July 2018

Dear Young Harris beloved,
"Where there is no vision, the people parish, but happy are those that keep the
law." No truer statement exists than Provers 29:18! The Ministry Team has given
me, with the guidance of Russ Field, permission to gather a task force with three
clear objectives:
1. Recommend a mission statement to the congregation.
2. Articulate with clarity who we are as a congregation.
3. Identify 3 ministry objectives for us to engage during the next two years.
It is critical that we at Young Harris Memorial UMC communicate to ourselves and
to others the Love of God and the Fellowship of God here, right where we are.
With each passing day, it becomes more evident to me that Jesus has big plans
for Young Harris Memorial UMC during the years that are to come. We serve a
collaborative God who expects us to invest in the valuable jewels He has
entrusted to us!
This Task Force will gather weekly during July and early August and with a goal of
submitting an initial report to Church Council on August 15 with a hope for the
congregation to offer feedback and ratify a statement for Young Harris UMC
during our scheduled Charge Conference during the fall. I ask you all to please
pray for this endeavor and for this group to hear from the Lord on His plans for us
and our ministry in Athens.
There has never been a time during the history of our congregation where the city
(or the world) needed the Church of Jesus Christ any more than now. I believe, as
many before us have believed, that Young Harris Memorial UMC has a very
critical part to play in the destiny of Athens, Georgia for Christ. We live is a unique
town who has a very unique responsibility for the regional Church. It is a
significant opportunity and responsibility for us. I ask you all to pray for the
direction we seek to hear from God. I ask additionally that you continue to pray for
the role that Young Harris Memorial UMC will play as God moves during the years
ahead.
In Christ alone,
Pastor David

What's Happening at Young Harris UMC

Wednesday Night Suppers - Beginning September 12
Mark your calendars! Wednesday Night Suppers return to Young Harris UMC on
September 12 at 5:30 p.m. Susan Clark and Chuck Clark will be cooking tasty
meals and Pastor David will be leading us with a simple Bible study from the text,
"Experiencing God," by Henry Blackaby.
We will be organizing cleaning teams soon. If you're interested in helping by
taking up money for the dinners or leading a clean-up team, please speak with
Pastor David or Patti.
Young Harris UM C and Scouting

On June 6, our Church Council approved a motion to
proceed with chartering a newly formed Cub Scout Pack
at Young Harris Memorial UMC! This Pack, which plans to
have multiple gender-specific dens, will be targeting our
local neighborhood and the Chase Street Elementary
School community.
We will receive ample and experienced leadership from our Young Harris UMC
members, Daryll Victorio and Camille May! Please pray for how you can support
scouting at Young Harris UMC and how Scouting can impact our neighborhood!
Nicaragua Update
As a heads up, while our missionaries were not able to travel to serve with some
of the folks at Oconee Street UMC in Nicaragua at the end of June as we had
planned, we were able to send funds to supply and build an outdoor kitchen our
sister church in Salinas Grande. We are hearing reports that some of those
supplies and medical supplies have been purchased and have been delivered to
Salinas Grande.
There is significant civil unrest in nearby Leon, which is making mission trips
dangerous presently. While we and many other congregations are unable to be
present, we can be in prayer for what is happening there. Stay tuned, as we wait
for instructions for how we can best serve our brothers and sisters in Christ in
Nicaragua and, specifically, Salinas Grande. So, let us pray for a peaceful and
appropriate solution to the politically tense reality there.
Congratulations, Audrey and Kyle!
We are happy to announce that Kyle Haney
"popped the question" to Audrey Mitchell on
June 29! She said, "YES"!
We wish you all many years of joy.

Thank you to the wonderful
adult workers who spent
the bulk of their mornings
during the week of June 25
serving some lovely
children who participated
in Vacation Bible School.
The theme was "Jonah and
Whale." It was a fantastic
time for everyone.
Be sure to offer a special
thank you to each of our wonderful volunteers AND to Mrs. Dawn!

Summer Activity Calendar 2018 Events for MYF!
Sunday, July 15 - Grilling out, treasure hunt and movie night!
Sunday, August 5 - Bowling night! (bring food $)
Friday, September 28-30 - Camp Glisson confirmation weekend retreat!
One of the most effective ways to impact the life of a youth in our congregation
and our community for Jesus Christ is to offer them your real presence. If you are
interested in serving in this way, please speak with Pastor David or with Blake.
MYF Collecting Donations for
Athens Animal Shelter
Our MYF are collecting items
needed at our local Athens Animal
Shelter. This is a project that the
youth have chosen to raise funds
and goods themselves. Some of the
items they are requesting include:

PVC Dog Beds
Canned Kitten Food
Canned Dog Food
Non-clumping Cat Litter
Dry Puppy Food
Munchy Sticks for Dogs
For more information, contact our
Director of Youth Ministries, Blake
Tabb at btabb@yhmumc.com.

How Can You further Support MYF?
Here is a short list for how you can be a part of the excitement that is our
RENEWING Youth Ministry to Athens:
Become a Prayer Warrior and Encourager of our Youth. If you are
interested in Praying for one of our youth and encouraging them in various
ways.
Volunteer to COOK a meal on Sunday nights! Contact Erin McElroy at
ERINBAILEY20@GMAIL.COM to get plugged in.
Support Your Church with funding for each youth to attend events throughout
the year.
Volunteer to be a Sunday School teach or a small group leader for youth.
We will soon be creating age & gender specific small groups. WE NEED
YOU! VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Spread the word about our MYF! If you know a youth who may like to join in
the fun, we'd love to have them come along!
Thanks for being a valued part of MYF at Young Harris UMC during 2018!
NO MYF on the following dates:
`
July 1 and July 8 (July 4 Weekends)
September 2 (Labor Day Weekend)

The Young Harris UMC family welcomes Asher
Isaac Gregory LaRue! Born Friday morning,
June 22 at 5:31 a.m., and weighing in at 9
pounds 3 ounces, Asher, Mama-Jenn, and
Daddy-Don are doing well.
Many congratulations, Jenn and Don (and
brothers, Phillip and Josiah)! We love forward to

hearing your lovely singing in the choir loft with
Jenn really soon!
Jenn plans to return to lead music for our 11 a.m.
Traditional Service on July 15 with Asher in tow!

Women and Men at Young Harris UMC
Women's Circles for UMW are held the 2nd
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. at Em's Kitchen for Circle 1
and 2:00 p.m.for Circle 2 in the Family Life
Center.The 2nd Saturday at 10:00 a.m.Circle 3
meets in the Family Life Center. For more
information contact Geneva Milliner.
The first Monday of the month at Em's Kitchen,
11:00 a.m. there is a Women's prayer Luncheon. All Women are welcome.
Hello Young Harris Ladies,
Everyone is welcome to attend the Salad Supper on June 10, Tuesday at 6:30
p.m. Bring your favorite salad to share. We will be assembling the shoe boxes for
the Emerging Nations Children Ministry. We need lots of help with this project.
Pray for Linda MacKean who has regrettably resigned as our UMW President. As
the Vice President, I will be assuming the responsibilities of the President of
UMW. I will need your loving prayers of support as I lead you to the end of 2018.
Thank you,
Geneva Milliner
Men's Breakfast and Bible Study meets each
Wednesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. in the FLC,
Dining Room. We have taken a break during the last
couple weeks due to Annual Conference Meetings,
Vacation Bible School, and The Fourth of July Holiday.
We will be back in full Bible Study swing on July 11 at 7
a.m.

It's never too early to mark you calendars to participate in
the October 3 BBQ in the fall!

Men's Club to Host Journey of Hope
The Young Men who are a part of Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity
and spend the summer with The Ability Experience will be
riding their bicycles through Athens and staying in the FLC
on the night of Monday, July 30. They arrive from south of
Athens and they leave Tuesday morning en route to
Clemson.
Typically they ride about 90 miles a day on their summer-long journey from
Southern California to Washington D.C. The Men's Club will support them with
meals and hospitality! This will be the fourth consecutive year that we have hosted
this group of riders!

Missions Opportunities
There are several missions emerging and we hope that
the entire congregation can be a part of the wonderful
ministry happening now!

The UMM of YHMUMC will once again host meals in
support of the Rick Bonfim Ministries' Rekindle the
Flame Conference to be held at The Classic Center
July 11 through July 15.
We will be supporting lunch and some dinners for men
who attend from drug recovery programs in Soperton,
Georgia and Statesboro, Georgia. Lunch for them will
include Wednesday, July 11 and dinners for Wednesday, July 11, Thursday, July
12, and Friday, July 13. We will be seeking groups in the church to host a
meal. Will you consider helping?
We will also be hosting two BBQ lunches on Friday, July 13 and Saturday,
July 14 for two hundred of those who will be attending the conference.
There will be four chances for YOU to serve 100 men and women who will be
attending. Please contact Pastor David or a team captain if you are interested.
Pastor Angela will be leading dinner on July 11, The United Methodist Men will be
helping with Lunch on July 12, Heather Hogan will be leading The Branches
Sunday School class to serve dinner on July 12, and The leadership from NA will
be serving dinner on July 13.
The Following Sundays will include
giving opportunities to these organizations:

July 15 - Murphy-Harpst's Offering
August 26 - UGA Wesley Foundation's Offering
September 16 - UMCH's "Work Day Offering"
October 21 - Aldersgate/Collinswood Offering
December 24 - Our Daily Bread's "Christmas Eve Offering"

Serve Meals at Our Daily Bread
If you are interested in volunteering, we would like for you to participate! Every
month a group of volunteers get together to serve a meal to the less fortunate of
the Athens Community. Praise God for our Young Harris faithful servants.
One Community Garden volunteers will be working 8-10 a.m. Saturdays and 78:30 p.m. Wednesdays. We also need individuals who are willing to harvest and
water for 30 minutes to an hour on other days. To sign up, email Mike
(caidaz@gmail.com) or Allison (afloydwriter@yahoo.com)
Please contact the church office with prayers and
praises so we may pray! Many members of our
church need your special prayers.
Prayer for the following:
Faye Lester, Peg Christian, Mildred Edwards, Betty
Mann, Joann Escoe, Gwen Aaron, Pat Osley, Gwen
Holmes, Kaeti Lindsay Shurling, Evelyn Echols, Roy
and Jean Welch
Pray for the summer ministry and for our fall
ministry planning at YHUMC.
Pray for the Latino Ministry.
Pray for our members and friends who are "shut-in" presently.
Pray for the Youth Ministry that is happening at Young Harris UMC.
Pray for the peace and justice in the world.
Pray for our Nation, pray for God's hand to be upon our leaders.
ay for the United Methodist Church's Way Forward

July Birthdays
Lacey Shubert 7/6

Misty Crowley 7/7
Gayle Wright 7/8
Cesar Alvinena 7/12
Irvin Escoe 7/15
John Winn 7/17
Karla Pastor 7/19
Angela Baza 7/19
Chuck Phillips 7/22
Jenn LaRue 7/29
Nelson Luna 7/30





July Pictures of the Month

Nicole Pastor was a Youth Delegate at the North Georgia Annual Conference on
June 12-14. She was had the privilege of leading the entire Annual Conference
in an opening prayer on Thursday morning!

As seen in Pastor David's office - During VBS, Hannah Wofford and Chuck Clark
had an in-depth discussion about the sorts of meals that would be the tastiest
during the fall! Hannah advocated for popsicles to be served each week!

Submit your favorite Young Harris UMC pictures to dwofford@yhmumc.com or
psimpson@yhmumc.com. It may just get chosen!

