
April 3

Day 7: The Crucifixion and Burial

Make the Point

The religious leaders did not like Jesus. They wanted to get rid of Him. A 
mob of people found Jesus and arrested Him. They took Him to Pilate. 
Pilate allowed Jesus to be beaten up. Pilate told the people, “I can’t find 
any reason to charge Him (Jesus).” But the religious leaders yelled, “Crucify 
Him!” The religious leaders did not believe the truth about Jesus.

Pilate tried to release Jesus. He was afraid of what was happening, but 
the crowd of people would not give up. They wanted Jesus to be crucified. 
Finally, Pilate agreed. Pilate had a sign made for the top of Jesus’ cross 
that said, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” While Jesus was dying 
on the cross, Jesus asked John to take care of Jesus’ mother Mary. Jesus 
knew that every Scripture prophesied about Him would be fulfilled, so He 
said, “It is finished.” Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sin.

Joseph of Arimathea was a follower of Jesus. Joseph went to Pilate and 
asked permission to bury Jesus’ body. Nicodemus and Joseph took Jesus’ 
body and wrapped it in linen cloths. They placed Jesus’ body in a new 
tomb in the garden. The next day, the religious leaders asked Pilate to give 
orders for the tomb to be guarded because Jesus had said, “After three 
days I will rise again.”

—John 19:1–42; Matthew 27:62–66

Jesus’s crucifixion (the way Jesus died on the cross) took place to pay for 
the sins of people. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, people can have a 
relationship with God that is personal and true. God loves people so much 
that He sent Jesus to provide the sacrifice for sin. Rejoice today for God’s 
good gift for everyone who believes in Him.



April 3

Pray

Family Activity

• Why is Jesus’ death important? 

• How can we praise God for the gift of Jesus? 

• Why do you think the religious leaders wanted the tomb to 
be protected?

God, thank You so much for Jesus’ sacrifice. Thank You that Jesus willingly 
chose to die on the cross to rescue people from sin. Help us be grateful 
and thankful each day for this amazing gift.

Items needed: linen cloth, flashlights (optional)

Gather your family together to play a game where one person hides the linen 
cloth, and the other family members search and find it. For older children, 
consider turning off the lights and allowing them to search in the dark.

Say: “After Jesus died on the cross, Jesus’ friends wrapped His body in a linen 
cloth. Then, Jesus’ body was buried in a tomb. After the resurrection, some 
people suggested that Jesus’ body was stolen rather than resurrected. But 
tomorrow, we will learn that the linen cloths left in the tomb proved otherwise.”

Lead your family to think about what it means to know that Jesus died on the 
cross. Talk with your family about how Jesus’ sacrifice made it possible for 
people to be rescued from sin. Take turns asking each family member to name 
one thing he or she is thankful for, and close your time in prayer thanking God 
for His great gifts.

Family Discussion Questions
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