
April 1

Day 5: Peter’s Denial

Make the Point

One day, Jesus’ friend Peter was sitting in a courtyard. A servant walked up 
to Peter. She said, “You were with Jesus from Galilee.” This surprised Peter. 
He was afraid for the people to know He was Jesus’ friend. Peter shouted 
so everyone nearby could hear: “I don’t know what you are talking about!”

Peter walked out to the gateway. Another woman saw him and spoke to 
the people. This woman said, “This man was with Jesus!”

Now Peter was even more upset. Again he shouted, “I don’t know the 
man!” After a little while, some more people standing near Peter spoke up. 
They said, “You certainly are one of the people following Jesus. The things 
you say show that!”

Now Peter was even more afraid. He was angry at the people. “I do not 
know the man!”

Then Peter heard a rooster crow. Suddenly, Peter remembered what Jesus 
had said earlier that night. Jesus said that before the rooster crowed, Peter 
would say three times that he did not know Jesus.

Peter was so sad. He was Jesus’ friend, but he told the people he did not 
know Jesus. Peter left the people and cried. It was a very sad day for Peter.

—Matthew 26:69–75

Jesus knew His friend Peter loved Him and that Peter really wanted to 
follow and obey God. But Jesus also knew Peter’s faithfulness would fail. 
Following Jesus requires loyalty even when it’s difficult or risky. When Peter 
realized his sin, he wept. He knew he had hurt Jesus, and Peter felt
great sorrow.



April 1

Family Discussion Questions

Pray

Family Activity

• Jesus told Peter that he would deny Jesus before it even happened. 
What does this tell us about Jesus? 

• Do you think Jesus still loved Peter even after Peter denied Him three times? 
Why or why not? 

• How did Peter feel after he denied Jesus? How should we respond when 
we are convicted of sin? How does God respond when we confess our sin 
to Him?

Jesus, we want to love and obey You, but we sin. Like Peter’s sin, our sin hurts 
our relationship with You, and it brings sorrow. Help us repent and grow to live 
more like You instead.

Items needed: index cards, pens or pencils, beanbag or rolled-up pair of socks

Choose a room in your home and play a game of hide and seek. The 
challenge is that people can only hide in that one room. After a few rounds, 
talk together about how difficult it was to hide in a room full of people.

Say: “Just like it was hard for us to hide in a crowded room, Peter was unable 
to hide in the crowd of people. When he was found out, he lied and denied 
knowing Jesus. This was sin. Sin breaks our relationship with God, but we can 
talk to God about our sin. Let’s look in our Bibles to see how God responds 
to this.”

Write the following verse references on individual index cards:
1 Chronicles 16:34, Psalm 86:15, Isaiah 54:10, Romans 5:8, Romans 8:38–39, 
Ephesians 2:4–5, Philippians 1:6, and 1 John 1:9.

Scatter the cards on the floor. Take turns tossing a beanbag or a rolled-up 
pair of socks onto the cards. Select the card the beanbag landed on. Once 
everyone has a card, locate those verses in the Bible and read them together.
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