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The Story of Scripture 
Creation 

In Genesis, God shows himself to be the Creator. He has always existed, and as we study 

Scripture, we will find he has always existed as the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—one 

God in three persons. Everything else was created by him from nothing, a fact that shows us he is 

wholly different from us. As we are introduced to his creation in Genesis 1, we see that 

everything he has made is good, and we feel a tension because we recognize that the world as we 

know it misses the mark. It is not good that people get old, that loved ones get sick and die, that 

the world is filled with violence and corruption.  

This tension in the story is intentional. Things are not how God created them or wanted 

them to be. He created a good world, and at its heart is a garden called Eden that represents the 

best of it. Here he places a man and woman (Adam and Eve), both created in the image of God, 

to rule over creation and to fill the earth with the glory of God. This is a world with no sin, no 

sickness, no violence and no death. They have everything that they need. They have fellowship 

with God, they have a purpose, and they have the use of all of creation. God gives them life 

freely with only one condition: they can eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden except the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. If they eat from it, they will die. 

 

The Fall 

In the next scene, a serpent enters the garden. This creature suggests that God does not 

have humanity’s best interest in mind, that maybe they know more about what they want than 

God does. He suggests that God denies them the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil because he does not want them to be like him. And instead of trusting in the goodness of 

God as displayed throughout his creation and provision for them, they disobey God. This is 

known as the Fall. At this point, sin and its consequences enter into the world, and it is corrupted. 

From here, the Bible shows how the choice of Adam and Eve to disobey God leads to increasing 

destruction and death. It corrupts everything it touches, and humanity can do nothing to rid itself 

of the problem. Evil is in our world because we invited it in, and there is nothing we can do to 

shut it out again. This is the tension we are meant to feel as we read Scripture: one that echoes 

our experience in what is often a cruel world. 

But God is gracious. Instead of letting death be the last word, he makes a promise in 

Genesis 3:15 even as he doles out the consequences of disobedience. When talking to the 

serpent, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promises that 

there will one day be an offspring (or seed or child) of the woman that will defeat the serpent. He 

will be hurt by the serpent, but in so doing, he will crush its head. This promise will become 

clearer as the story unfolds. 

 

The Good Seed and Righteousness by Faith 

After this, we see the effects of sin driving the world into chaos. Just as God promised, 

sin has led to death. People are choosing immorality, violence, abuse, destruction, and death. A 

few faithful hold to the promise of a seed of the woman: a serpent slayer who will set things 

right, but even these show themselves to be thoroughly infected by sin. The story of Noah 

illustrates this. Things have gone horribly wrong up to this point: “The Lord saw that the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). But Genesis 5:28–29 says, “When Lamech had lived 
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182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, ‘Out of the ground that the Lord 

has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.’” 

Lamech, Noah’s father, understands the promise of Genesis 3:15 that God will send a serpent 

slayer to set things right. He hopes that his son is this man. And as Noah grows, it looks like he 

might be; God recognizes that he is the one righteous man on earth.  

Because the world is so evil, God floods the earth, saving only Noah and his family. This 

story teaches us something about the heart of man. Although God has brought judgment upon the 

earth and is restarting with one righteous man and his family, sin has so permeated the human 

heart that even Noah, a righteous man who has just been spared judgment, shows his brokenness. 

The next time we hear about Noah, he is drunk and naked, shaming himself before his children. 

Even the most righteous man on earth falls far short of God’s standard for humanity. Noah 

looked like he may be the promised seed of the woman to slay the serpent, but he is as broken as 

all the rest. Though his faith is to be emulated, he cannot save even himself, much less the world. 

And by Genesis 11, we see the world openly rebelling against the rule of God again. This shows 

there is a heart problem with humanity. We choose to cut ourselves off from God, the source of 

life, and in doing so, we choose destruction. That is the clear trajectory for humanity established 

in Genesis. 

But just as things are looking hopeless, God steps in and chooses a man who will later be 

renamed Abraham to receive a great promise. In Genesis 12:1–2, God says to Abraham, “Go 

from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Of particular importance here is the idea 

that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham (more on that in a minute). Of 

immediate concern to Abraham is how God can make him a great nation even though he has no 

children and has a barren wife. But in Genesis 15, God reaffirms his promise, and Abraham 

believes God and in so doing clues us into how a sinful and broken people might be able to be 

made right with our creator. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness.” Abraham believes that God will come through on his promise, and God 

counts Abraham’s faith as righteousness. This clues us into why people like Noah are considered 

righteous even though we see that man’s heart is broken. They believe the promise of the seed of 

the woman who will slay the serpent. And God is narrowing his promise when he covenants with 

Abraham to bless the nations through his offspring or seed. The serpent slayer will be a child of 

Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations.  

The OT’s definition of righteousness can be surprising to many. Many see the OT way to 

salvation as observance to the law of Moses, but this is not the case. It is by faith in the promises 

of God. Romans 4:1–3 assures us that this interpretation is correct, “What then shall we say was 

gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Faith, not works, is and 

has always been the basis of justification. However, it is important to note that belief and 

obedience are closely related throughout Scripture. Belief is counted as righteousness, but that 

belief is always accompanied by a heart that is motivated towards obedience by the grace and 

mercy received. Thus obedience is the fruit (or result) of a life of faith. Faith, not works, is 

counted as righteousness. Obedience flows out of this faith. Obedience can be thought of as 
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living out the identity God gives us because of our faith. We will look at this more in our 

discussion of the New Testament. 

Just as we would expect from our knowledge of humanity, Abraham and his descendants 

continue to exhibit evidence of heart problems. Throughout the rest of the OT, they lie, they 

cheat, they sleep around, they murder. They are thoroughly broken. They will never make 

themselves pure. Even the best choose themselves over God. It is important that we see salvation 

as something completely out of the reach of humanity. But more importantly, God steps in and 

provides salvation to those who are willing to repent. God is faithful despite failures. He 

continues to pursue his people. He continues to offer forgiveness and mercy to those who will 

respond in belief to his promises.  

 

The Exodus and The Law 

A few generations down the road from Abraham, we find that his family (the Hebrews or 

the people of Israel) has grown large, but they are enslaved to the Egyptians. It is important to 

note that this is predicted in Genesis 15:13, a fact that should only further confirm the 

sovereignty of God in our minds. Things are not good. Not only are they oppressed, but their 

numbers intimidate Pharaoh, and he decrees that every Hebrew male child born be killed by 

being cast into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). But one woman, in an effort to save her baby son, places 

him in a basket and floats him down the same river. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the child and 

raises him as her own. This man is Moses. He will lead Israel in the exodus, a climatic moment 

in history where God delivers Israel from Egypt and establishes them as a nation. This will be the 

moment by which OT believers remember the faithfulness of God and becomes the bedrock for 

their hope of future deliverance. 

The story of Exodus shows the power of God. He uses the deliverance of Israel to tell a 

story that will be repeated over and over again. A man will bring a broken people out of the 

bonds of slavery and into a Promised Land. The story of Moses will set the trajectory for the 

greater redemption story where Christ comes to save his people from sin and death and restore 

them and the world to their intended place. Moses, through the power of God, pleads with 

Pharaoh to let his people go. God sends ten plagues, each proving his power over the gods of 

Egypt and the last of which costs the Egyptians that which they took from the Israelites: their 

firstborn sons. Israel is spared this fate through what becomes known as the Passover. God calls 

each house to sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the door posts. They are to then eat a special 

meal that becomes known as the Passover meal. That night as the angel of the Lord is putting the 

firstborn to death, he passes over the houses that believe God and act on his commandment to 

sacrifice the lamb, resulting in the sparing of their firstborn sons. This final plague convinces 

Pharaoh to release Israel. 

Despite the miraculous ways God delivers them from Egypt, including the crossing of the 

Red Sea, they again choose fear rather than trust him. God leads them on the way to Promised 

Land in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He feeds them manna that 

miraculously appears on the ground. He gives them water from a rock when they have nothing to 

drink, and still they grumble against him.  

Finally, they come to a place called Mount Sinai and something amazing happens. God 

makes a covenant (probably the best way to understand a covenant is a promise that is marked by 

loyal relationship) with Israel that they will be his people if they will obey what he calls them to 

do. That sounds good to them and so they say they will. Moses then goes up the mountain to 

meet with God and before he can come back down, they have already failed. They make an idol 
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and begin worshipping it. The only thing that keeps God from destroying them is his promise to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Eventually, they move on. God leads them on towards the Promised Land (Canaan), and 

he continues to provide for them on the way. As they near the land, they send out twelve spies to 

investigate. It is a rich land but also one filled with powerful people. Ten of the twelve spies 

report that they do not believe they can take the land. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 

disagree and urge the people to trust God. Instead, they doubt his promise and try to stone Joshua 

and Caleb, rebelling against God. God intervenes and is again on the verge of destroying Israel. 

Only his promise stays his hand. The consequence for their actions? None of this unbelieving 

generation will get to enter the Promised Land. All but Joshua and Caleb will die in the 

wilderness as Israel is made to wander in it for the next 40 years.  

This includes Moses. He is like Noah in that he appears to be the one who will bring 

about the promises of God, but despite his great faithfulness, he too sins in ways that show us he 

too is broken and in need of God’s intervention. This is never more evident than when he strikes 

the rock at Meribah in disbelief and frustration, and God says to him, “Because you did not 

believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 

bring this assembly into the land that I have given them” (Numbers 20:12). Even the great 

prophet Moses falls short of God’s perfect standard and is lost apart from God’s intervention. 

 It is amazing that God continues to provide for Israel even as they wander through the 

desert. But the message is clear – disobedience displays a lack of belief in the promises of God, 

resulting in wandering through the desert rather than entering into the Promised Land (an image 

that will later represent entering into the rest of God). As the 40 years come to a close, Moses 

gives some last instructions to the Israelites before he dies, and they enter into the land without 

him.  

In Deuteronomy 28–29, Moses reminds them of the covenant they have made with God. 

If they believe in him and his promises as demonstrated by their obedience, he will bless them in 

all kinds of ways. If they disobey, they will experience curses, most notably they will face exile 

at the hands of their enemies. Deuteronomy 30:15 sums it up this way, “See, I have set before 

you today life and good, death and evil.” But Deuteronomy 30 also lets us know what is going to 

happen. They are going to disobey and go into exile. They are going to do exactly what everyone 

before them has done. They are going to choose to disobey God and die, and here we are clued in 

as to why: they have uncircumcised hearts. They can’t love God how they are supposed to 

because their hearts are infected with sin and must be made new. This is also called a “heart of 

stone” (Ezekiel 36:26). But there is hope. There will be a day that God intervenes. Deuteronomy 

30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 

that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live.” God is doing something on the behalf of his people that they cannot do for themselves: 

change their very hearts. 

This echoes what we see in Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1–2. God is at work to bring 

about salvation for his people, and we are seeing his plan slowly unfold. It is something he must 

do on our behalf. God will send a seed of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent. He 

will be from the line of Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations. Genesis 15:6 assures 

us that those who are considered righteous are those who believe the promises of God. These 

believers will be the ones whose hearts have been circumcised so they will love God with all 

their hearts and souls that they may live (Deuteronomy 30:6).  
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Despite the warning, the prediction of Deuteronomy 30 comes true. Upon entering the 

Promised Land, Israel’s obedience quickly wavers. Numerous accounts like Joshua 7 show the 

Israelites disobeying God thinking they know better than him about what will make them happy. 

At times, they keep things for themselves they were told not to; other times, they are fearful. 

They do not completely conquer the land. Judges records in great detail a people who are quick 

to forget God. He intervenes to save them over and over again, sending judges to help, but they 

continue to fall into unbelief and disobedience. Judges is summed up with its last verse, “In those 

days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

 

 

Kingdoms, Prophets, and Exile 

At this point, God allows Israel an earthly king. A man of kingly stature named Saul 

receives the crown. However, despite his appearance, it quickly becomes apparent that his life 

does not match up. He becomes murderously jealous of a young man named David that God 

chooses to replace him as king (remember disobedience illustrates a lack of belief). David is a 

man specifically chosen by God. He is from the tribe of Judah. We didn’t talk about this, but in 

Genesis 49:10, Jacob, a descendant of Abraham, declares that Judah, or more literally an 

offspring of Judah, will rule forever. All peoples will obey him, and the kingdom will be so 

wealthy he can tie his foal to the choice vine and wash his garments in wine. These are 

Messianic descriptors, meaning that these things describe the Messiah, the one God is sending to 

set things right, and the Messianic Kingdom he will usher in. This is important now because it 

hints to the meaning of the promises of God given here.  

The serpent slayer will be a seed of the woman (a human), a seed of Abraham, from the 

tribe of Judah, and as we will see, a son of David (meaning in the lineage of David). David 

seems to be the next contender for the position of serpent slayer. God handpicks him. As a boy, 

he slays the giant Goliath when all of Israel trembles before him. He is patient and merciful to 

Saul despite Saul’s murderous intentions towards him. He is even called a man after God’s own 

heart (1 Samuel 13:14). But we will see that he too is broken, most notably in his sin with 

Bathsheba. He will sleep with her, a married woman, and then have her husband killed to cover 

his sin. Again, the Bible clearly illustrates even the best of men have hearts that are deeply 

flawed. David is not the Messiah. But he does receive a promise from God that focuses the 

expectations of deliverance. God promises David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). One 

from the line of David will rule forever as the Messianic King. This Kingdom will be described 

in further detail in the prophets, but the gist is that it will be an everlasting kingdom marked by 

righteousness and justice: the two major concerns of God’s law.  

After David dies, his son Solomon begins his rule. His rule, like his father’s, starts out 

promising. He asks God for wisdom and receives it. He writes much of the wisdom literature in 

Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and much of Proverbs). He is successful in his reign. 

The nations come to meet him and pay tribute. In some ways, he is a picture of what the 

Messianic King might look like, but he is as fallen as the rest. He lets his numerous wives lead 

his heart after idols rather than stay true to God. 

The rest of the accounts of the kings of Israel are much like this. Most are outright 

rebellious. Some make a call for renewed faithfulness, but the trend is towards disobedience. As 

a result, God does just what he said he was going to do. The people choose disobedience and in 

doing so, they choose the curse (Deut. 30:15-20).  
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 This leads to disaster for Israel. Under Solomon’s son, the kingdom of Israel is split into 

two kingdoms: Israel in the North, and Judah in the South. The kingdom of Israel is conquered 

by the Assyrians and carried off into exile. The same happens to the kingdom of Judah by the 

Babylonians. At this point, the question is how one in the line of David will sit on the throne 

forever and set things right if there is no throne in Israel? But we must remember that during the 

periods of the kings and now in the exile, prophets are sent to tell the Jewish people they are 

about to be punished and then while in exile why they are being punished. They have disobeyed 

God and are experiencing the curse Moses discussed in Deuteronomy 29. But that is not the end 

of the story. They are also reminded of who God is, how he is faithful to his promises, how he is 

merciful, how he has redeemed them in the past, and how they can expect him to do so again. 

And he will do so in a way that will address the problem they have been unable to address 

themselves. He will give them new hearts. 

 There are many clarifications of the promises of God in the prophets. In our brief 

overview it is important to see that there will be a Messianic (anointed one, promised deliverer) 

King from the line of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-5) and yet greater than David (Psalm 

110:1), who in some way is like a son of man and yet who seems to share in the divinity and 

authority of God (Daniel 7:13-14), who will suffer for the sins of others (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and 

yet will rule forever in righteousness and justice over a world that has been freed from sin and its 

curse (Isaiah 11:1-9). This king will not only save Israel but will bring salvation to the nations 

(Isaiah 49:6). We see that the members of this new kingdom will have a new covenant with God 

in which he will write his law on their hearts and mind (Jeremiah 31:31-34), meaning he will 

make them into the kind of people with hearts that are able to love follow him. There is more 

than we can discuss in this short overview, but it is important to see the expectation of 

redemption and salvation that exists because of the promises of God revolving around the seed of 

the woman as declared by the prophets throughout the exile. 

 This is where the OT ends, with the expectation of a Messiah, a serpent-slayer from the 

line of David who will be a blessing to the nations, who will provide forgiveness of sins, conquer 

death, and rule eternally with righteousness and justice. However, as they trickle back from exile 

and are allowed to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, no one thinks that this new kingdom has 

come. Israel languishes, waiting for its promised deliverer, and they will do so for 400 years. The 

question for Israel is, “When will this Messiah come?” 

 

The Messiah 

 This is the context for the coming of Jesus—a once perfect world broken by an act of 

rebellion by the very ones created to be caretakers of it. This rebellion has led to broken 

fellowship with the creator, humanity’s enslavement to sin, suffering caused by evil, and 

ultimately death. Hope seems distant, but deliverance is coming in a most unexpected way. 

 It is important to note that the NT writers see the coming of Jesus and his preaching of 

the dawning kingdom of God as the fulfillment of the OT Scripture and its promises. This is why 

Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus connecting him to Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17), Luke 

records a genealogy connecting him all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), and all of the 

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) make frequent use of OT quotes and allusions to 

confirm Jesus as the promised Messianic King. They believe God’s promises in the OT and see 

them fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

 Although there are plenty of examples of God choosing people of low station to fulfill his 

purposes, the typical Jewish expectation for the Messiah was one who would come in political 
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power. That is not how Jesus comes. He comes from humble beginnings. When he starts his 

ministry he chooses twelve men to invest in. He doesn’t choose the best and brightest; he 

chooses fishermen and a tax collector. But as he begins to minister, it becomes clear that Jesus is 

different. He heals people; he casts out demons; he shows his authority over nature; and he 

miraculously provides sustenance. He amazes the crowds as he teaches as one with more 

authority than they have never seen. He forgives sins; he overturns the temple; he explains how 

they have misunderstood the teachings of the OT. He claims to be the fulfillment of OT, the way 

to the Father, the living water, the light of the world. But most amazing of all, he claims to be the 

Son of God: one with God the Father. That is what all his teachings and miracles are pointing 

towards. The Messiah (or Christ as he is called in the NT) has come and his miracles are 

showing the dawning of the new kingdom promised in the OT. But the Jewish leaders are 

skeptical, which is unsurprising as it threatens their positions of power, and they begin to plot to 

kill Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teachings are surprising. He teaches an upside-down economy for the new 

kingdom he is ushering in. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). You must love your 

enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). You must store up your treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matt. 6:19-

21). Those who want to follow him must expect to be hated and persecuted (Matt. 10:16-25). 

Those who are like children will be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). Those who desire 

to be great must serve (Matt. 23:11-12). Earthly riches make entering into the kingdom difficult 

(Matt. 19:23-24). Those who wish to keep their lives must lose it (Matt. 16:24-27). Then Jesus 

shows what he means by all of this by serving us in a way that we could never repay. He does 

something for us that we could never do for ourselves. He pays the penalty for our sins. The 

greatest among us, the very Son of God, serves a world that has been rebelling against him since 

the beginning of time and takes our sins upon his shoulders. He takes our penalty for our sins—

death. The God of the universe becomes the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:5, “…he was pierced 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And because he is perfect, because he is 

sinless, because he is the Son of God, he rises again from the grave (Matt. 28:1-10). Jesus—the 

seed of the woman, the blessing to the nations, the Davidic king, the suffering servant, the Son of 

God—has fulfilled the promise of God. He crushes the head of the serpent. He defeats sin and 

death and inaugurates the new kingdom. 

 

Our Place in the Story 
 This is where you and I find ourselves in the story. Sin and death have been defeated, and 

we are offered a choice. Will we trust Jesus and his work on the cross for the forgiveness of our 

sins or will we trust in ourselves and our works? At first the answer seems easy. But Jesus calls 

us to count the cost of following him. He is coming back to set all things right, but until he does, 

we are to be sharing his story so that others might be saved. And what the Bible tells us is that 

many will reject him and in so doing reject and persecute us. Belief in him will mean hatred by 

the world. The call to follow Jesus is the call to forget about temporary, earthly gain and to 

pursue Jesus and his coming kingdom. It is the call to be willing, like Jesus, to suffer injustice. It 

is the call to share the gospel with those who are still dead in their sin so that they too can know 

God. We will find that we are exiles in this world, that we don’t really belong, but we will also 

find that the temporary cost will be eternally worth it (Matt. 13:44-46). Luke 9:23-25 says, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
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For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” We will 

all die. But Jesus tells us that a temporary life surrendered to him will result in salvation and 

eternal life with him in his new kingdom. 

 Revelation 21:1-4 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 

This is just a small glimpse into what God has in store for those who accept what Jesus has done 

on their behalf, who believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God. While we await his return, we 

are called to live in such a way that we demonstrate our belief, particularly in our proclamation 

of the gospel of Jesus to those who do not know him. 

 In short, we respond to the story of Scripture by knowing Jesus and making him known. 

 

 

Questions to ask when reading Scripture: 

1. What is the author’s main point in this section of Scripture? 

2. Where does what I’m reading fit in the overall story of the Bible? (i.e. before or after the 

Exodus from Egypt; before or after Jesus; before or after the resurrection, etc.) 

3. What does it mean for those who were the original audience? 

4. What does it mean for me today? 

5. How should I change in response to this Scripture? 

A Few Resources for Understanding the Story of Scripture 

For Small Children: 

The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung 

The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm  

The Garden, the Curtain, and the Cross by Carl Laferton 

thebibleproject.com 

New City Catechism (Available as a book or for free as an app on both iOS and Android) 

For Youth and Adults 

thebibleproject.com 

The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno 

Multiply by Francis Chan 

 

For a More In-depth Look 

The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah by T.D. Alexander 

Old Testament Survey by Paul House and Eric Mitchell 

God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology by James M. Hamilton, Jr. 
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Week 1 

Genesis 1:1-2:3 – The Creator God 

By Harvey Edwards IV 

 

Introduction 

The Bible starts as any good story should: at the very beginning. And what unfolds is 

the greatest story ever told. It is at once more compelling, more tragic, and more beautiful than 

any other, for it gives rise to all other stories. It is the source of our inspiration, our emotions, our 

hopes and fears, even our very existence. It connects us to our world, our history, and our future. 

This story begins with Genesis.   

Genesis sets our foundational assumptions for how Scripture is to be read. It informs 

us of the characters and the setting. It gives us the rules by which we are to judge the story. It 

tells us what is acceptable and what is not. It shows us how things should be and how they are. It 

speaks of the tension that exists, of what we should expect and what we can hope for. The 

beginning of a narrative orients you to the world of the story and teaches you to think about and 

evaluate the characters, events, and outcomes the way the author does. Scripture is a story by 

God about himself and his creation. As part of his creation, we find our small stories are being 

intertwined into the overall plot of the Bible. To know our place in this world, we must allow 

God to teach us through his Word, and Genesis introduces us to us how we fit into and think 

about his world.  

Genesis is what we might call our origin story, and as we read it, we respond like our 

fictional heroes do to their own origins—we see something deeper about ourselves and allow it 

to inform us or we reject it wholeheartedly, running from a truth we can never escape. If we are 

to understand ourselves, our world, and our place in it, we must allow Genesis to set our 

assumptions about our universe. 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 1:1-2:3 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Why does it matter that God is outside of creation and that he spoke creation into being? 

2. What do you make of the knowledge that humanity – we – were created in the image of 

God? What does it mean to be created in his image? 

3. What is it that Moses wants us to learn from the creation account in Genesis 1? What 

ways does this impact how we are called to live our lives today? 
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Commentary 

1:1-2:3 

 Genesis begins simply but profoundly: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and 

the earth” (Gen 1:1). This verse establishes the truth that defines our reality. God is creator, and 

we are created. Paul House says, “From the very first verse of the canon God’s uniqueness and 

sovereignty emerge.”1 To miss this and its implication is to handicap our understanding of the 

world and will cause us to struggle with the biblical narrative as it unfolds in Scripture. God 

created the heavens and the earth, and they are his to do with as he pleases. We are at the mercy 

of our creator. This seems like a tenuous situation for the created, yet what unfolds is a picture of 

a good and loving God. He speaks creation out of nothing. He then takes what was chaotic (Gen 

1:2) and brings order. And at each step of creation, what he has done is declared “good” (see Gen 

1). 

The creation story should be read a certain way. To argue over the timetable and method 

of creation is to miss the point. Rather, creation proclaims something about God, ourselves, and 

our place. It sets the stage for the biblical narrative. It introduces the setting, the characters, the 

rules by which the world works, and eventually the great tension of our existence —the battle for 

our hearts. 

As God’s creative work nears completion, he creates something unique for a specific 

purpose. Genesis 1:26 says, Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 

And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So 

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 

heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Gen 1:26–28). 

God creates humanity in his own image to rule over his creation. He gives them a 

commission and provides all that they need to accomplish it. Man is to rule as God’s vice regent, 

working and keeping the garden and eventually filling the earth in accordance with his plan for 

creation.2 Stephen Dempster says, “[This creation narrative] is indispensable for understanding 

the Bible, sketching out an understanding of what it means to be human, namely to bring the 

world under the dominion of the image of God.”3 Again, it is important to recognize the 

difference between God and man. God has created man and breathed life into him (Gen 2:7). He 

is the pinnacle of creation, but he is not the center of the story. Instead, God is accomplishing his 

                                                      
1Paul R. House, Old Testament Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 59. 

2 In chapter 6 of God’s Kingdom through God’s Covenants, Gentry and Wellum argue that the narrative 

of Gen 1–3 makes it clear that a covenant has been formed at creation clarifying humanity’s position as servant 

kings and sons of God. Gentry and Wellum state, “As servant king and son of God mankind will mediate God’s rule 

to the creation in the context of a covenant relationship with God on the one hand and the earth on the other. Hence 

the concept of the kingdom of God is found on the first page of Scripture” (Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. Wellum, 

God’s Kingdom through God’s Covenants: A Concise Biblical Theology [Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015], 201, 

Kindle). This helps us see God’s design for humanity and the rest of his creation and informs our eschatological 

expectations. 

3Stephen G. Dempster, Dominion and Dynasty: A Biblical Theology of the Hebrew Bible, New Studies 

in Biblical Theology, vol. 15 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2003), 58. 
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plan for creation, of which man plays a part. John Walton observes, “The functional cosmos in 

Genesis is not set up with only people in mind. The cosmos is also intended to carry out a 

function related to God. On the seventh day we finally discover that God has been working to 

achieve a rest. This seventh day is not a theological appendix to the creation account, just to 

bring closure now that the main event of creating people has been reported. Rather, it intimates 

the purpose of creation and of the cosmos. God does not set up the cosmos so that only people 

will have a place. He also sets up the cosmos to serve as his temple in which he will find rest in 

the order and equilibrium that he has established.”4  

God places man in the garden of Eden with the implied goal of expanding the boundaries 

of it to fill the earth.5 Again the story focuses on the goodness of God. He is working out his 

purposes, but he does so in a way that cares for his creation. He meets the longings of the human 

heart. He provides security through his provision in the garden. He provides love and belonging 

through both his personal relationship with Adam and as will be made clear in Genesis 2, the 

woman.  He provides purpose by including humanity in the divine purpose. Alexander states, 

“Through time, the whole earth would become a holy garden-city. While Genesis 2 merely 

introduces the start of this process, the long-term outcome is the establishment of an arboreal 

temple-city where God and humanity coexist in perfect harmony.”6 God partners with his 

humanity, his special creation, for the purpose of filling the earth with his goodness and creating 

a place for humanity to dwell with him in perfect harmony.7 

God has always existed in perfect community with himself – God the Father, God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit – three persons and one God. This is a mystery that our finite 

minds are unable to completely grasp, but this should be unsurprising to us that the God who can 

speak creation into existence is beyond our ability to understand. This God created us to be in 

community with him. He created us in his image, to rule as his vice-regents over all of creation. 

He created us to partner with him in his purpose to fill his world with his glory by expanding the 

garden – the place where God dwells with humanity – to the ends of the earth. God is entirely 

other than us, but he shows himself to be good and generous to his creation.  

One final thing to note is that on the seventh day, after finishing his creation, God rests. 

Genesis says, “So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from 

all his work that he had done in creation” (Genesis 2:3). This is not to say that God no longer 

interacted with his creation, but rather that what he created was good and as he intended. Later 

biblical passages will pick up this idea of rest. Those who have faith in Jesus will enter into 

God’s perfect sabbath rest (Hebrews 4:3-11).  

 

 

 

                                                      
4 T. Desmond Alexander and David W. Baker, eds. “Pentateuch,” in Dictionary of the Old Testament 

(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2010), 161. 

5T. Desmond Alexander, From Eden to the New Jerusalem (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2009), 

25. 

6Ibid., 25–26. 

7The use of edenic imagery is a sign of eschatological salvation in the writings of the prophets. See 

Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis 1–11:26, NAC, vol. 1A (Nashville: Broadman and Holman Publishers, 1996), 201. 
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The Main Point 

There is no one like God. He has spoken everything into existence. Although he is wholly 

other than us, in his great love, he created us to bear his image, to live in relationship with him, 

to rule over creation as his vice regents, and to be fruitful and multiply and fill his world with his 

glory.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 6-9 – Because of man’s disobedience, the God judges the earth. The flood is a 

decreation that results in waters again covering the surface of the earth. However, God in 

his grace shows saves Noah and his family. The creation mandate is renewed as he is 

given the command to be fruitful and multiply.  

• John 1 – John uses some of the language of Genesis in his introduction of Jesus to show 

that Jesus is one with the Father. Psalm 82 

• Hebrews 4:3-11 – Although Israel never entered into the rest of God because of their 

disobedience, Jesus has made a way for those who continue in the faith to enter into 

God’s Sabbath rest.  
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Week 2 

Genesis 2:4-25 – Adam and Eve 

By Garrett Pinkerton 

 

Introduction 

 

 Imagine the most perfect world you could live in. Think about what life would be like if 

all negative things were eliminated and only abundant pleasures remained. Maybe you picture 

not having to wake up early on Monday mornings to begin a challenging week of work. Maybe 

you feature free food. Who doesn’t love free food? It could include lots of travel to see amazing 

views. I recently visited the Rocky Mountains in Denver, Colorado, and the beauty of the 

mountains, away from the city and the business of life, took my breath away. I was blown away 

by the extravagant view of God’s creation. Maybe the perfect life we envision is some version of 

the American Dream, with a God-sent spouse, beautiful children, and two pets. This would 

certainly be enough to make us content, right? 

 Genesis 2 can sometimes be glossed over. Many of us have likely heard the story of 

Adam and Eve. But this time, when you read it, I challenge you to read the story of Adam, taking 

note of how completely God provides Adam with beauty, food, relationships, rule – many of the 

ideals we long for today. I hope we internalize the fact that He is the greatest good and the 

ultimate answer to our deepest desires. Without seeking and obeying God, these awesome things 

that are granted for our pleasure aren’t enough for us to be content.  

 
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you (Matthew 6:33). 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 2:4-25 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How is humanity’s special purpose and relationship to God revealed in the Scriptures? 

2. What does God instruct Adam to do in the Garden of Eden? How does this compare to 

the commands given to us? 

3. Why does God use a rib taken out of the man to form the woman? What does this say 

about how our marriages should look? 
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Commentary 

 

2:4-17 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 

day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 5 When no bush of the field] was yet in 

the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to 

rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the 

land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed the man 

of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 

living creature. 

 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man 

whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is 

pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four 

rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land 

of Havilah, where there is gold.12 And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are 

there.13 The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole 

land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the 

fourth river is the Euphrates.  
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep 

it.  16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 

garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 

you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

 

Scripture from Genesis 1:26-29 explains the creation of man in the image of God, giving 

authority to man over all the earth and commanding him to “fill the earth and subdue it.” This is 

further expounded upon in Genesis 2:4-17.  

In Genesis 2, we see God establishing Adam’s rule in the Garden of Eden and His will 

for its expansion. The Lord is the power that springs from the ground to water the face of the 

earth. He also is the Creator, forming man from dust and breathing life into him. Verses 4-7 

show us that God is our great Creator and sustainer, providing water, food, and our every breath. 

He is the provider of our lives. Without him we are nothing but dust.  

 In verses 8-9, Genesis describes the Lord’s placement of Adam in the Garden, providing 

him an abundance of food in the form of many different fruit trees. Not only do the trees bear 

good fruit, but the scene is one of immense beauty, as evidenced by the statement that trees are 

“pleasant to the sight.” God, from the moment Adam is created, knows his needs and provides 

plentiful resources for those needs to be met.  

 Again, Genesis highlights Adam’s placement in the Garden of Eden in verses 15-17, and 

by repetition, reveals the importance of Adam’s specific role following creation. Adam is given 

two main commands here: one thing to do and one thing not to do. He is told to keep the garden 

and take care of it, being given a vast array of trees to choose the fruit of his liking. The second 

command is to not eat fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God commands this out 

of love for His creation, to protect Adam from death. He even explicitly reveals the consequence 

of potential disobedience in eating from that tree, informing Adam that he will surely die. This 
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leaves Adam a choice: obedience or disobedience, life or death, and living in the presence of 

God or being separated from God. 

 The garden is portrayed as the temple where God meets with his people: his dwelling 

place. In fact, the tabernacle and later the temple will be decorated with garden imagery for that 

very reason. Adam is meant to care for the garden and to fill the earth. He was to expand it over 

the whole earth. Ultimately, he rebelled against God and couldn’t carry out this task. Adam and 

Eve will be exiled from the garden, losing the special sense of God’s presence. But there will be 

a new Adam. Jesus, the Son of God, will restore man’s ability to dwell in the presence of God in 

the new creation (Revelation 22). 

 

2:18-25 

 

 18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him 

a helper fit for him.”  
19 Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird 

of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the 

man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and 

to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.  

But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep 

sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh.22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made] into a woman and 

brought her to the man.  
23 Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called Woman, 

    because she was taken out of Man.”  
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh.  
25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 

 

God created us in His image, so he knows our every need in the Garden, and he knows 

them now wherever we are. God knows that it is not good for Adam to be alone and makes him a 

suitable companion. God demonstrates handing man authority on earth when he allows the man 

to name every living creature in verses 19 and 20. Verse 19 repeats the fact that God made 

animals from the ground, and we have read several times of man coming from dust. This is a 

demonstration of God’s awesome power and sovereignty when compared to the power of man. 

Even though God has given man rule over the earth and all the creatures that fly, swim, and 

creep on it, He still has complete control over existence. The authority given to man in the 

Garden was a gift from God in the presence of God. 

The end of verse 20 tells us that no creature that is brought to Adam for naming is 

suitable for him as a helper. In the next few verses (21-22), God literally takes a rib out of the 

man in a deep sleep and creates woman out of it, which would be the perfect aid to man in the 

Garden of Eden. This is symbolic of man and woman in marriage becoming one, as Eve is one 

with Adam. Both are given the mission of God. Neither can fill and subdue the earth without the 

other. They are equally important to God’s design for creation. The creation of the woman again 
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shows that God recognizes our needs and, because He loves us, makes provision for us. Marriage 

is established by God in His presence for His purpose, which is, in this case, ruling over and 

filling the earth. 

 Verses 23 quotes Adam celebrating his new companion, showing that he recognizes she 

is created out of his flesh and bone. He calls her “woman,” rejoicing in the companion given to 

him. Adam and Eve are God’s most prized creations. Genesis provides a detailed account of their  

creation, their special purpose, how God provided for them, and their intimate relationship in 

marriage.  

 Chapter 2 of the first book of the Bible concludes with more details about the institution 

of marriage, instructing that a man “leaves his father and mother” and he and the woman 

“become one flesh.” They are bare and have no shame or reason to hide themselves from each 

other or God as His plan unfolds.  

 In summary, Genesis 2:4-25 teaches us that God is a good God, not because He lives up 

to our standards and expectations, but because He is good and is from where all goodness comes. 

However, we recognize his goodness as He shows His love for us through protection, food, 

relationships, and purpose that meet our needs and our hearts’ desires. All of this, carried out in 

love and care, is done according to His plan for His glory. While He allows us to participate and 

play a special role in his design for creation, ultimately, everything is created by Him and for 

Him. God is loving, powerful, and good, as shown throughout this chapter of Genesis. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

 Genesis 2 displays the goodness of God. He creates Adam and Eve, he provides for them, 

he gives them the gift of marriage, he allows them to rule under him as his rulers of all creation, 

including them in his plan for filling the earth with his glory. 

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1:26-30 – God created humanity and gave them dominion over the earth, giving 

an overview of creation before detailing the creation of humanity in chapter two. 

• Matthew 19:5 – Jesus uses creation story and institution of marriage in confrontation 

with Pharisees. 

• Psalm 8:7 – David recalls God’s creation of life and establishment of man’s dominion 

over it in his Psalm, proclaiming his majesty.  

• Ephesians 5:28 – Paul instructs the church at Ephesus on right love in marriage. 

• Revelation 21-22 – Jesus will redeem creation and man will again dwell in the fullness 

of the presence of God. 
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Week 3 

Genesis 3:1-24 – The Fall 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

Mom and Dad told me not to play ball in the house. Why? Because Aunt Bethany’s 

ceramic vase might become a casualty in the greatest world series comeback of all time. But it’s 

bottom of the 7th inning. I have runners on 2nd and 3rd. My best hitter (me) walks up to the plate 

and calls his shot. Unfortunately, Aunt Bethany’s prized ceramic vase is right in its line. Here 

comes the wind up…the pitch…WHACK! I smash it! I round the bases and win the World 

Series while my brother’s face turns pale. I turn to see the vase on the floor in a million pieces. I 

snap back to reality to see her enter the room. Mom. And now I face the ultimate decision…do I 

run or tell the truth?  

Something like this has happened to all of us at one point or another. If your 

consequences for disobedience were immediate, you might struggle to understand the way God 

responds to Adam and Eve’s action. God says that if they eat of the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, they will surely die. But when they eat it, they don’t experience an immediate 

death penalty. God does not respond in hatred or anger. He responds in grace: undeserved favor 

he shows toward us. Rather than destroying humanity, he chooses to allow us to continue to bear 

his image in the world even though he knows we will reject him over and over again. Why does 

God allow this? How can he tolerate such blatant rebellion? How can things be “right” again? 

God sets a plan in motion long before Adam and Eve were created and proclaims it even 

in the midst of explaining the effects of their sin. There will be a seed of the woman who will 

someday crush the head of the serpent and will bring restoration between God and man (Genesis 

3:15). God in his sovereignty chooses to stay his wrath so that he can show the depth of his love 

by sacrificing himself for a rebellious race. Jesus is the seed of the woman who crushes the head 

of the serpent. 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 3:1-24 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Can you imagine what it would be like to be there in that garden? Share your thoughts 

with your group. 

2. What was it like as a kid where you grew up? Do you ever remember doing things that 

your parents explicitly told you not to do? Did you ever get caught? Were you the snitch? 

Discuss this with your group. 

3. Has there ever been a time in your life when someone close to you, whether intentional or 
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not, hurt you deeply? What were some of your initial thoughts? If you would like to share 

with the group, please do so. If you would like to discuss this further, please talk with 

your Community Group Leader after tonight’s session. 

 

 

Commentary 

3:1-7 

 After God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the garden, he gave them a few 

guidelines (healthy boundaries) in order to help them grow and flourish in their environment. 

One of those boundaries is that Adam and Eve can eat fruit from of every tree in the garden with 

the exception of one, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. At this point, everything is 

perfect. God even says so himself in Genesis 1:31. That is, until sin enters the world through 

Adam and Eve’s decision to eat the fruit. Is the fruit rotten or poisonous? No, God says that all 

that he created is “very good.” So why does God command them not to eat of that tree? Let’s ask 

the question this way… Let’s say you have children. Whether they are eighteen days old or 

eighteen years old, how do you know that your child truly loves you? Is it because they tell you? 

Is it because they do the dishes? Is it because they make you gifts from popsicle sticks? No. It is 

because they are obedient to do things that you have asked them to do and they refrain from 

doing the things you have asked them not to do. Love is not something that can be forced. Love 

is an action that we choose to make. So as we choose to love our children, spouses, friends, and 

family we are choosing to act according to the ways that are appropriate in expressing that love 

toward them. With Adam and Eve, we are not told how much time has passed between when 

God instructs them not to eat the fruit and when they eat it. They might be obedient for days or 

even years. But we do know that it only takes one disobedient action to change their lives, the 

environment, and the lives of everyone and everything after that moment. 

Genesis 3:7 tells us that after they have eaten the fruit, their eyes are immediately opened. 

I know that it is be hard to imagine a perfect garden, perfect air (probably smells like fresh baked 

bread if we’re honest), and perfect bodies (no joint pain or boo-boos). However, I also know that 

we can all relate to that feeling we get when we know that we have just intentionally disobeyed 

the ones we love. That sinking feeling we get when we know that we have another choice to 

make, do we fess up or do we cover it up? Tell the truth or tell a lie? The thing about lies is this, 

we have to always tell another lie. It is perpetual. It never ends. Pretty soon, we forget why we 

are lying and then we begin to live an assumed reality that is a lie itself. We could tell the truth, 

but now we are not exactly sure how this all happened. That is why we tell the truth. Growing 

up, I heard it quite often, “Aaron, it is important to always tell the truth. So just take your 

whoopin’ and let’s get it over with.” Haha! Even to this day, you can ask my momma and she’ll 

tell you that I would not lie. I took many a whoopins back in my day that I can still remember, 

but it was important to tell the truth. Then again, I have told a few tall tales in my day too, but I 

digress. We all know that shameful and disgusting feeling we get when we outright disobey the 

ones we love. Now Adam and Eve are going to have a choice to make. What will they decide? 
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Commentary 

3:8-19 

 They have disobeyed God by eating the fruit and are currently wearing fig leaves, 

attempting to hide behind trees and bushes. They hear God walking through the garden. Does he 

know what they have just done? What will he say? Are they about to die? 

 It seems that Genesis 3:9 is both comforting and frightening. Frightening because they 

have just disobeyed the Creator and Knower of all things. There is literally nowhere to hide. It is 

comforting because God, knowing what they have just done, comes to them. He does not leave 

them to sulk in their shame. He pursues them and calls out to Adam, “Where are you?” This 

moment makes us feel the guilt and shame that sin has brought into the world. Sin has always 

overpromised and under-delivered. Why? Because sin is ultimately a lie—one that we have 

believed from the very beginning. We choose to doubt God’s goodness and to believe that he 

cannot be trusted.  
 Even though it is not necessary to do so, God proves his love for his creation by coming 

to them and extending grace toward them. When God gives Adam a chance to repent, Adam 

immediately places blame on God for the woman. In the same way, the woman immediately 

places blame on God for the serpent. At this point, God speaks to the serpent and begins to 

unfold his plan for salvation and what would be the end of the deceiving serpent himself, Satan. 

 God curses the serpent to crawl (slither) on the ground. He puts animosity between 

woman and the snake and between the woman’s offspring and the offspring of the serpent. 

Moving on to Eve, she will now have multiplied pain in childbirth. Her desire will be against her 

husband, meaning that she will not always be for him. Her natural tendency will be to attempt to 

and struggle with usurping his role and authority in the home. Adam’s sin leads to the cursed 

earth and his earthly death. Adam’s responsibility is to ensure that his family follows God. In 

Genesis 2:15-17, God places Adam in the garden with one job: to make sure that it grows and 

flourishes. When God makes Eve, Adam only knows how to do one thing: make sure things 

grow and flourish. God commands them to be fruitful and multiply, subdue the earth and 

exercise dominion over the animals. In essence, God tells Adam as the head of the household 

that he is to be sure Eve grows and flourishes.  

 At this point, things do not look good. Adam and Eve have broken fellowship with God. 

Sin has entered into the world and with it the curse. But even in the midst of their sin and the 

dispensing of judgment, God has not abandoned Adam and Eve. Their sin leads to death, but 

God in his grace provides a promise. One day, an offspring of the woman will crush the head of 

the serpent. One day there will be a seed who will deal with the evil one and undo the effects of 

the curse, even the curse of death. God’s mercy will come through his judgment of sin (Genesis 

3:15). 

 At the end of chapter 3, and in what seems to be a dismal situation, God does something 

we do not expect him to do. He clothes them. God goes further than he has to in order for us to 

know that he is good, and he can be trusted. This act of grace toward Adam and Eve comes with 

a price. One of God’s creations has to give its life so that they can be clothed with the animal’s 

skin. Adam and Eve do nothing to deserve this gift. They are merely the recipients of the actions 

of someone else. Much like we can do nothing to earn the love of God and his forgiveness 

through his son Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, we can only be recipients of that gracious gift. Yes, in 

the end Adam and Eve are banished from the garden. Because of their sin, they are unable to be 

in the fullness of God’s presence in his garden temple. But that is not the last time they will see 
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him and taste of the goodness of his creation. God will make a way. He will return to redeem his 

people and restore his creation in the end. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

In the beginning, God created everything in order that it might reflect his glory and 

goodness. God is good and he can be trusted. Sin is the exact opposite of this reality. Sin 

overpromises and under-delivers, leading to a distortion of our perception of God. In spite of our 

blatant rebellion, God has graciously made a way for us to know him through his son Jesus 

Christ. This is his doing and not our earning. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1 & 2 – These scriptures highlight God’s initial plan and purpose for creation. 

• Ephesians 2 – These scriptures point to salvation being a work of God through Jesus. We 

cannot earn his forgiveness and grace. We are only recipients of them. 
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Week 4 

Genesis 4:1-26 – Cain’s Anger and God’s Mercy 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

 If we are honest with ourselves, we can admit that we harbor jealousy towards others. We 

might envy one of our siblings because our parents seem to be more accepting of them. We may 

be jealous of a coworker who always seems to be recognized for their work. We might even 

resent people in our church for some of these same reasons. We could probably imagine 

hundreds, even thousands of other examples of how we harbor bitterness and jealousy towards 

others.  

 The story between Cain and Abel is more than just a historical narrative of one brother 

killing another. It is a tragedy illustrating the effects of man’s disobedience, the account of a God 

who offers grace to rebels, and the story of a God who inserts hope into chaos so that his 

promises are kept. Though we might spend our lives trying to measure up, we can not escape the 

reality that we are all rebels to God. Yet God offers scandalous grace to us. God adopts those 

who place their faith and trust in Christ and engrafts them as children of his family.  

 

 

 

Read Genesis 4:1-26 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is your reaction to God’s acceptance of Abel’s offering but not of Cain’s offering? 

2. What sin might be “crouching at your door?” How can we “rule over” sin? 

3. How does this passage reflect both God’s justice and God’s grace? 

 

 

 

Commentary 

4:1-7 – “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 

gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 

keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3 In the course of time Cain brought to the 

Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock 

and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain and 

his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, 

“Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
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And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must 

rule over it.” 

 

 In chapter 3, Adam and Eve listen to the serpent and rebel against God rather than trust in 

his word and his promises. The result is tragic. Adam and Eve, naked and ashamed before a holy 

God, know they are guilty. Their judgment leads to the cursing of all of creation. Yet God still 

shows mercy and covers Adam and Eve with grace. After clothing them and exiling them from 

the Garden of Eden, God allows Adam and Eve to conceive two sons. Their sons, Cain and Abel, 

represent the realization that God will keep his promise from Genesis 3:15 that Eve’s offspring 

will bruise the head of the serpent, dealing with the evil one.  

 Cain is a farmer and Abel is a shepherd and both bring offerings to the Lord. Cain brings 

to God an offering of fruit from the ground while Abel brings the prized portion of his flock as 

an offering. God favors Abel’s offering but does not favor Cain’s offering. The narrator does not 

explicitly inform us why God regards Abel’s offering more favorably, but the picture is clear: 

Cain has a heart problem. He is jealous of Abel and his anger is so apparent that the narrator 

even tells us that Cain’s physical appearance reflects it. God warns Cain to not let sin rule over 

him. God describes sin as some type of wild animal or monster ready to strike its prey at the first 

opportunity. As we reflect on this part of the story, what sin might be waiting to strike at us if we 

do not remain vigilant?  

 

 

4:8-16 –  8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against 

his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He 

said, “I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?” 10 And the Lord said, “What have you done? 

The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. 11 And now you are cursed 

from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 
12 When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive 

and a wanderer on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can 

bear. 14 Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be 

hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill 

me.”15 Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 

him sevenfold.” And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 
16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of 

Eden. 

 

Cain refuses to heed God’s warning and experiences the horrific consequences of sin. 

Cain permits his anger and jealousy to fester within him which leads him to kill his own brother. 

Following the murder, Cain brazenly ignores the disastrous results of his actions when God 

questions him about the whereabouts of Abel. God’s question to Cain mirrors his question to 

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. However, unlike Adam who believes the promise of God 

in Genesis 3:!5,, Cain doubles down as he lies to God and shrugs off his personal responsibility 

for the murder of his brother. Despite Cain’s naive attempts to hide his sin, God sees and knows 

everything. Cain cannot hide from God. Neither can we. The question asked of Cain still 

remains, “Do we trust that God can be trusted and defines what is good and not good? Or do we 

define good and evil for ourselves?” 
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The Lord tells Cain that his brother’s blood cries out from the ground and curses him. 

Abel’s blood calls out for justice. It convicts Cain for his injustice and likewise cries out for 

revenge against all injustice and unrighteousness. Thankfully, Scripture tells us of a Savior that 

offers forgiveness for our failures and provides us with a new, transformed life. This Savior is 

Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant between God and man. Jesus sacrifices his life in our 

place and his blood “speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24). While 

Abel’s blood calls out for vengeance, Christ’s blood offers forgiveness. 

 Cain is placed under a curse for his sin, he is no longer able to enjoy the fruits of laboring 

the ground as a farmer, and he is condemned to wander in exile. Cain complains that his 

punishment is too great for him to bear and fears for his safety. Without God’s protection, Cain 

knows that he will be on his own and in danger of retribution. God rightfully could have left 

Cain to remain cursed, exiled, and condemned to fend for himself. Yet God still shows mercy 

and grace, even to Cain. He marks Cain so that no one would attack him. Scripture does not 

specify what this mark is, but its purpose is clear. Cain leaves the presence of the Lord and 

wanders east of Eden.  

 The disastrous results of Adam and Eve’s sin are clearly manifested here in the actions of 

their son Cain. Adam and Eve do not have to wait until their own death to experience the tragic 

consequences of their rebellion in the Garden of Eden. They witness the murder of their youngest 

son and the exile of their firstborn son. This is one of the most sobering pictures of humanity’s 

fallen state and it is only the fourth chapter in all of Scripture. If we were to stop reading here, 

we would be left wondering what hope, if any, man has. Thankfully, the story continues, and 

God’s mercy and provision are emphasized again.  

 This narrative between Cain and Abel also reflects a larger theme found throughout 

Genesis and much of the rest of Scripture – conflict between brothers, as we will explore in our 

journey through Scripture.  

 

 

4:17-26 –  17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he 

called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch.18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad 

fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 And 

Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20 Adah 

bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother's 

name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah also bore 

Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was 

Naamah. 

 
23 Lamech said to his wives: 

 

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 

    you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: 

I have killed a man for wounding me, 

    a young man for striking me. 
24 If Cain's revenge is sevenfold, 

    then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold.” 
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25 And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, 

“God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26 To Seth 

also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the 

name of the Lord. 

 

After Cain leaves the presence of the Lord, his lineage is traced long enough to see the 

culmination of sin. In the seventh generation of Adam through the line of Cain, Lamech is born.  

The picture we are given of Lamech is an ugly one. Lamech takes two wives, he boasts of killing 

a man, and he declares vengeance on anyone who would dare go against him. His life is marked 

by sexual immorality and violence. That Lamech is the seventh generation is important. The 

number seven often represents completion. Genesis traces Cain’s line to the seventh generation 

and we see the result of that way of life exemplified in Lamech. In him we see the total depravity 

of man and the sinfulness that infests Cain’s family line because of their disbelief.  

Meanwhile, Adam’s line welcomes in a new son: Seth. Eve proclaims that God has 

appointed for her to have another child after Abel’s death, emphasizing yet again God’s 

continued provision for her and her family. Furthermore, God keeps alive the hope that he will 

fulfill his promise through the woman’s seed. This is the constant theme throughout Genesis and 

the rest of Scripture. God repeatedly inserts hope into the chaos of our world. He continues to 

keep his promises despite the rebellion and disobedience of mankind. Nothing can stop God 

from completing his purposes. 

The narrative ends with the birth of Seth’s son, Enosh. We are left with a positive and 

hopeful picture. God continues to provide for Eve’s family line and to preserve hope for 

redemption. The narrator tells us that with the birth of Enosh, the people began to call upon the 

name of the Lord. This is a powerful contrast with Cain’s descendants who progressively fall 

deeper and deeper into their sinful desires. This passage challenges us to consider which path we 

will take. Will we choose to call upon the name of the Lord? Or will we choose to be ruled by 

our sinful desires and passions? More simply put, will we choose life or will we choose death?  

  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God preserves hope and offers mercy despite the failures and rebellion of mankind.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Numbers 35:29-34 – describes how the blood of unpunished murderers defiles the land. 

• Matthew 5:21-26 – Jesus gives a lesson on anger between brothers. 

• Hebrews 12:24 – the blood of Abel versus the blood of Christ. 

• Jude 11 – warns of “the way of Cain.” 
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Week 5 

Genesis 5:1-32 – Longing for a Redeemer 

By Harvey Edwards IV 

 

Introduction 

A question you often receive as a child when you meet an adult in a small town goes 

something like this: “Who’s your momma and daddy?” or “Who are you kin to?” Many times, 

inherent in this question is an attempt to discover something about the person it is asked of. 

There is an underlying understanding that “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.” Or maybe 

you have heard it said, “He’s a chip off the old block,” or “Like father, like son.”   
A conventional wisdom gives rise to these sayings. Though it is important to note that we 

aren’t fated to be like just like our parents, their decisions influence the way we see the world. 

And if we are not intentional about change, we will assume a similar worldview to that in which 

we were raised. In Genesis 4-5, Moses traces two family lines set on a trajectory by the decisions 

of their forefathers, Cain and Seth. Cain disbelieves the promises of God, and as we noted last 

week, his family follows him in disbelief. Moses traces this line until we meet a man named 

Lamech who is characterized by sexual immorality and violence. This week, we will look at the 

line of Seth, a man who believes the promises of God, and the resultant trajectory of his family. 
Before we move on, I want to make sure that it is clear that each of us are responsible for 

our decisions. Though we are influenced by the environment we grow up in, it by no means 

defines us. While the children of Cain and Seth follow in their footsteps, Cain and Seth are both 

sons of Adam and they make incredibly divergent decisions regarding belief. No matter who you 

are and what family you have, God loves you and is inviting you into relationship with him 

through belief in Jesus.  
 

 

 

Read Genesis 5:1-32 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is the point of the genealogies recorded in this passage? 

2. What are the ways you feel the effects of the curse in our world? 

3. What are ways that you are trusting the promise of God for deliverance through Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 26 

Commentary 

5:1-32 

 The story of Cain introduces the extent of the fall, a reality Genesis and the rest of 

Scripture will force us to watch and digest if we are to receive its message of hope in Jesus. It 

also introduces the ongoing battle between the righteous believing seed of the woman and the 

unrighteous unbelieving seed of the serpent. A story that started with such hope—God providing 

offspring according to his promise in Genesis 3:15 instead of the immediate death Adam and Eve 

deserved—has quickly turned to disappointment. The son of hope has instead shown the new 

trajectory of creation and murdered his brother. Whatever hope existed is temporarily gone.  

But God shows his faithfulness to his promises. There will be a righteous seed, for God provides 

Adam and Eve with another son. Eve recognizes God’s provision in Genesis 4:25, “And Adam 

knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, ‘God has 

appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.’” God is in control and 

is working out his promises. Of the story of Cain and Abel, Sidney Greidanus says,  

“Although the narrative appears to be about murder and violence, the concluding verses call 

attention to God’s faithfulness in continuing the line of the seed of the woman . . . . In the battle 

between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman, God provides for the continued 

existence of the seed of the woman. The likely goal of the narrator is: To assure Israel that God is 

faithful in maintaining in human history his covenant people.”8 

God is providing a remnant, a righteous line who believes in his promises. Genesis 4:26 

says, “To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to 

call upon the name of the Lord.” Cain fails and murders his brother, but God will keep his 

promises. Humanity can rebel, but God will accomplish his purposes. He provides Seth, one 

whose line begins to call on the name of the Lord. This line is contrasted with the line of Cain. It 

is a line of righteousness, but as we will see this righteousness is not a result of their works. It is 

a result of their belief in the promises of God. 

Just as Cain’s line is traced to the seventh generation from Adam and shown to be on a 

trajectory of disbelief and sin, the seventh generation of Seth’s line, Enoch, exemplifies a 

trajectory of belief and righteousness. As Mathews states, “Structurally the two genealogies 

provide a striking contrast by highlighting Lamech and Enoch, and they elaborate on the careers 

of these two commanding figures.”9 Seth’s genealogy begins with a brief reminder that Adam is 

created “in the likeness of God” (Gen 5:1). Then Adam fathers a son “in his own likeness” (Gen 

5:3). This is a reminder of man’s commission to multiply and fill the earth (Gen 1:28). In a way, 

Adam is fulfilling this commission. There is new life in the image of God filling the earth. But 

even this positive event carries a reminder of the fall. Notice how at each step along the 

genealogical path, Moses pointedly tells us that the father dies. This is an ever present reminder 

that something is wrong. Sin and death have permeated the world and stained the blessing of life. 

Yet all is not lost. The pattern of death for the father temporarily ends with Enoch.  

Enoch reminds us that we are anticipating a deliverance from the effects of sin. In the 

midst of all of this death and in contrast to Cain’s descendant, Lamech, Enoch walks with God 

(Gen 5:22, 24) and then “was not, for God took him” (Gen 5:24). Where Lamech was immoral 

                                                      
8Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Genesis: Foundations for Expository Sermons (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007), 89. 

9Mathews, Genesis 1–11:26, 282. 
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and violent, mocking God with claims of vengeance, Enoch communes with God. This phrase 

“walked with God” denotes an intimacy with the Creator. As Wenham states, “The double 

repetition of the phrase ‘walked with God’ indicates Enoch was outstanding in this pious 

family.”10 This becomes even clearer when we see that Enoch “was not, for God took him” (Gen 

5:23). Enoch does not experience death. His relationship with God is such that he is spared this 

experience (Heb 11:5).  

Continuing down the line of Seth reveals other examples of belief, righteousness and 

God’s preservation of a people for himself. Again in contrast to Cain’s Lamech, the Lamech in 

the line of Seth shows his belief in the promise of God given in Genesis 3:15. Genesis 5:28–29 

says, “When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, 

‘Out of the ground that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from 

the painful toil of our hands.’” Cain’s Lamech mocks God. Seth’s Lamech believes God and 

expects him to keep his promise. He hopes that Noah is the one who will bring relief from the 

curse of toil (Gen 3:17). As Matthews says, “Lamech looks ahead to a future victory (as 3:15) 

and prays that Noah will be instrumental in achieving it.”11 Lamech’s reason for naming his son 

Noah is a belief that there will be a seed of the woman who will defeat the serpent. 

Lamech recognizes that Noah is a seed of the woman, and the promise has not yet been 

kept. He hopes that his son will be the seed God promised, the child that crushes the head of the 

serpent and undoes the curse of sin. His expectation of a deliverer is a clue to help us see the 

pattern we are to expect for the seed of the woman. This promise will be clarified as the narrative 

of Scripture moves forward, but Moses, the author of Genesis, wants to make sure we are aware 

of an expectation of deliverance that is yet to be fulfilled. Noah will be instrumental in 

humanity’s deliverance from God’s judgment on sin. 

The line of Seth is a reminder of God’s plan for redemption. Despite humanity’s rebellion 

and the reality of the curse, some people begin to call on the name of the Lord (4:26). Seth’s line 

produces men who are counted righteous. They have a definite expectation for the restoration of 

creation. This comes as a relief following the story of Cain, but this sense of relief is short-lived. 

Sin has thoroughly infected mankind. 

 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God will provide a righteous seed that will redeem his people from the curse of sin and 

death. This seed finds its fulfillment in Jesus, the one who can restore us to the Father.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 12:1-3 – Abraham will receive the covenant promise from God that he will be a 

blessing to the nations. It is through Abraham’s line that the seed of the woman is traced. 

Jesus is this seed, the blessing to the nations. 

• Matthew 4:1-11 – Jesus resists the temptation that Adam and Eve could not, showing he 

                                                      
10Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1–15, WBC, vol. 1 (Waco, TX: Word Books, 1987), 127. 

11Mathews, Genesis 1–11:26, 317. 
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is the one who will overcome the serpent, the one longed for in the line of Seth. 

• Romans 5:12-21 – Jesus has accomplished what Adam could not. He is the seed of the 

woman that crushes the head of the serpent through his righteous life, death, and 

resurrection, bringing eternal life to all who will believe in him.  
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Week 6 

Genesis 6:1-9:28 – The Flood and the Noahic Covenant 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

If you took a snapshot of me right in the middle of disciplining one of my children, you 

might walk away with a bit of a warped picture of me. There are times where I talk firmly to my 

children. There are times when they need strong redirection. There are times when the habits or 

attitudes they are indulging need to be called out. Unequivocally and unmistakably. If you, as an 

outside observer, were only to see me through the lens of that snapshot, you really wouldn’t have 

a good picture of who I am at all. That type of strong disciplinary action only makes sense when 

context is provided. It only makes sense when you see how it fits into the larger story of my 

relationship with my children. 

Disciplining, done rightly, comes interwoven in a story of unmistakable love that 

includes countless bear hugs, “I love you”s, and “atta boy”s, spontaneous moments of laughter, 

wading through sadness and the disappointments of life together, and a never ending supply of 

verbal affirmations and encouragements. It’s the larger story that provides the context that helps 

us rightly interpret the moments within the story.  

This week’s passage recounts the flood, a cataclysmic event where the Lord of all 

creation poured out his wrath on his creation due to its sinfulness. If we don’t file this moment 

away in the larger story of God redeeming his creation, the King stepping into his creation and 

dying for it, then we might walk away with a skewed view of who he is. He is a benevolent King 

who died to save rebels against his throne. That is the larger story that will provide context to 

help us rightly understand God’s purposes in the flood.   

 

 

 

Read Genesis 6:1-9:28 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How does the notion of God destroying all living things apart from those in a boat sit 

with you? What about the event is troubling? What about the event is comforting? 

2. How would you explain the flood to a non-believer that uses it to level an accusation 

against the goodness of God? 

3. How does the flood fit into God’s redemptive story? 
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Commentary 

6:1-9:28 

 

God is King. Period.  

 

We see God’s power on display in sections of scripture that deal with concepts like the 

flood and often, if we are honest, we find it troubling. The flood was not a decision-by-

committee. There were no focus groups polling certain populations and no voter booths set up 

for humanity to weigh in on the pronouncement. The story of the flood hits us like a slap in the 

face. We have objections. We have questions. We fight (or don’t fight) making judgments about 

the Judge in our hearts. When we read it, we are met with the same feeling we get when Paul 

says, “Has the potter no right over the clay . . .” (Romans 9:21a). The flood stands as a stark 

reminder that we are responsible for sin. Sin is rebellion against God who is perfect and, thus, 

hates sin. This puts all of us in a precarious position. All of humanity is in the same boat (or, in 

the context of this story, outside of the same boat).  

The sin that started out so “benignly” from our human perspective, with plucking a piece 

of fruit from a forbidden tree in a garden, has now metastasized throughout the entire human race 

all the way down to the marrow. Sin is rampant in the actions of mankind, but, on a deeper level, 

it’s really expressive of the wickedness that resides in his heart. The corruption of sin is 

pervasive in its propagation and total in its penetration. And this grieves the heart of the Lord, as 

is clearly articulated in Genesis 6:5-7.  

 
5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And 

the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to 

his heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 

the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the 

heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 

 

The King decrees, and so it is. God’s “very good” creation is to be wiped clean in a cataclysmic 

do-over, due to its willful rebellion, not any mistake on the Lord’s part. God’s holiness will be on 

full display, and the ugliness that is the sin of mankind will be dealt a terrifying display of God’s 

holiness and wrath.  

 

But, God is good. Period. 

 

This King is a good king. Actually, he is the only good king. Any notion we have of 

goodness finds its genesis (pun intended) in this King. As it says in Psalm 145:9, “The Lord is 

good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.” That goodness has been on display since 

the dawn of creation, and, since mankind first rebelled against its benevolent Creator, our eyes 

have been directed toward the mercies of God in handling our sin. This began in the garden with 

the promise of a deliverer that would crush the head of the serpent and was followed up by God 

covering Adam and Eve when they were naked and ashamed. In the fall, we see our rebellion, 

but we also see God’s graciousness in response to our rebellion. God promised to resolve the sin 

for which we were responsible.  
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Likewise, in the flood that so poignantly displays his power and his wrath, we also see 

God’s grace and his goodness. As we saw in chapter 4 of Genesis, the record of Cain’s lineage 

culminates with Lamech boasting about murder. Whereas Cain gave himself over to a terrible act 

of violence against his brother, Lamech now seems to revel in murder. In contrast to this, we find 

another Lamech in the line of Seth. This Lamech has a son that he names Noah stating, “Out of 

the ground that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the 

painful toil of our hands” (Genesis 5:29). Noah means “Rest/Relief” (HCSB Study Bible). While 

the Lamech of Cain’s line personifies the depravity of mankind, Lamech in Seth’s line points to 

a hope for a deliverer. God makes a way for the human race to be saved. Despite the ugliness in 

the hearts and actions of his beloved creation, the caldron of wickedness that has been brewing 

on Earth since the fall of mankind, he graciously provides a deliverer – Noah, “a righteous 

man, blameless in his generation” (Genesis 6:9a). “Blameless” here does not mean that Noah is 

without sin. Righteousness is bestowed upon a person in the Old Testament in the same way that 

it is in the New Testament. It is a gift given received through faith. Regarding verse 8 which 

states that “Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord,” my HCSB Study Bible is particularly 

helpful.  

 

The word “favor” means undeserved blessing given by a powerful being 

to one who is less powerful. Noah did not earn his salvation, but his life 

did demonstrate that he possessed saving faith. 

 

Noah had faith in the Lord and “walked with God” (Genesis 6:9b). The importance of 

faith in the actions of Noah is emphasized in the New Testament: “By faith Noah, being warned 

by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 

household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes 

by faith” (Hebrews 11:7). Noah is not perfect, a fact he clearly demonstrates shorty after leaving 

the ark (Genesis 9:21). “Blameless” is used to describe David in the Psalms, and David definitely 

wasn’t without sin, even gross sin. However, he had faith in the Lord and walked with him. Both 

of these men play key roles in pointing to the need for one who is truly righteous - in the case of 

David, the need for a perfect king and in the case of Noah, a sinless savior who can deliver us 

from the penalty of our sin.  

As devastating as the flood was, it was not absolute. The destruction was not final. God 

did not abandon mankind in its sin. Humanity’s “hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, 

promised before the ages began” (Titus 1:2) was not forgotten by the Creator. The promises 

made to Adam and Eve weren’t broken. Noah, his family, and representatives of all animal life 

were saved. From there, Noah was basically commanded to redo what was done through Adam, 

Eve, and all living things the first go-around: “be fruitful and multiply on the earth” (Genesis 

8:17b) (cf. Genesis 9:1, 9:7, and 1:28). Through Noah, God delivered man and animals, which 

would then repopulate the earth. After the flood recedes, Noah, as representative of the human 

race, makes what would have been an immense offering of animals to the Lord. It seems as 

though maybe Noah was the promised serpent slayer, the one through whom God would redeem 

creation. The Lord smells the aroma of Noah’s offering, and makes a promise to Noah and all of 

his progeny. 

 
21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, 

“I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of 
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man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down 

every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime 

and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not 

cease.” 

 

As hopeful as this scene is, the humanity of humanity will soon rear its ugly head, 

annihilating any misplaced hope that this pivotal event in human history fixed the problem of sin 

in the hearts of mankind. Shortly after leaving the ark, Noah sins in dramatic fashion. Noah, “a 

man of the soil . . . planted a vineyard” (Genesis 9:20). Once that vineyard produced fruit, 

“blameless” Noah, the patriarch of the re-burgeoning human race, over-indulges in its fruit, gets 

sloppy drunk and passes out in the nude, proving that man’s problem with sin is not over.   

We don’t have to look past our own souls to see that sin continues to plague the human 

race. While God used Noah and his ark to deliver the human race physically, this did nothing to 

eradicate the sinful condition of the human heart. The event just pointed to the need for a true 

deliverer that could save us from our sins. As is often the case, the New Testament provides the 

key to properly interpreting the significance of Old Testament events. With regard to the flood 

and how it relates to the gospel, 1 Peter 3:18-22 connects the dots for us.  

 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 

in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 

because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days 

of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds 

to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God’s hatred of sin and his wrath against it are poignantly displayed in the flood, but so is 

his grace in providing deliverance from sin and death in the form of Noah and the ark. However, 

that relief has no impact on the sinful condition of mankind, but points to the need for a perfect 

deliverer who can cleanse the inner heart of man, truly re-creating him. This hope is realized in 

the person of Jesus Christ.   

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1-3 – This portion of Genesis details creation through the fall, providing a rich 

comparison of the recreation that happens through Noah and the flood.  

• Hebrews 11 – Provides an excellent treatise on the essential role of faith, especially as 

displayed in the lives of prominent Old Testament figures.  
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Week 7 

Genesis 10:1-11:32 – The Earth Repopulates and The Tower of Babel 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

I loved working in a restaurant. When I was in high school and through some of my 

college years, I worked at Monroe’s Steakhouse in Monroe, LA. There was always a bit of 

nervousness at the beginning of a night, wondering how busy we would get and how stressful 

things would become. The positions were manager, hostess, bar tender, waiter, broiler, broiler’s 

assistant, and busboy, the last four of which I held at some point. For things to go well, it took 

everyone doing their particular tasks well, and it took communication to make all of those 

moving parts sync up. When it worked, it was a beautiful sight to behold. When it didn’t, you 

knew it and so did the customers. But, after a big night it sure was a good feeling to untuck your 

Hawaiian shirt, take off your broiler’s apron, cut up while cleaning up, and chill with everyone 

afterward. It was just a sweet moment of basking in a job well-done. There is something special 

about being a part of a team with a common mission.      

When the mission is noble, it’s really special. However, those same teamwork and 

communication principles can be applied for nefarious purposes as well. As we’ll see in Genesis 

11, communication is key even when the purposes are evil. But, God isn’t threatened by man’s 

rebellion. He is sovereign over it.  

  

 

 

Read Genesis 11:1-9, 27-32 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Discuss a time when you were in cahoots with someone with mischievous intent. How 

did your plan work out?  

2. What is an example from your life that illustrates the power and joy of working as a 

team?  

3. Contrast the effects of Pentecost with that of the Tower of Babel. What are the 

implications of Pentecost for us as the Church?   

 

 

Commentary 

10:1-11:32 

Genealogies in the Bible are accurate, but they aren’t typically exhaustive because they 

don’t necessarily serve the same purpose as modern genealogical pursuits. Modern genealogies 
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typically prize detail whereas biblical ones are meant to tell a story. In light of that, biblical 

genealogies serve to connect the dots between major biblical figures and/or historical events.  

Genesis 10 traces out the propagation of Noah’s descendants throughout the earth by 

outlining the lineages of his sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In Genesis 9, both Shem and Japheth 

are blessed on account of their reverent handling of their father’s embarrassing drunken 

nakedness, while Ham’s son Canaan is cursed due to Ham’s disrespectful handling of the 

situation. The line chosen by God to accomplish his redemptive purposes is Shem’s, as is also 

evidenced by the statements that Japheth will “dwell in the tents of Shem,” and Canaan will “be 

his servant” (Genesis 9:27). One of the primary purposes of the lineages in chapters 10 and 11 of 

Genesis is to demonstrate that point. This is abundantly clear in chapter 11 which focuses 

entirely on the line of Shem, tracing from Shem all the way to Abram, a prominent figure in 

God’s redemptive plan for mankind. We get the word “Semites” from the word “Shemites” (NIV 

Study Bible). Ultimately, through the line of Shem will come Abraham, David, and Jesus, the 

Lord and Savior of mankind. Thus, the genealogies in Genesis 10 and 11 connect Noah to Shem 

to Abram, and Matthew 1 links Abram to David to Jesus. Thus, the Bible actually traces the 

ancestry of Christ (remembering that the Son of God is fully God and hence has no beginning 

and no end) all the way back to the first man, Adam, as is given below.  

 

Adam → Seth → Noah → Shem → Abram → David → Jesus 

            

 Chapter 11 also contains a peculiar historical event. In the newly repopulating post-flood 

world, everyone speaks the same language. Some of the descendants of Noah settle into ancient 

Babylonia and decide to build a great city with a great tower. This seems innocent enough on 

first reading, but the details of the story paint a more macabre picture. The first clue to their evil 

intent is that they want the tower to have its “top in the heavens” (Genesis 11:4). If their 

motivation is to glorify God through ingenious engineering, then that would be fine and dandy. 

However, vanity, pride, and self-reliance with no reference to God appears to be the impetus in 

this case. Their stated aim is to “make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of 

the whole earth” (Genesis 11:4). The episode plays out as very “us”-centered with no regard for 

the Creator and his post-flood command to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 

9:1).   

God’s response to the situation implicitly demonstrates the evil intent of their hearts as 

well. With a common language, the city and tower are only the beginning, and the Lord states 

that “nothing that they do will now be impossible for them” (Genesis 11:6). Thus, God, seeing 

the situation unfold in Babylonia and knowing the evil that is in man, intervenes. God chooses to 

thwart their plans by confusing their languages and dispersing them throughout the earth. As is 

noted in the ESV Study Bible, the term Babel sounds like the Hebrew word Balal which means 

“to confuse, to mix, to mingle.” Their unification in rebellion was fragmented by the Sovereign, 

who had other plans.  

Remember, prior to the flood, “the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 

6:5). The flood didn’t solve that problem. The Tower of Babel incident confirms that Noah’s sin 

wasn’t an anomaly. The sin that pervaded the human heart and manifested itself in rebellion 

against the Creator prior to the flood can still be found in the hearts of every member of the 

human race after the flood. The Tower of Babel and Noah’s embarrassing episode are indicative 

of a deeper sin problem within the human heart in general, not just in those specific cases. This 
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leads creation to hope in a deliverer better than Noah, a deliverer that can cure man’s sinful 

condition to the uttermost from the inside out. That deliverance finds its realization in Jesus 

Christ and the Helper he promises to send to cleanse the hearts of those who trust in his holy 

name.    

The excerpt below from the Fall 2017 Anchor Church Acts Guide relates the events 

surrounding the Tower of Babel with Pentecost when the promised Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

descended on the disciples as described in Acts 2.  

 

Many commentators have drawn conclusions from contrasting 

[Pentecost as discussed in Acts 2] with the Tower of Babel as recorded in 

Genesis 11:1-9. In that story, humanity was united, one in language and in 

purpose. But, that purpose was evil and God disrupted their plans to build 

“a city and a tower with its top in the heavens” (v. 4) which they were doing 

in order to make a name for themselves. And, He did so by both confusing 

their language “so that they may not understand one another's speech” (v. 

7) and dispersing them “over the face of the earth” (v. 8). 

At Pentecost, we see the opposite take place. Acts 1:14 tells us that 

Christ’s followers were united, but with a holy purpose this time. The Holy 

Spirit descended upon them in the form of a mighty wind and tongues of 

fire, and now people from every language are hearing and understanding. 

People from every nation are being drawn into the Kingdom and the 

invitation to join in cuts across cultural, ethnic, and language barriers. This 

good news is for every person that walks on the face of the earth. Believers 

from every nation are to be united under the name above all names. 

Humanity, which was divided due to devious schemes that dishonored God, 

is now being brought back together due to the redeeming purposes of Jesus 

Christ vividly put on display by the Holy Spirit.    

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God is accomplishing his redemptive purposes in creation. As demonstrated in chosen 

lineages throughout the ages and in overriding man’s unified mutinies, God is always in control 

of his creation.    

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Matthew 1:1-17 – This passage details the genealogy from Abraham to Jesus.  

• Luke 3:23-37 – This passage presents an outline of the lineage of Jesus back to Adam.  

• Acts 2 – Pentecost – The Helper that Jesus promised to send arrives. The Holy Spirit 

descends on the apostles.  
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Week 8 

Genesis 12:1-9–The Call of Abram 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

 It is in the nature of man—illogically—to mistrust the very God who in love created him. 

Beginning with Adam and Eve in the garden and illustrated famously by last week’s Tower of 

Babel episode, we observe men and women habitually, foolishly, striving to control their own 

stories, not recognizing that their own best stories are found within that infinitely larger, perfect 

story being written by Almighty God.   

 If you are like me, you can appreciate that tendency in your own life. When I finally 

finished my medical training, an opportunity arose for me to return to Tuscaloosa and join with 

two close friends in opening a new medical practice in OB/GYN. It was a dream come true! I 

loved the work I had been trained to do, and now there would be the excitement of being my own 

boss for the first time. There was a need in the Tuscaloosa community, which was the beloved 

hometown of both Debbie and me. Our families all lived there. We could re-join the church 

where we had both been born, grown up, and gotten married. In due time, our dream actually 

came to pass, and we celebrated how richly the Lord had blessed us in giving us such an 

incredible opportunity. 

 Though the work was consuming, I didn’t mind. Everything was as good as anticipated—

that is, until a Missions Night service at our church one Wednesday evening. The speaker was a 

missionary who had served a lifetime on the continent of Africa, often enduring deprivation and 

hardship, but full of the joy of the Lord, and persuasive in communicating the message that more 

help was needed on the foreign mission field. As I spoke personally with her for a few moments 

after the service, she casually asked me if I had given any thought to becoming a medical 

missionary. And guess what my main memory of that evening is—Appreciation? Respect? 

Solidarity with a committed sister in Christ? One might wish so. But in honesty, other words are 

more accurately descriptive—words such as anxiety, fear, dread. After years of delayed 

gratification, having finally found myself in the position I so desired, her question could not have 

been more intimidating to me. I was fearful that if I continued to expose myself to individuals 

such as that dear sister, I might actually feel called by the Lord to give it all up, to move to an 

unknown place, to live the kind of life she had lived, and I desperately wanted to avoid hearing 

such a call. In fact, I was so anxious about that possibility that I found myself wanting to skip 

Missions Night for quite some time after that. And the measure of my trust in the Lord was 

starkly revealed. I absolutely trusted myself to make the important decisions, more than I trusted 

him. That’s where I was, the Lord clearly showed me, and there was no sense in denying it then 

nor now. 

 How about you? Can you share a life experience that tried or revealed the level of trust 

you have in your Heavenly Father, the level of willingness to let him write the story of your life? 

 

 

Read Genesis 12:1-9 

 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house 

to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
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who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." So 

Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he departed from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all 

their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 

they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed 

through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were 

in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." 

So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill 

country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And 

there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed 

on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

 

Study Questions 

 1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son,   

     and Spirit) 

 2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

 3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

 4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

 1. What was God about in selecting Abram to be the man through whom the nations 

     would be blessed? How did his plan for Abram fit into his larger plan? 

 2. What do you think was special about Abram as compared to others of his day? 

 3. Where do you think Abram got the faith it required for him to obey God’s call? 

 4. How is our trust in God proved? 

 5. How was God glorified by Abram’s actions? 

 

 

Commentary 

Genesis 12:1-9 

 The preceding eleven chapters in Genesis have been presented in spare form. We read 

about the creation of the world, the fall, and the enmity that will exist between the serpent 

(Satan) and man, until a time in the future when the offspring of the woman will include one who 

crushes the head of the serpent. We learn of the jealous murder of Abel by Cain and of the 

gracious gift of another son, Seth, whose line will produce the ultimate deliverer. But thereupon 

follows the story of the continued, tragic descent of man over the next ten generations into 

irrecoverable wickedness, leading God to cleanse the earth by a flood, preserving only the family 

of the one righteous man to be found, Noah. Disappointingly, Noah shows character faults as 

well, so the cleansing effected by the flood doesn’t last long. As Noah’s sons and their 

descendants re-people the earth, their actions consistently reveal that the sin that has infected and 

cursed all mankind is incurable, and—barring a supernatural rescue plan—is here to stay. 

 

Fortunately, there is a supernatural rescue plan. And it involves a man whose individual 

story will be told in much richer detail over the next thirteen chapters of Genesis, as it merges 
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with the greater story of the Almighty. This man, ten generations removed from Noah, through 

Shem, a man from a thoroughly pagan background, is named Abram. 

We are told that Abram is the son of Terah, and grew up in Ur, a city in what is now 

southern Iraq, on the bank of the Euphrates River. In the time of Abram, Ur was the ultimate 

model of the cosmopolitan pagan city, a prime example of what mankind valued and had become 

as he wandered farther and farther away from God. It was a walled, splendid city, excelling in 

architectural innovation, with copper-plated columns, gently curving brickwork, fretwork gilded 

in gold, and scores of extravagant public buildings. There were temples to multiple gods and 

goddesses, with worship of the moon-goddess Nanna dominating civic life from birth to death. 

There was a fabulous ziggurat, a platform upon which a temple was built, for the purpose of 

connecting heaven and earth. There was, sadly, a cult of human sacrifice, and it was usual upon 

the death of the ruling monarch for all of his or her scores of servants to be killed and buried 

alongside, together with the royal treasures, so that they could be privileged to continue serving 

the monarch in the next life. In this city, the pagan father Terah raised his son Abram, and to 

Abram, this pagan way of life undoubtedly seemed normal. 

For reasons unknown, Terah decided to move his family towards the land of Canaan. 

Because the most direct, westerly route would have meant crossing the impassable Arabian 

desert, he chose the usual northwest route by way of modern-day Turkey, getting as far as the 

city of Haran. And again, for reasons not given, here he settled and lived out the rest of his 205 

years.  

At that time, all identity, all security, all prospects for prosperity and protection were 

secured by one’s family relationships. The son was subordinate to the father, or patriarch; the 

patriarch was subordinate to the clan; the clan was subordinate to the tribe; and the tribe was 

subordinate to the nation. To step out of this framework which ordered all society would be 

considered foolhardy, unthinkable, and almost unheard of. But nevertheless, to this man Abram, 

a child of an idol worshipper, grown up in a cosmopolitan, pagan culture, came this direct word 

from God: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 

will show you.” Not, “Wait until you are the patriarch and then go to this or that city and do this 

or that thing”; but, “Go, go now, leave all your security and family and way of life you know 

behind, abandon your father in his latter years, for a purpose I am not ready to reveal to you just 

yet, purely because I am to be trusted, and I want you to demonstrate your trust by your 

obedience.” The faith challenge presented by this order must have been daunting. 

But accompanying the challenge is also a promise: “and I will bless you and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Graciously, 

God allows Abram and Sarai a glimpse of the personal blessing that they will receive if they 

participate in his larger plan to bless all the nations of the world through them. 

And so he went. He obeyed the Lord, abandoning all his former life plans. Rather than 

seek to make his own name great, as we all tend to do (remember the Tower of Babel story), he 

trusted his personal story into the Lord’s hands and obediently gathered up his family to head in 

the direction of Canaan. And ultimately the great name so coveted by others was his, not as a 

result of his striving, but as a gift from God in honor of his willing obedience. 

 

As he entered Canaan and arrived at Shechem, moving among another pagan people, 

Abram might have wondered, “What’s the point? This seems a lot like Ur.” But then God gives 

him another promise: “To your offspring I will give this land.” That announcement must have 
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come as a surprise as well, because at this time, Sarai was barren and not getting any younger, 

and offspring must have seemed unlikely. But once again, Abram appears to have taken God at 

his word, and in response he builds an altar to facilitate the worship of the Lord. At the Lord’s 

further direction, he then embarks on a survey of the Promised Land, moving first to Bethel, then 

on further south to the Negev, symbolically building altars at every stop, essentially affirming his 

belief that the land is the Lord’s to give, that the Lord is faithful to do what he promises, and one 

day his offspring will indeed worship the Lord in this place. 

 

 

The Main Point 

 God’s seemingly impossible plan to redeem rebellious and proud mankind and bless all 

of the nations of the world is affected through an ordinary man from a pagan culture, married to 

a barren woman, sent to a strange land to wander on a seemingly directionless sojourn. All the 

power that accomplished the promised generation and blessing of the nations through Abram 

came from God and redounds to his glory. Even the faith that enabled Abram’s obedience was a 

gift from God. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 – The source of faith: it is a gift of God. 

• James 2:14-23 – The proof of faith is obedience. 

• Hebrews 11:8-12 – The exercise of faith is the means to fulfilling God’s purposes and  

• bringing glory to him. 
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Week 9 – The Unfaithfulness of Abram and the Faithfulness of God 

Genesis 12:10-13:18 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

 Are you ever prone, like me, to feel a sense of entitlement following some virtuous act or 

dedicated effort? Last week, I shared the story of returning to Tuscaloosa after eight years of 

medical training, which involved intense study, considerable expense for the first four years and 

low pay for the latter four, very long work hours, and many sleepless nights—finally, FINALLY 

ready to pursue my dream of practicing medicine in my own hometown. Did I feel entitled? Uh, 

in a word, yes. And when the suggestion spoken by a missionary speaker at church that perhaps I 

should consider a career as a foreign, medical missionary came to me, I wanted to crawl under a 

rock and hide. Surely, Lord, can’t I just rest up a bit? Do you really want me to think about this 

right now? After all, I do intend to honor you with my life and the career you’ve planned for me 

here in Tuscaloosa. Is it really your intent to challenge me so aggressively at this juncture, to 

think about giving up what I’ve been pointing to and working so hard for these last eight years? 

 I do not know even now whether the Lord intended such a life for me. My response to the 

missionary’s suggestion was to push it out of my mind rather than to wrestle with it until I felt 

that I had heard God clearly. But I do know this: The Holy Spirit did make known to me that the 

limit of my faith and devotion had been revealed. A test had been administered, and let’s just say 

that my performance would not have qualified me for the honor roll. 

 This is the way of the Lord. Faith is always tested. When we prove our faith through 

obedience, we grow stronger and glorify God. But sometimes we fail the test. And when we do, 

how wonderful it is to realize that we are bound to a gracious God, a loving Father, a Redeemer, 

whose plan is to prosper us in the most meaningful ways as he glorifies himself. 

 I’ve experienced failure and redemption, and a continued role in the unfolding plan of 

God. So has Abram, as we are to see in today’s passage. Have you? 

  

 

 

 

Read Genesis 12:10-13:18 

 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for 

the famine was severe in the land. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, "I 

know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, and when the Egyptians see you, they will 

say, 'This is his wife.' Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. Say you are my sister, that 

it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake." When 

Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. And when the 

princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into 

Pharaoh's house. And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male 

donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels. But the Lord afflicted 

Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. So Pharaoh called 

Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your 

wife? Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your 

wife; take her, and go." And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away 

with his wife and all that he had.” 
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 “So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, 

into the Negeb. Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. And he journeyed 

on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, 

between Bethel and Ai, to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram 

called upon the name of the Lord. And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and 

tents, so that the land could not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions 

were so great that they could not dwell together, and there was strife between the herdsmen of 

Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the 

Perizzites were dwelling in the land. Then Abram said to Lot, "Let there be no strife between you 

and me, and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. Is not the whole land 

before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if 

you take the right hand, then I will go to the left." And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the 

Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, in 

the direction of Zoar. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) So Lot chose 

for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 

Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved 

his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the Lord. 

The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Lift up your eyes and look from the 

place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that 

you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. I will make your offspring as the dust of 

the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 

 So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 

Hebron, and there he built an altar to the Lord.” 

 

 

Study Questions 

 1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son,   

     and Spirit) 

 2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

 3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

 4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Can you describe a time when you sought God to help you manage a trying time and 

he carried you through? How about the opposite—you should have sought him but 

failed? 

2. Are you more susceptible to rebelling against God or forgetting about God? 

3. What do you think Abram’s thoughts were as he journeyed up from Egypt to the 

region of Bethel? Have you ever been in a similar situation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary 
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Genesis 12:10-13:18 

 In last week’s passage, we reviewed the remarkable account of how God designated 

Abram, a 75-year-old man from the pagan city of Ur, to be the father of many nations and the 

conduit through which all the nations of the world would ultimately be blessed. He called him to 

leave his father’s home, his family, his clan and go south, “to the land that I will show you,” 

trusting only “the bare word of God,” as some have put it. And he did it. The Lord provided the 

necessary faith, Abram exercised it, and the plan of the Lord began to unfold. 

 As we pick up the story this week, though Abram has demonstrated laudable obedience, 

he has yet to realize any of the promised blessing. He has been moving about the land promised 

to his offspring, among thoroughly pagan peoples, setting up altars nevertheless and worshipping 

the Lord, but so far, he has no child, no real home, and now comes a famine. 

“Is this really what the Lord intended for me?”, Abram must have wondered, having left 

all that was dear to him. What to do next? Option one—exercise common sense, go to the nearest 

place with water, and thus food, and use cunning and wits to survive. Option two—seek the 

Lord’s will in the matter by prayer. Abram chose number one. He went into survival mode, not 

out of outright rebellion (at least he didn’t give up the whole enterprise and go back to Haran), 

but more out of reflex. And down to Egypt they went, Abram, his beautiful wife Sarai, and his 

whole entourage, to partake of the plenty of the always reliable Nile delta. 

 But in going, Abram, a keen observer of pagan behavior, anticipated a problem—that the 

beauty of Sarai would surely be noticed and reported to Pharaoh, who would then likely have 

Abram killed to be able to legitimately add Sarai to his harem. And with survival instincts 

operating at full tilt, he devised a plan to have Sarai pose as his sister rather than his wife, 

allowing him to negotiate a price for her without risk to himself. Perhaps he trusted his wits to 

devise a suitable plan for eventual escape, but there is no question that this dishonest scheme 

placed Sarai (rather than himself) in a highly precarious position. As it turned out, his fears were 

indeed justified, but there was to be no negotiation. Pharaoh seized her and took her into his 

house as his wife. Possessing some sense of fairness, because of Sarai’s extreme beauty, he 

compensated Abram lavishly with livestock, donkeys, camels, and servants. 

 At this point, into the middle of this thorough and hopeless mess, the hand of faithful God 

intervenes to save the faithless Abram. He rescues his servants Abram and Sarai and his own 

plan from the designs of Pharaoh, just as he would do again several hundred years later in 

delivering his people Israel from another enslaving Pharaoh. He strikes the entire household of 

Pharaoh with a plague, sparing only Sarai, which of course enables Pharaoh to work out the 

deception. Enraged, but fearful of the powerful God of Abram, Pharaoh delivers a moral 

shaming to Abram before expelling him from the country, with all his ill-gotten riches intact. 

Chastened by a pagan for rank dishonesty, Abram slinks back into the southern, desert region of 

Canaan known as the Negeb.  

 We are not told about Abram’s state of mind following this shameful series of events, but 

we can speculate by observing his actions. Scripture tells us he journeyed up from the Negeb to 

Bethel, “to the place where his tent had been at the beginning”, “where he had made an altar at 

the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the Lord.” The sentence is pregnant with 

education. 

Humbled by failure, with a renewed commitment to seek the face of the Lord, Abram 

was well-prepared for the next challenge—family conflict. The riches obtained from the 

mistakes in Egypt might have been a blessing in one sense, but in another they were a curse, for 

the herds of Abram and his nephew Lot had increased to the point that there was not adequate 
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pasture for them all, and quarrels broke out amongst the herdsmen. According to Semitic custom, 

Abram had the absolute patriarchal right to resolve the conflict in his own favor. And after all, 

the promise of the land had been given by God to him, not to Lot. But newly humbled, rescued, 

and redeemed Abram faced this crisis in a wholly different way—by trusting not in his own 

resources, but in the Lord. The Jordan Valley to the east was surely the more verdant choice 

“like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt,” with a well-watered plain, good pasturage, 

and dotted with cities, Sodom being one. The more westerly portion, which made up Canaan 

proper, was somewhat less inviting. But in calm confidence, believing God’s promises cannot be 

thwarted, Abram acted as peacemaker by magnanimously yielding the choice to Lot. Predictably, 

Lot made the worldly choice. Down into the Jordan Valley he headed, settling on the edge of 

Sodom, the biblical text hinting at the trouble ahead by virtue of his decision. 

Following this episode, so different from the trip down into Egypt, we observe the Lord 

reaffirming, even expanding his earlier promises to once-again faithful Abram. Telling him to 

look as far as the eye can see in all four directions, he promises to give Abram’s offspring all the 

land in sight; and even more meaningfully, he also promises this childless man of faith that his 

offspring will one day be as numerous “as the dust of the earth.” 

 

 

The Main Point 

 Our faith is always subject to proving by trial. We might pass the test, or like Abram, at 

times we might fail, reaping burdensome consequences as a result. But our God is always 

faithful, his plan is unstoppable, and his promises never fail. 

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• James 1:2-4 – Count it all joy when trials come. 

• II Timothy 2:13 – When we are faithless, he his faithful. 

• Hebrews 10:19-25 – Because of our hope in Jesus, we are forgiven our lapses and 

cleansed from our failures, and enabled to continue to approach our Father with 

confidence. 
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Week 10 

Genesis 14:1-24 – Abram Meets Melchizedek 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 Have you ever thought of your life as a story that someone else might pick up and read 

one day? Perhaps this is something only writers do. I do this regularly—narrating things to 

myself as I walk in between buildings on campus, searching for the right words as I interact with 

people, and viewing people around me as other characters that I—the author of my story—might 

creatively use to bring out my best qualities or perhaps expose some of my relatable flaws. 

Sometimes, when met with interesting challenges, I reflect and take a moment to imagine a 

reader—someone out there who may have read my story cover to cover countless times. They 

grow excited when they get to this part in the story because they know that this is the crucial 

turning point; this is the moment when Rand Nelson picked himself up by his bootstraps and 

became something worthy of the time it takes to read this dribble.  

 There’s an obvious problem with viewing your life this way—however it is that you do it. 

You quickly become the main character in a story that’s all about you. Your friends, family and 

coworkers all become some kind of supporting cast that is meant to compliment your every 

move and make you seem brilliant when you engage in conversation. This outlook is pure, 

narcissistic ego. In short, it all becomes about you. Instead, as Christians, we should have a 

world view that everything we do, every word we say, every interaction we have with fellow 

human beings—everything is about Jesus Christ.  

 As Genesis 14 starts, we read a lengthy story about some kings and a developing military 

campaign. Suddenly we see how Abram makes his way into the story, and we think, “Now, 

finally, we can get back to the real story. The main character is here.” And Abram does exactly 

what a main character should do. He kills the bad guys and rescues the princess (or in this case, 

his nephew, Lot). But then something weird happens. As the story unfolds, we see how God 

blesses Abram with wealth and power—even the power to pull off the first covert, black ops of 

the ancient near east. But as powerful, important and center stage as Abram is, embedded in this 

story is another figure, one even greater than Abram, one who foreshadows the coming 

Messiah—and he is the one who all of our stories are actually about. 

   

 

 

Read Genesis 14:1-24 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. In the Genesis narrative, how have we seen the evil on the earth multiply? How do we see 

it in the actions of the warring kings?  
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2. What do you make of Abram as a military leader? How does this contrast with the 

existing image you may have of Abram?  

3. What is your initial take on Melchizedek and his role in the story? In what ways does 

Melchizedek foreshadow and relate to Christ? Hebrews 7-9 explains this in better detail.  

 

 

Commentary 

14:1-12 

 The chapter opens with a description of a military conflict that the central “characters” in 

Genesis are pretty far removed from. No doubt, the reader may wonder, “What does this conflict 

have to do with Abram?” Before the conflict involves Abram indirectly, it’s important to note a 

few things about it. First, the conflict serves as continued evidence that the “reset” button of the 

great flood did nothing to change the hearts of men to make them desire to please God. Near the 

beginning of Abram’s story, sin is alive and well, running rampant in the hearts of men. This is 

clearly shown in this new development of large-scale warfare—the first war mentioned in the 

Bible.  

 Second, note that the battles have a clear, victorious side. Out of the warfare, a 

conglomerate of people has emerged as a force to be (or not to be) reckoned with. This is 

important because, as Abram comes into the story, he does not step into a power vacuum; he 

steps right into the big leagues. As is often the case in Scripture, God doesn’t have to work his 

way up to the arena’s final boss. He puts his covenant people in positions where—outmatched 

and outmanned—they can put his power on display for the watching world.  

 The progression of the battles is somewhat confusing. Nine kings are each ruling over 

different territories, and one king (Chedorlaomer) is the ring leader. For twelve years, the kings 

all served as tributaries to Chedorlaomer’s rule. When year thirteen rolled around, five of the 

kings rebelled, and in year fourteen, Chedorlaomer joins with his three remaining allies to force 

the rebels into submission. Moses does not even describe the battle; he just jumps from 

Chedorlaomer’s impressive military campaign to a scene in which the rebellious kings are 

retreating from the battle, falling into the pits that serve as natural booby traps on the battle field.  

Among the rebellious kings forced to retreat that day are the kings of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. As Chedorlaomer’s army sweeps through the land, they plunder those nations—

taking all their provisions and possessions. Abram’s nephew, Lot, has been living in Sodom (see 

Genesis 13), and is collected by the victors as part of the spoils of war.  

 

14:13-16 

 If you’re anything like me, when you think of Abram, the image that comes to mind is a 

gray-haired, tan dude with flowing garments and a big, wooden staff that he uses to shepherd his 

sheep. What I don’t imagine is someone who is ready at a moment’s notice to summon his small 

army of 318 trained men to go to work on an alliance of nations, proven in its military conquest. 

Yet, that’s exactly what he does. He divides his men and attacks their armies by night, besting 

them in battle and pursuing them as they retreat. Abram rescues his nephew, Lot, and plunders 

the enemy kings.  

 So much here is shown of God’s hand on the life of Abram. First, in the size of his 

household, we see the wealth and prominence that God blesses Abram with—that he has 318 

men whom he can call to battle. Additionally, we see God’s blessing in that Abram is victorious 

in a battle against a large army. Lastly, we hear the echo of God’s promise, “I will bless those 
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who bless you, and him who dishonors you, I will curse” (Genesis 12:3). When Abram, 

motivated by charity for his kinsman, enters into combat with Chedorlaomer, Chedorlaomer falls 

by the hand of God working through Abram.  

 

14:17-24 

 At the conclusion of chapter 14, we see two kings emerge to meet Abram as he returns in 

triumph. The first is Melchizedek, king of Salem, who is not one of the nine kings mentioned in 

the story up to this point. His name literally means “king of righteousness,” and his kingdom’s 

name (Salem) translates to “peace.” The second, the king of Sodom, serves as a stark contrast. 

Sodom has already been identified by God as a wicked nation (Genesis 13:13) which will 

eventually suffer God’s judgment for their wickedness (Genesis 19:23-29). So, if you’re a fan of 

westerns, imagine Melchizedek in a white hat and the king of Sodom in a black hat.  

  Melchizedek brings out bread and wine to serve Abram. Then we read Melchizedek’s 

first and only words in Scripture, identifying Abram as one blessed by God and praising God for 

his provision for Abram. Abram’s response is to give Melchizedek a tenth of all he gained from 

the battle. In sharp contrast, the king of Sodom tries to cut a deal with Abram, but Abram 

staunchly refuses. To accept the wealth of a wicked, earthly king would mean that Abram doubts 

the goodness of God, who has promised to bless him.  

 Much more can be said about the identity, purpose and biblical significance of 

Melchizedek. The most important thing is to recognize this—Melchizedek is a priest and king, 

but he’s a different kind of priest and king than the many Israelite priests and kings who populate 

the Old Testament narrative. He is a king who long predates the kingdom of Israel, and a priest 

who long predates the Levitical priesthood. One scholar puts it this way: 

 

“Moses purposefully leaves Melchizedek as a character upon which we can base an 

argument for the existence of something older and greater than the coming Mosaic 

covenant… Moses’ inclusion and use of the story of Melchizedek… becomes part of the 

pattern by which later biblical authors recognize and clarify expectations for the Messiah. 

Melchizedek is a pattern of the Messiah who will be a priest by the power of an 

indestructible life, by an oath of God—a perfect priest to offer a one-time sacrifice for 

sin.” -Harvey Ashley Edwards IV 

 

 In other words, Melchizedek foreshadows a better king and a better priesthood which is 

based upon a better promise from God. Unlike the future kingdom of Israel, the future Mosaic 

covenant and the future Levitical priesthood—which makes nothing perfect (Hebrews 7:19), 

which is completely unable to perfect the consciousness of the worshipper (Hebrews 9:9)—the 

coming king and priest introduces us to a better hope through which we are able to draw near to 

God (Hebrews 7:19). And all of this is hinted at in the person and ministry of Melchizedek, king 

of Salem.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

As Abram displays his trust in the promises of God, he encounters an obscure king and 

priest from Salem, in whom we see the promised Messiah foreshadowed.   
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A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Psalm 110 

• Hebrews 4:14-5:10, 7-9 – These passages speak in greater detail about the significance 

of Melchizedek, king of Salem.  
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Week 11 

Genesis 15:1-21 – Credited as Righteousness  

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 In 1985, Nintendo released Super Mario Brothers on their Nintendo Entertainment 

System. The video game followed Mario and Luigi as they navigated brick pathways, 

underground tunnels, underwater passageways and treacherous castles with hazardous lava pits. 

All of this was to rescue Princess Toadstool (or Peach) from King Koopa (or Bowser). The game 

wasn’t terribly hard in and of itself—especially if you had been playing for a while. You started 

out with 3 extra lives (in case you died along the way) but could earn additional extra lives by 

collecting 100 coins or finding the elusive green mushroom.  

When I was around 6 or 7 years old, I couldn’t ever make it very far, but my father could 

beat it nearly every time. He knew about a secret passageway that would transport you from the 

first world’s second level to the third world’s first level—the only place in the game where you 

could earn essentially unlimited extra lives.  (If you don’t know about this all you have to do is 

run to the very end of world 3-1 where the Koopa Troopas are walking down the brick stairs. 

Jump over the first one and tap the second one. Then jump on its shell repeatedly to up your 

extra life count. You’re welcome).  

Every now and then, 6-year-old me would wake up to find that my dad had gotten all the 

extra lives and run to the very last level before pausing it. It was a little gift for me—a way for 

me to be able to “beat” the game, even though he had really done all the work. I could fail over 

and over again but eventually beat the game because of all the extra lives my dad had 

accumulated and credited to me.  

Abram’s faith in God is far from perfect, and his obedience to God is even worse. Yet, 

the Bible describes Abram as a man who is credited with the righteousness of God—something 

he could never have earned. Like a younger version of me waking up to see that the work my 

father did on my behalf would mean my ultimate success despite my failures, Abram is declared 

righteous by God because of the perfect work of someone else, namely Jesus Christ.   

   

 

 

Read Genesis 15:1-21 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What in your relationship with God causes you to doubt his goodness and consider the 

pleasures of sin as worth it in the moments of your temptation?   

2. What do you think of when you think of God’s glory? How does the majesty and glory of 

God give you hope in his ability to keep his promises?  
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3. Do you consider your salvation to be something God did, something you did or 

something you and God collaborated on? How can Genesis 15 inform this conversation?  

 

Commentary 

15:1-5 

 As Genesis 14 comes to a close, we see Abram demonstrating his trust in God by 

refusing to cut a deal with the king of Sodom. If you’re anything like me, sometimes the right 

choice is easy to make in the moment, but as time goes on, you start to doubt if it might have 

been worth it to bend a bit with your moral boundaries. You wonder if it might be worth sharing 

in the latest gossip, adjusting your annual reported income, or watching the television show 

everyone is talking about even though you know it will only enflame your lust. Living in 

obedience to God can be difficult because we feel like his promises are carrots on a string way 

out in front of us; we feel like he’s holding out on us and doesn’t really have our good in mind.  

This is the issue laying heavy on the heart of Abram as Genesis 15 opens. God knows this 

and so he comes to Abram in a vision and reassures him. God promises Abram that his reward 

shall be very great. It’s been years since God first called Abram out of Haran with a promise 

(Genesis 12). So, it’s understandable that Abram’s attitude is that of a child in the backseat of a 

long car trip: “Are we there yet?” Essentially Abram looks around and says, “God, you keep 

talking about how my offspring will inherit the promised land, and that you’re going to bless me, 

but I’m well past 75 and don’t have a son.” This is one of the parts of Scripture that tunes me in 

to how much of a better father God is than I am. God knows just what to do with Abram’s doubt. 

Without the slightest hint of frustration, God invites Abram to look at the night sky. The same 

feeling of smallness that man has felt for centuries as he gazes into the unknown infinitude of 

space is the bit of glory God selected to illustrate his potential and intention to bless Abram. “So 

shall your offspring be.”  

 

15:6  

 The reader is supposed to remember from earlier in the story that God called the stars into 

existence (Genesis 1:14-19). Among other things, stars convey the majesty, orderliness and 

power of God. Seeing the grandeur of God’s power and the expanse of his promise, Abram 

believes God; he takes God at his word. What follows are some of the most important words in 

all of Scripture, “And he counted it to him as righteousness.” All of the Genesis narrative up to 

this point has been a steady deterioration of mankind, a decline from our once favored position 

of fellowship with God in the Garden of Eden. Against the backdrop of man’s wickedness 

steadily and exponentially growing, the promise of the serpent slayer (Genesis 3:15) must have 

been beginning to sound like a pipe dream, but suddenly one who is not righteous has been 

declared righteous by God.  

This is a huge moment in understanding biblical soteriology, because it paints 

righteousness as something that is bestowed by God and received (in faith) by man. Man is a 

recipient of God’s mercy and grace, which yield him righteousness. This moment which occurs 

early in the Book of Genesis predates the giving of the law and predates the Levitical priesthood. 

The message is simple: salvation cannot be earned but is received by God through faith in his 

word. In Romans 4, Paul uses this account in Genesis 15 to complete the picture of salvation and 

reinforce his message that righteousness does not come through keeping the law but through 

faith in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul further discusses the relationship 

between faith and salvation in Galatians 3:1-8, where he states that God’s promise to Abram (“In 
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you shall all the nations of the world be blessed”) is an early gospel message, a promise that God 

will justify even the Gentiles not by works but by faith. And so, Abram is saved not because of 

his obedience but because of his faith in God that will ultimately be realized one day in the 

coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

 

15:7-21 

 While Abram’s faith in God is authentic, it certainly is not without flaw. We don’t read 

too much further down the line before we see that he wants a sign from God. So, God tells 

Abram to go shopping for several animals that he cuts in half, laying the halves opposite one 

another. To a 21st century audience, this sounds odd, but in that day this was a normal way to cut 

a covenant. Each partner in the agreement would walk through the animals declaring their end of 

the deal, effectually saying, “Should I break my word established here today, may what 

happened to these animals happen to me as well.” It’s like if a pinky promise was directed by 

Quentin Tarantino.  

 Verse 17 describes a flaming torch and smoking fire pot passing between the animals. As 

fire and smoke often signify the presence of God, we’re to understand that this is God’s way of 

cutting the covenant by passing between the pieces, declaring the promises that he will bring to 

pass. God speaks of the Israelite enslavement in Egypt, the great Exodus, the giving of the 

Promise Land, and that Abram will go to his fathers in piece, being buried in a good old age. All 

this happens as Abram sleeps. While the nuanced significance of this moment may be lost on 

modern readers, someone reading Genesis in the ancient near east would have noticed that 

something was missing. God walks through the carcasses and Abram does not. This signifies the 

one-way nature of God’s covenant promise to Abram. This is a good thing because it means that 

what God has promised cannot be jeopardized by the failures or decisions of man. God’s saying, 

“Abram, here’s what I’m going to do regardless of your actions.”  

The promises of God are his to fulfill. There is absolutely nothing sinners bring to God 

that can merit even the smallest portion of their salvation. Sinners are empty-handed beggars, 

helplessly dependent on God’s goodness, grace and mercy, because the entire economy of 

salvation is a series of monopolies owned and operated solely by God. And because God is good, 

merciful and gracious, he bestows this salvation freely as a gift to his elect.   

 

 

The Main Point 

Abram’s imperfect faith in God is sufficient to be credited as righteousness—not because 

of the greatness of his faith, but because of the greatness of God.   

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 4 & Galatians 3 – Paul outlines how the promise of God to Abraham was 

received by faith, not by works.  

• Hebrews 6:13-20 – The author of Hebrews discusses in greater detail the covenant 

promise of God to Abraham.  

• Hebrews 11 – The author of Hebrews highlights the faith of Biblical “heroes,” including 

Abraham.  
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• James 2:14-26 – James discusses the importance of faith and works, using Abraham as 

an example of the two working together.   
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Week 12 

Genesis 16:1-17:27 – Father Abraham Had Many Sons 

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 The mid-1980s model Chevrolet Caprice Classics will always hold a special place in my 

heart as one of the coolest line of cars ever made. When I was a kid, my father drove one, and 

when that one wore out, he sold it and bought a new one. Both of them were light blue. As a 

salesman, my father was proud of his car and worked hard to keep it looking clean; he didn’t 

want to appear disheveled or dirty to potential customers. On select Saturdays, he would enlist 

my help washing the car—not because he needed my help, but because he wanted to involve me 

in what he was doing. We had a process we’d work through: rinse the car, scrub the grille, use 

soft cloths for the windows/body and stiff brushes for the tires/hubcaps. Then rinse off the car 

again and take it for a drive to help blow all the water off. We did things dad’s way and, in time, 

I learned that this was the best way.  

 As a kid growing up in a family of nine children, I was often left unsupervised. One 

afternoon, I distinctly remember thinking I would surprise my dad by washing his car without 

him. Hoping to impress my father, I aimed to get the car even cleaner than we usually did. This 

meant that the standard car soap my dad used was simply not good enough. I scoured the house 

for all of the cleaners that I could find: glass cleaners, shower cleaners, toilet cleaners, laundry 

detergent, grill cleaners. Perhaps the greatest miracle coming out of this story is that when I 

mixed all of them together in a big bucket, the chemical reaction that occurred didn’t do 

permanent damage to my eyes and/or vital organs. After a thorough search, I finally had 

concocted my carwash super soap.  

 I proudly carried my bucket of suds over to where the Caprice was parked. I forgot to 

rinse the body first and went straight for the full lather, using soft cloths on the body and a stiff 

brush on the tires. I was doing it as I had been taught… mostly. After about 45 minutes of 

lathering up the Caprice, I realized that the hose would never reach over to where the car was 

parked, and not yet being 16, I was unable to move it myself. So, I left the car out in the sun with 

a full lather of chemically enhanced super soap on the body, which was already beginning to 

corrode the steel and damage the paint.  

 Much like my dad, God has a reason for the things he calls us to and wants us to walk in 

our calling his way. When we step outside of his plan and design for our lives, we put ourselves 

at great personal risk and can do far more damage than a pre-teen with a bucket of super soap. 

Thankfully for us, even our worst decisions fail to catch God off guard. And, as Abraham learns 

in Genesis 16, we cannot thwart God’s eternal plan.  

 

 

Read Genesis 16:1-17:27 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 
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Passage Specific Questions 

1. Oftentimes we do things mostly God’s way instead of completely God’s way. Why do 

you think we are content with partial obedience? What are some areas in your life where 

you need to trust God’s way completely?  

2. What do you think of when you hear “circumcise your hearts”? In what ways are you 

living outwardly as a Christian, but have inward doubts, fears and struggles?  

 

 

Commentary 

16:1-16 

 Sarai announces to Abram that the Lord has prevented her from bearing children when 

she is approximately 77 years old. So, she has the idea to utilize her servant Hagar as something 

like a surrogate mother. It’s easy to read these verses and think, “Yeah. That makes sense. 70+ is 

really beyond your child-bearing years.” But there’s more in these verses than meets the eye. 

First, for the sake of sympathizing with Sarai, there’s a lot of pain in her words. This is a woman 

who has done everything her husband has asked her with very little tangible reasoning to go on. 

Even before the promise comes from God that he will make a great nation from Abram (Genesis 

12), she has hoped for decades for a child while being regularly reminded it isn’t happening. As 

all of us know, it’s easy to turn promises into all sorts of things as we await with painful longings 

for their coming true.  

The second thing we see here is foolishness. Sarai doubts the promise of God and so she 

takes matters into her own hands. Don’t miss the correlation to Genesis 3 here. At this point 

Abram should have spoken, reminding Sarai that God is not withholding his goodness from 

them. Whether customary of the times or not, Sarah’s giving of Hagar to her husband is not the 

design and intention of God. So many men in the biblical narrative are passively disobedient to 

God, either allowing things around them to happen and therefore indirectly sinning by their 

omission, or acting sinfully as they go along with what is easiest. These failures (and our 

failures), should make us ever thankful for the one man who obeys perfectly, even to the point of 

death on a cross.  

 Sarai’s jealousy leads her to harshly mistreat Hagar, until Hagar flees from them 

altogether, taking her chances in the wilderness. There the Angel of the Lord meets her and 

promises that he will multiply her children by making a great nation out of the child she has 

conceived, whom she is to name Ishmael. Note the kindness of God here, even to a woman (and 

subsequently a people) whom he has chosen to bless but not to call his own. God comes to her 

tenderly with promises of hope. The name Ishmael means, “God hears,” and Hagar is instructed 

to name him this because the Lord listens to her affliction (v.11). Hagar looks back upon this 

moment with the Lord favorably, stating that she has seen him who looks after her. She returns 

to Abram and bears him Ishmael when Abram is 86 years old.  

 

17:1-14 

 For 13 years, Sarai and Abram live under the impression that Ishmael is meant to be their 

heir, the child of promise, but God comes to Abram again and changes that perception. There’s a 

lot of vitally important things happening in this passage. First, God changes Abram’s name to 

Abraham (from “father” to “father of multitudes”), signifying his promise to exceedingly 

multiply Abraham’s lineage. Second, God promises to give Abraham’s offspring the land of 



 

 54 

Canaan, the “Promised Land,” as an everlasting possession. Third, God makes the promise that 

he will be God to Abraham’s offspring.  

In other Scriptures, the Bible further enlightens the promises found in Genesis 17 and the 

covenant of circumcision, giving them a greater spiritual significance than physical. The 

offspring of Abraham receiving the “everlasting covenant” (Genesis 17:7) certainly includes 

those who are born of the physical line of Abraham through Isaac. However, the covenant 

promise should be more thought of as a spiritual reality, rather than a physical one. In Galatians 

3:7, Paul says, “Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham,” making the 

promises of God to bless Abraham’s offspring with an inheritance a spiritual kinship, not a 

physical kinship. Likewise, the inheritance of the promised land as an “everlasting possession” 

(Genesis 17:8) indicates that the land is also more than physical. Matthew Henry puts it this way, 

“As the land of Canaan was secured to the seed of Abraham according to the flesh, so heaven is 

secured to all his spiritual seed, by a covenant, and for a possession, truly everlasting.”  

 The promises of God are not yet here fully explained, but they are—in a sense—

notarized. God calls Abraham to keep his covenant and issues to him a sign of the covenant—the 

sign of circumcision. All of Abraham’s offspring and all of the men of his house are to be 

circumcised—including all of the male children born from this point on, who are to be 

circumcised on the eighth day following their birth. Circumcision is a cutting away and removal 

of the foreskin that naturally surrounds the head of the penis. By obeying this command, 

Abraham’s offspring keep this covenant in their flesh as a reminder forever of the covenant God 

has made with his people.  

17:15-27 

 Here God’s promises grow more specific. Sarai also receives a new name (Sarah), and 

God promises Abraham that the son he’s promised will indeed be born of Sarah. Abraham laughs 

at the thought, because Sarah is 90 years old. He tries to convince God that he already has an 

acceptable heir to receive this blessing, Ishmael. But Ishmael is not a part of God’s plan to 

establish a covenant with Abraham’s offspring; Ishmael is Abraham’s sinful and errant solution 

to satisfy his impatience and doubt. God will bless Ishmael and make him a great nation, but the 

greatest blessing from God is his presence, his covenant love—he chooses not to show these 

toward Ishmael but toward Isaac. 

 In obedience to God’s command, Abraham takes all of the men in his household—

whether born in his household, or bought with his money—and he circumcises them. This is not 

the “circumcision party” Paul refers to in Galatians 2:12, but that would have been a good name 

for it. Abraham is 99 when he does this. As odd as it seems, circumcision is a beautiful picture of 

gospel significance because it reminds God’s people of his promises and their commitment to 

him. 

 As with the idea of the Promised Land and the offspring of Abraham having more 

spiritual significance than physical significance, the Bible elsewhere frames circumcision as a 

physical sign that has a spiritual component. In Romans 2:25-29, Paul outlines how being a Jew 

is an inward thing and circumcision is a matter of the heart. In Romans 3:30, Paul discusses how 

both the circumcised and uncircumcised can be justified through faith. Galatians is likewise a 

whole letter written to confront the false teaching that circumcision must precede faith in Jesus to 

be accepted by God. Furthermore, Deuteronomy 10:16 and Jeremiah 4:4 call on God’s people to 

circumcise their hearts, or to match their lives inwardly with what they are proclaiming 

outwardly. Deuteronomy 30:6 talks about how God will circumcise the hearts of his people, so 

that they will love him.  
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The Main Point 

Despite Abraham’s insistence, God does not choose to place his covenantal promise on 

Ishmael. Our lives will work best when we align our actions with God’s revealed will and seek to 

honor him with our decisions, rather than doubting him.   

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 2 & Deuteronomy 30:1-10 – These scriptures discuss the covenant of 

circumcision as spiritual realities, not merely physical.  

• Hebrews 11 – This scripture discusses the faith of Abraham (among others), and hits on 

how the land Abraham was searching for was not physical, but has foundations built by 

God.  

• Galatians 3 & Romans 4:13-25 – These scriptures discus who the offspring of Abraham 

are, and how it is that they receive the promises of God through faith.  

 

 

 

 
  



 

 56 

Week 13 

Genesis 18:1- 19:38 – God’s Mercy, Kindness, and Justice 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

 Immorality abounds in our world. Whether it be sexual immorality, crude and offensive 

speech, or the grisly and abhorrent tragedy of rape and murder, our society is drunk with sin. 

While it may be tempting to elevate these heinous acts over other sins, the fact remains that 

many of the smallest and seemingly innocent acts we commit every day equally separate us from 

God’s holiness. Were it not for God’s mercy, we would all experience his judgment for our 

rebellion and wickedness.  

This passage deals with difficult topics. Cities are annihilated, a mob tries to rape angels, 

and two daughters craft an incestuous plot. This passage truly paints a terrifying and sobering 

picture. Yet it also demonstrates God’s mercy. He does not leave a rebellious and corrupt 

creation without hope. He offers a path to salvation, and he leads us out of destruction and 

judgment through faith.  

 

 

 

Read Genesis 18:1-19:38 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What does it mean to be righteous? What do we have to do be righteous? 

2. What does this passage teach us about God’s judgment and God’s mercy? 

3. In many ways, Lot was shaped by the culture around him rather than challenging the 

culture he lived in. Do you recognize ways that you may be letting the culture influence 

you? How can we stand up for our faith in our culture without compromising? 

 

 

 

Commentary 

18:1-15 – “And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent 

in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in 

front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the 

earth 3 and said, “O Lord] if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let 

a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a 

morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 

have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.”6 And Abraham went quickly 
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into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 
7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, 

who prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set 

it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 
9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 
10 The Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall 

have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah 

were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah.12 So Sarah laughed 

to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The Lord 

said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am 

old?’14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this 

time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for 

she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

 

 

 Genesis 18 begins with the sudden arrival of the Lord and a group of men appearing 

before Abraham. Upon their arrival, Abraham immediately leaps up, runs toward the men, and 

bows down in reverence and respect. Abraham invites them to dine with him, and in so doing 

welcomes the Lord to dine with him. Abraham’s kindness illustrates genuine hospitality. He 

urges his guests to rest while he sets his house in motion to create a generous meal. Imagine the 

scene: Abraham running around giving directions, Sarah swiftly baking bread, and their servant 

preparing an extravagant meal of meat, curds, and milk. This would have been a very generous 

and hearty meal for these visitors.  

The men then ask Abraham about his wife. After telling them Sarah is in the tent, the 

Lord announces that he will return to Abraham this time next year and that his wife will bear a 

son. It is important to remember the events of the previous chapter for this narrative. In the 

previous chapter, God announces a promise to Abraham that he will be “exceedingly fruitful” 

(Gen. 17:6) and that he will be “the father of a multitude of nations” (Gen. 17:4-5). God tells 

Abraham that Sarah will give birth to a son they will call Isaac and that he will establish an 

everlasting covenant with him and his offspring.  

 Yet this section emphasizes Abraham and Sarah’s seemingly impossible situation. 

Abraham and Sarah are described as “old” and “advanced in years” while the narrator informs us 

that Sarah is past the age of childbearing. Sarah’s hope to give birth to a son is all but washed up. 

Sarah overhears the conversation between God and Abraham and laughs off the idea of giving 

birth to a son. Yet nothing is too hard for the Lord to accomplish; he always keeps his promises. 

The Lord questions Abraham as to why Sarah laughs at his promise to give her a son. God 

reminds Sarah that he is the Sovereign Lord and Creator of the universe and that nothing can 

stop him from accomplishing his purposes and keeping his promises. Sarah denies laughing, but 

God sees every hidden thought. God’s promise to Abraham in the previous chapter will indeed 

be kept with the birth of Isaac in chapter 21. The persevering message of Genesis and of all of 

Scripture is that God will accomplish his purposes, and he will keep his promises.  

 

18:16-33 – 16 Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And 

Abraham went with them to set them on their way. 17 The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham 

what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, 
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and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may 

command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing 

righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised 

him.” 20 Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and 

their sin is very grave,     21I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to 

the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” 

 
22 So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before 

the Lord. 23 Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with 

the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the 

place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 

thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far 

be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I 

find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

 
27 Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but 

dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city 

for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to 

him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do 

it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found 

there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Behold, I have 

undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake 

of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 

again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not 

destroy it.” 33 And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and 

Abraham returned to his place. 

 

 

 The men proceed to leave Abraham’s tent and travel towards Sodom. Then the narrative 

takes a drastic and eerie shift. The Lord asks if he should hide the imminent destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah from Abraham. In response to his own question, the Lord states that 

Abraham will be a vehicle for blessing to the nations of the earth, and he will also be responsible 

for teaching righteousness and justice to his descendants. Thus, the Lord determines to reveal the 

upcoming judgment to Abraham. 

The path for Abraham and the current state of sinfulness that pervades Sodom and 

Gomorrah stand starkly contrasted with one another. Abraham is to live righteously and justly, 

accomplished as we have seen by his belief in the promises of God, while Sodom and Gomorrah 

are abounding in wickedness and injustice. The Lord determines to “go down to see” whether the 

outcry against the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah is as bad as it seems. Today, when we 

think back on Sodom and Gomorrah, we usually focus in on sins that are largely sexual in nature. 

But the depths of depravity in Sodom and Gomorrah certainly run deeper. The Prophet Ezekiel 

remarks that Sodom “and her daughters had pride, excess of food, prosperous ease, but did not 

aid the poor and needy” (Ezekiel 16:49). Indeed, if we honestly evaluate many of the cities and 

areas we live in, we would see many similarities between Sodom and us today. It is only because 

of God’s mercy that we have not experienced the same judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
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The sin in Sodom and Gomorrah had grown so incredibly great and vile that it prompts 

God to execute judgment on the city by destroying it. With great concern, Abraham intercedes. 

He demonstrates great compassion and sincerity as he pleads to God. Abraham asks the Lord if 

he will “sweep away the righteous with the wicked” when he destroys Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Abraham’s calls for justice are honorable. He begs God to spare the righteous in the city, if God 

can find any who are righteous. Abraham’s pleas are centered on his confidence in God as the 

righteous judge of the earth (v. 25). Abraham is convinced that God cannot do wrong and that he 

will not do wrong. Abraham begins spouting off numbers, pleading for the Lord to hold back 

destruction if he can find so many righteous people in the area. Abraham pleads for the Lord to 

remain just and to be merciful to the righteous, and the Lord promises that he will not destroy 

Sodom and Gomorrah if he can find ten righteous people there. In fact, Abraham need not have 

worried about God’s justice. Not even ten righteous people are able to be found in Sodom and 

Gomorrah. But even then, God rescues the righteous. He rescues Lot and his family before 

judgment is executed upon the cities. God is sovereign and stands as the perfect and holy judge 

of all creation.  

If we’re honest, we probably often question God and wonder why evil and suffering 

happen in this life. We long for justice, but as we see here, the exercising of justice in our world 

demonstrates how fallen we are. This can make us uncomfortable with God’s justice because we 

realize that based upon our performance, we stand condemned. It is divine grace that all of 

humanity does not suffer the same fate as Sodom and Gomorrah. Thankfully, Scripture 

consistently reminds us that God is righteous and just, but he is also gracious, merciful, kind, and 

patient. The willing sacrifice of Christ to bear the sins of humanity and suffer the wrath of God 

in our place testifies to the Lord’s mercy. As the apostle Paul explains, “For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 

Cor. 5:21). In this act, God makes a way for sinners like us to be reconciled to him even as he 

deals with sin and brings about a world of righteousness and mercy. In Romans 3:25b-26, Paul 

says, “This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 

over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and 

the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” We can take comfort that God is just. He will deal 

with sin in a way that allows all those who will trust in Jesus to be gathered to himself. 

 

19:1-29 – The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of 

Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth    
2 and said, “My lords, please turn aside to your servant's house and spend the night and wash 

your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way.” They said, “No; we will spend the 

night in the town square.” 3 But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and 

entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 

 
4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the 

people to the last man, surrounded the house.5 And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who 

came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them.” 6 Lot went out to the men at 

the entrance, shut the door after him, 7 and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 
8 Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and 

do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of 

my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow came to sojourn, and he has 

become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard 
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against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. 10 But the men reached out their 

hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. 11 And they struck with 

blindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore 

themselves out groping for the door. 

 
12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or 

anyone you have in the city, bring them out of the place. 13 For we are about to destroy this 

place, because the outcry against its people has become great before the Lord, and the Lord has 

sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his 

daughters, “Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to 

his sons-in-law to be jesting. 

 
15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two 

daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he 

lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being 

merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 17 And as they brought 

them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. 

Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” 18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords.             
19 Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in 

saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20 Behold, 

this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little 

one?—and my life will be saved!” 21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I 

will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken.22 Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing 

till you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 

  
23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and 

Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven. 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all 

the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But Lot's wife, 

behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

 
27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 
28 And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and 

he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace. 

 
29 So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and sent 

Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived. 

 

 

 The two angels travel into Sodom and Lot receives them. After reluctantly agreeing to 

stay the night with Lot, a mob descends on Lot’s home. They demand to see the men who come 

to stay with him, presumably demanding that Lot give them up so they can rape them. Here we 

see the utter wickedness and destitution that characterizes Sodom and Gomorrah. Sexual 

perversion, among other sin, infests the cities. In contrast, Scripture informs us that Lot is 

righteous: 
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“If by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, 

making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued righteous 

Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that righteous man lived 

among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he 

saw and heard); then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials” (2 Peter 2:6-9). 

 

This does not mean Lot is perfect; he certainly stands as a conflicted and troubled soul. We see 

this conflict in his response to the mob. At first, Lot pleads for the men to cease their wickedness 

and thus makes a moral judgment of their behavior. But then Lot offers up his own daughters in 

exchange for the protection of the men in his household. What a twisted and harrowing 

suggestion!  

 Despite Lot’s offer, the mob prepares to descend upon Lot’s home and seize the men. 

The crowd remarks, “This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the judge! Now we will 

deal worse with you than with them” (v. 9). However, the Lord, not Lot, will ultimately judge 

them. One of the angels pulls Lot back into the house, and the Lord blinded the crowd. Despite 

this miraculous event, the men stumble around and attempt to break into Lot’s home in order to 

satisfy their lust. We are left without question as to the state of Sodom. The city is filled with 

wickedness and destitute of righteousness.  

 The angels warn Lot to bring anyone else in his family so that they may flee the city and 

escape the destruction that the Lord will rain down. Lot quickly warns his sons-in-law, but they 

do not heed his warning. Their refusal to believe in God’s divine judgment condemns them to 

God’s wrath and his destruction of Sodom. Meanwhile, Lot, along with his wife and two 

daughters, set out from Sodom. But instead of swiftly leaving town, they linger. Then, because of 

“the Lord being merciful to him,” the angels take Lot and his family and lead them out of Sodom 

and into salvation. Their warning is intense: “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop 

anywhere in the valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away” (v. 17).  

 Then comes God’s judgment. Sulfur and fire rain down from heaven and consume 

Sodom and Gomorrah. The city is left as a scorched graveyard and a testament to God’s wrath 

and justice. Moreover, Lot’s wife fails to heed the angels’ warning. She can not fully leave the 

city behind. Lot’s wife still clings to Sodom in her heart despite the angels leading her to the path 

of salvation. As we reflect on this gloomy scene, perhaps this instruction from Jesus can warn us 

and teach us: “Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life will keep it” (Luke 17:32-33). 

 The ending to this part of the narrative is provoking. We witness the wrath of God poured 

out in his judgment on Sodom, Gomorrah, and Lot’s wife. Yet we also see the mercy of God as 

he leads Lot and his daughters to salvation. This passage emphatically (and quite uncomfortably) 

declares God is both just and merciful. We may be left with fear after reading a passage like this. 

And to the degree that our fear is reverence and awe at God, it is probably a good fear to have. 

However, if we are in Christ and clothed in his righteousness, we need not fear the judgment and 

wrath of God for Christ has already born the punishment that we deserve if we trust in him.  

 

19:30-38 – 30 Now Lot went up out of Zoar and lived in the hills with his two daughters, for he 

was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in a cave with his two daughters. 31 And the firstborn said 

to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to come in to us after the 

manner of all the earth. 32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that 

we may preserve offspring from our father.” 33 So they made their father drink wine that night. 
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And the firstborn went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when 

she arose. 

 
34 The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us 

make him drink wine tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve 

offspring from our father.”35 So they made their father drink wine that night also. And the 

younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.      
36 Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37 The firstborn bore a son 

and called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38 The younger also bore 

a son and called his name Ben-ammi. He is the father of the Ammonites to this day. 

 

 

 This chapter ends with cruel irony. Lot and his daughters, having escaped the destruction 

of Sodom and Gomorrah, participate in their own self-destruction. Lot’s daughters arrange an 

evil plan to get their father drunk, rape him, and therefore become pregnant with his offspring. 

Although they have left Sodom, it is clear that Sodom still remains in their hearts. Following this 

bleak episode, Lot’s daughters eventually give birth to Moab and Ben-Ammi. As we continue 

reading in the Old Testament, we will see the Moabites and Ammonites clash with the Israelites. 

As tough as the ending of this passage may be, it warns us that if we continue to love and 

entertain the wickedness of the culture around us, we invite destruction and suffering into our 

very souls. 

 

 

The Main Point 

God keeps his promises and is always faithful. Despite man’s rebellion and wickedness, 

God makes a way of salvation for those who trust in him.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Hebrews 13:2 – Always show hospitality 

• 2 Peter 2:4-10 – God’s judgment and mercy 

• Romans 12:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17 – Do not conform to the 

world; walk in the path of righteousness 
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Week 14 

Genesis 20:1-21:34 – God’s Protection and Provision 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

This passage of Scripture is one of the hardest for me to fathom. We have two 

individuals—the husband is 100, the wife is 80, and God blesses them with a child.  

Soren Kierkegaard writes, “Life can only be understood backwards, but must be lived 

forwards.” This statement makes so much sense to me, but it also causes me so much anxiety. 

When someone tells me something or makes a promise to me, I want to know when that promise 

will be fulfilled. This is what is taking place in the lives of Abraham and Sarah. God has 

promised to make Abraham the father of many nations and he will use Sarah to be the mother of 

that nation. Yet, 25 years later, Sarah is still childless.  

In Genesis 20 and 21, God will bless Abraham and Sarah with the promised child. 

Through God’s protection and provision, Abraham will become the father of many nations. God 

will live out his faithfulness once again because he is good and can be trusted. 

 

 

 

Read Genesis 20:1-21:34 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 

Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. When you read Scriptures like this that refer to the promises of God for ordinary people, 

do you have difficulty believing that God can do miraculous things? Why is that? 

2. Do you believe that God can and wants to do miraculous things like this in our time? 

Why or why not? Please share your response with your group. 

3. Why is it that we tend to doubt God’s goodness to us but are elated when we see that 

played out in others’ lives? 

 

 

Commentary 

20:1-7 

Abraham and Sarah head off for the land of the Negev. This land is a desert-like area. 

The king of that region is referred to as Abimelech, which is a name with the same significance 

as “Pharaoh.”  

Upon reaching this new territory, Abraham pulls out one of his go-to moves in an attempt 

to preserve his life and the life of Sarah. He tells Sarah to lie to the people and tell everyone that 

she is his sister. This is not the first time that Abraham has told this lie. He does it in Genesis 12 
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as well. Technically, Sarah is in his family line. However, she is not his direct sibling. As they 

used to say in Walker County, “A half-truth is a whole-lie.” Unbeknownst to Abimelech, 

Abraham and Sarah deceive him. Fortunately for Abimelech, God is sovereign and does not 

allow him to touch her or harm her in any way. The sovereignty of God should be a comfort for 

us because of God's protection and his provision for his people. God loves us and can be trusted. 

He has shown that love thus far through the provision for Adam and Eve, Noah and the flood, 

and even now as Abraham is lying and trying to control the situation.  

In verse 5, Abimelech appeals to God’s justice, asking him to spare his life. Even though 

Abimelech is not a follower of God, he appears to have a moral sense of right and wrong. This is 

interesting to note, isn’t it? As Christians, we can ascribe our knowledge of right and wrong, 

morally speaking, to the Holy Spirit and the teachings of Jesus. This apparent oddity in 

Abimelech’s life points to the fact that we are all image bearers of God. Sin has and continues to 

distort that image, but we cannot deny what God has placed within us. Abimelech pleads with 

God...but he does not "know" God.  

Even though Abraham shows a lack of faith, God's plan to make Abraham a father of 

many nations cannot be thwarted. Even if the person that God has promised to bless ignorantly 

attempts to sabotage his destiny, God is still in control. I get it. Abraham is SUPER old and 

Sarah is no spring chicken, but have they already forgotten what happened the last time they 

attempted to take the plans of God into their own hands by using Hagar and Ishmael?  

 

Commentary 

 

20:8-18 

Once Abraham and Sarah lie to Abimelech, God “closes the wombs” of all the women in 

his household. When God speaks to Abimelech and reveals to him the truth about Sarah, 

Abimelech confronts both Abraham and Sarah. They talk it out and then Abimelech gives all 

types of gifts to them, like farm animals and both male and female servants. This is huge! Even 

though Abraham and Sarah sin by lying to Abimelech, although they have doubted God's 

provision and protection, and although this is not their first offense, God still chooses to bless 

them through an unforeseen means. What a great testimony to the goodness of God! Can you 

imagine the stories they tell after this takes place? "Yeah, well, y'all remember that one time I 

told them that Sarah was my sister?! Man was he irritated! Then afterwards, he gave us our 

choice of where we would want to live in his land...we could choose anywhere we wanted. That's 

crazy, right?! God is SO good!" (<--I'm using my sanctified imagination here. This is not in the 

Bible.) Even though Abraham and Sarah are unfaithful, God is faithful. Even though Abraham 

and Sarah sin, God forgives them. This is not precedence for us to live life giving no thought to 

the consequence or spiritual damage. The effects of sin are very real and often lead to 

devastating consequences. But God is gracious. And we are called and commanded to live lives 

that are holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1-2, 1 Peter 1:16).  

Not only does Abimelech bless Abraham and Sarah, but Abraham prays for him and then 

God "opens the wombs" of the women in his household. This means that Abimelech’s nations 

will be able to prosper and continue on as a people group. God will, at times, cause a people to 

prosper that do not follow him according to his will. He does this so that his power might be 

shown through them. What God chooses to allow or causes is ultimately for his glory and our 

good. 
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Commentary 

21:1-7 

Did these verses cause you to pause and possibly read a second time? In seven verses, we 

read about God giving a child to a man and woman who are around 100 years old. Can you 

imagine how our culture today would react to such an amazing occurrence? I love how the 

writer, Moses, chooses to record what takes place. Look at verse 1 again, “The Lord visited 

Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised.” Moses lets us know that 

God does exactly as he had planned and promised to do. God IS good and he CAN be trusted. 

For Abraham and Sarah to have kids at their old age is impossible. This shows that only God 

enables her to conceive and only he is the agent through which his promises are fulfilled.  

Abraham and Sarah have a child because God makes it so that all will see and remember that 

God always keeps his promises and is working in all things for his glory and the ultimate good of 

humanity. 

 

Commentary 

21:8-21 

 In Genesis 16, Abraham and Sarah attempt to take God’s promises and use their own 

methods to make them a reality. Sarah gives her servant, Hagar, to Abraham so that he might be 

able to have a son. Up to chapter 16, God’s promise of making Abraham the father of many 

nations seems bleak. Sarah has not yet conceived and if we are honest, her days of pregnancy are 

drawing to a close. So Abraham does what Sarah tells him to do. He sleeps with Hagar who 

concieves Ishmael, which means “God hears.” Once God tells Hagar that he will provide for her 

and protect her, she gives God the name El Roi, which means “God sees.” Fast forward to 

chapter 21, and God’s protection and provision continues.  

After Abraham and Sarah cast Hagar and Ishmael out, Hagar is in a precarious situation. 

Their food and water rations have run out and, in her eyes, it appears that she has no other choice 

but to place her child out and pray that God protects him. God reassures Hagar that he hears and 

sees them and will take care of them. He promises to make Ishmael into a great nation. He goes a 

step further and causes Ishmael to become an expert with the bow and allows him to live in the 

wilderness. This is much more than just providing daily needs. This is a huge blessing on 

someone that God does not have to bless. Ishmael is not the one that is going to lead to Abraham 

blessing the nations. This shows us another facet of God’s character. We see that God sees and 

hears the cries of us all. Ishmael’s birth is a result of an adulterous relationship that Abraham has 

with the servant of his wife. However, God allows this to take place in order that his glory and 

grace might be seen for future generations. 

 Later on in biblical history, being a “son of Abraham” becomes a point of pride and 

ultimately a point of contention. John 8 and beginning with verse 31 tell of a disagreement 

arising between Jesus and the Scribes and Pharisees. The Scribes and Pharisees begin to argue 

with Jesus on their understanding of what it means to be a son of Abraham. When Jesus speaks 

of being a child of Abraham, he is referring to all the ones that live by faith in Christ. When the 

Scribes and Pharisees speak of being sons of Abraham, they are referring to their bloodline being 

from Isaac and not Ishmael. They feel that since they are natural-born Israelites that they are 

saved because of their heritage. But Jesus says it does not matter whether you are born to Sarah, 

from Isaac’s line (the child of promise) or not. If you do not have faith in Christ for salvation, 

then you may as well have been born into slavery in the line of Ishmael to a slave woman. What 

Jesus is saying is that anyone, regardless of heritage or current circumstance, who believes in 
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him for redemption, will be considered a child of Abraham. They will be adopted as children of 

God. 

We do not deserve God’s grace nor do we deserve anything from God other than 

punishment and his wrath. However, in his divine wisdom, God causes and allows all things to 

happen to us to mold and shape us to better reflect his glory and grace to a lost and dying world.  

 

Commentary 

21:22-34 

 Abimelech begins to understand that there is something different about Abraham and his 

God and that God is with and blesses Abraham in all that he does. That is pretty astounding! A 

person that does not follow God and does not adhere to his commands has taken notice of a 

person that does follow God and adheres to his commands. And Abimelech views this as a 

positive thing.  

 The chapter ends with Abraham and Abimelech making a covenant after a discussion of 

who owned a particular well. We leave chapter 22 with Abraham sojourning in the land of the 

Philistines and planting a tamarisk tree in Beersheba. Here, he gives another name to God, El 

Olam, which means “Everlasting God.” We see how God is working through all things, either 

causing or allowing them, in order that his purposes are fulfilled. We see God providing for and 

protecting his promises so that all may know that he is sovereign over all and worthy of praise. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

God is sovereign. This is not a weapon to be wielded within doctrinal debates, but a 

comforting truth in which we can rest our souls upon. Despite our failures and attempts to 

sabotage our own destinies, God’s purposes will be fulfilled. He is working, by allowing and 

causing, all things to bring himself glory and, in that, our ultimate spiritual good. 

 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 16 – The first time that Abraham and Sarah lie about their marriage. 

• John 8:31-59 – This refers to the conversation between Jesus and the Scribes and 

Pharisees. Jesus clarifies for them the meaning of slave and free and the importance of 

faith in Christ. 

• Romans 1:18-32 – This refers to the letter Paul wrote to the Church in Rome. He is 

referring to how the culture has become as corrupt as it had. 

• Galatians 4 – These verses refer to the story of Isaac and Ishmael to make a point about 

our identity as children of promise because of what Jesus has done for us. children born 

to a free woman versus children born to a slave woman. Verse 4 points to Jesus being 

born at the appointed time. 
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