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Mission 
To Guide all people into a lifelong 
authentic 
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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20th Anniversary Celebration

Last September we celebrated 20 years as a church.  20 years of guiding all people into 
a lifelong, authentic relationship with Jesus Chris and 20 years of demonstrating what 
it is to both “Be Real” and to have “Real Life” in Christ.  There were many things that I 
found about the 20th Anniversary weekend that were memorable but some particular 
highlights for me were “Wayne and Susanne’s Cheerleading Video” and having Dan 
Bergen lead worship again at the joint service.  It was wonderful to see some of the 
people who have been on the journey with us over the years, and to have an occasion 
to remember so many others who were unable to attend. 

Pastoral Leadership Development

There aew a number of items in this category, but let’s start by celebrating and 
congratulating Matt Dyck on the completion of his Master’s Degree at Trinity 
Western University.  This was a huge amount of work and sacrifice for Matt & his 
family and SunWest has benefited from the additional richness and depth in 
sermons.  Drew Johnson started a 2-year program under the Arrow Leadership 
program while on sabbatical earlier this year and we can already see the benefits of 
the time and energy he and his family are pouring into this additional study.  While we 
are on the topic of leadership development, I would also like to single out the growth 
of Colton Willms as our new Youth Pastor.  Great job Colton and a big thank you to 
Matt Dyck who is providing behind the scenes mentoring.  
 

 

A WORD FROM
LEADERSHIP TEAM

This year at SunWest Christian Fellowship 
has been a memorable one for sure.  Firstly, 
let’s recall some significant celebrations: 
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  Ordination

  In April we also celebrated the Ordination of our founding Pastor Willy       
  Reimer who is now the MB Conference Director and earlier in the year, the 
  Ordination and acreditation of Mark Griffin as he was welcomed into the MB 
  conference.
  
  New Lead Pastor

  Early in 2015, we welcomed Mark and Tammy Griffin as our new Lead Pastor couple    
  after a long search process to replace our irreplaceable founding Lead Pastor Willy           
  Reimer.  This past year has therefore been Mark’s first full year in the role.   
 
  Under Mark’s leadership we are moving forward with the Multi-Campus vision again.     
  It is probably worth spending a few minutes reflecting on our Ministry Model and     
  why we believe we are called into multi-site campus launching.  It is Christ’s 
  command that we “go and make disciples of all people”.  We need to “teach and                
  proclaim the Good News”.  The “Kingdom of God is near”.   We can have a 
  relationship  with the Holy God who created the universe, through a relationship with    
  His Son, Jesus Christ.  At SunWest, we believe that we can best disciple each other
      when we are living in community with each other in small groups where we can know    
  each other and be known.  These small groups also meet together for teaching and
             celebration in medium size weekly gatherings at a Campus.  Launching more 
  Campuses ultimately allows us to disciple more people while retaining the ability to        
  know and be known.  

Chairman Lance Berg

Last but not least, I wanted to celebrate 
and thank everyone for your faithfulness in 
tithes and gifts.  We have seen a significant 
increase this year in the number of people 
tithing and it is wonderful to be  part of what 
God is doing calling people into further 
faithfulness.  Let’s encourage each other 
by sharing stories of God’s faithfulness and 
provision. 
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Now that we have been at SunWest for over a year, 
there is a sense that we are beginning to better 
understand the climate and culture of this wonderful 
congregation.  The community of faith here is filled 
with warm, inviting and gracious folks who are quick 
to respond to the needs of others.  I have repeatedly 
been impressed with you caring for others, loving 
them, sharing the kindness and goodness of God 
with a thoughtful, considerate and friendly sensitivity. 
Thank you for your part in reaching out to our city and 
beyond, giving, serving, loving and transforming our 
spheres of influence, one person at a time, one day at 
a time.  May God extravagantly reward you for how faithful 
you have been.

Lead Pastor Report

One such example is the beautiful SunWest response to Calgary bound refugees in 
partnership with MCC and the Canadian federal government.  Likely in June, a family 
will be placed here in Calgary because of our invitation and backing.  SunWest 
volunteers have stepped up to meet the need in a perfect, timely fashion, without 
judgement, without hesitation, with a truly commendable biblical obedience.  It 
warms my heart profoundly.

Another lovely response has been noticed as SunWesters have embraced a posture of 
“destiny facilitation”.  We are all here for a reason.  As Mark Twain said ““The two most 
important days in your life are the day you are born and the day you find out why.”  
Part of our journey in following Jesus at SunWest is to love others, helping them to 
discover their gifts and how they can best impact the world around them with those 
God-given abilities; we are all wired with a skill-set to influence and encourage within 
the contexts where He has sovereignly placed us.  It’s thrilling to see the difference 
that is making in our workplaces, homes, neighbourhoods, schools and networks.  
People are being helped and transformed every day.  Ultimately, that makes our 
world a better place.  
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Pastor Mark Griffin

In this past year, it has been a pleasure to watch Pastor Neil Guiney recover from some 
serious health issues.  He’s not all the way there yet, but his pain levels are significantly 
lower, his strength and stamina are gradually returning and his overall health is 
progressing positively.  In the timing and placement of God, the Guiney family have been 
feeling that their season with us at SunWest is coming to a close.  A fresh start in another 
ministry position here in Calgary will be good for Neil and his family.  It may not leave 
SunWesters feeling all excited and blessed, but we do recognize the calling and lead-
ing of God in all this.  We believe this is a destiny step and we are thankful we can help 
facilitate these steps.  We honour this dear family.  We bless them.  We offer our sincere  
thanks for four years of ministry at SunWest.  Well done Neily.  We love you all dearly.  
We trust that your destiny will continue to unfold exceptionally well, even if we miss you 
terribly.   

Bless you SunWesters.  You’re incredible people.  
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Fish Creek Campus
2015-16 has been a year of growth and new initiatives that have not come without their 
challenges. The Fish Creek campus has struggled in recent years to help folks integrate 
quickly (or not so quickly) into our community and into areas of service.  In light of this we 
initiated our Growth Tracks classes… 4 consecutive Sundays, offered a few times a year.  
Here people can go from a newcomer to someone who knows others; 
understands the mission, vision, and values of SunWest; learns their spiritual gifts; and are 
plugged into an area of serving and a home group.  This has been very successful.  One of 
my favourite highlights is how many families and individuals we have been able to move 
through the Growth Tracks into home groups and serving areas. Jane Mummery has been 
on the peripheral of SunWest for a half dozen years, and was not really known or engaged 
in community as she had hoped. In one month she was able to meet new people, get
 involved in a home group, and begin serving.

This leads to another highlight for me. The majority of our home groups a year ago were 
“closed” and weren’t accepting new members.  This obviously made it challenging to find 
groups for people.  This year almost all of our groups have opened up and the majority of 
them took on new members.  Many of them are now full.  We are excited about the initia-
tion of brand new groups that will continue to increase our capacity to bring care and 
transformation to individuals and families.

Keeping in the theme of care we also comprised a care team led by Anita Thiessen. Anita 
and her team are mandated to walk along side individuals who find themselves in a place of 
ongoing need, whether that be physical, emotional, or relational.  This team is made up of 
gifted shepherds who are caring for a number of individuals with 
confidentiality, integrity and relational support.

We also initiated and launched a second service called “Fish Creek Unplugged”.  This service 
happens at 9:00am in Theatre 5.  The intent is that it is a 60 minute service, that is family 
inclusive, that features acoustic music for worship, and integrates question and response 
during or after the message. We have been very encouraged at the 
engagement and variety that this service has allowed. We typically have between 30-50 
people and are looking forward to how this will grow and be refined in 2016-17.
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Pastor Matt Dyck
There will be some growing pains this year as Neil Guiney transitions out and we figure 
out how to manage both the short-term and long-term needs in our worship department.

Canyon Meadows Cinemas continues to provide challenges with time and space.  Fish 
Creek campus desires to be a campus focused on community impact and transformation.  
Developing a plan that enables us to be a daily presence in the community, that allows us 
to run our existing ministries with high quality, that has room and opportunity to grow, 
and enables church activity outside of Sunday morning is critical as we move forward.
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McKenzie Campus

        
                 New Chairs                               Stage/sound/                        Send a team to    
                                            lighting/curtains/                support/encourage
                             screen etc                              a missionary
Amount Raised    $63,000                  

As I look back on the year I am amazed at what God has done. I want to thank all of those 
that participated with SunWest’s McKenzie campus this year and helped with the Heart for 
the Home Initiative.

Some know this but most don’t, our response to Heart for the Home was driven by belief 
that it was our turn/time to invest into our “House” and create an environment that was 
welcoming, practical and user friendly for all community groups. I’m excited to report that 
we accomplished this together.

What was Heart for the Home? It was a 3 phase campaign, investing into the needs of our 
Community Centre both physically and spiritually.

Phase
 1

Phase
2

Phase
3

Other Highlights this past year:

1.   With the extra funds available through the Heart for the Home campaign, we have been   
      able to buy the necessary video equipment to put our services online.
2.   Hire Stacey Miller in a part time position as a Director of Community Life.  Her role
      involves coordinating small groups, building a welcome team for new families to 
      engage with SunWest, nurturing a healthy volunteer culture.
3.   A record setting attendance at our Christmas Eve service! We had over 165 people at 
      our candlelight service this past Christmas.  What a joy it was to worship together with           
      our community. 
4.   We’re seeing our church grow in both depth and reach. More people are attending each            
      Sunday. But there is more to do, so let’s keep reaching for more of our city!
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“For us it’s meant a lot to be in a place where we are able to grow in our faith and watch our kids 
also gain a passion for Christ.  The community atmosphere at SunWest has really had an impact on 
us and it’s awesome to see our entire family excited not just being at church but being involved as 
well.  It really is a family.”  Scott De Jong

“For the past 4 years we have been part of this amazing church family. The one thing that stands out 
to us the most is that because the staff lead by example, our family has tried to become the hands 
and feet of Jesus in our daily lives not just on Sundays. The sense of commitment and connection we 
feel from every single person that joins in on Sunday is incredible. I know that if we ever were in a 
time of need that the friends we have made through SunWest McKenzie would unfailingly come to 
our rescue and they would do it out of love not obligation. That is love and that is family.  The 
second best thing about this church is the dedication and resources that they put into our youth. 
It is without a doubt the reason our children love going to youth night, Greenhouse and spiritual 
events. They are investing into the future of SunWest disciples.” Tracy Sitzler

2015/16 was a great ministry year for us and we are believing that God will use that year 
as a foundational year in which we can build, grow, and sow seeds of His Kingdom into our 
community.    Some of what we are looking forward to this coming year is the following…
*   10 year anniversary for the Mckenzie Campus.
*    Dwell Retreat for Spiritual Formation
*    Build a community food bank at the Community Centre.

 When I think of all that God has done over the past twelve months I am overflowing with 
thanksgiving for the past and excitement for the future.

Pastor Drew Johnson

Here are three quick stories of life change that happened this year 
and will continue to happen…

“The value of finding a church family (in SunWest) is hard to summarize… 
having a place where you can be vulnerable and supported, a place where 
you can worship openly side by side with friends; the kind of friends who 
can keep you accountable or build you up at your lowest.That’s what my 
church is about.  And that kind of church is invaluable.”  Victoria McKinnon
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Worship

The Guiney family are in our last weeks of service at SunWest Christian Fellowship. We have 
been so honoured to serve alongside each of you and be on God’s mission 
together as part of this church family. Our brothers and sisters at SunWest will forever hold a 
special place in our hearts and we know that those friendships will continue as we follow God 
on our faith journey. 

We have felt for a while now that a chapter is coming to a close and a new one is
 beginning. Even though we are excited for what comes next we still find it difficult to say 
goodbye to those we love and cherish. We trust God has a great plan for us as a family and 
also for the community here at SunWest . We appreciate your prayers as we make the 
transition towards the next chapter of our faith journey. 

I have been so blessed in Ministry over the last year. Serving the church body and
 helping others grow and develop always brings me the greatest joy. Seeing new people join 
the worship and tech teams at both campuses is a huge win. 

The Worship team at McKenzie campus has never been as strong during my four years of 
ministry at SunWest as it is now. The arrival of Stacey Miller and Christy Dejong along with 
Alycia McKitrick has blessed us with three awesome worship leaders at McKenzie Campus.  
New faces in church and new additions to Covenant Community have helped shape three 
solid and committed worship teams for the next chapter. We also have a solid sound and 
media team who serve the church body selflessly and diligently in their area of ministry.
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Worship

I have also enjoyed serving alongside many committed and faithful worship leaders,
 musicians and tech people at Fish Creek Campus this year. We are blessed to have so 
many talented and wonderful volunteers who serve the Body so selflessly in all of these 
areas of ministry. The sound and tech volunteers have been working hard to move their 
area of ministry forward and have made many changes and upgrades developing 
systems that are already in place. 
Our worship leaders, musicians and tech teams have continued to work hard and also 
stepped up and supported the new service that was launched in theatre 5.  This has also 
been a great opportunity for new volunteers to join the teams and serve on many
 different levels. I especially want to say a huge thank you to the young people who have 
stepped up in making the new Unplugged service a success. Well done you guys! (and 
Paul!)

I would like to take an opportunity to thank Kayla Block for her work with the young 
people in the area of worship. I celebrate her willingness to devote her time and efforts 
to help the young people develop their gifts and grow in their confidence in the area of 
worship. We are already seeing the fruits of that overflow into worship in 1st and 2nd 
services.  Well done Kayla B!

As the service in Theatre 5 continues to develop we need to see more people get 
involved in the teams - worship, sound, tech, set up and tear down. This remains one of 
the biggest challenges in making this service a success. 

Pastor Neil Guiney

I want to say a final thank you to all of the
 volunteers and teams that my family and I have 
had the privilege of serving alongside over the last 
few years. 

You are all a great blessing to us and we will always 
cherish our time with you at SunWest. 

Richest Blessings
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Youth Ministry

...a thirst for Jesus that carried 
through the entire Youth 
ministry!

June will mark the end of my first season as the Youth Ministries Pastor of both the Jr. and 
Sr. High programs. With a new position comes a lot of excitement, movement, challenges, 
and new relationships. Looking back on this year brings a lot of great memories, stories, 
and lives changed. 

My first highlight of the year would be watching the growth of our youth ministry leaders. 
We have over 20 leaders who are involved weekly in our youth ministry, who put their 
energy, time and hearts into the over 100 youth who attend. It’s been amazing to watch 
them grow in their leadership abilities, taking on a relational style of ministry with our 
students. Spending time with them playing games, worshiping, leading small groups, and 
taking them out for coffee. There is a realization that through relationships and 
intentionality, outside of our weekly programs, is where lives are changed. 

I want to share with you a story of how a life has been changed in Youth Ministry. Keira 
started attending youth with a friend.  She kept coming back because it was a place where 
she felt welcome, a place where she found belonging. She didn’t feel like one of the num-
bers but that there was a place for her. After listening to a youth sermon on a Thursday 
night, God started to work in her heart and she sent a message to her Youth Leader, 
Sydney. Sydney took it upon herself to go out for coffee with Keira. They went out to Tim 
Hortons where Keira opened up about her past difficulties and burdens. She learned about 
the freedom and the fresh start that a relationship with Christ brings. It was there in that 
Tim Hortons over a cup of coffee, that Keira started her relationship with Jesus. It is in 
those relationships between leaders and students that lives are changed. This is just one of 
the many awesome stories of how God’s been at work this year through the hearts of our 
youth leaders.
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135 Attend Mexico 
Mission Trip
* 95 Youth
* 40 Leaders

5 Youth Baptisms
20 Youth at Greenhouse

Over 100 Youth attend 
Youth Events
*20 Youth Leaders

Pastor Colton Willms
Another highlight for the year would be our annual missions trip 
to Mexico with Amor Ministries. This year we had 135 people join 
us: 95 students and 40 leaders. While in Mexico we built 4 
houses and a church! We also saw families receive a new home, 
and witnessed physical and relational healing. People took steps 
to begin their relationship with Jesus including some of the 
Mexican families and some of our youth. Out of the trip we had 5 
baptisms and a new wave of excitement and a thirst for Jesus 
that carried through our entire youth ministry. 

Greenhouse has continued this year as an early morning Bible 
study that takes students deeper in their understanding and 
relationships with Jesus. I am continually amazing by the 
commitment and depth of our students who attend every 
Wednesday. We have been working through the history of the 
entire Bible. We have very intelligent and genuine students, who 
are going to do amazing things through their courage and faith. 

Over all this year we have seen a lot of growth, not only in
 numbers but also in depth of relationships formed between 
the students, leaders, and also with God. But that doesn’t come 
without challenges as well. I would love it if you could join me in 
praying for the ministry, pray for continued growth, pray for our 
leaders, pray for lives changed, and most of all that the students 
would experience the love and the life of Christ. 
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This Year we will increase
DayCamp to 2 weeks
to reach out to more 

Children
Our children continue to hear 

from God weekly and are 
becoming bolder in praying 

for healing

We will continue
to grow our commitment to 

help parents disciple 
their children! 

DAYCAMP
90 KIDS

PRAYING

FAITH@
HOME

PARENTS IN 

Children’s Ministry
This has been a year of great change and a renewed sense 
of call and direction for SunWest. For me personally. Jesus’ 
words to His disciples,

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing thim 
in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 28:19

We are all called to make disciples and raise them up in the ways of Jesus. It always 
excites me to see people take those steps to follow Jesus and then to watch them 
become active disciples. This year God impressed on me again how our children are 
capable and willing disciples and that we are building a firm foundation for them, not to 
underestimate how much they can grow in their relationship, knowledge and practical 
living like Jesus. Threfore this year we focused on helping our children to discover their 
Spiritual gifts, equipping them to reach out and help others,love one another and share 
the Good News of Jesus.

Some of the highlights of this year include teaching the kids about the Fruits of the 
Spirit and engaging parents in thier children’s discipleship through the “Faith @ Home” 
program. It was great to see our kids learn that they can 
choose to be joyful and peaceful and kind when things 
around them do not look that way.
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33 Shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child completed. 

K-5 Kids took on cleaning 
a part of Fish Creek Park 

and Grade 4-5 children are 
serving in Children’s Ministry!

Our Children continued 
to learn about SunWest 

Missionairies and write and 
support them this year. 

Continued emphasis on each 
of these areas with a weekly 
opportunity to make Jesus 
their “Forever Friend at the 

end of each morning!

SERVING

MISSIONS

2016-
2017

Pastor Jeff Marshall 
This is the second year that we have engaged parents in Children’s Ministry through the 
Faith @ Home program. It has been inspiring to talk with parents and hear them share 
things that work to teach their kids to read the Bible, pray, bless them, keep them safe on 
the internet and more.  We look forward to increasing these mornings to 2X per age group 
this coming year.

It is so exciting to see what God is doing in each age 
group every week and great to meet new families 
who are making SunWest their home. All of this is 
due to our dedicated families  who desire to see their 
children grow in their knowledge and love of Jesus.  
Thank-you for your unwavering support!

It is also due to our enthusiastic, committed 
volunteers and staff who serve tirelessly to ensure 
that each child is loved, cared for and has fun! 
Thank-you to the over one hundred volunteers.

This past year we said Goodbye to Lisa Dyck and Dannielle Guiney as Children’s Ministry 
staff. We appreciate all they have done. Kendra Barriscale increased her hours and Nicole 
Plett joined the team representing McKenzie Campus. It has been an honour to work with 
these dedicated women and we look forward to serving families this coming year!
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Missions 

Donec venenatis

2016 was an exciting year on the SunWest mission front. With a number of short-term 
mission trips, both from individuals and groups, new missionaries joining the fold, and 
many new stories from our existing missionaries, it was an inspiring and encouraging 
year to be a part of SunWest’s unique call to mission. 
 
Our SunWest Mission Team – Jeff Marshall, Greg Toews, Diane Miller, Diana Festejo, and 
Andrew Penner – met monthly throughout the year. Our main focus continues to be 
supporting our long term missionaries. However, our group also focuses on some local 
mission projects. We also support our young people in terms of short-term mission and 
scholarships that will equip them to be church leaders and missionaries down the road. 

We currently have six long-term missionaries (or missionary couples) in the field. Most of 
these are international (Dave and Louise Sinclair-Peters, Thailand, serving with 
MB Mission;  Jonah and Richelle Sinclar, Hong Kong, serving with YWAM; Stuart and 
Carrie McAllister, El Salvador, serving with Shelter Canada, Greg Toews, Thailand/Burma, 
serving with Partners Canada, and Lorren and Kari Lock, Dominican Republic, currently 
independent but seeking mission status with a new application). 

Our Canadian missionaries include: Twyla Plett, Winnipeg, serving with ISCM; Kristen 
Corrigan, Montreal, serving with ETAM; and Diana Festejo, Calgary, serving with the Legacy 
Foundation. 

Unquestionably, one of the highlights of 2016 was the opportunity to serve and support a 
number of missionaries in the field on various trips. We had teams go to Thailand, the 
Dominican, Mexico and El Salvador in 2016. Many amazing stories from these trips came
back to us. It was especially exciting to see so many youth participate on these trips. 

As a mission team, we take very seriously our mandate to ensure our SunWest Mission 
budget – approximately 10% of our annual budget, roughly $120,000 – is directly faithfully 
through our various missions and missionaries. We prayerfully discern each and every 
opportunity and are accountable for this. It’s an amazing opportunity and we don’t take it 
lightly. 

Our local missions, such as The Mustard Seed, Christmas Church Hampers, and an exciting 
new endeavour with Syrian Refugee sponsorship, have also been important endeavours in 2016.   
We look forward to many more great stories and exciting opportunities in fall and in 2017. 

Andrew Penner
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General Budget 

  Missions BudgetControl 

2015-2016 2016-2017
Forecast Budget

916,000$            916,000$             
393,000$            395,000$             
40,000$               50,500$               

1,349,000$         1,361,500$          

18,000$               18,500$               
19,000$               29,500$               

9,000$                 30,500$               

5,500$                 17,000$               

22,000$               
64,000$               47,000$               

320,000$            320,500$             
684,000$            694,000$             

130,900$            174,500$             

8,000$                 30,000$               

1,280,400$         1,361,500$          

68,600$               -$                     

Other 36,320$             83,357$                  50,000$                     

Fish Creek Campus 877,500$          741,236$                857,000$                   
McKenzie Campus 269,000$          348,406$                353,300$                   

2014-2015 2014-2015 2015-2016
Budget Actual Budget

Revenue

McKenzie Campus 9,700$              7,969$                   9,500$                       

Total Revenue 1,182,820$       1,172,999$             1,260,300$                

Expenses

Children's Ministry 12,500$             16,020$                  15,000$                     
Youth & Young Adults 38,670$             34,703$                 31,000$                     
Fish Creek Campus 10,200$             12,290$                  10,200$                     

Campus Launch 55,000$                     

Spiritual Formation 11,900$             27,850$                  16,000$                     
Programming 25,000$             48,822$                  40,000$                     
Operations 274,082$          297,009$                295,600$                   
Personnel 686,118$          644,123$                667,000$                   

Missions 114,650$          108,964$                121,000$                   

Total Expenses 1,182,820$       1,197,750$             1,260,300$                

Total -$                  24,751-$                  -$                           

2016-2017
2014-2015 2014-205 2015-2016 2015-2016 2016-2017 

Budget Actual    Budget      Forecast Budget
Revenue
Missions Transfer 118,282$          108,964$               121,000$          130,900$            174,500$        
Other Income 255,000$          208,271$               240,000$          302,000$            253,000$        
Projects 10,000$             7,484$                   12,000$            60,000$              30,000$          

Total Revenue 383,282$          324,719$               373,000$          492,900$            457,500$        

Expenses
Conference Fees 42,000$             39,500$                 65,000$            65,000$              85,500$          
Local Missions 26,000$             26,340$                 26,000$            34,000$              18,000$          
Geographic Support 4,000$               35,001$                 25,000$            25,000$              22,500$          
Missions Trips 9,000$               7,000$                   11,000$            12,000$              12,000$          
Missionairies 30,800$             34,090$                 30,000$            45,500$              43,500$          
International Trips 230,000$          214,595$               203,000$          250,400$            245,000$        
Projects 20,000$             7,767$                   12,000$            60,000$              30,000$          
Bank Charges 1,000$               2,095$                   1,000$              1,000$                1,000$            

Toal Expense 362,800$          366,388$               373,000$          492,900$            457,500$        

Total 482$                  41,669-$                 -$                  -$                    -$                
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SunWest Christian Fellowship
101-239 Midpark Way SW

Calgary, Alberta
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info@sunwestchurch.com


