
April 2

Day 6: Jesus’ Betrayal, Arrest, and Trial

Make the Point

The religious leaders did not like Jesus. They wanted to get rid of Him. One
of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, went to the religious leaders and made a deal.

Judas agreed to betray Jesus. The leaders had Jesus arrested and they sent
Him to Pilate, the governor.

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

Jesus told him, “You have said it.”

The religious leaders began telling lies about Jesus, but Jesus said nothing.
Pilate was amazed at Jesus. He decided to let the people decide what he
should do. Pilate could let a criminal named Barabbas go free or he could
release Jesus. Pilate knew that the religious leaders were jealous of Jesus
and that is why they had arrested Him. The religious leaders got the 
people to tell Pilate that they wanted Barabbas to be free. When Pilate 
asked the people about Jesus, the people said they wanted to crucify Him.

Finally, Pilate agreed to the people’s demands to free Barabbas and 
sentence Jesus to be crucified.

—Based on Matthew 26:47–50,57–68; 27:1–31

Nothing that happened in the events of Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, or trial was 
out of Jesus’ control. Because Jesus is the Son of God, He knew everything 
that was going to happen, and He willingly submitted to the Father’s plan. 
Jesus allowed these events to take place so that He could fulfill God’s 
promise and make a way for people to be rescued from their sins. Jesus 
died on the cross, and God raised Him from the dead so we can be saved.



April 2

Pray

Family Activity

• Why do you think the religious leaders did not like Jesus? 

• Jesus knew everything that was going to happen to Him, and He still 
obeyed God’s plan. What does this teach us about Jesus? 

• When are times in which it is difficult to believe that God is in control? 
How can we trust God when our circumstances feel uncertain?

God, thank You for Jesus and His willingness to fulfill Your perfect plan for 
His life on earth. Thank You for being in complete control of everything. 
We trust You, and we love You.

Give each family member a moment to think about a situation where 
something felt out of his or her control. Engage in discussions about what is 
out of our control (circumstances) and what is in our control (responses). Read 
the following scenarios and guide family members to move to one side of the 
room if the statement is in our control and to the opposite side of the room if it 
is out of our control. Allow kids to create additional scenarios.

• Your brother spills milk on your homework (out of our control)
• You yell at your brother for spilling milk on your homework (in our control)
• You lie to your mom about cleaning your room (in our control)
• You choose to clean your room before playing video games (in our control)
• The neighbor rakes all of her leaves into your yard (out of our control)
• You complain about your neighbor to your friends (in our control)

Challenge family members to think of ways to encourage each other when 
things feel out of control. Maybe think of a family codename (“GIIC”—God is in 
control) or a hand signal (like two thumbs up and then point up to mean, “It’s 
okay, God’s in control”).

Remind your family that we can respond to difficult circumstances in ways that 
demonstrate our faith in God and belief that He is in control of all things.

Family Discussion Questions
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