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The Story of Scripture 

 

Creation 

In Genesis, God shows himself to be the Creator. He has always existed, and as we study 

Scripture, we will find he has always existed as the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—one 

God in three persons. Everything else was created by him from nothing, a fact that shows us he is 

wholly different from us. As we are introduced to his creation in Genesis 1, we see that 

everything he has made is good, and we feel a tension because we recognize that the world as we 

know it misses the mark. It is not good that people get old, that loved ones get sick and die, that 

the world is filled with violence and corruption.  

This tension in the story is intentional. Things are not how God created them or wanted 

them to be. He created a good world, and at its heart is a garden called Eden that represents the 

best of it. Here he places a man and woman (Adam and Eve), both created in the image of God, 

to rule over creation and to fill the earth with the glory of God. This is a world with no sin, no 

sickness, no violence and no death. They have everything that they need. They have fellowship 

with God, they have a purpose, and they have the use of all of creation. God gives them life 

freely with only one condition: they can eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden except the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. If they eat from it, they will die. 

 

The Fall 

In the next scene, a serpent enters the garden. This creature suggests that God does not 

have humanity’s best interest in mind, that maybe they know more about what they want than 

God does. He suggests that God denies them the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil because he does not want them to be like him. And instead of trusting in the goodness of 

God as displayed throughout his creation and provision for them, they disobey God. This is 

known as the Fall. At this point, sin and its consequences enter into the world, and it is corrupted. 

From here, the Bible shows how the choice of Adam and Eve to disobey God leads to increasing 

destruction and death. It corrupts everything it touches, and humanity can do nothing to rid itself 

of the problem. Evil is in our world because we invited it in, and there is nothing we can do to 

shut it out again. This is the tension we are meant to feel as we read Scripture: one that echoes 

our experience in what is often a cruel world. 

But God is gracious. Instead of letting death be the last word, he makes a promise in 

Genesis 3:15 even as he doles out the consequences of disobedience. When talking to the 

serpent, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promises that 

there will one day be an offspring (or seed or child) of the woman that will defeat the serpent. He 

will be hurt by the serpent, but in so doing, he will crush its head. This promise will become 

clearer as the story unfolds. 

 

The Good Seed and Righteousness by Faith 

After this, we see the effects of sin driving the world into chaos. Just as God promised, 

sin has led to death. People are choosing immorality, violence, abuse, destruction, and death. A 

few faithful hold to the promise of a seed of the woman: a serpent slayer who will set things 

right, but even these show themselves to be thoroughly infected by sin. The story of Noah 

illustrates this. Things have gone horribly wrong up to this point: “The Lord saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 
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was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). But Genesis 5:28–29 says, “When Lamech had lived 

182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, ‘Out of the ground that the Lord 

has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.’” 

Lamech, Noah’s father, understands the promise of Genesis 3:15 that God will send a serpent 

slayer to set things right. He hopes that his son is this man. And as Noah grows, it looks like he 

might be; God recognizes that he is the one righteous man on earth.  

Because the world is so evil, God floods the earth, saving only Noah and his family. This 

story teaches us something about the heart of man. Although God has brought judgment upon the 

earth and is restarting with one righteous man and his family, sin has so permeated the human 

heart that even Noah, a righteous man who has just been spared judgment, shows his brokenness. 

The next time we hear about Noah, he is drunk and naked, shaming himself before his children. 

Even the most righteous man on earth falls far short of God’s standard for humanity. Noah 

looked like he may be the promised seed of the woman to slay the serpent, but he is as broken as 

all the rest. Though his faith is to be emulated, he cannot save even himself, much less the world. 

And by Genesis 11, we see the world openly rebelling against the rule of God again. This shows 

there is a heart problem with humanity. We choose to cut ourselves off from God, the source of 

life, and in doing so, we choose destruction. That is the clear trajectory for humanity established 

in Genesis. 

But just as things are looking hopeless, God steps in and chooses a man who will later be 

renamed Abraham to receive a great promise. In Genesis 12:1–2, God says to Abraham, “Go 

from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Of particular importance here is the idea 

that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham (more on that in a minute). Of 

immediate concern to Abraham is how God can make him a great nation even though he has no 

children and has a barren wife. But in Genesis 15, God reaffirms his promise, and Abraham 

believes God and in so doing clues us into how a sinful and broken people might be able to be 

made right with our creator. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness.” Abraham believes that God will come through on his promise, and God 

counts Abraham’s faith as righteousness. This clues us into why people like Noah are considered 

righteous even though we see that man’s heart is broken. They believe the promise of the seed of 

the woman who will slay the serpent. And God is narrowing his promise when he covenants with 

Abraham to bless the nations through his offspring or seed. The serpent slayer will be a child of 

Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations.  

The OT’s definition of righteousness can be surprising to many. Many see the OT way to 

salvation as observance to the law of Moses, but this is not the case. It is by faith in the promises 

of God. Romans 4:1–3 assures us that this interpretation is correct, “What then shall we say was 

gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Faith, not works, is and 

has always been the basis of justification. However, it is important to note that belief and 

obedience are closely related throughout Scripture. Belief is counted as righteousness, but that 

belief is always accompanied by a heart that is motivated towards obedience by the grace and 

mercy received. Thus obedience is the fruit (or result) of a life of faith. Faith, not works, is 

counted as righteousness. Obedience flows out of this faith. Obedience can be thought of as 
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living out the identity God gives us because of our faith. We will look at this more in our 

discussion of the New Testament. 

Just as we would expect from our knowledge of humanity, Abraham and his descendants 

continue to exhibit evidence of heart problems. Throughout the rest of the OT, they lie, they 

cheat, they sleep around, they murder. They are thoroughly broken. They will never make 

themselves pure. Even the best choose themselves over God. It is important that we see salvation 

as something completely out of the reach of humanity. But more importantly, God steps in and 

provides salvation to those who are willing to repent. God is faithful despite failures. He 

continues to pursue his people. He continues to offer forgiveness and mercy to those who will 

respond in belief to his promises.  

 

The Exodus and The Law 

A few generations down the road from Abraham, we find that his family (the Hebrews or 

the people of Israel) has grown large, but they are enslaved to the Egyptians. It is important to 

note that this is predicted in Genesis 15:13, a fact that should only further confirm the 

sovereignty of God in our minds. Things are not good. Not only are they oppressed, but their 

numbers intimidate Pharaoh, and he decrees that every Hebrew male child born be killed by 

being cast into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). But one woman, in an effort to save her baby son, places 

him in a basket and floats him down the same river. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the child and 

raises him as her own. This man is Moses. He will lead Israel in the exodus, a climatic moment 

in history where God delivers Israel from Egypt and establishes them as a nation. This will be the 

moment by which OT believers remember the faithfulness of God and becomes the bedrock for 

their hope of future deliverance. 

The story of Exodus shows the power of God. He uses the deliverance of Israel to tell a 

story that will be repeated over and over again. A man will bring a broken people out of the 

bonds of slavery and into a Promised Land. The story of Moses will set the trajectory for the 

greater redemption story where Christ comes to save his people from sin and death and restore 

them and the world to their intended place. Moses, through the power of God, pleads with 

Pharaoh to let his people go. God sends ten plagues, each proving his power over the gods of 

Egypt and the last of which costs the Egyptians that which they took from the Israelites: their 

firstborn sons. Israel is spared this fate through what becomes known as the Passover. God calls 

each house to sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the door posts. They are to then eat a special 

meal that becomes known as the Passover meal. That night as the angel of the Lord is putting the 

firstborn to death, he passes over the houses that believe God and act on his commandment to 

sacrifice the lamb, resulting in the sparing of their firstborn sons. This final plague convinces 

Pharaoh to release Israel. 

Despite the miraculous ways God delivers them from Egypt, including the crossing of the 

Red Sea, they again choose fear rather than trust him. God leads them on the way to Promised 

Land in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He feeds them manna that 

miraculously appears on the ground. He gives them water from a rock when they have nothing to 

drink, and still they grumble against him.  

Finally, they come to a place called Mount Sinai and something amazing happens. God 

makes a covenant (probably the best way to understand a covenant is a promise that is marked by 

loyal relationship) with Israel that they will be his people if they will obey what he calls them to 

do. That sounds good to them and so they say they will. Moses then goes up the mountain to 

meet with God and before he can come back down, they have already failed. They make an idol 
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and begin worshiping it. The only thing that keeps God from destroying them is his promise to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Eventually, they move on. God leads them on towards the Promised Land (Canaan), and 

he continues to provide for them on the way. As they near the land, they send out twelve spies to 

investigate. It is a rich land but also one filled with powerful people. Ten of the twelve spies 

report that they do not believe they can take the land. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 

disagree and urge the people to trust God. Instead, they doubt his promise and try to stone Joshua 

and Caleb, rebelling against God. God intervenes and is again on the verge of destroying Israel. 

Only his promise stays his hand. The consequence for their actions? None of this unbelieving 

generation will get to enter the Promised Land. All but Joshua and Caleb will die in the 

wilderness as Israel is made to wander in it for the next 40 years.  

This includes Moses. He is like Noah in that he appears to be the one who will bring 

about the promises of God, but despite his great faithfulness, he too sins in ways that show us he 

too is broken and in need of God’s intervention. This is never more evident than when he strikes 

the rock at Meribah in disbelief and frustration, and God says to him, “Because you did not 

believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 

bring this assembly into the land that I have given them” (Numbers 20:12). Even the great 

prophet Moses falls short of God’s perfect standard and is lost apart from God’s intervention. 

 It is amazing that God continues to provide for Israel even as they wander through the 

desert. But the message is clear – disobedience displays a lack of belief in the promises of God, 

resulting in wandering through the desert rather than entering into the Promised Land (an image 

that will later represent entering into the rest of God). As the 40 years come to a close, Moses 

gives some last instructions to the Israelites before he dies, and they enter into the land without 

him.  

In Deuteronomy 28–29, Moses reminds them of the covenant they have made with God. 

If they believe in him and his promises as demonstrated by their obedience, he will bless them in 

all kinds of ways. If they disobey, they will experience curses, most notably they will face exile 

at the hands of their enemies. Deuteronomy 30:15 sums it up this way, “See, I have set before 

you today life and good, death and evil.” But Deuteronomy 30 also lets us know what is going to 

happen. They are going to disobey and go into exile. They are going to do exactly what everyone 

before them has done. They are going to choose to disobey God and die, and here we are clued in 

as to why: they have uncircumcised hearts. They can’t love God how they are supposed to 

because their hearts are infected with sin and must be made new. This is also called a “heart of 

stone” (Ezekiel 36:26). But there is hope. There will be a day that God intervenes. Deuteronomy 

30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 

that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live.” God is doing something on the behalf of his people that they cannot do for themselves: 

change their very hearts. 

This echoes what we see in Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1–2. God is at work to bring 

about salvation for his people, and we are seeing his plan slowly unfold. It is something he must 

do on our behalf. God will send a seed of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent. He 

will be from the line of Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations. Genesis 15:6 assures 

us that those who are considered righteous are those who believe the promises of God. These 

believers will be the ones whose hearts have been circumcised so they will love God with all 

their hearts and souls that they may live (Deuteronomy 30:6).  
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Despite the warning, the prediction of Deuteronomy 30 comes true. Upon entering the 

Promised Land, Israel’s obedience quickly wavers. Numerous accounts like Joshua 7 show the 

Israelites disobeying God thinking they know better than him about what will make them happy. 

At times, they keep things for themselves they were told not to; other times, they are fearful. 

They do not completely conquer the land. Judges records in great detail a people who are quick 

to forget God. He intervenes to save them over and over again, sending judges to help, but they 

continue to fall into unbelief and disobedience. Judges is summed up with its last verse, “In those 

days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

 

 

Kingdoms, Prophets, and Exile 

At this point, God allows Israel an earthly king. A man of kingly stature named Saul 

receives the crown. However, despite his appearance, it quickly becomes apparent that his life 

does not match up. He becomes murderously jealous of a young man named David that God 

chooses to replace him as king (remember disobedience illustrates a lack of belief). David is a 

man specifically chosen by God. He is from the tribe of Judah. We didn’t talk about this, but in 

Genesis 49:10, Jacob, a descendant of Abraham, declares that Judah, or more literally an 

offspring of Judah, will rule forever. All peoples will obey him, and the kingdom will be so 

wealthy he can tie his foal to the choice vine and wash his garments in wine. These are 

Messianic descriptors, meaning that these things describe the Messiah, the one God is sending to 

set things right, and the Messianic Kingdom he will usher in. This is important now because it 

hints to the meaning of the promises of God given here.  

The serpent slayer will be a seed of the woman (a human), a seed of Abraham, from the 

tribe of Judah, and as we will see, a son of David (meaning in the lineage of David). David 

seems to be the next contender for the position of serpent slayer. God handpicks him. As a boy, 

he slays the giant Goliath when all of Israel trembles before him. He is patient and merciful to 

Saul despite Saul’s murderous intentions towards him. He is even called a man after God’s own 

heart (1 Samuel 13:14). But we will see that he too is broken, most notably in his sin with 

Bathsheba. He will sleep with her, a married woman, and then have her husband killed to cover 

his sin. Again, the Bible clearly illustrates even the best of men have hearts that are deeply 

flawed. David is not the Messiah. But he does receive a promise from God that focuses the 

expectations of deliverance. God promises David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). One 

from the line of David will rule forever as the Messianic King. This Kingdom will be described 

in further detail in the prophets, but the gist is that it will be an everlasting kingdom marked by 

righteousness and justice: the two major concerns of God’s law.  

After David dies, his son Solomon begins his rule. His rule, like his father’s, starts out 

promising. He asks God for wisdom and receives it. He writes much of the wisdom literature in 

Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and much of Proverbs). He is successful in his reign. 

The nations come to meet him and pay tribute. In some ways, he is a picture of what the 

Messianic King might look like, but he is as fallen as the rest. He lets his numerous wives lead 

his heart after idols rather than stay true to God. 

The rest of the accounts of the kings of Israel are much like this. Most are outright 

rebellious. Some make a call for renewed faithfulness, but the trend is towards disobedience. As 

a result, God does just what he said he was going to do. The people choose disobedience and in 

doing so, they choose the curse (Deut. 30:15-20).  
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 This leads to disaster for Israel. Under Solomon’s son, the kingdom of Israel is split into 

two kingdoms: Israel in the North, and Judah in the South. The kingdom of Israel is conquered 

by the Assyrians and carried off into exile. The same happens to the kingdom of Judah by the 

Babylonians. At this point, the question is how one in the line of David will sit on the throne 

forever and set things right if there is no throne in Israel? But we must remember that during the 

periods of the kings and now in the exile, prophets are sent to tell the Jewish people they are 

about to be punished and then while in exile why they are being punished. They have disobeyed 

God and are experiencing the curse Moses discussed in Deuteronomy 29. But that is not the end 

of the story. They are also reminded of who God is, how he is faithful to his promises, how he is 

merciful, how he has redeemed them in the past, and how they can expect him to do so again. 

And he will do so in a way that will address the problem they have been unable to address 

themselves. He will give them new hearts. 

 There are many clarifications of the promises of God in the prophets. In our brief 

overview it is important to see that there will be a Messianic (anointed one, promised deliverer) 

King from the line of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-5) and yet greater than David (Psalm 

110:1), who in some way is like a son of man and yet who seems to share in the divinity and 

authority of God (Daniel 7:13-14), who will suffer for the sins of others (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and 

yet will rule forever in righteousness and justice over a world that has been freed from sin and its 

curse (Isaiah 11:1-9). This king will not only save Israel but will bring salvation to the nations 

(Isaiah 49:6). We see that the members of this new kingdom will have a new covenant with God 

in which he will write his law on their hearts and mind (Jeremiah 31:31-34), meaning he will 

make them into the kind of people with hearts that are able to love follow him. There is more 

than we can discuss in this short overview, but it is important to see the expectation of 

redemption and salvation that exists because of the promises of God revolving around the seed of 

the woman as declared by the prophets throughout the exile. 

 This is where the OT ends, with the expectation of a Messiah, a serpent-slayer from the 

line of David who will be a blessing to the nations, who will provide forgiveness of sins, conquer 

death, and rule eternally with righteousness and justice. However, as they trickle back from exile 

and are allowed to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, no one thinks that this new kingdom has 

come. Israel languishes, waiting for its promised deliverer, and they will do so for 400 years. The 

question for Israel is, “When will this Messiah come?” 

 

The Messiah 

 This is the context for the coming of Jesus—a once perfect world broken by an act of 

rebellion by the very ones created to be caretakers of it. This rebellion has led to broken 

fellowship with the creator, humanity’s enslavement to sin, suffering caused by evil, and 

ultimately death. Hope seems distant, but deliverance is coming in a most unexpected way. 

 It is important to note that the NT writers see the coming of Jesus and his preaching of 

the dawning kingdom of God as the fulfillment of the OT Scripture and its promises. This is why 

Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus connecting him to Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17), Luke 

records a genealogy connecting him all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), and all of the 

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) make frequent use of OT quotes and allusions to 

confirm Jesus as the promised Messianic King. They believe God’s promises in the OT and see 

them fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

 Although there are plenty of examples of God choosing people of low station to fulfill his 

purposes, the typical Jewish expectation for the Messiah was one who would come in political 
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power. That is not how Jesus comes. He comes from humble beginnings. When he starts his 

ministry he chooses twelve men to invest in. He doesn’t choose the best and brightest; he 

chooses fishermen and a tax collector. But as he begins to minister, it becomes clear that Jesus is 

different. He heals people; he casts out demons; he shows his authority over nature; and he 

miraculously provides sustenance. He amazes the crowds as he teaches as one with more 

authority than they have never seen. He forgives sins; he overturns the temple; he explains how 

they have misunderstood the teachings of the OT. He claims to be the fulfillment of OT, the way 

to the Father, the living water, the light of the world. But most amazing of all, he claims to be the 

Son of God: one with God the Father. That is what all his teachings and miracles are pointing 

towards. The Messiah (or Christ as he is called in the NT) has come and his miracles are 

showing the dawning of the new kingdom promised in the OT. But the Jewish leaders are 

skeptical, which is unsurprising as it threatens their positions of power, and they begin to plot to 

kill Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teachings are surprising. He teaches an upside-down economy for the new 

kingdom he is ushering in. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). You must love your 

enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). You must store up your treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matt. 6:19-

21). Those who want to follow him must expect to be hated and persecuted (Matt. 10:16-25). 

Those who are like children will be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). Those who desire 

to be great must serve (Matt. 23:11-12). Earthly riches make entering into the kingdom difficult 

(Matt. 19:23-24). Those who wish to keep their lives must lose it (Matt. 16:24-27). Then Jesus 

shows what he means by all of this by serving us in a way that we could never repay. He does 

something for us that we could never do for ourselves. He pays the penalty for our sins. The 

greatest among us, the very Son of God, serves a world that has been rebelling against him since 

the beginning of time and takes our sins upon his shoulders. He takes our penalty for our sins—

death. The God of the universe becomes the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:5, “…he was pierced 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And because he is perfect, because he is 

sinless, because he is the Son of God, he rises again from the grave (Matt. 28:1-10). Jesus—the 

seed of the woman, the blessing to the nations, the Davidic king, the suffering servant, the Son of 

God—has fulfilled the promise of God. He crushes the head of the serpent. He defeats sin and 

death and inaugurates the new kingdom. 

 

Our Place in the Story 
 This is where you and I find ourselves in the story. Sin and death have been defeated, and 

we are offered a choice. Will we trust Jesus and his work on the cross for the forgiveness of our 

sins or will we trust in ourselves and our works? At first the answer seems easy. But Jesus calls 

us to count the cost of following him. He is coming back to set all things right, but until he does, 

we are to be sharing his story so that others might be saved. And what the Bible tells us is that 

many will reject him and in so doing reject and persecute us. Belief in him will mean hatred by 

the world. The call to follow Jesus is the call to forget about temporary, earthly gain and to 

pursue Jesus and his coming kingdom. It is the call to be willing, like Jesus, to suffer injustice. It 

is the call to share the gospel with those who are still dead in their sin so that they too can know 

God. We will find that we are exiles in this world, that we don’t really belong, but we will also 

find that the temporary cost will be eternally worth it (Matt. 13:44-46). Luke 9:23-25 says, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
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For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” We will 

all die. But Jesus tells us that a temporary life surrendered to him will result in salvation and 

eternal life with him in his new kingdom. 

 Revelation 21:1-4 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 

This is just a small glimpse into what God has in store for those who accept what Jesus has done 

on their behalf, who believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God. While we await his return, we 

are called to live in such a way that we demonstrate our belief, particularly in our proclamation 

of the gospel of Jesus to those who do not know him. 

 In short, we respond to the story of Scripture by knowing Jesus and making him known. 

 

Questions to ask when reading Scripture: 

1. What is the author’s main point in this section of Scripture? 

2. Where does what I’m reading fit in the overall story of the Bible? (i.e. before or after the 

Exodus from Egypt; before or after Jesus; before or after the resurrection, etc.) 

3. What does it mean for those who were the original audience? 

4. What does it mean for me today? 

5. How should I change in response to this Scripture? 

A Few Resources for Understanding the Story of Scripture 

For Small Children: 

The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung 

The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm  

The Garden, the Curtain, and the Cross by Carl Laferton 

thebibleproject.com 

New City Catechism (Available as a book or for free as an app on both iOS and Android) 

For Youth and Adults 

thebibleproject.com 

The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno 

Multiply by Francis Chan 

 

For a More In-depth Look 

The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah by T.D. Alexander 

Old Testament Survey by Paul House and Eric Mitchell 

God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology by James M. Hamilton, Jr. 
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Week 1 

An Overview of Matthew 

By Harvey Edwards, IV 

 

The Gospel of Matthew was written so that we might see Jesus for who he is, the 

promised Messiah, and that we might respond by following him with all of who we are. If Jesus 

is who Matthew claims he is, how can we do anything else? 

While it is possible to understand who Matthew claims Jesus to be by reading his Gospel 

apart from any knowledge of the Old Testament, this is clearly not what Matthew intended for us 

to do. Matthew is explaining that Jesus is the one to whom the Old Testament Scriptures are 

pointing. He is the fulfillment of all of God’s promises to his people, and Matthew takes great 

pains to show us that this is the case. He writes as one steeped in the Old Testament, aware of 

how God’s promises are building, both explicitly and implicitly, throughout history until they 

find their culmination in Jesus and the kingdom he is ushering in. The beauty of the Bible is that 

it shows us God’s glory in a way that can be seen and appreciated by a believing child, while at 

the same time be of a depth that can never be fully appreciated this side of eternity.  

Matthew begins his gospel in a way that shows us we need to view Jesus in the context of 

God’s promises to humanity in the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament). He begins, “The 

book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). 

With this simple statement, Matthew prepares us to understand Jesus as the inheritor of the 

promises to Abraham and David: both pivotal characters in the history of Israel and in the 

expectations for how God will deal with Israel in the future. Matthew is showing that Jesus is the 

one who brings about the fulfillments of the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants. In the 

Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-14; 22:15-19), God promises Abraham that 

he will bless him, that he will multiply his offspring, that he will give him a land, and that all the 

families of the earth would be blessed through Abraham and his lineage. In the Davidic 

Covenant (2 Samuel 7:1-17), God promises King David that one from his line would sit on the 

throne forever.  

Throughout the Scriptures, the biblical authors record these promises and demonstrate 

that there is a growing pattern of fulfillment for them, and that this fulfillment will be brought 

about in and through a Messiah—the one God provides to deliver his people and rule over his 

eternal kingdom. 

Matthew is showing us that all of the recorded dealings of God with his people have been 

pointing towards Jesus as the Messiah. For instance, Moses’ writings point towards God’s 

faithfulness to Abraham and his descendants, most notably in the Exodus. He records how God 

raises him up as a deliverer who brings Israel out of slavery in Egypt and places them in the 

Promised Land of Canaan where he will dwell with them as their God. This deliverance and 

provision becomes the way that Israel knows that God will be faithful to them despite their 

unfaithfulness, and it becomes the pattern by which Israel both expects God to deliver them 

when they turn in repentance to him, and how they will recognize the deliverer that God sends.  

Moses, inspired by the Spirit, understands and sets the stage for the later biblical authors 

to both recognize and build upon these patterns. There is ample evidence of this throughout 

Moses’ writings. One example would be Deuteronomy 18:15-18 where he teaches God’s people 

to expect a deliverer like him, but greater. 
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15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 

your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the Lord your God 

at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of 

the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the Lord said to me, 

‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you 

from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 

them all that I command him” (emphasis mine). 

 

Moses wants God’s people to be expecting one like him but greater. The prophet like 

Moses will be able to lead God’s people to obedience in a way that Moses never could. All of the 

Exodus, the Mosaic Covenant, the wilderness journeys, and the establishment of the nation of 

Israel in the Promised Land point to what the prophet like Moses will accomplish. He will 

change the hearts of God’s people, rescue them from sin and death, and bring them into the 

presence of God. This is why Matthew will so often refer to Old Testament passages that deal 

with Israel and say they are fulfilled in Jesus—because all of Israel’s history is pointing to Jesus 

as the one who can deliver God’s people from their ultimate problem: sin and death. Matthew 

knows that Moses and the later biblical authors are pointing to a Messiah—one anointed by God 

to deliver his people. 

When Matthew calls Jesus “Christ” he is using the Greek word for “Messiah.” When he 

connects Jesus to Abraham and David, he is connecting him to all of the expectations for 

deliverance promised in the Old Testament. He is claiming, even through the opening genealogy, 

that Jesus is the one who will redeem God’s people by destroying the power of sin, overcoming 

all of those who set themselves against the Lord and his anointed, and ushering in a New 

Kingdom of righteousness and justice which will have no end. 

Matthew tells us of the birth, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus. He shows how 

Jesus’ life proves he is the Son of God and the promised Messiah. He presents Jesus as the 

prophet like Moses, the king like David, and the fulfillment of the promises to Abraham through 

which the true people of God are established. In short, he is the fulfillment of all of the 

expectations of the Old Testament.  

Jesus is the prophet like Moses who brings about a new Exodus, this time from sin and 

death. He establishes the New Covenant predicted in Jeremiah 31:31-34 through which God’s 

people might have relationship with him. And he will deliver God’s people to the New Creation 

where they dwell in the fullness of his presence. 

Jesus is the Davidic King who is bringing about the New Kingdom. He is the Son of Man 

in Daniel 7:13-14 who is given an everlasting kingdom by the Ancient of Days. He is the Son of 

David that David calls Lord in Psalm 110:1-4. And he is the one who will sit in judgment on the 

Day of the Lord (Matthew 25:31-46). 

He fulfills the promises to Abraham. He plays the part of Israel, but he is obedient to God 

the Father where Israel was not. He is the blessing of Abraham by which all of the nations are 

blessed. Through his life, death, and resurrection, he establishes the true people of God—those 

who are counted righteous by their belief like their forefather Abraham. 

He is the Son of God, able to demonstrate his complete authority. He is able to live 

righteously. He is able to see the Father and reveal him to us. He is the Suffering Servant (Isaiah 

52-53) who lays his life down to pay the penalty for our sins so that we might be forgiven. He is 

the righteous king who brings about the New Kingdom and the New Creation. 
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Matthew is telling us that Jesus is the Christ. For those of us with eyes to see and ears to 

hear, there is only one proper response. We must be a people who repent and believe. We are to 

be like the disciples in Matthew 28 who worshiped Jesus when they saw him. And we are left 

with the same mission as the disciples who were told by Jesus,  

 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:18-20). 

 

As we study Matthew, let us ask the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to us. Let’s repent and 

believe. Let’s ask for the wisdom to walk faithfully in his teachings, and let’s engage in the 

mission he has given us to make disciples. 

 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Why do you think Matthew goes to such extremes to show us that Jesus is the Christ 

expected in the Old Testament? 

2. What does Matthew want us to do in response to his gospel? What does that mean for our 

lives? 

3. Does your life display a belief that Jesus is king? Are there areas of your life that you 

have not yet submitted? What is stopping you from doing so? 

 

 

The Main Point 

 Matthew wants us to see that Jesus is the Son of God who fulfills the promises of the Old 

Testament. We should repent and believe, and live our lives such that we are accomplishing the 

mission he has given us of making disciples.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-14; 22:15-19 – God makes a covenant with Abraham. 

• 2 Samuel 7:1-17 – God makes a covenant with David. 

• Jeremiah 31:31-34 – The Lord promises a New Covenant through which his people will 

know and obey him as their God. 

• Psalm 110:1-4 – Jesus uses this passage to show the Pharisees how David is looking for a 

descendant greater than him who will sit on the throne forever in Matthew 22:44. This is 
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important because in Jewish thought, a person could never be greater than their father 

because their father gave rise to them. Jesus is greater than David because he is the Son 

of God.  

• Daniel 7:13-14 – Daniel sees one like a Son of Man who is given an everlasting throne by 

the Ancient of Days. 
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Week 2 

Matthew 1:1-25 - The Birth of the Messiah 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 I remember using disposable cameras when I was a kid. If I had an overnight school trip 

or went away to summer camp for a week, my parents would buy me one or two to take with me 

to capture a few memories. Upon getting back home, we would have to take the photos into a 

store that would process the physical film and have them ready for pick up a few hours later. 

And then you’d finally have 30 or so pictures developed—rectangular moments frozen in time—

days, weeks, or longer after the actual moment when you took them.  

My family has dozens and dozens of physical photo albums from these dark ages. We’ve 

even inherited some from our deceased relatives. If we’re at a family get-together, it’s not 

uncommon to see someone sitting in the living room, thumbing through these memories. “I 

remember when I had that headgear; Why did y'all let me wear it everywhere I went?” my sister 

might ask. “Gosh she really lost weight after the surgery,” someone else might remark. And then 

the pages and pages of outdated fashion trends and regrettable haircuts. These little windows into 

our past trigger memories—feelings we had, things we experienced, food we ate, people we met 

and places we visited. And so we look at them and we pause; we reflect, because we remember 

the stories and we want to reimagine the joy or solemnity of that moment.  

Genealogies are no one’s favorite passages of Scripture. The names sound funny to us 

and are hard to pronounce, and the lists seem to drone on and on. But genealogies also serve a 

vital purpose in helping us understand our faith and remember the faithfulness of God throughout 

generations. Since we understand the Bible as one story that tells the faithfulness of God in 

preserving a people for himself—a line he protects and blesses most ultimately through the birth 

of the Messiah, and a line flowing from the impact of the Messiah’s ministry—then we should 

see genealogies as the proof positive of God’s faithfulness. And we can read them similarly to 

how we look at old family photos—remembering the stories of God’s faithfulness associated 

with these names.  

 

 

 

Read Matthew 1:1-25 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. As you read the genealogy of Christ, who are some of the names that stick out to you? In 

what ways do their stories speak of the faithfulness of God?  

2. In what way does your personal story tell of the faithfulness of God?  
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3. Why is it so important that Jesus’ conception took place as a work of the Holy Spirit and 

not through physical means? 

 

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew’s recording of Christ’s genealogy differs from Luke’s, but this does not mean 

that either of these genealogies are incorrect. You probably couldn’t name the names of your 

great grandparents (any of them), and even if you could, you probably could tell me very little 

about them beyond that. If you consulted historical records and really did a deep dive, you may 

be able to trace your family back to the 1800s, but that would require a lot of digging (and some 

good fortune).  

Now, suppose you had everything you needed and you could trace your family’s history 

back to the Roman Empire (this would be thousands of people), and you wanted to tell a 

particular story about a member of your family from the current generation. Depending on the 

story you were writing, you may emphasize certain people in the main character’s family history 

who go with the theme of your story (because of their criminal history, their education, their 

occupation, etc.) and leave out some of those who do not. This may not include all of the precise 

data that our internet-age minds crave, but it is also not dishonest to frame a story with 

intentional points of emphasis. This seems to be the primary reason behind the major differences 

between Luke and Matthew’s accounts for Jesus’ genealogies.  

Matthew is a Jewish man, and he seems to be writing to a Jewish audience. We can see 

this because his major points of emphasis (v.1) are that Jesus is both the Son of David and the 

Son of Abraham. This is foundationally important for a Jewish audience in understanding Jesus 

Christ as the long-awaited Messiah, the hope of the Jewish people. Luke, on the other hand, 

writing to a much broader audience that would include Gentiles, seeks to link Jesus to Adam—

identifying Jesus as the hope of the whole world (Grudem, 1954).  

There still appear to be gaps and inconsistencies we have to address though. To start, it’s 

best to understand Matthew’s comments on there being 14 generations from Abraham to David, 

and from David to the deportation, etc. (v.17) as meaning “14 generations included in my list,” 

not “a sum total of exactly 42 generations from Christ to Abraham.” There are any number of 

reasons why Matthew arranged it so that each generation would show 14 generations. Some have 

suggested that this may have been to make it easier to memorize, or for literary or symbolic 

symmetry (Wilkins, 1821). Others point to the numerical importance of the name David, which 

by Hebraic numerical value would come to exactly 14, signifying that the true son of David has 

arrived (Gaebelein, 69). The main point here is to understand that while the two records of Jesus’ 

genealogy differ, they differ with intentional purpose and not in such a way that either of the two 

could be considered untrue.  

 

Matthew 1:1-17 

I love the way one commentary subtitled Matthew’s genealogy, “God overruled Jesus’ 

family tree to fulfill his promises” (Bruce). The idea he’s getting at is that the genealogy of 

Christ showcases God’s sovereignty in fulfilling his promises to his covenant people. There are 

so many moments throughout the story of Christ’s family tree where all hope seemed lost, but 

God overcame physical barriers, corrupt institutions, and even redeemed the sinful actions of his 
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own people to ensure that the line of Adam (the line of Abraham, the line of David) would 

continue and the Messiah would come. Let’s look briefly at a few of these moments.  

 

Abraham and Sarah: God promised Abraham that he would become a great nation 

(Genesis 12:2) and that he would have children that numbered as the stars in the sky 

(Genesis 15:6). But Abraham’s wife was barren and could not produce children. The 

story of Abraham and Hagar (Sarah’s servant) shows us that Sarah’s barrenness was 

something the couple did not expect God to overcome. And yet, at 100 years old and with 

a body the Bible describes as “as good as dead” (Romans 4:19), Abraham has Isaac 

through Sarah. The deadness of Sarah’s womb was not an issue for God, for he was the 

author of both her barrenness and her fruitfulness.  

 

Judah and Tamar: Judah was one of the 12 sons of Israel (Jacob). After two of his sons 

died while married to Tamar, he refused to give her another. An audience more familiar 

with the marital customs of God’s people back then would have understood this to be a 

clear violation of his duty to protect and provide for Tamar. Tamar disguises herself and 

waits by the road for Judah, who assumes she is a prostitute and sleeps with her. It is later 

discovered that she is pregnant, and she reveals that the child is Judah’s. This child, 

Perez, would later father Hezron and continue the lineage to Jesus. Looking back, we see 

God opening Tamar’s womb and using this incredibly dysfunctional relationship to bring 

about the birth of Christ.  

 

Rahab and Salmon: Rahab was a prostitute in the wicked city of Jericho. When Joshua 

sent two spies to survey Jericho, they came across Rahab who hid them and even lied for 

them in order to protect them. She did this because she had heard about the power and 

might of their God—what he had done to Egypt and to other kings since. God protected 

Rahab when Jericho’s walls came tumbling down, and she joined God’s people, 

eventually marrying Salmon. God can use anyone to accomplish his purposes, and here 

we have a former pagan, Gentile of ill-repute used to continue the Messianic line—a 

redeemed prostitute, part of Christ’s family!  

 

Ruth and Boaz: Ruth was a Moabite woman who only joined God’s people because a 

famine had driven Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and his sons to sojourn in the land of 

Moab. But then Elimelech and both his sons died. Naomi returned home to Bethlehem, 

and Ruth went with her. Ruth provided for both her and Naomi by taking advantage of a 

provision God had put into his law, commanding field owners to leave some gleanings 

(scraps of crops, basically) for the poor and sojourners. As she did this, Boaz, the owner 

of the field noticed Ruth, heard of her faithfulness to Naomi and sought to marry her. 

Despite famine and death, the line of the Messiah is continued through a woman coming 

from a wicked people of shameful origin (Genesis 19:30-38), and Boaz becomes the 

great-grandfather of King David.  

 

David and Bathsheba: Bathsheba was the wife of a faithful Jewish military man named 

Uriah. When King David saw her bathing and lusted after her, he sent for her and she 

came to him, and he lay with her. When they realized she was pregnant and that there 

was no way to conceal that the child belonged to David, David had Uriah killed. David 



 

 16 

repented of his wickedness, but the consequences of sin are far reaching. God struck the 

child of their initial coupling, so that it died. David and Bathsheba had another child, 

named Solomon. Solomon would continue the Messianic line. This story shows us how 

God can redeem even terribly sinful situations to bring about his perfect ends.  

 

Many wicked kings: When you look at the lives of the kings discussed in verses 6-11, 

you’ll note that some of them were good like Asa, Jehosaphat and Hezekiah, but many of 

them were bad like Rehoboam and Abijah (Carson, 67). There were also some who were 

pretty good, but also had some imperfections on their records that stood out like Jotham 

(2 Chronicles 27:2 & 6). This demonstrates the power of God to use whomever he wants 

to to bring to pass the things he has promised. We can be thankful that God is not waiting 

around for perfect men and women to accomplish his purposes.  

 

Returned exiles: Verses 12-16 show us a group of people whom God preserved through 

the Babylonian exile. People who returned home to unknowingly continue the line of 

Christ after generations of captivity demonstrate once again God’s provision and 

protection of his people, and his faithfulness to fulfill all that he has promised.  

 

Whether or not these stories come to mind for you when you read the genealogy of Christ 

in Matthew, they’re there. These are real people, not merely characters in a story, and their 

individual stories are a part of the lineage of Christ. Some of these people were royalty and some 

of them were nobody special. Their stories demonstrate the faithfulness of God to sovereignly 

direct his will to come to pass. His power and glory are manifested in triumphing over the 

barrenness of many wombs, countless enemies, famine after famine, war after war, captivity 

after captivity, and even the (sometimes willful) sin of his own people. And then all of history—

not just the line of Christ—leads up to what happens next when God sees fit to become flesh and 

dwell among his creatures through his birth by an obscure, virgin teenager in first century 

Palestine.  

 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth is concise, but includes some very important details. 

The text informs us that Mary and Joseph were betrothed but had not yet come together. In other 

words, they had not yet had sex, and Mary was still a virgin. It was at this time that she was 

“found to be with child from the Holy Spirit” (v.18).  So, the conception that takes place in the 

womb of Mary does not take place through physical means; it occurs because the Holy Spirit 

miraculously touches the womb of Mary and causes her to be pregnant without any sexual 

activity. Now, we could take dozens of pages to talk about all the many different points of 

significance this truth bears upon our understanding of Christ, the atonement, redemption and 

more, but a few brief points will be sufficient for our discussion.  

First, while Christ does take on a human nature and share in our weaknesses, he does not 

possess a sin nature that all of us inherited from our Father, Adam (Hebrews 4:15). Because of 

this, he is able to succeed where we are incapable of even giving it our best shot; he is able to 

triumph in perfect active obedience to all the Father’s will, securing our forgiveness and eternal 

life through his righteousness (Romans 5:12-21). “The result of the incarnation was that the 

divine Saviour could be ignorant and weak, could be tempted, and could suffer and die, not in 

His divine nature, but derivatively, by virtue of His possession of a human nature” (Berkhof, 
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323-24). That is to say, since Mary became pregnant with Jesus, our Lord has possessed both a 

human nature and a divine nature, and only his human nature succumbed to death when he 

laid down his life on the cross; his divine nature did not (and cannot) die.  

Second, the birth of Christ is not the moment in time when Christ began to exist. 

Eternally begotten of the Father, there was never a time when Christ was not. Rather, this is the 

moment in time when the eternal Son of God added human nature to his divinity. “The one 

divine person, who possessed a divine nature from eternity, assumed a human nature, and now 

has both” (Berkhof, 322). It is heresy to understand Christ’s human birth as a moment in time 

when he began to exist, a moment in time when he quit being God to become exclusively man, 

that God the Father morphed into God the Son, and/or to think that by becoming human, Christ 

has become some kind of mixed, God-human hybrid.  

These two points may seem like theological hair-splitting and gobbledygook, but their 

truth and importance elevate Christianity from a religion of mere, therapeutic behavior 

modification that cannot save you, to a soul-transforming new birth in the eternal God of 

creation.  

It’s understandable that Joseph, upon hearing that his betrothed was expecting a child, 

was skeptical. It is to his credit that Matthew records Joseph’s desire to divorce Mary quietly, to 

save her from the open shame of being labeled an adulterer. As he’s contemplating how to 

handle this issue, the Holy Spirit speaks to him in a dream, reassuring him that the child that will 

be born to Mary is conceived of the Holy Spirit. God is gracious to Joseph in preventing him 

from divorcing Mary, and even more gracious in what he reveals to Joseph—that this child will 

be a boy named Jesus that will save his people from their sins (v. 21). This is not just any baby; 

he’s special. In fact, this baby is the ultimate fulfillment of the prophecy uttered long ago by 

Isaiah: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(Isaiah 7:14).  

As Matthew points out, Immanuel means “God with us.” All of the stories we’ve 

recounted in this chapter speak to how God revealed himself to his people. Abraham knew God 

as a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch; Rahab knew him as the God who destroyed Egypt; 

Ruth knew him as the ultimate kinsman redeemer; David knew him as the God who blots out 

transgressions and washes away iniquities; and all of Israel and Judah’s kings knew that God 

alone was the King of kings—the king they could never be. All of them understood in pieces this 

personal and absolute God whom they served, but none of them could reach out and touch him. 

In the birth of Christ, we see God “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). He added a 

human nature to his divinity to live among us, minister to us, die for us, and conquer our greatest 

enemy, the grave. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God faithfully preserved a people for himself and the long-awaited Messiah has finally 

arrived.  

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Luke 3:23-38 - Luke’s genealogy of Christ.  



 

 18 

• Genesis 12-25 - The life of Abraham 

• Genesis 38 - Judah and Tamar  

• Joshua 2 & 6:22-27 - The story of Rahab 

• Ruth - The story of Ruth and Boaz 

• 2 Samuel 11 & 12 - The story of David and Bathsheba  
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Week 3 

Matthew 2 – The True Israel Replays the Exodus 

By Harvey Edwards, IV 

 

Introduction 

 In many stories, the hero comes from humble beginnings. But there are always hints that 

there is more to the protagonist than originally thought. There are clues to his or her identity 

doled out as the story progresses. This is much like what happens in the story of Jesus. He comes 

from humble beginnings, but for the attentive reader, it becomes clear that there is more to Jesus 

than might be readily observed. In chapter one, Matthew clued us into the genealogy of Jesus and 

how he fits the messianic expectations of the Old Testament. In chapter two, we see that the seed 

of the serpent, Herod, takes up opposition to Jesus. This clues us into the fact that Jesus is 

fulfilling the expectations of the Old Testament as his life demonstrates that he is the true Israel 

who will bring about the New Exodus and establish the New Covenant. 

 

 

Read Matthew 2:1-23 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What does it mean to understand Jesus is the Christ? What does it mean to worship 

Jesus? 

2. Why do we see those who represent the serpent like Herod does in this story so often 

treating life, particularly the lives of women and children, so callously? 

3. Why does Matthew use the Old Testament the way that he does? What does it mean to 

understand the prophecies in terms of fulfilled expectations instead of predictions? 

 

 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Matthew shows how the birth of Jesus is the birth of a new king with a competing claim 

to that of King Herod. In a fulfillment of the idea that all of the nations will be blessed by the 

Messiah foretold of in the Old Testament (remember, Messiah means anointed or chosen one, 

and Christ is the New Testament term for Messiah), wise men from the east, Gentiles, come to 

Jerusalem guided by the star looking for the king of the Jews so that they might worship him. 

This sets Herod on edge, as well as all of Jerusalem (because of Herod’s history of murder to 

keep his claim to the throne). Herod assembles all of the chief priests and scribes of Israel and 

asks them where the Scriptures say the Christ will be born. I think it is important for us to see 
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that the Jews were looking for a Christ to be born. They understood that they were to be looking 

for the Messiah. The Jewish spiritual leaders know what the Scriptures say. They tell Herod that 

Micah 5:2 says that the Christ, God’s anointed king, will be born in Bethlehem. 

Herod then gets the wise men to tell them when the star had appeared to surmise the age 

of this newborn king. He then sends the wise men to Bethlehem to find the king, giving the false 

impression that he desired to worship him. The wise men set off following the star until it leads 

them to Jesus. Then the wise men respond how all of us should—they break out in worship with 

abundant joy, offering kingly gifts. This is in direct contrast to how Herod and Israel as a whole 

will respond to Jesus. In fact, the wise men are warned by the Lord in a dream not to return to 

Herod. 

In this narrative, we have the birth of the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15), the one to 

whom all of Scripture points. We also have the conflict between the seed of the woman and the 

seed of the serpent. Surprisingly if you are unfamiliar with the story of the Bible, the Jewish 

King Herod plays the part of the seed of the serpent, rejecting Jesus, while the Gentile wise men 

respond in belief. Matthew wants us to do the same—to believe and respond by worshiping king 

Jesus.  

 

Matthew 2:13-18 

 When the wise men leave, an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph in a dream warning him 

to flee with Mary and Jesus to Egypt because Herod is about to try to kill Jesus. Joseph responds 

with obedience, departing for Egypt, remaining there until Herod dies. Then Matthew tells us 

that this was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet Hosea in Hosea 11:1, “Out of 

Egypt I called my son.” It is here that many Bible readers get tripped up. If they go back to this 

passage in Hosea, they see that while the words are accurately quoted, it appears to be quoted out 

of context. This quote in Hosea is talking about God continuing to love Israel, who he has called 

his son. God’s judgment has been laid on Israel because they have broken their covenant with the 

Lord. But in Hosea, we see that God has not given up on Israel. God is going to again bring his 

people out of slavery like he did when he brought them out of Egypt, and Hosea is looking 

forward to that day. When Matthew quotes Hosea here, he is saying that Jesus is replaying the 

role of Israel. Unlike the nation of Israel, Jesus will fulfill the role perfectly because he is the 

Christ. This and other surrounding passages are pointing to the expectations for the new Exodus 

that are being fulfilled in Jesus. Matthew isn’t saying that Hosea 11:1 is about Jesus in the 

predictive sense in which we often think of prophecy. Rather, Jesus reliving the pattern of Israel 

helps us recognize him as the true representative of Israel who will bring peace with God through 

the new covenant predicted in the prophets. This is why it is so important to understand the Old 

Testament.  

 Much like the beginning of the Exodus story, there is a great rebellion against the Lord. 

Herod plays the role of the seed of the serpent just as Pharaoh did. Just as Pharaoh sought to kill 

the sons of Israel, Herod kills all the male babies two years and under in Bethlehem and the 

surrounding region. It should be said here in this demonstration of careless murder that 

throughout the Scriptures we see that Satan hates life. Because he hates life, he hates women 

who bear life. And he particularly hates children. Of course he hates men as well as is shown by 

how often he uses them opposite of their design to love and protect. We see hatred of life, 

particularly that of children still playing out today. As of the writing of this chapter, the Supreme 

Court has overturned Roe v. Wade, and the response from many abortion advocates has clearly 

demonstrated a willingness to end life for the sake of convenience. And many men have wronged 



 

 21 

women in a number of ways, often putting them in situations where they think they have few 

options other than to end the life of a child. All of this echoes the heart of the serpent, Satan, the 

father of all who refuse the gift of grace in Jesus.  

Matthew said that this murder of babies fulfills what is spoken by the prophet Jeremiah in 

Jeremiah 31:15, “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 

for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” Again we have the 

history of Israel being replayed by Jesus. In this passage, Jeremiah is saying that God will turn 

his people’s weeping to joy. Through poetic language, he recalls Pharaoh’s murder of the 

Israelite boys and the weeping that it brought about. But there is hope for the future because God 

will restore his people. Interestingly, this comes just 16 verses before Jeremiah’s recounting of 

God’s promise to make a new covenant with Israel, better than the one he made with them when 

he brought them out of Egypt because he will forgive them and give them new hearts by which 

they can love and obey him. Again the prophecy is being fulfilled here in such a way that those 

with ears to hear and eyes to see can recognize Jesus as the promised Christ, the true King of the 

Jews. 

 

Matthew 2:19-23 

 When Herod dies, an angel of the Lord tells Joseph to return to Israel. But because 

Herod’s son has now taken the throne, Joseph settles his family in Nazareth. Matthew again tells 

us this fulfills what is spoken by the prophets, “that he would be called a Nazarene” (Matthew 

2:23). If you were to look for this in a verse you wouldn’t find it. This again tells us how 

Matthew is teaching us to read and understand the Scriptures. He says this fulfills the prophets, 

referring to the expectations in the prophets. Nazareth sounds like the Hebrew word for branch. 

The expectations for the Messiah include lots of prophecies about a branch from the line of 

David. We will look at one from Jeremiah, which may also help us appreciate Matthew’s prior 

quotation of Jeremiah. 

 Jeremiah 23:1-8 says, 

 

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the 

Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 

care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the 

Lord. 3 Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 

driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4 I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no 

more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the Lord.  
5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David 

a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our 

righteousness.’  
7 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when they shall no 

longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of 

Egypt,’ 8 but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of 

Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ 

Then they shall dwell in their own land.” 
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 Here, God is calling out the faithless leaders of Israel who have led his sheep astray. But 

he is going to gather his people again like he did in the Exodus. God is going to raise up a 

righteous branch (a Nazarene)—a king like king David only greater (the Christ). He will be the 

ideal king. And this moment will be so great that it will replace the Exodus as how people know 

the faithfulness, judgment, love, mercy, and grace of God. Matthew is saying that God worked 

history out in these ways, recorded in the prophets, in such a way that they help us to recognize 

Jesus and understand what he is accomplishing so that we might see and believe.  

 Matthew’s point is that Jesus is the Christ, and we should fall down in worship of him 

just as the wise men did. How can we do anything else when we see who he is and what he has 

come to do? 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus is the expected Messiah, the Christ who has come to rescue God’s people, and 

restore them to relationship with the Father.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Hosea 11; 14:1-9 – See how Israel rebelled against the Lord and experienced his 

judgment, but how God will bring his people back and forgive them their sins. Jesus will 

live this out perfectly, making all who believe in him a new people. 

• Jeremiah 31:31-34 – The New Covenant prophesied that is brought about by Jesus. 

• Isaiah 11:1-9 – Prophecy of the righteous branch from the line of David who will set all 

things right and fill the earth with the knowledge of the Lord.  
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Week 4 

Matthew 3 – Voice Crying Out in the Wilderness 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 “And now, the moment you’ve all been waiting for…” How does this statement make 

you feel? Whether it is an event, such as a wedding, graduation, a movie, or a sporting event, you 

have been looking forward to this moment for a LONG time. If you are like me, the moment is 

usually a movie that you’ve anticipated for a few years. You’ve heard everyone talk about it for 

days, to the point that you are almost irritated because there's so much anticipation built up on 

your heart that waiting one more day is almost torture. The last time I can remember this 

happening was when some friends and I were so excited about a specific movie, that we went to 

the midnight showing AND we even dressed up as characters from the movie. IT. WAS. A. 

BLAST! I had my costume. They had theirs. We got there 30 minutes early to grab the Cobbster 

Combo (large popcorn and large drink, FREE refills on both) and get the best seats (the middle 

of the theater and the middle of the row). Why so early? So we don’t miss any of the previews 

for the upcoming movies, THE BEST PART of the movie experience. 

 About fifteen minutes before the previews start, the trivia begins to roll on screen asking 

questions like, who played what part in that old film that everyone knows or in what year was 

that movie released? So much fun. Then the previews roll. A couple of them are really not worth 

watching, in my opinion. Then there’s that one movie, and I’m like, “YEP! I’ll be watching that 

one.” After three or four previews roll, the lights begin to dim…the music gets a bit louder, not 

too loud, but loud enough that you feel the bass through the vibrations in your seat. And…THE 

MOVIE STARTS! It’s finally here. The moment you’ve been waiting for is happening. The 

butterflies. The anticipation. It’s all happening, right now! 

 That’s what takes place in Matthew 3. All of the Old Testament prophecies have pointed 

to the moment when God would send his Son, the sacrifice to end all sacrifices, the King of all 

kings. The seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent, is now here. Jesus steps 

onto the scene and is baptized by his cousin John. John has said, in the past, that he is not worthy 

to even untie Jesus’ sandals. Now, Jesus comes to John for baptism, fulfilling the prophecies of 

old. In this moment, God declares that Jesus is his son and he is the one whom the Scriptures 

have spoken of. How would the world respond? What would take place as a result? Let’s take a 

look. 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. When we read the baptism of Jesus, what is the most interesting point that sticks out? 

Why? 
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2. John is pretty harsh with the Pharisees and Sadducees. He condemns them for their lack 

of fruit in their lives. Do we find it easier to point out the lack of fruit in others’ lives or 

spot our own inconsistencies? Why is that? 

3. When we reflect on the ideas of repentance and confession of sin, do we find ourselves 

justifying our actions or submitting to his commands in confessing our sins and 

repenting? 

4. How can we develop intentional habits in our lives that point us to practice a daily 

lifestyle of repentance? Confession of sin? 

 

 

 

Commentary 

Matthew 3:1-6 

If you are like me, after Chapter 2, you’d like to have some good news (am I right?!). 

What I mean is, in the midst of God sending his deliverer, the redemption of mankind, you also 

have a lot of darkness initiated by a terrible king. I mean, there is a glimpse of what’s to come. 

God is coming. He will set it all straight. But, if we were in biblical times, it may seem as though 

we had waited for a lifetime. 

Then in the first few lines of Chapter 3, we are years into the future. This cousin of Jesus’ 

is John the baptizer. We are introduced to his parents in Luke 1, Zechariah and Elizabeth. Do 

yourself a favor and go read Luke 1. There are eighty verses, but it will be worth reading in 

understanding who John is in relation to the coming verses in Matthew 3. For a quick flyover, 

here are some of the highlights. Zechariah was serving as one of the priests in the temple. Each 

tribe would take turns to see who would serve that day. When it was his tribe’s turn, he was 

chosen. On that day, an angel came and told him that he and his wife would have a child. This 

was HUGE because they were “advanced in years,” (Luke 1:7). The child would be a Nazarite, 

meaning that he would be dedicated to the Lord and there would be specific things he would eat 

and not eat, do and not do. As you could imagine, being advanced in years and up to this point, 

not being able to have kids, ole Zach didn’t want to believe the angel. So, in order to make him a 

believer, the angel told him he wouldn’t be able to speak until the child was born. Oh yeah, and 

they were to name him John. When he came out of the temple after his angelic conversation 

concluded that day, he was unable to speak until the day his son was born. He wrote the name on 

a tablet and…BOOM! He can now speak. All that were there were amazed. Imagine it…dude 

couldn’t talk for 9 months and after he names his son what God told him to, he can speak. You 

think you might begin considering your life choices after that day? Haha! I know I would. 

So here we are. John is now grown. He is out in the wilderness beside the Jordan River. 

This is not the typical setup for teaching and preaching. I think what we are meant to see is the 

place where John is stationed is a call back to the wilderness of Exodus. “It was in the wilderness 

after the escape from Egypt that Israel began its existence as the people of God, and it will be 

some of those wilderness experiences which will [be brought to light] in 4:1-11 as Jesus goes 

through his own wilderness testing. The hope of a new exodus then led the prophets to speak of 

the wilderness as a place of new beginnings.”1 In Exodus, God delivers his people from Egypt. 

He carries them from Egypt through a body of water, the wilderness, and into a land that he has 

prepared for them. Now what is happening in this chapter is closely related to that in Exodus. 

 
1
 Christ-Centered Exposition. Pg 100 



 

 25 

God is sending his son, Jesus, to be the deliverer for his people. It will be this river that his 

deliverer will pass through as he heads into the wilderness to fulfill what the Israelites could not. 

His location is not by pure happenstance. It is an intentional move on God’s part and we should 

see it as Jesus fulfilling what man could not.2 

In verse 2, we see John preaching a message of repentance to Jewish people. His message 

of repentance was not a mere changing of one’s actions. The repentance that John is preaching 

deals with the motivations behind the actions themselves. To help us understand the true 

meaning of repentance, let’s look at Psalm 51. This Psalm was a letter of repentance from David 

to God. In 2 Samuel 11, David took another man’s wife as his own. They slept together and she 

became pregnant. David attempted to cover up his sin on several occasions. When he was left 

with only one logical option, repent, he chose to have one of his best men killed in order that his 

sin would be covered up. In the following chapter, 2 Samuel 12, we see the prophet Nathan 

confront David in his sin. The consequence of that sin was that the child that had been conceived 

would die. God brings David to a point of repentance through his judgment. In response, David 

writes Psalm 51. If you go back and read those chapters, you see more than an admission of 

guilt. You see remorse and you know that David was repentant. Repentance is more than just 

dumping your shame. It is more than verbalizing your guilt. It is that, but it is a result of a true 

heart change that has been brought about by God’s Holy Spirit. 

When I was a kid, I would let a few words slip occasionally. I would apologize when 

around others that I respected. In this specific situation, it was my grandma. She would simply 

say, “Aaron, if it wasn’t in your heart it wouldn’t come out of your mouth.” WOW! Not only 

was she using Scripture (Luke 6:43-45) to correct me, but she was also teaching a valuable 

lesson on repentance. The same is true here with John and his message. He is preaching 

repentance that begins in the heart and flows outward into action. Also, he is preaching this 

message to the Jews. Why is this important? In Malachi 3:1 and 4:5-6, we are told that God 

would send his messenger that would prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and that God 

would send “Elijah” in order that he would turn their hearts. This is the one that Malachi 

prophesied about and that is what John is doing. John is preaching this type of repentance. Jesus 

makes this clear when he points to these prophecies being fulfilled in Matthew 11:11-15 when he 

tells his disciples that John was a great prophet and if they are willing to receive it, John is the 

“Elijah” that came in order to prepare the way for Jesus. John was dressed like Elijah, prophesied 

boldly like Elijah, and was treated much like Elijah. It is important to know who John is and why 

he is here, because we are able to see more of God fulfilling prophecies. He is preparing the way 

for the promised Messiah. God is good and trustworthy. He is doing what he said he would do. 

Before we get too far into this chapter, I think this may be a good time to look at the 

differences in baptisms, John’s baptism and the baptism that Jesus commands in the Great 

Commission. John’s baptism was one of preparation. He preached that the kingdom of heaven 

was at hand, meaning that it was not yet here. In order for a person to be found righteous in the 

sight of God, faith was still required. Just like with Abraham, they were being called to look 

forward to the day when God would send his redeemer. Abraham received circumcision as a sign 

of the faith he held in God’s promised Messiah who was to come. Those being baptized by John 

 
2  This paragraph draws from thoughts in the New International Commentary on page 100. Mainly, the 

thoughts on Jesus being who the people of Israel could not be, the use of the term wilderness, and how from the 
wilderness the people of God began to become the people of God. 
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had already received circumcision. Receiving circumcision was a fulfillment of what had been 

commanded in the Old Testament. Receiving baptism was a sign that they were repentant. So 

why should Jesus need to be baptized? He had no need to repent. Jesus tells us why in verse 15, 

“to fulfill all righteousness.” In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Paul says that God made Jesus to become sin 

even though he had no sin of his own. Why is that? So that he could take those sins to the cross 

and make payment once and for all (Hebrews 10:1-18). Jesus identified with us in our sin. When 

we are baptized as a believer there are a few things that happen. We step into the water, we are 

lowered beneath the water, and we are raised out of the water. When Jesus was lowered into the 

water, this was symbolic of the death he would die for us. When he was beneath the water, this 

was symbolic of his burial. When he was raised, this was symbolic of the new life that he would 

be raised to live. So, for us…we are united with Christ in his sacrifice for our sins. We are buried 

with Christ in his death. Finally, we are raised to walk a new life, in submission to him through 

his Holy Spirit. John is technically the last of the Old Testament prophets. So his baptism, even 

though we read about it in the New Testament, is considered to be a part of the Old Covenant. In 

contrast, the baptism that Jesus commands is one of repentance, but also of identification with 

him as Lord and Savior as we look back to what God has already achieved through Jesus. Even 

though both baptisms are a sign of repentance, John had no authority to forgive sins. Since Jesus 

fulfilled all that was required by God for the redemption of sins, Jesus does have the authority to 

forgive sin.3  

In verse six, we see Matthew use a word that we may have heard, but I feel that few 

practice. This idea of confessing sins is one that I think we would do well to recover. This isn’t 

something that we do one time when we are saved (when we place our faith in Christ for the first 

time). James 5:13-16 talks about the prayers of a righteous person. Within that context, he points 

out that we should be in the habit of confessing our sins to one another and, in that confession, 

we would be healed. When we confess our sin to Christ and are saved, that’s the first step in a 

lifelong practice of confessing sin. The first time we confess sin, we are justified by God’s grace. 

We are no longer held to the penalty of sin. The continual confession is that of realigning our 

hearts with God’s heart. Let’s be honest…it doesn’t take long for us to slip. Continuing to 

confess to God when we sin is us agreeing with him that we are not Lord of our lives and that he 

is. And when we do this within the context of a body of believers, we are fulfilling what God 

commands. This is part of sanctification. We are being delivered from sin’s power in our lives. 

And on the day that God chooses to take us to heaven to be with him, we will finally be 

delivered from sin’s presence and we will receive our glorified bodies. This is called 

glorification.4 This is the day we all, as believers, long for. The day when we see him face-to-

face in all of his glory. There’s an old hymn, What a Day That Will Be, that says it better than I 

ever could. 

What a day that will be 

When my Jesus I shall see 

And I look upon his face 

The one who saved me by his grace 

When he takes me by the hand 

And leads me through the Promised Land 

 
3
 A good deal of this paragraph was influenced by the Reformation Study Bible, pg 1733 and the comments on 

Matthew 3:13-15. 
4
 The use of the alliterated Ps of sin are borrowed from Jen Wilkin’s article How Salvation Brings Freedom. 

https://www.jenwilkin.net/blog/2014/12/how-salvation-brings-freedom.html. Accessed on July 8, 2022. 

https://www.jenwilkin.net/blog/2014/12/how-salvation-brings-freedom.html
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What a day, glorious day that will be 

 

Matthew 3:7-12 

The Pharisees and Sadducees…man, we love to hate these guys, don’t we? How could 

they be so knowledgeable about the Scriptures, yet miss God in the flesh? But before we begin 

pointing fingers, let’s take a look at these guys. They were true, born as Jews and not converts, of 

the line of Abraham, people. If anyone would know God, surely it would’ve been these guys, 

right? The Pharisees were the ones in the community that you would go to if you needed 

clarification on a specific law, interpretation of a text, and that sort of thing. Nothing wrong with 

that, right? Then, at the same time, they would take great pride in themselves for knowing ALL 

of the laws. What’s wrong with that? Haha! Just kidding. There is a lot wrong with that. We 

know that it is not in the knowing of the scriptures that we are found to be righteous, but in 

knowing the ONE to whom the scriptures point, (John 5:39-40). And then, we have the 

Sadducees. They were the ones that were more concerned with political and financial gain than 

they were with the going-on with everyday life happenings. The Pharisees usually carry the 

lion’s share of the Christian dislike, while the Sadducees are not far behind. With this in mind, I 

am sure that, if we are honest with ourselves, we can probably relate to one of them. If we want 

to take an honest look at the Pharisees, let us look at our own lives. How much of the scriptures 

have we honestly attempted to apply in our daily lives? If we were to begin quizzing ourselves, 

might we compare our storehouse of biblical knowledge with the amount of times we have 

shared the gospel with our friends and family over the last few months? Perhaps we aren’t that 

different from the Pharisees? The reality is that we have all fallen short of what God has called 

us to. The Christian life is not about attempting to place all of our “good deeds” on one side of 

the GOD SCALES and then all of our “bad deeds” on the other side, then hope that the good 

outweighs the bad. It is only in knowing Jesus that we can be found to be righteous. Then the 

Sadducees. In the last few years, have we found ourselves in more conversations that deal only 

with what’s going on in the capitol? Do we tend to find ourselves chasing our thoughts on where 

the country is going politically throughout the day? “Now, Aaron…you know that’s not fair. You 

know that God commands us to be involved in the community. We should care about those 

around us and seek out ways for us to make a difference,” some might say. Yes, I would agree 

with that. What I want us to see is that if we aren’t careful, we can also find ourselves in similar 

shoes as the Pharisees and Sadducees. John doesn’t condemn them for their bloodline, their 

biblical knowledge, or their political ties. He condemns them for their lack of biblical fruit. They 

don’t have a lack of resources and relationships. They have a lack of biblical transformation, 

because they do not see that all of the Scriptures are fulfilled in Jesus. In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we 

are told that all of Scripture has been breathed out by God and is intended for our maturity in 

Christ. Our biblical knowledge should be evident in how it has transformed our lives. The more 

Bible we know, the more like Christ we should look and act. In turn, the more like Christ we are, 

the more we should be seeking to leverage our position in life for his glory. If all we do is seek to 

receive good teaching on Sundays and to know biblical facts to impress our small groups, then 

we are missing the point of who we are to become in Christ. If all we do is seek to climb the 

corporate ladder or amass all of the political clout, then we are going to fall short of why God has 

placed us within those positions and relationships in the first place. The Pharisees and Sadducees 

missed out because they thought that it was in their heritage, their knowledge of the law, and 
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their religiopolitical5 positions that they would be found to be righteous. John points out that in 

all their efforts, they are no better off than the Gentiles. 

In verses 11 and 12, we see that John understood his role. He knew that he was only here 

for a short time and that time was to be spent pointing others to God, through the Messiah. In 

verse 11, we see John use some interesting language when speaking of Jesus’ baptism. He says 

that Jesus will baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire.” When we are redeemed, the Holy Spirit 

comes to live within us and begins his work of sanctification. This process is one that we do not 

always recognize until we are years down the road in our walk with God. Following Jesus will 

result in us being transformed by the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. But if we reject him, we 

will experience the judgment of fire. In verse 12, John is clear on who’s in charge and who’s 

calling the shots—the Messiah. HIS winnowing fork. HIS threshing floor. HE gathers HIS 

wheat. HE will burn the chaff. This idea of a farmer separating wheat and chaff can be all but 

lost on us. Let’s take a quick look at what is taking place in the separation of the wheat and the 

chaff. Prior to the winnowing, the farmer would take the wheat in small bundles and whip the 

wheat into the ground. This helps to loosen the grain from the outer shell (chaff). In these verses, 

John says that “The One” coming has a winnowing fork in his hands. This tool looks similar to a 

pitch fork. You would take the winnowing fork and scoop up some of the wheat and then toss it 

into the air. The wind would blow through and separate the grain from the outer shell. The outer 

shell would be blown away and the grain would drop to the ground in small piles. This process 

can demonstrate how people deal with the trials and tribulations of this world. Once the 

winnowing was complete, as John says, the outer shells would be gathered and burned. They 

were not useful. What John is pointing to is that, much like Jesus’ parables, there will be those 

people that appear to be on the right path following Jesus, but in the end they will be found to be 

like the chaff. They will have produced no fruit and will be good for nothing, except to be 

thrown into the fire and burned. 

 

Matthew 3:13-17 

I love John’s statement about Jesus as he approaches the Jordan. In the gospel of John 

1:29, John refers to Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” How great 

is that? Can you picture it? You have been out in the wilderness for a few days now listening to 

this guy preach about the fulfillment of Scripture and how God is going to send the One and it 

will be soon…he’s just not sure when the One will come. Then, one sunny day, as John is getting 

into his rhythm of preaching, an average looking dude walks toward the water. Maybe you’ve 

seen him before, but just can’t place his face. Then, all of a sudden, John recognizes him and 

makes the introduction of all introductions, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world!” Your heart begins to beat a couple beats faster. Your mouth dries up. Something 

inside of you feels alive, maybe as though for the first time. You’ve heard all of the stories of 

how God had delivered his people from Egypt, from Babylon, and maybe someday from Rome 

as well. Is this the guy? Maybe he’s shorter than you thought he’d be. Maybe he doesn’t present 

himself like a king. But, there’s something about him that you just can’t put your finger on. This 

feeling in your bones that won’t quit…could this be the One? 

Oh what a day that would’ve been, am I right?! The name that John calls him by is one 

that he is worthy of. Jesus is the one that would live the perfect life we could not, in order that he 

might be the sacrifice needed for us to be redeemed. He truly is the Lamb of God! 

 
5
 https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html. Who were the Sadducees? Date accessed 7/5/2022. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Sadducees.html
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As Jesus steps into the water in Matthew 3, it seems as though John would prefer not to 

baptize him. If John is baptizing people as a symbol of their repentance as they are looking 

forward to the One that God would send one day, how could he be the one to baptize Jesus? 

However, Jesus says something that is key in verse 15, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

The chapter ends with Jesus coming up out of the water, a dove resting on him, and the 

voice of God declaring, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (3:17). What a 

crescendo of events! This is our Trinitarian God revealing something of his nature—he is one 

God who exists eternally as three separate persons; the Father, the Son,, and the Holy Spirit. We 

see the Trinity implicitly throughout Scripture, but here the persons of the Trinity are 

interrelating. In Jesus’ baptism, as later in Christian baptism, all three Persons of the Trinity are 

involved. The initiative of the Father, the vicarious work of the Son, and the glorifying, enabling 

power of the Spirit are all present.” 6 

Note that Holy Spirit of God was with Jesus before going into the water. There was 

nothing special about the muddy Jordan that made him more acceptable to God so that the Spirit 

of God would only now be welcomed. Much like there was nothing in the Jordan that made Jesus 

more acceptable to God, the same is true of us when we come out of the baptismal waters. God’s 

Holy Spirit comes to reside within us once God has regenerated our lives. The water baptism is a 

sign of what the Spirit has done in us as believers.  

Note also that Holy Spirit descending like a dove on Jesus is more for the people around 

Jesus. This was the beginning to Jesus’ earthly ministry. Isaiah prophesies about this in Chapter 

42. So when John sees the dove land upon Jesus, he sees this as a fulfillment of God’s word. 

So what do we take away from this chapter? There is so much that we have covered. 

What we need to see is that God is faithful in every area of life and he can be trusted in each 

season of life. His faithfulness to his purposes is not conditional upon our obedience. However, 

there will be specific moments in time when he has chosen and will choose to use the 

faithfulness of ordinary people (Zechariah, Elizabeth, and John the Baptizer) in order to bring 

about his glory. God can, at any time, step into our context and do things that we do not expect in 

order to bring about his will. However, it is usually in the mundanity of life that he works to 

bring us to repentance. God desires for us to live in a way that is consistent with his Son. Will we 

sin? Yes. Yet, as believers, we are not held by that sin any longer because Jesus has defeated sin 

and the grave. Should we be baptized? Yes. In obedience to God, and in following Christ’s 

example, once we have confessed Jesus is Lord, we should be baptized. In the end, our lives 

should be marked by submission to the Lord through true repentance and confession of sin. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus was and is perfect. He had no sin to repent of. Yet, submitting to the Father, he was 

baptized by John to fulfill all righteousness. When the Holy Spirit descended upon him, this 

makes it clear that he is the One that the Old Testament prophecies point toward. When the 

Father spoke, he confirmed that Jesus is the One to take away the sin of the world, once and for 

all.  

 

 
6 Reformation Study Bible. Note on the Spirit Descending in Mark 1:11. 
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A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Psalm 51 – David’s repentance for his sin with Bathsheba and killing Uriah. 

• Malachi 3, 4, & Isaiah 42 – Prophecies about Jesus. 

• Luke 1 – We are introduced to John’s parents. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 – God made Jesus to be sin for us, so that he might be our 

redeemer. 

• Hebrews 10 – We can have confidence in the once and for all time sacrifice of Jesus. 

 

 

  



 

 31 

Week 5 

Matthew 4:1-11 – The Temptation of Jesus 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

  In the ancient Greek epic The Odyssey, the hero, Ulysses (or Odysseus if using the 

original Greek name), encountered a problem during his sea voyage. A certain group of female 

"enchanters" known as the Sirens would use their irresistible singing to lure men to their island 

and, eventually, to their certain death. No man who listened to their alluring voices could resist, 

let alone survive, the call of the Sirens. To protect against this impending doom, Ulysses ordered 

all of his crew to stuff wax in their ears. However, Ulysses strongly desired to hear the Sirens' 

voice, despite knowing it could result in his death. In the end, Ulysses was able to survive 

hearing their voice by cleverly ordering his men to tie him down to the ship and refuse to release 

him. In this fantasy, Ulysses was able to have his cake and eat it, too.  

However, we live in a very different world. If we imagine the call of the Sirens as the 

temptation of our flesh, and we imagine ourselves as Ulysses, we should hopefully realize that 

flirting with certain disaster is incredibly foolish. Not only is this kind of behavior foolish; it is 

also deadly. We do not live in the world of The Odyssey, and you and I are not Ulysses. If we try 

to entertain halfway measures between resisting sin and giving in to sin, we will eventually find 

ourselves crashed upon the beach of death, overtaken by the irresistible call of our sinful desires.  

Thankfully, we have a Helper who empowers us to resist giving in to temptation. The 

Holy Spirit works within us to help us resist sin by the power of the one who overcame sin. He 

who overcame sin is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In Matthew 4, Jesus resists temptation, and his 

actions represent a reversal of Israel's failure to resist temptation in the Exodus centuries earlier. 

As we look to this passage, let us stand firm with confidence that our Savior is perfect, sinless, 

and has already won the war against sin. Let us remember that we do not fight our battles with 

temptation alone. But let us also remember that we must resist sin in this life as we await Jesus’ 

return. When it comes to resisting sin, there are no halfway measures. While believers are always 

secure in Christ, we can make a shipwreck of our earthly lives. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 4:1-11 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How are testing and tempting different? 

2. This passage is primarily about Jesus and his mission. Still, we can learn a lot about 

overcoming temptation from Jesus’ example. How might this passage illustrate how we 

can be better equipped to resist temptation? 
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3. Both Jesus and the devil quote Scripture in this passage. How are their methods different, 

and how might that instruct us about how we should understand and apply Scripture? 

4. Are there any examples you are willing to share of how you responded to temptation?  

 

 

Commentary 

 In the previous chapter, Jesus was baptized: “And when Jesus was baptized, immediately 

he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, 

‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:16-17). This Jesus is the 

Son of God, anointed by the Spirit, and he has come as the true Son to fulfill God’s promises.  

 

Matthew 4:1-11 

 Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Spirit, where he was tempted by the devil. 

Although the devil tempted Jesus, this was not done outside of God’s sovereign plan. The first 

verse explicitly states that Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Spirit of God. The devil 

presented three temptations to Jesus. In each instance, Jesus quoted Scripture and resisted 

temptation. What happened was not an unexpected battle with temptation. Instead, the Son of 

God demonstrated his true sonship through perfect obedience and loyalty to God the Father. 

The first temptation was to use his divine power to turn stones to bread. The devil began this 

temptation with the phrase, “If you are the Son of God…” This statement was probably not from 

a place of doubt on the devil’s part (see James 2:19), but was instead a temptation offered to 

Christ to use his sonship in a way that was outside of God’s mission and plan of redemption. It 

was not that Jesus lacked the ability to do miraculous things like turn water into wine or feed 

thousands with a few loaves of bread. Instead, it was that Jesus chose to endure hunger and 

temptation on our behalf, to resist temptation, and to pass the test of obedience and loyalty to 

God. In this way, Jesus succeeded where Israel failed time and time again. Jesus quotes from 

Deuteronomy 8:3, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.”  

 A second temptation is presented to Jesus. This time, the devil repeated the phrase “if you 

are the Son of God,” and he even quoted from Psalm 91:11-12, “‘If you are the Son of God, 

throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On 

their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” The devil again 

tempted Jesus to use his miraculous powers, this time to prove God’s ability to preserve his life 

from a fatal fall. Jesus resisted the temptation, and quoted from Deuteronomy 6:16: “You shall 

not put the Lord your God to the test.” This particular quote recalls Israel’s testing of the Lord in 

Exodus 17. In that passage, Israel was hungry and thirsty in the wilderness. After grumbling and 

complaining, they tested the Lord by asking, “Is the Lord among us or not?” Failing to trust God 

to provide and testing him showed that Israel had a rebellious heart. The fact is that we also have 

a rebellious heart. Simply put, we should not test God’s faithfulness by intentionally devising 

situations where we try to get him to do what we want or to prove himself to us. Instead, we 

should learn to trust God to provide, lean upon his wisdom and not our own, and resist 

temptation to test God. 

 The devil’s third temptation was the most blatant. The devil offered Jesus all the 

kingdoms of the world if he would only fall down and worship him. Jesus resisted yet again, 

rebuking the devil, and citing Deuteronomy 6:13, “You shall worship the Lord your God and 
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him only shall you serve.” The call to idolatry here was explicit. However, oftentimes in our own 

lives, we are slow to see how we may make idols in our lives and place more importance on 

them than God. For example, we may idolize work, success, being well-liked, hobbies, our 

family, and so much more. True, we may not “worship” these things in the same sense that we 

worship in a Sunday morning service. But we do ascribe value and worth to these things. When 

we value the things of the world more than God and his kingdom, we have our priorities 

backwards.  

Jesus, however, understood his mission and his role. Instead of taking a “shortcut” to 

being the King of kings, Jesus took the long and painful way of the cross, where he suffered in 

our place, conquered death through his death and resurrection, and now sits at the right hand of 

the Father in heaven. He rules not only as King of kings over all the earth, but also as King of 

kings over all creation, both earthly and heavenly. In Matthew 28:18, after Jesus’ resurrection, he 

tells his disciples: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” We serve a King 

who is unmatched in his authority and power, but also in his mercy and his love. Jesus is King of 

kings, and Lord of lords, and he is rightfully worthy to be praised.  

A few additional notes are worth mentioning. First, in the first two temptations, the devil 

prefaced each with the statement, “If you are the Son of God.” Near the end of Matthew’s 

gospel, the crowd repeated this same phrase at Christ while he was crucified on the cross 

(Matthew 27:40). The issue here is not simply one of demanding Christ to prove his divinity, but 

rather a case of warped expectations. The crowd had a certain idea of who the Messiah and the 

Son of God should be, and when Jesus did not match their expectations, they responded with 

unbelief and hatred. We should be careful to know and worship Jesus as he truly is. The problem 

is not that Jesus does not match our expectations; the real problem is that our expectations are 

often out-of-step with the character of God and his mission.  

Next, in the second temptation, the devil challenged Jesus to put God to the test and send 

a legion of angels to rescue him from a fatal fall. In Matthew 26:52-53, Jesus rebuked one of his 

disciples for attacking one of the men who seized Jesus: “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put your 

sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that 

I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 

But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?’” Despite having the power 

and ability to do so, Jesus did not run away from the suffering he endured to fulfill the promises 

of God. While we will not likely have to repeat the same exact suffering that Christ experienced 

by dying on the cross, we are all called to carry our cross. We know that we will suffer at times 

in this life. But we can trust God to carry us through suffering, and we should be careful that we 

do not resort to our own wisdom in attempts to rid ourselves of suffering.  

Finally, in the third temptation, Jesus rebuked the devil, saying “Be gone!” (Matthew 

4:10). Later, in Matthew 16:21-23, Jesus rebuked Peter after he told Jesus that he would not 

experience suffering and death: “But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are 

a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.’” Jesus’ rebuke emphasizes how often our human wisdom and focus is counter to the 

wisdom and focus of God. Again and again throughout Scripture, we read statements that echo 

this sentiment. One of the most well-known is from 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, where the apostle 

Paul writes: 

 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
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“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 

we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but 

to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 

of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than men.  

 

To highlight again how upside-down the wisdom of man and the wisdom of God can appear, 

biblical scholar D. A. Carson points out these ironies throughout Matthew’s gospel:  

 

Jesus is hungry (v. 2) but feeds others (14:13-21; 15:29-39); he grows weary (8:24) but 

offers rest (11:28); he is the King Messiah but pays tribute (17:24-27); he is called the 

devil but casts out demons (12:22-32); he dies the death of a sinner but comes to save his 

people from their sins (1:21); he is sold for thirty pieces of silver but gives his life as a 

ransom for many (20:28); he will not turn stones to bread for himself (4:3-4) but gives his 

own body as bread for people (26:26).7 

 

Let us be humble, and let us trust not in our wisdom, but lean fully upon the wisdom of God. 

A commentary on this passage would be incomplete without mentioning the many 

unmistakable parallels to Israel in this chapter. Just as Israel was led into the wilderness for forty 

years (Deuteronomy 8:2), Jesus was led into the wilderness where he fasted for forty days and 

forty nights. Just as Israel grew hungry in the wilderness (Exodus 17), Jesus was hungry. Just as 

Israel was tested in the wilderness, Jesus was also tested here in the wilderness. Finally, just as 

the nation of Israel is called by God as his “son” amongst all the nations, Jesus is the “Son of 

God.” When Israel was tested in the wilderness, they failed to live in obedience and loyalty to 

God. However, when Jesus was tested in the wilderness, the true Israel—the Son of God—

succeeded in every way.  

 Here is great news for us. Although we fail to live in perfect obedience and loyalty to 

God, Jesus accomplished this on our behalf. By living in perfect obedience, willingly laying 

down his life as a ransom for many, and conquering death through his resurrection, Jesus 

fulfilled the promises of God to redeem and save a people for himself. As believers in Jesus, we 

can live with hope and confidence that our Savior is risen, that death does not have the final 

word, and that our sins are forgiven. This is amazing grace.  

 Of course, we must be careful to not take such grace for granted. God calls us to live in 

obedience to him, to trust in him, and to grow in our love and knowledge of him. By doing this, 

we grow in holiness and become more like Christ. In order to do these things, we must be filled 

 
7 D. A. Carson, Matthew and Mark, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2010), 141. 
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with the Holy Spirit, we must pray, we must read and listen to God’s Word, and we must be in 

community with other believers.  

In this life, we will be tested, we will experience temptation, and we will suffer in various 

ways. If we cling to our own wisdom or desires, we will find ourselves crushed under the weight 

of these things. However, if we cling to Christ and follow him, we will be able to pass through 

trials, temptations, and suffering. No matter what we face in this life, we can be assured that the 

love of God will carry us through it all. In Romans 8:31-39, the apostle Paul writes: 

 
 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 

who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 

who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.         
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 

am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

Nothing, absolutely nothing, can separate us from God’s love if we are secure in Christ. 

We are loved, we are known, we are saved, and one day we will be glorified with Christ. 

Suffering, death, and all the negative consequences of sin will be no more. Spoiler alert: In The 

Lord of the Rings, after the Ring is destroyed at Mount Doom, Sam wakes up from his sleep and 

asks Gandalf, “Is everything sad going to come untrue?” The answer to Sam’s question, and the 

answer to the so-called “problem of evil,” is, “Yes! Everything sad is going to come untrue!” In 

Revelation 21, we read this great news:  

 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 

more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.” 

 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 

he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, 

“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 

will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers 

will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.” 
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If we believe in Christ, we are adopted into the family of God as his children. We are 

born again with the Holy Spirit residing within us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can 

resist the evil one and trust in the Lord. What a joy it is to know that we can persevere through 

today with the help of the Holy Spirit! And what a blessing it is to have a sure and steadfast hope 

for all of our circumstances, for all of our days!  

 

 

The Main Point 

Jesus is the true Israel, the true Son of God, who perfectly obeys God the Father. Jesus 

fulfills the promises of God by redeeming his people. Through Jesus’ life, death, and 

resurrection, we can have strength for today and hope for tomorrow.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 
• Deuteronomy 6-8 – Jesus quotes from chapters 6 and 8 in this passage where Moses 

reminds the Israelites of their forty years in the wilderness.  

• Hebrews 2:18 – “For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help 

those who are being tempted.” 

• Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

• James 1:12-15 – God does not tempt anyone, and he himself cannot be tempted.  
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Week 6 

Matthew 4:12-25 – Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom 

By Sebastian Schmidt 

 

Introduction 

When I was a child, I always wanted to be special and have a purpose. Whether it was at 

school, in sports, or in my family, I wanted to be someone who other people would talk about 

and say, “Sebastian is such a smart person, he is a great athlete or the best child we could have 

ever dreamed of.” I wanted to make a difference and somehow have an impact on the world. 

When I now look back to that time, I recognize that I was not even close to my own set goals. 

The reasons for that are many, be it my pride, my introversion, my lack of commitment, or just 

an absence of talent. And for sure, I did not have an impact on the world in the way I wanted. 

In reality, I was below average at school. I was a disobedient, self-centered son to my 

parents. I was not able or willing to change my school or family life so I focused on excelling in 

sports. But sport requires commitment and discipline which I did not have back then. Therefore, 

the whole thing was set up for failure.  

I started playing soccer when I was 9. Most kids on the team had already played for 

several years so I ended up being a benchwarmer and when we played pick-up soccer, I was one 

of the last kids that got picked. This big discrepancy between my goals and reality led to me 

quitting soccer. This started a series of one-year attempts to find my sport. I tried ping pong, 

bowling, tennis, handball, target shooting, and judo. As you can imagine, I never became really 

good at a single one of these sports. 

The whole pursuit to be special started to unravel in my teenage years and continued until 

my late twenties when I had been working for a couple of years, and became a husband and 

father. I felt enormous pressure to deliver and just felt so empty inside. I thought purpose in life 

can only be measured in worldly standards, and I recognized I would never measure up. 

Luckily, God chose me through His grace during the hardest time of my life and I 

became a believer. My faith in Jesus delivered me over time into a freedom I had never known 

before. This transformation happened gradually over the last 15 years. I am thankful that God 

placed other believers in my life, which spurred me on and helped me continue to grow in my 

faith and to find purpose.  

Our Christian life is not supposed to pause after we become believers. Salvation is the 

greatest gift we can ever receive, but it should just mark the beginning of our walk with God. 

After we become believers, Jesus invites us to follow Him. “If anyone would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it” (Luke .24)-9:23   

Jesus invites us to be His disciples and to follow Him. A lot of newborn Christians or 

unbelievers see this invitation as an attack on their life and that it would cause limitations in their 

pursuit of happiness. I can only talk about my experience, but my old life was limited by my 

performance and my unhealthy expectations. 

The new life I now live in Christ is not described by pressure and performance anymore 

but by the hope in Jesus Christ who loves me despite my earthly performance. “I have been 

crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 

(Galatians 2:20). He wants us to freely give up our old lives and the wrong hopes we have, and 
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to take the burdens from our shoulders. If we trust in Him, put Him first, and follow Him, He 

will guide our lives according to his plans.  

When Jesus asked Peter, Andrew, James, and John to leave their old lives as fishermen 

behind, they followed Him and became fishers of men. If we, too, decide to follow Him, it will 

not necessarily lead to a dramatic change of job or location, but it will change what we put our 

hope in. 

Now, as a child of God and a follower of Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in me, I 

recognize that I am special and that I can have an eternal impact. Not because of what I have or 

can accomplish on my own, but by what God has and will accomplish through me to glorify 

Himself.  

 

 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 4:12-25 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Have you had moments in your life when you felt a clear calling from Jesus to change 

things up? Did you follow the calling or did you find reasons not to do it?  

2. If you have put other things in your life before Jesus, would you be willing to give them 

up or to at least to give it a lesser priority? 

3. Do you believe that God’s plans for us will be better in the end than our plans?  

4. Do you keep trusting the Lord even if things don’t go your way? 

5. What do you think is the purpose of your life? 

 

Commentary 

 

What has happened so far? 

I just want to give a summary of some things that happened between Jesus’s baptism and 

his return to Galilee to start His public ministry. 

We know from Matthew 3:13-17 and John 1:29-34, that John the Baptist identified Jesus 

as the Son of God. Jesus was baptized by John before John was arrested. In John 1:35-39 we read 

that Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of John the Baptizer’s disciples. John—before 

he met Jesus the first time—was teaching his disciples that he was not the Christ and that he was 

just preparing the way for Him. Therefore, it would make sense that John’s disciples were 

waiting for the day to finally see Jesus as they did in this passage. The first thing Andrew does 

after he meets Jesus is to find his brother Peter and tell him that he has found the Messiah (John 

1:40-41). Isn’t that great news for Andrew and his fishermen companions Peter, James, and 
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John? The Jews were or are still waiting for the first coming of the Son of God and Andrew, 

Peter, James, and John are the ones who get to meet Him in person. Mind-blowing! 

They accompanied Jesus for a while and witnessed the first miracle at the wedding in Cana 

where Jesus turned water into wine. They were there when he cleansed the temple and when he 

had conversations with Nicodemus and the woman at the well. In Nazareth He reads the scroll of 

Isaiah and proclaims that He is the fulfillment of it: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing” (Luke 4:21).  

Did people around Nazareth and the region around the Sea of Galilee know Jesus before 

He started His public ministry? Most likely, yes. Jesus grew up as the son of a carpenter. A 

carpenter was not just someone who made wooden structures or furniture for houses, they did 

everything that had to do with wood. Back in the day, wood was also used to build 

wheelbarrows, trailers, wheels, or boats, for example. Carpentry in many cases was a traveling 

business because they had to get from one construction zone to the next. It is very likely that 

Jesus during his time as a carpenter traveled along the region of Galilee and helped to repair 

boats of fishermen during his travels.  

 

4:12-17 

In Matthew 4:12 we read that Jesus moved to Galilee, first to Nazareth and later to 

Capernaum after John the Baptizer was arrested by Herod Antipas. It doesn’t seem to be a 

coincidence that Jesus’s public ministry begins right when John’s mission to prepare the way for 

Jesus comes to an end.  

Matthew sees the move to Capernaum as the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah:  

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 

the Gentiles—the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in 

the region and shadow of death, on them, a light has dawned.” Capernaum was the territory of 2 

of the 12 Jewish tribes, Zebulun and Naphtali. Over the last several hundred years this area 

witnessed war, Assyrian invasion, displacement of people, and other things.  

Verse 16 says, “the people dwelling in darkness.” They were far away from living a life 

that was pleasing to God. “Galilee of the Gentiles” lets us know that many of the people of 

Galilee were not Jews. Spiritually, Galilee was a dark place. The Jews in this area longed for the 

Messiah to arrive to free them from Gentile oppression.  

When Jesus starts His public ministry, He reads the scroll of Isaiah in Luke  ,19-4:18

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

e captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to th

d’s favor.”set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lor  He did not start 

it in Jerusalem with the Pharisees, who thought that they were good enough and could work their 

way into heaven of their own accord. He started where the known sinners of the time lived. As 

the well-known saying goes: “God does not call the equipped, He equips the called.”  

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Today as back then, He is looking for 

sinners who acknowledge that they are lost and that they need a savior. He is looking for people 

who repent, who fully believe, and trust in him. For all do this, salvation is granted by Jesus’s 

life, death, and resurrection. Those who believe in Him will be transformed by the Spirit from 

sinners whose wages are death to children of God who walk in the light of Jesus and reflect Him. 

As followers of Christ, we should try to live a Christ-like life and shine His light into 

dark places. We are called to live holy lives. This means separating from the way the world acts 

and being distinct from those who don’t know Christ. We cannot try to live as close to the world 
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as possible. If we do that, people won’t see the difference between believers and the rest of the 

world. This would dim our light, and limit the opportunities to shine into dark places as Jesus 

did. He wants us to show the world that Jesus has overcome death and that we do not have to be 

afraid of it, for we know that those who believe in Him will have eternal life. To believe in Jesus 

is the first step in a Christian life, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

 

4:18-22 

When Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John out of their boats to follow Him, they 

already knew Him and believed that He is the Christ (For example at the wedding in Cana, John 

writes in John 2:11 “And his disciples believed in him”). But now, He asked them to follow Him. 

That means to take the next step from salvation to discipleship. Their lives revolved around 

fishing, repairing nets and boats, selling fish, and so on. Many times, they probably put their 

hopes on the next big catch. To leave their family business behind was not an easy nor a logical 

decision.  

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” It clearly says that “He” is making 

them fishers of men. He does not say, “because you are so smart, strong, rich, beautiful-looking, 

I have chosen you and will make you fishers of men.” His calling had nothing to do with what 

they could offer. The only thing they could bring to the table is to fully trust in Him and pursue a 

close relationship with Him. Salvation is a free gift of God.  

However, being a disciple cost them and it will cost us. We need to consider the cost as it 

is mentioned in Luke 14:26-33 (like the builder who wants to build a house and needs to 

calculate the cost for finishing his project). If we follow Him, we will have to give up our 

relationships with this world, which are not in step with His will. Over time, it should be our goal 

to replace all these ungodly relationships, with a much more intimate relationship to Jesus. This 

is the price we have to pay, which we need to take into account when we decide to follow Him. 

Following Jesus is part and parcel of salvation. 

Peter, Andrew, James, and John had counted the cost, and when Jesus asked them to 

change their lives. Verse 19 says, “Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” They left 

their “old lives” behind. The decision they made was not in step with worldly values, but led to 

an eternal reward, a relationship with God, which cannot be taken away from them and is by far 

a much greater treasure compared to the things they left behind. 

When God calls us to follow Him, there will be certain things in our life that are in stark 

contrast to the Word of God, which will hinder us from putting Jesus first and having a closer 

relationship with Him. The first commandment reminds us of that.  

However, the great news for believers is that we have the Holy Spirit in us, which will 

reveal exactly these things to us. To follow Jesus means to use these moments to repent and to 

replace ungodly things in our lives with biblical things, which please God. 

If we want to follow Jesus, we should welcome every opportunity to repent. We should 

shout for joy and tell our friends that we have found another thing that if dealt with correctly will 

make us a more holy, more Christ-like person. 

If you are like me, often we see repentance as an attack on our right to self-determination. 

I usually don’t find myself being very happy if the Holy Spirit or other believers reveal some 

things in my life that are not pleasing to God. God wants to help us to get rid of the sin in our 

lives, we often find excuses that whatever it is, is not as bad as it looks. We don’t like to be told 

that we are not good and that we are lacking in a lot of areas of our life. Nevertheless, if we are 
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honest, there is no better counselor than the triune God of the Bible. We should be very happy 

that He wants to help us clean every dirty spot in our lives for good. “Do not love the world or 

the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 

is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from 

the Father but is from the world” (1 John 16).-2:15  

I often wonder why it is so hard for me to acknowledge shortcomings, and to fix them in 

my spiritual life when, for example, I am usually good at fixing issues in my workplace. As an 

automotive engineer, I continuously need to deal with hidden issues in cars and sometimes it 

takes a whole team of engineers several days to find the root cause. But, once we finally do, we 

sometimes shout for joy and tell everybody involved that we have found the solution. We are 

somewhat proud of it and we immediately fix it to prove that we are right. We never try to find 

another solution for the obvious issue or argue if that will help the problem, we just fix it! 

But Satan and our sinful nature want to hinder us from pursuing holiness in our spiritual 

life. Jesus asks us the “discipleship question.” We can follow Him and have a deep relationship 

with Him, or decide to stay as close to the world as possible. I can only refer to my own life, but 

decisions I make without God’s counsel are often driven by selfish, sinful motives and usually 

don’t end well. They may lead to a short time of enjoyment before they become a burden and 

hurt my relationship with Jesus and the people around me. Is it not much better to let Him lead, 

He who is the Creator and knows 100% what’s best for us? He wrote our manual, He is the “I 

am” and we are not. To get a clearer picture of what He has in mind for us we need to know the 

manual, the living Word of God! Only if we dwell richly in His Word, will we be able to 

distinguish between thoughts that are from God or the ones which are driven by our flesh/Satan. 

Let us pursue holiness over happiness because holiness is the mark of those who are in Christ. 

 

4:23-25 

In this passage, Jesus starts to teach and preach the kingdom in many synagogues 

throughout Galilee. It says He healed “every disease and every affliction.” The Word of God 

needs to be taken literally. This is another foretaste of the coming Kingdom of God. He wants to 

deal with and make an end to every struggle we face in this life. He invites us to become children 

of God and to follow Him. For everyone who does, He promises a resurrected body free of all 

sinfulness and afflictions. 

The passage goes on and states that great crowds from various places did follow Him. It 

does not say that everyone who gathered around Him believed in Him. Most likely, some of 

them who were healed just went on with their lives and forgot about Jesus. For them, the healing 

was just temporary. Nevertheless, Jesus demonstrated impressively what He can do. Because He 

can deal with every problem, we should trust in His almighty power and should not hesitate to 

pray to Him to ask Him for healing or restoration, when we struggle here on earth. Does that 

mean He is always fixing everything that is going wrong for us on earth? Definitely not. 

Sometimes He wants to use afflictions to bring people closer to Him, or He uses them to make us 

trust His plans more or to show us how dependent we are on Him.  

The important message for us is that He can do so if that is part of His plan for us. The 

world around us should recognize that we are different because we don’t need to be afraid of our 

earthly death. After all, we know that when Jesus returns, we will be resurrected in Him.  

If we believe in Him, we can trust in His promises, that He will finally make an end to ALL 

troubles when He welcomes us into His eternal Kingdom, the New Jerusalem. 
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The Main Point 

Darkness is just the absence of light. Jesus is the light of the world and makes the darkest 

places shine bright. If we are willing to follow Him and put Him first, He will be the answer to 

our pressing questions. He is our only way to the Father. If we trust in Him the Kingdom of God 

is at hand, ready for us to enter. Give in, leave the old life behind and let Him lead the way. 

Disciples of Christ will find the purpose of life and have an eternal impact on the world and the 

coming Kingdom. 

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Acts 19:4 – John the Baptizer is pointing to Jesus 

• John 8:12 – Jesus, the light of the world. 

• John 1:9-13 – Gift of salvation. 

• Mark 1:15 – Repent and believe that the Kingdom is near. 

• Luke 5:31-32 – Jesus came to call sinners to repentance, not the righteous. 

• Matthew 8:18-22 – The cost of following Jesus. 

• Luke 9:23 – Deny yourself and follow Jesus. 

• James 4:4-6 – Friendship with the world is enmity to God. 

• Luke 14:33 – To be Jesus’s disciples, we need to leave our old life behind. 

• Colossians 3:16 – Dwell in the Word and share it. 

• 1 Timothy 4 – Spend your time on earth wisely. Abide in the Word and make Him 

known. 

• Proverbs 2:1-15 – God’s wisdom guides wise decisions. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – We are sojourners of this world. Stay strong and keep your focus 

on eternity.  
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Week 7 

Matthew 5:1-20 - The Surprising Way of the Kingdom 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

The ending of the fourth chapter of Matthew provides us with a backdrop as we begin to 

consider the longest and most famous discourse of Jesus—the Sermon on the Mount. Though 

still early in his ministry, Jesus has already traveled widely throughout his home territory of 

Galilee and the nearby trans-Jordanian region of Sicily, preaching repentance, proclaiming his 

gospel, healing the sick, and casting out demons. In doing so, he has developed quite a 

following, with some even traveling north from Jerusalem, 75 miles away. Having gained the 

attention of the masses by his miracles of healing, our Lord ascends an unnamed hill in Galilee, 

gathers his disciples around, and sits down to teach. 

 Commentator Matthew Henry has remarked upon some interesting similarities—and 

differences—of this setting to another we read about in Exodus. In the first instance, the Lord 

comes down upon Mount Sinai, following the miraculous delivery of the Israelites from Egypt, 

to give his law to Moses; in the second, the Lord goes up the mountain in Galilee, following his 

miraculous healings, to deliver the sermon which is his exposition of the law. On Sinai, he spoke 

in thunder and lightning; on the common mountain in Galilee, in the normal, speaking voice of a 

rabbi. In Exodus, the people are strictly ordered to keep their distance from the holy mountain; in 

Matthew, Jesus invites them closely into his presence, and takes his seat to teach. The similarities 

are striking, but with welcome differences as well, perhaps suggesting that the guidance handed 

down in the revered law of Moses is now to be unfolded more fully and personally through the 

inviting figure and clear sayings of the master teacher himself. 

 As recorded by the disciple Matthew, the sermon is actually quite brief. One might read 

the entirety of it in about ten minutes. Perhaps it was somewhat longer as actually delivered by 

Jesus. But its very succinctness—in contrast to the Mosaic Law, numbering 613 commandments 

when taken with the scribal interpretations known as the oral Torah—helps punctuate the simple, 

repeated message Jesus drove home to his followers: Be different, by being changed, and be 

blessed. 

 

 

Read Exodus Matthew 5:1-20 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. At this point in your walk with the Lord, how consistently does your character conform 

with that described in the Beatitudes? Are you stronger in some areas than in others? 

2. When does the disciple of Christ receive the rewards promised in the beatitudes? 
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3. What are some ways that you see Christians being salt in our world? What is a possible 

way that you could function as salt to the world? How are others being light to the world? 

How could you serve as light to the world? 

4. How can we prevent our salt from losing its taste? 

 

 

Commentary 

 

Matthew 5:1–12 

 The substance of these verses contain what have come to be known as the beatitudes. 

They are simple but profound statements that describe the character of a Christ follower. The 

eight beatitudes, taken together (in the words of John Stott) “are Christ’s own specification of 

what every Christian ought to be…his ideal for every citizen of God’s kingdom.” A disciple of 

Christ is responsible to possess not one, or a few, but all of them, and each person who exhibits 

these characteristics is pronounced “blessed” and promised a future reward as well. As we will 

see, this is only possible through the Spirit given by Jesus. 

 As we look individually at the following beatitudes, we can begin to see how 

countercultural they truly are. They do not describe the typical behavior of the worldly person, 

not even that of the most religious of the world. They are most decidedly not in alignment with 

worldly wisdom—in fact they often turn the wisdom of the world upside-down. The fact that 

several of the beatitudes describe people in seemingly undesirable states might cause us to 

wonder exactly what is the meaning of the word “blessed” in this context. The actual Greek word 

is “makarios,” which can accurately be rendered “happy,” but many commentators object that 

this word-choice communicates less than what is meant. Jesus seems to be describing something 

deeper than a mere state of subjective cheerfulness. Perhaps a more fitting idea is that 

“makarios” carries the meaning of “fortunate.” Using this sense, the reason that those described 

in the beatitudes are to be considered fortunate is that they are thought well of by God, they are 

in the good graces of the only Judge who has ever mattered and who will ever matter in the time 

to come. With that idea as our guide, let’s consider them, one at a time. 

 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” What does it mean 

for one to be poor in spirit? To be poor is to be needy, and all types of physical poverty are 

described in the Old Testament—hunger, thirst, homelessness, afflictions, indebtedness. Any one 

of these alone might be capable of driving us towards the Lord. But the type of poverty likely 

referred to here is the knowledge of our absolute “spiritual bankruptcy before God” (Stott). It is 

the spiritual poverty realized by the tax collector in Jesus’s parable of Luke 18:13-14, who 

“standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner.’” To be enabled by the Spirit to understand the depth of our spiritual 

poverty is a valuable gift, for merely to know the truth carries a blessing of its own. But having 

arrived at that understanding, to understand that, notwithstanding our helpless condition, we are 

even so promised the further, undeserved reward of kingdom citizenship—that is a true cause for 

joy. The kingdom of heaven belongs not to the strong and self-sufficient, but is the present and 

future possession of those who recognize their complete spiritual poverty and cast their hopes on 

God alone. 

 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Jesus is indeed our 

Comforter, in all trials and losses, and how thankful we are for the invitation to call upon him 

when our hearts are heavy. But I’m not sure that I want to be made to mourn so that I can then be 
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comforted. Perhaps the idea here is of a mourning on account of our own spiritual poverty, that 

referred to in the first beatitude. We not only recognize sin, in ourselves and in others, but we 

begin to comprehend its painful and tragic consequences—that it dishonors God, that it causes 

hurt to ourselves and others, that it misrepresents the ideal for a Christ-follower. Sometimes the 

truth hurts. Mourning is the natural emotional response of a believer to these realizations, and is 

the required first step towards contrition. So where is the promised comfort for this mourning? It 

floods into the heart of the sinner who comprehends the fact that forgiveness is his, free and 

complete, a gift, arising out of the willing sacrifice of Christ; who can look forward with eyes of 

faith to that day when Christ will surely return in power and righteousness, to put all things right; 

who understands that then sin, together with all its pain and tragic consequences, will be no 

more. 

 “Blessed are those who are meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” What a foreign concept 

that is today! Meekness does not seem to be generally regarded as something to be desired, at 

least not in our society. I remember how as a boy I was consistently encouraged to be assertive, 

to stand up for myself, and to never shy away from conflict if my interests were being 

threatened. This posture of self-assertion was encouraged not only by my father but also by 

teachers, coaches, and Scoutmasters. It wasn’t until my teen years, when I began to experience a 

deepening of my faith, that I started to question the wisdom of such an emphasis. So what is the 

meekness required of us by God? It starts with a true view of ourselves, informed by the Word of 

God, as revealed to us by the Spirit. If we are poor in spirit and mourn our sin, we are well on the 

way to meekness, for we cannot know ourselves as God knows us and remain haughty. The truth 

begets humility, leading to gentleness and patience towards others, a forgiving and understanding 

spirit, and the calmness to accept that, whatever the actions of others might be, nothing can touch 

us except that it passes through the hands of our loving Father. Ultimately, meekness rests upon 

appreciation for and trust in the providence of God. So how is it that these meek people will 

inherit the earth? Isn’t it the strong, the tough, the strivers who always win out in the end? Not by 

the Lord’s calculus, for Christ’s inheritance is awarded by the Father. The meek have Christ, and 

Christ has all, and he is bringing a new heaven and a new earth when he returns, one that will not 

pass away. The meek are then like Paul, “as having nothing, yet possessing everything” (II 

Corinthians 6:10). 

 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” 

Having been shown by Jesus the completeness of our spiritual poverty; having been led to mourn 

our sin and the sin of the world; having adopted the fit attitude of humility and begun to conduct 

ourselves with meekness; we know now that we are badly in need of righteousness. If we are 

believers, it’s not a legal righteousness we still need. Having turned to Christ, we rejoice in the 

knowledge that we will not be judged according to our own righteousness but by the 

righteousness of Christ, imputed to us because of his sacrifice. But we now have new hearts of 

flesh, as promised in Ezekiel 36:26. On these new hearts is written the Law of the Lord, and 

these new hearts are sensitive and feeling. They yearn for righteousness, for integrity in thought 

and behavior, for our thoughts and behaviors to comport with exactly what is written upon them. 

Of course these new hearts must continue to wage war against the flesh. To guard against the 

flesh requires care, maintenance, and protection. It is our responsibility to cultivate the hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, by actively and intentionally turning away from things that tempt us 

to unrighteousness and turning towards those things that support holiness. Another luxury? 

Probably not. A generous gift to someone in need? Probably so. Questionable media exposures? 

No. Regular Bible study? Yes. Knowing your own heart, you get the picture. The Lord motivates 
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these efforts and honors them, and the more we mortify the sinful desires of the flesh and feed 

our hunger and thirst for righteousness, the greater our hunger and thirst will be. So goes the 

process of sanctification, as demanding as it is satisfying. To those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, the Lord promises satisfaction and will give it, increasingly as our sanctification 

progresses, reaching its perfect realization when he returns. 

 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” Does the Lord mean by this 

statement that we earn mercy by extending mercy? The statement certainly sounds transactional. 

But, as with all passages, Scripture is best interpreted by reference to Scripture, and innumerable 

passages present the saving mercy of God as a free gift, completely unconditional and unearned. 

The recipient of such great mercy will be eager to show mercy to others, and if he is not, then 

there are legitimate doubts as to whether he has ever repented and received God’s mercy himself. 

Citizens of God’s kingdom will extend mercies of all kinds to people with every sort of need. As 

Jesus himself remarked on the eve of his crucifixion, “By this all people will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). And the experience of the believer 

who shows mercy will be, from the Lord, ongoing mercy, beyond that already realized, unending 

for all time. 

 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Our study of Exodus introduced us 

to a network of laws based around the concept of purity. The religious leaders of Jesus’s day 

placed great emphasis on observance of ceremonial purity. But in this teaching, Jesus 

emphasizes that this ceremonial, outward purity is only a symbol of a more important type of 

purity, that of the heart. The heart commended by the Lord is sincere, guileless, and undivided. It 

is not made wholly pure in an instant upon conversion but is improved steadily and surely over 

the years. There will be exposures of residual impurity, of course, and we will sometimes find 

ourselves crying out to the Lord the prayer of King David, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me.” But, “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9) and we will see him, now by 

faith, then face to face. 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” Christians are called 

to be peacemakers, because Jesus is the ultimate peacemaker, making enemies of God into 

beloved sons of God. He reconciled us, “making peace by the blood of his cross” (Colossians 

1:20).  One way we can help make peace between man and God is to be active in sharing this 

good news! Followers of Jesus should also seek to promote harmony in relationships, even if that 

requires personal sacrifice. It goes without saying that Christ-followers should always strive to 

steer away from stirring up unnecessary conflict. However, we are not called to promote peace at 

all costs. Jesus never shrank from speaking truth, and we are never called to appease those who 

practice unrighteousness, behave with impurity, and promote false doctrine. What was right 

behavior for Jesus is also right for the sons of God. 

 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” It is not a coincidence that this beatitude 

follows directly behind the one commending peace-making. As hinted in the above paragraph, it 

is not always possible to make peace. Not all persons are reconciled to God and not all will be 

reconciled to us. In fact, some will hate us for sharing the fact of their unrighteousness and 

spiritual poverty, not wanting to yield (supposed) sovereignty over their own lives in exchange 

for reconciliation with God. Martyrdom has been present from the beginning and it continues 
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today, increasingly in our country, but more harshly in many other places the world over, and we 

should not expect to escape all suffering ourselves. One would expect Jesus to counsel patience, 

stoicism, and determination, but instead he recommends rejoicing and gladness! As Christians, 

we are to consider it a privilege to share in the Lord’s sufferings, for they are temporary and 

limited in comparison to the brightness and blessing that will be our everlasting reward in 

heaven! 

 

Matthew 5:13-16 

 Jesus here uses two metaphors to illustrate the character and actions he requires from his 

disciples—salt and light. Salt is most likely thought of by us as a seasoning, and it is useful for 

that. But before the time of refrigeration, salt was an indispensable commodity for preservation, 

as without it fish and meat would inevitably be wasted to decay. Jesus here declares to his 

disciples that they are the salt of the earth. Our world is in moral and spiritual decay. We are 

witness to it in the present, but the biblical record shows that it has been going on since Eden, 

continuing in the post-flood world of Noah, in the degradation during the time of the Judges, and 

in the descent of Israel and Judah into apostasy and idol worship before the captivity. One is 

tempted by the events of today to be overwhelmed, reduced to inaction, responding only by 

passive complaining. This is not the reaction the Lord intends us to have. Instead, he intends for 

us to energetically exert a preserving effect wherever we are—in our homes, in our schools, in 

our places of work, in our communities, our country, and our world. We are to behave rightly 

and condone righteousness. We are to volunteer and work hard for good causes. We are to 

compassionately involve ourselves in addressing hunger, homelessness, issues of health. We are 

to minister to the poor, the sick, the widowed, and the orphaned. And in so doing, we are to help 

preserve what is good in this good world that God has given us. There are also times when we 

must speak out against untruths and evil deeds, combat injustice, and protect the weak. These 

applications of our saltiness will be considered by some to be abrasive and caustic, and have 

been the cause of much persecution against the saints (e.g., John the Baptist). In whatever venue 

the Lord calls us to, to serve as salt to the world we must retain our saltiness. In Jesus’s day and 

region, most of the salt was harvested from the Dead Sea, and the powder called “salt” was 

actually made up of sodium chloride (real salt) and other impurities that had no value. Exposed 

to the elements over time, the sodium chloride would be largely dissolved, leaving only the 

remaining powdery impurities, which were worthless for the purpose of preservation. Our Lord 

warns us that if we allow our saltiness to “lose its taste,” we are useless in the role to which we 

have been called. In other words, protect the purity of your saltiness! 

 Jesus also describes his disciples as “the light of the world.” He then uses two examples 

of a city on a hill and a lamp, emphasizing that their light should not be hidden. Here, again, 

what Jesus is saying is definitely counter-cultural. What the world would prefer from us, if we 

insist on calling ourselves Christians, is for us to practice our religion quietly and privately, 

never engage in proselytizing another, and above all to always take great care to never say or do 

anything that might possibly offend someone who has not yet met the Lord. But Jesus points out 

an important fact: Christians have the light, non-Christians don’t, and it is possible, even natural, 

that we share it. We do this by both words and action, speaking the gospel and doing good 

works, and if we do both, according to Jesus, others will understand and will give glory to our 

Father in heaven.  

 

Matthew 5:17-20 
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 Even by this early point in his ministry, Jesus was recognized as one who spoke with 

authority. This could have been a bit confusing to many who heard him, as the authority of all 

religious teaching in their lives before now could be traced directly back to the Law of Moses. 

Was Jesus bringing a new teaching? Jesus answers this question with an emphatic “No!” He was 

not replacing or abolishing the Law; instead he was fulfilling it. The Pharisees’ efforts in keeping 

the Law were directed towards perfect, external conformity to the letter of it. The scribes helped 

out by generating specific minutiae describing in extreme detail exactly what was required by the 

Law, often in ways which lessened the burden of those under it, especially those in power. Jesus 

revealed how he felt about this approach when he said, “unless your righteousness exceeds that 

of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” The righteousness 

preached by Jesus retains every bit of the instruction given by Moses and the prophets; but it 

goes beyond that achieved by the religious leaders, in that it penetrates and purifies the heart, and 

is found only in those who have given their hearts wholly to the Father, having been reconciled 

to him through Christ. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

The way of the kingdom is not the way of the world. The path to blessing starts not with striving 

but with regeneration, which produces the inner righteousness of the heart. We are to be salt and 

light to the world, and our actions should bring glory to the Father. The Law of Moses was not 

abolished by Christ but perfectly fulfilled in his life. He has written it on our hearts through his 

Spirit.  

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Exodus 19 & 20 - The Lord gives his Law to Moses 

• Luke 18:13 - Jesus’s parable praising the publican who realizes his sin and cries out to 

the Lord for forgiveness. 

• 2 Corinthians 6:10 - Paul might have nothing in this world, but having Christ, he has 

everything, for Christ has all. 

• John 13:35 - When we show love to one another, people will recognize us as belonging to 

Jesus. 

• 1 John 1:9 - Though our hearts are not completely pure, God is faithful to forgive 

confessed sin and to cleanse us from unrighteousness. 
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Week 8 

Matthew 5:21-48 - The Fulfillment of the Law 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 I loved growing up in a large family, but nine children is a lot—I don’t care who you are. 

Having a family that large lends itself to a certain amount of chaos potential. At any moment, 

things could accelerate from peaceful and quiet to utter lawlessness—a child surprisingly squirts 

the gel from a Glade Plug-in directly into their eye, one of the little kids has somehow dialed 911 

on the telephone, another child has accidentally pogo-sticked backwards through a window, two 

of the kids are missing, and someone forgot to tell mom about their science project until the night 

before it was due. Things like these could happen at any moment or all at the same time, 

depending on the day.  

 I don’t know that we would have survived if my dad wasn’t so adept at making rules.  

Most of the rules were meant to bring order to the chaos or to intentionally point our attention to 

God and his Word, but there were also rules that just seemed to come out of nowhere. Rules like 

Nelsons don’t wear jeans with holes in them, Nelsons don’t wear hats inside and definitely take 

off their hats and stand at attention for the national anthem, Nelson boys don’t wear jewelry, 

Nelson boys don’t lay out to tan, Nelson boys don’t eat without a shirt on, and Nelsons don’t 

grow up to be clowns were all rules that were seared into our consciences. Of course, violation of 

these rules didn’t mean we weren’t Nelsons, they just meant we weren’t acting like Nelsons. 

There was a certain rigid community standard we were all expected to live up to as members of 

the Nelson household.   

 In Matthew 5:21-48, Jesus covers six different areas of the law that the contemporary 

culture had been neglecting. It was not that they did not follow the letter of the law; it was that 

they failed to see God’s heart and purpose in the giving of the law. Jesus’ call to his disciples is 

that those who belong to the Kingdom of Heaven live like it. They don’t act like the Pharisees 

do, because they are seeking after a righteousness that far surpasses them.  

 

 

Read Matthew 5:21-48 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How seriously do you take personal holiness? Is it something you think about at all? 

2. Jesus teaches how the law is actually far more difficult to keep than we may have 

originally thought. When you think about God’s standard of holiness, what is your initial 

reaction? 

3. How do you personally wrestle with the sins Jesus here talks about?  
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Commentary 

 In the verses that immediately precede this section, Jesus made two claims that may be 

seen as confusing to some. He states very strongly that his coming is not to abolish the law and 

the prophets but to fulfill them. The law is a good thing that reflects the person and character of 

God, and it was instituted by God for the good of sinful humanity. Christians will rightly 

understand that Christ’s fulfilling the law and prophets means that he is going to be the substance 

of all the prophetic, Old Testament shadows, and that he is going to thereby, as the second 

Adam, keep the law of God perfectly in his active obedience to God the Father (Romans 5:12-21, 

8:3-4, 1 Corinthians 15:45). If we rightly understand the depths of our sin, we know that we lack 

any ability to do anything that pleases God apart from Christ making us alive as a new creation 

in him (Romans 8:8, Ephesians 2:1-5). 

This is where it may get confusing. After stating that he has come to fulfill all the law and 

the prophets, he then declares that the law is still binding—that even the least of the commands 

should not be relaxed or taught as unimportant. Those who do so will be called least in the 

Kingdom of Heaven, but those who keep the law and teach others to will be called great in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. Unless our righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, we won’t even enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 Scribes and Pharisees were known for their rigid and legalistic keeping of the law. To 

exceed them in righteousness would mean living a very holy and blameless life. This is where 

the confusion comes in. It sounds like Jesus is at the same time declaring himself the one who 

will fulfill the law and prophets (becoming the substitutionary righteousness on our behalf that 

our very salvation requires), and the one who will judge our righteousness pass/fail (instituting a 

strict policy that weeds out any truly sinful people). So, which is it—is our salvation depending 

solely on Jesus’ righteousness, or do we have to strive for holy perfection in all that we do? It’s 

impossible to really understand the six examples Jesus gives without working this out in our 

hearts and minds.  

 Years ago, Dr. Kevin DeYoung wrote a book called The Hole in our Holiness, a book 

largely about the contemporary neglect of Christians to pursue holiness despite the Bible’s 

repeated emphasis on holiness (1 Peter 1:16, 1 Thessalonians 4:7). After describing our mindset 

toward holiness as some people view camping (fine for some people but not for me), DeYoung 

says this:   

 

The hole in our holiness is that we don’t really care much about it. Passionate exhortation 

to pursue gospel-driven holiness is barely heard in most of our churches. It’s not that we 

don’t talk about sin or encourage decent behavior. Too many sermons are basically self-

help seminars on becoming a better you. That’s moralism, and it’s not helpful. Any 

gospel which says only what you must do and never announces what Christ has done is 

no gospel at all. So, I’m not talking about getting beat up every Sunday for watching 

SportsCenter and driving an SUV. I’m talking about the failure of Christians, especially 

younger generations and especially those most disdainful of “religion” and “legalism,” to 

take seriously one of the great aims of our redemption and one of the most required 

evidences for eternal life—our holiness (DeYoung, 12, emphasis his).  

 

 The reason the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees is insufficient for entrance into 

the Kingdom of Heaven is because they pursued holy living as a means to make themselves 

righteous. But we who have been made alive in Christ recognize that it is only possible to pursue 
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holy living if it is built upon the foundation of the finished work of Christ. So, the list of six 

categories Jesus covers in this section is not an entrance exam where any small failure will mean 

you are forever banned from his kingdom. Rather, it is a description of the moral lifestyles of 

those who are citizens of Heaven’s kingdom—those who do not settle for the loosened 

interpretations put forth by their contemporary “scholars,” but strive for actual holiness in all 

they say and do.  

 This striving for holiness should be the pursuit of all of Heaven’s citizens, because they 

don’t want to remain in their former ignorance and understand that they were redeemed at a great 

cost—the precious blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:13-21), because they recognize that they have been 

saved by grace through faith and have been born again in Christ Jesus for good works ordained 

by God to be walked in (Ephesians 2:8-10), because they know that they will stand before the 

judgment seat of Christ to give an account of themselves to God (Romans 14:10-12, 2 

Corinthians 5:10), and because they are seeking after the reward to be given to them by God in 

the final judgment, namely eternal life.  

So, when we think about the pursuit of holiness, we don’t need to think that it is either 

Christ’s righteousness on our behalf or it is our striving after holy living; this is a category error. 

Instead we understand that, because we have been made righteous through the work of Jesus, we 

have been made citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. In the verses that follow, Jesus is showing 

us that those who belong to the Kingdom of Heaven live a certain way. Confident in Christ’s 

work for them, they no longer cling to their sinful flesh but live as those that have been brought 

from death to life—because they have been brought from death to life. John Stott summarized 

this well when he said, “The whole Sermon in fact presupposes an acceptance of the gospel… an 

experience of conversion and new birth, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It describes the 

kind of people reborn Christians are (or should be)” (37).  

 

Matthew 5:21-48  

 As we look at each of these six passages from Jesus, you’ll note that they all begin with 

some measure of “You have heard it said… but I say to you.” Some people read this and assume 

that Jesus is beating his chest at the Old Testament, reinterpreting what has been spoken and 

followed for generations through a New Covenant lens, but that’s not at all what he’s doing. 

“Jesus is not criticizing the OT but the understanding of the OT many of his hearers adopted” 

(Carson, 148). In other words, he’s showing the righteousness of the Pharisees (and any other 

dead men trying their best to be good) to be insufficient. The result is two-fold: we despair at our 

inability to keep the law, which drives us to the throne of grace for help in our time of need, and 

we have at the same time a holy standard of living to strive after in seeking to be righteous 

members of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 Also worth pointing out: I greatly admire Jesus’ preaching style. He takes a prominent 

idea from their culture, shows them how it is wrong and out of step with God’s Word, and then 

gives them the way that they actually should be living. His method is simple, but has great depth. 

You’ll also notice from most of these sections that there is also a somewhat radical way of living 

called for within them (cut off your hand, gouge out your eye, etc.). Following Jesus as members 

of the Kingdom of Heaven requires a radical change in behavior. 

 

Matthew 5:21-26 - Anger: Ask anyone about their sin, and if the conversation continues long 

enough, you’ll likely hear them say something like, “I mean, it’s not like I’ve killed anybody.” 

This seemed to be something like how the Pharisees had interpreted the law—so long as they 
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hadn’t committed the physical act of murder, they were free and clear. But Jesus narrows the 

focus of the law to include anger with one’s brother and the destructive, spoken outworkings of 

that anger. Jesus commands his followers to prioritize reconciliation with one another in two 

ways. First, he commands them to leave their offering at the altar to go and immediately be 

reconciled with them. Second, he drives home the importance of reconciliation by showing how 

anger can have disastrous repercussions on a human level (being tried and sentenced for a 

wrongdoing), and then by implication on an eternal level (How much worse would it be to not be 

reconciled to God?) (Wilkins, 1829).   

When we think about anger, we most often associate the emotion with a person giving 

full vent to their emotions and expressing their anger sinfully. Perhaps they’re shouting, flipping 

over the Monopoly board or even throwing a punch at another person. But that puts anger into 

too neat of a box, always thinking of it as a sinful emotion. It’s hard for a culture as sensitive as 

ours to understand this, but there is such a thing as righteous anger. We see God get angry 

numerous times in the Old and New Testaments, and what is God’s divine wrath but a righteous 

outworking of his anger toward sinners? When we think about anger, let us remember the call of 

Ephesians 4:26, “Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger.” There are 

things that will make us justifiably angry, but our response to these feelings should be restrained 

and holy, and we should not dwell on and obsess over these ephemeral moments.  

 

Matthew 5:27-30 - Lust: Dean Martin once sang, “Brother you can’t go to jail for what you’re 

thinking or for that wooed look in your eye standing on the corner watching all the girls go by.” 

Many men and women may have thought that their morality was under control because they 

were not acting on their lustful passions—either through the textbook commission of adultery or 

for some step down that path. But Jesus makes it clear that adultery is not merely a consensual 

sex act between two adults. Just as the commandment against murder speaks to the anger and 

hatred you have in your heart, the commandment against adultery speaks to the desire you have 

to possess all or part of another person to gratify your sexual desires.  

 Jesus’ call to his followers is to take drastic measures—whatever measures necessary—to 

ensure that they do not allow their lusts to enslave them. After all, it is better to sacrifice part of 

the body than your whole body be thrown in hell. Were we to follow his radical solution here 

literally, there would be far less clapping at Anchor Church—not that that’s an issue. Instead, we 

should understand that Christ is saying even things of great value should be sacrificed to make 

sure we remain sexually holy in heart, mind, and action for God and our spouses (Wilkins, 

1829). This will likely not mean you pluck out your eyes or cut off your hands—but it may mean 

missing out on popular movies and TV shows, having accountability within the body of Christ, 

and/or installing filters and software on your electronic devices that tell on you if and when you 

browse where you shouldn’t.  

 

Matthew 5:31-32 - Divorce: We may want to deal with adultery and divorce separately, but the 

passage here on divorce follows naturally as a continuation of the previous. “The OT not only 

points toward insisting that lust is the moral equivalent of adultery but that divorce is as well. 

This arises out of the fact that the divorced woman will in most circumstances remarry… That 

new marriage, whether from the perspective of the divorcee or the one marrying her, is 

adulterous” (Carson, 152). The exception Jesus gives here is on the grounds of sexual 

immorality. In such a case, a husband or wife is permitted to seek a divorce lawfully, but they do 

not have to.  
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 Much more could be said about divorce and many other passages and perspectives on 

those passages could be cited, but I think that would cloud the issue and fail to deliver on the 

simple point that Jesus is making. Marriage is not a casual relationship to enter into; it is a 

covenantal commitment between one man and one woman that is meant to display a picture of 

the gospel for the world to see (Ephesians 5:31-33). Jesus is speaking to a culture where divorce 

was popular and easy to obtain for trivial reasons (much like ours). He is correcting the teaching 

that if you merely divorce the right way, through the proper procedures, divorce is permissible. 

Divorce never gladdens the heart of God, and divorce and remarriage, apart from the extremely 

narrow circumstances allowed for it, is unbecoming of those who belong to the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

 

Matthew 5:33-37 - Oaths: Promises, vows, and oaths are part of our society. We see them in 

courtrooms, at the wedding altar, and in our employment contracts. A quick and shallow reading 

of these verses may bring you to think that none of these things are permissible for the Christian 

to engage in, but that is not what Jesus is saying to his followers here. However, there are several 

other things we should draw out from this prohibition against oaths.  

 First, Christians should be people of integrity whose word can be relied upon. We are not 

to be people who only come through on the things that we promised in writing. In honesty, 

whatever we said we would do, we should do. Second, we are not to give authority to things or 

people that should only belong to God. “When we swear by heaven, our mother's grave, or 

anything else, we are attributing to created things the power and authority that belong only to 

God. To attribute to my mother's grave omnipotence and omniscience is to make of my mother's 

grave an idol, which does dishonor to God” (Sproul, 121). Third, we are not to assume the place 

of God ourselves, thinking that we have our own little worlds under enough control to ensure 

that something will or will not occur, for we cannot (naturally) make one hair of our heads white 

or black.  

 

Matthew 5:38-42 - Retaliation: A fair number of the men reading this right now probably had a 

dad that said something like, “Boy, don’t you ever go picking any fights, but don’t you run away 

from any fights either.” It can be a difficult and prideful pill to swallow to take a path of de-

escalation in a situation where we want to respond in kind. We may be mocked for it, and it may 

offend our natural sense of justice to let things go, but we can let things go—it’s okay to let 

things go. “Vengeance is mine. I will repay,” says the Lord (Romans 12:19b).  

 It should be pointed out that the “slap” in verse 39 is referring to an open-handed, 

insulting kind of strike—not a close-fisted, brass-knuckled kind of haymaker. Jesus is telling his 

followers that they do not need to follow the culture of the day in seeking their own personal 

revenge when someone insults them. He is not saying that in serious acts of violence, it is 

unlawful to defend yourself or those in your care.  

 

Matthew 5:43-48 - Perfect Love: In any society, the call to love those who treat you poorly will 

be counter-cultural. Jesus calls his followers to prove ourselves sons of God by loving those who 

don’t love us back or who can’t repay us for our kindness. God shows his love for all men 

without distinction in that they all partake of the beauty and glory of his natural world. Citizens 

of the Kingdom of Heaven will live counter-culturally in the way they show love for their fellow 

man.  
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 The final command of this passage is to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect. I 

used to believe that this was a call to actual perfection of moral character that is meant to drive 

us to our knees, praying for grace and forgiveness, but I no longer think the context suggests that. 

In speaking of the Sermon on the Plain in the Gospel of Luke, Ligon Duncan comments on how 

that passage sheds light on this passage: “Luke gives you the clue in Luke chapter 6. He 

translates ‘be merciful’ as your heavenly Father is merciful… God, through the Lord Jesus 

Christ, is calling His people to love those who are both not in a position to reward us for our 

love, and even to love those who despite our love seek to abuse us.” Christ is calling us to a 

perfect love, and a perfect love is shown to us by the Father in that he shows love to both the just 

and the unjust.  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is calling his followers to a way of living that 

transcends this earthly realm. Christians don’t live like everyone else, because we aren’t like 

everyone else. We have been made new in Christ and we have our eyes set on the things that are 

above where Christ is (Colossians 3:1). So, we live differently. We strive after the standard of 

holiness that those who belong to the Kingdom of Heaven are expected to live in accordance 

with—not as a means to earn our salvation, but because, in Christ, God has already saved us.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

As the fulfillment of the law and prophets, Christ has made his followers new creations 

that are capable of holiness through him. As such, we should strive to keep God’s law in all we 

do.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 5:12-21 - We are all dead in Adam and made alive in Christ. Christ is all our 

righteousness.  

• 1 Peter 1:13-21, Ephesians 2:8-10, and Colossians 3:1-17 - Christians are called to live 

holy lives and to walk in the good works God has foreordained for us.  

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Malachi 2:10-17, 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 - Bible passages about 

divorce  
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Week 9 

Matthew 6:1-18 – The Practicing of Righteousness 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 Parenting is such an eventful endeavor; mostly positive and some negative. Haha! I am 

not being sarcastic or facetious. I am being honest. There are so many times that being a dad has 

been a positive experience. I can see how our children are taking on their own personalities and 

growing in the way they interact with others, to the point of doing things that show what they 

have learned from us, their parents. Those positive experiences are usually when the kids are 

being kind to one another, obedient to parents and other leaders, and respectful of others. What a 

joy! Then there are those times when the kiddos aren’t as kind, obedient, or respectful. And, if I 

am honest, they probably get that from their parents as well…or at least me, probably not Leesa. 

But let’s not focus on the not-so-kind moments. I want us to take a look at what happens in our 

house when one of the kiddos hears us, the parents, praising the other sibling. 

Does this ever happen at your house? Here is the scenario. We just told the kiddos to 

clean their room before they can _______ (swim, play outside, watch videos, etc.). One of them 

actually does what they are being asked to do. The other one, not-so-much. The one that does 

what they were asked to do gets to then go and play. The one that did not do what was asked is 

now upset, still in their room, not cleaning. We, the parents, are now telling the kiddo who 

obeyed that they are now free to play and have fun, and we are thankful that they were obedient 

the first time they were asked. After going (a few too many times) to the room of the one still 

“cleaning” to strongly encourage them to obey, they now (miraculously) have found the energy 

to finish the job, so that they can go outside and play. Which kiddo was the one that was in the 

right? Later that day, the one that had not been obedient right away, in an effort to regain the 

good graces of their parents, begins to do the chores they were not asked to do. Once they have 

finished, they rush to us and ask if we are proud of them, if we love them more because they did 

things that were not being asked of them to do, if we will show them favor because they had 

been MORE helpful than the other because they did it without being asked. Has that ever 

happened in your house? Haha, not that it has happened to us in our house in that way, but it 

might have? Now, let’s make sure you all know that Leesa and I love our kiddos equally. 

Hopefully, if you are a member of Anchor Church, you know that by the way that you’ve seen us 

interact with them. We want our kiddos to know that we love them in moments when they obey 

and when they do not obey. Our love for them is not dependent on their obedience. Why is that? 

Because God’s love for us is not dependent on our obedience to him. If our kiddos only want our 

praise in the moment, they are missing out on why it is that we are teaching them to obey. We 

want them to obey because they love us, not because they love the attention. 

 In the text this week, Jesus is very strong in his words to his followers. He leads with 

BEWARE. Not just a, “Hey guys! It’d be cool if you didn’t…” He comes in strong because of 

the weight that our motives carry. The disciples were being steeped in a culture that could prove 

detrimental to their walk with God. He says over and over, that they should not be like the 

hypocrites of that day. Their works should reflect their motives. Their hearts should be reflected 

in how they live. If they, like the hypocrites, are only concerned with the short term praise of 

others, they will miss out on the reward that God will give them in heaven. The flipside is also 

true. If they live and act in ways that point to the glory of God, then even if they are not praised 
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by others here on earth, it doesn’t matter because their reward is in heaven. Obedience to God is 

always to be desired over and above the praise of our peers. 

 

 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How do we begin considering how we financially give to others in need? The church? 

Share with the group. 

2. If we were to be honest with our group, how often do we pray on a daily basis? What is it 

that keeps us from praying more? 

3. Within the context of Matthew 6, have we fasted? If so, what was the reason? What was 

the outcome? If not, what is keeping you from it? 

4. As we seek to know Jesus and make him known in our circles of influence, making 

disciples within the context of helping other Christians mature in their faith, how does 

giving, praying, and fasting play a role in that endeavor? 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 6:1-18. 

 

Commentary 

Matthew 6:1 

Personal piety is a tricky thing, isn’t it? What I mean by personal piety, is the way that 

we “work out [our] salvation,” as Paul puts it in Philippians 2:12. In Matthew 6, Jesus 

specifically speaks to our giving to the needy, the way we pray and the why of our prayer life, 

and the when and how of fasting. Personal piety happens when the Holy Spirit brings the weight 

of the Scriptures to bear on our hearts as we internalize the truths of Scripture. It is the evidence 

of spiritual fruit in our lives.  

Matthew begins Chapter 6 with Jesus’ precaution to the crowd, to not practice their piety 

in front of others in order to be praised by them. At first glance, it sounds as though Jesus is 

contradicting himself with what he has already said in Chapter 5, 14 “You are the light of the 

world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 

in heaven.” Which is it, do we or don’t we do things so that others may see them and glorify God 

in the process? Is Jesus contradicting himself here in Chapter 6? The simple answer is no. No he 

is not and here is why. If we are attempting to work within the church or outside of the church so 

that we are noticed or people will think of us more highly, Jesus says that we will have already 

received our reward on earth. He goes even further and says that we will not receive any reward 
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from God. When we work so that others will praise us, we cannot expect to receive any reward 

from God because our work was not for him and his glory. It was for our own, so in that, we 

have already received our earthly reward instead of working for the reward in heaven. And that’s 

where we will spend our time this week. Looking at the reasons behind the outworking of God’s 

Spirit in our lives. 

 

Matthew 6:2-4 

Jesus begins his teaching on giving to the needy with a “Thus, when...” This is important 

because there can be so much discussion over giving to the poor or those that seem to be in need. 

We have so many questions that come up when we are confronted with this in our own lives. 

Some of those questions are surface level like, “Do I have any cash? Should I give it to them? Do 

I buy them food/water?” And then some of those questions have underlying motivations, “If I 

give them cash, will they buy drugs/alcohol? Will they use it for something that I would not 

approve of? If so, is that me enabling them? Are they trying to trick me?” Then even those 

questions begin to take another turn and may sound like, “Why don’t they get a job? Can they 

not, at the very least, say please? Why do they have a cell phone, but then cannot buy a burger?” 

Did you see how those questions became less about helping someone and more about what was 

truly in our heart? WOW! That escalated quickly! It seems that Jesus was less concerned about 

what the needy person did with the gift and more concerned with why the gift was being given. 

He simply says, “WHEN you give to the needy,..” It is expected that followers of Christ will be a 

generous people. After all that God has done for us and to us through Christ, we, above all 

others, should be the most generous because he has been generous to us.  

Now, I know what some of us may be thinking, “Well now Aaron, I just don’t think that 

God would want me to give money to someone knowing that they are going to use it for 

something that will harm them in the end. Right?!” Sure. I would say that we shouldn’t willfully 

enable others to continue a life of sin and self-harm. However, if we are honest with ourselves, 

how many times do we actually know (for certain) what the money is going to be used for? In 

my own experience, next to never. What we do know is that the Bible is chockfull of verses that 

support giving to others and helping those less fortunate. I think that is because God is more 

concerned with our hearts in the matter and less concerned with what that person will do with 

what is being given. We will be held accountable for whether we give and why we have given or 

not given to others. We are meant to be good stewards of our resources, and we should think 

through the effects of our giving, but we should be wary of excusing our own selfishness. 

In all of this, let’s remember the context. Matthew is a Jew writing from a Jewish 

perspective to a Jewish people group. Most of those that would be seen as needy in this context 

would be Jewish. So we have Jews giving or not giving to help other Jews. What I think we are 

meant to see throughout Scripture is God wants us to live generously. When presented with 

opportunities to give of our finances, if we have it to give, we should consider giving it. We 

should also be as generous with our time and other resources. This isn’t to the neglect of our 

families, but it is in regard to what has been given to us will be expected of us. In Matthew 

25:14-30, Jesus tells a parable of a man going on a journey. He calls three workers and gives 

them different amounts of money according to their ability. One he gave five, one he gave two, 

and the other he gave one. While he was gone, the workers did different things with their money. 

The first two workers invested their portions and made even more back. The last worker buried 

his money. When the man returned and saw how well the first two did with their gifts, he was 

pleased. The last one brought back his gift that he had buried. The man was not pleased, he was 
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actually angry. He wasn’t angry that his worker only brought the same amount that was given to 

him. He was angry because the worker had proven to be lazy. While the first two were rewarded 

for their work, the last one was punished because of his slothful behavior. You see, Jesus isn’t 

saying to the crowd that they should give everything they have to the poor just so the poor can 

live off of the gifts of others. What he is pointing to in this whole matter is that our giving should 

be motivated by our love for others. If we go back to the Matthew 5:14-16 passage, he says that 

his followers are the light of the world. This is a fulfillment of Isaiah 60:1-3. One commentary 

says that “the light of His glory in Israel would attract all nations,” and that since “Jesus is the 

light of the world (John 1:9; 8:12), His light now shines through his people.”8 So, it is in the why 

of our giving that Jesus is most concerned about. 

When Jesus speaks about the left hand not knowing what the right hand is doing, I do not 

think he is talking specifically about giving in a way that no one knows who gave what and 

when. I have heard this a few times in the past. It usually goes this way, “I prefer to give cash at 

church so that no one knows what I give, not even the government.” If you prefer to give cash, 

that is totally fine. Thankfully, in 2022, giving can be done in several methods. But that is not 

what Jesus is getting at here. I think the point is that we shouldn’t use the amount we give to 

make others think that we are a “holier than thou” people. Jesus says that when we think this way 

or give in this manner that we are acting as hypocrites. In his commentary, RC Sproul points out 

that our term used for a hypocrite was taken from the term used for those that acted in the 

theater. It was important for this person to memorize their lines, learn how to portray themselves 

in a way that was, more than likely, different from who they actually were.9 This is what Jesus is 

getting at. The way we live should be motivated by what we believe. If the two are not in 

agreement, we are hypocritical and John says that we are liars…that the love of God is not in us, 

(1 John 4:20). 

 

Matthew 6:5-14 

Once again, Jesus leads off with, “And when you pray,..” He expects his followers to 

pray. I know what you’re thinking (maybe?), “Aaron, I pray at least 3 times a day. I pray before 

breakfast, lunch, and supper. And honestly, maybe even in the grocery store or in traffic. Is there 

more that I am supposed to do?” Well, yes and at the same time, no? Yes, because Jesus tells us 

we are to pray for the things we need, even though God knows what those things are, (6:7-8). 

And no, because Jesus does not give us a prayer quota to meet each day. However, I do think that 

there should be more to our prayer life than asking God for things as if he were a cosmic genie. 

Can I ask an honest question? What/Who are you praying for in this season of life? I think one 

indicator of the health of our life with Christ is what and who we pray for. When was the last 

time we prayed earnestly for someone to come to Christ? When was the last time we prayed for 

God to intervene and we didn’t stop until he did? In Luke 18:1-8, a widow is praised for her 

persistence in approaching the judge. Do we approach God like that? I am not saying that we will 

get whatever we want from God as long as we nag him for it. In James 4:2-3, we read that we do 

not have because we do not ask and then we do not receive because we ask wrongly. What we 

see happening in Scripture is that when we surround ourselves with the things of God, and we 

seek to know him with pure motives, then he answers our prayers. Why? Because we are his 

children and we are asking for the things he would want us to ask for. In Matthew 7:7-11, Jesus 

 
8
 RSB page 1679. Comment on 5:14. 

9
 Sproul on Matthew. Page 131. 
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tells his disciples to ask, seek, and knock. He says that if earthly fathers “know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 

those who ask him!” God wants to give us good things for his glory. The more we approach him 

in the ways that he has outlined in scripture, the more our hearts are aligned with his. 

Jesus walks his followers through a model for prayer. It is not the exact prayer we are to 

pray anytime that we close our eyes and bow our heads. In Luke 11, the disciples have been with 

Jesus for a time and they have both seen and heard him pray. There was something different 

about his prayers and they wanted to be like him, their Lord. So he teaches them. 

 

SIDEBAR: Let us not expect others to know how to pray if we’ve never heard them pray, 

especially if we are expecting them to pray out loud. Praying out loud can be a bit intimidating 

for some if it hasn’t been modeled in the past. Would we ask someone to sing a solo if we’ve 

never heard them sing? Probably not. Just like we have to be taught to do anything at our job, or 

how to drive, how to cook, or some of the simpler things in life, it is important for us to help 

others learn to pray. Some helpful tips would be to ask them if they know what prayer is? Have 

they ever prayed before? In private or public? These will help us as we disciple others because 

the ones we lead will know that we want them to know why we do certain things before we learn 

how to do them. And, we need to help provide others with the opportunity to pray. Give them 

specific things they can pray for in your life. Thank them for praying for you. Return the favor. 

And as we learn to pray, and as we cultivate a prayer lifestyle, praying by ourselves or in front of 

others will not be something we dread. It will become part of what we do because of who we are. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer is one that most of us have heard at some point in our lives. If your 

high school athletic experience was anything like mine, for whatever reason we always ended 

our pregame speech before football games with this prayer. I do like that idea. The idea of us 

giving praise to God for the ability and opportunity to play sports, but, looking back, it became 

some sort of mundane mantra that we went through every Friday night. Let’s look at who and 

what Jesus is pointing to as he teaches his disciples to pray. 

 

Our Father,.. Because of what God has done through what Jesus has accomplished, we can be 

adopted into the family of God by the Holy Spirit’s power. In Romans 8:12-17, Paul tells us that 

we have been united to Christ through adoption as God’s children and in Galatians 4:1-7, he 

talks about how through Christ’s sacrifice we have been made heirs with Christ and we are no 

longer slaves. Because of this, we can refer to God as our Father. Since 2000 years have passed 

since the days when Jesus walked the earth, this is lost on us. Calling God your father was 

something that would not be acceptable. It would be equating yourself with God and that 

would’ve been considered blasphemous had Jesus not been God’s Son. 

 

…in heaven,.. God is both immanent (closely involved in our lives) and transcendent (totally 

separate from our lives). This means that while he is lovingly involved in every facet of our lives 

and responsible for the good and holy things, he is totally separate from us and therefore, cannot 

be held responsible for sin in our lives. We have a Father who can be all of the places all of the 

time and he is all powerful to achieve all for his glory. And in that, he chooses to allow us to 

participate in those things. How great, how humbling is that?  
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…hallowed be your name. God is to be revered and feared. He is holy and we are not. We cannot 

simply and lackadaisically approach him however we prefer. In Leviticus 10:1-3, we see two of 

Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, attempt this. They took censers in their hands and tried to 

approach God in a way that he had not commanded them. The result? They died right then and 

there. It doesn’t matter who you are or what it is that you want to happen, God is holy and 

demands that we approach him as such. Now, in knowing this, we also can see in Hebrews 7 that 

Jesus is the greater High Priest and he lives to make intercession for us. Because of this, there is 

grace in how we approach God. Jesus is our advocate. In 1 John 2:1-2, we know that since Jesus 

gave his perfect life to save our sinful ones, when we sin God will forgive us. God, and all that 

he is, is to be revered as holy. 

 

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. God is working to further his 

kingdom, not ours. Therefore, for those of us in Christ, we are to be working to that end as well. 

If we use our influence in life to attempt and amass a kingdom of our own making, we will be 

the foolish man that built his house upon the sand and when the rains came the house was 

destroyed (7:24-27). What we see Jesus teaching in this portion of Scripture (Matthew 5-7) is 

how the kingdom of God looks different than the kingdoms of the world. Those that belong to 

his kingdom should live differently than those who belong to the world. Our prayers should 

reflect Christ’s heart when he prayed in the garden. The night before Christ was crucified, he was 

in the garden praying, “Yet not what I will, but what you will,” (Mark 14:36). As we continue in 

Scripture, cultivating a prayerful lifestyle, and seeking to know him more, our prayers will sound 

more like this. What we should want in the end of our lives is more of his kingdom to be on 

earth. The Bible tells us that those in heaven live to worship him in his fullness, all day long. In 

Psalm 27, David writes that it is in his presence that we long to be. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread,.. Jesus tells us a few verses prior that God knows what we need 

before we even ask him. So why is that we need to even ask? I think it is because he wants us to 

remember our need for him and, in that, it should be one of desperation. What Jesus is pointing 

to here may sound like just food, but it is more than that. He often uses simple things in our lives 

to point to our spiritual need for him. To speak of “daily bread” was to speak of the things in life 

we need for nourishment. The basic things like water, food, and community are in view, but 

more than that is our need for the next breath, heartbeat, the next…you name it. Without God 

giving that to us, we are without it. So when Jesus is teaching his disciples to pray in Matthew 6, 

he is communicating that they should pray with a heart that recognizes their dependence upon 

him. We need God to show up daily. 

 

…and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. He goes on, in verses 14-15, to 

say that we cannot expect God to forgive us if we are not willing to forgive others. In Matthew 

18:21-35, Jesus tells the disciples a parable in response to Peter’s question on the number of 

times he is required to forgive his friend. In this parable, there is a servant that owes an 

unthinkable, unachievable amount of money. He has a HUGE debt that he can never repay. So, 

the king calls on his account. Since he cannot repay the debt, the king declares the servant’s 

entire family to be sold into slavery to repay the debt. The servant, not wishing his family to be 

sold, begs the king for forgiveness. He also promises to repay the debt in time. However, in pity 

for him, the king forgave him and all of his debt. Leaving the king, this servant went out and 

called on another that owed him a much smaller debt. When that servant couldn’t repay the debt 
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he owed, the forgiven servant began choking him and demanding payment. The king heard about 

this and was very angry. In response, the previously forgiven servant was thrown into jail until 

he could repay his debt. Jesus is saying that as believers who have been forgiven a great debt that 

could never be repaid, we above all others should forgive. 

 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. James 1:12-15 is clear that God cannot 

be tempted with evil and will not tempt anyone to do evil. Each person is tempted to do evil by 

their own sinful desires from within. 1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that in moments of our 

temptation, God prepares a way out for us so that we might be able to escape, enduring that 

temptation. What Jesus wants his disciples to see here is that we should pray for God to keep us 

from evil. Even though we have been delivered from sin’s penalty by Jesus’ sacrifice on the 

cross, we are still going to be surrounded by the effects of sin. We will still be tempted to sin 

because we live in a fallen and broken world. We should pray, daily, that God would keep us 

from evil. 

 

Matthew 6:16-18 

This part of Jesus’ teachings, in my opinion, is one of the more disregarded teachings. 

This idea of fasting is not something that many of us would willfully practice. So much of our 

society has taught us, especially in the western world, that if we want something we need to go 

out and get it, and that if we disregard that, then we are disregarding what truly makes us human. 

I mean, that can be good in some regards, right? We need to provide for our family’s basic 

needs. We need to help others when and where we can. However, if we were to apply this line of 

thinking over every area and “need” in our lives we are in danger of missing what Jesus taught 

altogether and heading into dangerous territory in regards to selfishness. In his article, Fasting 

Isn’t for the Spiritually Elite. It’s for the Hurting, David Kakish defines fasting as “a situationally 

birthed, psychosomatically sensed, prompt from the soul to seek direction, correction, or comfort 

from God through prayer-soaked abstention, as we await the return of our King.”10 In it, he talks 

about our misunderstanding and misguided opinions on why we do or do not fast.  

In verse 16, Jesus leads with, “And when you fast,..” I think what he is communicating is 

that it’s understood that we will fast, and that there will be times when we probably should. As 

he has done in the previous sections, Jesus contrasts how we are to do these things differently 

from the hypocrites. In their giving, the hypocrites sound the trumpets so that all see and are able 

to praise them for giving. In their praying, the hypocrites try to impress others with their big 

words, praying in plain sight for all to see and praise. So, in their fasting, the hypocrites 

intentionally change the way they appear to others. They do this so that they will seem SUPER 

holy and receive praise from others. However, Jesus encourages his followers to anoint their 

heads and wash their faces. In other words, when believers fast, they shouldn’t put it on display 

for all to see. Why? Once again, Jesus points to their motivations behind this action. Why do 

they fast? If it is to appear more holy and better than others, then they will have already received 

their reward. On the flip side, when we are motivated by his love for others and work in a way 

that points to his glory, then our reward will be awaiting us in heaven. 

Moses fasted while on the mountain with God. In Exodus 34:28, we are told that while 

Moses was on the mountain with God receiving the 10 Commandments, “He neither ate bread 

nor drank water.” After Jesus was baptized, he was in the wilderness for 40 days and nights, 

 
10

 Fasting Isn’t for the Spiritually Elite. It’s for the Hurting. Accessed on July 14, 2022. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fasting-not-spiritually-elite-hurting/  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fasting-not-spiritually-elite-hurting/
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before being tempted by the devil, (4:1-2). In Mark 2 and Luke 5, we see others come to Jesus 

and ask why his disciples do not fast while John’s (the baptizer) and the disciples of the 

Pharisees do. In Leviticus 16:29-31, there was only one annual fast commanded by God. So, it is 

obvious that fasting in the right ways with the right heart honors God. In Matthew 9, Mark 2, and 

Luke 5, when Jesus is asked why his disciples do not fast, he gives an illustration of the time 

when the bridegroom is present. As long as the celebration of the bridegroom continues, while 

Jesus is on earth, there is no need for fasting. However, he does say that when he is gone, then 

they will fast. In the article on fasting I mentioned earlier, the author says this, “In every 

instance, fasting was a response to an extenuating circumstance…Sometimes an individual or 

entire community beseeches God, through fasting, for forgiveness, healing, deliverance, or 

intervention…In fasting, we deny the comfort often legitimately found in the good things God 

gives us (e.g., food or drink), and run instead to God himself for consolation.”11 So why should 

believers today fast? We should fast in times of desperation. When we are in need of direction. 

When we are serious about a person’s healing. In any extenuating circumstance, I think we 

should fast and seek the Lord. It is something that we are to walk into with eyes wide open, 

meaning that we are to seek God with an open heart to receive whatever outcome he so desires. 

It may be a difficult decision to be made, or an outcome that we would not prefer, but in any of 

these situations we can have confidence knowing that God has his glory in mind and that leads to 

our ultimate good. Fasting helps us remember what we really need is the Lord. One pastor puts it 

this way, “When we humble ourselves like little children and put on no airs of self-sufficiency, 

but run happily into the joy of our Father’s embrace, the glory of his grace is magnified and the 

longing of our soul is satisfied. Our interest and his glory become one.”12 

That brings us to an end for this week’s study guide. Here are some thoughts for us all to 

consider: Do we give much thought to personal piety? When it comes to giving, do we do it so 

that God’s kingdom can be fully funded? Do we give with a cheerful heart? When it comes to 

praying, do we do it so that he will change our hearts to reflect his? Do we fast in moments of 

desperation, for healing, or direction? If not, why not? I think we can wrap up with the same 

verses we began with, Matthew 5:14-16, 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Instead of attempting 

to usurp God’s glory, let us be a people that seek to live in a way that points others to God and 

his glory. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

We are to practice our righteousness in ways that do not detract from, but point to God’s 

glory. If we want to be praised by our family and friends here on earth, we will miss out on the 

rewards that await us in heaven. Instead, we should live to please the Lord.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

 
11

 ibid. 
12

 Our Good is His Glory. Accessed on July 26, 2022. https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/our-good-is-his-glory  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/our-good-is-his-glory
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• Genesis 4 – Cain and Abel. Cain kills Abel out of anger motivated by his jealousy. 

• Psalm 27 – In God’s presence is true joy, safety, and fulfillment. 

• Matthew 5:14-16 – Jesus is explaining to his disciples the need for them to point to God’s 

glory in their working, so that others will see and glorify God as well. 

• Matthew 25:14-30 – The parable of the talents and the servants. The ones that invested 

their talents were rewarded. The one that did not was punished. 

• Luke 18:1-8 – A persistent widow is granted what she asks for because of her persistent 

approach to the judge. 
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Week 10 

Matthew 6:19-34 – The Kingdom Outlook 

By Garrett Pinkerton 

 

Introduction 

 Control is something that our society craves in so many ways. Children are taught to 

control their emotions as they learn the nuances of life. Students are taught that they control their 

future with their performance in school and the decisions that they make. Some people’s favorite 

football team is said to “control their own destiny” in the college football playoffs every year. In 

other words, if you win, you’re in! Everyone’s favorite financial advisor tells you to create a 

budget and take control of YOUR money (spoiler alert: it’s not your money)! And if (insert 

political party here) don’t take control of Congress in November, we are in big trouble. One 

might sympathize with a follower of Christ living in the present age who struggles to relinquish 

control of various aspects of their life. 

Thus far in chapter six of Matthew, Jesus has taught about giving, praying, and fasting. 

As we close out chapter six, we are going to see Jesus addressing money and anxiety, 

particularly as they relate to our need for provision of the necessities of life. More simply put, 

Jesus is calling us to consider where our trust lies. Does it lie in our own abilities to work and 

save money, or does it lie in our belief in the goodness of God? Does it lie in our control of our 

own provision, or does it lie in the great Provider, who knows the needs of his people and 

promises to care for them? That is the question for us to consider as we read the words of Jesus 

in Matthew 6:19-34. Jesus calls us to seek him and trust him, knowing that the God of all 

creation has promised good for those who love him. 

 

 

Read Exodus Matthew 6:19-34 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about myself? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is an example of someone laying up earthly treasures that displays a distrust in the 

Lord’s provision? How about storing up treasures in Heaven? 

2. In your mind, how do you reconcile the fact that you cannot serve God and money, yet 

still need money to meet the needs of yourself and your family? 

3. What does it look like in the life of a Christian to seek first the kingdom of God when 

considering the needs of your family? 

 

 

 

Commentary 
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Matthew 6:19-34 

In verses 19-21, Jesus instructs his followers not to store up earthly possessions, but to 

store up treasures in heaven. He presents a logical argument of why we should concern ourselves 

with heavenly possessions rather than earthly ones. Earthly treasures during the time that Jesus 

spoke these words were most commonly cloth and precious metals (Blomberg, 1992). A moth 

would have been a direct, natural threat to cloth while rust would have been the same to precious 

metals. This potential tarnishing of wealth would have been relatable to the people of this time, 

who worried about these threats as well as thieves who sought to steal their wealth. Jesus is 

explaining to them that their earthly possessions are not guaranteed and will pass away, but 

investment in the kingdom of God is eternal. Greater than this, Jesus states that your treasure 

serves as evidence of who or what holds the allegiance of your heart. Is your heart set on things 

above or things below? 

In Luke 12, a parable tells of a man whose crop was plentiful, so he stores up food to 

supply him for many years. The rich man decides to keep the food for himself, allowing himself 

to relax and enjoy his own comfort. This man is called a fool by God, as his soul is taken up and 

his treasures left behind. Which category do we fall into as a people? How about individually? I 

know I am guilty of being a rich fool at times. And I use the term “rich” loosely, but seriously, 

when we have extra, where does it go? Where do we prioritize our spending? Is it on ourselves 

and our comfort? Is it investing in the kingdom of God? These are hard questions to consider 

because more often than I would like, I think I end up being characterized as more of a rich fool 

than a generous giver. As a church, as individual Christians, we need to heed these words in 

verses 19-21. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

The next couple verses (22-23) make an analogy between the human eye and a lamp. The 

eye either gives light to the rest of the body or leaves the body in darkness. These verses are 

sandwiched between 19-21 and 24, which states that you cannot serve God and money. This 

placement tells us that Jesus is still dealing with money in his analogy about the body. The way 

we see things with the eye can be God-honoring or it can be sinful. For us to see possessions and 

money as the ultimate satisfaction and desire would mean we have a bad eye and our body is in 

darkness. John Piper says that a bad eye “sees money and material reward as more to be desired 

than a beautiful display of free, gracious, God-like generosity.”13 For us to see building God’s 

kingdom and living in obedience as the ultimate satisfaction in our lives would mean our eye is 

good, leading to a life walked in the light of Christ. Jesus states plainly that no one can serve 

both God and money.  

The second section of this excerpt of text includes verses 25-34 and it addresses the 

anxiety that is associated with securing the necessities of daily life. I think it is important to note 

that the anxiety being addressed by Jesus here is a sinful anxiety that is a direct result of a 

distrust in the Lord for provision. In Joe Carter’s 2019 article Is Anxiety a Sin? from The Gospel 

Coalition, he discusses four types or variations of anxiety, the last of which “results because we 

lack trust in God.” This anxiety is not a clinically diagnosed disorder that some people suffer 

with, but rather a characteristic distrust in the Lord for the basic needs of life.  

Verse 25 begins with therefore, meaning in light of the previously spoken word, and then 

Jesus commands followers not to be anxious about life, or food, or drink, or clothes. You cannot 

serve God and money. So don’t worry about money, but trust God.  

 
13 Piper, J. (2005, August 17th). What is the "Bad Eye" in Matthew 6:23? desiringgod.org. Retrieved 

July 17th, 2022, from https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-bad-eye-in-matthew-6-23 

http://desiringgod.org/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-bad-eye-in-matthew-6-23
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Jesus tells his followers not to be anxious, alluding to how the Father provides for the 

birds, yet the birds do not sow or reap or store away possessions. He then asks the rhetorical 

question, “Are you not of more value than they?” This is Jesus reminding his people that God 

has created man in his image (Gen. 1:27) and has given man authority over all creation (Gen. 

1:26). If God provides food, water, and shelter for birds, he will provide much more for man.  

The question asked in verse 27 underlines the uselessness of being anxious over things 

that we cannot control and that God does control. Anxiety isn’t going to extend our lives, or 

magically put food on the table. So why are we anxious? Actively being anxious over things out 

of our control does no good, but is detrimental to our faith and demonstrates a lack of trust in the 

Father. 

In verses 28-31, Jesus speaks of the lilies of the field, how they grow, yet neither toil nor 

spin. The use of toil and spin is probably a reference to the work of men and women toiling in 

the fields and working in the home (Blomberg, 1992). So the lilies do not work, nor do they even 

search for food like the birds, yet they are taken care of for the short time they live. Again, Jesus 

stresses that God will provide for his people by appealing to the riches and wisdom of Solomon, 

whose “glory was not arrayed like one of these,” referring to the lilies. All of these analogies and 

appeals are used by Jesus to convince his followers of one thing: God will provide for you.  

Finally, chapter six ends with Jesus again commanding his followers not to be anxious 

because of the things he has told them about the providential character of God. Verses 31-33 

demonstrate that there is no need to be anxious about our lives because God knows our needs 

and he cares for his creation, especially that which is set above the rest of his creation and made 

in His image. Jesus commands us to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and our 

needs will be taken care of.  

Many of us have at some point in our lives read commands that are given to Christians in 

Scripture and realized we have fallen short. And we know that Jesus has lived, died, and been 

resurrected so that we may have grace that covers an abundance of sin. But in light of that, we 

want to turn from sin and walk in the light. Without that truth of the gospel changing our heart 

and giving us a motive for ridding ourselves of sin, we would continue in it, or possibly try to 

fight it on our own power and then fail because of our sinful nature and imperfect human state. 

The command “do not be anxious” is one of those that, sure, we can try to just not be anxious. 

But unless there is something fueling us that gives us the ability to not be anxious, we ultimately 

will fail. The words of Jesus that are between his commands not to be anxious in verses 25 and 

34 serve this purpose. Jesus provides truths for us to believe in so that we may avoid being 

anxious about the future. John Piper sums it up well in an article on anxiety. Read his quote 

below: 

 

“Jesus assumes that truth—reasons, arguments, facts—affects or influences the 

emotions. Anxiety is an emotion. It is not a decision. We don’t decide to get anxious. It 

happens to us. Jesus attacks anxiety in Matthew 6 with truth, facts, promises, and reasons.  

Therefore, he must believe that his word given to our souls will have an 

emotional, even physical, effect. There are dozens and dozens of commands to the 

emotions in the Bible, and along with them there are truths to bring about what is 

commanded.”14 

 
14 Piper, J. (2015, May 5th). Read the Bible to Your Anxiety. Desiringgod.org. Retrieved July 17th, 2022, 

from https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/read-the-bible-to-your-anxiety 
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Now, some of us are sitting back thinking to ourselves, what about those who appear not 

to be taken care of? There are people who hunger, people who thirst, and people who have 

nowhere to lay their head. I’d like to refer you to the end of the parallel text in Luke 12. After 

verse 31—“Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you,”—Jesus expounds 

on the things to be added to God’s people.  

 
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that 

do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 

approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 

also (Luke 12:32-34). 

 

 So here we have two things. Firstly, it is God’s good pleasure to give you the 

KINGDOM. This entire text is about not being caught up in seeking earthly comfort, but seeking 

the kingdom. While God does love and care for his people, we must recognize that this is not our 

home. There will be suffering because of sin. And when times like this come, God is still good 

and loving. Why? God gives us life eternally.  

 Secondly, God calls us—the same people who are being instructed not to be anxious, but 

to trust God—to sell our earthly possessions and give to those in need. God uses his people to 

care for his people. God has a plan to take care of his people. The questions don’t lie in whether 

God is good and faithful, but in whether we trust in his plan and are obedient in doing what he 

calls us to do. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God has created us for a special purpose. He is a good God who provides for his people 

and all of creation. Because of this, we don’t have to be anxious over getting our future needs 

met, but can surrender control of our livelihood to the Lord and seek his purposes for our life in 

the present day. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1:26-27 - God creates man in his image and gives him dominion over creation. 

• Matthew 20:9-16 - Laborers in the vineyard grumble about their wages. 

• Luke 12:16-34 - Parable of the rich fool and Jesus on anxiety. 
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Week 11 

Matthew 7:1-14 – Relating In Love 

By David Robinson 

 

Introduction 

  We probably have all been admonished by our parents or others in authority for using 

“poor judgment.” Those of us who are older have almost certainly done the same thing in our 

relationships with younger people, certainly our children. Here, the Bible simply tells us not to 

judge. In this particular passage, judging and judgment are different than a parent “judging” 

when or when not to discipline their children. It seems to mean that we should not gratuitously 

form opinions or be presumptuous in our observation of others. 

Verse 6 goes on to warn us of the danger to ourselves in sharing spiritual things with 

those who may be hostile or unreceptive to God’s Word. Verses 7-11 encourage us to be candid 

in our prayers. Verse 12 is the first of two passages in the New Testament presenting the Golden 

Rule. Verses 13-14 caution us that we must be deliberate in our spiritual journey if we are to find 

God’s will for our lives. 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 7:1-14 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Can we find other passages in the Bible that remind us that there are some instances in 

the Christian life where judging is both encouraged and required of us? 

2. What are the characteristics of a prayer that make it most likely for God to give us the 

response we are hoping for? 

3. How does the Golden Rule summarize the Law and the Prophets? 

 

 

Commentary 

 

7:1-5 

Judgment 

      In the New Testament, Christians are exhorted to judge certain matters within the Church (1 

Corinthians 5:12-13). The Scripture here warns us that the standard we use in judging others will 

also be applied to us. All of us view the world from the inside looking out. Accordingly, we are 

oblivious to at least some things about ourselves that can be obvious to others. The Bible does 

not tell us not to help our brother get the speck out of his eye. The emphasis here is that the 
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purpose of judging is to help others in their spiritual journey and not to embarrass or discourage 

them. It does warn us that we need a very critical awareness of our own weaknesses if we are 

going to be effective in this effort.  

      The Gospels refer to Jesus being the Son of a carpenter (Matthew 13:55), and in fact a 

carpenter Himself (Mark 6:3). He would have certainly gotten sawdust in His eyes. Being God as 

well as Man did not exempt Him from experiencing discomfort and inconvenience, or 

temptation. Jesus’ life of sinless perfection would not mean that He did not at times get dust in 

His eyes while working at his vocation. This illustration in the Sermon on the Mount is as 

relatable to us today as it was to His immediate hearers on that mountainside 2000 years ago. 

 

7:6 

Discretion 

Nowhere does the Bible discourage us from sharing and proclaiming the Gospel. Here 

though, it does warn us to be cautious in how we communicate with those who might not be 

receptive. We are not told to give up on the people, just to concentrate on those who are most 

receptive. Probably most lost people are saved as a result of relationships that are developed with 

them incrementally, with Christians who carefully and thoughtfully present the Gospel to them. 

But that does not mean we are to be so tactful that we fail to emphasize the urgency of our 

response to God’s Word. The number of parallels in modern Christianity to this phenomenon 

remain frightening. Jesus is obviously not telling his followers not to preach to certain kinds of 

people, but he does recognize that after sustained rejection and reproach, it is appropriate to 

move on to others.15 

See also Matthew 10:14 - 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, 

shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 

And Matthew 10:23 -  23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, 

I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 

7:7-11 

Prayer 

The emphasis here is that we should not be hesitant in prayer. It does not encourage us to 

think of prayer as a blank check or a list of our wishes. The subject of what to pray for is 

addressed more directly in the passage describing The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:5-14). 

 Here the Scripture is assuring us of God’s receptiveness when we approach Him 

confidently and make requests that are in accordance with His will. Jesus reminds His hearers of 

how willingly they provide food to their own children when they ask for it. There might have 

been some physical resemblance between the bread of that day and certain stones (Matthew 4:3-

4). Also some snakes might have resembled certain fish such as eels. Jesus reminds His hearers 

that just like human fathers will give their children genuine items and not just something that 

might look like what they are asking for, much more so will God provide for those who ask Him. 

The Bible emphasizes here that due to man’s sinfulness, the father/son illustration is a very pale 

image of the solid relationship between God and those who patiently seek Him. 

 

 
15 From Blomberg, Craig. Matthew. Vol. 22. The New American Commentary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers, 1992. 
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7:12 

Golden Rule 

This short passage is one of a few in the New Testament which condense the 

commandments of the Old Testament into a brief summary of the principles in the law (Matthew 

22:38-39). Further, it doubles down on the Old Testament Law by implying that it is not enough 

to simply refrain from doing evil to others. Christians must proactively reach out to and do good 

to others.  
 

7:13-14 

The Way Forward 

We are saved when we recognize that we are lost and ask Jesus into our lives. But, the 

journey does not end there. Jesus in Matthew 7:13-14 tells us that just following the crowd will 

not get us where we need to be in our relationship with our Lord. The narrow way is the one that 

focuses on Jesus. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

 The Scripture here is a portion of a larger passage in Matthew commonly referred to as 

The Sermon on The Mount (5-7). Jesus’ teaching here takes the commandments given in the Old 

Testament and explains that to fulfill only the letter is to fail to keep the law. The lengthy 

legalistic language of the Old Testament is condensed into a smaller volume of spiritual 

principles in keeping with Jesus’ promise that the law be not destroyed, but fulfilled in him. The 

law is unable to save, but points us towards the one who can, Jesus. 

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures  

• Matthew 6:9-13 – The Lord’s Prayer. 

• 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 – We are to judge those inside the church to help hold one another 

accountable in the faith while God is the judge of all.  

• Matthew 22:38-39 – Jesus discusses the greatest commandment.  
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Week 12 

Matthew 7:15-29 – Steer Clear of False Prophets and Build Your Life on Christ 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

 It’s fun to watch the kiddos build sandcastles at the beach. They really get into it. They 

have buckets of varying sizes that make castle towers. They work diligently to ensure that the 

sand has just the right level of moisture to come out of the mold and hold its shape. They’ll 

search for twigs to make little bridges and seashells to decorate the buildings. A moat will 

inevitably be involved. If they are lucky, they’ll be able to find a seagull’s feather or two to 

mimic flags on top of the tallest towers. And, that night, the tide will come in. When we go out to 

set up chairs the next morning, a flat, smooth surface of sand will be all that remains where the 

castle once stood. The castle, in all its glory, is still made of sand. And that sand is no match for 

the tide.  

 In this week’s passage, Jesus will discuss the importance of building our life on Christ. 

This will provide a firm foundation that will weather the storms of life. Any foundation other 

than Christ, is a foundation of sand. When the storms come, no matter how elaborate the 

structure, the next day nothing will remain but a flat, smooth surface of sand where a man-made 

castle once stood.  

 

 

 

Read Matthew 7:15-29 together. 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Describe an experience that you have had interacting with a “false prophet” and/or “false 

teaching.” What led you to your conclusion in that situation? How did you address the 

situation? 

2. How do we recognize and combat false teaching? Against the backdrop of Jesus’ 

discussion regarding recognizing the bad fruit of false prophets, how does personally 

knowing teachers in the local church help in this?  

3. As believers, we are continually in a state of being remade to be more like our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. As such, what are some of Jesus’ teachings that you need growth in 

applying in your own life? 

4. The authority of Jesus’ teachings was evident to his listeners. What are the grounds for 

his authority? 
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Commentary 

 

7:15-20 

 In verse 15, two things jump out right off the bat: the certainty of false prophets and the 

stark contrast between their external appearance and the internal reality. Jesus doesn’t talk about 

false prophets in some kind of “worst case scenario,” “could be out there but probably won’t 

ever encounter them” kind of way. He talks about them as if they are a very real concern that 

every believer should guard against. We are to “beware.” False teaching and its propagators are 

real concerns in our walks. And the world has shrunk. If getting intertwined with a wayward 

teacher was a concern at the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry, how much more is it a concern when 

you add in virtual reality streaming in from all directions? I’m convinced that Jesus’ warning to 

“beware of false prophets” is even more pertinent in our modern world. 

 It would be so easy to recognize Satan and his workers if they were clad in red, sported 

spiked tails, and carried pitchforks. Unfortunately, they don’t. The Bible says that Satan 

disguises himself as an angel of light, and his minions do as well. 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 says, 

“And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if 

his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to 

their deeds.” Working off Jesus’ metaphor of sheep and wolves, the cuddly, warm, soft, 

approachable exterior of the false prophet betrays an inner ravenous, deadly predator. Our 

Savior’s warning is troubling in that the false prophet’s projected identity that is so appealing, 

alluring, and comforting is literally the opposite of the true nature of the situation. It reminds me 

of a fish chasing a lure in pursuit of nourishment while actually hastening its own death.  

However, Jesus goes on to teach his listeners that the true nature of false prophets will 

manifest itself to the careful observer. Switching metaphors from sheep and wolves to trees and 

fruit-bearing, he tells them that, “you will recognize them by their fruits” (v. 16). If you share my 

inaptitude for horticulture, out of season you might not be able to tell the difference between an 

apple tree and an orange tree. I certainly wouldn’t be able to make a determination based on 

leaves, structure, or shape. But once fruit bearing season rolls around, the difference is “easy 

pickings,” simple as a child looking through the produce section at Walmart. Rather than the 

pudding in this case, the proof is in the fruit. Jesus teaches that false prophets can be recognized 

by their fruit.  

It is an inevitable reality that we live what we believe. Our actions are the outworking of 

our motivations, desires, and value system; in short, our beliefs. I think that is what James is 

getting at when he says, “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But 

someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith apart from your 

works, and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 2:17-18). Jesus echoes that same 

sentiment when he says, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). The 

conscientious observer will see the truth of the false prophet’s beliefs bubble to the surface in 

spite of attempts to disguise it. Eventually, they are true to their nature.  

 

7:21-23 

 Jesus isn’t fooled by the external trappings of religiosity. Authentic spiritual fruit only 

flows out of a heart that has been transformed by the Spirit of God. A believer that has put his or 

her faith in Jesus Christ has been born again. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Regarding 

spiritual gifts, 1 Corinthians 12:7 says, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
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common good.” In other words, if the Spirit of God does not dwell with a given person, then that 

person can’t manifest the Spirit. Likewise, if the Spirit of God has not transformed a heart, then 

that heart cannot bear true spiritual fruit. The “fruit” of “prophesy[ing] in your name, and 

cast[ing] out demons in your name, and do[ing] many mighty works in your name” listed in 

verse 22 are akin to a bowl full of plastic fruit in a staged home meant to mimic the warmth of a 

family kitchen, but falling woefully short. True fruit flows out of a heart that knows the Lord.    

 On a superficial reading, verse 21 could sound like Jesus is saying that we can earn our 

way to heaven by doing the will of the Father. But that would contradict the rest of the clear 

teaching of Scripture (e.g. John 3:16 & 6:47, Ephesians 2:8, Philippians 3:8-11, just to name a 

few passages). In John 3, Jesus has a conversation with a Pharisee named Nicodemus that gets at 

the nature of salvation.  

 
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be 

born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 

born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

 

Salvation starts with rebirth. When we put our faith in Jesus Christ, we are indwelt by the 

Holy Spirit and become a child of God. There is a fundamental change within our hearts wrought 

by the Holy Spirit based on the work accomplished in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. It is obvious in verse 21 that the “Lord, Lord” is not a true turning to Christ for salvation 

due to Jesus declaring that he never knew them in verse 23. No one comes to the Son unless the 

Father draws him (John 6:44) and anyone that comes to him will never be turned away (John 

6:37). Jesus gives them eternal life, promising to resurrect them (John 6:40). Thus, the “Lord, 

Lord” mentioned in verse 21 is not the John 6 type of drawing by the Father and coming to Jesus. 

Jesus says of these folks, “I never knew you.”  

The picture being painted is one of trying to get to heaven while bypassing Jesus Christ. 

Without turning to Christ, putting their faith in him for salvation, and being reborn leading to 

good, authentic fruit, the people that Jesus describes here bypassed knowing him altogether and 

added some plastic pears, apples, and bananas onto their lives. If I do not know Christ, adding 

some religious activities onto my life does nothing for my standing before the Lord. Thinking 

that approach will merit eternal life is actually an offense to the Lord because Jesus died to 

purchase eternal life on our behalf based on his perfect righteousness, paying the penalty for our 

sin.  

 

7:24-27 

 Christianity is not simply a philosophy, giving mental assent to the veracity of certain 

truths. It involves the complete transformation of the whole person. It is a change at the “being” 

level, brought about by the Holy Spirit based on the forgiveness offered in Christ, that results in 

a fundamental transformation at the “doing” level. Biblically, these two levels aren’t really 

separated as we like to do in Western culture. “Being” and “doing” are inextricably linked. 

Theologian David Wells gets at this point when he says, “Contrary to much of Greek and 

Western thought, [the will] is the decisive realm for biblical thinking. Christianity is not merely 

interested in a change of being, worldview, or emotional deposition . . . the human will is the 



 

 74 

principal site of conversion” (45). And that conversion is a rebirth, a work of God upon man. We 

give our lives away to Christ, our whole selves, and in return we find true life (Luke 9:24). The 

Holy Spirit then goes to work helping us be “… doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

deceiving [ourselves]” (James 1:22). Wells goes on to say, “The Old and New Testaments differ 

from much Greek thought because they understand truth morally, both as something that can be 

known and that which must be done (1 John 1:6)” (45).  

 In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus tells a story that is meant to point us to a truth. The whole 

story hinges on a person hearing Jesus’ words and putting them into action. It works as a nice 

study in contrast with his previous discussion in verses 21-23. In that passage, Jesus talks about 

people that tack on some “Jesus-like” good works to their lives, while having hearts that don’t 

know Jesus whatsoever. In some ways, they appear to follow him, but there is no faith, no 

relationship with Christ, no rebirth. In verses 24-27, Jesus paints a picture of a strong and sturdy 

life of faith in Christ. That life has an unshakable foundation: listening to Jesus’ teaching and 

living out that teaching. The idea is a real, vibrant, active faith in Jesus Christ that impacts all 

facets of life.  

As countless pastors and theologians have no doubt observed about this story, the storms 

come to bot the life built on the rock-solid foundation of Christ and the life built on sand. 

However, the life built on Christ weathers the storm intact. The life built on the sand (anything 

other than Christ) crumbles. We are to meditate on Jesus’ teaching (and God’s Word in general, 

which will never be in conflict with it), but not in the way that one studies the thoughts of 

Aristotle or some other random philosopher that has some cool insights. As John MacArthur 

expresses in his commentary on Hebrews, “We can know all the truth there is to know about 

Jesus Christ and yet go to hell if we never make Him our own—by being made His own” (69). 

We are to put the Word of God into action in our lives. A true faith in Christ begins with rebirth 

and issues itself in following Christ. That type of faith is indestructible. 

 

7:28-29 

Verse 28 tells us that Jesus’ listeners were “astonished at his teaching.” His authority in 

comparison to their typical teachers was specifically impressed upon the crowd. Colossians 1:15-

16 speaks to the authority of Christ.  

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him 

all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him.  

  

All authority on heaven and earth belongs to Jesus, and that obviously came through to his 

listeners when he was speaking.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

We should steer clear of false teachers, recognizing their illegitimacy by the way that 

they live. Instead, we should put our faith in Christ, absorbing his teaching and applying it to our 

lives through the help of the Holy Spirit.  
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A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• James 2:14-26 – Faith without works is dead. 

• John 6:35-59 – Only those drawn by the Father come to the Son, and the Son will give 

them eternal life. 

• Colossians 1:15-20 – The authority of Christ 

• Matthew 12:22-37 – Jesus addresses the Pharisees, again using the illustration of a tree 

and its fruit. 
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