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The Story of Scripture 

 

Creation 

In Genesis, God shows himself to be the Creator. He has always existed, and as we study 

Scripture, we will find he has always existed as the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—one 

God in three persons. Everything else was created by him from nothing, a fact that shows us he is 

wholly different from us. As we are introduced to his creation in Genesis 1, we see that 

everything he has made is good, and we feel a tension because we recognize that the world as we 

know it misses the mark. It is not good that people get old, that loved ones get sick and die, that 

the world is filled with violence and corruption.  

This tension in the story is intentional. Things are not how God created them or wanted 

them to be. He created a good world, and at its heart is a garden called Eden that represents the 

best of it. Here he places a man and woman (Adam and Eve), both created in the image of God, 

to rule over creation and to fill the earth with the glory of God. This is a world with no sin, no 

sickness, no violence and no death. They have everything that they need. They have fellowship 

with God, they have a purpose, and they have the use of all of creation. God gives them life 

freely with only one condition: they can eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden except the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. If they eat from it, they will die. 

 

The Fall 

In the next scene, a serpent enters the garden. This creature suggests that God does not 

have humanity’s best interest in mind, that maybe they know more about what they want than 

God does. He suggests that God denies them the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil because he does not want them to be like him. And instead of trusting in the goodness of 

God as displayed throughout his creation and provision for them, they disobey God. This is 

known as the Fall. At this point, sin and its consequences enter into the world, and it is corrupted. 

From here, the Bible shows how the choice of Adam and Eve to disobey God leads to increasing 

destruction and death. It corrupts everything it touches, and humanity can do nothing to rid itself 

of the problem. Evil is in our world because we invited it in, and there is nothing we can do to 

shut it out again. This is the tension we are meant to feel as we read Scripture: one that echoes 

our experience in what is often a cruel world. 

But God is gracious. Instead of letting death be the last word, he makes a promise in 

Genesis 3:15 even as he doles out the consequences of disobedience. When talking to the 

serpent, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promises that 

there will one day be an offspring (or seed or child) of the woman that will defeat the serpent. He 

will be hurt by the serpent, but in so doing, he will crush its head. This promise will become 

clearer as the story unfolds. 

 

The Good Seed and Righteousness by Faith 

After this, we see the effects of sin driving the world into chaos. Just as God promised, 

sin has led to death. People are choosing immorality, violence, abuse, destruction, and death. A 

few faithful hold to the promise of a seed of the woman: a serpent slayer who will set things 

right, but even these show themselves to be thoroughly infected by sin. The story of Noah 

illustrates this. Things have gone horribly wrong up to this point: “The Lord saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 



was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). But Genesis 5:28–29 says, “When Lamech had lived 

182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, ‘Out of the ground that the Lord 

has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.’” 

Lamech, Noah’s father, understands the promise of Genesis 3:15 that God will send a serpent 

slayer to set things right. He hopes that his son is this man. And as Noah grows, it looks like he 

might be; God recognizes that he is the one righteous man on earth.  

Because the world is so evil, God floods the earth, saving only Noah and his family. This 

story teaches us something about the heart of man. Although God has brought judgment upon the 

earth and is restarting with one righteous man and his family, sin has so permeated the human 

heart that even Noah, a righteous man who has just been spared judgment, shows his brokenness. 

The next time we hear about Noah, he is drunk and naked, shaming himself before his children. 

Even the most righteous man on earth falls far short of God’s standard for humanity. Noah 

looked like he may be the promised seed of the woman to slay the serpent, but he is as broken as 

all the rest. Though his faith is to be emulated, he cannot save even himself, much less the world. 

And by Genesis 11, we see the world openly rebelling against the rule of God again. This shows 

there is a heart problem with humanity. We choose to cut ourselves off from God, the source of 

life, and in doing so, we choose destruction. That is the clear trajectory for humanity established 

in Genesis. 

But just as things are looking hopeless, God steps in and chooses a man who will later be 

renamed Abraham to receive a great promise. In Genesis 12:1-2, God says to Abraham, “Go 

from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Of particular importance here is the idea 

that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham (more on that in a minute). Of 

immediate concern to Abraham is how God can make him a great nation even though he has no 

children and has a barren wife. But in Genesis 15, God reaffirms his promise, and Abraham 

believes God and in so doing clues us into how a sinful and broken people might be able to be 

made right with our creator. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness.” Abraham believes that God will come through on his promise, and God 

counts Abraham’s faith as righteousness. This clues us into why people like Noah are considered 

righteous even though we see that man’s heart is broken. They believe the promise of the seed of 

the woman who will slay the serpent. And God is narrowing his promise when he covenants with 

Abraham to bless the nations through his offspring or seed. The serpent slayer will be a child of 

Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations.  

The OT’s definition of righteousness can be surprising to many. Many see the OT way to 

salvation as observance to the law of Moses, but this is not the case. It is by faith in the promises 

of God. Romans 4:1–3 assures us that this interpretation is correct, “What then shall we say was 

gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Faith, not works, is and 

has always been the basis of justification. However, it is important to note that belief and 

obedience are closely related throughout Scripture. Belief is counted as righteousness, but that 

belief is always accompanied by a heart that is motivated towards obedience by the grace and 

mercy received. Thus obedience is the fruit (or result) of a life of faith. Faith, not works, is 

counted as righteousness. Obedience flows out of this faith. Obedience can be thought of as 



living out the identity God gives us because of our faith. We will look at this more in our 

discussion of the New Testament. 

Just as we would expect from our knowledge of humanity, Abraham and his descendants 

continue to exhibit evidence of heart problems. Throughout the rest of the OT, they lie, they 

cheat, they sleep around, they murder. They are thoroughly broken. They will never make 

themselves pure. Even the best choose themselves over God. It is important that we see salvation 

as something completely out of the reach of humanity. But more importantly, God steps in and 

provides salvation to those who are willing to repent. God is faithful despite failures. He 

continues to pursue his people. He continues to offer forgiveness and mercy to those who will 

respond in belief to his promises.  

 

The Exodus and The Law 

A few generations down the road from Abraham, we find that his family (the Hebrews or 

the people of Israel) has grown large, but they are enslaved to the Egyptians. It is important to 

note that this is predicted in Genesis 15:13, a fact that should only further confirm the 

sovereignty of God in our minds. Things are not good. Not only are they oppressed, but their 

numbers intimidate Pharaoh, and he decrees that every Hebrew male child born be killed by 

being cast into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). But one woman, in an effort to save her baby son, places 

him in a basket and floats him down the same river. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the child and 

raises him as her own. This man is Moses. He will lead Israel in the exodus, a climatic moment 

in history where God delivers Israel from Egypt and establishes them as a nation. This will be the 

moment by which OT believers remember the faithfulness of God and become the bedrock for 

their hope of future deliverance. 

The story of Exodus shows the power of God. He uses the deliverance of Israel to tell a 

story that will be repeated over and over again. A man will bring a broken people out of the 

bonds of slavery and into a Promised Land. The story of Moses will set the trajectory for the 

greater redemption story where Christ comes to save his people from sin and death and restore 

them and the world to their intended place. Moses, through the power of God, pleads with 

Pharaoh to let his people go. God sends ten plagues, each proving his power over the gods of 

Egypt and the last of which costs the Egyptians that which they took from the Israelites: their 

firstborn sons. Israel is spared this fate through what becomes known as the Passover. God calls 

each house to sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the doorposts. They are to then eat a special 

meal that becomes known as the Passover meal. That night as the angel of the Lord is putting the 

firstborn to death, he passes over the houses that believe God and act on his commandment to 

sacrifice the lamb, resulting in the sparing of their firstborn sons. This final plague convinces 

Pharaoh to release Israel. 

Despite the miraculous ways God delivers them from Egypt, including the crossing of the 

Red Sea, they again choose fear rather than trust him. God leads them on the way to Promised 

Land in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He feeds them manna that 

miraculously appears on the ground. He gives them water from a rock when they have nothing to 

drink, and still they grumble against him.  

Finally, they come to a place called Mount Sinai and something amazing happens. God 

makes a covenant (probably the best way to understand a covenant is a promise that is marked by 

loyal relationship) with Israel that they will be his people if they will obey what he calls them to 

do. That sounds good to them and so they say they will. Moses then goes up the mountain to 

meet with God and before he can come back down, they have already failed. They make an idol 



and begin worshiping it. The only thing that keeps God from destroying them is his promise to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Eventually, they move on. God leads them on towards the Promised Land (Canaan), and 

he continues to provide for them on the way. As they near the land, they send out twelve spies to 

investigate. It is a rich land but also one filled with powerful people. Ten of the twelve spies 

report that they do not believe they can take the land. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 

disagree and urge the people to trust God. Instead, they doubt his promise and try to stone Joshua 

and Caleb, rebelling against God. God intervenes and is again on the verge of destroying Israel. 

Only his promise stays his hand. The consequence for their actions? None of this unbelieving 

generation will get to enter the Promised Land. All but Joshua and Caleb will die in the 

wilderness as Israel is made to wander in it for the next 40 years.  

This includes Moses. He is like Noah in that he appears to be the one who will bring 

about the promises of God, but despite his great faithfulness, he too sins in ways that show us he 

too is broken and in need of God’s intervention. This is never more evident than when he strikes 

the rock at Meribah in disbelief and frustration, and God says to him, “Because you did not 

believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 

bring this assembly into the land that I have given them” (Numbers 20:12). Even the great 

prophet Moses falls short of God’s perfect standard and is lost apart from God’s intervention. 

 It is amazing that God continues to provide for Israel even as they wander through the 

desert. But the message is clear – disobedience displays a lack of belief in the promises of God, 

resulting in wandering through the desert rather than entering into the Promised Land (an image 

that will later represent entering into the rest of God). As the 40 years come to a close, Moses 

gives some last instructions to the Israelites before he dies, and they enter into the land without 

him.  

In Deuteronomy 28–29, Moses reminds them of the covenant they have made with God. 

If they believe in him and his promises as demonstrated by their obedience, he will bless them in 

all kinds of ways. If they disobey, they will experience curses, most notably they will face exile 

at the hands of their enemies. Deuteronomy 30:15 sums it up this way, “See, I have set before 

you today life and good, death and evil.” But Deuteronomy 30 also lets us know what is going to 

happen. They are going to disobey and go into exile. They are going to do exactly what everyone 

before them has done. They are going to choose to disobey God and die, and here we are clued in 

as to why: they have uncircumcised hearts. They can’t love God how they are supposed to 

because their hearts are infected with sin and must be made new. This is also called a “heart of 

stone” (Ezekiel 36:26). But there is hope. There will be a day that God intervenes. Deuteronomy 

30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 

that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live.” God is doing something on the behalf of his people that they cannot do for themselves: 

change their very hearts. 

This echoes what we see in Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1–2. God is at work to bring 

about salvation for his people, and we are seeing his plan slowly unfold. It is something he must 

do on our behalf. God will send a seed of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent. He 

will be from the line of Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations. Genesis 15:6 assures 

us that those who are considered righteous are those who believe the promises of God. These 

believers will be the ones whose hearts have been circumcised so they will love God with all 

their hearts and souls that they may live (Deuteronomy 30:6).  



Despite the warning, the prediction of Deuteronomy 30 comes true. Upon entering the 

Promised Land, Israel’s obedience quickly wavers. Numerous accounts like Joshua 7 show the 

Israelites disobeying God thinking they know better than him about what will make them happy. 

At times, they keep things for themselves they were told not to; other times, they are fearful. 

They do not completely conquer the land. Judges records in great detail a people who are quick 

to forget God. He intervenes to save them over and over again, sending judges to help, but they 

continue to fall into unbelief and disobedience. Judges is summed up with its last verse, “In those 

days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

 

 

Kingdoms, Prophets, and Exile 

At this point, God allows Israel an earthly king. A man of kingly stature named Saul 

receives the crown. However, despite his appearance, it quickly becomes apparent that his life 

does not match up. He becomes murderously jealous of a young man named David that God 

chooses to replace him as king (remember disobedience illustrates a lack of belief). David is a 

man specifically chosen by God. He is from the tribe of Judah. We didn’t talk about this, but in 

Genesis 49:10, Jacob, a descendant of Abraham, declares that Judah, or more literally an 

offspring of Judah, will rule forever. All peoples will obey him, and the kingdom will be so 

wealthy he can tie his foal to the choice vine and wash his garments in wine. These are 

Messianic descriptors, meaning that these things describe the Messiah, the one God is sending to 

set things right, and the Messianic Kingdom he will usher in. This is important now because it 

hints to the meaning of the promises of God given here.  

The serpent slayer will be a seed of the woman (a human), a seed of Abraham, from the 

tribe of Judah, and as we will see, a son of David (meaning in the lineage of David). David 

seems to be the next contender for the position of serpent slayer. God handpicks him. As a boy, 

he slays the giant Goliath when all of Israel trembles before him. He is patient and merciful to 

Saul despite Saul’s murderous intentions towards him. He is even called a man after God’s own 

heart (1 Samuel 13:14). But we will see that he too is broken, most notably in his sin with 

Bathsheba. He will sleep with her, a married woman, and then have her husband killed to cover 

his sin. Again, the Bible clearly illustrates even the best of men have hearts that are deeply 

flawed. David is not the Messiah. But he does receive a promise from God that focuses the 

expectations of deliverance. God promises David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). One 

from the line of David will rule forever as the Messianic King. This Kingdom will be described 

in further detail in the prophets, but the gist is that it will be an everlasting kingdom marked by 

righteousness and justice: the two major concerns of God’s law.  

After David dies, his son Solomon begins his rule. His rule, like his father’s, starts out 

promising. He asks God for wisdom and receives it. He writes much of the wisdom literature in 

Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and much of Proverbs). He is successful in his reign. 

The nations come to meet him and pay tribute. In some ways, he is a picture of what the 

Messianic King might look like, but he is as fallen as the rest. He lets his numerous wives lead 

his heart after idols rather than stay true to God. 

The rest of the accounts of the kings of Israel are much like this. Most are outright 

rebellious. Some make a call for renewed faithfulness, but the trend is towards disobedience. As 

a result, God does just what he said he was going to do. The people choose disobedience and in 

doing so, they choose the curse (Deut. 30:15-20).  



 This leads to disaster for Israel. Under Solomon’s son, the kingdom of Israel is split into 

two kingdoms: Israel in the North, and Judah in the South. The kingdom of Israel is conquered 

by the Assyrians and carried off into exile. The same happens to the kingdom of Judah by the 

Babylonians. At this point, the question is how one in the line of David will sit on the throne 

forever and set things right if there is no throne in Israel? But we must remember that during the 

periods of the kings and now in the exile, prophets are sent to tell the Jewish people they are 

about to be punished and then while in exile why they are being punished. They have disobeyed 

God and are experiencing the curse Moses discussed in Deuteronomy 29. But that is not the end 

of the story. They are also reminded of who God is, how he is faithful to his promises, how he is 

merciful, how he has redeemed them in the past, and how they can expect him to do so again. 

And he will do so in a way that will address the problem they have been unable to address 

themselves. He will give them new hearts. 

 There are many clarifications of the promises of God in the prophets. In our brief 

overview it is important to see that there will be a Messianic (anointed one, promised deliverer) 

King from the line of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-5) and yet greater than David (Psalm 

110:1), who in some way is like a son of man and yet who seems to share in the divinity and 

authority of God (Daniel 7:13-14), who will suffer for the sins of others (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and 

yet will rule forever in righteousness and justice over a world that has been freed from sin and its 

curse (Isaiah 11:1-9). This king will not only save Israel but will bring salvation to the nations 

(Isaiah 49:6). We see that the members of this new kingdom will have a new covenant with God 

in which he will write his law on their hearts and minds (Jeremiah 31:31-34), meaning he will 

make them into the kind of people with hearts that are able to love and follow him. There is more 

than we can discuss in this short overview, but it is important to see the expectation of 

redemption and salvation that exists because of the promises of God revolving around the seed of 

the woman as declared by the prophets throughout the exile. 

 This is where the OT ends, with the expectation of a Messiah, a serpent-slayer from the 

line of David who will be a blessing to the nations, who will provide forgiveness of sins, conquer 

death, and rule eternally with righteousness and justice. However, as they trickle back from exile 

and are allowed to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, no one thinks that this new kingdom has 

come. Israel languishes, waiting for its promised deliverer, and they will do so for 400 years. The 

question for Israel is, “When will this Messiah come?” 

 

The Messiah 

 This is the context for the coming of Jesus—a once perfect world broken by an act of 

rebellion by the very ones created to be caretakers of it. This rebellion has led to broken 

fellowship with the creator, humanity’s enslavement to sin, suffering caused by evil, and 

ultimately death. Hope seems distant, but deliverance is coming in a most unexpected way. 

 It is important to note that the NT writers see the coming of Jesus and his preaching of 

the dawning kingdom of God as the fulfillment of the OT Scripture and its promises. This is why 

Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus connecting him to Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17), Luke 

records a genealogy connecting him all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), and all of the 

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) make frequent use of OT quotes and allusions to 

confirm Jesus as the promised Messianic King. They believe God’s promises in the OT and see 

them fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

 Although there are plenty of examples of God choosing people of low station to fulfill his 

purposes, the typical Jewish expectation for the Messiah was one who would come in political 



power. That is not how Jesus comes. He comes from humble beginnings. When he starts his 

ministry he chooses twelve men to invest in. He doesn’t choose the best and brightest; he 

chooses fishermen and a tax collector. But as he begins to minister, it becomes clear that Jesus is 

different. He heals people; he casts out demons; he shows his authority over nature; and he 

miraculously provides sustenance. He amazes the crowds as he teaches as one with more 

authority than they have never seen. He forgives sins; he overturns the temple; he explains how 

they have misunderstood the teachings of the OT. He claims to be the fulfillment of OT, the way 

to the Father, the living water, the light of the world. But most amazing of all, he claims to be the 

Son of God: one with God the Father. That is what all his teachings and miracles are pointing 

towards. The Messiah (or Christ as he is called in the NT) has come and his miracles are 

showing the dawning of the new kingdom promised in the OT. But the Jewish leaders are 

skeptical, which is unsurprising as it threatens their positions of power, and they begin to plot to 

kill Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teachings are surprising. He teaches an upside-down economy for the new 

kingdom he is ushering in. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). You must love your 

enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). You must store up your treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matt. 6:19-

21). Those who want to follow him must expect to be hated and persecuted (Matt. 10:16-25). 

Those who are like children will be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). Those who desire 

to be great must serve (Matt. 23:11-12). Earthly riches make entering into the kingdom difficult 

(Matt. 19:23-24). Those who wish to keep their lives must lose it (Matt. 16:24-27). Then Jesus 

shows what he means by all of this by serving us in a way that we could never repay. He does 

something for us that we could never do for ourselves. He pays the penalty for our sins. The 

greatest among us, the very Son of God, serves a world that has been rebelling against him since 

the beginning of time and takes our sins upon his shoulders. He takes our penalty for our sins—

death. The God of the universe becomes the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:5, “…he was pierced 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And because he is perfect, because he is 

sinless, because he is the Son of God, he rises again from the grave (Matt. 28:1-10). Jesus—the 

seed of the woman, the blessing to the nations, the Davidic king, the suffering servant, the Son of 

God—has fulfilled the promise of God. He crushes the head of the serpent. He defeats sin and 

death and inaugurates the new kingdom. 

 

Our Place in the Story 
 This is where you and I find ourselves in the story. Sin and death have been defeated, and 

we are offered a choice. Will we trust Jesus and his work on the cross for the forgiveness of our 

sins or will we trust in ourselves and our works? At first the answer seems easy. But Jesus calls 

us to count the cost of following him. He is coming back to set all things right, but until he does, 

we are to be sharing his story so that others might be saved. And what the Bible tells us is that 

many will reject him and in so doing reject and persecute us. Belief in him will mean hatred by 

the world. The call to follow Jesus is the call to forget about temporary, earthly gain and to 

pursue Jesus and his coming kingdom. It is the call to be willing, like Jesus, to suffer injustice. It 

is the call to share the gospel with those who are still dead in their sin so that they too can know 

God. We will find that we are exiles in this world, that we don’t really belong, but we will also 

find that the temporary cost will be eternally worth it (Matt. 13:44-46). Luke 9:23-25 says, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 



For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” We will 

all die. But Jesus tells us that a temporary life surrendered to him will result in salvation and 

eternal life with him in his new kingdom. 

 Revelation 21:1-4 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 

This is just a small glimpse into what God has in store for those who accept what Jesus has done 

on their behalf, who believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God. While we await his return, we 

are called to live in such a way that we demonstrate our belief, particularly in our proclamation 

of the gospel of Jesus to those who do not know him. 

 In short, we respond to the story of Scripture by knowing Jesus and making him known. 

 

Questions to ask when reading Scripture: 

1. What is the author’s main point in this section of Scripture? 

2. Where does what I’m reading fit in the overall story of the Bible? (i.e. before or after the 

Exodus from Egypt; before or after Jesus; before or after the resurrection, etc.) 

3. What does it mean for those who were the original audience? 

4. What does it mean for me today? 

5. How should I change in response to this Scripture? 

A Few Resources for Understanding the Story of Scripture 

For Small Children 

The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung 

The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm  

The Garden, the Curtain, and the Cross by Carl Laferton 

thebibleproject.com 

New City Catechism (Available as a book or for free as an app on both iOS and Android) 

For Youth and Adults 

thebibleproject.com 

The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno 

Multiply by Francis Chan 

For a More In-depth Look 

The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah by T.D. Alexander 

Old Testament Survey by Paul House and Eric Mitchell 

God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology by James M. Hamilton, Jr. 

  



Week 1 

Matthew 8:1-34 – Faith in the Healer 

By Garrett Pinkerton 

 

Introduction 

 One of the things that impresses me about Scripture is that it is so often relevant to both 

the sinner and the saint. You may think, “In a way, don’t those go hand in hand?” Let me be 

clear. By sinner, I am referring to someone who has not yet professed faith in Christ but may 

have been exposed to the Word by reading or hearing the gospel. By saint, I mean the person 

which God has called to himself, who is growing in the faith, and sent out to tell of the good 

news of Christ. So, we’re looking at two different spiritual standings. 

 I want to look at two different scenarios that play out for those who know Christ and 

those who might be potentially coming to know Christ. In both scenarios there are attacks from 

Satan on our minds to prevent us from doing the things God desires for us. But also, both 

scenarios fit right into the mold of how our society generally thinks, so they can go unseen by 

others and undetected by our own self-examinations. And finally, I think that both scenarios will 

seem eerily familiar to us, the church, either by our own actions and experiences or by those of 

the people we associate with daily. 

 The first scenario is of a person who has not submitted their life to Christ but has either 

been reading the gospel or hearing the gospel from someone: They respond in a way that goes 

something like this: “I believe in God, but I’m just too messed up to go to church.” Or maybe “I 

want to know Jesus and go to Heaven, but I also want to live my life the way I want to. I want to 

enjoy the time I have! God still loves me!” These two statements have underlying beliefs that 

somehow God isn’t powerful enough to save people who have a certain extent of sin, and that 

God isn’t enough to fulfill the longing we have for contentment in our heart. 

 The second scenario is that of someone who God has been given new life and who’s 

actively serving Christ. Maybe they respond to sharing the gospel in a way that goes something 

like this: “I love to teach Sunday school, but I can’t share the gospel with my coworkers because 

it isn’t the time and place.” Or maybe “I can’t tell those people about Jesus because they won’t 

want to hang out with me anymore. I’ll be the weird kid.” Or possibly it’s an internal discussion, 

like, “I’m not sharing the gospel with that guy because there is no way he’ll come to know 

Christ! He says and does lots of nasty things. And I doubt he can even read the Bible, much less 

understand it!” Sometimes, we doubt God’s power to save certain people. 

 Okay, maybe that’s a little exaggerated at the end, but aren’t these kinds of ideas and 

dialogues so common? These are problematic and subtle beliefs we can have as individuals, and 

Jesus goes right at them in chapter 8 of Matthew. 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us that Scripture is 

“profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the 

man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” And this chapter of Matthew does 

just that. The Spirit uses this text to teach, rebuke, correct, train, and equip us for good work. 

 

 

Read Matthew 8:1-34 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 



2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. The text details the healings of three people: a leper, a paralyzed man, and a sick woman. 

How do these demonstrate Jesus’ authority and power in this context? 

2. What do Jesus’ responses to the scribe (v. 20) and the “disciple” (v. 22) mean and what 

does this say about the way we should walk through life? 

3. When the herdsmen told those in the city what had happened to the demon-possessed 

men and the pigs, what did they emphasize to the city? Why was the people’s response to 

ask Jesus to leave? 

 

 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 8:1-4 

The first verse of Matthew 8 tells us that the sermon on the mountain has come to an end 

and as Jesus comes down from the mountain, great crowds are following him because they are 

amazed at Jesus’ teaching and authority. He then began a series of healings on a multitude of 

people. In my introduction, I brought up two scenarios that could/do occur in the minds and 

conversations of believers and unbelievers alike. There are many things that could lead to the 

types of thoughts and statements discussed in the scenarios. Someone may have dealt with 

“Christians” in the past who were not very Christlike, possibly by hatefully judging their actions. 

Maybe someone has a skewed view of God the father because of issues in their home. Someone 

may have a negative view of the Father because of a lack of ability to accurately interpret the 

Bible. All these come down to one issue—a misconception about the character of God. Many of 

these same misconceptions existed amongst the Jews of the time when Jesus was preaching from 

the mountain and performing miracles in the valleys. But Jesus, fully God and fully human, 

comes down and shows his creation his character through interactions with his creation.  

In verses 1-4, we see Jesus being humbly approached by a leper. He kneels before Jesus 

and calls Jesus Lord. He says, “if you will, you can make me clean.” The leper’s approach to 

Jesus demonstrates his belief in Jesus’ sovereignty and authority. For context, Jews of this time 

viewed people with leprosy negatively, and often they were banished from their civilization until 

they were either healed or they died (NIV). People didn’t want them anywhere near them, much 

less to touch them. The Lord told Moses in Numbers 5:2 that the people of Israel were to “put 

out of the camp everyone who is leprous.” A modern-day comparison to this would be the stigma 

that comes with HIV. (NIV p. 1546). Enter Jesus, who goes totally against the grain, touching 

the leper and healing him from his disease. He considered only the man’s faith and belief and 

healed him from his sickness. Typically, when someone comes into physical contact with a leper, 

they become unclean as well, according to Leviticus 5:3. This person must then make atonement 

for their sin.  
 

6 he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed, a  

female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make  



atonement for him for his sin (Leviticus 5:6). 

 

In this case, Jesus does something very different. The Gospel Coalition’s Douglass O’Donnell’s 

commentary on Jesus touching the leper explains this well. 

 

 “Yet, Jesus, who came to fulfill the law, transcends the law without abolishing it. That is, 

Jesus’s touch does not make him unclean; instead, it cleanses the unclean. And in this 

way, it foreshadows his work on the cross, where he will take on all his people’s 

impurities and render them perfectly clean in God’s sight.”  

 

 Jesus became the lamb offering needed to atone for our uncleanness. He took on our sin 

and suffered in our place so that we might be cleansed from all unrighteousness. What a 

beautiful picture of the gospel woven into the Word across multiple chapters and generations. 

In verse 4, Jesus instructs the leper to remain quiet about his healing, and to go to the 

priest to make an offering. When I first read this, I thought this might be one of those times in 

which Jesus was trying to conceal his miraculous works, but I haven’t read any reasoning for 

why this would be concealed at this time. In fact, it seems to be quite the opposite. The offering 

to which Jesus refers is required by the Mosaic Law in Leviticus 14. It is actually a series of sin 

offerings and burnt offerings which healed lepers must make before the priests to become 

ceremonially clean. Jesus at this point is not advising the healed leper to break the law, but to tell 

the priest the good news of what Jesus had done to heal him (Blomberg, 1992). Jesus heals and 

saves those who are cast out. 

 

Matthew 8:5-13 

 In verses 5-13, Jesus carries out a second healing, but this time, it’s a paralyzed man. As 

Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached Jesus.  A centurion was a Gentile commander 

of a division of troops and was seen as unclean because of his race (Blomberg, 1992). Again, this 

type of person does not fit into the mold for Jews who are judging based on the standards of that 

day. The centurion is a Roman commander who would not typically be humble. How might this 

compare to our society? Maybe you know a former military member who is rough around the 

edges and curses like a sailor. Would you expect them to have a humble faith in Christ and be 

conformed to his image? The Jews in Jesus’ time certainly wouldn’t. But, like the situation with 

the leper, Jesus hears the centurion’s requests. He knows the centurion’s faith in his healing 

powers and authority. The centurion demonstrates this through his request to Jesus and his 

response to Jesus. After Jesus says he will come and heal him, the centurion admits his 

unworthiness and asks for Jesus to heal him from afar, showing his belief in Jesus’ authority over 

the man’s paralytic state. Verse 10 says that Jesus marveled at the centurion’s faith and even 

used him to exemplify those who will be adopted into the kingdom from the east and from the 

west (Blomberg, 1992). 

I love the metaphor that exists in Jesus’ healing of the paralytic man from afar while 

calling people to himself from afar. On the other hand, some who are near—even sons of the 

kingdom (the physical kingdom of Israel and of Jewish descent), will be left in darkness due to 

their lack of faith in the One who heals. Jesus heals and saves all who believe, even those who 

appear far from the kingdom. 

 

 



Matthew 8:14-17 

 The third healing that Jesus performed was of Peter’s mother-in-law. Jesus demonstrates 

his authority in healing her by touch. Two things were wrong with this picture from the 

perspective of the day: Women were considered lower in society and weren’t allowed to be 

touched in some Jewish culture (Blomberg, 1992); and Jesus was healing on the Sabbath, which 

wasn’t considered lawful (Mark 1). This is why, after healing Peter’s mother-in-law, Jesus didn’t 

heal others until the evening. They were waiting until sundown on the Sabbath to avoid breaking 

the law (Blomberg, 1992). Jesus healed the sick and cast out demons from those who were 

oppressed, fulfilling the prophecy from Isaiah 53. 

 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and 

as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed 

for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 

wounds we are healed. 

 

We see in these first 17 verses of Matthew 8 accounts of healing. But more than that, we 

see a God who heals and loves those who would be considered the least of these. We see people 

with faith in Jesus to heal them from physical ailments and iniquities despite their shortcomings. 

They believe in his power and authority to eradicate things that man, on their own, have no shot 

at doing. Leprosy and paralysis were considered the end of the road. Likewise, man, in his sin, 

has no way of making amends with God and eradicating sin, apart from the work of Christ. It is 

for that reason alone that we have hope of being healed from our brokenness and given new life, 

free from sin. So how do we respond? Like those having the dialogue in the introduction? Do we 

look at all the ways we fall short and decide God can’t free us? Do we look at all the ways a 

person doesn’t fit the mold of a churchgoer and write off the possibility of their salvation? No, 

we walk by faith and not by sight. We look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, as the 

only way to the Father and to be healed from our sinfulness. And we look on others as God’s 

fallen creation who can be redeemed no matter their gender, race, health, level of intelligence, 

sinfulness, or socioeconomic status. Jesus heals and saves those who are lowly. All who turn in 

faith to him can be saved.  

 

Matthew 8:18-22 

 Jesus teaches two important concepts about following him in these five verses. The first 

comes through his responses to the scribe who says he will follow Jesus wherever he goes. Jesus 

says, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 

his head." Now, the scribe mentioned here is likely a typical scribe—considered faithless rule-

followers (Blomberg, 1992). Jesus’ response seems to indicate that he knew the scribe’s lack of 

commitment to following him and he responds in this way because of the scribe’s superficial  

following. The response also indicates Jesus’ supernatural being, meaning he has no home here, 

but is a foreigner and the same is true for all who follow him. Those who follow Christ have a 

true residence in the kingdom of Heaven and are sojourners on earth.  

 The second thing Jesus teaches is that following him is an immediate and full 

commitment. This is indicated by his response to the “disciple” who asks to bury his father. Jesus 

expects full abandonment of things that are old and passing away for the newness of life that he 



grants us. The Gospel Coalition commentary states that the phrase “bury my father” is an idiom 

that “relates to the issues of family responsibilities and financial securities.” Not even these 

should keep one from being fully devoted to following Christ and keeping his commandments.  

 

Matthew 8:23-34 

 The last two miracles Jesus performs in this passage are taming a storm over the sea and 

casting out demons from possessed men which he then sent into pigs who drown themselves in 

the sea. Both of these are means by which Jesus demonstrates his final authority over all of 

creation and even the reign of Satan on the earth.  

 First, when crossing the sea, a storm comes around the boat that Jesus and his followers 

are occupying. This is not uncommon, but this is described as a “great storm” and the boat is 

being “swamped” by waves, so the disciples feel a real endangerment when they call out to Jesus 

to save them. When they woke Jesus, he responds, “Why are you afraid, ye of little faith?” So 

even those who have heard the teachings of Jesus on the mountain, heard his warnings of the 

costs of discipleship, and still gotten in the boat with him have been said to have little faith. Jesus 

says this before calming the storm, exposing their lack of trust in Jesus. This may be alluding to 

trials of life that may arise when following Christ. Jesus is teaching them that their comfort is not 

in the absence of storms but the fact that God is with them through it all. He has control even 

during the difficult times. The word “epitima,” used here for rebuke, is the same word that is 

used in other places to describe exorcism of demons (Blomberg, 1992). This is demonstrating 

Jesus’ power over Satan’s rule and desire for destruction.  

 The second miracle occurs in verses 28-34. Two demon-possessed men coming out of the 

tombs meet Jesus. The inclusion of their origination from the tombs tells us that these demons 

are separate from civilization and are the most unclean and disturbed of all (Blomberg, 1992). 

We see in verse 29 that they call Jesus the Son of God and ask what he is to do to them. So they 

know exactly who Jesus is upon meeting him. They also know that he has authority over them 

and has determined their ultimate destiny. They ask him, “Have you come here to torment us 

before the time?” At the demons’ request, Jesus casts them out of the men and into a herd of pigs 

nearby, who then run into the sea and drowned.  

 There are a couple of different interpretations as to why the demons asked to be cast into 

the pigs. I believe the most accurate is that the demons wanted to invade the herd of pigs to carry 

out their mission of destruction, so it came as no surprise to either Jesus or the demons when the 

pigs ran themselves into the sea and drowned. This immediate death of the herd also shows just 

how liberated the men were from the stronghold of the demons (Blomberg, 1992). Jesus again 

shows his dominion and authority over the demons by casting them out and saving the men from 

their oppression. 

 The final two verses tell of the herdsmen whose pigs were destroyed running into the 

town and telling of what Jesus had done. The Scripture makes sure to note that the story of Jesus 

delivering the demon-possessed men was included in the cries of the herdsmen to all those in the 

city. This is important because of how the men of the city responded to Jesus. Even though they 

were told of the amazing miracle of the men’s deliverance from the demons carried out by Jesus, 

the men of the city asked Jesus to leave their region. Why? It is possible that the people were 

more angered by the financial loss of the pigs than they were amazed by the miracle Jesus had 

done (Blomberg, 1992). They also may have feared such power because it would take away from 

their own power and freedom to do as they pleased.  



 All these miracles Jesus carried out serve several purposes. They show us more of the 

character of God. He shows us that he heals and saves those who would be considered outside 

the fold—the diseased, the Gentiles, the lowly. He shows us that he has all power and authority 

over all things, including the worst sicknesses, the raging storms, and the oppression of demons. 

He teaches that a disciple must put his deepest trust in Jesus, not for earthly comfort, but for a 

life lived in the comforts of Christ, who has authority over all and will make all things new in the 

days to come.   

 

 

The Main Point 

 Jesus puts his affections for the lowly and outcast on display while demonstrating his 

authority over all things through healing the diseased, sick, and oppressed. He also teaches that 

being one of his followers requires leaving behind things of old and depending on Christ for help 

and comfort while living as foreigners until he makes all things new and calls his people home.  

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 2 Timothy 3:16 – All scripture is profitable for teaching and training  

• Numbers 5:2 – Old Testament teachings dealing with lepers and the unclean 

• Leviticus 5 – Instructions on making atonement for those who have been defiled 

• Leviticus 14 – Details on offerings for healed lepers to become ceremonially clean 

• Isaiah 53:3-5 – Prophecy about the coming messiah who takes on our sin and grief 

 

  



Week 2 

Matthew 9:1-34 – A Growing Hostility Towards Jesus 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

  In 1962, to the amazement of many, Nobel Prize-winning author Alexander Solzhenitsyn 

was allowed by a reformist-minded Nikita Khrushchev to publish a short book entitled, One Day 

in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. The fictional novella was based upon Solzhenitsyn’s real-life 

experiences as a prisoner of the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in the Gulag labor-camp system 

from 1945–1953. It detailed in excruciating and believable detail the harsh and cruel treatment of 

Soviet political prisoners under the Stalinist regime. By describing a single day in the life of the 

protagonist Ivan Denisovich, Solzhenitsyn was able to expose the evil and corrupt nature of the 

system that would permit such inhumane treatment. Khrushchev’s decision to allow mass 

publication was vigorously opposed by many top leaders of the Soviet Communist Party, but 

ultimately Khrushchev prevailed. It turned out that the dissenters’ anxieties were well-founded, 

as the truths found in the book penetrated consciences inside and outside the nation, 

emboldening others to action in their own spheres of influence. Many historians argue that the 

book’s publication may well have represented the first step of a literary liberalization that would 

eventually result in the complete dissolution of the once-powerful, now extinct, Soviet Union. 

Truth is a powerful thing. 

 Solzhenitsyn was indeed a skilled writer, and knew how to spin a story so as to influence 

his audience. But he had nothing on the writer of the first gospel account found in our present-

day Bible. In this ninth chapter of Matthew, the author uses a similar motif, describing what 

seems to be a single, busy day in the life of Jesus in his home territory of Capernaum. Through 

the eyes of Matthew, we will accompany Jesus on that day, watching as he pardoned sin, healed 

the sick, made a disciple of a sinner, forged new relationships with the unholy, proclaimed the 

arrival of the new covenant, raised a dead child, and affirmed the faith of an “unclean” woman. 

As well, we will see how these wonderful works of the Savior were received differently by 

various witnesses. Generally, the reaction of the humble and needy was amazement, and their 

appropriate response was to give glory to God. But the proud and self-sufficient—the religious 

leaders in particular—were instead threatened by his teachings, by his spiritual insight into their 

sinful hearts, and by his corrections. Rather than accept and bow to his obvious God-given 

authority, they sought reasons to discredit and undermine him in the eyes of others so that they 

might be able to cling to their positions of power and control.  

 As we consider this one day’s work in the life of Jesus, let us be like the first group—the 

astonished and edified, the healed and forgiven; and not like the second—the threatened and 

sullen, the proud and resistant. Pray that in response to the marvelous truths revealed by this 

powerful eye-witness account, we also will humbly bow our knees in amazed and grateful 

submission to his holy and loving authority, giving all glory to God alone. 

 

  



 

Read Matthew 9:1-34 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. In what ways are you amazed by the works of Christ? 

2. In what ways do your attitudes and actions sometimes resemble those of the scribes and 

Pharisees? 

3. How do we gain the faith demonstrated by those whom Christ healed in this chapter? 

 

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew 9:1-8 

 As Chapter 9 begins, Jesus has just returned from a visit to the Gadarenes on the other 

side of the Sea of Galilee. There he had healed two demon-possessed men, sending the demons 

into a herd of pigs that then rushed over a cliff and hurled themselves into the sea. He was 

begged by the herdsman and the locals to leave, which he quietly did. Upon arriving in 

Capernaum, a paralytic was brought to him on a mat, with the hope that Jesus would of course 

heal him of his paralysis. Instead, Jesus told him to “take heart,” that his sins were forgiven. By 

this, Jesus showed him (and us) that, whatever we might think we need, our most dire need is for 

forgiveness. Before a just and holy God, we are all guilty of rebellion and outside of Christ, are 

in fact enemies of God. If we were to be treated as we deserve, our futures hold much worse 

things for us than paralysis. Jesus emphasized this truth by addressing the paralytic’s most 

serious need first, the need for forgiveness, and with the authority vested in him by his Father, 

pronounced him forgiven—miracle number one.  

 This disturbed some scribes in the crowd around Jesus, who, being blind to his divinity, 

thought in their hearts that Jesus was blaspheming since no mere man has authority to forgive 

sins. But without hearing any words, Jesus perceived their thoughts—miracle number two—and 

asked them why they thought evil in their hearts. What was the evil of which he accused them? 

Rejection of the Messiah! Surely they had already heard him teach and witnessed or at least 

heard of all the miracles he had already performed. Surely they knew to be expecting the 

Messiah, the details of his birth, the tribe from which he would come, and that he would be 

descended from the royal household of David. The greatest possible evil was (and is) to reject 

the one sent by our gracious Father to deliver us. So Jesus asked them which was easier, to say 

“your sins are forgiven,” or to say “rise and walk?” Obviously the first is easier to claim, since 

no one has objective means to prove that you lack power to do that. But the second, the physical 

healing, though a lesser miracle, can be objectively assessed and is a riskier thing to say if one 

can’t back it up.  



 Without waiting for their answer Jesus proved his authority to forgive sins by performing 

the third miracle, commanding the paralyzed man to rise, pick up his mat and go home. This 

instantaneous healing of the man’s paralysis, which was accomplished definitively right before 

their eyes, elicited the usual reaction from people who are witness to supernatural power—

fear!—and Matthew tells us that they gave glory to God.  

 

Matthew 9:9–13 

 Matthew next describes in spare detail how he was called into discipleship by Jesus. All 

we read is that Jesus passed Matthew sitting at his tax collecting booth, probably by the Sea of 

Galilee, and said, “follow me.” Matthew rose and followed him. It is likely that he had known 

something about Jesus from the reports of others in the small village of Capernaum, perhaps had 

even heard him teach, but we can only speculate. What we do know is that Jesus kindly validated 

the worth of this hated tax collector by sharing a meal with him, and apparently with other 

disreputable individuals in his circle of friends.  

 In our day, it’s hard for us to imagine how radical an action this was, to engage in table 

fellowship with “sinners.” Indeed, the theme of the Old Testament was that Israel was a holy 

nation, set apart and called to righteousness by Jehovah. What could be less righteous than to 

corruptly collude with the oppressor Rome, to enrich one’s self at the expense of one’s own 

downtrodden fellow citizens? And so the challenge of the Pharisees was issued, not in a direct 

question to Jesus’s face, but in a whisper to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 

 Of course, the question eventually reached the ears of Jesus, whereupon he gave a simple, 

three sentence answer. First, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick.” Of course, in referring to the well, he’s not talking about the Pharisees, because they were 

certainly sick in a spiritual sense. In fact, when he refers to the sick, he’s actually talking about 

all of us, because we are all sick with sin.  To correct the proud Pharisees and show them the way 

of love, he quotes the words of his Father, issued through the mouth of his prophet in Hosea 6:6, 

which reads, “I desire steadfast love, not sacrifice.” The Pharisees had it exactly backwards, 

specializing in sacrifice while lacking in love. So Jesus tells them to “Go and learn what this 

means.” In other words, meditate upon this until you understand it. Away with pride, receive— 

and then give—mercy! God is completely loving and merciful and wants his people to show 

mercy, when all too often, we communicate only disapproving judgment. Finally, Jesus tells 

them, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Jesus intentionally shared meals and 

developed relationships with those most notoriously sinful. If we think we make ourselves more 

righteous by totally avoiding the company of those whose actions suggest they have not yet 

received mercy and salvation from the One who came to save us, then we are badly mistaken. 

Being a sinner—and knowing it—is what makes one a candidate for redemption, and Jesus 

showed that it is to exactly these people we are sent. 

 

Matthew 9:14–17 

 In this section, the disciples of John the Baptist approached Jesus, asking why the 

Pharisees and they fasted, while Jesus’s disciples did not fast. John’s disciples had good reasons 

for fasting: Their teacher John was a Nazirite from birth, lived an ascetic lifestyle, and it would 

be natural for his disciples to emulate his practices; John’s mission was to prepare the way for 

Jesus by calling Israel to repentance, which was often accompanied by fasting; and precisely at 

this time, John was in prison for criticizing Herod over his affair with his brother’s wife. No 



doubt his disciples were both fasting and praying for John’s release. As for the Pharisees, they 

often fasted for reasons other than religious devotion, such as to gain the approval of others or 

even to get the interpretation of a dream. 

 Jesus clearly did not object to fasting as a religious discipline, because elsewhere in 

Scripture he teaches the correct way to go about it, privately and without being showy. But he 

explained that this was not the time for his disciples to be fasting, because he, the bridegroom in 

relation to his followers, was at this time present with them, and all fasting requirements in the 

Jewish religion were suspended during the joyous celebration of the wedding feast. In using this 

imagery, he was clearly declaring that he was indeed the long-awaited Messiah. Pointing ahead 

to his death and resurrection, he explained that a time was coming when the bridegroom would 

be taken from them, and that would be the appropriate time for fasting. 

 By the use of two practical examples they all understood, Jesus went further in explaining 

how some of these old, religious forms would necessarily be superseded with the arrival of the 

new covenant. One never patched an old wineskin with a new patch, because when the new 

patch shrank, as they all did, an even larger hole would result. And likewise, one never put new, 

unfermented wine into an old wineskin, because when the gasses produced by the fermenting 

wine expanded, the stiff, old wineskin would burst. In effect, Jesus was saying that the new 

situation between God and man brought about by his arrival would not be able to be contained in 

the old wineskins of traditional Judaism. New forms of worship and new means of expressing 

devotion would increasingly be springing up as Christ’s new church began to emerge and 

mature. 

 

Matthew 9:18–26 

 The amazingly full day continued to unfold. Just as Jesus was giving his wineskin 

example, a ruler of the local synagogue came to him and reported that his young daughter had 

just died. He pled with Jesus to come lay his hand on her and thereby restore her life. Being a 

synagogue ruler, the man ran a significant risk of being ostracized by the religious elite for 

making such an appeal to this threatening, itinerant preacher. But undeterred by fear and moved 

by love of his daughter—and setting a good example for us all—he knelt in humility and 

expressed his strong belief that Jesus could do what he asked.  

 Honoring the faithful man’s request, Jesus rose to follow him to his house, along with his 

disciples and the usual crowd that surrounded him. Quietly, an unfortunate woman who had been 

cursed with continuous menstrual bleeding for twelve years timidly weaved her way through the 

crowd toward Jesus. She sought only to get close enough to touch the hem of his garment in the 

hopes that thereby she would be healed. She did not dare to speak her wish, because according to 

the laws of ritual cleanliness, she remained perpetually unclean, and should not have even been 

mixing with crowds for fear of her touch making them unclean. Jesus miraculously perceived her 

touch, paused from his urgent errand, found her face among the crowd, and addressed her with 

compassion and encouragement, saying, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” 

Instantly, she was healed. Where others would have reprimanded her, Jesus recognized her 

desperation, had compassion on her just as he does on all who are desperate and seek his help, 

and commended her for the trust revealed by her action. May we approach him just as boldly 

with our needs, for he will welcome us in just the same way. 

 Continuing on his way, Jesus came upon the mourners gathered about the ruler’s house, 

and told them to go away, that the girl was not dead, only sleeping. The hired musicians and 

wailing women revealed that they had no genuine grief for the little girl when they laughed at 



Jesus for this assertion made sight-unseen, for death was their business, and they certainly knew 

a dead body when they saw one. Jesus then went into the house, put the crowd out, and quietly 

and privately took the little girl by the hand and raised her to life. By this response of Jesus to the 

earnest plea of the girl’s father, Jesus showed not only that he honors faith, but also that he has 

authority over even death! 

 

Matthew 9:27–34 

 Matthew tells us that as Jesus made his way back to the house where he was lodging, he 

was followed by two blind men, crying, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” It was well known 

by all that the expected Messiah would come from the line of David, and that he would perform 

great works. It was also prophesied that many would reject and scorn him, despite his great 

works. How interesting that, unlike the Pharisees, these blind men who were unable to visually 

witness the miraculous works of Jesus, nevertheless through hearing had faith enough to 

recognize him as the promised Messiah and implore him to cure their blindness. But perhaps not 

so surprising, for as commentator Matthew Henry helpfully reminds us, “faith comes from 

hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Jesus patiently took them into 

his lodging, asked them if they believed he could heal them, and then said, “According to your 

faith, be it done to you.” Their eyes were opened, proving the legitimacy of their faith, and they 

left and published widely the news of their healing, unable or perhaps unwilling to obey Jesus’s 

stern warning to “tell no one.” 

 The final episode described in this busy day in the life of Jesus was the healing of a mute 

man. Matthew tells us that the reason for the man’s inability to speak was demon oppression. 

Jesus spoke and with holy authority cast the demon out, whereupon the man began to speak, 

amazing the crowd of witnesses. But, we are told, being unable to deny the supernatural 

authority of Jesus, the proud Pharisees continued to resist the evidences of his deity and fell back 

upon the ultimate form of blasphemy, saying, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.”—

a truly hellish attempt to diminish yet another undeniable miracle. 

 And so, the events contained in this remarkable day offer two choices: Open the eyes and 

heart, see and hear, be amazed and believe, be glad and submit; or, blind one’s self to the truth, 

resist the reality of his wonderful works and his holy authority, cling stubbornly to the false 

belief that we are at least gods of our own lives, and rebel to the bitter and awful end. May the 

better choice be the definitive commitment of our lives and be re-made every day as we seek to 

serve the one who has redeemed and continually sanctifies us, and who will never let us go. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus has given and continues to give us overwhelming evidence of his loving-kindness, 

his goodness, his forgiveness, and his authority over everyone and everything, even death. To 

acknowledge this evidence and trust him in everything, submitting our lives to be used however 

he directs, is the only path to blessing and to life. Any other choice is senseless and absolute 

folly. 

  



 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Hosea 6:6 – God desires that we extend steadfast love in preference to sacrifices. 

• Romans 10:17 – God calls many to him by means of hearing. We should be always ready 

to speak as witnesses to what Christ has done and will do. 

• Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  



Week 3 

Matthew 9:35-10:15 – Jesus Sends Out His Disciples 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 I grew up in rural Walker County, in a small community called Cedrum. For those 

interested, it is a small mining community just outside of Carbon Hill and “down the road a 

piece” from Townley, AL. Not much there, other than a few families that have been there for a 

few generations. Some may ask, “Aaron, isn’t all of Walker County rural?” Nope. There are a 

few cities that have a sense of the urban life, but all fall short of what many in Tuscaloosa would 

consider urban. Of course, many in Tuscaloosa might not consider it to be a big city. However, it 

is all within the perspective of the one speaking. But I digress… 

 I grew up in Cedrum in the late 1900s. My grandfather was a farmer, or what some might 

call a peddler. He grew and sold produce, hauled coal for individuals using coal-burning 

fireplaces, and had many other jobs that usually involved some type of manual labor. As long as 

I can remember, he had grown different crops depending on the season of the year. At some 

points, it would be watermelons and at others, corn, peas, and other smaller vegetables. He 

would usually grow multiple things on different parts of his land. He would also use other 

people’s land as well. As far as I am aware, he didn’t pay rent for using the land. He would give 

that owner their pick from the land. If they wanted some of the crops from that part, they would 

simply go out and gather it. When it was ready for the harvest, and depending on the specific 

crop, he would call several of his “pickers” to come and gather in what had been grown. 

 It was the harvesting part of this process that usually involved me and my immediate 

family. During the summertime, when other kids were staying up late and sleeping in, my mom, 

older brother, and I would be going to bed around 9 so that we could be up and in the fields by 

5:30 am. Just as the sun crept over the trees, we would be dressed in our jeans, t-shirts, and old 

work shoes and bent over to pull the purple peas—sometimes still slightly green, but mostly 

purple—from the bushes and place them into our five gallon buckets. We would be paid 

according to the amount of bushels we picked. Two rounded-up five gallon buckets (and 

grandpa’s big handful on the top) would make a bushel. I was paid $3-4 per bushel I picked. My 

mom wouldn’t let us leave until we had picked at least 2 bushels (4 buckets). Haha! I can 

remember it like it was yesterday. The smell of the dew on the plants. The squish of the mud 

beneath my feet. The small talk between friends (also known as grumbling and complaining) as 

we picked peas. As a young kid, it was not something that I enjoyed. Yet, as a 39-year-old, I look 

back on it as something that I really enjoyed…and honestly, something that I believe to be very 

influential on who I am today. 

 What does this have to do with Jesus sending out his disciples? God sent his son to 

redeem the world from sin. Many years had passed since the prophets in the Old Testament had 

declared the things of God to God’s people. Many religious leaders had risen to power, many 

teachers were gaining momentum, and other political leaders were seeking to gain clout. Jesus 

came to earth at the exact moment when God’s people were most ready to follow him. They had 

been harassed and misled by the so-called religious leaders of the day. It was at this moment that 

they were most prepared to hear the good news from Jesus—that he had come to gather in his 

scattered sheep. Then he sends out his disciples to do what they had seen him do. Just like my 

grandpa would send the call out to his workers when the harvest was ready, Jesus sent out his 

disciples as “laborers” to go and gather what God had grown in his harvest. The difference in my 



grandpa and Jesus, besides the obvious, is that as his “pickers,” we had the option of not showing 

up to work. Whereas faithful followers of Christ do not have that option. Faithful Christians are 

commanded to go and tell the good news of the gospel to all that will hear. Are we being 

faithful? 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 9:35-10:15 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. When you think about praying for “people” to go and share the gospel, who is it that you 

typically think about God sending out? 

2. What stands out to you the most in the list of names listed in Matthew 10:2-5? Do you 

find the list comforting/strange/normal? Why is that? 

3. When you read verses like Matthew 10:14-15 that deal with God’s justice, how do you 

typically respond? Is that different from when you read of his justice on blatant evil? 

4. How can your community group encourage you as you pray for boldness as you share 

your faith? What are some of the specific areas in your life where you’d like prayer? 

 

 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 9:35-38 

 Jesus steps onto the scene into a context not that distant from our own, in relation to the 

sinfulness of the world and the failure of the “wise” to see Jesus as the one that God has sent as 

his Messiah. What we see happening here is a summary of what has taken place since Jesus 

began his earthly ministry, (RSB p. 1687). In 5:13-16, Jesus taught that his followers would be 

salt and light. To help illustrate what we see Jesus doing and will soon commission his disciples 

to go and do, here is an excerpt from our study guide from last semester, written by Harvey 

Edwards III. 

 

“Our world is in moral and spiritual decay. We are witness to it in the present, but 

the biblical record shows that it has been going on since Eden... One is tempted by 

the events of today to be overwhelmed, reduced to inaction, responding only by 

passive complaining. This is not the reaction the Lord intends us to have. Instead, 

he intends for us to energetically exert a preserving effect wherever we are—in our 

homes, in our schools, in our places of work, in our communities, our country, and 

our world. We are to behave rightly and condone righteousness. We are to volunteer 

and work hard for good causes. We are to compassionately involve ourselves in 



addressing hunger, homelessness, issues of health. We are to minister to the poor, 

the sick, the widowed, and the orphaned. And in so doing, we are to help preserve 

what is good in this good world that God has given us.” 

 

 What we see Matthew say about Jesus and his motivations in verse 36 is both insightful 

and condemning. Insightful for the reader and condemning for the religious leaders that are 

misleading the people. The ones that were supposed to be those that would teach the Scriptures 

rightly and rule justly were the same ones that were laying heavy legalistic burdens upon the 

people and ruling in a way that benefited the more affluent and influential. Jesus is said to have 

had compassion toward the people because, just as sheep are defenseless without a shepherd to 

guard and protect them, the Israelite people were also left defenseless without the proper 

guidance and teaching from the religious leaders. In John 10, Jesus refers to himself as the Good 

Shepherd (John 10:11). He has come to gather his sheep and lead them to good pasture. He has 

come to care for them and to do for them what they can not do for themselves and to do what the 

religious leaders had failed to do for many years. In John 10, he says that his sheep will follow 

him because they know his voice. Meaning that the Holy Spirit will illuminate their hearts so that 

they might recognize the voice of God and follow him. This was prophesied in Ezekiel 34. The 

prophet delivers a message from God prophesying against the religious leaders for their lack of 

care for his people. They had been selfish and prideful. Instead of tending the flock, they had 

been tending to their own lives and their own wants. Because of this, the sheep were scattered. 

One day, he would send his Shepherd. On that day he would call them back to himself from the 

lands to which they had been scattered. This illustration is what John 10:10 and Matthew 9:36 

refer to. Jesus is the Good Shepherd that has been sent into the world to gather the lost sheep of 

Israel. He is about to send the disciples out to these specific people. In John 10:16, we see that 

Jesus will also gather sheep that are “not of this fold.” Meaning that in future ministry, he would 

send his disciples, and those that would come to faith through them, out into the world to preach 

the gospel to the non-Jewish people. These non-Jewish people are referred to as Gentiles within 

the Scriptures. But for now, Jesus is restricting his specific evangelistic ministry to the people of 

Israel. 

 What we need to see taking place in Matthew 9:35-38 is Jesus’ compassion for his 

people, all of his people. They have been misguided for a long time. Now his ministry begins 

with gathering the lost sheep within the house of Israel and will extend to those outside of the 

Israelite people. He commands his followers to pray to God that he would send out “laborers into 

his harvest,” (Matthew 9:38). By praying for God to act, followers of Christ are taking part in his 

ministry of reconciliation, reconciling the world to God through Christ (2 Cor. 5:16-21). 

 We should take comfort in what Jesus says in verses 37-38. First, the harvest is plentiful. 

YAY! That means that it shouldn’t be too difficult to see the fruit of the harvest. That fruit 

spoken of in the Scripture is the people that God has been preparing to receive the good news 

and turn to him. This means that we shouldn’t think of sharing the gospel as a demonstration of 

futility, but as an opportunity to take part in the ministry of God—redeeming the lost. Second, 

the laborers are few. This means that there is more fruit to gather than there are laborers to work. 

This is not as encouraging. We should see this as both an opportunity to pray to God for more 

laborers as Christ commands, and as an opportunity for us to actively recruit others to come 

alongside us in this mission. The harvest is God’s. He planted it through laborers in the past. He 

has watered it through the faithful ministry of others in the past. All that is to come from the 

harvest belongs to God. He controls the outcome. So what of our ministry? What are we in 



control of? Obedience. Jesus tells his followers to pray for God to send out laborers into his field, 

but he is not making them comply at that moment. He is graciously inviting them to participate. 

What happens in the following verses should not come as a surprise, but more encouragement 

from the Lord that he always answers prayer. It just may not be as we had envisioned. 

 

Matthew 10:1-4 

 I think this is pretty amazing. Everything that Jesus gave to the disciples to do, he also 

gave them the authority to do. This is great news! Not only had he given them authority to carry 

these things out, but he has already demonstrated for them the exact things that he is telling them 

to go and do. The things that are clear in Scripture, the things that he commanded them to do, he 

has also equipped them to do. This is still true for us thousands of years later. We may not be 

directly doing the things that his first disciples did (raising the dead, healing the sick, etc.), but 

we are being prepared to go into our circles of influence with the hope of the gospel. We are still 

being equipped to do hard things in hard places, so that some would hear and repent. We are still 

commanded to be living a life that is pleasing to the Lord, so that when others see how we live 

our lives, they will glorify God (Matthew 5:16). 

 What is interesting to note about the list of names is that they are all from very different 

backgrounds. Within the original twelve being sent out, there are fishermen, tax collectors, and 

even a political zealot. In that day, the Zealots were a group of people that actively worked to 

overthrow the Roman government in hopes of restoring Israel to power. This active working 

usually looked like inciting riots, killing of Roman guards, and the like. So, you may ask, “These 

people were part of the original crew?” Yep! As we have walked through the Old and the New 

Testaments, the fact that God tends to use the ones least likely to succeed according to the 

standards set by the world should not surprise us. God opens the womb. God chooses the 

youngest of the brothers to be king. God uses women outside of Israel to bring down other 

nations. God uses sinful kings and their armies to bring his people back to himself. We shouldn’t 

be surprised when God chooses to use men and women that we might not prefer to bring about 

his purposes. It is through these men in 10:2-4 that God chose to reveal himself and begin his 

earthly ministry. We should also find comfort and encouragement in seeing those he chose. With 

a tax collector (Matthew) and a zealot (Simon) being among the first, we can be reminded of the 

reconciling power of his Holy Spirit in the lives of his people, (RSB p. 1687). Let us not think 

that he cannot use us in our areas of influence. Let us not think that he cannot send us to places 

and people that we may not prefer. Remember, it is his harvest. He is the one that controls the 

outcome. We can control our obedience to him. 

 

Matthew 10:5-15 

 What Jesus is commissioning his disciples to go and do are the very things that the 

religious leaders were supposed to be doing all along. By confining the message to only the “lost 

sheep of Israel,” we see God fulfilling his promise to Abraham in that he would make Abraham a 

blessing to many (Gen 12:1-3) and that he would be the father of many (Gen 17:1-8). The “lost 

sheep of Israel” are the ones that are biological sons and daughters of Abraham, his descendants. 

Jesus is very specific in his words to his disciples when he tells them where to go, what to do, 

and how they would be sustained. We have already discussed the first two. So now, let’s look at 

his provision for them. 

 Jesus tells them they were not to carry extra money and extra clothing. Nor would they 

move from house to house while in the land. They were to enter the city and allow the people to 



care for them. It wasn’t that they should make a practice of poverty, but rather that Jesus did not 

want the disciples to be weighed down by the worries of the culture and the burdens of providing 

for themselves financially. In his commentary on this section of Scripture, RC Sproul points out 

that the local church is tasked with the care of its ministers (Sproul p. 308). They are to provide 

financially by paying them a fair compensation, emotionally by encouraging and loving them in 

practical ways, and spiritually by praying for them on a regular basis. All but one of these are 

things that, as followers of Christ, we should be doing for one another. These are traits that every 

Christian should embody at one point or another in their walk toward more Christlikeness. 

Everything that they would need, God would ultimately provide. A quick question…how does 

that land on you? When you think of what they were about to encounter, how does it make you 

feel? What are some of your first thoughts? I imagine the twelve disciples felt some of those 

same emotions and dealt with some of those same doubts. However, the reassuring truth present 

is that God did sustain them. We should realize that he will also sustain us as we are sent to go 

and make disciples. 

 As the disciples go out, Jesus tells them that some will welcome them and some will 

reject them. Those who receive the disciples’ message will be blessed, but those who reject the it 

will be condemned. Jesus tells them in Matthew 10:14-15, “14 And if anyone will not receive you 

or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 
15 Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and 

Gomorrah than for that town.” This talk of shaking dust from their sandals and the comparison to 

Sodom and Gomorrah is speaking to the judgment of those who reject the disciple’s message 

about Jesus. Jesus says that it would’ve been better for the people who reject the gospel to never 

have heard it than hear the good news and reject it. Sodom and Gomorrah were cities in Genesis 

19 that God said he would destroy because of their “grave sin,” (Gen 18:20). The point Jesus is 

making here in giving the instructions to his disciples is that those that hear the message of 

repentance will have an opportunity that those in Sodom and Gomorrah did not have. The 

opportunity to follow God’s commands has always been a reality. The difference between Jesus' 

time and the time of Genesis 18-20 is that Jesus, God the Son, had come to earth and had begun 

proclaiming his message through both word and deed. Through his teaching, he was giving the 

correct teaching where the religious leaders had been wrongly teaching. Through his deeds, he 

was healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out demons, and the like. As his chosen 

messengers, the disciples were given that same authority to go and do as they had seen done for 

them. And by doing so, they were preaching the same message, in word and deed. If the people 

of those cities rejected them and their message, they were rejecting the one that had sent them, 

and they would be cursed. On the other hand, the ones that would welcome the disciples into 

their homes and receive their message would be blessed. This was a practice during that time. If 

a teacher of the law, or what we might refer to today as a traveling evangelist, were to come 

through a certain town, it was customary for someone to house, feed, and provide for him while 

he was in the city. It was practicing the biblical hospitality that God outlined for the Israelites in 

the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 10:18-19 and Leviticus 19:9-18). They were to provide for the 

ones that could not provide for themselves and, by doing so, they would be exemplifying the 

grace and mercy that God lavishes upon us all. We should not see this comparison as a 

punishment toward those that do not practice biblical hospitality. Rather, it is a consequence for 

what has been taking place over time, a rejection of the one true God. Paul makes this clear in his 

letter to the Romans in 1:18-32. What can be known of God is declared through creation yet 

people have continued to deny the Creator and instead worship the creation. Over time, God 



gives them over to their passions and they begin to delve deeper into those passions to their own 

demise. 

 So what is the take away here? What is it that we are here to learn and practice? I think 

that it is twofold. First, Jesus tells his disciples that they should pray for God to raise up laborers 

and send them into his harvest. In plain terms, this means that we should pray for God to change 

the hearts of people and then send them out to tell others of the gospel. I had a friend once help 

me make this a daily habit. He had set an alarm on his phone to go off every day at 10:02 am. At 

10:02, wherever he was and whatever he was doing, he would pause and pray. Specifically, he 

was praying Luke 10:2, “And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’” This is 

what we should be doing as well. Interceding for others. Praying for our family and friends to 

come to faith. Then, as a way of helping the disciples put their faith into practice, Jesus sent them 

out. They had effectively prayed for the message to be sent out through his messengers, then they 

became the messengers. They were the laborers that they had just prayed for. We should see our 

lives through this lens. Pray for God to raise up faithful followers. Pray that the message would 

be clear. Pray that he would save people. Pray for those people by name. Then, let us not be 

surprised when it is we who are being sent into the harvest. As Christians, it is what we do 

because it is who we are. We are his people, so it makes sense that we would go and do what we 

have seen him do in and through the lives of others. 

Secondly, I think that we are being implicitly encouraged to hope in Christ and continue 

believing the message that we have received. What we have seen Jesus do in the first part of 

Matthew is exactly what he, as God the Son, has been doing all along. Where there is hurt, he 

heals. Where there is death, he gives life. Where there is confusion, he clarifies. The hard part for 

us to come to grips with is that this doesn’t always happen in the ways we might prefer. People 

still get sick. People still die. People still lead others astray. So where is the hope in this 

message? In the coming weeks, we will study the rest of Matthew 10 and beyond. Toward the 

end of chapter 10, we see Jesus tell his disciples, 

 
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who 

sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a 

prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a 

righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives 

one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say 

to you, he will by no means lose his reward” (Matthew 10:40-42). 

 

The message that is spoken of here is the gospel. Jesus, God the Son, came to do for us what we 

could not do for ourselves. He lived a perfect sinless life so that he could offer up his life for an 

imperfect and sinful people. Three days later, because he is the Son of God, he rose from the 

grave, defeating sin and death. When we receive this message, we believe that God is making all 

things new. It may not happen in our lifetime, but we can be encouraged that he is working even 

when we may not see him. And as his messengers, we have been given the message of life to 

share that others will hear and receive him. Let us be a people that faithfully proclaim the good 

news of the gospel until he returns, knowing that he has sent us into a harvest that is 

plentiful…for his glory and our good! 

 

 



 

 

The Main Point 

The disciples are instructed to pray for God to send out laborers into a plentiful harvest. 

Then they are sent (as the ones that they prayed for) into the harvest that he has prepared. Let us 

follow faithfully, praying for laborers to be sent out and being willing to go as an answer to those 

very prayers. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Ezekiel 34 – An Old Testament prophecy given to the people of Israel condemning the 

religious leaders of that day. God will one day send his Shepherd to gather his sheep that 

have scattered. 

• John 10 – Jesus refers to himself as the Good Shepherd that lays his life down for the 

sheep. His followers will know his voice and will follow in obedience to him. 

 

 

 

  



Week 4 

Matthew 10:16-42 – Rejection and Reward for Identifying with Jesus 

By Sebastian Schmidt 

 

Introduction 

 Sheep without a shepherd are just lost when wolves attack. They cannot protect 

themselves. The only thing they can do is run. However, even that would be no match at all for 

the wolves. That is like a 5-year-old thinking he can beat Usain Bolt in a 100m sprint.  

That is me sometimes. Even if I know I have no chance and cannot deliver myself out of 

a complicated, scary situation, such as fear of the future, I try as hard as I can to find worldly 

means to cope with my fear. I spend much time trying to solve the problem alone, eventually 

realizing I am at the end of my rope. Exhausted, physically and mentally, I usually reach a point 

where I recognize that I am lost if I rely on my strength. I fall on my knees and surrender myself 

to the Lord, knowing that I am helpless like a sheep and lost without my Shepherd. It always 

feels so good at the end when I finally and once again realize how dependent I am on Him and 

that He is the only one capable of giving me peace and rest. 

In this passage, Jesus sends his disciples out like sheep among wolves. It looks like a 

mission set up to fail from the start. However, He tells them they should not be afraid because 

the Holy Spirit is always with them. Once again, He asks His disciples to trust in him fully and to 

set their eyes upon the kingdom that is coming, not on the worldly wisdom of this dying world. 

He spurs them on to continue the mission and finish strong. 

I do not know if the following story is true, but it is a nice picture of what we, as 

Christians, are waiting for. An old missionary couple returned on a ship to America in the early 

1900’s. They spent most of their lives on missions in Africa and experienced very tough, 

sometimes even life-threatening, situations. It happened that they were on the same ship as 

President Roosevelt. Roosevelt had just returned from a safari in Africa. When the ship reached 

the harbor of New York, crowds were cheering and waving flags to welcome the returning 

president. When the missionary’s wife saw how the president was welcomed, but nobody was 

there to welcome them, she felt discouraged. She questioned if they made the right choice by 

spending half their life on mission and risking their lives for Jesus. For her, it seemed like living 

for Jesus would not be rewarded.  

I like the short, spot-on response from the husband: “No worries, we are not home yet!” 

Jesus did not come to earth to make it a better place and to bring peace and enjoyment to 

everyone. He came to prepare this world for and proclaim God's coming Kingdom, the New 

Jerusalem. Christians will be rewarded in heaven, but not necessarily here on earth. As 

Christians, we are just sojourners in this world; our race can be very tough for some. 

Nevertheless, all who finish strong will be rewarded with eternal treasures. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 10:16-42 together 

 

  



Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Have you ever faced consequences because you stayed strong and did not bow down to 

worldly wisdom? 

2. Do you find it harder to stick to the Word when it comes to topics within your own 

family? 

3. How difficult is it for you to trust God that He will surely reward us in eternity but not 

necessarily here in this life? 

4. Do you think all born-again Christians will be rewarded equally in the kingdom? 

 

 

Commentary 

10:16-25 

Jesus is sending His disciples out and is not sugarcoating what they can expect. He is 

telling them that they will be like sheep among wolves. This picture is unlike the regular threat 

sheep face when wolves approach. Usually, it would have been a big herd of sheep attacked by 

some wolves, which is already threatening enough. In this explanation, it sounds more like some 

sheep among a huge pack of wolves. 1 John 5:19 puts it that way: “We know that we are from 

God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.” There is no way that the sheep can 

survive without extra precautions and supernatural guidance from above. 

Jesus’ advice is to mimic some characters of two well-known animals back in the day. 

One is the snake. We should be alert like snakes. I do not know much about snakes, but I know 

that they avoid unnecessary conflicts with creatures that are not their prey. They usually only 

strike against people or big animals if they have no other chance. We are to avoid conflicts that 

do not help us in our mission to advance the kingdom of God.  

Jesus also says to be innocent like a dove. Don’t stir up disputes. Stay calm and keep a 

pure heart. We should not be contentious. The Bible says vengeance is God’s. Let Him be the 

judge. 

The world does not like that Jesus is the only way to find fulfillment, purpose, and eternal 

life. Therefore, the world does not like it if we proclaim the gospel to reach unsaved people for 

Christ. The world is divided into believers, whose King is the God of the Bible, and unbelievers, 

who want to be their own kings and to follow their sinful desires.  

Jesus makes it clear in this passage that we will face persecution if we decide to follow 

Him. He says over and over again, “You will …”. He is not saying Christians might face 

persecution. He is saying that if we live a life which is pleasing to God, we will face persecution. 

2 Timothy 3:12 underlines this, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted.”  

Depending on how long we follow Christ and our circumstances, we should see proof of 

that in our own lives. In the western world, persecution does not automatically lead to a life-or-

death situation but maybe to things like exclusion, mocking, bullying, and so forth. Sometimes it 



feels good to see that the world does not agree with us. It can be seen as a sign that we are 

heading in the right direction.  

The world likes to mark Christians as naive or ignorant just because we believe the Word 

of God and try not to add or take away from it. Just talk to unbelievers about marriage or 

abortion, and it will not take long before you end up as the narrow-minded bad guy. In these 

situations, respect is often a one-way street. Christians are expected to respect the worldviews of 

others. However, the world does not extend the same respect toward Christians. If we never run 

into issues like that, we should question if we are really living a Christian life or if we hide our 

Christianity in front of the world and only live it out on Sunday mornings or in community 

groups. 

However, Paul tells us in Acts 20:29-30 that even within the church, wolves will arise 

and hurt the flock, “I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock; and from among yourselves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw 

away the disciples after them.” He warns us that even parents, siblings, and children will oppose 

us. This is one of the hardest pills to swallow. Even our own flesh? Are we willing to make 

compromises when it comes to our own family? It is easy but wrong to think “let’s twist the 

word here and there to keep the peace.”  

The gist is that if we never face opposition in our walk with Christ, we may not follow 

Him at all or only partially. Seeing opposition as a given fact in a Christian life makes us wonder 

what the proper reaction towards our offenders should be. I believe that if our motives are 

correct, and we do not want to make a name for ourselves, God will help us to overcome these 

situations. Jesus gives us a great promise in verses 19-20: “When they deliver you over, do not 

be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to 

you in that hour. It is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”  

We should stay strong and trust the Lord and His promises even if they ask us the life or death 

question. They can only take our lives, but not our salvation. 

An encouraging example is Stephen (Acts 7: 55-60), who saw the gate of heaven wide 

open shortly before they stoned him to death. He smiled, knowing that he had overcome the 

world and that his spirit would be with the Lord forever. 

 

10:26-33 

These verses remind us of God’s omnipotence. He knows us in and out. He even counted 

the hairs on our heads. He knows the depths of our hearts. Nothing we do or think will stay 

hidden—nothing bad or good. Everything will be revealed on the day of judgment. Acts 17:31 

puts it this way “because he has fixed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by 

a man whom he has appointed, and of this, he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” This is good news! A German saying states this “Do good and talk about it.” If we believe 

in Christ, we do not need to live our life to gain favor in people’s eyes anymore. We do not need 

to boast about how much we give to the needy or how much time we voluntarily spend in 

different ministries, for example. If the reward of the world is our motivation, it will be the only 

one we will receive—short-lived, gone like a vapor. “Truly, I say to you; they have received 

their reward” (Matthew 6:2).  

Instead, we should remember that every good deed done to please God himself will be 

rewarded, even if hidden from the world. “And your Father who sees in secret will reward you” 

(Matthew 6:4).  



We must also remember that the same is true for all the sinful things we do in the dark. 

God sees them and will bring them to the light on the day of judgment. Jesus tells us in verse 28 

to fear the one “who can destroy soul and body in hell.” This should spur us to replace sinful 

things with godly things in our lives to hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” 

(Matthew 25:23). We can stay strong and not fear the world because the world can only kill the 

body. If we believe in Jesus and what He has accomplished through the cross and His 

resurrection, we have a promising future—we “lose what we cannot keep to gain what we cannot 

lose” (Jim Elliot).  

The death rate on earth is 100%. Everybody is going to die eventually. Therefore, it 

should not matter how we die but how we live. We should not fear deadly diseases, accidents, or 

even people who can kill us. If we pursue a God-centered life, He will preserve our souls for 

eternity. Jesus tells us in verse 32, “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,” and vice versa. 

Acknowledging Jesus is more than just saying you believe in Him or that He is real. Even 

Satan and his demons believe He is real, but they do not identify with who He says He is. This 

passage is about agreeing that He is who He says He is—the Son of the Most High God.  

We must identify with Him and not renounce Him if the situation gets tough. He is the only way 

to heaven! 

Jesus does not give us many options. He removes the middle ground. Either you believe, 

or you do not. You end up either in heaven or in hell. The sword mentioned in verse 34 pictures 

the separation Jesus brings between good and evil.  

 

10:34-39 

Jesus did not come to make the world we live in a nice place where godly and evil people 

live together in peace and harmony. It was never about a comfortable life on earth. It was always 

about our hearts. His goal is to reach our hearts and transform us from the inside out. It is all 

about the Lordship in our life. To follow Him means to put Him first. Family, money, career, 

houses, cars, and everything else cannot even come close to Him. He warns us that we will face 

opposition even in our own families. Very close family members are going to distract us in our 

walk with Jesus, trying to water down or change the Gospel, or just trying to slow us down in our 

ministries. We need to be vigilant. Jesus shows us clearly who belongs to his flock in Matthew 

12:48 and 50 after his mother and brothers tried to interrupt His teaching: “Who is my mother, 

and who are my brothers? Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of 

my Father in heaven is my brother, sister, and mother.” 

Are we willing to take up our cross daily? Are we ready to die to ourselves and to our 

selfish worldly desires, which keep us from getting closer to God? Galatians sums it up  2:20

in “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives very well: 

ed me and I live by faith in the Son of God, who lov ,me. And the life I now live in the flesh

Christian life.  thegave himself for me.” This verse is so rich in meaning. It should be the goal of 

ut an end to the control this sinful To leave the old life behind, which is so burdensome. To p

world has over us. Jesus wants us to crucify our old lives every day. He makes it clear; this is 

we and that  time thing but a daily challenge to remind ourselves to whom we belong-not a one

This challenge will go on to our very last day in our earthly bodies.  !are not made for this world

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 

 .” (Luke 9:23)daily and follow me  



However, we are not alone in this. God provided us with a helper, the Holy Spirit, who is 

in us from the moment we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior. If we follow His command and die 

to self, we can live the life God intends for us and gain eternal life (“I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly” John 10:10). If we do not die to self, we cannot live a purposeful life 

and God will not use us to bear much fruit. However, if we give our old life away, we will find 

the life God intended. Our fruit will be multiplied by spreading the gospel to reach others for 

Christ. Like the picture Jesus gives us with the kernel of wheat, which first needs to be buried to 

die before it can grow fruit and multiply: “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 12:24).  

 
10:40-42 

Jesus shows us three examples of heavenly rewards for identifying with Him. First, if we 

receive Christ as our Savior and share His message with others, we will be accepted and 

identified with Christ. Sharing the message received from God is speaking for God. And those 

who do that are going to be called prophets and therefore receive a prophet’s reward. Second, the 

righteousness that born-again Christians portray is because they are faithful followers of Christ. 

However, be assured that this righteousness is not self-righteousness because we are such a good 

people (this is non-existent); it is Jesus’s righteousness which is reflected through us. Third, 

whatever is done to advance the kingdom of God will be rewarded and not be forgotten, even if 

it is just a cup of cold water given to one of his disciples. Whatever good we do to the needy, He 

will reward it as if we would have done it to himself. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Identifying with Jesus may make us look stupid in this world or even cost us our life. 

However, the reward for being identified as a child of God is much greater and outweighs by far, 

what we can lose by giving up our old life. Stay strong and finish the race! 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Luke 9:23 – Deny yourself and follow Jesus. 

• Luke 14:33 – To be Jesus’ disciples, we must leave our old life behind. 

• James 4:4-6 – Friendship with the world is enmity with God. 

• Colossians 3:16 – Dwell in the Word and share it. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – We are sojourners of this world. Stay strong and keep your focus 

on eternity.  

• 2 Timothy 3:12: – Persecution of Christians 

• Revelation 21:4 – Jesus will make an end to all dire circumstances 

  



Week 5 

Matthew 11:1-30 – Knowing the Father Through the Son 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

 Have you ever felt let down when something you waited for didn’t match up with what 

you were expecting? I’m sure we all have. It might have been a highly-anticipated movie, a big 

milestone in life, or a big event. I remember all the hype surrounding the so-called “Game of the 

Century” in 2011 between then-ranked #1 LSU vs. #2 Alabama. For weeks it seemed like 

everything was building up to this epic clash between the two best undefeated football teams in 

the country. The emotion kept building and building and building. And then, suddenly, it was 

game day! I remember being so amped up the entire day and I couldn’t wait for kickoff. Then the 

game started, the first half finished, and I remember thinking, “this is not what I expected.” I 

expected a close game, sure. But the first half ended in a dull 3-3 tie. Then the second half came, 

the game eventually went into overtime, Alabama lost, and I just felt numb. I couldn’t believe all 

that energy, all that excitement, all of those expectations built up only for the game to end in a 

seemingly unspectacular 9-6 overtime loss.  

 Now I know that might be a silly example, but the point is this: We all build up 

expectations that shape our feelings and our thoughts. Whether we’re talking about a football 

game or about Jesus, the fact is that we have certain expectations which influence how we think 

and respond. In this passage, we will see that different people had different expectations and 

responses concerning Jesus. In the end, we must all examine our own expectations of Jesus and 

ensure that they align with who Jesus actually is and what he actually did. We must also respond 

to what he has done. Those who respond with repentance and belief will enjoy rest and a new 

kind of life, but those who respond with scorn and unbelief will suffer slavery to sin and death. 

 

 

Read Matthew 11:1-30 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Do you ever have doubts about what God seems to be doing (or not doing) and his 

timing? Can you think of examples where you had to walk through moments of doubt? 

2. When referring to John the Baptist, Jesus said, “among those born of women there has 

arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he.” What do you think this means?  

3. Share your thoughts on Jesus’ teaching in v. 29: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

4. In what ways do you feel weary and burdened right now? How can your community 

group and church family come alongside you?  



 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 11:1-19 

The passage begins with John the Baptist sending his disciples to Jesus to ask if Christ is 

the one to whom the Old Testament prophets have pointed to as “the one who is to come” (Matt. 

11:3). John’s doubt here might seem odd considering the fact that he confirmed Jesus to be the 

promised Messiah back in Matt. 4. John’s doubt seems to come from two places. First, John’s 

present circumstances in prison have undoubtedly tested his confidence that Jesus is bringing 

present deliverance. If the Messiah would come to free the captives, surely it would be a struggle 

for John in captivity to reconcile the fact that he saw the Messiah and then was imprisoned.   

This is not to say that John doubted Christ’s miracles or his ministry. Instead, John's 

expectations were simply not entirely in line with who Jesus is and what the shape of his 

ministry at that time would look like. John perhaps more than anyone at that time recognized 

Jesus as "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). However, John 

may have anticipated a grander and faster inbreaking of the kingdom of heaven with the arrival 

of the Messiah, one which included quick blessings and judgment for Israel's enemies (see Matt. 

3:12). Christ certainly began to usher in the blessings of the kingdom of God (miracles such as 

the blind receiving sight, the dead coming back to life, etc.), yet he announced that a judgment 

was still to come. John may have expected the blessings and judgment to happen simultaneously 

and immediately. Instead, John was imprisoned, while those he felt should experience judgment 

continued to go about their lives. John’s expectations and timeline did not correspond exactly to 

Christ’s mission. In effect, John’s doubts demonstrate that his expectations for the Messiah were 

not quite in line with the actual ministry and mission that Christ was beginning in Israel during 

this time. 

 Jesus responds to John’s question with an itemized list of his miracles. These works 

include six claims: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf come 

to hear, the dead are raised, and the poor receive good news through the preaching of the gospel. 

Many of these works have clear messianic connections to Old Testament prophecies in Isaiah 

(Isa. 35:5-6; 61:1). R. T. France explains that Jesus’ list of works to report back to John offer 

something like a “theological framework within which they are to be understood… The visible 

activity of Jesus thus conforms to the scriptural blueprints for God’s eschatological 

deliverance.”1 In other words, Jesus is showing John how his current works confirm that the 

messianic prophecies and promises in the Old Testament point to Jesus. 

Jesus concludes by pronouncing that the one who hears and believes these things, yet is 

not offended or caused to stumble, is blessed. In this section is a lesson for believers of all times 

in all places: Our estimation of Christ cannot depend upon our present circumstances. Nor can 

our estimation of Christ be dependent upon our wisdom and wishes. Our expectations of Christ 

must be informed by God’s revelation of the Messiah in all of Scripture. When our expectations 

are brought in line with who Jesus actually is and what he has actually come to accomplish, we 

can rest assured that God’s timing and work, while not always coming about in the way or timing 

we would envision, is ultimately good and trustworthy and perfect. We can rest with confidence 

that God will accomplish his purposes to rescue a people for himself and to make all things right.  

 
1 R. T. France, The Gospel of Matthew, The New International Commentary on the New 

Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2007), 423–24. 



 Jesus then spoke to the crowds to address lingering questions that concerned John and his 

ministry. Jesus began by asking a series of rhetorical questions. He asked if the crowd came to 

see a “reed shaken by the wind.” Such an individual would be a fickle one, tossed to and fro by 

the winds and waves of public opinion and circumstance. Jesus also asked if they came to see “a 

man dressed in soft clothing.” This type of man would be sophisticated, refined, and perhaps 

even viewed as effeminate. Jesus made clear that John’s speech and clothing clearly fits neither 

category. Instead, he asked if the crowds came to see a prophet. If so, Jesus explains, they have 

found one. And not just any prophet. Jesus declares that John is the prophet who was prophesied 

in Malachi 3:1. This prophet is the forerunner of the kingdom of heaven and the herald for the 

Messiah whose ministry immediately precedes Christ and the inbreaking of the kingdom of 

heaven. Jesus declares that John the Baptist is the greatest of all prophets. Nevertheless, Jesus 

maintains that “the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matthew 

11:11). 

Jesus’ comment here provides an interpretive challenge. On one hand, Jesus’ statement 

could seem to imply that John is not a part of the kingdom of heaven, and therefore he is less 

than those who are in the kingdom. This could be construed to mean that John does not enjoy the 

salvific benefits of Jesus’ ministry and the kingdom he is now ushering in. However, this view 

seems to run counter to the rest of the New Testament’s teaching concerning the salvation of Old 

Testament believers by faith in the promises of God (particularly Paul’s argument in Galatians 3 

and 4). Biblical scholar R. T. France contends,  

 

“The issue here is not John’s personal salvation, but his place in the scheme of salvation 

history. For all his special role as herald of kingdom of heaven, John (together with all 

the prophets and godly people of the OT) belongs essentially to the old era, not the new. 

This does not mean, however, that he, any more than the godly people of the OT, is 

ultimately excluded from the messianic salvation.”2 

 

John’s status therefore seems to be less about his personal salvation and more about his 

status in the unfolding plan of God in history. John’s role as the pre-eminent prophet preceding 

Christ is special. Nevertheless, his role is still that of one who pointed towards a coming Messiah 

who was still yet to be fully revealed.  

 This saying from Jesus provides increased emphasis for Christians today to consider their 

commission and privilege to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. While John was a prophet 

who pointed to a coming Messiah, Christians after Christ’s resurrection have a clearer picture to 

point to regarding Christ and his ministry. Because of this, the Christian today has a more potent 

and gripping message of Christ because we can not only point to the messianic expectations of 

the Old Testament like John, but we can also point to the fulfillment and realization of those 

expectations in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. D. A. Carson writes, “Even the least in 

the kingdom is greater yet because, living after the crucial revelatory and eschatological events 

have occurred, he or she points to Jesus still more unambiguously than John the Baptist.”3 In 

other words, because we have a clearer picture of Jesus to share with others, we have the great 

 
2 France, The Gospel of Matthew, 429. 

 
3 D. A. Carson, “Matthew” in the Expositor’s Bible Commentary 9, Matthew-Mark, rev. 

ed, edited by Tremper Longmann III and David Garland (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 307–

308. 



honor of continuing the proclamation of Christ and his kingdom, and we have the great privilege 

of having received greater revelation of Christ to do so.  

 After concluding that John is the “Elijah” who was proclaimed to come before the 

Messiah (Mal. 4:5-6) and reminding the crowds that all of the Law and the Prophets pointed 

forward to the coming Messiah, Jesus presented the crowd with a parable. Using the generally 

negative phrase, “this generation,” Jesus condemns the many individuals who have failed to 

respond positively to the message of the Messiah and his ministry, and also condemns those who 

have misconstrued the nature of Jesus’ ministry just as they have done with John. By referring to 

this generation, it seems unlikely that Jesus only had the Pharisees and scribes in mind. Such a 

limited and narrow application seems inappropriate to the wider and general tone that Jesus’ 

condemnation implies, especially when read in the light of the woes Jesus will pronounce in 

Matt. 11:20-24 for the unrepentant cities of Galilee.  

Jesus compares “this generation” to that of children in the marketplace who complain to 

each other. The children playing may refer to the roles that children might take at a wedding in 

which one celebrated or a funeral in which one mourned. Some commentators have understood 

this parable to refer to children who piped to John but he refused to dance and sang a dirge to 

Christ but he refused to mourn. However, the traditional interpretation, according to R. T. 

France, is that “it is Jesus who pipes and John who sings the dirge, and rather than join in the 

festivity or the lamentation, ‘this generation’ dismisses the one for his excessive exuberance and 

the other for his unnatural asceticism.”4 I lean towards France’s view that the traditional 

interpretation seems to best fit the context of the passage, especially considering the very next 

section (Matthew 11:20-24) includes Jesus’ woes to unrepentant cities in Galilee. Regardless of 

the exact meaning intended here, the general idea is still clear: the people of this generation were 

not content with Jesus or with John, and as a result, they rejected God and stood outside the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

Matthew 11:20-24 

 The three Galilean towns of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum are then reproached by 

Jesus. He exclaims, “Woe to you” to all three towns for their opposition to the kingdom of 

heaven and to Christ as evidenced by their rejection of John and Jesus and their message of the 

coming kingdom of heaven. While Matthew includes no mention of Jesus’ ministry in Chorazin 

or Bethsaida, there is nothing which inherently excludes that such ministry had already occurred, 

and evidence seems to suggest that these cities were located close to Capernaum where many of 

Jesus’ miracles did occur. Capernaum clearly stands out in this list as it represents, in many 

ways, the “home base” of much of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. Many miracles are attested to in 

this town (Matt. 4:13-16; 8:5-17; 9:1-34), so the opposition and rejection emerging from 

Capernaum stands out as a clear failure to repent and embrace the light of Christ and his 

ministry. Jesus’ rebuke is unambiguous: The fate of these three Jewish Galilean cities is worse 

than that of even Sodom and Gomorrah or that of the Gentile cities of Tyre and Sidon. This 

judgment of greater degree seems to stem from the fact that despite receiving greater revelation 

of Christ and his mission, they still rejected him. Here in Jesus’ rebuke is an ominous and 

sobering warning to many contemporary Christians and unbelievers alike who enjoy the benefit 

of fuller revelation of Christ and his ministry. While it is difficult to ascertain exactly what 

different levels of judgment might look like to these cities and generations with clearer 

 
 

4 France, The Gospel of Matthew, 434.  



knowledge of Christ, it is nevertheless clear that those who have received this greater and fuller 

revelation of Christ will be held fully accountable in their response.  

 

Matthew 11:25-30 

 In the final section of this passage, Jesus prays to God the Father, reveals yet again his 

special relationship to the Father as the Son, and invites all those who are weary and burdened to 

find rest in him. Jesus begins his prayer by acknowledging God as Father, providing yet another 

claim to his divinity and special relationship to God as the Son of God. Jesus thanks God for 

hiding his plans from “the wise and the understanding” while revealing those same plans to 

“little children.” Jesus’ contrast of the wise and the little children does not concern their age or 

education. Just as with “this generation,” Jesus’ rebuke of the wise seems less aimed at a specific 

class of people (e.g., the Pharisees and the scribes) and more generally aimed at all those who 

ultimately see their own wisdom and self-reliance as more important than the revelation of Christ 

as the only hope for all of humanity. In contrast, little children exhibit dependence and reliance. 

In this context, the wise are those who have rejected Christ’s message while the little children are 

those who recognize their need for God and his salvation which can only be accomplished 

through Christ’s forgiveness of their sins. Christ makes this point clear in Matthew 11:27 as he 

declares, “All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.” Salvation can come only from Christ, and we know God only through 

Christ. This same lesson appears in Jesus’ message to his disciples in John 14:6: “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” There is no world in 

which “all paths lead to God.” There is only one path, and it runs through the miraculous, 

gracious, and magnificent work of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  

 In this passage, Jesus describes himself as "gentle and lowly in heart," something that 

should arrest our attention. He is not cold and distant. He is not haughty and unapproachable. 

Our Savior is gentle and he is lowly in heart. We should understand that "heart" here does not 

mean merely the emotional life as we often think of when we refer to the heart. The heart, as 

understood in this context, is the very center of a person. Jesus, at his very core, is gentle and 

lowly. He is warm, approachable, and accessible. He invites us to come to him. The King of 

Kings, in all his glory, splendor, beauty, and majesty, is also tender and welcoming. And he 

welcomes us to be wrapped up in his caring arms, to find shelter and refuge amidst the storms of 

life. The home of our heart is in Christ, and until we find our way to him, we are like homeless 

wanderers who are restless and weary. But when we come to Christ, we find rest and peace and 

joy unimaginable. We find our true home. As Augustine writes in the beginning of 

his Confessions, "Our heart is restless until it rests in you." 

Christ offers rest to all those who are weary and burdened. Whether those burdens consist 

of the seemingly impossible legalistic demands of the Pharisees and scribes or the constant 

barrage of difficulties faced in this life, Jesus offers rest and a new way of living. His yoke is 

easy, and his burden is light. A yoke could refer to different types of yokes. One popular 

illustration concerns the animal yoke which harnesses two animals together to pull together. 

While such a yoke is envisioned in some parts of the Old and New Testament, the human yoke 

may be in mind in this passage. The human yoke was spread across the shoulders of a person to 

help distribute the weight of a load more evenly, thus reducing the overall burden. Jesus offers 

rest from the toil and burden of the impossible demands of the Law and the unflinching cruelties 

of the world.   



 Careful exposition of Jesus’ invitation here is critical. Jesus is not abolishing the Law 

(Matthew 5:17-20) or introducing a radical reinterpretation of the Law which is inconsistent with 

its original intention when given by God to Israel. Instead, what Christ offers is a new way of 

living which, while still respecting the moral instructions and teachings of the Law, offers a way 

of actually fulfilling the Law. This way of fulfilling the Law comes only through Christ, who is 

perfect and followed the Law perfectly. France asserts, “the ‘rest’ Jesus offers is not a relaxation 

of the demands of righteousness… but a new relationship with God which makes it possible to 

fulfill them. It is not the removal of any yoke but a new and ‘kind’ yoke which makes the 

burdens ‘light.’”5 It is not through human performance that rest is achieved or the Law is 

fulfilled; rather, it is through the complete and perfect work of Christ. All those who trust in 

Christ and his finished work enjoy the grace and mercy that comes with salvation and 

forgiveness of sins. While we ought to continue to abide by the moral implications and teachings 

of all of God’s Word, we can do so knowing that Christ has ultimately fulfilled every aspect of 

the Law and offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins. Through his life, death, and resurrection, 

Christ offers a message of reconciliation, forgiveness, mercy, grace, and hope for today and the 

rest of eternity. All those who trust in Christ will find rest for their souls, and all those who 

submit to his authority and commit to discipleship under him will find a new kind of life that is 

far better than any other life we might try to build.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus is the promised Messiah and the Son of God. No one can know the Father apart 

from him. Those who trust in Christ will find that his yoke is easy and his burden is light.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Malachi 3:1 & 4:5-6 – John the Baptist is the messenger who prepares the way before the 

Lord and he is the “Elijah” who comes before the Messiah and the day of the Lord. 

• Isaiah 35:5-6 & 61:1-2 – Jesus is God’s anointed one who has come to bring life.  

• 1 Corinthians 1:17-25 – God destroys the wisdom of the wise. 

• John 17 – The high priestly prayer of Jesus to God the Father. 

  

 
 

5 France, The Gospel of Matthew, 434. 



Week 6 

Matthew 12:1-21 – God’s Chosen Servant 

By William Morrison 

 

Introduction 

 Back in December of 2017, Star Wars: The Last Jedi was released in theaters. I was 

pumped for the movie because I have always liked Star Wars, and this continued the new trilogy. 

The first movie in the trilogy was pretty good, and I was excited to see how they developed the 

characters more. I had all these theories and ideas built up in my head, and I could not wait to 

watch the movie. That is, until the movies started playing on opening night. Immediately I was 

disappointed and frustrated because it was so much different than I imagined. I walked out and 

searched reviews, and all the reviews agreed with me that it was different than they thought it 

would be. I still have a negative view of the film. My expectations of the film were so grandiose 

that I could not appreciate the film that was put before me.  

 This example may hit close to home, or maybe you are calling me crazy for disliking 

episode 8. Either way, it relates to how the Pharisees viewed Jesus. They had all these warrior-

like expectations for the Messiah, so when he came as a humble servant, they couldn’t believe 

that he was the Messiah. Jesus did not align with their beliefs about who he would be. This made 

them skeptical of his teachings. 

In this passage, he reveals the true interpretation of the Sabbath as he is Lord over it. But 

the Pharisees argue and disagree because it does not align with their human interpretation of 

what God meant. They were blinded by their dislike of Jesus to the truth of what Jesus has 

revealed to them. They could not overcome their expectations to ever see Jesus as the true and 

living Messiah. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 12:1-21 together. 

 

Study Questions 

5. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

6. What does this passage teach me about me? 

7. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

8. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Do you see any “laws” that you might hold too tightly to in your own life like the 

Pharisees did with the Sabbath? 

2. Jesus claims his authority as the Son of Man, but why does this make the Pharisees so 

upset? What is the significance of that claim? 

3. Why is it important that the Matthew points out the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled? 

4. What does Jesus’s healing of the man tell us about how Jesus cares for his people? 

 

 

 



Commentary 

Matthew 12:1-8 

 Exodus 20:8-11 tells us, 

 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 

work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 

any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, 

or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days 

the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 

The Pharisees know this passage well, and they are trying to catch Jesus in doing 

something wrong Biblically to discredit him. The disciples and Jesus go to the edge of a grain 

field and begin to glean. The Pharisees take issue with them harvesting on the Sabbath. The laws 

were filled with human additions and interpretations that often were legalistic, so Jesus questions 

their interpretation through a series of questions defending his disciples. 

 In 1 Samuel 21:6, David entered the house of God and ate the bread of presence, which 

according to Leviticus 24:5-9, only priests were allowed to do. However, Scripture never 

condemned David for this. Jesus also referenced how according to the Law, the priests of the 

temple work on the Sabbath but were guiltless. They “broke” the Sabbath and did not keep it 

holy according to a strict interpretation, but Jesus shows that the Pharisees’ interpretation of the 

law is not consistent with God’s intent in the law, evidenced by God’s inaction when David ate 

the bread of the presence.   

 In verse 6, Jesus says, “something greater than the temple is here,” but the Pharisees do 

not understand what he means. He, of course is talking about himself as the Christ. He then 

references Hosea 6:6 in “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” God is not after a strict observance of 

religious rituals, but the hearts of his people. Jesus then declares himself as the Son of Man and 

Lord of the Sabbath. He does not challenge the Sabbath law itself, but he ridicules the Pharisees’ 

interpretation of it. As Christ, he has the authority to reveal the intent of all laws, and he points 

out that the Pharisees ignore the intent of the law, which is to bring rest and well-being. In a 

world where Christ died for us, this rest now means resting in Christ and remembering the 

salvation we have through him and not through anything we can do.  

 

Matthew 12:9-14 

 Jesus continues his work on the Sabbath, but this time he heals a man with a withered 

hand. He enters the synagogue, and the Pharisees again try to accuse him of breaking the law by 

asking him if it is lawful to heal on the Sabbath. Looking a couple verses back, we can 

understand based on what Jesus said regarding desiring mercy and not sacrifice, that yes, healing 

as Jesus does is lawful and right to do on the Sabbath. Jesus continues to show how man has 

morphed God’s law into something that has become legalistic, but Jesus only cares about the true 

intent of the law. As Christ, he has the authority to reveal the true intent of the law. 

 Jesus asks the Pharisees a simple question that if their sheep falls into a pit on the 

Sabbath will they not lift it out? Then, he proclaims how much more value a man is than a sheep, 

and thus, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. It is comforting to know that Jesus cares more 

about his us than observing man’s interpretation of the law 



 Jesus heals the man’s hand, demonstrating that he is the Son of Man, with the authority to 

reveal the true intent of all the law. The Pharisees do not like those claims and consider them 

heresy, so they continue plotting to trap Jesus into making an outright heretical claim. 

 

Matthew 12:15-21 

 Jesus withdraws from the synagogue so that he prevents escalation with the Pharisees 

until the time comes for his betrayal and death on the cross. We consistently see Jesus 

withdrawing from large crowds and ordering people to not make his name known in the early 

parts of his ministry (Mark 7:36, Mark 1:41). He knows his purpose on earth, and he also knows 

that the Father has the perfect timing in place, so he deescalates when necessary.  

 This fulfills the prophecy spoken of in Isaiah that Jesus is God’s chosen servant. This 

prophecy is from Isaiah 42:1-3, and is significant in its entirety.  

“With whom my soul is well pleased” (42:1). We see this already in Jesus’s baptism and 

anointing of the Holy Spirit, that God proclaims Jesus as his son with whom he is pleased 

(Matthew 3:17).  

“He will proclaim Justice to the Gentiles” (42:1). The servant (Jesus) brings good news 

of the kingdom, but also judgment on those who would reject him. 

“He will not quarrel or cry aloud” (42:2). This shows that Jesus did not come first as a 

warrior, but he comes as the suffering servant chosen by God. He is gentle and lowly and not 

here to conquer politically. Only in the Revelation prophecies do we see a more warrior-type 

prophecy of Jesus in his second coming. 

“A bruised reed he will not break” (42:3). Jesus cares for the abused and oppressed. 

“Until he brings justice to victory and in his name the Gentiles will hope” (42:3) He 

brings justice by his work on the cross, and we all hope now in the name of Jesus. 

Prophecies are important in Scripture as proof that Jesus is who he says. By his constant 

fulfillment we can have faith that what he says is true and we can trust in him as our Lord and 

Savior. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath, and we look to him to find our rest and remember the work 

he did on the cross. He has the authority to reveal the intent of the Law and fulfill the Law as he 

is God’s chosen servant. He will shepherd us as a good shepherd and bring healing to our hearts. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Matthew 11:25-30- Jesus brings rest to those who are burdened. 

• Matthew 17:1-13- The transfiguration occurs where we see Jesus being the fulfillment of 

the Law and Prophets. This shows his authority  

  



Week 7 Matthew 12:22-50 – Recognizing Jesus and His Family 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 Most people don’t like to think too much when they watch movies; they would rather 

detach from reality for a bit and simply be entertained. There are a whole host of movies that try 

to make viewers think, but (in my opinion) most of these movies fall flat. Every now and then, 

one of these movies scores big in its ability to leave an ending wide open to interpretation and be 

simple enough for viewers to actually follow the breadcrumbs. 

One of my favorite movies that does this is the Martin Scorcese film, Shutter Island. U.S. 

Marshall Teddy Daniels investigates a missing inmate from an insane asylum located on Shutter 

Island. Throughout the course of the movie, Daniels’ traumatic past is revealed, indicating that 

he may be suffering from a psychotic break. Viewers are led to believe that Daniels is not really 

investigating a disappearance but is, in fact, playing out a therapeutic exercise under the watchful 

care of his doctors to help him reconcile with the pain from his past. At the end, viewers have to 

pick a side. Is Daniels insane and playing through a scenario, or is he a sane investigator who 

will soon become a victim of the hospital staff on Shutter Island to cover up the illegal treatment 

of their patients? While the movie may hint strongly in one direction, it is ultimately up to the 

viewer to decide.  

 Contemporary Religious Studies scholars would like for us to approach Jesus in the same 

kind of way. We may read through the New Testament and be captivated by the wisdom of his 

teaching, warmed by the selflessness of his actions, and inspired by his strength in how he stood 

up to the religious elites of his day. But who is to say who Jesus really was? They would have us 

believe that that is entirely up to the historian’s interpretation. However, in the New Testament, 

Jesus does not accept this interpretation. You may accept or reject his Lordship, but doing so is 

far from being a matter of friendly debate; it either unites you to him in his family, or 

permanently ostracizes you as his enemy. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 12:22-50 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is some evidence in your life that Jesus has saved you and has begun to make you a 

new creation?  

2. Was there ever a time in your life when you did not accept the claims of Jesus because 

you wanted more proof?  

3. Because opposition so clearly followed the ministry of Jesus, what types of opposition 

should believers expect in their desire to live for Jesus and make his name known? 



 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 12:22-32 

The opposition to Jesus’ ministry is mounting among the Pharisees, and that seems to be 

the primary focus of this story. We can see that because of how little is said about the actual 

healing and how quickly Matthew moves to the aftermath. Jesus heals a man who was blind and 

mute because he was possessed by a demon, and the witnesses are amazed—so much so that 

they begin to think aloud, “Can this be the Son of David?” The Pharisees have already decided 

who Jesus is (or rather who he is not) because of his rejection of their interpretation of the 

Sabbath law (Matthew 12:8). So, they necessarily desire to silence the kind of thoughts that 

would lead anyone to attribute Messianic qualities to Jesus.  

The Pharisees accuse Jesus of being able to cast out demons by channeling the power of 

Beelzebul, the prince of demons. This is not the first time they’ve made this accusation (Matthew 

9:34), but they do name the prince of demons here. Sometimes Christians get a little weird 

mapping out the demonic hierarchy that may or may not exist, even naming specific entities. I 

don’t think this should be the focus of this text, rather we should understand what the Pharisees 

are trying to communicate. Having decided that Jesus is not operating with Godly power, they 

have attributed the power he displays to the only other source of power like this—demons 

(Bruce).  

Jesus uses this exchange to make two points very clearly. First, he attacks the practicality 

of what they’re saying. Why on earth would a kingdom divide itself and attack itself? Jesus is 

doing harm to the armies of darkness by casting them out of the people they possess. Why would 

he do this if the source of his power was demonic? This shows the inadequacy of the Pharisees’ 

argument. But more than that, Jesus uses their argument to advance his own. If it is agreed upon 

that it is nonsense for Satan to work against himself by casting out demons, then it must be so 

that the actual power of God is on display in Jesus. If that be the case, then the kingdom of God 

has come upon them. In pointing out the ridiculousness of their argument, Jesus demonstrates 

exactly who he is and what his ministry is about. This leads to his next point.  

Second, in attributing the work done by Jesus through the Spirit of God to the prince of 

demons, they have blasphemed the Holy Spirit. This passage of Scripture is talked about with 

some reverence among many Christians almost like a ghost story. The “unforgivable sin” is 

indeed the object of much speculation. Taking the verses in context helps us to understand what 

Jesus means by this declaration. The Pharisees were witnesses of the work of Jesus and should 

have been the first to understand exactly who he was. Yet time and time again, they show 

themselves to be more willfully and hard-heartedly opposed to Jesus than they are ignorant of his 

identity. Taking this in mind, I think it is best to think of the “unforgivable sin” as a continued, 

willful rejection of the ministry of Jesus. It is here specifically manifested in their attributing the 

work of Jesus to Satan, yes, but they do that because they have rejected him wholesale. To 

Christians who fear they may have violated this passage, F.F. Bruce helpfully says, “The best 

proof that a man has not sinned against the Holy Spirit is the fear that he has.” 

 

Matthew 12:33-37 

Having called the Pharisees out for their rejection of him, Jesus goes on to speak to the 

nature of their hearts. Human beings are like trees in that they are judged to be good or bad by 

the fruits they produce. If the fruit of the tree is bad, then the tree is unhealthy. If the fruit of the 



tree is good, then the tree is healthy. By blaspheming the Holy Spirit and associating Jesus’ work 

with the work of the Devil, they have revealed their hearts. This teaching is not difficult to 

understand and is unfortunately neglected by many today. The greatest evidence that the Bible 

provides us with for how we can know that we are truly walking with the Lord is the fruit we 

bear (Galatians 5:18-25, John 14:4-5, James 2:14-26). Do we bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance, or has there been no change in our lives since we “became a Christian?”  

Jesus warns the Pharisees that on the day of judgment, all people will give an account for 

their words. “Our words are the evidence of the state of our hearts, as surely as the taste of the 

water is an evidence of the state of the spring” (Ryle, 97). It is important to understand here that 

this is not necessarily a charge to clean up the way you talk so much as it is Jesus’ way of saying 

that your heart is exposed by the way you speak. This was certainly the case with the Pharisees 

who claimed that Jesus was doing the Devil’s work, and it is the case with us when we speak 

vain and foolish things. The idea that our words will justify us does not mean that they will cause 

us to be made righteous before God, but that they will show that we have been made righteous 

by God (Wilkins, 1846). Most of us can probably just consider the previous week and note 

harmful things we’ve said, gossip we’ve participated in, and/or lies or half-truths we’ve spoken. 

Passages like this cause the believer to again recognize their continued need of Jesus’ 

righteousness, and by God’s grace, on the day of judgment, Christ’s righteousness will be 

counted as ours— as it is ours now.  

  

Matthew 12:38-42 

Consider the Pharisees now with their backs against the wall. They’ve been challenged 

by Jesus. It has been shown that they deny who he is even in spite of all of the evidence. So, they 

demand a sign from Jesus. This is very much a question on their part to see if Jesus will do what 

they ask of him, when they ask it of him. Keep in mind that this whole situation started when 

Jesus healed a demon-possessed blind and mute man, and that is set against the backdrop of so 

many other miracles that Jesus has already performed. Because they are wicked and adulterous, 

they ask for a sign—not because they are seriously considering Jesus’ Lordship; they ask for a 

sign to see if he will submit to theirs. Even if we take their desire for a sign to be somewhat more 

neutral than this, we must see in their attempted neutrality the sin of unbelief—a hard-hearted 

refusal to recognize Jesus for who he clearly is.  

Jesus refuses to show them a sign on command. Instead he promises to give them the sign 

of Jonah. It is always helpful when Jesus explains exactly what he means when he says 

something vague like this. Just as Jonah spent three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, 

so will the Son of Man spend three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. This is an 

obvious allusion to upcoming crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. Thus, the only sign these 

Pharisees need to confirm the identity of Jesus is his death and resurrection. This will answer any 

speculation as to who Jesus is.  

 

Matthew 12:43-45 

What Jesus says here about demons applies both to the immediate context of the man he 

healed and the spiritual state of the Pharisees. This is not an exhaustive teaching on unclean 

spirits, but does seem to validate that repossession can occur. That is, repossession can occur if 

the person (house) is empty, swept and in order. What Jesus is here speaking of is the danger of 

spiritual neutrality. Surely there were people who were fed by Jesus, witnessed his miracles of 

healing and food provision, and possibly even themselves touched and were healed by him, and 



who would not accept him as Lord. They are those whose “households” are empty, swept and in 

order. In other words, the immediate cause of strife and/or oppression has been lifted from them, 

but they have not yet truly become Christians. It is not enough to be empty of demonic spirits; 

we must be filled with the Holy Spirit.  

It is unlikely that the Pharisees were neutral on who Jesus was; they seemed to flat-out 

reject him as the foretold Messiah. But Jesus presents the idea here that a person is not in a 

healthy position simply because they have been cleansed of an unclean spirit (or healed of a 

bodily affliction, or had their hunger or thirst temporarily quenched). It’s not enough to be 

temporarily healthy when what we ultimately need is to be made eternally whole. Jesus tells us 

that the end result of spiritual neutrality is much worse than the original state. The end result of 

spiritual neutrality is spiritual death.  

  

Matthew 12:46-50 

While Jesus is speaking, someone approaches him to inform him that his mother and 

brothers are outside wanting to speak to him. Jesus’ statements here about his family should not 

make us think that he has some kind of disagreement with his siblings and doesn’t view his 

family as important. Some have run wild with the mention here—a single reference, John 7:5, to 

paint the picture that Jesus’ family rejected him. While they may not all have always viewed him 

as God, Mary and James certainly eventually did. Instead, we should understand that Jesus used 

his family as an object lesson to communicate a simple truth to his listeners that ties into what he 

has just been talking about.  

The simple truth is this: Those who believe in Jesus are united to him in a special 

fellowship that is a closer and more important family than even his flesh-and-blood siblings and 

mother. These are the people who understand who Jesus is. They see the miracles he’s performed 

and don’t need to see other signs, they bear good fruit—proving to be his disciples—because 

they have been changed by him, they don’t waver or waffle about him in a neutral space. They 

see him and know him to be who he claims to be, and the result is that they do the will of his 

Father who is in heaven. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus Christ is not up to subjective interpretation, nor can we remain neutral as to who he 

is and what he’s done. True believers recognize him as Lord and Messiah, and are united to him 

in a spiritual family. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Galatians 5:18-25 - Those who are led by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit. 

• The book of Jonah - The story of the prophet-evangelist and the repentance of a wicked 

city, Nineveh. 

• I Kings 10:1-13 -  The story of the Queen of Sheba’s visit to Israel to see Solomon .



Week 8 

Matthew 13:1-23 - The Parable of the Sower 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 Years ago, I took an English class at UA taught by Scott McWaters. He was one of the 

more passionate English teachers I studied under, and he had funny quirks about him that 

immediately endeared him to me: He had messy, wavy hair; he wore corduroy jackets; he 

seemed distracted in a way that communicated brilliance more than disorder; and he had a way 

of painting vivid pictures that stuck with me as a student. One story he told us in class was meant 

to illustrate how people respond differently, even in nearly identical situations, and is as follows:  

 

 “Imagine two young women who both come to The University of Alabama and 

are part of the same freshman class. They are often mistaken for twins because they look 

near identical, and to top it all off they’re both from small towns, both rushing the same 

sorority, and are both studying nursing. The week of freshman orientation they both meet 

their boyfriends and begin to date. They continue dating these young men throughout 

their entire college careers. With finals approaching in their last semester, both girls have 

the same question on their minds, ‘Will he finally propose?’ The night before graduation 

both girls have romantic dinners with their boyfriends. Both girls fully expect their 

boyfriends to pop the question. Girl A is delighted when her boyfriend bends down on 

one knee and pulls out a jewelry box, but girl B is horrified when her boyfriend suddenly 

ends their 4-year-long relationship. As both girls are walking back to their sorority house 

from their dates—one giddy with expectation, the other crushed and questioning 

everything—it begins to rain. They both make their way home, slowly walking in the 

rain.” 

 

Then McWaters stopped and asked the class this question, “How differently do you think 

each of them experienced that same rain?” 

 This may be an overly artsy way to communicate a simple truth, but for some reason it 

really resonated with me. Matthew 13 begins with Jesus telling a parable about a man who goes 

out to sow seed. He scatters the seeds, but not all of the seed germinates, blooms, and produces 

in the same way—despite having so many things in common. Just like the two girls in my 

professor’s story, who experienced the same rain differently, there may be people who share 

similar backgrounds and experiences who hear the same message and come to wildly different 

understandings. This is not because the seed is flawed; it’s because not all soils are the same.  

 

 

Read Matthew 13:1-23 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 



Passage Specific Questions 

1. Were there any notable obstacles that the Lord overcame in your heart, mind, context, 

etc. to reach you with the gospel?  

2. Do you see yourself in any of the soils that Jesus describes on any given Sunday? Which 

one? 

3. What fruit can you point to in your own life that gives you confidence that you have been 

made new by Christ?   

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew 13:1-9  

 The first 9 verses of Matthew 13 set the stage for what is to follow. We are told that this 

series of teachings he’s about to give happens the same day as the events from chapter 12, and 

that the crowds that followed Jesus were so large that he went out into a boat to teach them as 

they stood nearby on the shore to listen.  

 The parable Jesus starts with is simple: A sower goes out to sow seed and sows seed that 

falls in 1 of 4 different places. First, seed fell on the path—the hardened, walkways surrounding 

and running through the fields. Second, seed fell on rocky ground—the rocky terrain common to 

the area that would have had a shallow, thin layer of soil on top in places. Third, seed fell on 

ground alongside thorns with which it would have had to compete for nutrients. Lastly, seed fell 

on good soil, which led to the seed planting well, maturing and yielding a crop—some a 

hundredfold, some sixty and some thirty.  

 There is not really much else to say about the first 9 verses except this: Jesus ends the 

story with this telling declaration, “He who has ears, let him hear.” This quote helps us interpret 

the entire meaning of the passage. It hints at the message behind the parable—that there will be 

some who hear the gospel, understand it, believe it, and produce good fruit, and there will be 

others who do not have ears to hear.  

 

Matthew 13:10-17    

Imagine the scene just described to you. There are massive crowds (a wonderful time to 

clearly and articulately spell out the gospel), and Jesus gets into a boat to instruct them (using 

what they had to maximize the impact of the moment). But the moment kind of hits with a thud. 

The story lacks the massive revival we may have anticipated and the final note by Jesus, “He 

who has ears, let him hear,” sounds more like a warning than an altar call. Naturally, you can 

understand the confusion among the disciples. They come to Jesus, asking him why he spoke to 

the crowds in parables. His answer in verse 11 is one of the most controversial statements in the 

New Testament: “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to 

them it has not been given.”  

Before we try to explain away anything that this passage is saying, let’s at least admit 

that, on its face, the quote from Jesus seems to be explaining that he is speaking to the crowds in 

parables so that they will not understand. We think of parables being focused stories that are 

meant to communicate simple truths to simple people, but parables also have the ability to 

intentionally obscure truth to people who will not understand it (Carson, 307). This seems to be 

the simple answer as to why Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, because it has not been given 

to them to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven.  



What this is referring to is what has historically been called the doctrine of election (also 

called predestination). My favorite summary of this doctrine comes from the third chapter of the 

Westminster Confession of Faith, quoted here in modern English for the ease of the reader:  

 

“From all eternity and by the completely wise and holy purpose of his own will, God has 

freely and unchangeably ordained whatever happens… Although God knows whatever 

may or can happen under all possible circumstances, he has not ordered anything because 

he foresaw it in the future as something which would happen under such circumstances… 

Before the creation of the world, according to his eternal, unchangeable plan and the 

hidden purpose and good pleasure of his will, God has chosen in Christ those of mankind 

who are predestined to life and to everlasting glory. He has done this solely out of his 

own mercy and love and completely to the praise of his wonderful grace. This choice was 

completely independent of his foreknowledge of how his created beings would be or act. 

Neither their faith nor good works nor perseverance had any part in influencing his 

selection” (epc.org).   

 

 This doctrine is offensive to many, because we want to believe that we have ultimate say 

over whether or not we believe the truth of the Bible. My personal opinion is that we obsess over 

this doctrine’s offense because, if it is true, we think it makes God a monster who drags people to 

heaven against their will and/or damns people to hell who want to obey him. But that is to 

grossly misinterpret the teaching of Scripture on this issue. If we rightly understand our natural 

state apart from God’s intervention as the Bible describes it, we see that we are:  

 

• Sons of Adam, who inherited Adam’s sin and guilt when Adam sinned (Romans 5:12) 

• “Enemies of God” (Romans 5:10) 

• “Children of wrath” who were “dead in our trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1, 3) 

• People who are “under sin” who do not seek after God (Romans 3:9, 11) 

• Those who “live according to the flesh,” who are “hostile to God,” who do not submit to 

God because we cannot (Romans 8:5, 7-8) 

• Those who are incapable of coming to Jesus for salvation unless first drawn to Jesus by 

the Father (John 6:44) 

  

 So, rightly understanding our natural state because of our inherited sin from Adam, as 

well as the hostility toward God that this produces, we should come to the conclusion that 

salvation given to anyone at all is a work of profound grace and mercy from a loving God. 

Furthermore, salvation is entirely a work of God—not something that we achieve ourselves 

through any action on our part, including “faith,” which the Bible describes as a gift (Ephesians 

2:8-9).  

 Then what ultimately is the difference between those who come to believe in Christ and 

those who do not? Jesus provides the answer: “To you it has been given to know the secrets of 

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.” Both groups of people heard the 

message of Jesus that day, and for one group it remained veiled and mysterious. The difference is 

that God enlightens the minds of those to whom he wishes to reveal truth, and keeps things 

obscure to others. Through this calling, God makes those who were dead alive (John 5:25, 

Ephesians 2:5); enlightens their minds (Ephesians 1:17-18); and draws them to the Son (John 

6:44). The good shepherd speaks, and because his sheep have been quickened by the Holy Spirit, 



they know his voice and they follow him. But others hearing the same words leave unchanged 

because they are not his sheep (John 10:22-30).  

Some will argue that this is a violation of free will. J. I. Packer provides a good summary 

to this issue in his book, Concise Theology: “Sinners choose Christ only because God chose 

them for this choice and moved them to it by renewing their hearts… Though all human acts are 

free in the sense of being self-determined, none are free from God’s control according to his 

eternal purpose and foreordination (39).  

In speaking to the issue of evil, Michael Kruger puts it this way,  

 

“The Bible makes it clear that God does control the "free" actions of men! He raises up 

human armies (Josh. 11:20; Hab. 1:6), steers the hearts of kings (Ezra 6:22; Prov. 21:1), 

and even hardens people's hearts (Deut. 2:30; Rom. 9:18). Moreover, Paul plainly states 

that God "works all things according to the counsel of his will" (Eph. 1:11), which must 

certainly include human decisions. While the relationship between God's sovereignty and 

human responsibility is complex (and even mysterious), there is no indication that God 

lacks control over such a huge part of the created world.” 

 

Jesus concludes his thoughts on the people to whom it has not been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom by referencing a concept from Isaiah, which Matthew then quotes 

directly. Carson describes the way Jesus discusses this issue almost like showing two sides of the 

same coin. Jesus’ answer is given in verses 11-12 as it relates to the doctrine of election and in 

verse 13 as it relates to the human reason, spiritual dullness (Carson, 309). The quotation that 

follows was spoken initially to Isaiah, when God promised him that his ministry of speaking 

truth to God’s people would be completely ignored. Jesus is having the same experience because 

the vast majority of witnesses to his teaching ignored his message (Bruce).  

  

Matthew 13:16-17 

I love verses 16 and 17 in this passage for two main reasons. First, Jesus has just said 

some clear but heavy things to the disciples, and here he encourages them that they belong to 

him. There are eyes out there that are blind, and ears out there that don’t hear clearly—but not 

their eyes and ears. Their eyes and ears are blessed by God, because they see and hear.  

Next, I love that Jesus talks to them about their unique perspective in the Big Story of the 

Bible. There were countless men and women who clung to God’s promises, often spoken in 

whispers with decades in between, whose hearts had been saved by God but whose eyes and ears 

were not privileged to see and hear their fulfillment that these disciples now witness. “These all 

died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 

from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth… And all 

these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had 

provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect” (Hebrews 

11:13, 39-40).  

 

Matthew 13:18-23 

Before we walk through exactly what the parable means, I think it’s worthwhile to point 

out that what we’ve been discussing is exactly what Jesus is literally doing with the disciples. 

There’s a somewhat cryptic message being spoken to crowds of people, and the only ones who 

understand its meaning are those to whom God chooses to reveal his mysteries. Then Jesus sits 



the disciples down and communicates to them exactly what he wants them to know, that it might 

be understood and believed in their hearts.  

We can overdo parables sometimes—stretching them to places the author never intended 

them to be understood. Luckily for us, the parable is exactly spelled out by Jesus so his intended 

meaning is clear. Beware of teachers and pastors who stretch the meanings of parables beyond 

the word of God.  

The sower goes out to sow. That’s the sower’s job—to sow seed. This is such a perfect 

picture for us, because so many other things have to go right for the seed to plant, take root, and 

produce fruit—the sower is responsible for none of those things. The preacher preaches the word 

of God, and God either enlightens the heart of the believer and convicts them of sin, or he 

doesn’t. We need to be faithful ministers of the gospel, desiring to know Jesus and make him 

known, but we also need to recognize that “Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build 

it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain” 

Psalm 127:1-2.  

The sower sows seed that lands in four different places. Each soil (or lack thereof) the 

seed lands in, is a picture of how people receive the word of God.  

Along the Path: These are people who hear the word of God with little interest at all. 

You may get them to pay attention with gimmicks, or if you teach a series on sex or the 

End Times, but they’re checked out and do not care otherwise. They go home completely 

unmoved and unchanged. The challenging question for this soil is: Who are you kidding?  

Rocky Ground: The seed that fell on rocky ground initially shows great promise, but 

does not endure through the difficulty of persecution and tribulation. They display 

interest in the things of God and even a general receptivity to the message, but they are 

hardened and thus the plant cannot develop roots that will enable them to endure 

suffering for Christ. The challenging question for this soil is: Does the Word of God 

actually change you or are you pretending?  

Among Thorns: The seed that falls among thorns is meant to convey that its hearers are 

choked out by “the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches.” The world we live 

in is not our home, and we need to understand that the culture around us can have too 

influential of a role in our lives if we allow it to. The challenging question for this soil is: 

Is any part of your plans, your pleasure or your personal kingdom too much to surrender 

for Jesus’ name?  

Good Soil: The seed in the good soil hears the word of God and understands it. Because 

of this, he produces much fruit. Jesus emphasizes the bearing of fruit as to what makes 

the soil good. “There is no part of the whole parable more important than this. We must 

never be content with a barren orthodoxy, and coldly maintaining correct theological 

views; we must not be satisfied with clear knowledge, warm feelings, and decently 

claiming to be Christians; we must see to it that the Gospel we claim to love produces 

positive “fruit” in our hearts and lives. This is real Christianity” (Ryle, 106).  

 

 

The Main Point 

God does whatever he pleases, and it pleases him to reveal truth to some and obscure it to 

others. Blessed are the eyes and ears that see and hear, believe, and bear fruit.  

 

 



A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• John 10:22-30 - Jesus is the good shepherd who calls his sheep unto salvation.  

• Hebrews 11 - Men and women who displayed great faith in God, despite seeing and 

hearing comparatively so little of his fulfilled promises.  

• Psalm 115 - God should not be doubted. He is in complete control and does whatever 

pleases him.   



Week 9 

Matthew 13:24-58 – Old and New Treasures 

By Harvey Edwards, IV 

 

Introduction 

  One of the amazing things about being a New Testament believer is that we are 

privileged with the knowledge of God’s plan for salvation. In Matthew 13, Jesus is teaching the 

crowds and the disciples in parables, fulfilling the Old Testament expectations that he would 

speak in parables and in so doing, utter what was hidden since the foundation of the world 

(Matthew 13:34-35). Jesus is revealing the things of the kingdom, and how God is bringing it 

about that he might save a people for himself. 1 Peter 1:10-12 says: 

 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 

yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ 

in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 

glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 

things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news 

to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.  

 

 Those of us who have trusted in Jesus have knowledge available to us that those who 

came before longed to look into. We see the plan of salvation and what Jesus has done. The Son 

of God has taken on flesh, lived the life that we could not, died on the cross for our sins, and 

risen again from the grave. Jesus has conquered sin and death and has initiated the coming of the 

kingdom of God to earth. We have been invited to understand and be a part of what God is doing 

to restore all things to himself. We are to be a people who see and believe. And then we are to be 

trained for the kingdom of heaven—to learn the Bible—so that we might bring forth treasures 

old and new, which are the evidences of God’s salvific purposes from the Old and New 

Testament that point to Jesus and the kingdom he is bringing. This is all for the glory of God. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 13:24-58 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. In the parable of the weeds and the parable of the net, Jesus discusses the day of 

judgment and the sorting of the righteous and the evil. What is the determining factor of 

what is righteous and who is good? 



2. The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value tell us of the worth of the 

kingdom, and how a proper assessment of the kingdom determines it is worth all that we 

have. What makes it hard for you to live in light of that truth? 

3. Why do you think that Jesus points to seemingly humble beginnings to the kingdom in 

the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven?  

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew continues to record the parables of Jesus in this section of his gospel. It is 

important to remember what we read in Matthew 13:10-17. Jesus shared the purpose of teaching 

in parables with his disciples. He teaches in parables so those who have been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom will understand, but those who have not been given to know the secrets of 

the kingdom will not. Those who believe will understand and those who do not believe will be 

hardened, and this in fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah. One cannot carefully and honestly 

read the gospels and not come away with the truth that salvation is a gift from the Lord. 

This is a hard but important truth to come to grips with. We are called by Jesus to be 

about the mission of proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. We are to tell people that Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God, who took on flesh to live the life that we couldn’t and to die in our 

place so that we might be forgiven and have new life in him. We are called to share this truth as 

clearly and convincingly as possible, both through our words and how we live our lives. We 

should put no obstacle in front of the gospel. But we are unable to change hearts. Only the Holy 

Spirit can do that. What Jesus says here is that only those to whom it has been given to know the 

secrets of the kingdom will understand. This is similar to what Jesus says in John 10:24-28: 

 

 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and 

you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 
26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my 

voice, and I know them, and they follow me (emphasis mine). 28 I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” 

 

Jesus says the same thing in John 17:6 – “I have manifested your name to the people 

whom you gave me out of the world (emphasis mine). Yours they were, and you gave them to 

me, and they have kept your word.” This is important to understand on a number of levels. First, 

we are completely dependent on the Lord. It helps us to understand the magnitude of God’s 

grace for us. There was literally nothing that we did to earn God’s grace. Second, it helps us to 

understand the sovereignty of God. God is working all things for his glory. He will be glorified 

in his grace and mercy, and he will be glorified through his judgment of sin. Third, it frees us to 

share the gospel as clearly and convincingly as possible. God is saving those who are his. And 

we know who are his by whether or not people believe. Whoever hears this message and believes 

belongs to the Lord. We can share the gospel without fear. We don’t have to take the blame 

when someone refuses Jesus, and we do not take the credit when someone receives him. Instead, 

we rejoice in his grace and goodness when people believe. We should simply pray and sow the 

gospel, believing that God is working out his plans and purposes. 

Jesus begins the parables we are looking at this week by saying that the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but his enemy sowed 



weeds among the wheat that was sowed. When the master is asked whether he sowed good seed, 

he tells them that an enemy sowed the weeds. When the master is asked whether the weeds 

should be pulled up, the master tells them to wait, lest they pull up the wheat along with the 

weeds. Instead, they should let both grow together until the time of harvest. At that time the 

weeds will be gathered and burned while the wheat will be gathered to his barn. Then, without 

explanation to the crowds, Jesus moves on to another parable. 

He says that the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that is sown in a field. It is the 

smallest of all seeds but grows to be the largest garden tree, such that the birds come and make 

nests in its branches. In the same kind of way, he says the kingdom of heaven is like leaven 

hidden in flour. It works its way throughout the flour until it is all leavened. 

Jesus leaves the parables for the crowds to interpret themselves. In verses 34 and 35, 

Matthew tells us that Jesus taught the crowds strictly in parables to fulfill what was spoken by 

the prophet, “I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the 

foundation of the world” (Matthew 13:35). Jesus is revealing God’s plan of salvation written 

since the foundation of the world. It is coming to fruition in what Jesus is doing in Matthew, and 

his teachings reveal the nature of salvation. All of Scripture has been leading to Jesus and the 

coming of the kingdom of heaven to earth.  

With this in mind, we are in a better position to understand these parables. The kingdom 

of heaven may have seemingly humble beginnings, like that of a mustard seed which is tiny, or a 

small amount of leaven, but both of these result in tremendous growth. We will see the kingdom 

of heaven beginning with the resurrection, expanded through the message carried forth by the 

disciples, and finally resulting in all of creation being restored.  

Jesus is teaching in a manner that reveals the secrets of God’s purposes to his people. So 

when his disciples ask Jesus to explain the parable of the weeds in verse 36, he does so. He says 

the one who sows the seed is the Son of Man—Jesus. The field is the world and the good seed 

are believers. The weeds are those who are sons of the evil one—those who reject Jesus. The 

harvest is the end of the age and the day of judgment. All who belong to Jesus will be in the 

fullness of the kingdom with the Father and all who have rejected Jesus will be cast from his 

presence.  

An interesting dynamic throughout the parables is the stress on God’s sovereignty in 

salvation and the very real call to listen and believe. Jesus calls for those who have ears to hear. 

We are to take an active role in responding to Jesus.  

Jesus then moves to the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value. In 

both of these, a man stumbles upon something worth far more than anything he possesses. This is 

like the kingdom. No matter what we once believed to be valuable, when we discover the 

kingdom of heaven, we see that it is worth more than anything in life. To understand the 

kingdom is to with joy give up whatever it costs us because we are gaining far more than we are 

giving up.  

Jesus closes with the parable that the kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea. 

Fish, or people, of every kind are gathered and when the net is full, it is drawn ashore and the 

fish are sorted so that the good fish are kept and the bad thrown away. Again, Jesus emphasizes 

that the evil and righteous will be separated—the righteous to eternity with God and the evil to 

the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

At the conclusion of the parables, Jesus asks the disciples if they have understood the 

things he has been teaching them. He says that every scribe who has been trained for the 

kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who brings out of his treasure what is new and 



what is old. Jesus is saying that those who understand the Scriptures are able to see how both the 

Old and New Testaments point us to what God has accomplished in Jesus. 

When Jesus finishes the parables, he leaves for his hometown and begins teaching in the 

synagogues. The people there are astonished at his wisdom and his mighty works, but rather than 

believing in him, they take offense at him. Jesus responds by saying that, “A prophet is not 

without honor except in his hometown and in his own household” (Matthew 13:57b). Although 

they recognize something about Jesus is different, they cannot accept his seemingly humble 

beginnings. Jesus experiences the rejection from those who should know him best. Because of 

their unbelief, Jesus refrains from doing many mighty works there.  

Jesus’ teaching in parables reveals God’s plan of salvation throughout history to his 

people, but also hides it from those who do not believe. There is a very real separation of 

humanity into two camps—those who believe the promises of God fulfilled in Jesus, and those 

who reject them. This division has existed since the fall—the people of faith, seed of the woman, 

and the people of unbelief, the seed of the serpent. The day is drawing near where the distinction 

will be clear to all. Jesus does not allow us to straddle the fence between the kingdom of heaven 

and that of this world. There is a coming day of judgment where the righteous and the evil will 

be separated and dealt with accordingly. Until the fullness of time, we will grow alongside one 

another, but when Christ returns there will be judgment. We are left to determine where we 

belong. None of us are righteous on our own. Will we continue in disbelief and rebellion, or are 

we those who have ears to hear and eyes to see the hope found in Jesus and the kingdom of God 

he has revealed? All of us who recognize the kingdom available to us through faith in Jesus are 

invited to repent and believe, to forsake the things of the world for the kingdom. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus has revealed the mystery of the kingdom and God’s plan for salvation. He teaches 

in parables such that he graciously reveals God’s plan for all who have faith in him, and who 

through faith will be partakers of the kingdom. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• John 10:1-18 – Jesus has come to rescue those who belong to him. 

• John 17:1-26 – Jesus prays to the Father that he might be glorified as he glorifies the 

Father, and that the Father might sanctify those Jesus has come to save. 

• Isaiah 6:1-13 – God sends Isaiah to preach to Israel, but they will reject the message of 

God.  

• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 – The day of the Lord will come, and there will be judgment. But 

those of us in Christ need not fear because we are destined to obtain salvation through 

Jesus.   



Week 10 

Matthew 14:1-36 – “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

 I am not sure that I have ever witnessed a miracle firsthand. I would probably remember. 

I know that I would remember if I saw someone miraculously, legitimately, heal the masses. I 

would be filled with curiosity about the person and have many, many questions rushing through 

my mind. But what if that person then decided to feed thousands with next-to-no food? Having 

resources for only a few, he multiplied them miraculously to be more than even the thousands of 

people could consume. Now, I’d be wondering what in the world is going on. Given the 

authenticity of the miracles coupled with the scale, I would definitely be thinking that there is 

something otherworldly about the man. Then, as I am processing all of this, he walks on water, 

calms the wind, and heals multitudes more. It is apparent that this man, Jesus, has power over 

diseases, isn’t bound by the natural laws of the material world, and isn’t limited no matter what 

he has to work with. He has all power and is fully in charge. Jesus is God.  

 

 

Read Matthew 14:1-36 together. 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How do you process the unsanctimonious ending to John the Baptist’s life? 

2. Do you get alone to commune with the Lord? What does that look like in your life? 

3. If you had witnessed Jesus instantaneously healing sicknesses, feeding the multitudes 

with next-to-no resources, walking on water, and controlling the weather, what do you 

think your reaction would be in your heart and in your mind? 

4. Describe a time when your faith faltered and the Lord restored you. 

 

 

Commentary 

14:1-14 

 This passage of Scripture is so troubling to me. There is the obviously disconcerting level 

of murder by decapitation, such a frivolous dismissal of a person’s life. But, more than that, it is 

disturbing to me that a documented, certifiably insane tyrant can, on a whim, snuff out the life of 

a prophet of God. It is such an unsanctimonious end to such a sacred life. Now, to be sure, all 

life is sacred as mankind is made in God’s image. And by “sacred,” I am not implying that John 

the Baptist was inherently holier or more valuable than the rest of mankind. There is only one 

man that ever has or ever will live a perfectly holy life—Jesus Christ. What I mean by “sacred” 



is that his life was “set apart,” serving a prominent role in ushering in the kingdom and its King, 

Jesus. I think the thing that is so confusing in my mind about this death is the triviality of it. The 

frivolity of the whole thing makes it seem like a life set apart for the King, foretold of by Isaiah 

centuries prior, and beautifully deployed by the Lord at exactly the right pre-ordained time, is 

snatched when he isn’t looking. The whole thing reads as if God took the day off and isn’t 

paying attention. The fury of a mother, the sinful actions of a daughter, and the vanity of an 

insane autocrat all flow together to end the life of “the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said” (John 1:23).  

 The truth is that the Lord knew the time of John the Baptist’s birth and the time of John 

the Baptist’s death before time began. The apparent absolute authority of the three antagonists is 

an illusion. The Lord is always in control. However, it is a stark reminder that we aren’t 

promised comfort in this life. It was actually John the Baptist’s bold obedience in proclaiming 

the true nature of the sin of Herod in taking his brother’s wife as his own that hastened his death. 

As believers, our true comfort runs deeper than our circumstances, no matter how atrocious they 

are. We have a comforter with us at all times, the Holy Spirit. He is with us and can sustain us in 

anything. If the result is death as it was for John the Baptist, then we will experience what John 

the Baptist experienced immediately upon his execution: the full presence of the Lord. Thus, in 

being dealt the absolute worst that this life has to offer, we can boldly say with Paul, “O death, 

where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55). Herod, in bringing 

about the end of John the Baptist’s earthly life, actually ushered in his eternal life. After dying, 

John the Baptist is more alive than he ever was on Earth. And that was all exactly as God had 

planned.  

 I am also comforted by Jesus’ reaction. Jesus is fully God and knows all things. Yet, 

when the news is shared, he grieves, desiring to be alone. Verse 13 says, “he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a desolate place by himself.” I find consolation in the fact that Jesus is 

saddened by the death of John the Baptist. That may seem like a trite conclusion, but Jesus 

knows the end of the story before its beginning. The Lord is completely in control at all times, 

and Jesus has perfect understanding of all things. He has eternally existed with God the Father 

and God the Spirit. Being fully divine, he is perfectly in sync with the Lord’s purposes at every 

juncture. Yet, he grieves. It serves as a reminder to me that grieving is good. Death is not a part 

of God’s original creation. Sin brought death into the world. We should grieve the loss of loved 

ones, and we don’t have to obey the impulse to quickly slap a platitude onto the situation. We 

should see death for what it is, the hideous product of our sin. And that is sad. Thanks be to 

Christ who has conquered it and made a way for believers to live forever in his presence, where 

there will be no more death.  

 

14:15-21 

 However, Jesus, the perfect model of serving others before self, lays aside his grief when 

he sees the crowds that pursue him. Verse 14 tells us that “he had compassion on them and 

healed their sick.” If Jesus’ humanity was on display in the first part of our passage, mourning as 

we mourn and identifying with the sadness of the human experience, his divinity is on display 

for the remainder of the passage. Jesus has the power to heal, and he demonstrates that power 

here in healing the sick that are brought to him. He doesn’t need science, medicine, degrees, or 

technology. He heals when he wants to heal because he is God, and the laws of the natural world 

submit to him.  



The centurion of Matthew 8 recognizes this fact when he seeks Jesus out to heal his 

paralyzed servant. Jesus offers to come and heal him, but the centurion responds with a 

tremendous acknowledgement of the Son of God’s authority.  

 
8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my 

roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and 

to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

 

In his confession, the centurion is stating that Jesus has control over diseases in the same 

way that a commander has control over his troops. This is astounding given that paralysis 

isn’t a sentient, willful creature that can follow a command. Paralysis is a physical 

condition, and without even being physically present, Jesus heals the servant. He does the 

same with those that are brought to him here as he is grieving the death of John the 

Baptist. 

 It then gets late, and the place that they are at is remote. The disciples advise Jesus 

to release the crowds in order that they might go get food. But this provides yet another 

opportunity for the glory of God to be put on display in the Son. Jesus takes the 

inadequate resources that are available, five loaves of bread and two fish, blesses them, 

and then supernaturally multiplies them, again defying the laws of nature. In doing so, he 

makes it clear that he is not bound by the laws of the natural world, but sovereign over 

them. Not only is the crowd well fed and “satisfied” (v. 20), but in an awesome display of 

Jesus’ power, there are twelve leftover baskets of bread remaining. Jesus feeds five 

thousand men (and, presumably, a whole lot more women and children too) with just five 

loaves of bread and two fish.       

 

14:22-36 

 Once Jesus completes serving others over self, he dismisses the disciples and resumes his 

retreat into solitude. No doubt still grieving the death of his cousin, John the Baptist, and 

probably fatigued from a day spent building the Kingdom, Jesus dismisses the crowds and sends 

the disciples away by boat. Then, he prays. That alone is noteworthy and worth reflection. The 

Son of God, who has eternally existed in perfect community with the Father and the Spirit, felt it 

necessary to pray in solitude. I think we do well to follow his example. We need to commune 

with the Lord. Charles Spurgeon once said, “Let nothing keep you from that hallowed 

communion that is the unique privilege of a life hidden in Christ.” We do good to follow our 

Savior’s example, get alone with God, and commune with him through prayer.  

 After praying, the Lord catches up with the disciples by foot … on water. That’s worth 

repeating: by foot … on water. Jesus is really flexing now. After a day filled with miraculous 

healings and the inexplicable multiplication of some bread and fish to feed thousands, Jesus is 

now making immaterial the material world. Water is doing what it cannot and should not do: 

supporting a grown man as he walks across it. It’s a rough night on the sea, and the disciples see 

what they interpret to be a “ghost” making its way toward them through the waves, and they are 

“terrified” (v. 26).  But Jesus speaks to them, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid” (v. 27). Peter 

responds telling Jesus that if it is indeed him, then Peter would walk out there to him on the 

water if he beckons him. Jesus responds, “Come” (v. 29). Then, the most amazing thing happens: 

Peter walks on water … by foot. In faith, Peter steps out and experiences a miracle. He is 



walking on water toward his Savior. But then he notices the wind. I don’t know if it’s the gusts 

alone, mist in his eyes, a wave knocks him off-kilter, or his humanity crashes in with the 

realization that he’s treading where no man has tread before, but Peter becomes more 

preoccupied with his surrounding conditions than focused on the one that called him out on the 

water. Overwhelmed, his fragile faith falters.  

 I don’t know about you, but I am so encouraged by what happens next. Sometimes there 

is a non-biblical version of the Lord that rears its ugly head in my soul. In this story that would 

play out with Jesus shaking his head in disgust as Peter sinks to the bottom of the sea. Then, 

looking up at the boat, the non-biblical version of my Savior says with disdain, “See guys. That’s 

what happens when you don’t have faith.” I am so thankful that it is my flesh getting the best of 

me, and the biblical picture of Christ is one of a loving Shepherd that cares for his sheep, even 

and especially when they are wayward. In contrast to the false Jesus that can creep into my 

psyche, the true Jesus reaches out his hand as Peter begins to sink and grabs him. He sustains 

him. He protects, guards, and saves him. Jesus knows that we are frail. His interaction with Peter 

is a perfect display of Psalm 103:13-14.  

 
13 As a father shows compassion to his children, 

    so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 
14 For he knows our frame;  

    he remembers that we are dust. 

 

And when Peter’s faith falters, Jesus comes to the rescue. Then, Jesus uses this teachable 

moment to lead Peter into the truth, growing him in his faith. He looks at Peter and asks him, “O 

you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (v. 31), showing Peter that he let his circumstances 

overwhelm his faith in that moment. But in Christ, there is no need for children of God to fear 

any of life’s circumstances. Paul captures this sentiment in Romans 8.  

 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

As we walk with the Lord, our faith will falter at times too. But, the Lord will sustain us as he 

did Peter. And as we walk longer with the Lord, he will refine and grow our faith giving us an 

even greater awareness of the reality of the verses above.  

 Then, Peter and Jesus get into the boat, and “the wind ceased” (v. 32). The preceding 

events lead to an immediately obvious and profound conclusion in the hearts and minds of the 

onlookers: Jesus is the Son of God. Further evidence confirms their conclusion once they get to 

the other side. There, people continue to bring those who are sick to Jesus, and he heals them. 

Jesus was so powerful, that just touching the fringe of his garment made people well.  



 

 

 

The Main Point 

In chapter 14, we see the love, compassion, and power of Christ on full display. He 

grieves the murder of John the Baptist; heals the sick by his own authority; feeds the multitudes 

with only five loaves of bread and two fish; walks on water and empowers a mere mortal to do 

the same; and exhibits control over the weather. Truly, Jesus is the Son of God.    

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Mark 6:14-56 – Parallel account in the Gospel of Mark. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 – Followers of Christ will be resurrected.  

• Matthew 8:5-13 – Jesus heals a centurion’s servant. 

  



Week 11 

Matthew 15:1-39 – Empty Traditions and True Faith 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

 Sometimes when I hear about rules made in the name of Christianity, I kind of cringe. I 

often think, “Where in the world did they get that from in the Bible?” Growing up in Louisiana 

in the 80’s and 90’s, there were certain churches that seemed to require ankle length denim 

skirts. Make-up was a definite “no no,” and I am pretty sure that women wouldn’t cut their hair, 

like at all. It was almost like those churches had a set dress code, or more accurately, an official 

uniform. Some churches thought TV was a fountain of evil and went ahead and placed a 

prohibition on the box itself. Others outlawed all forms of dancing (although, “gyrations” would 

have probably been the pejorative word of choice). Alcohol in any of its forms was definitely 

forbidden. After all, it was standard dogma that Jesus actually miraculously made unfermented 

grape juice. There are whole word banks of terms invented with the sole purpose of being used 

as substitutes for cuss words. The requisite debates about whether the substitute words are really 

still just as heinous as the actual cuss words due to the heart’s intent would inevitably surface. 

Some churches freely raised their hands in worship. Others refrained.   

 My point in all of this is not to say that we shouldn’t have boundaries or apply the 

wisdom from Scripture to various scenarios as the Spirit leads. For example, followers of Christ 

should definitely give thought to how they interact with alcohol. The Word of God prohibits 

drunkenness, but it doesn’t outlaw alcohol outright. We should learn what the Bible has to say 

about alcohol and follow the Spirit as the Spirit leads us in making wise decisions about alcohol, 

decisions that take into account our sin nature, our temperament, our propensities, our family 

history, etc. Under the guidance of the Spirit within the boundaries of Scripture, we should use 

all of that to make a decision to drink in moderation or to abstain, both to the glory of God. But 

oftentimes man-made rules like some of the ones listed above get canonized. Frequently, due to 

fear, we go beyond what the Bible actually says to make rules that help us feel like we have more 

control and that we are taking real steps toward increased holiness and safety from sin. These 

extra-biblical, man-made rules can then get elevated to the level of Scripture, often buttressed by 

bad theological arguments that have gone unchallenged and, frankly, need to be brought back 

into conformity with Scripture.  

 Today’s passage starts with an interaction that has this issue as the crux. The scribes and 

Pharisees are going to challenge Jesus on a man-made rule that his disciples aren’t following, 

and Jesus is going to show his challengers that they have erred in elevating their man-made rules 

over Scripture, as the Word of God is our authority. We want to grow in it continually, but we 

don’t need to add to it or delete from it.  

 

 

  



Read Matthew 15:1-39 together. 

  

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. While we may not have concerns about ceremonial hand washing, what are some current 

examples of extra-biblical teachings of man that get elevated to dogma?  

2. How does Jesus’ teaching on the nature of sin, that it originates in our heart and manifests 

itself in our actions, impact how we view ourselves and how we approach battling sin? 

3. Contrast Jesus’ reaction to the scribes and the Pharisees with his reaction to the faith of 

the Canaanite woman. What did she get right, that the teachers got wrong? 

4. What comes to mind when you see crowds flocking to Jesus, him having compassion on 

them, healing them, miraculously feeding them, etc.?  

 

 

Commentary 

15:1-20 

 “The scribes (professional students and teachers of the law) and Pharisees (members of a 

largely lay movement devoted to scrupulous observance both of the Old Testament law and of 

the still developing legal traditions)” (France, 156) come out to inspect the ongoings. Jesus’ 

renown is growing. His teaching and many miracles have made quite a stir. The Pharisees and 

scribes are coming because of all that they have heard about this teacher named Jesus. It’s time 

for an inspection to see if this rabbi is up to snuff. Despite the accolades and miraculous 

attestations, the Pharisees choose to try to trap him in a legalistic conundrum. As Jesus will point 

out, they are blind to the work of the Kingdom being conducted by the true King right before 

their very eyes. Their focus instead is on the hand washing habits of Jesus’ disciples. The 

Pharisees had developed rules in addition to the laws of the Old Testament, a jaw-dropping fact 

if you have ever read the entirety of the law found in the Old Testament. And Jesus is breaking 

one of their extra-biblical rules. “The Old Testament required a ritual washing of hands in certain 

cultic situations (e.g. Exod 30:18ff; Deut. 21:6), but the regular washing before meals described 

by Mark 7:3-4 seems to have been introduced only shortly before the time of Jesus. It was 

probably not yet expected of the common people, but Jesus, as a ‘Rabbi’, should have known 

better!” (France, 330), the scribes and Pharisees would have thought.  

 Jesus, being infinite in wisdom and power, sees their superficial contradiction and raises 

them a legitimate one. The Pharisees and scribes had become so preoccupied with their man-

made rules and traditions, that they used them to trump Scripture. Jesus points out that there is a 

clear command of Scripture to “Honor your father and mother” (v. 4) as well as a clear 

prohibition of reviling your father or mother that’s coupled with a penalty of death. Yet, the 

extra-biblical tradition of the Jewish leaders had created an out for the Pharisees from faithfully 

following the Lord’s commands regarding their relationship with their parents. They taught that 



their devotion to the Lord released them from their devotion to their parents. This has monetary 

implications that aren’t really apparent to us as modern readers. Since the Pharisees had devoted 

their possessions to the Lord, their parents could no longer benefit from them. “Such a pious 

fraud is in direct conflict with the will of God as expressed in the fifth commandment” (France 

332) that tells us to honor our fathers and mothers. True devotion to the Lord should result in a 

greater devotion to one’s parents. For God is not a god of contradictions, and it is God who gives 

the command.  

The Pharisees used their “devotion” to the Lord as a loophole freeing them from financial 

obligations to their parents. Jesus points out the obvious fault in their thinking, and his argument 

rests on a central truth: the traditions of man should never be treated at the same level as the 

commands of God. The Word of God is the seat of all authority, and any man-made rules are 

subservient to it. These teachers of the law have drifted far off course in a terrible way, and Jesus 

calls them out for it. While attempting to show the illegitimacy of Jesus as a teacher based on a 

hand washing technicality, Jesus exposes a legitimate, critical flaw with far-reaching 

implications in their own thinking. He concludes the conversation by explicitly calling them 

hypocrites (v. 7) and applying the words of Isaiah directly to them, communicating that they 

feign honoring God externally, but have hearts that are far from him, “teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men” (v. 9).   

 

15:10-20 

 Jesus, a true teacher who actually has all authority in heaven and on earth, uses the 

situation as a springboard to talk about true cleanliness in the eyes of God. He turns to the crowd 

and starts teaching them about the true nature of defilement, which has nothing to do with hand 

washing and food. Remember that Jesus has already taught that, “unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 

5:20). Ritualistic cleansing and the foods one eats are not the source of true defilement in God’s 

eyes. Foods come into a man and pass out of a man through all the normal biological processes. 

Sin, however, comes from within a man. It flows from the inside out, not the outside in. The 

human heart is polluted with sin.  

Since the fall in the garden, every heart is born under the curse of sin. When we act in a 

sinful manner, it is an outward manifestation of an internal condition. We sin because we are 

sinful in our hearts. That is the source of our defilement before the Lord. The human heart is the 

hub of our impurity. We can follow man-made rules, washing hands, eating certain foods, and 

jumping through various religious hoops, but it will never do a thing to cure our condition before 

the Lord. A change in heart brought about by the Holy Spirit based on the finished work of Jesus 

Christ is the only cure. We must be born again, a salvation freely offered in Christ when we turn 

to him and trust in him. The righteousness of Christ is a “righteousness” that far “exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees,” and when we turn to Jesus for salvation, we are robed in it, clothed in 

the pure righteousness of the Lord. The Holy Spirit addresses the hub of our defilement and 

begins changing us from the inside out.    

 

15:21-28 

 The next events contrast well with the misguided attempts at holiness by the Pharisees 

and scribes. They have the pedigree, the training, the heritage; the Canaanite woman does not. 

She is from a people group that the Jews despise, an enemy of Israel. The woman, being an 

outsider, cries out to Jesus for mercy and refers to him as Lord and with the Jewish title of “Son 



of David” (v. 22). She is requesting that her daughter be healed from being “severely oppressed 

by a demon” (v. 22). Jesus’ interaction with her is a bit hard for us to understand. He does not 

immediately respond to her. The disciples, obviously perturbed by the persistence of the outcries, 

ask Jesus to “send her away” (v. 23). Jesus responds to the woman, “I was sent only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel” (v. 24). She responds by drawing near to him, kneeling at his feet, 

and asking again for help. Jesus responds by saying, “It is not right to take the children’s bread 

and throw it to the dogs” (v. 26), a statement that is admittedly hard to reconcile with what we 

know to be true of Jesus since “dogs was a current Jewish term of abuse for Gentiles” (France 

337). Some take the “dogs” here to represent pets, but that doesn’t help much with our modern 

sensibilities either, having one people group represented as human and the other as dogs (we will 

deal with this in a moment). The woman’s response impresses Jesus: “Yes, Lord, even the dogs 

get to eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table” (v. 27). Jesus then exclaims, “O woman, 

great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” He grants her wish, instantly healing her 

daughter.  

 I think that this exchange can be confusing. Two questions arise. First, is the kingdom 

exclusively for the Jewish people? Second, why would Jesus call this woman and her people 

dogs? We will answer these by allowing the Bible to interpret itself. 

 The rest of Scripture helps us quickly see that the first surface-level conclusion that 

Jesus’ offer of himself is to the Jews only is erroneous. Jesus’ earthly ministry was primarily to 

the Jews. But while his offer of salvation comes through Israel, its ultimate purpose is to go to 

the entire world. This was not lost on Jesus; it is God’s plan after all. You can see this from the 

very beginning of the Bible. In Genesis 12, when God calls Abraham, he tells him that “in you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (v. 3b). Regarding Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, 

the Lord repeatedly states that the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord. (e.g. Exodus 7:5, 

14:4, 14:8). Many verses speak to the fact that the Lord will be exalted among the nations. Psalm 

46:10, for example, states, “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the 

nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” Other passages speak to Israel being a light to the nations. 

In Isaiah 49:6, the Lord refers to Israel as a “a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach 

to the end of the earth.” Jesus’ kingdom was always meant to spread to the whole world. Jesus 

communicates this directly in a parable in Matthew 22:1-14. In Mark 16:15, Jesus, after his 

resurrection, actually commands his eleven remaining disciples to “Go into all the world 

and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”  

Thus, putting Jesus’ statement into the broader context of the metanarrative of 

redemption, we can see that Jesus is not stating that he and his offer of forgiveness will only be 

for Israel. It is more about the stage of redemptive history in which the story rests. Salvation is 

coming through Israel, and the true Israel, Jesus Christ, is now on the scene. He has come to the 

Jews, and subsequently his gospel will go out from Israel to the world. Looking backwards, we 

have the advantage of seeing this play out at Pentecost, the missionary journeys of Paul, the 

prophetic pictures in Revelations, etc. Jesus’ offer of salvation is for the world, but he came first 

to the Jews at this point in redemptive history. 

 As for the second question, we would be wrong to conclude that Jesus is being 

derogatory toward the woman and demeaning her based on her background. This would be 

incongruent with his character. Jesus is fully God (Matthew 1:23, John 1:1, Philippians 2:5-7, 

Colossians 1:5 & 2:9). He lived a sinless life when he was on earth (2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 John 

3:5, 1 Peter 2:22). Not only did he not act sinfully, but he didn’t even have sinful inclinations. 

This is clearly communicated in Scripture. Those facts mean that we should interpret this 



differently than it might seem on our initial reading. Even within this text itself, you have 

evidence that he wasn’t being harsh with the woman. It seems that his initial interaction sets up a 

bit of a dance in dialogue with the woman, probably meant to correct the disciples through her 

display of faith—a faith that would have seemed unlikely to the disciples because of her 

background—and to tease out the conclusion of the conversation. This wouldn’t be the only time 

that Jesus interacts with people like this. His conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well 

in John 4:1-26 has a similar cadence in my opinion. Jesus’ interaction with Pilate in John 18:33-

38 is another example. Even in our current chapter of Matthew when Jesus is initially questioned 

by the scribes and the Pharisees, he responds with a question of his own meant to lead them 

down a path to teach them and expose error. His exchange with the rich young ruler in Mark 

10:17-22 has the same kind of coy, purposeful meandering through some initial interactions to 

get to a profound truth or conclusion. Jesus is a masterful teacher, and he always knows where he 

is leading in the conversation. And here, despite its curious twists and turns, the conversation 

ends with Jesus fulfilling the woman’s request. Unlike the religious pretensions of the scribes 

and the Pharisees, the Canaanite woman responds to Jesus in faith and Jesus responds to her by 

healing her daughter from demonic oppression.  

 

15:29-39 

 Chapter 15 ends with events similar to some of the ones recorded in Chapter 14. Great 

crowds came to Jesus, bringing people with all kinds of ailments, and he heals them. Then, he 

has “compassion on the crowd” as they had been with him for three days with nothing to eat (v. 

32). He doesn’t want to send them on their way hungry. So, he takes seven loaves of bread and a 

few fish that are on hand, and he yet again miraculously multiplies them to feed the whole crowd 

complete with seven baskets full left over. This time, four thousand men, not counting women 

and children, are fed to satisfaction. Thus, in the last two chapters of Matthew, nine thousand 

men, not counting women and children, have been fed with about twelve loaves of bread and five 

fish. An immediately obvious conclusion from the compassion, the healings, and the feedings is 

that Jesus is our healer and sustainer. And, more than that, he is our sustenance. The King has 

arrived; his kingdom has come. The healings of the various sicknesses are a foretaste of a fully 

realized Kingdom where sickness and death no longer exists. “God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” 

(Revelation 21:3b-4). The feedings are a preview of Jesus being our sustenance for all eternity. 

As he says of himself, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 

whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 

 

 

The Main Point 

Sin flows from the heart outward. Only Christ can remedy that. When we turn to him in 

faith, we receive true cleansing from unrighteousness. This offer of rebirth through faith in Jesus 

came first to the Jews and then to the world.   

 

 

  



A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Mark 7:1-23 – Gospel of Mark’s account of Jesus’ interaction regarding hand washing. 

• Mark 8:1-10 – Gospel of Mark’s account of the feeding of the 4,000. 

• James 1:12-15 – We are tempted to sin due to our own sinful desires. 

• John 4:1-42 – Jesus interacts with a Samaritan woman at a well. 

• Mark 10:17-22 – Jesus’ exchange with a rich young ruler. 

• Colossians 1:15-20 – Jesus is fully God. 

 

  



Week 12 

Matthew 16:1-28 – Deny Yourself and Take Up the Cross 

By Will Bomar 

 

Introduction 

 In 2017, I graduated from college, and I moved to Central Asia for about 5 months. 

During my time there, I was sharing the gospel with people who were living in a Muslim context 

that forbade them by law from following Jesus and becoming Christians. Most of the people 

living there had never heard the gospel before, and it was truly a privilege to be used by God so 

that others might hear the gospel for the first time.  

 During my second month, I made a very close friend with a guy named D. When I shared 

the gospel with him, he was amazed and told me he had never heard that story before but that he 

wanted to know more. So, we began to study the Bible together and he was so hungry for the 

Word that we met to read 3 or 4 times per week. I was deeply encouraged by how much he 

wanted to know Jesus, and I was watching him fall more and more in love with him as the 

months went on. After some time, D even began praying to Jesus. He was reading God’s Word 

all on his own, and sometimes he would even teach me what he learned! It was such a special 

time that I look back on and I just smile. One night, we started talking about what it would mean 

for D to follow Jesus, and this is where things became a bit messy. You see, in D’s context, 

following Jesus was not something to be celebrated by his family, friends, or peers. In D’s 

context, he would be immediately shamed, ridiculed, and disowned by those he loves most. He 

would risk losing his job, being thrown into prison, or in his words, “my family would kill me if 

I did such a thing.” 

 This broke my heart, and it broke D’s. We talked through this for hours together, and D 

was truly counting the cost of following Jesus. He claimed that it just wouldn’t be possible for 

him to follow Jesus because the risk was too high. What he did next was something I had never 

seen before—he prayed to Jesus and told him that he believed Jesus was God, and that he even 

believed everything that he’d read in the Bible to be true. D then told Jesus, however, that he will 

never follow him, but then pleaded with Jesus to understand his situation. I sat there and listened 

to D plead his case before God as he explained to God that if he followed him, his life would be 

destroyed, and he could be killed. D then asked Jesus to remember this prayer when he enters 

eternity, because he hoped Jesus would understand his situation. And then he said, “amen.” 

 This prayer was gut-wrenching. D had counted the cost of following Christ and decided 

Jesus wasn’t worth it. Though D believed Jesus was God, he didn’t think Jesus was worth losing 

his life. And unless D chooses to follow Jesus, the reality is that Christ will remember D’s 

prayer, but he won’t remember D’s prayer in the way that D is hoping. Christ will remember that 

D chose not to take up his cross and follow him. D chose to save his life instead of risking losing 

it for Christ.  

I don’t tell this story in a tone that is to belittle D, and I certainly don’t tell this story so 

that you might think less of D. I tell this story in hopes of reminding you of what it looks like 

today for some of us to pick up our crosses, and to ask you to consider if you truly believe Jesus 

is worth it—even unto death? 

 

 

Read Matthew 16:1-28 together. 

 



Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

4. What is an example of when you might have “good” intentions, like Peter attempting to 

stop Jesus from laying down his life, that stand in the way of the will of God?  

5. When you read, “deny yourself”, in verse 24, what are the desires or treasures you have 

that are difficult for you to surrender? 

6. Do you believe Jesus is worth losing your life? Why or why not? 

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew 16:1-4 

 In Matthew’s telling of the gospel, there has been a rising tension from the Pharisees 

toward Jesus. So far, the Pharisees have questioned Jesus’ choice of company (Matthew 9:11). 

They’ve accused Jesus of casting out demons by doing the work of Satan (Matthew 9:34, 

Matthew 12:24). They’ve conspired against him, and they’ve plotted to destroy him (Matthew 

12:14). They’ve accused Jesus and his disciples of defiling Jewish tradition (Matthew 15:1-2). It 

is no secret that the Pharisees do not approve of Jesus or his teachings.  

 The Sadducees, however, are a group of people that Matthew has only referenced once 

before, and this was in Matthew chapter 3 when John the Baptist was baptizing his followers. 

Matthew only briefly mentioned them, but it remained clear that even then, the Sadducees were 

not favored in John’s eyes. In fact, John the Baptist even calls them a “brood of vipers” 

(Matthew 3:7). The Sadducees were an extremely wealthy, political, and religious group of 

Jewish people that essentially held power within all aspects of Jewish society. Some were even a 

part of the Sanhedrin, who will come to play a significant role in Jesus’ crucifixion. During the 

time of Christ, “the Sadducees controlled the two most important systems in Jewish society: The 

Jerusalem Temple and the Sanhedrin.”6 

 In verses 1-4, Matthew records a conversation that Jesus has with both the Pharisees and 

the Sadducees who seem to be joining forces to continue their attack on Jesus. Their demand for 

Jesus to show them a sign from Heaven is a test in which they’re hoping to trick Jesus into 

giving them evidence that they could hold against him.7 

 Jesus’ response to their demand for a sign reveals to the Pharisees and the Sadducees that 

they, according to Jesus, have all the signs they need. The Pharisees and Sadducees want a sign 

from Heaven, but Jesus begins to speak with them about the natural signs that they’ve already 

been given.  

 The Pharisees and Sadducees know how to interpret natural signs that have been given to 

them, yet they still demand more signs. They have what they need to know God but they still 

 
6 “Who Were the Sadducees in the Bible? Their Beliefs & Religion Explained.” 
7 Strauss, Fair, and Leston, Layman’s Bible Commentary, 8:76. 



rebel against him. Because of this, Jesus calls them an “evil and adulterous generation”. What’s 

interesting is this is not the first time Jesus has called them such a thing. In Matthew 12, a similar 

interaction unfolded between Jesus and the Pharisees. Some of the Pharisees asked Jesus for a 

sign, and Jesus responded by calling them an “evil and adulterous generation” then, too.  

In both Matthew 12 and Matthew 16, Jesus also explains that they will be given “the sign 

of Jonah.” The sign of Jonah is best explained in Matthew 12, when Jesus elaborates with the 

Pharisees about what the sign of Jonah is. He recalls the story of Jonah which the Pharisees 

should know very well, and says, “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 

of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” 

(Matthew 12:41). Jesus tells the Pharisees and Sadducees that they will receive a sign from 

Heaven, and it will be his death and resurrection. He will die and be buried for three days and 

three nights. In Matthew 12, Christ goes as far to say that the people of Nineveh will even 

condemn this current generation because they repented after Jonah’s preaching, but this current 

generation that Jesus is talking to has someone greater – it’s Jesus. This current generation has 

the Messiah before them, and they still don’t repent. After saying this to the Pharisees and 

Sadducees, Jesus leaves them. 

 

Matthew 16:5-12 

 Just before, the disciples were with Jesus when he performed a great miracle. Matthew 15 

tells of when Jesus was with a large crowd of over four thousand people. They had gathered to 

be with him for three whole days, and when it became time for the people to return to where they 

came from, Jesus had compassion on the crowd. He saw that they were hungry, but they had 

nothing to eat. Instead of sending the crowd away without food, he took seven loaves and a few 

small fish and, in his power, multiplied the food so that thousands of people could eat until they 

were full. By the end of their meal, the disciples were left with more bread than what they started 

with.  

 The irony is that shortly after witnessing Christ perform such a great miracle by 

multiplying bread to feed thousands, the disciples forgot bread for themselves. Is it not often that 

we, too, witness the glory and goodness of God but will so quickly forget the great things he’s 

done? Instead of focusing on the things of God, we become distracted by the things of this world. 

Jesus took this moment and decided to use it to share his wisdom with his disciples. He warns 

them and says to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 Instead of the disciples understanding that Christ was instructing them to take caution 

over the teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees, they are left confused and still concerned 

about the bread that they had forgotten. Jesus responds to them by challenging their way of 

thinking. He prompts them to remember the ways that he provided for them in the past – how he 

not only multiplied bread for them once, but twice! And he didn’t simply double the portions, or 

even triple it. He multiplied the bread so much so that thousands of people ate until they were 

fully satisfied.  

 He then expresses his frustration and concern to them by asking “How is it that you fail 

to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 

Sadducees.” Matthew says that it was then that the disciples became aware that Christ was 

warning them of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  

 

  



Matthew 16:13-20 

 When Jesus entered the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples two questions. 

The first question he asked them was, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” and they 

responded by sharing various suspicions and rumors about who others claim the Son of Man 

could be. They list names such as John the Baptist, Elijah, and Jeremiah. They also add that 

some think the Son of Man to even be one of the prophets.  

 Instead of Jesus focusing on these responses, he follows up with another, more important 

question. He asks, “But who do you say that I am?” and Peter responds with an answer that is 

utterly foundational to the Christian church. He responds with an answer that we, as believers, 

have all responded with. Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 

 Peter’s response is a response that we as believers all share in our hearts. It’s a response 

that unites us in the Church as a body of believers. What Jesus says to Peter after his confession 

is something that is true about all of us as believers. He blesses him and says that Peter’s 

understanding of this was not made possible by his own ability, rather, it was revealed to him by 

our Father. Peter’s understanding that Jesus is the Messiah is a true revelation from God. Like 

Peter, without God’s intervention we, too, are unable to understand the good news of the gospel 

that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus then tells Peter “on this rock I will build my church”.  

 There are a few things worth noting here. Some have come to understand this 

proclamation from Christ as a play on words because in the Greek language, Peter’s name would 

be extremely similar to the word, “rock”. The Greek word for Peter is petros and the Greek work 

for rock is petra. Both petros (masculine) and petra (feminine) mean “rock”. However, it’s 

possible that Jesus was speaking Aramaic, and in Aramaic the only word for rock is kepha.8 It 

seems, though, that Jesus is making a play on words considering Peter’s name literally means 

rock. 

 More importantly, though, Jesus makes a significant statement about Peter’s response. 

Peter said that Jesus is the Christ and that he is the Son of the Living God. Jesus says that this 

will be the foundation upon which his church will be built. The belief that Jesus is the Messiah is 

the epitome of our faith and without this understanding of who Jesus is, we are truly lost. We 

have no foundation. 

 Notice that Jesus uses the word, “church”. The word, “church” is used only once more in 

the book of Matthew (chapter 18), but typically in the book of Matthew when a community of 

messianic believers are being referenced, it’s described as the kingdom of heaven or kingdom of 

God. Jesus tells Peter that his church will be built on this foundational proclamation that Jesus is 

the Christ, Son of the Living God. It’s interesting he says this considering that churches haven’t 

really been established yet. There were Jewish synagogues, yes, but messianic communities of 

believers gathering to worship Jesus as God, no. Jesus is also creating a distinct separation 

between his church and the Jewish synagogue or temple. Remember that this is critical for 

Matthew, as he is writing to a group of believers who no longer meet at the Jewish temple 

because of their new faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  

 This church that Jesus is describing will be built on a rock—the belief that Jesus is the 

Christ and Son of the Living God. Because it will be built on this rock, Jesus declares that “the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In an excerpt from the Layman’s Bible Commentary, it 

says,  

 

 
8 Strauss, Fair, and Leston, 8:77. 



“The word used here that some versions of the Bible translate as ‘hell’ actually references 

another place – Hades – the realm of the dead or the underworld. Jesus is stating that not 

even death or the realm of the dead will prevail against this establishment of the church. 

This probably refers to His own imminent death (the next section in Matthew develops 

this), but some would include in His meaning the fact that death and martyrdom will not 

hinder the establishment and growth of the church.”9 

 

We know this to be true because Jesus died and his body was buried for three days in a tomb. 

However, he rose from the dead, effectively declaring his power over death and therefore 

bringing this statement about the gates of Hades not prevailing against his church into fruition! 

 The last thing that Jesus tells Peter is that he will give Peter the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and this essentially represents giving him authority. This is a very big deal to be given 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, but Jesus doesn’t stop there. Jesus then tells Peter what to do 

with those “keys.” Jesus does this by using terms that may not initially make a lot of sense to us 

initially, but with a brief understanding of Jewish culture we can hopefully gather what Jesus is 

telling Peter.  

 Binding and loosing are Hebrew expressions used to describe a few different things in 

Jewish culture. Binding and loosing were terms used in reference to whether people would be 

included or excluded within the community. On the day of Pentecost, we see Peter do exactly 

this. In Acts 2:14-40, Peter delivers the very first sermon to the Jewish crowd who then respond 

to the gospel by repenting and placing their faith in Jesus. This is the birth of the Christian 

church! Later, in Acts 10-11, Peter teaches that God is the God of all nations, and he then 

witnesses the conversion of the first Gentile believers as the Holy Spirit came down on the 

Gentiles. 

 Additionally, binding and loosing can also refer to establishing guidelines for the 

community to follow. Jesus is giving Peter and the apostles the authority to establish the church 

and the ways in which the church should function moving forward. 

 

Matthew 16:21-23 

 So far throughout Matthew’s recording of Jesus’ ministry, Jesus has primarily focused on 

ministering to the crowds—feeding the thousands, teaching in the synagogues, giving the sermon 

on the mount, etc. Matthew 16:21 is a significant turning point in Jesus’ ministry where he’s 

going to begin ministering more intimately with his disciples. Although he has alluded to his 

death and resurrection, this is the first time Christ has blatantly stated to his disciples that he will 

suffer, die, and rise again. Jesus will later give three more predictions of his death and 

resurrection - the others being Matthew 17:22-23, 20:17-19, and 26:2.  

 This was obviously shocking news for the disciples – especially for Peter, as they’re 

realizing for the first time that Christ will suffer and die. The sudden heartbreak that they must 

have felt in that moment when they learned such news was likely overwhelming and 

disheartening. This is Jesus we’re talking about—the one who has loved them perfectly, who has 

never sinned against them. He’s the one who is trustworthy, compassionate, and kind. He knows 

them deeper and better than they’ve ever been known before. He’s the Son of Man. He’s the 

Christ. He’s God.  

 Peter, who is clearly caught in a moment of distress and experiencing anticipatory grief 

for Jesus, responds to Jesus’ words with an opposition to what Jesus has said. It’s evidently clear 

 
9 Strauss, Fair, and Leston, 8:78. 



that Peter’s understanding of God’s will for Christ to be sacrificed for the sins of the world is still 

lacking. It’s easy for us to read this passage and then consider Peter to be an emotional and 

narrow-minded person who doesn’t want to submit to the will of God, but it’s hard to imagine us 

responding any differently. If my best friend was telling me that he was going to die, I would do 

everything in my power to prevent that from happening. But this is something so much more 

than someone’s closest friend saying that they will die—this is the Messiah speaking about 

something ordained by God. This is Jesus, who being sent by the Father, will take on the wrath 

of God on the cross so that mankind’s sin can be forgiven. Peter doesn’t understand that this is a 

nonnegotiable task. He is failing to see that the death of Christ is the will of God, and to oppose 

the will of God would be an act of wickedness.  

 Therefore, Jesus responds with such aggression to Peter. No matter how well-intentioned 

Peter’s heart was, Peter was attempting to prevent God’s will from taking place. Naturally, 

Jesus’ response was to rebuke Peter and teach him that if he chooses to stand in the way of God, 

then he is acting as a vessel for evil. Jesus calls Peter out on his mindset and says that he is not 

focusing on the things of God, but instead on things of man.  

 It’s tempting for us as believers to forget the complexity of the will of God. We can get 

caught up in our trials, concerns, and challenges. We quickly exchange our submission to God’s 

will for our own personal desires and wishes – even when we think they’re well-intended. Like 

Peter, even when we may believe we have good intentions, if we stand in the way of God then 

our intentions can’t be good. Our God is good, therefore everything he does is good. And if 

everything God does is good, then when we feel the need to challenge him, we must realize we 

do not have adequate judgment for what is good. This is where we must pray for the Spirit to 

humble us and teach us to submit to God’s will which we may never fully understand. Like 

Peter, we must learn that God may call for radical things and when he does, we must trust him 

and believe that he is good.  

 

Matthew 16:24-28 

 After Jesus reveals his radical nature of ministry that will lead to his own suffering, 

death, and resurrection, he then reveals his radical calling of anyone that follows him. He 

instructs them to deny themselves and to take up their crosses. Think about what this must have 

been like for the disciples – to learn that not only is Jesus saying he must suffer and die, but now 

they also might suffer and die. Imagine the tension they must have been feeling in their hearts – 

Jesus, whom they’ve grown to love and trust is now telling them that following him will come at 

such a cost that it may even require the loss of their very lives.  

 Jesus tells his disciples that if anyone should follow him, they should deny themselves. 

It’s almost as if we can see the impact that this conversation had on Peter specifically when we 

read the synonymous message of 1 Peter. In chapter 4:1-2, Peter writes, “Since therefore Christ 

suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in 

the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 

human passions but for the will of God.” We as humans are deeply inclined to pursue joys and 

pleasures in other things. Even as believers, sometimes we can look at Christ but then look at the 

comfort of this world and say in our hearts and with our actions that, “Jesus isn’t enough”. The 

irony, though, is that choosing Christ over worldly pleasures is a true privilege. On the topic of 

denying oneself, John Piper teaches that “the call for self-denial teaches the pursuit of 

satisfaction in God.”10 Remember, believer, that the man sold all he had for the field with the 

 
10 “Deny Yourself for Greater Joy.” 



treasure buried in it. Remember, believer, that the merchant sold all he had for the priceless 

pearl. Jesus is far greater than anything in this world, and when we fail to believe that, we ought 

to call on Holy Spirit to help us believe. In doing so, we deny ourselves. 

Now to take up our cross, this is an even more radical cost of following Jesus. The cross 

was not an unfamiliar death for the disciples or for the 1st century believers that Matthew was 

writing to. The cross leads to eventual death - there is no doubt about that. Jesus is calling his 

followers for martyrdom, and even today, he is still calling for martyrdom. Some might read this 

and say, “That’s crazy. How can a good God call for the death of those he loves?” In response to 

that, I’d say our God is perfect, though. And if our God is perfect, then he can’t sin against us. 

And if he can’t sin against us, then we can trust him. If we can trust him, then we can do 

everything he says without question—including him calling us to lay down our lives for him, and 

according to Jesus in verse 27, those who choose to save their own lives while denying him will 

surely be judged according to what they’ve done.  

Life is a valuable and precious thing, but Jesus says that if we attempt to keep it and, in 

return, lose our soul, what good is our life? Instead, Jesus says that if we lose our life for the sake 

of Christ then we will surely find it. God may be calling you or your children to move to a place 

where life itself is on the line. This is a reality that we as believers must face, but Christ’s 

reassuring words promise us that if we lose our life for his sake, then we will find it. Praise God 

for this comforting truth. 

In the final verse of this chapter, Jesus foreshadows the transfiguration. In Greek, this 

word for “kingdom” can also be translated “royal splendor”. In only a few days after this 

conversation, three of the disciples, James, John, and Peter would be taken atop a mountain to 

see Christ in all his glory which is recorded in the next chapter, Matthew 17. 

 

 

The Main Point  

Following Jesus is the greatest privilege, but it comes at a high cost. Ultimately, Jesus is 

worth it. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Matthew 12:38-41 – Jesus elaborates on the sign of Jonah 

• 1 Peter 4:1-2 – We are challenged to suffer in the flesh and deny our flesh of human 

passions 

• Matthew 13:44-46 – The parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Value 

• Acts 2:14-40 – Peter delivers first sermon to Jewish crowd 

• Acts 10-11 – Peter teaches that God is the God of all nations, and Gentiles receive Holy 

Spirit 

• Luke 14 – The cost of discipleship 

  



Week 13 

Matthew 17:1-27 – The Transfiguration 

By Harvey Edwards, IV 

 

Introduction 

  I have an acquaintance named Jason Curry who occasionally posts something on social 

media to the effect of, “We prefer to think of Jesus as a baby or on a cross. We don’t like to 

acknowledge that he is the king of creation.” His point is that in our flesh, we don’t want to see 

Jesus as king. This can be for a couple reasons. First, we want to be god of our own lives. A 

seemingly weak image of Jesus makes it easier for us to fool ourselves into thinking of him as a 

consultant rather than one to whom we owe our allegiance. Second, minimizing Jesus makes it 

easier for us to minimize our sin. But the Bible does not let us flatten Jesus. The transfiguration 

confronts us with the reality that although Jesus takes on flesh and humbles himself even to the 

point of a dishonorable death on a cross, he never ceases to be the eternal of Son of God. We 

can’t have him as consultant because he is the king. And it is knowledge of his identity as both 

the Lion and the Lamb that shows us our desperate need for his grace and mercy and allows us to 

understand the magnitude of his love for us. The more we understand this, the more certain we 

become that we wouldn’t want it any other way.   

 

 

Read Matthew 17:1-27 together. 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does (Father, Son, and 

Spirit)? 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. In the transfiguration, the disciples are given a glimpse of the unveiled glory of Jesus. 

When you think about Jesus, do you think about his glory and power? 

2. Why is it important for us to remember Jesus’ power and glory alongside his humility in 

taking on flesh? Why do the Scriptures portray him as the Lion and the Lamb? 

3. What makes it difficult to hold to faith in Jesus? How does the Lord provide for and 

sustain our faith? 

 

 

Commentary 

In Matthew 16:21, Matthew shows Jesus transitioning from his public ministry to 

preparing his disciples for his crucifixion. In 16:28, he told them, “Truly, I say to you, there are 

some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his 

kingdom.” Matthew 17 shows us what Jesus means by this statement. Six days later, Jesus takes 

Peter, James, and John up to a high mountain. Throughout Scripture, important things often 

happen on mountaintops. The setting of this event should evoke thoughts of Israel’s encounter 



with the Lord in the wilderness at Mount Sinai, particularly when we notice the timing of the 

ascent and when we see who shows up on top of the mountain. In Exodus 24:15-18 we read,  

 

“15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 

glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of 

the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of 

the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses 

was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” 

 

 With the note that a mountaintop experience involving Moses occurred six days after 

Jesus’ statement about the coming of the Son of Man and the kingdom, Matthew clues us into the 

Old Testament fulfillment that is coming through Jesus. As we will see, he is the prophet like 

Moses, the Messiah that Israel is looking for.  

As they arrive at the mountaintop, Jesus is transfigured. The disciples are given a glimpse 

of the glory of Jesus. Alongside Jesus, Moses and Elijah appear, representatives of the Old 

Testament. Remember the Old Testament was often referred to as the Law and the Prophets. 

Here we have Moses, the one who received the law, and the prophet Elijah, one who according 

to Malachi 4:5 would return as a precursor to the Messiah. Something obviously important is 

happening, but the disciples don’t understand it right away. Peter responds by wanting to set up 

tents for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah. But a prolonged physical presence is not what God had in 

store here. God the Father interrupts Peter, appearing in a voice from a cloud, saying, “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). The disciples fall 

on their faces in fear.  

Like at Jesus’ baptism before his public ministry, the Father pronounces the identity of 

Jesus as his beloved Son in whom he is well pleased. What is new this time is the explicit call for 

the disciples to listen to him. This probably has to do with what Jesus is about to do—lay down 

his life at the crucifixion—and the doubt that might instill about Jesus’ identity. That the 

Messiah, God’s chosen king for his people, would suffer such a dishonorable death was not what 

the Jewish people expected and indeed was a stumbling block to many later on just as predicted 

in Isaiah 8:14. Here the Father prepares the disciples for the crowning moment of Jesus’ 

mission—his death and resurrection.  

In addition, this call from the mountaintop in the presence of Moses to listen to Jesus 

brings to mind the expectation that the Messiah would be a prophet like Moses, only better. In 

Deuteronomy 18:18 we read, “18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 

brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 

him.” Jesus is the one who speaks the words of God to his people because he is God—he is God 

the Son. He is the prophet to whom God’s people would listen because he would free them from 

sin and death and enable them by his Spirit to hear and obey the Lord. Jesus is fulfilling this Old 

Testament expectations. We know the Jewish people understood this Old Testament expectation 

from Deuteronomy 18 about the Messiah being a prophet like Moses because of what happens in 

John 6:14-15 after Jesus feeds the five thousand. It says,  

 

 

 



“14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the Prophet 

who is to come into the world!’  
15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.” 

 

 They sought to make Jesus king because the prophet like Moses would be the Messiah, 

the true king of Israel. At the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John have seen the Son of Man 

coming in his kingdom—they have seen a glimpse of the glory of King Jesus. 

Then Jesus tenderly comforts his terrified disciples. He touches them and tells them to 

rise and have no fear. As they lift up their eyes, the transfiguration is over. They only see Jesus. 

They have had a glimpse of his glory so that in time they may understand who he is and what he 

is doing. As they descend the mountain, Jesus instructs them to tell no one of the vision they had 

until the Son of Man is raised from the dead. This is probably because Jesus must lay down his 

life, and they should not interfere with that, and because they do not yet truly understand what 

Jesus is accomplishing. We see this when they ask the question, “Then why do the scribes say 

that first Elijah must come?” (Matthew 17:10). They are referring to Malachi 4:5-6,  

 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord 

comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children 

to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction. 

 

Jesus tells them Elijah has come, but people did not recognize him and did whatever they 

pleased to him—putting him to death. Jesus says the Son of Man, he himself, must also suffer at 

the hands of his people. When he says this, the disciples understand that Jesus is talking about 

John the Baptist. As we discussed in Matthew 3, John the Baptist is fulfilling the role of Elijah—

the voice crying out in the wilderness and preparing the way of the Lord. He preached a message 

of repentance in preparation for Jesus and the kingdom he is bringing. 

After this demonstration of his identity, Jesus and his disciples come upon a man who 

begs Jesus to heal his son, informing Jesus that the disciples were unable to help him. Jesus 

rebukes the people and the disciples, calling them a faithless and twisted generation. He then 

heals the boy by casting a demon out of him. 

The disciples ask Jesus why they could not heal the man, and he tells them it is because 

of their lack of faith. But to make it clear that it is not lack of strength in their faith, but their 

actual lack of faith, Jesus tells them that if they even had faith like the grain of a mustard seed, a 

tiny amount, they would be able to move mountains. What everyone needs, including the 

disciples, is faith in Jesus. With faith, nothing is impossible. This does not mean that faith will 

get us whatever we ask for, but rather all those things that are asked for in faith in accordance 

with the will of God are possible.  

Matthew then tells us that Jesus informs his disciples again of his coming death and 

resurrection. We are told that they are greatly distressed. They still do not understand what Jesus 

has come to do. Jesus is accomplishing something greater than their temporary earthly hopes. 

Jesus is rescuing his people from sin and death and establishing an eternal kingdom. 

This is evidenced in 17:24-27 and the discussions on the temple tax. When asked whether 

Jesus pays the temple tax, Peter answers that Jesus does. Jesus does not unnecessarily upset 

people. But when Peter asks Jesus about this, Jesus tells him that those who belong to the 

kingdom are free from these taxes because they are sons of God. What Jesus is accomplishing is 



far greater than any earthly kingdom or system, even the Old Testament law, for the law merely 

points God’s people to Jesus and the kingdom he is bringing. 

 Throughout chapter 17, we are given a glimpse of Jesus’ glory and what he is 

accomplishing through his life, death and resurrection—the bringing of God’s kingdom to earth. 

We should be a people who see Jesus for who he is, the fulfillment of all of the Old Testament 

expectations and the fulfillment of all of God’s promises. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God who 

is setting all things right. There is no other proper response but to listen to him—to have faith 

that he is who he says he is and to walk in faithful obedience to him.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of all of God’s promises. He is the beloved Son of 

God in whom the Father is well pleased, and we should listen and respond to him.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Deuteronomy 18:18 – Jesus is the expected prophet like Moses to whom God’s people 

will listen.  

• John 6:14-15 – The people expect the prophet like Moses to be the Christ, God’s chosen 

king for his people.  

• Malachi 4:5-6 – The expectation for the coming of Elijah, who prepares the way of the 

Lord. John the Baptist fulfills this expectation. 

• Revelation 21:22-23 – Jesus is like a shining lamp such that the New Jerusalem needs no 

sun or moon to shine on it.  

 

  



Week 14 

Matthew 18:1-35 – Humility and Forgiveness 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 Humility and forgiveness are two qualities—maybe I should call them traits since 

Christians are new creations—of every follower of Christ. As Christians, we may not always 

display them as we should, but on some level, they must be present. Christ’s example of humility 

is best described in Philippians 2:1-10. 

 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking 

the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 

him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

This is the best description of what it means to be humble. Jesus, God the Son, stepped out of 

heaven and onto earth, in the form of a man, in order that through doing so, he could reconcile a 

lost and dying world to God the Father through his perfect sacrifice. I often find it hard to let 

people merge in traffic, much less go out of my way so that the flow of traffic might be more 

efficient. Yet, here we see Jesus go above and beyond in order to deliver sinful man to the 

Father. 

 And not only did he do that, but he also empowers his followers to go and do likewise. 

He commands his church to live a life of humility and forgiveness in order that we too might be 

able to take part in his mission of reconciliation. How enormous is that?! Let that sit for a while. 

Do you feel the weightiness of the challenge to try and be perfect all the time in order that you 

could lead others to Christ? But that’s the thing, we cannot be perfect in the same way that Jesus 

is perfect. We cannot live a sinless life and offer our lives as a ransom for others. However, we 

can walk, empowered by the Holy Spirit, in the good works that he has prepared for us to walk in 

(Ephesians 2:9-10). And by doing so, we walk humbly knowing that the forgiveness we have 

received came at great cost to the Father. We know that this is a gift to be received not a merit to 

be earned. God’s people, the forgiven, are to walk in humility and extend forgiveness to a lost 

and dying world to the glory of God. 

 

 

  



Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Take some time and share your salvation story with the group. How did you come to 

faith? What is God currently doing in your life? 

2. What does forgiveness look like to you? Are you quick to ask for forgiveness? To extend 

forgiveness to others? 

3. Has there ever been a time in your life that you were drifting away and God used 

someone or several someones to bring you back? If you don’t mind, would you share that 

with the group? You don’t have to share the parts that are best shared in a smaller crowd. 

How was it that they approached you? What did they do well? 

4. Have you ever sought out someone that needed to be restored to the church? How did it 

go? Would you change your approach? 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 18:1-35. 

 

Commentary 

 Humility and forgiveness. The latter is fueled by the former, and yet, they both seem to 

feed into each other. According to dictionary.com, humility can be defined as “a modest or low 

view of one's own importance; humbleness.” In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis defines 

humility as “not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” Taking both of these 

definitions into account would lead us to conclude that humility can only come about when a 

person realizes that they are but a small part of the grander plan. This smallness isn’t meant to 

drive a person into an apathetic or nihilistic state, but a state of wonder and awe. Knowing that 

we were made for much more than just living day in and day out should drive us to our knees in 

worshiping our Creator. Many times in our lives, this realization comes at the price of our 

comfort. Maybe something important to us has just fallen apart, a relationship maybe, or it could 

be that sickness has struck at a less than opportune time. When we go through these times of trial 

and tribulation, we cannot help but ponder that question…If I am not in charge of all that I 

thought I had created, then who is? It is often through this question that, by God’s grace, his 

Holy Spirit steps in to shed some light on our dilemma. Jesus says that we are drawn to him by 

the Holy Spirit. When that happens, and we are able to hear the good news of the gospel (that 

Jesus came to deliver us from our sinful state), we then have the opportunity to repent and be 

forgiven on the merits of Jesus and his work on the cross and in the grave. This means we are no 

longer held under the penalty of our sins against him. This process should create in us a sense of 

humility because this is something that we could not have achieved on our own nor did we 

deserve. Each time we sin, we know that God has forgiven us in Christ, yet we come before him 

humbly and repent once again because we know that he is faithful and just to forgive us of our 

sins (1 John 1:9) and to cleanse us from our guilt. 



 This chapter is just that, a demonstration of humility and forgiveness. The first part is 

brought on by a question asked by “the disciples.” Thankfully for us, the name is not given as to 

who it was that voiced the question. I think the reasoning there is that it really doesn’t matter 

which disciple was asking it. It was posed as if it could have been any of them. Then Jesus, being 

gracious and kind, brings in a small child to illustrate for them what true greatness in the 

kingdom should look like for a disciple. The next question is asked by Peter in verse 21. One of 

the character traits that Peter possessed was simply his eagerness to be the example for the rest of 

the group. I mean, I am kind of kidding…but kind of not. It seems that he is always asking the 

questions that maybe the others might have wanted to ask but were too afraid of what might 

come after. We cannot be certain. What is certain is the next fourteen verses deal with 

forgiveness and the great lengths to which we should go in order to seek forgiveness and extend 

forgiveness. After all, forgiveness stems from humility and humility is also a response to being 

forgiven. 

 

Matthew 18:1-4 

 Going from city to city and town to town, the disciples have witnessed Jesus display an 

unending supply of mercy and grace toward those that others’ may have believed did not deserve 

it. They also have seen and heard his interactions with the Pharisees and other religious leaders, 

condemning them for their hypocrisy and arrogance. Instead of loving and leading the people, 

the religious leaders were selfishly loving themselves and leading others astray. The disciples 

had witnessed Jesus raise the dead, heal the sick, and multiply food. They’d even done a few of 

those same things themselves. Yet, they still had trouble understanding what Jesus was calling 

them into—a life of humility. Putting others’ needs above their own. A life of love and service to 

God. But come to think of it, I guess I am less frustrated with them and more encouraged. Think 

about it…Jesus chose these men to be the first disciples to take the gospel to the world. THESE 

guys! Not them in the future after they understood everything. He chose them when they didn’t 

get it. He loved them. He taught them. He guided them by his grace and mercy, as only the Good 

Shepherd could. And now, when his time with them was about to come to a close, he was asked 

the question, “who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” This interaction came on the heels 

of Jesus being asked about his paying the temple tax (John 17:24-27). In that interaction, Jesus 

asks Peter who it is that the “kings of the land take toll or tax,” theirs sons or their slaves? Peter 

responds with the slaves. Peter also has been singled out while on the road in Matthew 16:13-20, 

he confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One. Then, in Matthew 17:1-13 Peter, James, 

and John are taken up to the mountain to witness the Transfiguration. So, it could be that after 

hearing that they were “sons” of “the king,” Peter appearing to have been placed before the 

others, and then the three of them taken up, the rest of the disciples just wanted to get to the 

bottom of it all. Who really is the greatest among them? 

 Have you ever asked that question? Maybe not with the same words. Maybe for us it 

sounds more like, why is it that “they” seem to have all the things that “they” could ever ask for? 

Why is it that those things never seem to happen for me? It seems that I have been faithful for 

years and, for whatever reason, I can never seem to catch a break…why God? We all like to feel 

important, don’t we? We like places of recognition. Even if we say that we prefer to not be in the 

spotlight, we still prefer to be the one calling the shots…or at least we want to be ONE of the 

ones that call the shots, right? But is that the way of Jesus? He teaches his disciples that they are 

not to be like the scribes and other religious leaders. Those that follow Christ are called to a life 

of humility. Matthew 23:11-12 says, “11 The greatest among you shall be your servant.12 



Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Instead 

of asking who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, they should’ve been paying closer 

attention to the teachings of Jesus. He was serving those around him. Paul makes similar 

comments in his letter to the Church of Philippi when he encourages them to have the mind of 

Christ, (Phil 2:3-8). 

 
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 

to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 

Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 

 If we are to be found faithful and obedient to what God is calling us to, we must be 

changed by his Holy Spirit and learn from the example of Jesus through his written word. 

Forgiveness brings humility. 

 Jesus makes a pretty profound claim in verses 3-4. He tells his disciples that if they want 

to make it to heaven, then they have to become like little children. It would be easy for us to stop 

here and just mandate that we keep all of the church practices simple and surface level, following 

with blind faith. However, I don’t think that is what Jesus is getting at here. What I think we are 

to see here is that just like children are dependent on the parents and other adults to give them 

everything they need, followers of Christ are to be dependent on him to give them the things they 

need as well (Sproul p. 530). Just as children tend to take their parents at their word, followers of 

Christ are to take him at his word. He has always been faithful and will continue to be faithful. 

But, before someone can take him at his word, they must receive THE Word. They must be born 

again. Jesus had this discussion with Nicodemus in John 3. Nicodemus came to him at night 

searching for answers. Jesus, read through his façade and spoke right to the heart of the matter. 

John 3:3 says, “3 Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.’” What Jesus told Nicodemus is the same thing he is telling his 

disciples—if they desire to be with him in heaven, they must be totally dependent on him. This is 

a prerequisite for a life that is pleasing to God. If we are to live humbly and live in a manner 

worthy of being called a child of God, we have to repent and turn to God through Christ’s 

sacrifice. 

 

Matthew 18:5-10 

 Jesus’ words in verses 5-6 should cause us to consider our teachings and our motivations 

in leading others. He says that by receiving one of the little children, we are essentially receiving 

him. These little children that he is talking about here are the new believers that have recently 

come to faith. We should seek out opportunities to help them grow in their understanding of the 

Scriptures and in their obedience to God. It is a simple process to be followed. When someone 

comes to faith, those of us that have walked with Jesus longer—even if only a day—should be 

the first to come alongside them in helping them grow in their faith. Following Christ means that 

we will have the opportunity to make disciples (Matthew 28:16-20), in word and deed. It is a 

simple but serious thing. What I hope we understand here is that we should pay close attention to 

our teaching.  In the book of James, James tells his readers that becoming a teacher is not 



something that everyone should seek out because of the greater measure of judgment that comes 

along with it (James 3:1). Yet, Jesus commands it of his followers. It’s not that we should be 

scared to teach others, that’s not what I am attempting to communicate here. Rather, we should 

be sure that we aren’t leading people astray. I believe that a great application of learning to lead 

others faithfully is to be a faithful member of a local church. Submitting to the local church, to 

one another in love, is a helpful guardrail in learning to faithfully teach others. Learning from the 

leadership. Serving the members of that congregation. Living in community with one another. 

These are all great ways that we can practice leading and also be held accountable to the truths of 

Scripture. 

 On the flipside of this argument is the inverse. Jesus says for those that lead his little 

children astray, it would be better for them to not be alive. He uses an illustration of them tying 

themselves to a heavy stone and tossing it into the sea…essentially killing themselves. Many 

times throughout the Scriptures, Jesus used extremes to point to truths that the hearers of that day 

could relate to. I am 100% certain Jesus is not condoning murder nor is he encouraging self-harm 

of any kind in these verses or those that follow. What he is trying to get across to his disciples is 

that they should be careful when teaching others. They need to stick to the Scriptures and lead in 

the way that he has shown them. 

 The next section of Scripture (18:7-10) deals with the severity of sin in our own lives. 

God went to great lengths to deliver the world from the bondage of sin and he expects the same 

from us. This is the second time that Matthew records this illustration being used by Jesus. He 

did it first in Matthew 5:29-30 that we covered in the fall of 2022. In the second of the two, Jesus 

adds in the foot as an offender as well. It is important to see what Jesus is really saying. This is 

much like what Jesus said in Luke 14 when dealing with love for God versus love for others. 

Luke 14:26 says, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 

wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 

Now, is Jesus saying that a person must actually hate someone? No. He is using hyperbole. We 

are never meant to hate anyone. It is similar to saying something like, “it’s raining cats and dogs 

outside,” when it is raining really hard. Is it ACTUALLY raining cats and dogs? Are animals 

literally falling from the sky? No. And no one actually thinks that when they hear it. They 

understand it to be hyperbolic. Here, in verses 7-10, Jesus is not intending that anyone would 

ever pluck out their eyes, cut off their hands or feet, or perform any other type of self-harm. 

What he is getting at is that we are to go to great lengths to remove the temptations of sin in our 

lives. Even though we are not being called to cut off limbs or pluck out eyes, I think that we can 

go to great extremes to keep ourselves from being tempted. Do you struggle with gossip? Don’t 

go around “the water cooler” at work. Steer clear of those opportunities when you may be 

tempted to take part. Do you struggle with substance abuse like alcohol or something similar? Do 

not go to places that primarily sell alcohol. Do you struggle with pornography? Get rid of the 

internet at your house. “Whoa Aaron! Don’t you think you are taking this a little too far? I mean, 

who can live like that in 2023?” This may sound extreme, but honestly, would it not be better to 

make these choices now and grow in our faith than it would for us to continue in sin and drift 

further from the Lord?! And yes, I know that some might say that it’s not enough just to get rid 

of the THING in your life, you must get at the root. Yes, I agree. I also believe this is another 

great opportunity for us to find encouragement and accountability from the local church. We 

were never meant to walk this faith journey alone. In his letter to the Churches of Galatia, Paul 

tells them that they should look to encourage one another by bearing one another’s burdens 

(Galatians 6:2), while at the same time, they were to also bear their own load (Galatians 6:4). An 



illustration of someone carrying their own load can be thought of like a husband caring for his 

wife, or parents caring for their children. A burden is something like an unexpected turn of 

events that could have led to that family losing their home. The load is meant to be shouldered 

day in and day out. The burden is meant to be shared to prevent bitterness from growing. 

Followers of Christ will go to great lengths to prevent sin from growing in their own lives and in 

the lives of others as well. 

 

Matthew 18:10-14 

 God is in pursuit of his children. Do you believe that? I mean, actually. That is really 

good news! He does not want even one person to perish. This did not start when he sent his Son 

to earth. It began in Genesis when he would come down and walk in the garden with Adam and 

Eve. It continued as he called Abraham and made him to be the father of many nations, watched 

over and protected Joseph in Egypt, led his people out of Egypt with Moses, empowered David 

to kill Goliath, and pursued his people through the prophets during the dispersion. In verses 10-

14, we read the famous illustration of the shepherd leaving the 99 sheep in order to find the one 

sheep that had wandered off. RC Sproul points out in his commentary that sheep are not smart 

animals. When they wander off, it is probably not something that they intended to do. Much like 

us when we wander away from the Lord, we never intend to walk away from the fellowship. But 

one small decision can lead to other small decisions that can lead to another and another. If we 

are not in community with other believers who are consistent in their care for one another, it is 

easy for us to stray. If we are not brought under the submission of God through his Scripture, 

what may have begun as a small misunderstanding involving a certain text can lead to a painful 

rebellion against God and his Word, or even a total rejection of God’s Word that reveals 

someone was not in the faith.  Some call this a “deconversion experience.” But there is no such 

thing as deconverting. Those who truly reject God were never his. Let us be proactive and submit 

to the local church body and the leadership so that we might be better prepared against 

wandering. And like that shepherd, let us seek to help wandering sheep find their way back to the 

Good Shepherd. In the end, there is much rejoicing that takes place when that one sheep returns 

(Luke 15:6-7). 

 

Matthew 18:15-35 

 Forgiveness is a total change of heart that can only take place by the Spirit’s ongoing 

work in a person’s life. The rest of this chapter speaks directly to followers of Christ when they 

have been sinned against. The forgiven (followers of Christ) should be the ones that lead in 

forgiveness. Read that last sentence again, but read it aloud. How does that make you feel? What 

emotions are drawn out of you when you hear yourself say that because you are forgiven, you 

should lead in forgiving others? What if that other person has no idea that they have wronged 

me? What if it was unintentional? We like to justify it, don't we? Jesus spoke to this when he was 

teaching about prayer in chapter 6, “14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses.” The teaching here is that by withholding forgiveness, we are 

proving that we haven’t truly repented. By withholding forgiveness, we are saying that we are 

the judge of the situation and we place ourselves in a place of authority that we were never meant 

to be. This can also be seen as pride, which coincidentally is the opposite of humility. We cannot 

fully understand what it means to be forgiven if we are harboring pride in our hearts. We must 



take this to the Father, through Jesus’ finished work, and empowered by the Holy Spirit in order 

that we can be forgiven and go on to forgive others as well. 

Matthew 18:15-20 is and has been dealt with for many years. It deals with the church’s 

response to unrepentant sin and outlines for her the steps that should be taken to, hopefully, lead 

the sinner to restoration with God and the local church. First, if someone sins against me, I am to 

go to them directly and talk with them about the situation. I am not to go to someone else and 

talk about the person or the situation. We should not be quick to pull the proverbial trigger here 

and “put them on blast” just because our feelings were hurt by something they said. After all, 

there are times when we give offense and when we take offense (Sproul pg. 547). This means 

that if we have a conversation and I say something that is not intended to hurt anyone, but 

someone does get their feelings hurt, this is them taking offense with something that has been 

said. For example, let’s say that we are walking through Scripture and we get to the topic of 

anger or greed. As we walk through those verses, you may feel the sting of conviction. Instead of 

repenting and moving on with it, you decide to take issue with the verses being preached and 

take offense. In this case, I am not under obligation to ask for forgiveness. However, if I said 

something off the cuff and it came across sideways, then I should apologize for the way it came 

across. Whereas, if I am in conversation with you, and while already a bit irritated, I say 

something intentionally hurtful because I want you to feel the pain that I feel, then I have given 

offense and I am in need of repenting. I need to ask you for forgiveness. A few questions we 

should ask when feelings are involved are, “Am I offended because of what was said or how it 

was said? Do I have some blame in this situation? Is this characteristic in my life?” Asking those 

questions of ourselves and of other godly men and women about us, will help steer us in the right 

direction.  Is it a private offense? Handle it privately. If it was a public offense, then you may 

need to handle it publicly. In the end, we cannot and should not always be walking around with 

our fuses half lit waiting to blow up on someone. The Bible says that “love covers a multitude of 

sins,” (1 Peter 4:8). This means that we should seek the wellbeing of others and believe the best 

of them in every situation. 

Before moving on, it is important to note here that Jesus specifically refers to this person 

as a “brother.” This isn’t to say that it only refers to men. The word used is to communicate a 

familial bond, whether male or female. It is such a sad thing to hear and see people within the 

church tearing one another down. The grace of Jesus is poured upon us all. We are all in need of 

repentance. We are all in need of his grace and mercy. We should be quick to reconcile with our 

brothers and sisters most of all. 

 Second, if after we have gone directly to them and they still are unrepentant, then we are 

to take another person or two in order that, as a collective, that person might come to reason and 

repent. What Jesus intends us to do in this situation is involve the church. Not yet the entire 

church, but other members of the church...specifically, the local church. Godly people seeking 

the welfare of other godly people. This is not being written to nor intended for use outside of the 

church. If we are offended, or sinned against, by someone who is not a believer, we are not to go 

and get the elders of the church to call them to repent. However, if this person is within the local 

church, then it is within the realm of possibility that you involve the elders of the church. 

However, I think a better route might be a couple people from your community group or circle of 

friends. The closer the circle, the less the chance of collateral damage if there is fallout. 

 Third, if they still will not listen, then it is to come before the local church gathered. Once 

again, the end goal here is not embarrassment, but repentance and restoration. The Church is set 

apart from the world so that the world might see a difference. Then through that difference, come 



to know the one true God. One of the ways that we as believers are different from the world is 

how we handle the public discipline of our congregation. We are not to turn this person into a 

meme nor are we to seek to destroy them publicly. What the Scriptures point to is personal and 

corporate holiness, (Platt pg. 547). Much like we should go to great lengths to keep from 

temptation, we are to go to great lengths to restore a brother or sister. Holiness matters to God. 

Holiness should matter to the church. 

 Finally, if they are still unwilling to repent, they are to be treated as an unbeliever. In his 

letter to the Church of Corinth, Paul instructs them about a certain man that had been sleeping 

with his father’s wife, (1 Corinthians 5:1-5). He says that they should “deliver this man to Satan 

for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.” Why does 

he say this? Why should they do this hard and extreme thing? Because of what he says at the 

end—so that, in the end, this action might bring him to repentance and restoration to the 

fellowship. In Genesis 4, we read of the first murder recorded in Scripture. Adam and Eve have 

two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain is jealous of Abel, because God received Abel’s sacrifice and did 

not receive Cain’s. Instead of seeking God, Cain allowed his jealousy to grow into bitterness that 

led to Cain killing his brother. God came and asked Cain where his brother was. Did God not 

know? Yes, God knew exactly what had taken place. But just as he had done with Cain’s parents, 

he was now giving Cain an opportunity to confess and repent. Genesis 4:9, “9 Then the Lord said 

to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?’” We 

are to understand that as followers of Christ, we are our brother’s keeper. We are to care deeply 

for our brothers and sisters in Christ. If they sin, whether it be against us or in some other way, 

we are to work diligently that they might be restored to the Lord. Church discipline is good and 

right. It should be practiced with much prayer, grace, and mercy. Why? Because God is in 

pursuit of his children and, because of that, so should we. 

 Lastly, Jesus wraps up this chapter with a parable about an unforgiving servant. The 

parable begins with a king that wanted to call in the debts that were owed to him by a certain 

servant. And it was an ENORMOUS amount of money. Some scholars point to the amount being 

close to millions or billions. The point is, he could NOT pay it back even if he worked the rest of 

his life. This was a large debt. So, the king has called in his debt. What is he to do? He can’t pay. 

So he begs. Although the king is about to throw his family into prison and sell off his property, 

he has a change of heart and forgives the debt. This large IOU was ripped to shreds and the 

servant is a free man, (Sproul pg, 554). And wouldn’t you know it? The first place this servant 

goes is to call in a debt someone owed him. The debt owed to him was much MUCH smaller 

than the debt he previously owed. But instead of forgiving the debt owed to him, he begins to 

choke and harass this person. Word gets back to the king and the king is furious. He condemns 

the servant for not showing compassion. Because of his unwillingness to show compassion, the 

king throws him into prison until he should pay ALL the debt that he had previously forgiven. 

Which means what? He’s never getting out. 

 Jesus tells this parable because Peter, the mouthpiece of the original twelve, asks Jesus 

how many times he has to forgive someone that sins against him. The law was three times. Peter 

suggests seven, you know…because he is super spiritual. Then Jesus slaps him with seventy-

seven times (some translations say seventy times seven). What Jesus is getting at here is not the 

amount of times we should forgive someone for the sins they commit toward us, but that we 

should have hearts of forgiveness because of the great debt that we have been forgiven. And if 

we have a problem with that, Jesus says that God won’t forgive us if we are unwilling to forgive 

others. #YIKES. Since we have received extravagant grace from God through Jesus, we should 



be the first to extend extravagant grace to others (Platt pg. 246). If we fail to forgive others, it 

proves that we haven’t truly been forgiven. 

 

 As we wrap up our week, let’s be reminded that God does not want anyone to perish, but 

desires for everyone to believe in Jesus and repent of their sins. God also wants us to love him 

above all else, and love others as we would love ourselves. As followers of Christ, being born 

again, we are concerned with personal holiness (Platt, pg. 239). We should go to great lengths to 

keep ourselves from sin. As members of the local church, the body of believers, we should be 

equally concerned with the holiness of our brothers and sisters (1 Corinthians 12:15-31). We 

should go to equally great lengths to keep them from sin, and when they fall and begin to drift, 

we are commanded to go and work to restore them. In the end, why does this matter? Why 

should we work diligently so that our brothers and sisters might grow in their faithfulness to 

God? Because that’s what Jesus did for us and continues to do in and through us. He came to do 

for us what we could not do for ourselves. Through his Holy Spirit and the reading of the word, 

he continues to work in us so that our hearts will continually change and be shaped to look more 

and more like his (Romans 12:1-2). Let us be a people that seeks to see others be born again, 

living lives of humility and service to the Lord. Let us be a people that are concerned with the 

spiritual growth of our brothers and sisters, stepping into the messiness of their lives in an effort 

to restore them to the Lord. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Living a life characterized by humility and forgiveness begins with being humbled and 

forgiven by Christ. We are to hold a high value on personal and corporate holiness because we 

have been forgiven by Christ, and as such, we are to seek to be forgiven by others while we seek 

to forgive others.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 1 Corinthians 12:15-31 – Paul encourages the Church of Corinth to change their mindset. 

They belong to one another. No one can think of himself as a solo Christian. The Church 

is her strongest when all of its members are serving and acting within their gifts and 

talents. 

• Galatians 6:1-10 – Paul encourages the Church of Galatia to come alongside one another 

in the Christian walk, bearing one another’s burdens and helping one another follow 

Christ. 

• Philippians 2:1-18 – Paul encourages the Church of Philippi to have the mind of Christ 

and seek to serve one another from a place of humility and not from a place of selfish 

ambition. 
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