the	freedom	and	extended	time	of	
worship	that	our	teams	have	had	during	Deep	Stream.

Our	sound	and	media	crews	have	done	an	incredible	job	at	
allowing	the	Lord	to	work	through	them	in	such	a	way	that	

WoRship
pAstoR RAndAll heieR

We	are	in	the	early	stages	of	exploring	what	God	has	planned	for	the	Young	Adults	
of	SunWest	Christian	Fellowship.		Our	heart	is	to	run	after	God	with	reckless	
abandonment	and	follow	wherever	He	takes	us.		

We	want	to	say	a	huge	thank	you	to	Ron	and	Sheri	Feenstra	who	have	invested	in	
our	Young	Adults	over	the	last	3	years.

This	spring	we	have	had	a	few	events	which	have	included	some	powerful	times	of	
worship,	the	team	from	YWAM	Montana	(The	Well)	share	and	invest	in	us,	times	of	
building	community	and	we	have	even	seen	God	do	some	healing	miracles.		This	is	
only	the	beginning	of	what	God	has	for	our	Young	Adults.

We	look	forward	to	hearing	the	Word	of	God	being	taught,	disciples	made,	leaders	
released,	the	lost	being	found,	and	walking	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		We	are	
currently	building	a	leadership	team	for	the	Young	Adults	minstry	and	look	forward	
to	a	great	year	ahead.	

would	push	us	to	God.		The	sound	and	media	crew	is	an	
integral	part	of	our	services.		They	allow	us	to	worship	the	
Lord	as	a	congregation	with	clarity	and	no	distractions.

Our	Easter	Services	were	an	incredible	success,	and	the	
Spirit	of	God	moved	powerfully	through	the	Worship,	
Baptisms	and	Children’s	presentation.		Easter	morning	has	
been	one	of	my	favourite	mornings	to	date.

Lastly,	it	was	great	to	host	the	Worship	Workshop	led	
by	The	Well,	a	team	from	YWAM	Montana.		the	team	
learned	about	“The	High	Calling	of	Leading	Worship,”	
“Performance	in	Worship,”	“Song	Writing”	and	many	other	
topics	that	will	benefit	us	greatly	in	the	future	and	will	
allow	us	to	bless	the	church.

Thank	you	to	all	who	have	given	their	time	to	leading	us	in	
worship	this	year.		Get	ready	for	God	to	move	deeply	and	
powerfully	in	the	year	to	come!

younG Adults
pAstoR RAndAll heieR
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youth
Colton WillMs

It’s	been	another	great	year	for	SunWest	Youth	Ministries.	We’ve	had	a	lot	of	fun,	made	a	lot	of	new	friends,	seen	people	
discipled,	and	new	people	come	to	experience	Jesus	for	themselves.	Even	though	the	school	year	is	coming	to	a	close	I	am	
looking	forward	to	the	summer	months	to	continue	to	connect	and	grow	closer	to	our	students.	

SunWest	Youth	Ministries	wouldn’t	happen	without	the	support,	time,	and	energy	of	amazing	youth	leaders.	I	am	so	
proud	of	the	around	25	leaders	who	pour	weekly	into	the	lives	of	Junior	and	Senior	high	students.	It’s	been	fun	to	watch	
them	model	the	love	of	Christ	to	everyone	who	walks	through	the	doors	of	the	Ministry	Centre.	They	have	created	an	
environment	where	everyone	feels	welcome,	and		safe	to	be	themselves.	I	love	spending	time	with	these	incredible	leaders	
and	I	couldn‘t	do	what	I	do	without	them!	

I	want	to	share	a	couple	stories	of	lives	changed	that	have	happened	this	year.	I	can’t	help	but	think	of	a	girl	who	started	
attending	Youth	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	because	her	friends	dragged	her	out.		She	didn’t	know	Jesus	or	have	a	
relationship	with	Him.	As	the	year	progressed,	we	were	able	to	see	her	commit	her	life	to	Jesus,	find	purpose	in	life,	bring	a	
journal	to	youth	to	take	down	every	note,	and	now	attends	our	early	morning	bible	study	to	grow	deeper	in	her	faith.	She	is	
just	one	example	of	the	discipleship	that	is	happening	in	our	youth	ministry.	

Another	story	I	want	to	share	comes	from	
our	annual	missions	trip	to	Mexico	with	
Amor	Ministries.	This	year	80	students,	and	
35	leaders	participated.	While	we	were	in	
Mexico,	the	team	built	7	houses	which	is	
the	goal	for	the	trip.	However,	we	also	built	
great	relationships	with	the	families,	and	saw	
people	come	to	know	Jesus.	There	is	one	boy	
in	particular	who	on	the	last	night	of	the	trip	
found	me	to	talk	about	starting	a	relationship	
with	Jesus	for	the	very	first	time!		Easter	Sunday	
we	experienced	7	youth,	and	4	Young	Adult	
baptisms.	10	of	these	people	got	baptized	due	
to	the	impact	the	trip	had	on	their	lives.	

Another	time,	this	year,	during	my	talk	at	Youth,	I	felt	the	Holy	Spirit	calling	us	to	a	time	of	healing.	Healing	for	relationships,	
inner	and	physical	healing.	During	the	night	we	had	a	great	ministry	time	where	we	saw	God	healing	broken		relationships,	
inner	healing	by	experiencing	God‘s	love	and	even	a	broken	foot	fully	healed.	It’s	evident	that	God	loves	us,	and	is	eager	to	
show	us	that	love.	

Next	year	we	hope	to	continue	on	the	momentum	of	this	past	year.	Something	we	are	going	to	be	intentionally	working	on	
is	discipleship	and	becoming	more	like	Jesus.	We	are	going	to	rework	our	greenhouse	course	into	a	discipleships	training	
ground.	The	purpose	is	to	develop	the	students	as	the	people	who	are	moving	out	ministry	forward,	getting	plugged	in	and	
serving		SunWest,	and	our	communities.	Can’t	wait	to	see	what	God	brings	to	the	ministry	next	year!

Overall,	this	year	we’ve	had	a	lot	of	fun,	seen	
a	lot	of	growth,	not	only	in	numbers	but	also	
in	depth	of	relationships	formed	between	the	
students,	leaders,	and	also	with	God.	But	that	
doesn’t	come	without	challenges	as	well.	I	
would	love	it	if	you	could	join	me	in	praying	for	
the	ministry,	pray	for	continued	growth,	pray	
for	our	leaders,	pray	for	lives	changed,	and	
most	of	all	that	the	students	would	experience	
the	love	and	the	life	of	Christ.	
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“Then the King will say to those on His right,”Come you who are blessed by my father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungy and you fed me. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me drink. I was a stranger and you invited me into you home. I was naked and 
you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.”

     Matthew 25:34-36

These	words	of	Jesus	ring	in	the	ears	of	the	Missions	Team	at	SunWest	and	the	missionaries	we	serve	and	send	out	each	
year.	Our	desire	is	to	be	the	hands	and	feet	of	Jesus	wherever	we	go	bringing	the	good	news	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	
SunWest	recognizes	that	this	call	is	greater	than	our	church	and	so	we	continue	to	reach	out	to	the	areas	we	discern	God	is	
calling	us	to.		

I	am	please	to	report	that	SunWest	continues	to	formally	serve	and	support	locally	The	Mustard	Seed,	feeding	the	
homeless	monthly	.	Thank	you	to	Doneen	Moran	and	Diane	Pugi	for	their	leadership	in	getting	teams	ansd	food	ready	to	
serve	monthly.	SunWest	also	supports	Legacy	Place	with	SunWester,	Diana	Festejo	as	Executive	Director.	Legacy	Place	is	
committed	to	all	First	Responder	and	Military	Personnel	having	user	friendly	access	to	resources	to	build	resiliency	as	an	
individual	and/or	as	a	family.	

Nationally	we	support	missionary,	Twylla	Plett	(International	Student	Ministries)	who	as	VP	of	the	National	field	is	
committed	to	empowering	international	students	to	impact	the	world	through	Jesus	Christ.	SunWest	has	also	recognized	
that		Quebec	is	the	most	unreached	people	group	for	Jesus	in	North	America.		Kristen	Corrigan(President	-	Ecole	de	
Theologie	Evangelique	du	Quebec)	is	supported	as	she	leads	a	seminary	to	train	pastors	and	leaders	to	reach	into	this	
province.

We	continue	to	work	with	long	time	missionaries,	Dave	&	Louise	Sinclair	Peters	who	are	planting	churches	in	Thailand	and	
Burma	as	well.	Stuart	and	Carie	McAllister,	SunWesters	who	have	headed	into	missions	a	number	of	years	ago	have	allowed	
us	to	take	two	groups	to	El	Salvador	this	year	building	11	homes	for	people	in	need.	We	have	been	meeting	Jonah	Sinclair	
(who	grew	up	at	SunWest)	and	his	wife	Richella	,	missionaries	to	Hong	Kong	with	YWAM	,who	felt	God	was	calling	them	to	
Nepal.	After	much	prayer	and	discernment	they	will	head	to	Kona	for	two	years	to	serve	and	train	in	preparation	for	their	
new	post	in	Nepal	and	we	will	continue	to	support	them	in	this	endeavour.	

This	year	SunWest	has	also	been	able	to	support	and	send	out	12	students	to	the	mission	field	short	term	and	support	6	
students	in	their	ministry	studies	through	the	SunWest	Scholarship.		SunWest	will	continue	to	partner	with	Compassion	
Canada	sponsoring	children	through	Compassion	Sundays	and	working	to	connect	with	those	children	in	the	countries	we	
already	serve	in.		

Thank-you	to	the	Missions	Team	for	their	continued	dedication	to	seeing	the	needs	of	God’s	people	are	met	and	discipled	
throughout	the	world!	

Missions
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General	Budget	
2017-2018

2016	-	2017 2016	-	2017 2017	-	2018
Budget Forecast Budget

Revenue
Fish	Creek	Campus 916,000																					 800,000																										 834,000																														
McKenzie	Campus 395,000																					 405,000																										 425,000																														
Other 50,500																							 45,000																													 41,000																																
Total	Revenue 1,361,500																	 1,250,000																							 1,300,000																											

Expenses
Children's	Ministry 18,500																							 15,050																													 15,500																																
Youth 26,500																							 20,971																													 22,000																																
Young	Adults 3,000																									 500																																		 4,000																																			
Care	&	Community 19,220																							 20,278																													 26,000																																
Programming 47,000																							 25,795																													 22,000																																
Fish	Creek	Campus 14,600																							 12,535																													 11,500																																
McKenzie	Campus 13,680																							 10,254																													 6,500																																			
Operations 320,500																					 312,800																										 327,000																														
Personnel 694,000																					 697,365																										 708,500																														
Church	Planting 30,000																							 11,500																													 10,000																																
Missions	Transfer 174,500																					 163,900																										 130,000																														
Total	Expenses 1,361,500																	 1,290,948																							 1,283,000																											
Net	Income -																												 (40,948)																											 17,000																																
Capital	Expenditures 5000 17,000																																
Balance (45,948)																											 -																																							

BudGets
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Missions Budget
2017-2018

2016-2017 2016-2017 2017-2018
Budget Forecast Budget

Revenue
Missions Transfer 174,500      163,900               130,000                
Other Income 253,000      220,000               253,000                
Projects 30,000        1,000                   6,000                    
Total Revenue 457,500      384,900               389,000                

Expenses
Conference Fees 85,500        85,500                 61,600                  
Local Missions 24,000        25,000                 25,000                  
Geographic Support 29,500        16,000                 17,400                  
Missions Trips 12,000        6,000                   9,000                    
Missionairies 56,000        51,000                 52,000                  
International Trips 240,000      177,500               220,000                
Projects 9,500          500                      3,000                    
Bank Charges 1,000          1,000                   1,000                    
Toal Expense 457,500      362,500               389,000                
Net Income -              10,400                 -                        
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