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The Story of Scripture 
Creation 

In Genesis, God shows himself to be the Creator. He has always existed, and as we study 
Scripture, we will find he has always existed as the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—one 
God in three persons. Everything else was created by him from nothing, a fact that shows us he is 
wholly different from us. As we are introduced to his creation in Genesis 1, we see that 
everything he has made is good, and we feel a tension because we recognize that the world as we 
know it misses the mark. It is not good that people get old, that loved ones get sick and die, that 
the world is filled with violence and corruption.  

This tension in the story is intentional. Things are not how God created them or wanted 
them to be. He created a good world, and at its heart is a garden called Eden that represents the 
best of it. Here he places a man and woman (Adam and Eve), both created in the image of God, 
to rule over creation and to fill the earth with the glory of God. This is a world with no sin, no 
sickness, no violence and no death. They have everything that they need. They have fellowship 
with God, they have a purpose, and they have the use of all of creation. God gives them life 
freely with only one condition: they can eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden except the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. If they eat from it, they will die. 
 
The Fall 

In the next scene, a serpent enters the garden. This creature suggests that God does not 
have humanity’s best interest in mind, that maybe they know more about what they want than 
God does. He suggests that God denies them the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil because he does not want them to be like him. And instead of trusting in the goodness of 
God as displayed throughout his creation and provision for them, they disobey God. This is 
known as the Fall. At this point, sin and its consequences enter into the world, and it is corrupted. 
From here, the Bible shows how the choice of Adam and Eve to disobey God leads to increasing 
destruction and death. It corrupts everything it touches, and humanity can do nothing to rid itself 
of the problem. Evil is in our world because we invited it in, and there is nothing we can do to 
shut it out again. This is the tension we are meant to feel as we read Scripture: one that echoes 
our experience in what is often a cruel world. 

But God is gracious. Instead of letting death be the last word, he makes a promise in 
Genesis 3:15 even as he doles out the consequences of disobedience. When talking to the 
serpent, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promises that 
there will one day be an offspring (or seed or child) of the woman that will defeat the serpent. He 
will be hurt by the serpent, but in so doing, he will crush its head. This promise will become 
clearer as the story unfolds. 
 
The Good Seed and Righteousness by Faith 

After this, we see the effects of sin driving the world into chaos. Just as God promised, 
sin has led to death. People are choosing immorality, violence, abuse, destruction, and death. A 
few faithful hold to the promise of a seed of the woman: a serpent slayer who will set things 
right, but even these show themselves to be thoroughly infected by sin. The story of Noah 
illustrates this. Things have gone horribly wrong up to this point: “The Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). But Genesis 5:28–29 says, “When Lamech had lived 



	

182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, ‘Out of the ground that the Lord 
has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.’” 
Lamech, Noah’s father, understands the promise of Genesis 3:15 that God will send a serpent 
slayer to set things right. He hopes that his son is this man. And as Noah grows, it looks like he 
might be; God recognizes that he is the one righteous man on earth.  

Because the world is so evil, God floods the earth, saving only Noah and his family. This 
story teaches us something about the heart of man. Although God has brought judgment upon the 
earth and is restarting with one righteous man and his family, sin has so permeated the human 
heart that even Noah, a righteous man who has just been spared judgment, shows his brokenness. 
The next time we hear about Noah, he is drunk and naked, shaming himself before his children. 
Even the most righteous man on earth falls far short of God’s standard for humanity. Noah 
looked like he may be the promised seed of the woman to slay the serpent, but he is as broken as 
all the rest. Though his faith is to be emulated, he cannot save even himself, much less the world. 
And by Genesis 11, we see the world openly rebelling against the rule of God again. This shows 
there is a heart problem with humanity. We choose to cut ourselves off from God, the source of 
life, and in doing so, we choose destruction. That is the clear trajectory for humanity established 
in Genesis. 

But just as things are looking hopeless, God steps in and chooses a man who will later be 
renamed Abraham to receive a great promise. In Genesis 12:1–2, God says to Abraham, “Go 
from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Of particular importance here is the idea 
that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham (more on that in a minute). Of 
immediate concern to Abraham is how God can make him a great nation even though he has no 
children and has a barren wife. But in Genesis 15, God reaffirms his promise, and Abraham 
believes God and in so doing clues us into how a sinful and broken people might be able to be 
made right with our creator. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 
him as righteousness.” Abraham believes that God will come through on his promise, and God 
counts Abraham’s faith as righteousness. This clues us into why people like Noah are considered 
righteous even though we see that man’s heart is broken. They believe the promise of the seed of 
the woman who will slay the serpent. And God is narrowing his promise when he covenants with 
Abraham to bless the nations through his offspring or seed. The serpent slayer will be a child of 
Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations.  

The OT’s definition of righteousness can be surprising to many. Many see the OT way to 
salvation as observance to the law of Moses, but this is not the case. It is by faith in the promises 
of God. Romans 4:1–3 assures us that this interpretation is correct, “What then shall we say was 
gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Faith, not works, is and 
has always been the basis of justification. However, it is important to note that belief and 
obedience are closely related throughout Scripture. Belief is counted as righteousness, but that 
belief is always accompanied by a heart that is motivated towards obedience by the grace and 
mercy received. Thus obedience is the fruit (or result) of a life of faith. Faith, not works, is 
counted as righteousness. Obedience flows out of this faith. Obedience can be thought of as 



	

living out the identity God gives us because of our faith. We will look at this more in our 
discussion of the New Testament. 

Just as we would expect from our knowledge of humanity, Abraham and his descendants 
continue to exhibit evidence of heart problems. Throughout the rest of the OT, they lie, they 
cheat, they sleep around, they murder. They are thoroughly broken. They will never make 
themselves pure. Even the best choose themselves over God. It is important that we see salvation 
as something completely out of the reach of humanity. But more importantly, God steps in and 
provides salvation to those who are willing to repent. God is faithful despite failures. He 
continues to pursue his people. He continues to offer forgiveness and mercy to those who will 
respond in belief to his promises.  

 
The Exodus and The Law 

A few generations down the road from Abraham, we find that his family (the Hebrews or 
the people of Israel) has grown large, but they are enslaved to the Egyptians. It is important to 
note that this is predicted in Genesis 15:13, a fact that should only further confirm the 
sovereignty of God in our minds. Things are not good. Not only are they oppressed, but their 
numbers intimidate Pharaoh, and he decrees that every Hebrew male child born be killed by 
being cast into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). But one woman, in an effort to save her baby son, places 
him in a basket and floats him down the same river. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the child and 
raises him as her own. This man is Moses. He will lead Israel in the exodus, a climatic moment 
in history where God delivers Israel from Egypt and establishes them as a nation. This will be the 
moment by which OT believers remember the faithfulness of God and becomes the bedrock for 
their hope of future deliverance. 

The story of Exodus shows the power of God. He uses the deliverance of Israel to tell a 
story that will be repeated over and over again. A man will bring a broken people out of the 
bonds of slavery and into a Promised Land. The story of Moses will set the trajectory for the 
greater redemption story where Christ comes to save his people from sin and death and restore 
them and the world to their intended place. Moses, through the power of God, pleads with 
Pharaoh to let his people go. God sends ten plagues, each proving his power over the gods of 
Egypt and the last of which costs the Egyptians that which they took from the Israelites: their 
firstborn sons. Israel is spared this fate through what becomes known as the Passover. God calls 
each house to sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the door posts. They are to then eat a special 
meal that becomes known as the Passover meal. That night as the angel of the Lord is putting the 
firstborn to death, he passes over the houses that believe God and act on his commandment to 
sacrifice the lamb, resulting in the sparing of their firstborn sons. This final plague convinces 
Pharaoh to release Israel. 

Despite the miraculous ways God delivers them from Egypt, including the crossing of the 
Red Sea, they again choose fear rather than trust him. God leads them on the way to Promised 
Land in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He feeds them manna that 
miraculously appears on the ground. He gives them water from a rock when they have nothing to 
drink, and still they grumble against him.  

Finally, they come to a place called Mount Sinai and something amazing happens. God 
makes a covenant (probably the best way to understand a covenant is a promise that is marked by 
loyal relationship) with Israel that they will be his people if they will obey what he calls them to 
do. That sounds good to them and so they say they will. Moses then goes up the mountain to 
meet with God and before he can come back down, they have already failed. They make an idol 



	

and begin worshipping it. The only thing that keeps God from destroying them is his promise to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Eventually, they move on. God leads them on towards the Promised Land (Canaan), and 
he continues to provide for them on the way. As they near the land, they send out twelve spies to 
investigate. It is a rich land but also one filled with powerful people. Ten of the twelve spies 
report that they do not believe they can take the land. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 
disagree and urge the people to trust God. Instead, they doubt his promise and try to stone Joshua 
and Caleb, rebelling against God. God intervenes and is again on the verge of destroying Israel. 
Only his promise stays his hand. The consequence for their actions? None of this unbelieving 
generation will get to enter the Promised Land. All but Joshua and Caleb will die in the 
wilderness as Israel is made to wander in it for the next 40 years.  

This includes Moses. He is like Noah in that he appears to be the one who will bring 
about the promises of God, but despite his great faithfulness, he too sins in ways that show us he 
too is broken and in need of God’s intervention. This is never more evident than when he strikes 
the rock at Meribah in disbelief and frustration, and God says to him, “Because you did not 
believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 
bring this assembly into the land that I have given them” (Numbers 20:12). Even the great 
prophet Moses falls short of God’s perfect standard and is lost apart from God’s intervention. 
 It is amazing that God continues to provide for Israel even as they wander through the 
desert. But the message is clear – disobedience displays a lack of belief in the promises of God, 
resulting in wandering through the desert rather than entering into the Promised Land (an image 
that will later represent entering into the rest of God). As the 40 years come to a close, Moses 
gives some last instructions to the Israelites before he dies, and they enter into the land without 
him.  

In Deuteronomy 28–29, Moses reminds them of the covenant they have made with God. 
If they believe in him and his promises as demonstrated by their obedience, he will bless them in 
all kinds of ways. If they disobey, they will experience curses, most notably they will face exile 
at the hands of their enemies. Deuteronomy 30:15 sums it up this way, “See, I have set before 
you today life and good, death and evil.” But Deuteronomy 30 also lets us know what is going to 
happen. They are going to disobey and go into exile. They are going to do exactly what everyone 
before them has done. They are going to choose to disobey God and die, and here we are clued in 
as to why: they have uncircumcised hearts. They can’t love God how they are supposed to 
because their hearts are infected with sin and must be made new. This is also called a “heart of 
stone” (Ezekiel 36:26). But there is hope. There will be a day that God intervenes. Deuteronomy 
30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 
that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 
live.” God is doing something on the behalf of his people that they cannot do for themselves: 
change their very hearts. 

This echoes what we see in Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1–2. God is at work to bring 
about salvation for his people, and we are seeing his plan slowly unfold. It is something he must 
do on our behalf. God will send a seed of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent. He 
will be from the line of Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations. Genesis 15:6 assures 
us that those who are considered righteous are those who believe the promises of God. These 
believers will be the ones whose hearts have been circumcised so they will love God with all 
their hearts and souls that they may live (Deuteronomy 30:6).  



	

Despite the warning, the prediction of Deuteronomy 30 comes true. Upon entering the 
Promised Land, Israel’s obedience quickly wavers. Numerous accounts like Joshua 7 show the 
Israelites disobeying God thinking they know better than him about what will make them happy. 
At times, they keep things for themselves they were told not to; other times, they are fearful. 
They do not completely conquer the land. Judges records in great detail a people who are quick 
to forget God. He intervenes to save them over and over again, sending judges to help, but they 
continue to fall into unbelief and disobedience. Judges is summed up with its last verse, “In those 
days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 
 
 
Kingdoms, Prophets, and Exile 

At this point, God allows Israel an earthly king. A man of kingly stature named Saul 
receives the crown. However, despite his appearance, it quickly becomes apparent that his life 
does not match up. He becomes murderously jealous of a young man named David that God 
chooses to replace him as king (remember disobedience illustrates a lack of belief). David is a 
man specifically chosen by God. He is from the tribe of Judah. We didn’t talk about this, but in 
Genesis 49:10, Jacob, a descendant of Abraham, declares that Judah, or more literally an 
offspring of Judah, will rule forever. All peoples will obey him, and the kingdom will be so 
wealthy he can tie his foal to the choice vine and wash his garments in wine. These are 
Messianic descriptors, meaning that these things describe the Messiah, the one God is sending to 
set things right, and the Messianic Kingdom he will usher in. This is important now because it 
hints to the meaning of the promises of God given here.  

The serpent slayer will be a seed of the woman (a human), a seed of Abraham, from the 
tribe of Judah, and as we will see, a son of David (meaning in the lineage of David). David 
seems to be the next contender for the position of serpent slayer. God handpicks him. As a boy, 
he slays the giant Goliath when all of Israel trembles before him. He is patient and merciful to 
Saul despite Saul’s murderous intentions towards him. He is even called a man after God’s own 
heart (1 Samuel 13:14). But we will see that he too is broken, most notably in his sin with 
Bathsheba. He will sleep with her, a married woman, and then have her husband killed to cover 
his sin. Again, the Bible clearly illustrates even the best of men have hearts that are deeply 
flawed. David is not the Messiah. But he does receive a promise from God that focuses the 
expectations of deliverance. God promises David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). One 
from the line of David will rule forever as the Messianic King. This Kingdom will be described 
in further detail in the prophets, but the gist is that it will be an everlasting kingdom marked by 
righteousness and justice: the two major concerns of God’s law.  

After David dies, his son Solomon begins his rule. His rule, like his father’s, starts out 
promising. He asks God for wisdom and receives it. He writes much of the wisdom literature in 
Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and much of Proverbs). He is successful in his reign. 
The nations come to meet him and pay tribute. In some ways, he is a picture of what the 
Messianic King might look like, but he is as fallen as the rest. He lets his numerous wives lead 
his heart after idols rather than stay true to God. 

The rest of the accounts of the kings of Israel are much like this. Most are outright 
rebellious. Some make a call for renewed faithfulness, but the trend is towards disobedience. As 
a result, God does just what he said he was going to do. The people choose disobedience and in 
doing so, they choose the curse (Deut. 30:15-20).  



	

 This leads to disaster for Israel. Under Solomon’s son, the kingdom of Israel is split into 
two kingdoms: Israel in the North, and Judah in the South. The kingdom of Israel is conquered 
by the Assyrians and carried off into exile. The same happens to the kingdom of Judah by the 
Babylonians. At this point, the question is how one in the line of David will sit on the throne 
forever and set things right if there is no throne in Israel? But we must remember that during the 
periods of the kings and now in the exile, prophets are sent to tell the Jewish people they are 
about to be punished and then while in exile why they are being punished. They have disobeyed 
God and are experiencing the curse Moses discussed in Deuteronomy 29. But that is not the end 
of the story. They are also reminded of who God is, how he is faithful to his promises, how he is 
merciful, how he has redeemed them in the past, and how they can expect him to do so again. 
And he will do so in a way that will address the problem they have been unable to address 
themselves. He will give them new hearts. 
 There are many clarifications of the promises of God in the prophets. In our brief 
overview it is important to see that there will be a Messianic (anointed one, promised deliverer) 
King from the line of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-5) and yet greater than David (Psalm 
110:1), who in some way is like a son of man and yet who seems to share in the divinity and 
authority of God (Daniel 7:13-14), who will suffer for the sins of others (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and 
yet will rule forever in righteousness and justice over a world that has been freed from sin and its 
curse (Isaiah 11:1-9). This king will not only save Israel but will bring salvation to the nations 
(Isaiah 49:6). We see that the members of this new kingdom will have a new covenant with God 
in which he will write his law on their hearts and mind (Jeremiah 31:31-34), meaning he will 
make them into the kind of people with hearts that are able to love follow him. There is more 
than we can discuss in this short overview, but it is important to see the expectation of 
redemption and salvation that exists because of the promises of God revolving around the seed of 
the woman as declared by the prophets throughout the exile. 
 This is where the OT ends, with the expectation of a Messiah, a serpent-slayer from the 
line of David who will be a blessing to the nations, who will provide forgiveness of sins, conquer 
death, and rule eternally with righteousness and justice. However, as they trickle back from exile 
and are allowed to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, no one thinks that this new kingdom has 
come. Israel languishes, waiting for its promised deliverer, and they will do so for 400 years. The 
question for Israel is, “When will this Messiah come?” 
 
The Messiah 
 This is the context for the coming of Jesus—a once perfect world broken by an act of 
rebellion by the very ones created to be caretakers of it. This rebellion has led to broken 
fellowship with the creator, humanity’s enslavement to sin, suffering caused by evil, and 
ultimately death. Hope seems distant, but deliverance is coming in a most unexpected way. 
 It is important to note that the NT writers see the coming of Jesus and his preaching of 
the dawning kingdom of God as the fulfillment of the OT Scripture and its promises. This is why 
Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus connecting him to Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17), Luke 
records a genealogy connecting him all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), and all of the 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) make frequent use of OT quotes and allusions to 
confirm Jesus as the promised Messianic King. They believe God’s promises in the OT and see 
them fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
 Although there are plenty of examples of God choosing people of low station to fulfill his 
purposes, the typical Jewish expectation for the Messiah was one who would come in political 



	

power. That is not how Jesus comes. He comes from humble beginnings. When he starts his 
ministry he chooses twelve men to invest in. He doesn’t choose the best and brightest; he 
chooses fishermen and a tax collector. But as he begins to minister, it becomes clear that Jesus is 
different. He heals people; he casts out demons; he shows his authority over nature; and he 
miraculously provides sustenance. He amazes the crowds as he teaches as one with more 
authority than they have never seen. He forgives sins; he overturns the temple; he explains how 
they have misunderstood the teachings of the OT. He claims to be the fulfillment of OT, the way 
to the Father, the living water, the light of the world. But most amazing of all, he claims to be the 
Son of God: one with God the Father. That is what all his teachings and miracles are pointing 
towards. The Messiah (or Christ as he is called in the NT) has come and his miracles are 
showing the dawning of the new kingdom promised in the OT. But the Jewish leaders are 
skeptical, which is unsurprising as it threatens their positions of power, and they begin to plot to 
kill Jesus.  
 Jesus’ teachings are surprising. He teaches an upside-down economy for the new 
kingdom he is ushering in. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). You must love your 
enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). You must store up your treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matt. 6:19-
21). Those who want to follow him must expect to be hated and persecuted (Matt. 10:16-25). 
Those who are like children will be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). Those who desire 
to be great must serve (Matt. 23:11-12). Earthly riches make entering into the kingdom difficult 
(Matt. 19:23-24). Those who wish to keep their lives must lose it (Matt. 16:24-27). Then Jesus 
shows what he means by all of this by serving us in a way that we could never repay. He does 
something for us that we could never do for ourselves. He pays the penalty for our sins. The 
greatest among us, the very Son of God, serves a world that has been rebelling against him since 
the beginning of time and takes our sins upon his shoulders. He takes our penalty for our sins—
death. The God of the universe becomes the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:5, “…he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And because he is perfect, because he is 
sinless, because he is the Son of God, he rises again from the grave (Matt. 28:1-10). Jesus—the 
seed of the woman, the blessing to the nations, the Davidic king, the suffering servant, the Son of 
God—has fulfilled the promise of God. He crushes the head of the serpent. He defeats sin and 
death and inaugurates the new kingdom. 
 
Our Place in the Story 
 This is where you and I find ourselves in the story. Sin and death have been defeated, and 
we are offered a choice. Will we trust Jesus and his work on the cross for the forgiveness of our 
sins or will we trust in ourselves and our works? At first the answer seems easy. But Jesus calls 
us to count the cost of following him. He is coming back to set all things right, but until he does, 
we are to be sharing his story so that others might be saved. And what the Bible tells us is that 
many will reject him and in so doing reject and persecute us. Belief in him will mean hatred by 
the world. The call to follow Jesus is the call to forget about temporary, earthly gain and to 
pursue Jesus and his coming kingdom. It is the call to be willing, like Jesus, to suffer injustice. It 
is the call to share the gospel with those who are still dead in their sin so that they too can know 
God. We will find that we are exiles in this world, that we don’t really belong, but we will also 
find that the temporary cost will be eternally worth it (Matt. 13:44-46). Luke 9:23-25 says, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 



	

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” We will 
all die. But Jesus tells us that a temporary life surrendered to him will result in salvation and 
eternal life with him in his new kingdom. 
 Revelation 21:1-4 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 
This is just a small glimpse into what God has in store for those who accept what Jesus has done 
on their behalf, who believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God. While we await his return, we 
are called to live in such a way that we demonstrate our belief, particularly in our proclamation 
of the gospel of Jesus to those who do not know him. 
 In short, we respond to the story of Scripture by knowing Jesus and making him known. 
 
Questions to ask when reading Scripture: 

1. What is the author’s main point in this section of Scripture? 
2. Where does what I’m reading fit in the overall story of the Bible? (i.e. before or after the 

Exodus from Egypt; before or after Jesus; before or after the resurrection, etc.) 
3. What does it mean for those who were the original audience? 
4. What does it mean for me today? 
5. How should I change in response to this Scripture? 

A Few Resources for Understanding the Story of Scripture 
For Small Children: 
The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung 
The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name by Sally Lloyd-Jones 
The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm  
The Garden, the Curtain, and the Cross by Carl Laferton 
thebibleproject.com 
New City Catechism (Available as a book or for free as an app on both iOS and Android) 
For Youth and Adults 
thebibleproject.com 
The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno 
Multiply by Francis Chan 
 
For a More In-depth Look 
The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah by T.D. Alexander 
Old Testament Survey by Paul House and Eric Mitchell 
God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology by James M. Hamilton, Jr. 
  



	

Week 1 
An Overview of Genesis 
By Harvey Edwards, IV 
 
 In order to understand Exodus, we must remember that it is not only part of the 
Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible written by Moses, but that it is also part of the larger 
story being told throughout the entirety of Scripture. Exodus cannot be properly understood 
without being placed in its appropriate context. This background shows us what Exodus is 
pointing us towards—a future hope that God will rescue his people and that he will restore a 
right relationship with them.  

Reading Exodus in light of Genesis helps us fully grasp the predicament of God’s people 
and the gravity of his promise to set things right. Israel’s problem extends far beyond their 
physical mistreatment in Egypt, and God has much more in store for his people than establishing 
them in the land of Canaan. When read in context, the book of Exodus becomes both evidence of 
God’s faithfulness to his people and a sign pointing to a deliverance much greater than that of 
physical oppression—a deliverance from sin and death. For these reasons, we need to be 
reminded of the trajectory of the story established in Genesis.   
 From the seemingly simple first line, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1), we see that this story is bigger than us. Our very existence is dependent 
upon God. Everything that exists does so because he created it. He spoke it into existence out of 
nothing. 

God reveals himself to us in his Word. He creates a world that is good. He creates 
humanity in his own image. He creates us to live in relationship with him and to rule over his 
creation. In Genesis, we see his goodness and provision over and over again. But God’s 
goodness and provision don’t just occur when humanity obeys. When Adam and Eve rebel 
against him in Genesis 3, bringing sin and death to his good world, we see God’s patience, his 
mercy, and his grace. There is judgment—he will not allow evil to go unpunished—but his 
desire is to forgive and redeem his creation. In fact, God’s forgiveness and his perfect 
righteousness and justice sets up the major question in Scripture, introduced in Genesis and 
asked throughout the Old Testament—how can God show mercy to a sinful people and still be 
perfectly just? How can he restore his people to himself? If even the most promising characters 
in Scripture—Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Judah, etc.—fail to live 
righteously, how can a sinful, broken humanity ever dwell with a holy God? 

Genesis begins to unfold the mystery of how God can be both just and merciful by 
preparing us to recognize what he will ultimately accomplish through sending his Son, Jesus. In 
Genesis 3:15, even as God is laying out the consequences of humanity’s rebellion, he promises 
that there will one day be a seed, or offspring, of the woman who will crush the head of the 
serpent. In Genesis 5:28–29, a man named Lamech believes this promise as demonstrated 
through the naming of his son. As he names his son Noah, Lamech says, ““Out of the ground 
that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of 
our hands” (Genesis 5:29). He hopes Noah is the promised deliverer who will crush the head of 
the serpent, remove the curse, and set things right. But despite a promising start in life, Noah is 
just like Adam. He has a heart that is unable to be true. But God intervenes, preserving for 
himself a line of people who will believe his promises.  

God chooses to work through a man named Abram. In Genesis 12:3, God tells him that 
he will bless the nations through him and his lineage. However, Abram had no offspring with his 



	

wife Sarai. She was past the age of bearing children and had been barren her whole life. How 
could God bless the nations through Abram’s offspring if he has no offspring? Through the 
seeming obstacle of barrenness, we are given insight into how a righteous God will redeem a 
people for himself. He will credit righteousness to those who believe his promises. God has 
promised Abram offspring, and though his faith is faltering, Abram believed God. Genesis 15:6 
tells us that God counted Abram’s belief as righteousness. Abram did not earn righteousness for 
himself, but God credits righteousness to him because of his belief in God’s promises. So Abram 
is counted as righteous, which demonstrates God’s mercy and grace, but this begs the question—
how can a just God overlook Abram’s sin? This is a mystery that will go unanswered until Jesus 
comes. But while God keeps his own counsel on how this will ultimately be accomplished 
throughout the Old Testament, he demonstrates in Genesis that he is a promise-keeping God. He 
promised Abram that he would bless the nations through his line, and Sarai’s barrenness is no 
obstacle to him. 

He is the God who brings life out of nothing. He provides Abram and Sarai with a child 
they name Isaac. God is faithful to Isaac, and to his son Jacob. God reaffirms his promises to 
Abram and extends those promises to them. But even those who are the recipients of God’s 
promises seem to endanger the promises. Sometimes their faith falters. Other times, their actions 
are working directly against God’s purpose. But even these failures set us up to see that not only 
does God intend to redeem a people for himself—he has the power to do so in spite of their 
failures. 

Throughout Genesis, God’s intent to redeem a people for himself is clear, but how that 
will happen is unclear. Humanity continues to rebel against God, even those he is rescuing. How 
can God ever redeem a people who stray so regularly? Can God keep his promises to set things 
right even though no one is able to live righteously? The story of Joseph doesn’t fully answer 
how God will do this, but it does show us that God has the power to make it happen.  

Joseph’s story shows us that even when God’s people act in ways that seemingly 
endanger his promises to them, God is accomplishing his plans and purposes. In jealousy, 
Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery to the Egyptians. Despite their evil intent, God raises 
Joseph up to second in command in Egypt and uses him to prepare for a famine. When Jacob and 
his sons cannot find food, God provides for them through Joseph. God preserves the line of the 
righteous seed through a series of events that began with Joseph’s brothers’ sinful intent to be rid 
of him. 

This story demonstrates God’s ability to work even those things meant for evil for his 
good purposes. No one, not even those who are the recipients of the promise, can thwart God’s 
sovereign will. He has promised to redeem his creation and to redeem a people for himself. How 
this redemption will be accomplished remains a mystery until Jesus takes on flesh. But God’s 
trustworthiness, grace, mercy, justice, and righteousness are all revealed to us in Genesis. We 
learn to trust him and his promises even when we don’t understand them.  

Genesis prepares us to recognize the seed of the woman, Jesus, when he comes to redeem 
a people for himself. We have a righteousness available to us, earned by Jesus and credited to us 
by faith. Jesus is the answer to how God can be both merciful and just in redeeming a people for 
himself.  

In Genesis, we are armed with a knowledge of God and his purposes. We see that we are 
able to trust him as he works out his plans for his creation. No matter the difficulties we face, we 
know that God is working all things according to his salvific purpose. And so we can face our 
difficulties—our disappointments, our broken relationships, disease and sickness, the loss of 



	

loved ones, and any other trial we may face—and know that though these things may not be set 
right in our lifetime, Jesus is returning to set all things right. God has promised it, and he always 
keeps his promises. 

 
 
 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. How does it change your outlook on life to see that Scripture is God’s revelation to us of 
himself and his purposes? 

2. How does seeing God’s promises in Genesis and how those have found their fulfillment 
in Jesus change how you approach difficulties in your life? How does knowing Jesus will 
return to set all things right change how you think about these things? 

3. How does Genesis prepare you to see what God is doing in Exodus and the rest of 
Scripture? 

4. How does seeing yourself as a creation made by and for the Creator change how you live 
your life? 

 
 
The Main Point 
 God is sovereignly working out his plans and purposes to rescue a people for himself 
through his son Jesus for his glory.  
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 3:15 – God promises a serpent slayer. 
• Genesis 12:1–3 – God promises to bless the nations through Abraham. 
• Genesis 50:20 – God is able to take what is meant for evil and orchestrate it for good.  
• Romans 8:26–30 – God is sovereign and is working things out according to his good 

plans and purposes. All this is for the good of those who love him and are called 
according to his purpose. 

• Revelation 5:1–14 – Jesus is the one able to bring God’s Kingdom. 
• Revelation 22:1–5 – Jesus will eventually set all things right.  

 
 
 
 
  



	

Week 2 
An Overview of Exodus 
By Harvey Edwards, IV 
 

Genesis closes with God providing for his people despite their sin by bringing them to 
Egypt under the protection of Joseph. God has been gracious to Israel. The original 70 
descendants of Jacob who came to Egypt have grown into a numerous people. Exodus 1:7 says, 
“But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew 
exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.” This statement should make us think 
of God’s command in the garden for humanity to be fruitful and multiply, as well as of God’s 
promise to Abraham to make him into a great nation.  

However, Israel is not in the land that God has promised Abraham, and the problem of 
sin introduced in Genesis has not been answered. Exodus 1:8–10 says ominously, “Now there 
arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the 
people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest 
they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from 
the land.” Pharaoh sets himself up as an enemy to God and his people. He enslaves Israel and 
deals with them harshly. As Israel continues to grow, he gives orders to have all male Israelite 
children slaughtered at birth. Eventually he calls for any male Israelite born to be cast into the 
Nile River. 

Under these circumstances, God raises up a deliverer for his people named Moses. An 
Israelite woman bears a son, and when she can no longer hide him, she makes a basket (the same 
word used for the ark that Noah built) and places the child in the basket and the basket into the 
Nile. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the baby in the basket, and though she knows he is an 
Israelite, she has pity on him and takes him into her home. In his grace, God not only protects 
this baby, but provides his own mother to care for him. Then we read, “10 When the child grew 
older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, 
“Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water” (Exodus 2:10). We should see the sovereign 
hand of God as he is preparing for the deliverance of his people from their slavery. 

Although Israel feels as though God has forgotten them, he has not. We read in Exodus 
2:23–25, “23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 
24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, 
and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.” God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and despite their sin, he intervenes to rescue them. This rescue 
comes through a deliverer, and it will be done in such a way that there is no mistaking the reality 
that God is the one who orchestrates salvation for his people.  

In Exodus 3, God reveals himself to Moses by appearing to him in a burning bush. Moses 
is to go to Pharaoh so that he can bring the people of Israel out of Egypt to the land that God has 
promised them. It is important to note that God is the one who initiates salvation for his people 
and that God calls and equips his people for the work he has for them to do. Despite God’s call, 
Moses is hesitant to accept this mission, believing that neither Pharaoh nor Israel will believe 
that God has sent him. But God, in his grace, then reveals his name to Moses and his purpose to 
bring Israel out of Egypt by a mighty hand. 
 God is setting up a showdown between himself and Pharaoh, who represents the powers 
of this world. In this showdown, God will demonstrate that he is the only one able to deliver, and 



	

that no king and no god is able to stand against him. Through a series of plagues culminating in 
the Passover, God demonstrates that there is no one like him. Pharaoh releases God’s people, 
who go into the wilderness to worship God. We call this liberation from Egypt the Exodus. 
 This salvation from oppression in Egypt is a demonstration of what God is doing in 
salvation history. The Exodus foreshadows what God has done for us in Jesus. Jesus has taken on 
flesh to bring about an exodus not just from political oppression, but from the oppression of sin 
and death. 
 God not only delivers his people from the Egyptians, but he also sustains them in the 
wilderness by providing water from a rock and manna from heaven. He reveals himself to them 
at Mount Sinai and makes them his own people by establishing a covenant with them. He dwells 
with them in the tabernacle and is ultimately leading them to the Promised Land.   
  All of this is foreshadowing what God is doing for his people in salvation history. 
Through Jesus, God is delivering us from sin and death. He has revealed himself to us in Jesus 
and through the Scriptures. He has made us into his own people by establishing a new covenant 
with us through the blood of Jesus. Through this new covenant, we are made holy. This means 
that we don’t just dwell near the Lord’s tabernacle, but that his Holy Spirit dwells in us. And as 
we await the arrival of the fullness of the kingdom of God to which the Promised Land points, 
Jesus sustains us. In the New Testament, Jesus tells us he is the bread of life and that he provides 
living water. 
 Exodus prepares us to see the hand of God at work throughout salvation history as he 
rescues a people for himself for his glory. Exodus prepares God’s people to see that he is a 
promise-keeping God. Throughout the Old Testament, the Israelites are reminded over and over 
again of the Exodus from Egypt as evidence of the kind of God we have—a God who is faithful 
to keep his promises, a God who is mighty to save, and a God who will dwell with his people. 
Now that we have seen that Jesus is the fulfillment of these expectations, we too can be 
encouraged as we await Jesus’ return and the fullness of the kingdom of God.  
 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, 
and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. How do your experiences with people impact your trust in them? 
2. What does Exodus teach us about God’s purposes? 
3. What does Exodus teach us about God’s character? 
4. Are there any New Testament teachings that you can think of that are informed by the 

happenings in Exodus? 
 
 
The Main Point 



	

 God keeps his promises. He is working out his plans and purposes to rescue a people for 
himself for his glory. We see this demonstrated in Exodus, which foreshadows what God has 
done for us in Jesus. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Hebrews 3:1–6 – Jesus is greater than Moses. 
• Hebrews 8:1–13 – Jesus establishes a new covenant, greater than the covenant given to 

Moses. 
• John 4:10; 7:37–39 – Jesus provides living water. 
• John 6:22–59 – Jesus teaches that he is the bread of life. 

  
 
  



	

Week 3 
Exodus 1 – Pharaoh’s Oppression and the Lord’s Provision for His People 
By Aaron Barnes 
 
Introduction 
 When I read of how time after time, Pharaoh attempts to snuff out the Hebrew nation, one 
of the things I continually come back to is the ant problem in my yard. Attempting to rid your 
yard of ants will take the entire summer and that’s only IF you have the availability to stay on 
task. With our busy schedules, I am lucky if I make it out to my yard once or twice in a month to 
spread granules or sprinkle the insect dust on the ant hills. And when I do, I feel like they 
multiply overnight... Ok. Don’t check out just yet. Stay with me. I am NOT equating God’s 
chosen people with an irritating insect in my yard that I want to rid myself of, nor am I equating 
myself with the Pharaoh of Egypt, though that might not be a bad illustration for another sermon. 
What I am saying is that when Pharaoh begins to fear the Hebrews because of how God is 
growing them in number, he is unable to thwart their growth. No matter what Pharaoh attempts, 
his plans fail—miserably, might I add. Not only do they not stop the growth of Israel, but they 
fail to even slow them down. In fact, all of his failed attempts appear to speed up the growth. 
This is because God’s plan is to bless Israel.  

We can take comfort in this story because we see that God’s purposes will continue and 
he will be victorious! He is sovereign in and over all of his creation...which includes us. 
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” We are HIS workmanship. God 
prepared his work beforehand and we are to simply WALK in those good works. In all of this, 
God wants us to participate willfully and not begrudgingly. We see that joy emanates from 
within us when we find ourselves obediently following Christ out of love for him and his ways. 
What we will see in Exodus 1, and especially in Exodus 2, is that God’s plans cannot be 
thwarted. Let us seek out where God is at work and join him there. 

 
 
 
Read Exodus 1 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. When was the last time you cared so much about a specific person/event in your life that 
you prayed about it more than one time?  

2. How do you process God’s goodness as you read about the atrocities in Exodus 1 and 
Matthew 2 with the killing of innocent children? 

3. When you think of the times in your life when your faith was tested the most, how did 
you respond? Did you grow in your faith or did you doubt God? How has that shaped 



	

your maturity in your faith today?  
 

 
Commentary 

God has always acted in ways that lead to his glory and the good of his people. The Bible 
is the same story from Genesis to Revelation. It tells us of how God acts to reveal his glory and 
provide redemption for his people. He does this mainly through ordinary means and ordinary 
people. Why does he choose to do this? Wouldn’t it make more sense to choose the best of the 
best? I mean, this is what happens in the movies I watch and the books I read. And these are the 
ones that seem to be on everyone’s shelves and on their screens. But this is different from the 
way God works.  

Ephesians 2:8–10 tells us that it is by grace through faith in Christ that we are saved, that 
it is not of our good works so that we have no room to boast in those good deeds. We are to 
simply walk in the ways that carry out his good works that he has planned in advance. Exodus is 
not about one man that overthrows an oppressive ruler. I admit, that would make for good TV 
today, but that is not what God willed. Exodus is not a book that we should read ourselves into, 
meaning that we should rebel against whomever is the current president, state, or local leader so 
that we might be able to be free to “worship in the wilderness” just as Moses and the Israelites 
did. Are there principles that we can glean from Exodus and apply to our lives today? Sure! Most 
certainly. But the fact remains that the book primarily points to the exodus that God provides 
through his son, Jesus. 

In his book, Exodus for You, Tim Chester makes it a point to say that, in the original 
Hebrew text, the beginning of Exodus begins with the word “And.” He says that this 
“immediately alerts us to the fact that this story is part of a bigger story.”1 This sets the tone for 
the entire book. Exodus was not written as a standalone book, but as the second book in a five-
book compilation known as the Pentateuch. These books were all written by the same individual, 
Moses. It is believed that he wrote these books while the nation of Israel wandered in the 
wilderness and before he passed his leadership on to Joshua. The first book, Genesis, ends with 
Jacob’s family being saved by an act of God through Joseph. Now we see the second book 
beginning with a similar tone, and what better way to continue the story of God’s provision than 
with the word “And.” Knowing these things helps to keep this part in the larger frame of 
reference. This is a continuation of what God began in the garden. He is continuing to care for 
his people and provide for them so that others may come to know him as good and trustworthy. 
 
Exodus 1:1–7 

Exodus begins where Genesis ends. Israel (aka Jacob) has passed away and his family 
has moved to Egypt where Joseph had become the Egyptian Prime Minister.2 We see at the end 
of Genesis that what Joseph’s brothers meant for evil, God meant for good. Because of their 
extreme jealousy, they had sold him into slavery so that they would not have to be around him. 
Joseph would end up in Egypt years before his family. God provided for Joseph and his family. 

																																																								
1 Tim Chester, Exodus for You (Epsom, England: The Good Book Company, 2021), 11. 
2 This title is one I borrow from Tim Chester. He gives Joseph this title because of the power and authority 

that the Pharaoh had given to him. Typically the Prime Minister of a country has the most power, second only to the 
ruling king at that time.  



	

Through God’s providence, Joseph climbed the proverbial leadership ladder and was placed over 
Egypt’s resources. Joseph became second in command to the Pharaoh. This proved to be 
essential to the survival of Joseph’s family and what we should see in this is that God will always 
provide his solution to the problems of the day. He is working in and through ordinary means so 
that others will come to know him as the good and trustworthy provider. 

If we were to stop at verse 6 as we read Exodus 1, we would certainly be in despair. 
Death is a certainty for us all. No number of vitamins we consume or lotions and oils we apply 
will save us. If the Lord tarries, we will die and be forgotten. That is a depressing thought for us. 
No one likes to talk about that reality. Why? Because without the hope of life after death, what’s 
the point in living? However, as children of God, our story does not end when our eyes close for 
the final time on earth. We have hope in Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our sins. Trusting in Jesus 
gives us hope for life after death. Thankfully, the story doesn’t end with verse 6. Verse 7 goes on 
to point us back to the one in control. God’s providential hand is at work. We read, “Then Joseph 
died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and 
increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with 
them” (Exodus 1:6–7). 

Joseph was a great leader. He looked to God as the ultimate authority and he walked in 
humility. What more can you ask for in a leader for God’s people? However, he is no longer in 
power and what we will see in the coming verses is that another pharaoh came into power that 
did not know Joseph. This could be seen as a moment of pain in the lives of the Hebrew nation. 
Yet, it was in this moment that God would continue to cause them to prosper in spite of trying 
times. They multiplied and became so large that the land was “filled with them.” This hearkens 
back to the times in the Garden with Adam and Eve and with Noah and the flood, doesn’t it? In 
Genesis 1, God creates everything. He created people. Then once he was finished, he gave Adam 
and Eve the command to be fruitful and multiply. Then in Genesis 8, God again tells his people 
to multiply and fill the earth. Here in Exodus 1, we see his people doing that very thing. Despite 
the failures and sins of previous generations, we see God causing his people to flourish.  
 
Exodus 1:8–21 

As we read through books of the Bible, one of the consistent themes is that government 
leaders never ultimately live up to what God desires for that position. Why is that the case? If 
God can do anything, why doesn’t he give his people a leader, or an office, that is unstained by 
the world? I think that it is mainly because he does not want us to be tempted to find in a person 
what can only be found in him. When we read passages of Scripture such as Romans 13, we see 
that God ordains all forms of government in order that they will work to hinder evil. 
Unfortunately for us, government, even if it has good intentions, will never be able to stop all of 
the evil that exists in this world. Why is that? Because of sin. Sin has so infiltrated all of our 
inner workings that even the best of us pale in comparison to the mercy and justice of the one 
that created us. The best of our leaders will fail. And yes, the best of pastors will fail at some 
point, as well. Why is that? It is because we can never live up to the standard God has intended 
for us to live up to. And why is that? It is because he desires for us to find true fulfillment in him 
alone. All throughout history, we see presidents, kings, and other leaders fall prey to sin. They 
can never be for us what God is for us. For us to look to them to solve the ultimate issues in our 
lives is a fool’s errand. Let us look to God, by the power of his Holy Spirit, through the finished 
work of Jesus, and let us walk in light of what he has done to us for his glory and our good.  



	

What we see happen next in Exodus 1 is an example of a leader failing to fulfill God’s 
desires and the disastrous consequences that can lead to. With the new pharaoh, the people of 
Israel no longer had a strong godly leader in the government to help protect them and their 
religious beliefs. We may feel like we can relate to this at times (regardless of what side of the 
political fence we land on). We can feel like the Israelites persecuted in Egypt. *PAUSE* 
Remember how I mentioned that Exodus is not about us, but that there are principles that we can 
apply to our lives today? When we read things like this in Scripture, we can be tempted to 
immediately put ourselves in the context of the Ancient Near East and begin thinking we know 
exactly what they were going through then. It is not that we cannot relate, it is more in the 
quickness in which we attempt to relate that we at times go astray. If we think that we directly 
insert ourselves into the story, we will often miss what the story is trying to teach us. We aren’t 
Israelites who are enslaved in Egypt. We don’t have a promise from God that we will be 
delivered from slavery and given a land of our own in this world. But this story is revealing 
something to us about God and his concern for his people. God hears Israel’s cry and remembers 
them. He judges the unjust ruler and delivers his people. And the rest of Scripture shows us that 
this is the kind of God we have. He is a God who keeps his promises and delivers his people. 
And we find that this deliverance from Egypt was just a foreshadowing of the deliverance that 
has been initiated and will come to fulfillment in Jesus. So while we may not experience a 
deliverance from whatever persecution we experience in this life from unjust rulers (remember 
that Israel was in captivity for 400 years so many of them did not either), we do know that God 
will judge all of humanity. Those who reject Jesus will be condemned for their sins, including 
the authorities who rule unjustly, while those who trust in Jesus will be delivered to a new life in 
a new kingdom in a new heaven and earth ruled by Jesus, the only king who can be trusted to 
rule with justice and righteousness forever. 

What we read about in Exodus is severe persecution. What most of us encounter on a 
daily basis through social media platforms or through direct order from our supervisors, may not 
be as severe as what the Hebrews were experiencing, but can still be seen and felt. Much like the 
Hebrew midwives, if you are being asked, or strongly encouraged, to act in a way that is contrary 
to God’s character, let me encourage you to continue reading on in Exodus. We will see how 
God works through the faithfulness of two Hebrew midwives to continue to frustrate and thwart 
the plans of Pharaoh. Now back to the text…  

Verses 9–10 shows Pharaoh’s fear of the Israelites in his declarations to his people. He 
wanted to plant the same fear of the Israelites in the hearts of every Egyptian. Why? So that he 
would remain in control. But we know how the story goes, the more oppression Pharaoh 
inflicted, the more blessing and provision God gave his people.  
 Realizing that slavery did not work to slow the growth of the Hebrews, Pharaoh went to 
the source...or so he thought. He called two of the Hebrew midwives and gave them a direct 
order to begin terminating all boys born to the Hebrew mothers. They were to let the girls live, 
but kill the boys. What a terrible thing. What could they do? To defy the king of Egypt was to 
pronounce your own death. But to defy the King of kings was a greater offense.  
What Jesus told his disciples a very long time after the Exodus is what the midwives chose to 
believe: “28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  Exodus 1:17 says, “17 But the midwives feared God and 
did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live.” Wow! Can you 
imagine what must have been going through their hearts and minds? May God give us that kind 
of courage when the day comes for us to take a stand. 



	

As you can imagine, the disobedience of Hebrew midwives did not please Pharaoh, but in 
fact, infuriated him. So much so that after he called them in to question them, he announced to 
the Egyptian people that they were to begin sacrificing the Hebrew boys by drowning them in the 
Nile river. Even in the midst of this horrendous event in history, God continued to bless his 
people and they continued to increase in number. Not only did he bless the Hebrew nation, but if 
we look at verses 20–21, we see that because of their obedience to God, the midwives (Shiphrah 
and Puah) were given families as well. We are always given the option of following God when 
faced with opposition. Will we choose to obey him and walk by faith? Or will we falter and walk 
in rebellion to him? Know this, obedience to God will always lead to our ultimate good, because 
it leads to his glory being revealed to the world around us. Obedience to God is to be desired 
over obedience to any other. 
 As we wrap up Exodus 1, this type of language sounds awfully familiar. Let’s take a look 
at 1:22, “22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.” Where have we heard that 
language before? Matthew 2 tells us of what was taking place when Jesus was born. Herod was 
the ruler of that day and was of similar character to that of Pharaoh in Moses’ day. In Matthew 
2:16, we read, “16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.” Herod 
ordered that all boys 2 years and younger were to be killed. He wanted them killed because he 
was afraid that this “new king” would attempt a coup. Thankfully, God knew this would happen. 
God sent an angel to warn Joseph about the violence that would be taking place. So Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus made their way to Egypt. This also fulfills the prophecy that were made about 
Jesus hundreds of years prior (Hosea 11:1). 

So, here we have two events that were intended to bring destruction down upon the 
people of God. And instead, God used that to deliver his people. We aren’t told in Exodus 1 what 
happens next. We are left with the darkness of Pharaoh’s decree. There will be times in our lives 
when we aren’t always told what will come next. There will be sickness and death. There will be 
pain and suffering. There may be days, weeks, months, and even years between when we begin 
praying for God to intervene and when he does. But friend, please do not lose hope. Even when 
we do not know when or if God will intervene on our behalf, we can still act upon the things we 
know that are true about God. He loves us. He cares for us. And we can worship him rightly in 
those truths. Because of what God has done through Jesus Christ, we can have hope that even in 
the darkest of nights, God is with us. He sees us. He hears us. In Exodus 2, we will take a closer 
look at that reality. But for now, we must wait.  
 
 
 
The Main Point 

God is sovereign. He cares for and about his people. He will not remain silent forever. He 
both wills and works all things to achieve his glory. He cannot and will not be stopped.  
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1:28 - The beginning of God commanding his people to reproduce, multiply, and 
fill the earth. 



	

• Genesis 8:13–19 - The flood waters dried up and Noah and his family left the ark. God 
commanded them to multiply. 

• Psalm 146:5–9 - God cares for and about those that cannot do for themselves. He cares 
for the oppressed and those that are being mistreated and abused. 

• Matthew 2 - King Herod’s decree to kill all boys 2 years and younger. 
• Matthew 10:28 - Jesus tells his disciples that it is more important to obey God, rather 

than man. 
• Ephesians 2 - God’s goodness toward us. It’s only by grace through faith in Christ that 

we are saved. We cannot earn our salvation. 
  



	

Week 4 
Exodus 2 – God Remembers His Covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
By Aaron Barnes 
 
Introduction 
 On his twitter account, Timothy Keller posted, “If we knew what God knows, we would 
ask exactly for what he gives.”3 How does that sit with you? If you are like me, you find it 
difficult sometimes to understand why God allows certain difficulties in your life and/or the lives 
of the ones you love. Why would he allow that family member to pass away when they did? Or 
why is that family member/friend far from God? Why doesn’t he act now and save them? In 
John 9, we read of a man born blind that has an encounter with Jesus. The disciples ask Jesus 
who was at fault that caused this blindness. Isn’t that just like us? Before we have taken 
inventory of our surroundings, we immediately blame someone else. Before we go to God and 
ask him for the reasoning behind the situation and what he wants to do through it (or us), we 
think that someone is to blame. However, when we finish John 9, we see that it was through the 
healing of the blind man that many others were able to hear of the good works of and be 
introduced to Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Exodus 1 and 2 can be a little hard to read, given the immediate context of the Pharaoh’s 
command to kill all the Hebrew baby boys. However, it is in the hard moments of Scripture that 
we should pause and pray. I want us to lean in to God’s faithfulness and his grace toward us 
through Jesus. He has always worked in ways that put his glory on display. He always works for 
our eternal good. To sum it up, and to transition us into the discussion, as Keller aptly states it, 
we would ask for what God wants for us to have IF we had the mind of God. Let us begin 
praying for a heart and mind like that of God. Let us seek to pray in ways that align with his 
Word and his will. 
 
 
 
Read Exodus 2 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. When was the last time you were confused about why God would allow a difficulty in 
your life? Share how or why you have chosen to trust him anyways. 

2. When someone is in need, do you find it easier to give them money in hopes that it will 
alleviate their burden, or do you prefer to walk alongside that person/family in an effort 
to help them? Different situations call for different responses. This is simply meant to get 
the conversation started about helping alleviate known burdens in the lives of the ones we 
know and love. 

																																																								
3 Timothy Keller, Twitter, January 20, 2014. 



	

3. Share a recent time in your life where God acted and how you plan to remind yourself of 
that moment in times of doubt and uncertainty. 

 

 
Commentary 

Let’s pick up where we left off. Pharaoh had just sent out the decree that all the Hebrew 
baby boys are to be drowned in the Nile River. His fear of losing his authority to the sheer 
number of the Israelites is coming to the surface. We see this in the way he responds to the 
Hebrews’ flourishing. Yet, in all of the horrible things Pharaoh was doing to the people of God, 
Pharaoh was never in control of their ultimate destiny. What we will see in the coming chapters 
is that God was very much still in control. God would orchestrate many things that we would not 
have chosen, allow wandering for 40 years, and through it all he would lead his people to the 
land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Tony Merida says, “This brings us to an important 
principle. We may think that things are falling apart sometimes, but remember God’s mysterious 
providence. God works out His perfect will in amazing ways. Trust in Him.”4 
 
Exodus 2:1–4 

Let’s try and imagine what it would be like in this section of Scripture. We have our 
newborn baby boy. Pharaoh has commanded that all baby boys be killed. What do you do? How 
do you respond? You already have two other children; an older daughter and son. So, this is not a 
question of will the family line continue. This is a question of whether or not you will obey the 
law of the land. I cannot imagine the stress and anxiety Moses’ family, especially his parents, 
was feeling. Thankfully, we see that Moses’ parents, particularly his mother, defied Pharaoh and 
kept Moses alive. We read that she cared for him until the point that “she could hide him no 
longer,” (verse 3). It was at that point that she placed him in a water-proof basket and placed him 
in the river.  

The word for basket used here is the same Hebrew word used in reference to Noah’s ark. 
This would have had a great impact on Moses’ readers. Remember when Exodus was written and 
what the people were going through? Moses is writing this book as they are heading into Canaan. 
They will encounter different peoples, religions, beliefs, sets of rules and moral codes. However, 
God has provided for his people throughout all time, so there is no reason for doubt in their 
minds. I think that Moses wants to make this abundantly clear. I think that’s why he uses this 
same word. God provided for his people in the flood. God provided for his people through the 
provision of Moses.5 This is a great opportunity to pause and remind ourselves of his 
faithfulness. God has always fulfilled his promises. All throughout the New Testament, when the 
apostles wanted to drive a point home they almost always pointed to God’s faithfulness in the 
past. A good one to point out is Stephen. When given the opportunity to put God on display for 
the high priest, Stephen gives his audience a brief, but thorough history of God’s faithfulness 
(Acts 7). When we find ourselves in times of doubt or uncertainty, may we, like the first leaders 
of the Church, reflect upon God’s goodness throughout time. 

																																																								
4 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Exodus, Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (Nashville, TN: B&H 

Publishing, 2014), 13. 
5 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Exodus, Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (Nashville, TN: B&H 

Publishing, 2014), 13.	



	

After putting her son in the ark, Moses’ mother is not able to bear the sight of her son 
possibly dying of starvation or worse, so she sends his older sister, Miriam, to watch after him. 
She faithfully watches after her younger brother as he floats helplessly in the river. We aren’t 
told how much time passed between when Moses was placed in the river and when Pharaoh’s 
daughter found him. What we do know is that God protected Moses. Think about it. If you do a 
quick search on the Nile River, you’ll find all types of wildlife that would have loved to have 
baby Moses for lunch. His basket could have turned over and he would have been drowned. 
Through all of these things, God wasn’t silent. He was not far. He was near. He was protecting. 
That is the God we serve. 
 
Exodus 2:5–10 

If you believe in coincidence, what takes place next is full of it. Here we have Pharaoh’s 
daughter as the one that happens upon baby Moses. The daughter of Pharaoh? Yep. How crazy is 
that?! There’s no way she didn’t know what the command was. She knew she was supposed to 
kill this baby boy, but did not. Layering on more irony here, it just so happened that there was a 
young Hebrew girl nearby that was very willing to help this Egyptian princess. Not only did she 
volunteer, she just so happened to know a woman that would be willing to nurse the baby boy. 
How crazy is that?! I do not believe coincidences. I know that God orchestrated this, so that 
through Moses, God would deliver his people. On a grander scale, what we see taking place in 
and through the life of Moses is a foreshadowing of what God would ultimately provide for his 
people. One day he would send his one and only son Jesus to do for humanity what they could 
never do for themselves. Jesus would come to pay the price for our deliverance from slavery to 
sin and death, freeing us to live in freedom in him. 
 
Exodus 2:11–22 

Many years passed before the next interaction in Scripture. We see Moses is now a grown 
man. A man with experience. A capable man. A man with the strength to cause physical harm. 
He sees an altercation take place between a Hebrew man and an Egyptian man. His response 
gives us a glimpse into what was possibly going on in his head. We read that he looked around 
before making his move. He steps in, kills the Egyptian, and buries the dead body in the sand. 
The very next day, another situation arose, but instead of it being between a Hebrew and an 
Egyptian it was between two Hebrews. Moses attempts to step in and act as judge between the 
two men, only to be met with hostility. Did he know that he would be the deliverer of God’s 
people? If so, was this his move? How did he think this would help God? One commentator 
makes this assumption drawing on Hebrews 11:24–27.6 He says that Moses’ attempt to deliver 
the Israelites from Egyptian oppression was in vain. However, what would later happen is a 
turning of the tables. God would use Moses to deliver and judge Israel, but only in his timing. 
There was more that Moses needed to learn about himself and, in the end, there was much that he 
needed to learn about God. 
 After being reprimanded by a Hebrew and hoping to not be found out as a traitor to 
Pharaoh, Moses runs away to a nearby land, Midian. In verses 16–22, we see Moses in another 
altercation, but this one ends in his favor. It leads to him gaining favor with the Priest of Midian, 
Reuel. Later we come to know this man, Reuel, as Jethro. As a reward for Moses helping to 
provide water for his daughters and their flocks of sheep, Jethro gives one of his daughters to 
Moses to be his wife. They have a son and name him Gershom. In verse 22, Moses says that “I 
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have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” and this is why his son was named this way. This gives 
us the feeling that Moses knows that Midian is not his final destination. It alludes to more in his 
story, he just isn’t sure what that might be. How about us? How do we see our place in time? 
Like Moses, we too are merely sojourners in this place. This is not our eternal home. While we 
are here, we are to work in a way that shows that God is good and we belong to him. What does 
this mean? One way we can do this is to seek out ways that we can deliver others from suffering 
and pain. We look for opportunities to help meet the needs of the abused, the forgotten, the 
helpless. Why? Because God cares for them. Because he wants them to know him eternally. 
Since God wants those things, we should also want those things for them. In James 2, we read 
that we are to not show partiality nor are we to sit idle as others suffer for things beyond their 
control. While we are here, let us work as he has commanded us. Let us work to alleviate pain 
where we can, while also being diligent in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with a lost and 
dying world. 
 
Exodus 2:23–25 

There isn’t enough time in the day nor room in this discussion to unpack all that is here in 
these final verses and the implications for us today. However, the main objective is to remember 
that God knows. Let’s read Exodus 2:23–25, 

 
23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came up 
to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew. 

 
By the time we finish Exodus 2, we see that God is not only concerned for the spiritual 

health and vitality of his people, he is also concerned for them physically. All of the slavery, the 
spiritual, physical, and emotional oppression, God sees. He knows what is happening. This 
should bring us comfort. Regardless of whether or not we think God hears us or sees us, we can 
be encouraged by these verses. Friends, wherever you are right now, be encouraged. God sees 
you. He hears you. Turn to him. He will rescue you. It may not be the physical deliverance that 
we may be seeking, but he will rescue you eternally. And eternal redemption is of much more 
importance than the momentary afflictions and inconveniences that we may face today. 
 You may ask yourself, “Does God forget? Verse 24 says that God ‘remembered.’ Does 
this mean that we have to remind God of what he promised?” When you read this verse, and 
others in Scripture of when God remembers, you need to know that this means that God acts 
upon his promises. We are reminded of this truth in Numbers 23:19 when the wicked king Balak 
attempts to hire the false prophet Balaam to prophesy a curse against Israel. What ends up being 
prophesied is the exact opposite; blessing instead of cursing. Balaam prophesies, “God is not 
man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he 
not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” God is not like man. He does not need to 
be reminded of his words. What he wills, he will cause to happen for his glory and our good. 
 Speaking to the physical and emotional oppression of God’s people, we are commanded 
by God to act accordingly. We can do this by being intentional with our relationships. When we 
have the opportunity to make our voices heard, we should speak up in a way that is God-
honoring for all people. If given the chance to affect change, we should step into those with 
joyful hearts knowing that we are his ambassadors (2 Cor 5:20). When asked what the greatest 



	

commandment was, Jesus responds that it is loving God with all that we are and loving one 
another as we love ourselves. This means that we should not only work to take the gospel to the 
nations, but work to alleviate the suffering of others when we are able to do so. 1 John 4:7–21 
tells us of the love of God and that he is, in fact, love. When we share the gospel with others, we 
are loving them. We are loving God and loving others when we point others to him. Another way 
we can love others is looking for opportunities to help others out in times of need. It can be 
something as simple as being a loving ear to listen to a friend as they struggle through hardships. 
In other situations, it may cost you more than just time. You may find yourself in a position to 
help a struggling family who has not had the best financial history, by helping the parents with 
budgeting tips you’ve picked up along the way. Maybe you’re in a position to house a single 
mother and her children as they look for a new place to call home. Whatever the situation, 
whomever it is you’re helping, we are commanded to help “the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). 
Who has God placed in your life that you can seek to help? How can you be the hands and feet 
of Jesus, all the while, sharing the gospel with them in hopes that they receive Christ and are able 
to find themselves in better days in the future? By acting in ways that God has demonstrated in 
the Bible, we prove ourselves to be true children of God and faithful to be obedient in all things. 
 At the closing of Chapter 2, we are reminded one more time that God knows all things. 
What has happened thus far has not taken him by surprise. God is sovereign. God wills all things 
for his glory. In our finite state, we are not able to comprehend his reasoning. However, that does 
not absolve us from responsibility for our decisions. We are held responsible for what we have 
been given. How will we respond? God knew what Israel was going through and we will see 
how he responds. God is good, y’all. He can be trusted with the hard places in our lives. 
 
 
 
The Main Point 

God is not silent. God is always present. He will provide for his glory and our good as 
believers. He may not always act in ways that we might want him to in the moment, but the end 
result will always be what we need. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Numbers 23:19–24 - Balaam prophesies blessing over Israel. 
• Matthew 22:34–40 - Jesus gives the two greatest commandments.  
• Matthew 25:31–46 - Serving others in the name of Jesus is what we are commanded to 

do. Using our gifts and resources in a way that glorifies God and serves other people is a 
way that we can be on mission. 

• John 9 - Jesus tells his disciples that the man born blind was born this way so that God’s 
glory would be revealed through him. 

• Acts 7 - Stephen is taken before the high priest to give an account. In this confrontation, 
Stephen shares the gospel and is subsequently martyred because of it. 

• Hebrews 11:24–27 - Even though he was raised in Pharaoh’s house, Moses identified 
with his people over Egyptian royalty. 

• 1 John 4:7–21 - God is love. 
  



	

Week 5 
Exodus 3:1–22 – God Reveals Himself and Calls Moses 
By Garrett Pinkerton 
 
Introduction 
 Often, when I am tasked with doing something that I hadn’t prepared for or practiced, I 
go into the task with a certain amount of uneasiness or anxiety. For example, when I was 
teaching this spring in my internship, we had a large class of 40 students, and things often went 
wrong. One day, the Wi-Fi went out in the classroom and we had to split the class into two 
rooms for the lesson. The teacher I was placed with had planned the lesson for that day. I had a 
general idea of what was going on, but I had not equipped myself to lead the classroom through 
the next hour of chemistry. I was asked to take half the class and present the material in the best 
way possible, and of course, I made it through. Students may not have learned everything 
perfectly that day, but we got through. It is in situations like these I feel unsettled as I go about 
the task.  
 In Exodus 3, we see God call Moses to be an advocate and a messenger for God and his 
people. He asks Moses to speak with the elders and Egyptian rulers after he had been nothing but 
a shepherd in the wilderness for years! While Moses did not feel prepared and was not prepared, 
God tells him that he will be with him. And God does the same for us today. When we read the 
great commission (Matthew 28:18–20) that tells us to go and make disciples, teaching them to 
observe all that the Lord has commanded, we can find peace and joy in knowing that God has 
gone before us and that he is in control. His plans for the salvation of his people do not rest on 
our shoulders, but God uses us as characters in the story of salvation from sin and death. So, let 
us not be a people who try to save ourselves, but realize that Jesus perfects us by his blood. 
 
 
 
Read Exodus 3:1–22 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. What are some examples of people in the Bible like Moses who God calls on to serve 
him, despite seeming inadequacies and weaknesses? 

2. Have there been tasks you feel that God has called on you to do for which you have felt 
unqualified? 

3. How can we focus on having a “higher sense of God’s presence” rather than thinking 
about how we measure up? 

 
 
Commentary 



	

Chapter 3 of Exodus tells us a lot about the Lord. It contains a plethora of information 
about the character of God through Moses’ encounter with the burning bush, God’s 
remembrance of his promises, and his plans for his people. As we delve into Exodus 3, think 
about the many ways that God’s character is unveiled as the story unfolds. 
 
3:1–6 – The first few verses of Exodus 3 describe the scene before Moses’ encounter with the 
living God. It’s important to note that Moses is a shepherd for his father-in-law and for many 
years has been in a position that is looked down on – at least by Egyptian rulers.7 This becomes 
relevant when we get to verse 11. As Moses is shepherding his flock, he comes to Horeb, which 
is called, “the mountain of God.” This is assumed to be the same place as Mount Sinai.8 In verse 
2, the Lord appears to Moses in “a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush.” The burning bush, 
however, is “not consumed.” While it may seem a bit silly to think of God as a fire – a pleasing 
sight to the eyes yet too hot to be close to without getting burned – this is an awesome 
demonstration of our God’s character. God is unchanging – the bush is not consumed by the fire 
but exists without burning out. 

We also see that God is holy. When God calls out, “Moses! Moses!” and Moses replies, 
“Here I am,” Moses was instructed not to come near God in the fiery bush, but rather to remove 
his sandals, for he was on holy ground. He is so holy that we are unable to be in his presence 
because of our sin. This is evident in God’s warning to not come near him. In verse 6, we see 
Moses hiding his face from the Lord. 

Finally, we see that God remembers his promises. God appears to Moses after hearing 
Israel’s groans (Exodus 2:24) and remembering his promises to them. He calls Moses to do 
something that, as we find out in verse 11, he does not feel at all qualified to do. Apart from the 
Holy Spirit’s work in us, there is no way for us to find God or to be qualified to serve him. He 
calls us and equips us. In verse 6, God identifies himself as the God of Moses’ father, and the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God is saying he keeps his promises to his people.  
 Going back to Genesis, we know that God promised Abraham that his people would be in 
the situation they find themselves in here. God told him in Genesis 15:13 that his offspring 
would be “servants” and “sojourners” and they would be “afflicted for four hundred years.” 
However, he also promised deliverance – judgment on Egypt and gifts for Israel as they were 
delivered out of captivity. In Genesis 17:8, God promises to give Abraham’s offspring the land 
of Canaan and that he will be their God. In Exodus 3, God’s people have cried out to him and he 
has heard their cries and remembered his covenant. God is putting his plan of redemption into 
action. 
 
3:7–12 – In verses 7–9, God explains to Moses that he has heard the cries of his people and plans 
to deliver them from their sufferings and captivity in Egypt. This tells us that God is a God who 
sees those who are oppressed and suffering. He desires to see them set free, both from physical 
suffering and, as we see in the New Testament from their bondage to sin. He wants to deliver his 
people from suffering at the hands of others’ sinful natures and from the suffering that comes 
from the sin in their own flesh. We can be sure that God hears his people’s cries and prayers and 
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responds in his good and perfect timing. This idea of waiting on God’s timing is a difficult pill to 
swallow in today’s world. We have iPhones, right? Siri, Google, and Wi-Fi – all these things 
allow us to get the things or information we need whenever we need it. Just because we are used 
to having our questions answered immediately, we should not think that God responds how we 
want, when we want. Thankfully. I believe that this is the core of following Christ is trusting 
God to be God and submitting to him as his creation. We should trust and believe in God’s plans 
for the redemption of creation, even during suffering. Why? Because Jesus has made a way for 
us to know the Father and in Christ we are eternally secure. 
 In verse 10, God tells Moses his plans to send him to Pharaoh to lead Israel out of Egypt. 
But in verse 11, Moses asks God, “Who am I?” If we remember that Moses has been a shepherd 
for 40 years and that Egyptians don’t respect shepherds,9 we better understand Moses’ response 
to God. He knows he is far from having any authority or respect in Egypt, and questions God’s 
choice for him to go to Pharaoh. God responds to Moses with an answer that Moses likely wasn’t 
anticipating, but that was the only answer that could make sense for the task he was assigned. 
God says, “But I will be with you.” Tim Chester sums this up well in his book, Exodus for You. 
He says that Moses “does not need to have higher self-esteem; he needs a higher sense of God’s 
presence.”10 Who could apply that to their life today? I’ll go ahead and raise my hand. God then 
tells Moses that he will know God has sent him and delivered his people when they worship him 
on that very mountain.  
 Before going any further, I want to point out how this whole story points to Christ. It is 
no coincidence that Moses, who is a shepherd, was called to lead God’s people out of Egyptian 
captivity and into the promised land. Jesus says in John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd.” 
Deuteronomy 18:15 records Moses saying, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen…” The story of God’s 
redemption of Israel through Moses’ leadership points us to the Good Shepherd who redeems his 
people from all sin and leads us from death unto life. It gives all Christians a hope that there 
would be one like Moses who will come and lead God’s people into the promised land to dwell 
with the Lord eternally. Jesus came as the good shepherd – a servant of all servants, a sojourner 
in a broken world, but one with all authority in heaven and earth – to bring freedom to God’s 
people from slavery to sin and death. And for that, we owe him all of our praise. 
 
3:13–22 – In verse 13, Moses asks God what to tell his people if, when he speaks to them, they 
ask, “what is his God’s name?” The Lord responds with perhaps some of the most profound 
words in all of the Scriptures in verse 14—“God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ And he said, 
‘Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” This profound statement, along with 
God’s reference to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in verse 15, shows us and Israel that God is the 
same God today, yesterday, tomorrow, and throughout all creation. He’s the same God who 
created the heavens and earth, who made promises to Abraham, and who spoke to Moses in the 
flame of a burning bush which would not be consumed. He is the God who was and is and is to 
come. The Hebrew terms YHWH (which is written as LORD in English Bibles and translated as I 
AM) and “hayah” (most closely meaning “to be”) tell us that when God says I AM, he is 
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revealing that he exists eternally and is Lord over all creation.11 This is some technical stuff that I 
honestly don’t know much about beyond what I’ve read in commentaries. But I include it here 
and believe it is important to understand because Jesus is Lord. He was, is, and always will be 
the only salvation for man. He was there in the beginning of creation, he was there as I AM in 
Exodus, and he is interceding for us even now as we navigate life and walk in the light of the 
gospel of Christ.  
 In verses 15–22, God gives Moses instructions to remind Israel of his covenant with 
Abraham and to inform the elders that God sees their oppression and suffering and will deliver 
them out of Egypt. He also tells Moses that the elders will listen to him. He is to go to the king of 
Egypt and request a time to worship the Lord in the wilderness. Finally, God tells Moses that the 
king will not release them unless he is compelled by God’s own hand. This will happen as God 
plagues Egypt with suffering and delivers Israel from Egypt so powerfully that Egypt sends them 
out with gifts as they go.  
 God demonstrates so many of his great characteristics in this chapter of Exodus. He is so 
holy that we may not exist in his presence apart from Jesus perfecting our faith in him. He is 
concerned for his people in oppression and suffering. He is a keeper of promises to Israel. He 
calls his people despite the reality that they are unequipped, and he equips those who he calls 
through his Holy Spirit. And finally, he redeems those who believe his promises are true.  
 
 
 
The Main Point 

God reveals himself to Moses as the God who has promised to redeem Israel from 
captivity. He calls Moses to deliver his message to his people and to the Egyptian rulers as part 
of his plan for the deliverance of Israel. In doing so, he demonstrates his abundant holiness, love, 
and mercy to those whom he calls his own. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 15:13–15 – God tells Abraham what will happen to his descendants in Egypt 
four hundred years in the future.  

• Genesis 17:8 – God promises a land for Israel, and that he will be their God. 
• Genesis 50:24 – Joseph looks forward to God fulfilling his promises to Abraham, Isaac, 

an Jacob.  
• Exodus 2:24 – God remembers his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
• Deuteronomy 18:15 – God will raise up a prophet like Moses that his people will listen 

to. This finds its fulfillment in Jesus. 
• John 10 – Jesus lays down his life to rescue his people.  

  

																																																								
11 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Exodus, Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (Nashville, TN: 

B&H Publishing, 2014), 26. 



	

Week 6 
Exodus 4:1–31 – Moses’ Doubt and God’s Provision 
By Sebastian Schmidt 
 
Introduction 
 I remember it like it was yesterday. About two years ago, as a family we had just started 
to really feel at home in Tuscaloosa and Anchor seemed to be exactly the right place for us 
spiritually. 

It was after a church service when one of the elders (Michael Green) approached me and 
asked if my wife Christiane and I would consider leading a community group. To be honest, the 
first thing that crossed my mind was: Doesn’t Michael know how much of an introverted guy I 
am and how little I like to speak in front of other people. What in the world made him think I 
could be part of leading a group? I told Michael that we would think and pray about it in the 
next few days. Naturally, we thought about possible excuses first. However, we also prayed to 
God to show us what He wants us to do. And He did! All the made-up reasons seemed to get less 
and less convincing, and after a couple of days of wrestling against our desire to stay in our 
comfort zone, we said yes to leading a community group. 

It sounded easier than it actually was, and the following months were a very intense time, 
especially for me. I was so nervous and I told myself many times: “Just don’t mess this up!” I 
thought I needed to do all of that on my own and it all depended on my performance. I compared 
myself to the established community group leaders and thought I will never measure up. I 
thought I had to rely on myself instead of God. 

Two years later, I am so thankful to God that He helped us through that time and got us to 
understand that it is not about us, but about Him. He is in control! And if we are willing, He 
might use us to accomplish His will. If it is His will, people’s hearts are being opened to receive 
the gospel, even through individuals like me who cannot come up with polished, eloquent 
speeches. 

After reading Exodus 3 and 4, I can relate pretty well to Moses’ hesitancy to go to Egypt 
to tell the Israelites and pharaoh about the task he received from God. Everyone likely knows 
these situations. You know the right thing to do, but you think there are others who can do a 
better job. Or you just postpone your commitment, hoping you might get a feeling that you are 
equipped enough to take the next step. What if that day never comes and you miss chances that 
God has laid out in front of you? I believe that God can and will use us in every stage of our 
spiritual maturity. There’s this saying: God does not call the equipped, he equips the called. If 
God wants to use us to accomplish His plans, we should faithfully trust in His abilities alone! He 
is able! He will not fail! 
 
 
Read Exodus 4:1–31 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 



	

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. Have you ever had a moment when you thought God was calling you to do a certain task? 
2. When was the last time you felt God’s calling but you found enough “reasons” to be 

unavailable? 
3. If you followed God’s calling, did it turn out ok? Did any of your fears come true? In 

hindsight, do you feel like you also benefited from this?  
4. Is there any sin in your life that you are struggling to overcome which hinders you from 

entering into a closer relationship to God?  

 

 
Commentary 
4:1–17 

Moses’ reaction to God’s calling shows most people’s first reaction when they hear a 
clear calling from God which doesn’t align with their own plans. In these situations, people try to 
find reasons that they are not equipped enough or that others are just a better fit to do that job. 
After God has clearly told Moses his plans to deliver the Israelites out of Pharaoh’s hands in 
Exodus 3, Moses starts negotiating with God that he is not the right fit for the task (“They will 
not believe in me”, “I am not eloquent”). 

From our perspective it can be easy to say Moses is naïve in trying to bargain with God. 
He was talking to the almighty God of the universe. God laid out his plan to rescue his people. 
Considering his own story, this should have been something Moses would have been looking 
forward to: Delivering the Israelites from the Egyptian slavery (Genesis 46:4). Moses had seen 
first-hand how bad the Israelites had been treated when he was still living in Egypt 40 years ago. 
He himself had killed an Egyptian (Exodus 2:11–12) in an attempt to avenge the oppression of 
his fellow Hebrew. After he killed the man, he fled to the land of Midian, married Zipporah, the 
daughter of Jethro who was a Midianite priest, and became father to Gershom, his firstborn son.  

Now God chooses Moses to lead his people after Moses had been hiding in Midian for 40 
years. And Moses has nothing better to do than to find excuses. How often do we find ourselves 
in this situation? We know that something would be the right thing to do but we doubt God and 
try to talk our way out of it. God, in his grace, even offers solutions for every fear that Moses 
expresses. He shows him how to perform signs, so that the Israelites would believe that he was 
sent by God (staff to snake to staff, healthy skin to leprous skin and back, water from Nile to 
blood).  

What stands out to me here is how God is using a simple staff, which Moses probably 
carried around for many years, a simple rod, to show his power. Moses probably never ascribed 
any supernatural power to that staff. The staff for sure doesn’t have any power on its own. But if 
God uses it, it can be a very special tool to convince people to believe in His power. Clearly, 
even Moses can be used by God to do things he would not be able to do without Him. 

Still, even after all of this, Moses does not want to go, and claims that he is not a good 
speaker. God reassures Moses by reminding him that he is the Creator of everything and that he 
even made his mouth and that He will reveal to Moses what to say at the given time. He also is 
the one who created ears and eyes, and therefore will open the ears and eyes of the Israelite’s to 
receive God’s message spoken through Moses’ mouth (verse 11). These verses point out that 



	

Moses still relies too much on himself. Every concern is centered around him and he is afraid to 
step out of his comfort zone.  

This is one of the big mistakes we can make as Christians. We tend to think it is about us 
and our abilities. However, the Bible tells us repeatedly that it is not us but the Holy Spirit in us 
who enables us to be used as God’s tools. If we trust in him, God speaks through us. It is more 
about faithfully trusting in him than about our abilities.  

God has dealt with both of Moses’ biggest concerns, yet he is still not on board and pulls 
the last ace from his sleeve: “Oh my Lord, please send someone else.” To me, all of this looks 
more like Moses trying to use his “inabilities” as an excuse to distract from his unavailability. 
From the beginning of the conversation it seems like it was most likely not about abilities, but 
about Moses’ availability (or unwillingness). This made God angry. But again, He helps Moses 
overcome his last concern and gives him Aaron as a helper. Aaron will be the one who is going 
to tell the people what Moses wants to tell them.  
 
4:18–23 

Moses finally accepts his call to go back to Egypt and goes on to inform his father-in-law 
Jethro about his plans. Jethro grants his wish and Moses packs up his family and starts the trip to 
Egypt. God again tells Moses how to approach Pharaoh and he forewarns Moses that he will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart. Then he makes a remarkable statement: “Israel is my firstborn son” 
(Exodus 4:22). If Pharaoh is not willing to let his people go, God’s drastic action would be the 
only way to convince Pharaoh to release the Israelites. This would occur through the killing of 
every firstborn son in Egypt. 
 
4:24–26 

At this point of Chapter 4 you would think everything seems to be working out. Moses 
was convinced to go and had received instructions about his mission. But then we read verses 
24–26 which do not seem to make a lot of sense at first. It is easy to read over them quickly and 
to move on in the story. But if we believe that the Bible is the word of God and that every 
passage was meant to be there and to serve a purpose, we need to try to understand what God is 
wanting to tell us. Moses was sent as an ambassador of God, to be a leader to his people, and to 
negotiate with Pharaoh to set the nation of Israel free so Moses can lead them to the promised 
land.  

But God does not like the fact that Moses has not fulfilled one of the most basic Jewish 
instructions from the Abrahamic Covenant: The circumcision of a newborn son on the eighth 
day. This law was given to Abraham in Genesis 17:10–13. Circumcision is the sign of the 
covenant between God and all his people in the Old Testament. Moses and Zipporah were living 
in obvious disobedience to the law. In verse 24, it states, “the Lord met him and sought to put 
him to death.” Some Bible translations use Moses instead of “him.” But it isn’t clear in the 
original Hebrew text who the “him” refers to, so “him” could stand for either Moses or his 
firstborn son Gershom. The Bible also doesn’t say why Gershom wasn’t circumcised. Maybe 
Moses, who married Zipporah, a daughter of a Midianite priest, had adopted Midianite culture. 
But this is just speculation. Most likely, in my opinion, God was about to kill Moses which 
forced Zipporah to take immediate action and circumcise Gershon. It is interesting that Zipporah 
knew what to do. This backs the theory that she knew about the covenant and just realized at this 
very moment how important it was to keep it.  



	

In this scene, a life was spared because of the shedding of blood. This could be already a 
foreshadowing of how Christ was going to deal with our sin through his death on the cross to 
spare us and reconcile us to God. After the circumcision is done, Zipporah throws the foreskin at 
Moses’s feet and calls him “a bridegroom of blood”. What is that trying to tell us? One way to 
interpret it is that Zipporah was blaming Moses because he did not circumcise his son, as it 
would have been his duty. Or she now understands the importance of the covenant. Again, this 
could be a foreshadowing of the church as the bride and Christ, our bridegroom of blood. It is 
through His blood being shed for us that we will be saved. 

Overall, I think this passage is teaching us how important it is that we all, and especially 
leaders of the church, must not live in obvious rebellion to God. If they know that they do wrong 
and do not repent, but rather keep sinning, it will have bad consequences for them and the church 
they are leading. God knows this and is reminding Moses about the importance of his task and 
about how critical it is that he sets a good example for the people he is going to lead. 
 
4:27–31 

Aaron was told by God to meet with Moses on his way to Egypt. They met, and Moses 
tells Aaron everything the Lord has revealed to him. Then they meet the elders of the Israelites 
and Aaron speaks to them and Moses performs all the signs. The people of Israel accept Moses 
as their deliverer from the oppression in Egypt. They believe that he was the one they have 
prayed for to God for so many years. Forty years after Moses killed the Egyptian, God is still 
with him and lets Moses perform signs which the Israelites believed. 

How often do we try to do the right thing but on our own terms and timing, believing in 
our own strength? It is not us who can make people believe in Jesus, it is God who opens their 
hearts and he does it in his timing. We need to stand ready and available for God to work through 
us when he is calling us. 
 
 
The Main Point 

If God reveals his plans to us, we should be willing to trust in his sovereignty. Our 
decision to take the next step should not be based on our abilities but on God’s plan for us. It is 
all about sis calling not our abilities. His calling enables us. It is more about our availability than 
our abilities. If we answer his calling, we will experience a much deeper relationship with God 
and his church. Be ready to invest yourself in Gods eternal future/economy. 

Do not be afraid. If he is with us, who can be against us? He is our Good Shepherd. He 
will guide us through our earthly life even if we do not immediately see where the next step is 
leading. But if we trust in and follow him, we can be sure we will be part of his plan and his 
heavenly kingdom. 

 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 1 Corinthians 7:17 – God has assigned each of us a life to live. 
• Hebrews 12:1–2 – We should live our lives purposefully, looking to Jesus. 
• Ephesians 1:11 – “In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will…” 



	

• Psalm 56:3–4 – We have nothing to fear when we trust in the Lord.  
• Jeremiah 17:7–8 – Those who trust in the Lord thrive. 
• Proverbs 3:5–6 – We are to trust in the Lord even more than our own understanding. 
• Matthew 6:25 – We need not be anxious about our lives if we are children of God.  
• Joshua 1:9 – God is trustworthy in all of our circumstances.  

 
  



	

Week 7 
Exodus 5:1–6:30 – Believing God’s Promises in the Midst of Difficulty 
By Brandon Wingler 
 
Introduction 
 For those of us who are believers, we can usually identify one or many individuals who 
told us the good news of Jesus Christ and what he has done and is doing for us. For me, I always 
remember Lori, the mother of one of my childhood friends from church. Lori served faithfully in 
children’s ministry for several years and I can hardly recall a single time where she ever seemed 
to put herself before others. She loved deeply, cared passionately, and proclaimed the gospel of 
Jesus Christ boldly. She told me about Jesus and helped me recognize my need for him. Because 
of faithful believers like Lori, I came to know Christ and my life has never been the same.  
 About ten years later, Lori’s life would never be the same. Lori was diagnosed with brain 
cancer in her mid-forties. Through this, her faith was stretched to the uttermost limit. Every day 
was a battle for where she would place her hope. Lori’s cancer grew worse. She lost most of her 
vision. Her memory began to run dry. Eventually, she fell into a coma. She prayed for healing, 
but healing did not come on this side of eternity. Could she really trust that God was good and 
that he would deliver her from her suffering? 

But through all of this, Lori trusted in Christ. She placed her hope in Christ. When doubts 
about God’s goodness crept into her mind, she remembered God’s promises and clung to them 
tightly. When the pain of sickness overwhelmed her, she rested with absolute confidence that 
Christ had authority over sickness and over death. So when the cancer finally claimed Lori’s life, 
she knew that ultimately Christ had claim over her life.  
 With all that being said, I think I should acknowledge a couple of things. Lori was no 
superhuman. She was an ordinary person who wrestled with doubts and sin just like you and I 
do. I’m sure she had plenty of times when she was angry, frustrated, and sorrowful. I’m sure she 
spent several nights crying out to God wondering, “When will you deliver me from this 
suffering, Lord? Why me? Why this?” But Lori did not ultimately let her circumstances 
determine her outlook on life. She clung to Christ, she sang of his goodness and his mercy, even 
in the midst of suffering. Even to the last day she was conscious, I remember her glorifying God 
and trusting in him.  

When we go through hard times, will we believe that God is good and that he can be 
trusted? Will our words and our actions communicate to a dying and hopeless world that a living 
God offers us eternal hope in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ?  
 
 
 
Read Exodus 5:1–6:30 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 



	

Passage Specific Questions 
1. How do you respond when difficulty comes your way? 
2. How does our response to difficulty reflect our relationship with the Lord? How does it 

reveal the affections of our heart? 
3. Why is it important to remember both what God has redeemed us from and what God has 

redeemed us for?  
4. How can we as a body of brothers and sisters in Christ support each other in times of 

doubt and difficulty? 
 
 
Commentary 

Chapter five launches into the next part of the narrative in Exodus. This section unfolds 
the conflict between Pharaoh (the ruler of Egypt and symbolic representative of Egypt’s gods) 
and Moses (the leader of the Israelites and the representative of Yahweh – the God of Israel). On 
one level, this conflict is between Moses and Pharaoh, and on a grander level between Israel and 
Egypt. But this conflict is more significant – it is a conflict between the many false gods of 
Egypt and the one true God of Israel. However, this is not a dualistic conflict where both sides 
possess equal strength and struggle with one another. Instead, the God of Israel is shown to be 
supremely sovereign and in control of all his creation while the gods of Egypt are proven to be 
powerless.12 In contrast to the gods of Egypt who cannot save and protect the Egyptians, the God 
of Israel remembers his covenant and carries out his promises to redeem his people from their 
slavery, so that they may be liberated to worship and serve him. This exodus foreshadows the 
greater exodus where Christ redeems us from our slavery to sin and liberates us to worship and 
serve him.   
 
Exodus 5:1–23 
 Moses and Aaron approach Pharaoh to deliver God’s demand: “Let my people go, that 
they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness” (v. 1). Pharaoh responds, “Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let 
Israel go” (v. 2). Pharaoh’s response here can be understood one of two ways. On one hand, 
Pharaoh may be explaining that he genuinely does not have knowledge of the Lord. On the other 
hand, and what I think is the case, is that Pharaoh’s response is open defiance and mocking of the 
God of Israel who would dare to challenge Pharaoh’s authority and issue such a demand.  
 After Pharaoh’s defiant response, Moses and Aaron plead with Pharaoh to let them go to 
the wilderness to hold a feast and worship their God. To emphasize the seriousness of their 
request, they explain that they must do so, or God may “fall upon us with pestilence and the 
sword” (v. 3). Pharaoh again refuses their request. Ironically, it is Pharaoh and the rest of Egypt 
who will soon be met with plagues, famine, and death for their defiance towards God and their 
harsh treatment of the Israelites. 
 Instead of receiving temporary relief from their toil to worship God in the wilderness, the 
Israelites are given more work. Without lowering their quota of bricks to be made, Pharaoh 
commands the “taskmasters of the people and their foremen” to no longer give the Israelites 
straw to make bricks. Rather than submit to the Lord’s demand to let the Israelites rest from their 

																																																								
12 In referring to the “gods of Egypt,” it is not meant to imply that these gods were real but rather were 

symbolic of the false system of faith created and embraced by the Egyptians (see Exodus 12:12). 



	

work, Pharaoh exerts his demand on the Israelites by greatly increasing their burden.  
 In the previous chapter, the Israelites “believed; and when they heard that the Lord had 
visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and 
worshiped” (4:31). Yet now their situation was worse than before. By not being given straw, the 
Israelites needed to scour the land for stubble, a highly ineffective and scarce substitute for 
straw. The task before them was essentially impossible. Furthermore, their appeals to Pharaoh to 
recognize their unfair treatment and reduce their workload were fruitless. With an unbearable 
burden and a fading spirit, the Israelites were left to question if God really was good and if he 
could be trusted.  
 We see this frustration come out first toward Moses when the Israelite foremen accuse 
him and Aaron of increasing the wrath of the Egyptians upon them. Embedded within their 
accusation is a prominent belief that persists to this day. That belief is that God would never let 
suffering fall upon his people. Tied to this idea is a set of all-too-common attitudes that we all 
take up from time to time. Those attitudes include thankfulness when we get what we want, but 
criticism and complaint when we do not get our way or when circumstances in our life don’t go 
the way we think they should go. Think about it. When we get that new job we wanted, or finally 
get that house we’ve been longing for, or whatever it is, we probably find it easy to be thankful. 
But when circumstances in life don’t go well, we can be quick to complain, to criticize God, and 
to lose trust in him.   
 Moses reflects this attitude in his complaint to God at the end of chapter five. Moses 
blames God for the cruelty and suffering that they have endured. He then charges God with 
failing to rescue his people. These are serious remarks and they reflect the sinful nature we all 
wrestle with. Moses and the Israelites will continue to wrestle with this same attitude. The hard 
lesson they had to learn, and one we must also learn, is that God’s timing and plan will not 
always align with our expectations. And if God is truly good and trustworthy, then his timing and 
plan is better for us than anything we could ever dream up.  
 
Exodus 6:1–13 

Note on the name “Lord”: In our English translations of the Bible, the name “Lord” in 
small capital letters refers to the name Yahweh. Yahweh, as discussed in chapter three, refers to 
the personal name of God and symbolizes His covenant relationship with his people.  
 
 Chapter six opens with God’s response to Moses’ complaint. Instead of giving a step-by-
step explanation for why he has allowed the Israelites to experience increased cruelty by the 
Egyptians, God tells Moses again (see 3:19–20) that he will compel Pharaoh with a mighty hand 
to let the Israelites leave Egypt. In verses 2–8, God reminds Moses of his character and his 
covenant faithfulness to his people. God does this by declaring to Moses, “I am the Lord” (see 
note), by recalling his revelation and covenant promise to Israel’s forefathers and their 
descendants, and by acknowledging the groanings of the enslaved Israelites. He then charges 
Moses to tell Israel that the Lord will redeem them from slavery in Egypt and take them as his 
people. Moses obeys, but the people do not listen to the word from the Lord because of their 
doubt during this time of incredible difficulty. In verses 10–13, God then charges Moses to 
return to Pharaoh and demand Israel to leave. However, Moses again wonders how this will all 
work out since not even the people of Israel will listen to him. 
 Let’s stop and focus in on the third verse where God tells Moses, “I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty (El Shaddai), but by my name the Lord 



	

(Yahweh) I did not make myself known to them” (again see note). The implication here could be 
that God did not reveal his name as Yahweh (Lord) to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and has only 
now revealed it for the first time to Moses. However, the name Yahweh appears multiple times 
in Genesis. This appears to set up a contradiction. How could the name Yahweh appear in 
Genesis if God says here in Exodus that he did not reveal his name before now? Some scholars 
think this could be a case of the author of Genesis reading back into the narrative the name 
Yahweh. Others believe this verse may be more accurately rendered as a question (“but by my 
name the Lord did I not make myself known to them?”). Many other scholars think that the name 
Yahweh was revealed before, but that this name would take on a new level of meaning through 
the exodus. I think that it is most likely that God revealed his name as Yahweh to Israel’s 
forefathers but that he is about to gloriously reveal the character of his name through the 
dramatic redemption of his people from slavery through the exodus. The name of the Lord, then, 
is not primarily about a pair of syllables or characters but, ultimately, the name of the Lord 
reflects his character as the God who keeps his promises and remembers his covenant.  
 This is important because Israel’s long suffering in slavery in Egypt has led them to 
doubt God. And like Israel, we have a natural tendency to doubt God when the going gets tough. 
So what is the solution to our struggles with doubt in the midst of difficulty? We must remember 
who the Lord is and what he has done. God is the Lord. He keeps his promises. He remembers 
his covenant. He redeems his people. In Exodus, God will redeem his people from slavery in 
Egypt. Through Christ, God has redeemed his people from slavery to sin. But we have not just 
been redeemed from slavery to sin. We have been redeemed for a life of worship and service to 
the Lord: a life where we glorify God and cling to hope; a life where even when times are tough, 
we trust that the Lord our God will sustain us; a life where we testify to the world that our hope 
is not found in our ever-changing circumstances but in the unshakeable, immovable, eternally 
stable character of the God of the universe who is good and trustworthy and gracious; a life 
where we proclaim the good news that Christ has come and died for our sins and redeems us 
from slavery to sin to a new life of freedom, and meaning, and purpose.  
 Brothers and sisters, remember the word of Colossians 1:13–14: “He has delivered us 
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Remember the word of Romans 8:38–39: “For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Remember the word of Exodus 6:6: “I will redeem 
you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.” This promise was ultimately 
fulfilled through the outstretched arms of Christ on the cross. The judgment for our sins was 
placed on Christ and he redeemed us from a life of slavery to sin to a life of freedom in Him. 
 
Exodus 6:14–30  

The second half of chapter six includes a genealogy. By this point in Exodus, Moses and 
Aaron have clearly been featured as two major Israelite leaders. But who exactly were they and 
where did they come from? This genealogy serves to answer those questions, as well as highlight 
several important details. Biblical scholar Douglas Stuart identifies seven purposes of this 
genealogy13, and here are a few that I think are worth noting:  

																																																								
13 Douglas Stuart, Exodus, New American Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2006), 175-

76. 



	

 
1. It traces the lineage of Aaron and Moses back to Israel the man, linking them with the 

very beginnings of their people. 
2. It honors Aaron and the true priesthood, one of Moses’ special concerns in Exodus. 
3. It reminds the reader that Moses was from a priestly family and tribe, thus qualified 

and called to perform priestly–not merely prophetic–duties from time to time.  
 

In addition to these purposes, the genealogy also serves to establish Moses and Aaron’s 
legitimacy to be called as leaders and spokesmen for God to his people.  

In these two chapters is a critical lesson for all believers: we must not assume that 
obeying God will lead to a life of greater comfort and material blessing (although those things 
can and do occur in various ways and in various seasons of life). Instead, circumstances in our 
life will often get more challenging and our burdens may very well increase. In those difficulties, 
God often reveals himself more clearly to us—if we are willing to listen and commune with him 
through reading his Word and prayer. And we know that God has most clearly revealed his love 
for us in the cross (1 John 4:10). As we endure difficult times, we must remember that God 
works good from evil (Genesis 50:20), he keeps his promises, and he can be trusted with all of 
our wins and losses, all of our highlights and failures, all of our life. When we know the Lord, 
love him, and trust in him, we can live lives of gratitude and be filled with hope, even in the 
difficult times. And through that, we can know the Lord more deeply and be a witness to a dying 
world in need of a living hope.  
 
 
 
The Main Point 

God is faithful and he can be trusted. In times of difficulty and doubt, we can remember 
who the Lord is and what he has done for us in Christ.  
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 
 

• Genesis 15 and 17– God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendants. 
• John 17:25–33 – Jesus encourages the disciples that although they will experience 

tribulation in this world, they can find peace because he has overcome the world. 
• 1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” 

• Revelation 21:3–4 – “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

  



	

Week 8 
Exodus 7–8 – God of Judgment and Grace    
By Rand Nelson 
 
Introduction 

Growing up in Alabama, I have experienced more than my share of severe weather. I 
remember thunderstorms and tornadoes knocking out the electricity to my home dozens of times 
when I was a kid, and I always thought it was so much fun. The whole family would gather in 
the living room with candles like it was pioneer times. We’d play hide and go seek in the dark or 
find some other way to try to make the most of it.  

I’m probably romanticizing this a bit, because when the power goes out at our home now, 
my kids aren’t as excited about it. I grew up with cable TV. Eventually, in my home, we had 
dial-up internet and then wireless, high-speed internet. In other words, I’ve seen the technology 
progress, and I can remember what it was like to have to watch television that couldn’t be 
paused, to have to actually be present in a time and space when your show was scheduled to air, 
and to have to endure advertising you couldn’t skip. But my kids have only ever grown up in a 
world where you can select what you want to watch, whenever you want to watch it and it comes 
straight to your TV or device in stunning HD. And for them, no electricity means no Wi-Fi and 
that means no streaming.  

Before you start thinking I’m a terrible father, we do limit screen time in our house. But 
there have been occasions where the internet was out, and my kids felt like they were unable to 
do anything. Cries of distress such as, “When will the Wi-Fi be back?” and “I’m so bored” rang 
through my house. At their worst, they’ve stamped their feet, shook their fists at the heavens, and 
even cried. It’s pathetic, really—but kids have a way of making minor inconveniences into 
existential crises. 

This picture of my children is what comes to mind when I consider Pharaoh at the end of 
Exodus chapter 8. The god-ruler of the proud Egyptian empire is brought to his knees, 
bargaining with Moses and Aaron to ask the Lord to remove the abundance of flies. Take away 
the Nile, and throw a few frogs, gnats and flies in the mix, and Pharaoh just falls apart. It’s 
pathetic—but that’s kind of the point. Pharaoh isn’t God. His “gods” aren’t God. The true God 
has a multi-step, intentional plan to make his power known to all the world—and at the end of 
chapter 8, we’re only halfway done.  
    
 
Read Exodus 7–8 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. Which of the plagues in chapters 7–8 do you think would be the worst to endure?  
2. Why do you think we long for a natural explanation to the miraculous in the Bible? Is 



	

there something about a natural process that we find easier to believe than a supernatural 
God?  

3. How should we think about God’s judgment of Egypt and his grace shown to his 
covenant people?  

 
Commentary 
7:1–7 – These first seven verses serve as something of a prologue to the entire narrative of the 
plagues. God has a plan that is going to unfold in these next few chapters. He is going to judge 
Egypt and its Pharaoh, and bring his people out of the oppression they are currently living in. We 
shouldn’t be surprised that God would punish evil and liberate his oppressed people, but what 
may surprise is his primary, underlying purpose in all of it. “The Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the Hebrew people from among 
them.” God is jealous for his glory, and he intends to drive Egypt to the brink of ruin to make 
himself known—humiliating their “gods” in the process. There’s a certain sense in which the 
plagues of Egypt are a kind of cosmological theatre—God putting his glory on display on one of 
the biggest stages in the known world so that everyone would indeed know that he is the Lord. 
   
7:8–13 – These verses record the first of many displays of power between Pharaoh, Moses and 
Aaron. When we hear of Pharaoh asking for a sign, it is not that he doubts that the Hebrew God 
has some power; it’s that he wants to see how much. He’s confident in his cards and he wants to 
see the hand Moses and Aaron are playing with. Aaron throws down his staff, which becomes a 
serpent by the power of God, but the magicians of Egypt are able to duplicate his sign by their 
secret arts. It appears that the men are in a stalemate—that is until Aaron’s serpent swallows the 
serpents (plural) of the magicians. Ask anyone not named Pharaoh who had the baddest serpent 
and they’ll tell you: The serpent who devoured the other serpents, duh. In an epic display of 
God’s power, not only does he change a wooden staff into something else entirely (a serpent), he 
proves his to be the most powerful when it devours the other two.    

One of the biggest questions I’ve always had in this scene (and in much of the plagues 
narrative) is how the Egyptian magicians are able to replicate the signs of God? God turning a 
staff into a snake is not a huge deal—just another day at the office for Yahweh, probably not in 
the top 10 most amazing things he did that day. But the magicians aren’t God; they don’t have 
his power. While many progressive theologians and historians would want to write this off with a 
pithy, naturalistic explanation (more on that later), I believe the truth of the text is pointing us in 
a different direction. As uncomfortable as it may be for us to think about, God mysteriously 
permits Lucifer to operate in a limited capacity and display power. While we should be cautious 
and not claim to see a devil behind every bush, we should recognize that there is real, unholy 
power present in this world. I believe that this is what is happening in this scene—Satan is 
working through the Egyptian magicians to deceive those present. I don’t think we should read 
into this scene that they had temporarily paralyzed snakes that sprang to life when they fell to the 
floor—but that they had staffs that became serpents through a dark power.  
 
A word on naturalistic explanations to the plagues: Much work has been done by progressive 
theologians and historians to ensure that ample explanations exist to how all of these events 
could have taken place naturally. A great example of this is found in the 2007 Hillary Swank 
movie, “The Reaping,” where Swank says:  
 



	

In 1400 B.C., a group of nervous Egyptians saw the Nile turn red, but what they thought 
was blood was actually an algae bloom which killed the fish, which prior to that had been 
living off the eggs of frogs. Those uneaten eggs turned into record numbers of baby frogs 
who subsequently fled to land and died. Their little rotting frog bodies attracted lice and 
flies. The lice carried the bluetongue virus, which killed 70 percent of Egypt's livestock. 
The flies carried glanders, a bacterial infection which in humans causes boils. After, the 
Nile River Valley was hit with a three-day sandstorm otherwise known as the plague of 
darkness. During the sandstorm, heat can combine with an approaching cold front to 
create not only hail, but electrical storms which would have looked to the Egyptians like 
fire from the sky. The wind would've blown the Ethiopian locust population off course 
and right into downtown Cairo. Hail is wet, locusts leave droppings spread both on grain, 
and you've got mycotoxins. Dinnertime in Egypt meant the first-born got the biggest 
portion which meant he ate the most toxins, so he died. Ten plagues. Ten scientific 
explanations.14 

 
When you start your quest for truth with the presupposition that God does not exist, this 

is the kind of stuff you come up with. It seems loosely plausible, but where it does engage 
“scientific” cause and effect, it does not engage the text. In Joseph Free’s book Archaeology and 
Bible History, he provides five reasons defending the plagues as miraculous events, summarized 
below:   

 
1. The intensity of the plagues – God primarily used things that were common in Egypt but 

made them present in such intense ways that the Egyptians knew things weren’t normal.  
2. The prediction of the plagues – Moses was able to tell Pharaoh what the plagues would 

be, when the plague would begin and, when Pharaoh pleaded with him, Moses was able 
to tell him when they would immediately (not gradually) end.  

3. The discrimination of the plagues – God kept his people in Goshen from experiencing the 
plagues.  

4. The orderliness of the plagues – The plagues worsened each time, building to a grand 
finale in the death of the Egyptian firstborn.  

5. The moral purpose of the plagues – Through the plagues, God systematically discredited 
the Egyptian pantheon, forced Pharaoh to acknowledge him, and showed himself as the 
savior of his people.  

 
It makes sense that unbelievers would try to find a natural explanation for the plagues 

(assuming they don’t write the narrative off as entirely fictional). However, if as a professing 
Christian your faith seeks to remove supernatural occurrences from the Bible and replace them 
with natural explanations, then the faith you claim is not Christianity, and your god is not the 
God of the Bible. Christianity is inherently miraculous. The plagues were not just an incredibly 
unlucky series of natural dominos falling one after the other. God did use natural means, yes, but 
you cannot make a legitimate case for the plagues of Egypt occurring naturally if your authority 
for truth is God’s word. 
 

																																																								
14 “The Reaping,” Youtube, accessed September 7, 2021, https://youtu.be/_tNMKL4pBhU. 



	

A word on the plagues and Egyptian gods: Much has been written about the intentionality in 
God’s design of the plagues to challenge the gods of Egypt. By turning the Nile to blood, God 
calls out Khnum, Hapi and Osiris. By sending frogs out on the land, God calls out Hapi and 
Heqt. A plague of darkness insults multiple Sun gods (Re, Amon-re, Aten, Atum and Horus). 
Even the display of God’s power when Aaron’s staff/serpent ate the serpents of the Egyptian 
magicians mocks the Pharaonic idea of deriving power from the serpent god (likely Wadjet). We 
do not need to memorize each and every god or goddess the Lord is mocking with the displays of 
his power, but we should understand that with each plague, the Lord is showing Egypt: “Hapi is 
not God, Yahweh is. Osiris is not God, Yahweh is. Horus is not God, Yahweh is.” 

James Montgomery Boice explains it this way:  
 

In order to understand these plagues we need to understand that they were directed 
against the gods and goddesses of Egypt and were intended to show the superiority of the 
God of Israel to the Egyptian gods. There were about eighty major deities in Egypt, all 
clustered about the three great natural forces of Egyptian life: the Nile river, the land, and 
the sky. It does not surprise us, therefore, that the plagues God sent against Egypt in this 
historic battle follow this three-force pattern. The first two plagues were against the gods 
of the Nile. The next four were against the land gods. The final four plagues were against 
the gods of the sky, culminating in the death of the firstborn.15 

 
God declares himself to be triumphant and supreme over everything—all kingdoms, all 

rulers, all gods, and all creation (Colossians 1:16–17). What’s interesting to think about is how 
differently modern church culture might seek to approach the conflict between Egypt’s religion 
and that of God’s people. I imagine that we’d advertise and cater an event, and invite the 
community to hear representatives from Egypt as they describe their gods and how they work. 
We’d have a charming and sensitive personality emcee the event and ask probing questions so 
that we could find all the things Egyptian religion has in common with Christianity. At no point 
would we dare insult them by suggesting that our God is superior to their gods in any way. We’d 
politely thank them for coming and probably even offer to sell their books in the lobby.  

But that is not God’s approach. He’s not inviting Egypt’s priests or their gods to a 
“constructive dialogue;” he’s inviting them to join him in the Octagon and it’s no holds barred. 
Should Christians today act like jerks toward their Muslim, Mormon, Buddhist, etc. neighbors? 
Absolutely not. That’s not intended to be the takeaway here. But we should believe and 
understand that our God is the Lord and there is no other; besides him there is no god (Isaiah 
45:5). This is the point God is making to Egypt and this is the comfort we should have when we 
interact with people from other religions, creeds, systems and cults.  
 
7:14–25 – The first official plague is that of turning the Nile River to blood. Moses and Aaron 
meet Pharaoh one morning as he is going out to the Nile, and Aaron struck the water with his 
staff, as he was instructed to do by God. The water in the Nile turned into blood, but it was not 
just the Nile River. As Aaron held his staff and stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, 
rivers, canals, ponds, pools of water, and water held in vessels of wood and stone all turned to 
blood (v.19).  

																																																								
15 Philip Graham Ryken and R. Kent Hughes, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 2005), 216. 



	

 The fish in the Nile died and, as you can probably imagine, it stank. But the plague was 
worse for the Egyptians than merely the bad smell. Shutting down the Nile meant bringing 
Egypt’s water supply and irrigation system as well as much of their transportation and food 
supply to a grinding halt. It makes our frustration with minor road work seem silly.  

Apparently, when the Egyptians dug alongside the river, they were able to obtain water to 
drink. The magicians of Egypt were able to replicate the work with their secret arts, and 
Pharaoh’s heart remained hard. There is no mention of God performing a miracle to immediately 
remove this plague (as there is with other plagues), but we do understand the final verse in 
chapter 7 to mean that this plagued Egypt for at least 7 days.   
 
8:1–15 – Moses and Aaron again appear before Pharaoh urging him to let God’s people go—this 
time threatening a plague of frogs. Frogs may not be something that threaten you or cause you to 
fear—that’s understandable. Frogs are generally pretty docile, that is, unless they have been sent 
by God as a means of communicating to you that he is the Lord of all creation. In they hopped by 
the thousands. The Egyptians had frogs in their bedroom, on their bed, in their servants’ houses, 
in their ovens and their kneading bowls. Frogs invaded every aspect of their lives with their 
hopping and, perhaps worst of all, with their croaking. The magicians of Egypt are able to 
replicate this, but they are powerless to do anything to slow the frogs’ advance.  
 Pharaoh pleaded with Moses to remove the frogs, promising to let the Hebrews go. 
Rather than give Pharaoh a window of time when the frogs would go away (the way the cable 
repair man tells you he’ll be by your house for a service call), Moses asks Pharaoh when he 
wants the frogs to leave. When Pharaoh tells him to make it happen tomorrow, Moses responds: 
“Be it as you say, so that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God. The frogs 
shall go away from you and your houses and your servants and your people. They shall be left 
only in the Nile” (Exodus 8:11). And so, the frogs died and they gathered them together in great, 
big stinking heaps of dead frogs, but Pharaoh sees the respite and hardens his heart again. 
 
8:16–19 – According to Philip Ryker, the pests of the third plague are most commonly thought 
to be gnats, because that translation is favored by the first Greek editions of the Old Testament. 
The word more directly translates to “lice,” which certainly fits well with the idea that they were 
“on man and beast” (Exodus 8:17). Whether these bugs are gnats, lice, mosquitoes or something 
else is not as important as understanding that they tormented people by being in their space, on 
their body, constantly bothering them. 

Egypt’s magicians are unable to reproduce this act—a first for them—and this is possibly 
why they so quickly point out to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” Game respect game. 
Despite their comments, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he refused to let God’s people go.  
 
8:20–32 – Next up, flies—huge swarms of flies. The flies mentioned here are likely not the 
common housefly, but something more like a horsefly. They swarm the land exactly when Moses 
said they would. The text goes so far as to say, “Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was 
ruined by the swarms of flies.” When this plague is threatened to Pharaoh, for the first time, 
Moses explains that there will be a division between the Egyptians and the Hebrews. It is unclear 
whether or not the Hebrews were affected equally (alongside the Egyptians) with the earlier 
plagues. What is clear is that, for this plague and the plagues that follow, part of the sign includes 
God showing his power to distinguish between his people and Pharaoh’s people.  



	

 There’s something subtle here that is easy to miss. The word God uses for “division” in 
verse 23 is a word that translates to “redemption.” The verse literally reads “I will set a 
redemption between my people and your people.” Philip Ryken points out:  
 

This is the language of salvation. Redemption is the purchase price of freedom, the 
ransom payment for a slave. When the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt, they had no way 
of paying their own ransom, but God set a redemption between Israel and Egypt, between 
his people and Pharaoh’s people. He intervened with saving power to deliver Israel from 
the hand of the oppressor. So when he struck Egypt with ten mighty blows, at the same 
time he preserved his own beloved people from the hand of judgment. The difference 
between living in Goshen and living anywhere else in Egypt was more than just a matter 
of good pest control. It was a matter of life and death, the difference between salvation 
and condemnation.16 

 
 Why does the Hebrew brickmaker’s destination differ so much from the run-of-the-mill 
Egyptian tradesman? Is it because they were born sinless or have worked hard to earn the favor 
of God almighty? No, there is nothing inherently righteous about the Hebrews—even though 
they are oppressed, enslaved people. It is because God chose to glorify himself by showing grace 
to his covenant people, Israel while simultaneously glorifying himself in the righteous judgment 
of Egypt. In a humanity made up entirely of rebellious sinners, our question should never be why 
any of us stand in God’s judgment; it should be how any of us receive his grace.   
 There are few things more pathetic than when a person who lacks all leverage tries to 
bargain. Pharaoh asks Moses to meet him halfway. He will allow sacrifices to the Hebrew God, 
but they must take place within the land (rather than journeying three days into the wilderness). 
Moses gives him an answer to why this is impractical, and Pharaoh again counters, “You can 
sacrifice to your God in the wilderness, just don’t go too far out” (paraphrase). Despite his 
desperation, Pharaoh again goes back on his word and did not let the people go.  
 
 
The Main Point 

God is judging Egypt through a mighty display of his power so that all will know that he 
alone is the Lord. At the same time he’s judging Egypt, he is extending grace to his people. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Colossians 1:15–20 – The supremacy of God the Son in all things.  
• Psalm 115 – God does whatever he pleases. He is Lord of all, and the gods of the nations 

are mute and impotent.  
• Matthew 4:1–11 – Satan exercises his power to tempt Jesus, but it is an imitation. 
• Exodus 34:6–7 – The Lord abounds in steadfast love and forgives iniquity, but will by no 

means clear the guilty.  
 

 

																																																								
16 Philip Graham Ryken and R. Kent Hughes, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 2005), 252. 



	

 
 
Week 9 
Exodus 9–11 – The Plagues of Egypt, Part II    
By Rand Nelson 
 
Introduction 
 If you’ve never seen the high jump before at a track and field meet, allow me to explain 
how it works. It’s a vertical jumping event, where athletes with only the aid of a running start 
have to clear a horizontal bar that is set in place between two posts, or standards. A padded 
“crash mat” lays on the other side of the bar for the jumpers to fall onto. It is very similar to the 
pole vault, except that there’s no assistance from a pole.  

Watching the event today one is struck by the stunning display of athleticism and 
coordination. It’s incredible to see athletes clear the bar at heights some of us would need a 
stepping-stool to even touch. Through the years, jumpers have utilized several different methods 
to clear the bar—the scissor method, the rolling method and the straddle method were all 
common from the event’s inception to the 1960s. But at the 1968 Olympic Games, a lanky 
college student from Oregon—Dick Fosbury—took the world by storm and captured the gold 
when he jumped over the 2.24-meter-high bar back-first in what would become known as the 
“Fosbury Flop.”  

Even though the “Fosbury Flop” is now the only method serious jumpers use, in 1968, no 
one had ever done it before. Many thought Fosbury’s technique was peculiar, and many 
opposing coaches from other teams were sure he was cheating. They accused him of violating 
the rules, but their frustration was not actually sourced from a legal violation; it was because he 
was doing it his way, and he was winning. Unlike anything anyone had ever seen before? Sure. 
Against the rules? Absolutely not.  

The issue of Pharaoh’s heart is an area of Scripture that has caused much debate as 
Christian scholars from various theological traditions seek to rightly know and understand 
Scripture. From a plain reading of the text, it seems like God is intentionally hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart in order to accomplish his purposes. That’s because that’s exactly what God is 
doing. Just like the coaches of Fosbury’s opponents, many theologians question whether or not 
this is something God can do because they see this as a violation of Pharaoh’s free will. And just 
like Fosbury’s opponents, their frustration is not sourced in an actual legal violation. 
Furthermore, creation has no authority to send a summons to the Creator, that he might appear in 
the courtrooms of our imaginations. God does whatever he pleases and, in so doing, he never 
violates his perfect holiness. 

 
 
 
Read Exodus 9–11 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 



	

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 
 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. What other parts of the Bible do you see God doing things we may question as he is 
seeking his own glory?   

2. Pharaoh is really stubborn and refuses to submit to God’s commands. What areas of your 
life do you find it hard to submit to God’s commands? 

3. In your personal testimony, what are the ways you can look back and see that God was 
working to bring you near to him? 

 

Commentary 
9:1–7 – There’s a real sense in which it feels like there is a gulf between the severity of plagues 
1–4 and that of 5–10. This is not to undercut the impact of having the Nile effectively useless for 
a week, or the physical and psychological harm that buzzing flies, itching lice, and croaking, 
stinking frogs have—especially one after the other. But when we get to the death of livestock, a 
new level of gravity has been introduced; God has taken the kid gloves off.  
 Moses threatens a plague that will kill the Egyptians’ horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, 
sheep, and goats, while leaving the Hebrew livestock untouched. Again, we see the distinction 
between God’s people and Pharaoh’s people. The impact of this distinction must have resonated 
with Pharaoh, because we read in verse 7 that he had someone follow up on this to see if it was 
true. In a modern world, this sentence doesn’t resonate with us the way it should, but it is 
incredibly severe: “All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the 
people of Israel died” (Exodus 9:6). Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he refused to let God’s 
people go.  
 
9:8–12 – As instructed by God, Moses takes soot from the kiln and throws it up into the air in the 
presence of Pharaoh. This dust spreads throughout Egypt and brings about painful boils. 
Referred to as “boils” in most translations, scholars are not completely in agreement on exactly 
what this affliction is. Some claim that it is leprosy, some say skin anthrax, and others just 
recognize that these were painful and unattractive sores that showed up all over the bodies of the 
Egyptians and their livestock (though again, not on the Hebrews). Whatever these boils were 
(and by the way, I cannot urge you strongly enough not to Google Image search “boils on the 
skin”), God is communicating that he is God even over our bodies, and there is no Egyptian deity 
that can save them from his hand. The Lord hardens Pharaoh’s heart, and he refuses to listen.  
 
9:13–35 – The seventh plague God sends to Egypt is hail. Moses goes to Pharaoh to warn him of 
the coming plague. In Exodus 9:15–16, Pharaoh is informed that God could have long ago taken 
him out of the equation, but he’s keeping him in the game to maximize the amount of glory he 
receives through displaying his power (an obvious paraphrase). Sorry, Pharaoh—this story isn’t 
even about you. Pharaoh is warned that great hail will fall from the sky, killing anyone and 
anything who isn’t inside—which is a warning that some ignored.  
 The hail that comes is very heavy hail mixed with flashes of lightning and fire, and it is 
incredibly destructive. “The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every 
tree of the field” (Exodus 9:25), but not in the land of Goshen. God’s people were kept safe. 



	

 This storm prompts Pharaoh to plead with Moses, even going so far as to admit his sin 
and beg for the plague to be removed from him. As all too many of us know, there is a kind of 
acknowledgement of our sin that is not coupled with genuine repentance. Fear of consequences 
is not the same thing as the fear of the Lord the Bible calls “the beginning of wisdom.” Pharaoh’s 
admission of having sinned, of being in the wrong is not true submission to the Lord. Moses calls 
him (and his servants) out on this (Exodus 9:30). He tells Pharaoh that he will leave and stretch 
out his hand to remove the plague. When he does, Pharaoh again hardens his heart and does not 
let the people of God go.  
 
Aside – Pharaoh’s heart and God’s sovereignty: One area that needs to be discussed is how 
the narrative of Exodus records the issue of Pharaoh’s heart. This is important because many 
have read this story and come away thinking God has acted unjustly by limiting Pharaoh’s free 
will. The situation is complicated because—as English translations try to communicate—the 
agent of the hardening is sometimes God, sometimes Pharaoh and sometimes somewhat 
ambiguous:  
 

1. Pharaoh hardens his own heart in Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:34 
2. God hardens Pharaoh’s heart (or says that he “will harden”) in Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 

10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17.  
3. Pharaoh’s heart “is/was hardened” in Exodus 7:13, 14, 22; 8:19; 9:7, 35; 14:5. (Note: 

some scholars attribute this to Pharaoh hardening his own heart).  
 

As we seek to rightly think through this complicated issue, it is important to remember 
the story as a whole. In Exodus 4:21, God tells Moses: “When you go back to Egypt, see that you 
do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so 
that he will not let the people go.” And in Exodus 7:1–5 God says:  
 

See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 
2 You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let 
the people of Israel go out of his land. 3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I 
multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will not listen to you. 
Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, 
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5 The Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel 
from among them. 

 
Taken together, these declarations of God reveal that his plan for Egypt is not salvation, 

but judgment. These signs and wonders are not meant to bring about a spirit of submission and 
repentance in Egypt, but (as we discussed last week) that the Egyptians, the Hebrews and those 
who hear about these events would see and know that he is the Lord (Joshua 2:8–11). God is not 
predicting to Moses what will happen with Pharaoh based on how well he knows Pharaoh, nor is 
he speaking to Moses out of the infinite knowledge he has of all possible scenarios. God is 
declaring what will happen as only he can do, because it is he who has decreed from eternity past 
that these things will take place (Isaiah 46:8–13). Indeed, as we just read (Exodus 9:15–16), 
Pharaoh was raised up by God so that, through the display of his power, God’s glory would be 
broadcast to the whole earth.  



	

 Naturally, the question arises, “Well, if God was hardening Pharaoh’s heart, then how is 
he able to hold Pharaoh to account? That’s not fair.” In his dealing with the doctrine of election 
in the book of Romans, Paul anticipates this argument and uses Pharaoh as an example. Paul 
makes it clear in Romans 9:14–18 that God’s ordaining some to receive his mercy and to harden 
the hearts of others is entirely his business. It is not something we are in a position to question: 
“But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why 
have you made me like this?” (Romans 9:20). He then goes further to outline that it is, in fact, 
the potter (God) who ultimately has free will, who is able to receive glory both for those to 
whom he shows mercy and for those to whom he shows his wrath.  
 But this does not mean that Pharaoh is some automaton who does not operate in precisely 
the way he wants to. RC Sproul describes God hardening Pharaoh’s heart this way:  
 

How exactly did God harden the heart of Pharaoh? How does he harden anybody’s heart? 
He does so not by mere permission but by a divine decision that we see again and again, 
particularly in the book of Jeremiah, where God deals with impenitent sinners by giving 
them over to their sin… God does not have to create any new evil in the human heart. To 
make someone more wicked than he already is, God need only remove his restraints. One 
of the great mercies God gives us is keeping us from being as sinful as we possibly could 
be.17 

 
Philip Ryken is also helpful:  
 

As human beings made in the image of God, we make a real choice to accept or reject 
God, but even the choice we make is governed by God’s sovereign and eternal will. The 
Old Testament scholar S. R. Driver rightly observed, ‘The means by which God hardens 
a man is not necessarily by any extraordinary intervention on His part; it may be by the 
ordinary experiences of life, operating through the principles and character of human 
nature, which are of His appointment.’ The writer of Exodus understood this, which is 
why he described the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart as both the will of Pharaoh and the 
will of God.18 

 
Finally, it may be helpful to admit that in conversations surrounding God’s sovereignty, 

many of us want God to be only mostly sovereign. We love that we can approach the throne of 
grace and petition him to move in mighty ways—to heal the sick, to comfort the hurting, to 
deliver us from an emergency situation—and we do so with confidence that he could act and 
change our circumstances. But we’re far less likely to acknowledge that he is sovereign over us 
and will work all things together for the good of those who love him (Romans 8:28–30) when we 
get let go at work, when loved ones die from illness, when marriages break apart or some other 
tragic situation arises (and we get really uncomfortable thinking about God’s sovereignty as it 
pertains to our salvation).  

																																																								
17 R. C. Sproul, Romans: An Expositional Commentary, St. Andrews Expositional Commentary 

(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2009), 329. 
18 Philip Graham Ryken and R. Kent Hughes, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Books, 2005), 129. 



	

To think of God this way is to fail to see him as he reveals himself in scripture. God is 
sovereign over all things, and it is for our good that he is. The reality of our situation is that we 
are all much more like Pharaoh than we care to admit. We may not have river gods, frog gods, 
cattle gods and think ourselves to be divine, but we sin and rebel against God’s authority over 
and over again. We all stand before God guilty of sin and worthy of his wrath. Just as God is able 
to plague Egypt to harden Pharaoh’s heart and display his holy wrath, he is able to draw us unto 
himself, softening our hearts to display his mercy. And he does so as he wills—praise be to God.  

Dr. James White summarizes this difficult concept of God’s sovereignty and man’s 
freedom this way in his book The Potter’s Freedom:  

  
The portion of truth that here stings the pride of man is this: it is more important that 
God's name be magnified and His power made known than it is any single man get to "do 
his own thing." Pharaoh was surely never forced to do anything sinful (indeed, God 
probably kept him from committing many a sinful deed). He acted on the desires of his 
wicked heart at all times. But he is but a pot, a creature, not the Potter. He was formed 
and made and brought into existence to serve the Potter's purposes, not his own. He is but 
a servant, one chosen, in fact, for destruction. His destruction, and the process that led up 
to it (including all the plagues upon Egypt), were part of God's plan. There is simply no 
other way to understand [Romans 9].19 

 
10:1–20 – God tells Moses to go back to Pharaoh, mentioning that he has not just hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, but also the hearts of Pharaoh’s servants. Their hearts are hardened that God 
could continue to show his power through the plagues, something that Moses and Aaron will 
speak of for generations to come to their children and grandchildren. They appear before 
Pharaoh and threaten the next plague, locusts. Where the hailstorm would have meant massive, 
large-scale damage to the land of Egypt, locusts meant a comprehensive devouring of everything 
left (Exodus 9:31–32). Moses and Aaron exit stage left.  
 Pharaoh’s servants try to persuade him to release the Hebrews, and their question to him 
is telling, “Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?” (Exodus 10:7). At some level, 
Pharaoh must have agreed with them because he calls for Moses and Aaron to return. He 
attempts to negotiate terms with them, offering to let only the men go—but God doesn’t 
negotiate terms. So, Moses stretches out his staff and an east wind brings so many locusts that 
the land is darkened by them blocking the sun. The damage is extensive, “Not a green thing 
remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypt” (Exodus 10:15).  
 At this point, this part of the story is predictable. Pharaoh calls them back in and pleads 
with them again to forgive his sin and to “remove this death from me” (Exodus 10:17). His 
confession and guilt fail to communicate an authentic sorrow over his sin, only thinking he needs 
forgiveness “this once” (Exodus 10:17). But God is not fooled by Pharaoh’s momentary regret; 
he removes the plagues not because he thinks Pharaoh has experienced a heart change, but 
because he intends to send even more plagues once he removes this one.    
 
10:21–29 – The Lord instructs Moses to stretch out his hand toward heaven to bring about a 
darkness over the land of Egypt, “a darkness to be felt.” These words don’t necessarily have to 
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be understood to be ominous, but it either means that the darkness was itself so thick that you 
might stretch your hand out in front of your face and actually feel it, or it means something like, 
“that a man (probably Pharaoh) might feel.” I’m not positive which of the two is best to believe, 
but I do know that this plague would have gone beyond mocking the gods of Egypt by mocking 
Pharaoh himself. Ryken explains:  
 

Like most Egyptians, Pharaoh was a sun worshiper. More than that, he was regarded as 
the Son of Re, the personal embodiment of the solar deity. Egypt’s king was Egypt’s god, 
and as the incarnation of Amon-Re, he maintained the cosmic order . . . In the first eight 
plagues God demonstrated his superiority over Hapi, Osiris, Heqet, Kheprer, Apis, Isis, 
Sekhmet, and the rest of Egypt’s lesser gods and goddesses. And this partly explains why 
there were so many plagues: God wanted to give his rivals a comprehensive defeat.20 
 

 Pharaoh would have been worshipped by Egyptians as a god or demi-god, the offspring 
of the sun god (their supreme deity). With this plague, there’s no real loss for Egypt, save three 
days without work or being able to see. The beauty of this plague, and why it’s so insulting, is its 
simplicity—the sun god is unable to keep the lights on. Pharaoh again tries to bargain with 
Moses: “You can go sacrifice, you can even take your women and children with you but leave 
your livestock behind” (Exodus 10:24, paraphrase). No deal. They’re going to worship God and 
make sacrifices to him; they’ll need their animals. God hardens Pharaoh’s heart, and in this 
scene, we see Pharaoh get really angry. He tells Moses he never wants to see him again and 
threatens him that on the day he sees his face, Moses will die.  
 
11:1–10 – As God briefs Moses on the coming plague, he tells him that this will be the moment 
when Pharaoh drives them away completely. In preparation for this, the Hebrews are to ask for 
silver and gold jewelry, which they are given because of the favor God gives them with the 
Egyptian people. This is a fulfillment of what God decreed in Exodus 3:21–22, that his people 
would plunder the Egyptians.  
 The tenth and final plague of judgment is described. God himself will be in the midst of 
Egypt and he will methodically move through their land, killing the firstborn of every family—
even among their animals. There will be a great and terrible cry from among the Egyptian people 
as they discover their eldest children dead, but no harm whatsoever will befall God’s people. 
Though there is much more here to be discussed next week, it could just be mentioned at this 
point that this is a very early picture of the salvation we ultimately have through the death of 
God’s firstborn, Jesus Christ. Despite all these signs, God hardens Pharaoh’s heart and he refuses 
to let God’s people go.  
 
 
The Main Point  

The ways God works are mysterious, showing mercy to whom he shows mercy and 
hardening whom he hardens. It is good news for us that God is active in our hearts to bring us the 
truth of the gospel.  
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A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 9 – God is sovereign over the salvation of his people.  
• Psalm 115 - God does whatever he pleases. He is Lord of all, and the gods of the nations 

are mute and impotent. 
• 2 Kings 19:25–37 – Sennacherib, King of Assyria, mocks God and so God destroys his 

army and sends him packing.  
  



	

Week 10 
Exodus 12–The Passover and Exodus, God’s Mercy for his People 
By Harvey Edwards, III 
 
Introduction 
 The skilled teachers in our fellowship here at Anchor know that there’s more to imparting 
a memorable lesson than just requiring students to read dry assignments from a printed text. I’ve 
watched in awe as our own children’s teachers effectively impart spiritual truth to rambunctious 
four-year olds by the use of all sorts of props—pictures, videos, toys, stories, games, as well as 
familiar situations from everyday life. What the little ones soak up is amazing! 
 The more consequential and weighty the lesson is, the more important it is that we 
understand it clearly. And in the 12th chapter of Exodus, we see Jehovah God as the supreme 
teacher, with at least two important lessons to teach his chosen people: Israel, just like their 
oppressors Egypt and every other nation, has also sinned grievously and is under the dreadful 
judgment of the Most Holy God; but God, in his great mercy, has made a way of escape from 
both slavery and judgment. Even more amazing, the condemning judge himself will be their 
Deliverer.  
 How are both these things possible? How can a sinful people be reconciled to a holy and 
just God? It would seem that if God is holy and just, then sinful people are simply doomed; or 
that if God is so full of compassion that he overlooks sin, then he is not truly holy and just. 
Thankfully what seems impossible to us is not impossible for God, for as the Lord at a later time 
told Isaiah, “my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” And in 
this particular chapter, we will see how the greatest teacher of all memorably begins to create for 
his people a picture of the miraculous and glorious way in which he will ultimately bring this all 
about. 
 
 
Read Exodus 12:1–51 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does the passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. What do you think was the state of mind of the Israelites who ate the first Passover? How 
about the state of mind of those celebrating Passover in the centuries before Christ came 
to earth? 

2. What does it mean to you that Jesus was sacrificed on the same day in Passover week that 
was set aside for the slaughter of the lamb? 

3. How does studying the Passover story in Exodus help you understand and share the New 
Testament gospel? 

 
 



	

Commentary 
Exodus 12:1–28 

A brief recap: The 7th through the 10th chapters of Exodus describe how the Lord in his 
patience brought nine plagues to bear against Egypt as Moses demanded of Pharaoh that he free 
the enslaved Israelite people. But Pharaoh’s heart had been hardened and he would not let the 
Israelites go. In the 11th chapter, the Lord told Moses to have the Israelites ask their Egyptian 
masters for silver and gold jewelry, in preparation for their miraculous escape. They did so, and 
peacefully plundered the Egyptians of great wealth, as the Lord supernaturally disposed the 
Egyptians to comply. And then Moses warned Pharaoh of the coming final plague: the death of 
every firstborn in the land of Egypt—from the firstborn of Pharaoh, to the firstborn of the slave, 
even to the firstborn of the cattle. 
 This last bit of chapter 11 has to be read carefully or an important point could be missed. 
The Lord has pronounced judgment on Pharaoh and all who reside in Egypt. And the sentence 
will be the death of the firstborn of all—all people, all livestock, everyone. So that we don’t miss 
the point, the Lord specifies that even “the firstborn of the slave girl behind the handmill” will 
die. Egypt has oppressed and enslaved the Lord’s people, but that doesn’t mean that his people 
are innocent. They too are sinners, and as such—absent divine intervention—will surely fall 
under the judgment of a righteous and just God. This is the threatening situation that exists as 
chapter 11 concludes. 
 Chapter 12 opens with a clue that something special is about to happen. Oddly, the Lord 
tells Moses and Aaron that they are to completely reconfigure the Jewish calendar. From now on, 
the spring-time month of Abib (later called Nisan) is to be counted as the first month of the year. 
And the month is to be made special and memorable by a detailed ritual to be carried out this 
year and every year forevermore as a memorial of what the Lord is about to do. On the tenth of 
the month, every man is to take a year-old lamb, from either sheep or goat, perfect and without 
blemish, and keep it until the fourteenth of the month. At twilight of the fourteenth day, every 
lamb is to be killed and the blood collected in a basin. The heads of the households are to take a 
piece of a brushy plant called hyssop, dip it into the blood and smear the blood on the two 
doorposts and the lintels of the houses. They are then to roast the lamb whole, breaking none of 
its bones, and serve it to their families, along with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. None of it 
is to be kept for another meal but if any is left over, it is to be burned. They are to eat it inside 
their homes, in haste, with their belts fastened, their sandals on, and their staffs in hand. And then 
the terrible judgment of the Lord will fall upon the land of Egypt: He will pass through the land 
that night and strike all the firstborn dead, man or beast, demonstrating his absolute power and 
sovereignty over all. But there is one escape—wherever the Lord sees the blood of the lamb, he 
will pass over the household and will not allow the destroyer to enter the houses and strike. If the 
people trust the Lord and obey his instructions, they will be freed from their slavery in Egypt and 
released to begin their long trek towards the land he has promised to grant them. 
 Moses in obedience to the Lord conveyed these instructions to the congregation of Israel 
just as they had been given to him. The Israelites had observed the Lord working through Moses 
over the months of the first nine plagues. They could see that an even mightier work of God was 
in the making. What themes might have occurred to their minds as they pondered all these 
supernatural happenings and strange instructions? Can we speculate?  
 

• It was spring, the time of the Egyptian Sed festival, celebrating the supposed royal 
authority of Pharaoh. But Jehovah is the only true royal authority, as the first nine 



	

plagues have clearly shown and as the terrible tenth plague will soon confirm. Pharaoh 
and the Egyptian gods are powerless. Jehovah reigns supreme.  

• Abib, the beginning of spring (symbolizing new life), is now the first month of the year; 
and with the Passover and the exodus, the new life of the Israelite nation now begins.  

• The Lord Jehovah is a holy and righteous God, and righteously executes judgment on 
all—for all have sinned. There is no self-protection from the righteous judgments of a 
holy God. There is only that provided by the judge himself.  

• But that same holy God is also long-suffering and loving, and in his mercy sovereignly 
prescribes a means to escape his righteous judgments.  

• For the forgiveness of sin, the blood of a perfect lamb must be shed—but not only shed, it 
must be appropriated and sheltered under, for the Lord will restrain the destroyer only 
from those homes marked by the blood. 

• The lamb that was slain must be eaten. Not raw, in the way of pagans; not boiled, for that 
would require too much time for butchering and dismembering; but roasted whole, with 
no bones broken and none saved for later, as this was to be a sacred meal. 

• The meat is to be consumed with bitter herbs, to represent and remind the people of the 
bitterness of slavery—430 years in Egypt, but also slavery to the bitter life of sin and 
separation from God. 

• The bread of the meal is to be unleavened, since leaven not only represents corruption, it 
also suggests a leisurely process of preparation, and the flight from slavery must be 
undertaken with purposeful urgency and haste. 

• Likewise, the meal is to be consumed in haste, the people fully dressed and prepared to 
flee. The opportunity to escape from slavery cannot be allowed to slip away. 

 
 As chapter 12 continues to unfold, Moses conveys that this observance is to be carried on 
forever, celebrated in this specific way, covering the duration of a week each year, as a memorial 
to the Lord’s deliverance of the Israelites out of judgment and slavery. And he also instructs the 
people that when they celebrate the meal, they are to make a point of teaching their children that 
when the Lord struck the Egyptians, he passed over the houses of the people of Israel that were 
marked by the blood of the perfect, slain lamb—an interesting thought to plant firmly in the 
minds of the people. 
 
Exodus 12:29–50 
 The Israelites obeyed the instructions of the Lord as given by Moses, and the night 
unfolded in exactly the way promised. All the firstborn of Egypt—of man or livestock, of royalty 
or prisoner—all were struck dead. There was not a house in all of Egypt where someone was not 
dead—except, that is, in the houses of the Israelites, marked by the blood of the slain lamb. As 
promised, the Lord had passed over those houses. Pharaoh urgently summoned Moses and Aaron 
and told them to go, to take their people, their flocks and herds, and be gone. And apparently 
fearful finally of the judgments of Jehovah, he asked them to bless him also. 
 The people of Israel were ready, and hastily fled. They were even aided in this by their 
former Egyptian masters, who were eager for them to leave, out of fear that if they remained, the 
Lord would strike all the Egyptians dead. And so, 600,000 Israelite men, meaning perhaps 2–3 
million people in all (counting women and children) marched out of Egypt into freedom, exactly 
430 years after their arrival. The Bible tells us that it was a night of watching by the Lord, as he 
kept a vigil over his people during this flight from slavery in Egypt.  



	

 The final verses contain more statutes regulating the Passover feast. It is to be restricted 
to Israelites and the circumcised slaves of Israelites. It is to be eaten in one house. No bones of 
the lamb are to be broken. Any sojourners who would eat of the Passover meal must be 
circumcised.  
 And it is clear by the end of chapter 12 that this ritual established by the Lord, so full of 
memorable images and symbols, is designed to serve a definite educative purpose. It is to be 
practiced regularly; it is to be taught through the generations; it is to be observed seriously, 
reverently, and solemnly; and it is to serve as a constant reminder that the God of Israel is indeed 
fearsome, holy, and just; but he is also long-suffering, merciful, and compassionate. Through the 
Passover, the nation of Israel (and we as well) are being provided with an ever-maturing picture 
of our great Deliverer, whose sacrificial love frees us from slavery, covers our sins with the 
blood of the perfect Lamb, and ushers us unashamed into the presence of his glorious holiness. 
Let the anticipation begin to grow! 
  
 
 
The Main Point 
 We are hopelessly enslaved to sin and enemies of a holy God. But God in his mercy has 
provided the perfect sacrifice, his beloved Son, whose power frees us from slavery to sin and 
whose blood covers the filthy stains of our sin. We are reconciled to the Father by the work of 
the Son, to live by the power of the Spirit, worshipping the Three-in-One forever. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• I Corinthians 5:7–Paul refers to Jesus as “our Passover lamb.” 
• John 1:29–John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of  
• the world!” 
• Hebrews 10:1–14–It is impossible for the blood of animals to take away sins, but Christ 

was the perfect and complete sacrifice for all. 
• I Peter 1:13–19–A call to holy conduct, since we have been ransomed from sin by the 

precious blood of the perfect lamb. 
  



	

Week 11 
Exodus 13 – Remembering God’s provision for his people  
By Dan Leavell 
 
Introduction 

My guess is that you have felt overwhelmed, alone, and/or doubtful in some situation 
(maybe multiple situations) in your life.  I know I have…many times.  Maybe not just one of 
those feelings, maybe all of them at the same time. As a child of Christ, it is great to know we are 
NEVER alone even if it seems hard for me to remember that in the moment. 

As we move into Exodus 13, we have seen God throw multiple plagues (10) at Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians, including the death of the first born to each household.  Pharaoh’s heart has 
been hardened but he eventually lets the Israelites go…basically paying them to leave.  Then 
realizing his “workforce” just walked out the door, Pharaoh sends his army after them.   

The verses we will look at are a sliver of time between the last plague and the miracle at 
the Red Sea. We will see the commands God gave to Israel and the care God took of them as he 
brought them out of Egypt. We will see how God interacts with his people the same as He’s still 
interacting with us today . . . never leaving them alone in their situation and continuing the 
deliverance of His children. 
  
 
Read Exodus 13 together 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. Think of a time that God has guided you and provided for you in a tough time?  Did you 
doubt He would provide?  Why or Why not? 

2. Knowing God does all things for His Glory and to further His kingdom, why do we doubt 
Him? Why do we forget that He is the provider? 

3. How do you remind yourself of God’s promises and faithfulness to his children? 

 

 
Commentary 
13:1–2 – God Commands - Chapter 13 starts with the Lord telling Moses to “consecrate to me 
every firstborn male.” To consecrate means to sanctify or to set apart from a common to a sacred 
use. God has just taken the firstborn of the Egyptians because Pharaoh wouldn’t let God’s 
children go. As we saw in Exodus 4:22, Israel was God’s “firstborn son.” With the Israelites 
following the instructions of the Lord to sacrifice a lamb and place the blood on the doorposts, 
the Israelite children were spared. By God delivering the Israelites’ firstborn, they are owed to 
him, whether human or animal. This is a reminder of his deliverance. 



	

 
13:3–10 – In Remembrance – Moses then tells them to “commemorate” the day they came out 
of Egypt and continue to celebrate each year in the same month (Abib which is early spring).  He 
reminds them that they were brought out of slavery by God’s mighty hand and tells them when 
and how they should celebrate this deliverance. They are to eat nothing with yeast. This is a 
reminder of the haste in which they left Egypt, leaving with only unleavened bread. For seven 
days they are to eat nothing with yeast in it. This is the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Moses tells 
them to observe this feast each year and to tell their children “It is because of what the Lord did 
for me when I came out of Egypt.” God wants them to remind each other and the generations to 
come of what He did for them. Similarly, we are to remind ourselves of what God has done for 
us when we gather each week as the body of Christ in worship, singing of songs and reading His 
word.  
 
13:11–16 – The Israelites are again reminded that the firstborn males of their animals and the 
firstborn males in their families are to be given to God. A lamb is to be sacrificed to redeem the 
firstborn of a donkey or it is to be killed. These actions would continually remind them of their 
deliverance from Egypt, and their duty to love and serve the Lord. As we gather in our services 
each week, we have occasions to observe believer’s baptism and the Lord's Supper. Each time 
we participate in these activities, we are reminded of our calling and duty to love and serve God.  
We are reminded of the sacrifice that was given and the debt that was paid by Jesus, a debt that 
none of us could ever pay on our own. 
 
13:17–22 – God’s Guidance – Just like loving parents that guide and instruct their children, God 
does the same for the Israelites. There were two ways from Egypt to Canaan. One shorter, 
through the Philistine country, and the other farther, through the wilderness. God, knowing what 
was best for His people, guided the Israelites around the Philistine country because he knew that 
in the face of war they would return to Egypt (Exodus 13:17). God never left their side, going 
before them as a pillar of cloud in the day and a pillar of fire at night. He was constantly 
shepherding them in the wilderness. He was faithful and always present even when His children 
doubted and questioned the direction they were given as we later see in Exodus 14:11–12. Today 
is no different. God is with us on every journey and in every trial we face.   
 
 
 
The Main Point 

 
Throughout the Bible, there are pictures of how God makes a way for his people. Exodus 

is no different. He delivered his people from slavery in Egypt just like he delivers us believers in 
Jesus from our slavery to sin. He wants His children to love him and serve him for His glory. He 
makes a way and guides us through the toughest times. 

 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 
 



	

• John 16:33 – No matter what we are dealing with, we can take comfort that Jesus has 
overcome the world. 

• Romans 8:18–39 – If we belong to Jesus, we know that we are safe with him. Our 
sufferings will be nothing compared to the glory he is revealing, and we can take comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from him.  



	

Week 12 
Exodus 14 – God Delivers His People 
By Michael Green 
 
Introduction 
 Control in this life is just an illusion. Sometimes, that truth is more apparent than others. 
There are times where it is abundantly clear that we are not in control. You might have a boss a 
couple of tiers up in your organization making choices that you completely disagree with while 
simultaneously feeling powerless to affect change. You might go to bed having a car that runs 
like a well-oiled machine only to turn the key the next morning to the sound of silence (typically 
when you are already running late). I just rode a plane from Raleigh-Durham to Atlanta to 
Birmingham and some pretty substantial turbulence reminded me very quickly that I am not in 
control. In that situation, the pilot has his hands on the wheel and (most likely, hopefully, I’m 
pretty sure) can identify each of the thousand important buttons on his dash, but even he can’t 
control turbulence. At the end of the day, preparation is really important, but the Lord is in 
control. As Proverbs 16:1 puts it, “The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the 
tongue is from the Lord.” In today’s passage, we’ll see a Pharaoh that thinks he is God, in his 
mind exerting absolute control over the subjects of his kingdom. And on the flip side, we will see 
God’s chosen people doubt that their God is in control at all. All of is being orchestrated by God 
for his glory, accomplishing his unalterable plans set before time began.  
 
 
Read Exodus 14 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. In what ways is our deliverance as believers in Christ similar to the Israelites deliverance 
from Egypt? 

2. Describe a time when the Lord was faithful when you were faithless. 
3. Share your thoughts on the Lord miraculously delivering the Israelites through the Red 

Sea on dry ground.  
4. Share your thoughts on the Lord swallowing up the Egyptian army in that same sea.  

 

 
Commentary 
14:1–9 – Throughout Exodus, one truth rings like a bell: God is in control. That truth will once 
again manifest itself in Chapter 14. By all human standards, the Israelites appear to be headed for 
a disastrous ending in their exodus from Egypt. The proverbial rock and a hard place will soon 
take the form of a sea of water and an ocean of chariots. But the Lord knows the end of a matter 



	

before its beginning. When Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt generations before, the Lord 
knew that the history of his people in Egypt would reach its climax at the Red Sea. This wouldn’t 
be in a battle of equals, but rather a rogue member of creation trying to usurp the authority and 
plans of the Creator, all the while being used to accomplish those very plans. The Lord knows 
the heart of Pharaoh, and he knows that it is about to turn yet again. He communicates to Moses 
that it’s all part of the plan. The Lord is orchestrating these events. Pharaoh acts according to his 
own inclinations, while simultaneously playing a role in plans set by the Lord before the 
foundation of the world. Even Pharaoh’s sin is wrapped up in the unalterable plans of the 
Almighty. 

In this chapter of Exodus, the above concept is most exemplified in the phrase, “I will 
harden Pharaoh’s heart” (v. 4). On the surface, this is a little troubling because we know that the 
Lord is incapable of sin. In James 1:13–14 we are told,  

 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  
 

The rest of Scripture is essential when chewing on deep, complex, short sentences like verse 4. 
The Bible is self-interpreting; Scripture clarifies Scripture.  

In Exodus, the concept of heart hardening starts all the way back in 4:21 when the Lord 
first discusses with Moses that he will be approaching Pharaoh on behalf of the Israelites. In that 
verse, the Lord tells Moses in reference to Pharaoh, “I will harden his heart.” On a casual 
reading, the Lord is the actor in the situation as he is in chapter 14. However, 7:14–15 reads as if 
Pharaoh is the primary actor in the hardening: “But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, 
and did not let the people go.” 

This kind of oscillating back and forth regarding who appears to be the primary actor in 
the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart happens a lot in Exodus (e.g. 7:3, 7:22, 8:15, 8:19, 8:32, 9:7, 
9:12, 9:34, 10:1, 10:20, 10:27, 14:7). Because God is perfect and incapable of sin, it is very 
important to understand that God is not causing Pharaoh to sin. Pharaoh is the cause of his own 
sin. And, yet another magnificent, grand truth is at play as well. Even Pharaoh’s wickedness is 
wrapped up in the perfect, undefiled plans of the Lord. His evil actions will ultimately result in 
God getting glory over Pharaoh in the most dramatic of ways. And that was the plan before time 
existed. 

In all of this, God’s motive is clear, stated explicitly even: “I will get glory over Pharaoh 
and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord” (14:4b). The Lord’s name will 
be revered. He is going to deliver his people. He has heard their cry (3:7–10). Pharaoh, as 
predicted by the Lord in verse 4, aligns himself yet again against the Lord and the Lord’s chosen 
people. He has a change of heart, and sets out in pursuit of the Israelites, harkening back to the 
state of his heart prior to the plagues being poured out on his land, as demonstrated in his initial 
interaction with Moses below.    

 
2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? 
I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:2, initial 
state of Pharaoh’s heart) 
 



	

8 But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them, you 
shall by no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and 
offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work be laid on the men that they may 
labor at it and pay no regard to lying words. (Exodus 5:8–9, initial reaction from 
Pharaoh) 
 

Pharaoh has set himself against the Lord and the Lord’s chosen people for a final time. He is in 
the unenviable position of being on the wrong side of the fact that God will be glorified. To rage 
against the Lord of Hosts (a military title indicating that God is the commander of heavenly 
armies) is to embrace demise. Pharaoh and his army will glorify God, but it will be through their 
destruction. 
 
14:10–18 – In verses 10 and 11, we see the fragility of the Israelites’ faith. I don’t mean to 
demean the scene that’s unfolding in front of their eyes. I can’t imagine more than 600 chariots 
with trained soldiers bearing down on me and my family. Something like that would rank very 
high on the “Things That Make One Panic” list. But the Lord has just delivered them from Egypt 
in an overtly mighty fashion. Up to this point in the exodus story, God has  
 

• heard their cry; 
• appointed them a leader, Moses;  
• sent miraculous plagues upon the Egyptians, while protecting and preserving the 

Israelites; 
• caused the Egyptians to voluntarily allow themselves to be plundered by the Israelites; 

and 
• led the Israelites out of Egypt by a cloud during the day and fire at night.  

 
And that’s just the high points. The Lord has manifested himself and his love for his people in 
dramatic ways, multiple times in front of their very eyes. Yet, when the Israelites catch a glimpse 
of the Egyptians and their chariots in pursuit, they crumble, posing to Moses the incredulous 
question, “Are there no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?” 
(v. 11) They even retrofit a false narrative, saying that they had told Moses beforehand that they 
wanted to remain in Egypt, serving the Egyptians rather than dying in a wilderness. This is a far 
cry from the actual account described in Exodus 2:23, “23 During those many days the king of 
Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their 
cry for rescue from slavery came up to God.” 

How quickly the Israelites forget what the Lord has done for them. How quickly they 
crumble in fear. But the Lord knows that his people are a forgetful people. Situations like this 
make it crystal clear why the Lord embedded yearly events like the Passover (see Exodus 12) in 
the Israelite calendar. He specifically explains that He does this so that future generations will 
remember the Lord and what he has done for his people (see Exodus 12:27, 13:14–16). He is 
faithful. He is steadfast. He is their deliverer. And he wants them to trust him, reflecting on and 
remembering what he has done for them, even in the form of major annual festivals.  

Watching the Israelites cower so quickly in fear, I can’t help but think of a line from the 
hymn Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, “Prone to wander Lord I feel it; prone to leave the 
God I love.” I am thankful for verses like Psalm 103:14, “For he knows our frame; he remembers 
that we are dust.” In my own life, I can quickly become overwhelmed by my circumstances, feel 



	

like life is spinning out of control, and forget that the Lord is on the throne, completely in 
control. He saved me, and he will deliver me. My circumstances might not immediately change, 
but my heart doesn’t have to be a slave to my circumstances. I have been set free from that. 
Every believer has been delivered from the bondage of sin and death, but we can often act as if 
that isn’t true. We can easily forget all that God has done for us in Christ. We need to be 
reminded of God’s goodness to help us when our hearts flail. As he did with Israel, the Lord has 
established reminders for us as well: baptism, communion, and the gathered body of Christ, for 
example. All of those are sewn into the fabric of the lives of God’s people today to remind us 
that he is our deliverer and he won’t forsake us. “He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13–14). 

Knowing the frailty of my own faith at times, I am encouraged by the Lord’s response to 
the Israelites’ lack of faith. He doesn’t throw up his hands, get angry that the Israelites have 
forgotten all that he has done for them, and abandon them, leaving them to face an 
insurmountable force all by themselves. Moses reassures the people that the Lord, the 
commander of heavenly hosts, will fight on their behalf. The one that delivered them will deliver 
them again. They simply need to stand firm in their faith and then behold the salvation that the 
Lord is going to bring about, sealing a deliverance out of bondage that the Israelites are 
powerless to bring about in their own strength. An object lesson on Psalm 20:7 then ensues, 
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.” The 
Lord tells Moses that all he needs to do is lift up his staff, and the Lord will handle everything. 
His people will go through the Red Sea on dry ground, the Egyptians will follow them, and the 
Lord of Hosts will get his glory over Pharaoh and his hosts.  
 
14:19–31 – As the Lord told Moses, Moses was to lift his staff and the Lord will do the rest. 
True to his word as he unalterably and perpetually is, the Lord delivers the Israelites in a mighty 
fashion. As demonstrated in so many places in Scripture, the Lord makes nature do unnatural 
things. That is because God exists outside of and independent from nature. He created the natural 
laws; he isn’t bound by them. I have never understood the instinct to try to make the miraculous 
explainable by natural means. Followers of Jesus are by definition not materialists. We do not 
believe that only those things that we can taste, touch, see, smell, or measure are real. We believe 
in a God who is unseen. Existing outside of time and space, he isn’t conformed by them and he 
isn’t bound by them. The fact that materialism and naturalism are the default atheistic premises 
of our day shouldn’t force us to try to convert every miracle into a system of cause and effects, 
somehow authored by God but in a way where he has to follow the rules of the game that he set 
in place. In this miracle at the Red Sea, water did what water cannot and should not do according 
to every science class that I have ever taken. Inanimate water obeyed its Creator. When the Lord 
told water to become a wall, it fell in line and did as it was told by the one that designed it. And, 
miraculously, at the behest of its Maker, it became two walls on opposite sides forming a 
hallway of deliverance for the Israelites from the bondage of Egypt. Having kids of my own, I 
can’t imagine what the conversations were like as I picture little hands running their fingers 
along the wet walls. The Israelites had to have been filled with awe and wonder at the power and 
faithfulness of the Lord. God once again makes a way in a hopeless, dark situation where the 
Israelites are completely powerless to effect the necessary change. God is their mighty deliverer.  

God’s chosen people walk through the sea on dry ground, and God is glorified. Then, the 
Egyptian army set in opposition to God enters that same wet corridor, and God is glorified yet 



	

again. As foretold to Moses, God gets his glory over Pharaoh and his hosts. Inanimate water 
again obeys the instructions of its designer, and the walls come tumbling down. In a fearful 
depiction of the fury of God toward man’s rebellion, chariots, horses, and soldiers that once 
seemed so powerful on land are rendered useless by the sea. The Lord defends his bride.  

It is too simplistic to see this situation as good versus evil with the Israelites being good 
and the Egyptians being evil. That, in fact, is wrong biblically. The Israelites have already shown 
their lack of faithfulness to the Lord, a fact that will manifest itself countless times on the other 
side of the Red Sea. When reading events like this in the Old Testament, we always need to keep 
in mind that a bigger story is developing. While the events of Exodus 14 are real and historical, 
they are also metaphorical. They point to the need for a true deliverer. As the Israelites were in 
darkness and bondage in the land of Egypt, so too every person that has walked the earth has 
been born into the darkness and bondage of sin. As the Israelites were powerless to change their 
situation and were in desperate need of deliverance, so too are we. We are born traitors to the 
King. In our natural selves, the Bible actually says that we are enemies of God. We are actually 
in a much more profound “rock and a hard place” type of situation than a sea and battle-clad 
soldiers in chariots. Old Testament passages like Hosea 11:1, “When Israel was a child, I loved 
him, and out of Egypt I called my son,” find their ultimate realization in New Testament 
passages like Matthew 2:14–15, “So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night 
and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’” That passage in Matthew is 
referring to God’s Son, Jesus Christ. He is our true deliverer. He is the only one that can deliver 
us from the darkness and bondage of our sin. He alone can change our hearts from being enemies 
of God to reborn children of God, a grand truth beautifully captured in the verses below.   

 
. . .but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 
saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation. (Romans 5:8–11) 
 

 
 
 
The Main Point 

The Lord is our only true hope for deliverance, which he offers freely in Christ. In him, 
there is nothing that can truly harm us. Aligned against him, there is nothing that can protect us. 
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 
 

• Romans 3 – God is faithful and true. 
• Romans 5 – In Adam, we all have sinned. Christ died to rescue sinners. 
• Luke 22:1–22 – Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper. 
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Week 13 
Exodus 15:1–21 – The Song of Moses 
By Michael Green 
 
Introduction 
 I love dancing. My wife does too. With all the busyness of raising kids, we don’t get to 
slip on our blue suede shoes very often. But I enjoy it when we do. It typically takes a song or 
two to get going, but songs have a way of connecting with our emotions. In today’s reading, 
songs don’t necessarily draw out the emotions of the Israelites. It’s kind of the reverse. The 
grand events that just took place, their miraculous deliverance from bondage, cause praises to 
issue forth in song. Out of hearts full of joy in the Lord and his steadfast love, a song arises, and 
a dance begins.     
 
 
Read Exodus 15:1–21 together. 
 
Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and 
Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 
3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 
4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 
Passage Specific Questions 

1. Discuss a time when you were acutely aware of the Lord’s deliverance in your life.  
2. What does this passage do to your view of God? Challenge it? Reinforce it? Refine it? 
3. Is praising the Lord in song (or even dance) a regular facet of your life, or is it pretty 

much confined to 10:00 a.m. on Sundays? What are some ways that you can incorporate 
worship through song into your life in addition to corporate worship?  

 

 
Commentary 
15:1–12 – Overjoyed by the deliverance of the Lord, Moses and the Israelites burst into praise. I 
think it’s worth discussing that this whole scene can be a bit off-putting to our modern 
sensibilities. In the culture in which I find myself, any form of aggression is demonized. The 
thought is that peaceable solutions should be able to be found for any situation. The Lord 
purposefully consuming a whole army in water, drowning the whole lot, and the people of God 
bursting forth in song and dance in response is something that would often cause pause in our 
hearts. At the very least, I think some mental processing might be necessary. So, let’s go there. 

In my view, Psalm 24:1 is a good place to start: “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.” Who is man then to speak back to God? I don’t 
say this in a flippant way, but in a way where the logic immediately follows from the assumption 
that we are made. We have an architect. We have a designer. Whether or not you choose to give 
your life to the Lord, your life is not your own. You were made. You belong to him, voluntarily 
or involuntarily. And you were made on purpose with a purpose. I think this is what Paul is 
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getting at with his rhetorical question, “But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?” This 
question is found below in what is probably one of the more controversial chapters in all of 
Scripture. It seems particularly apropos given that it has as its central illustration the hardening of 
Pharaoh’s heart. 

 
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he 
says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will 
or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For 
this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on 
whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.  
 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say 
to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over 
the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another 
for dishonorable use? (Romans 9:14–21) 
 

As discussed in last week’s study, Pharaoh is completely responsible for his own sin. He is 
making wicked decisions and aligning himself against the Lord. God is not tempting him or 
causing him to sin. And yet, even his wickedness is accomplishing God’s unalterable plans and 
purposes to bring glory to his name, plans set in place before time began, plans that “[his] name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Plans accomplished. Let’s note that we are in 2021 in 
Tuscaloosa, AL in the United States of America, removed by millennia and in a completely 
different geographical, social, and political context. And yet, here we are, worshipping his great 
name and beholding the dramatic events at the Red Sea, in awe of the Lord and his might.     

Second, context is important in analyzing aggression. For example, if God has placed you 
in my life, then my hope is that you hear the gospel and are saved. But if you choose to attack 
my wife or my children, you will be met with violence. There is a right, good, and proper place 
for God-honoring aggression. There are battles that need to be fought. And the Lord is defending 
and delivering his people from a powerful nation that would see them continue in harsh slave 
labor. His bride is being abused. He has had conversation after conversation with Pharaoh, and 
Pharaoh has chosen to disregard the warnings and punishments, choosing instead to go toe to toe 
with the commander of heavenly armies. God will get his glory because he is the only one 
worthy of glory. Pharaoh is committing violent, cosmic treason against the creator, violating the 
created order, and attacking God’s bride. The King of Kings puts a definitive end to it. And his 
aggressive action is good and right.  
 The Lord is faithful to his people. As Moses and Israel sing, this is their “father’s God” 
(v. 2). The Lord promised Abram that he would be the father of many nations. He would have 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky. Through him all the nations would be blessed. 
The Lord was with Isaac, Abram’s son. Then, he wrestled with Jacob, Isaac’s son, and gave him 
a new name, Israel. Israel’s son Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt, but eventually prospered 
greatly in the land because the Lord was with him. He did not forsake him. Generations pass 
between that time and the time of Moses. Yet, the Lord is faithful. He is still the strength of 
Israel. He is still their salvation. And, when they call on Him, he hears their cry. Pharaoh and his 
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army are no match for the Lord. The Lord is powerful and mighty to save. He is jealous for his 
bride. There is none like the Lord. He can’t be matched. To align against him is to be defeated at 
the outset. Effortlessly he opened up the sea and made a way for his beloved. And effortlessly he 
closed the sea and put an end to their enemy. Such a powerful force by any worldly standard was 
gobbled up like rubble in a tsunami, never to be seen again. There is no one like the Lord.  

If you are in union with the Lord based on the finished work of Christ, you are eternally 
enveloped in his faithful love. He will never leave you. He will never forsake you. And no one 
can snatch you from his hand. We have victory in Christ because the Lord has defeated sin on 
our behalf. Romans 8:37–39 sums this up beautifully,  

 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.      

 
Thus, we can sing right alongside Moses and Israel that the Lord has shattered our enemies and 
delivered us from a foe that was too powerful for us, our bondage to our own sin.  
 
15:13–21 – The love of the Lord is steadfast. He never leaves his people that he has bought back. 
As David says in Psalm 18:2–3,  
 

2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
    my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
    my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
    and I am saved from my enemies. 
 

If you are in Christ, you have been bought back from the bondage of sin and death. He has 
redeemed you. You are his, and he will never let you go. In Christ, you have all you ever need 
and you are eternally secure. Eternally secure. That is so good it’s worth repeating. Christ saved 
you, is saving you, and will save you. He diligently guards you, protecting you and delivering 
you from your enemies, not least of which is the sin in your own heart. He dwells in you, and 
you dwell in him. And one day your faith will be made sight. You will see the Lord face-to-face, 
and dwell with him for all eternity. He will faithfully lead you to your holy abode.  
 There is no foe that you face that can match the Lord. The outcome of the battle is sealed 
before it starts. The enemies of God fear his power. He is unmatched. To say he is superior 
almost sounds sinful because it makes it seem as if there is a real contest. But there is no contest 
if the battle is against the Lord. He has won it already. In Psalm 2:4, when speaking of enemies 
aligned against Israel, kings of the earth that conspire and plot attacks against the Lord’s 
anointed, the psalmist says, “He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in 
derision.”  

I think it is important here to realize that we probably don’t have the best frame of 
reference for a mighty king boasting in his strength. Most of the pictures that come to mind 
probably involve tyrants whose egos have given them god complexes that manifest themselves in 
anything but God-like ways. But the Lord is good. He is pure. He is loving. He is kind. He is a 
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defender of the weak. He looks on the lowly. He does not despise the humble. He is a king that 
laid down his life for his people, taking the punishment that should have been theirs for 
committing treason against him. This is the God we serve. He should be glorified because he is 
the only one who is worthy. He should be honored because he is the only one who is honorable. 
And he is mighty. He is all powerful. He is strong. As those pursuing the Israelites into the sea 
found out, it is a self-damning offense to align yourself against him. As promised in 14:4, the 
Lord did get “glory over Pharaoh and his host,” and those who saw and heard revered his name. 
You can’t witness or hear about something like that without having fear seize your heart. The 
Lord is with his people, and any enemy better think twice before attacking his beloved.        
 The Lord in his might has delivered Israel from its captors. He brought about what they 
could not do for themselves. It was not based in their own strength. The surrounding nations do 
not fear the Israelites because of who they are. They fear the Israelites because of who He is. The 
Lord fights on their behalf. He guards them and protects them. Contrary to the fear aroused in the 
heart of their enemies, this causes praise to bubble up in the Israelites. Singing and dancing befit 
this king. Sing your heart out. Grab a tambourine. Dance the night away. For the Lord has 
delivered us! He made a way where no way existed. He delivered the Israelites from the bondage 
of slavery in a foreign land, paving the way for the Son who delivers us from the bondage of sin. 
If ever there was something to sing and dance about, it’s that.  
 

3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp! 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! 
    Praise the Lord! (Psalm 150:3–6) 

 
 Throughout this guide, I have interwoven the Israelites’ experience with ours as 
believers. That is intentional. God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt becomes a defining concept 
in their relationship. He continually wants them to recall it. In Leviticus and Deuteronomy for 
example, there are so many times when the Lord gives commandments to his people and then 
concludes with a reminder that he is their Lord who set them apart and brought them out of 
Egypt. (Leviticus 22:31–33, 25:38, & 26:13 are great examples.) It is the Lord himself that 
makes the exodus a central narrative in the history of his chosen people. And the events of the 
exodus find their ultimate realization in Christ. He is our ultimate deliverer from bondage. He is 
the true Passover lamb. John’s account of the crucifixion in particular harkens back to these 
events. First Corinthians 5:7 explicitly states that “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed.” Everything that the Lord embedded into the nation of Israel pointed to the fact there 
is a true Israel, the Church, with a true redeemer, Jesus Christ. He laid down his life for his bride, 
sanctifying her, setting her apart. He is with her now. And he will return for her to take her to be 
with him in his holy abode.  
 Having made that connection explicit, I want to make one last point. We have spent so 
much time talking about the enemies of God aligning themselves against God and his people and 
the damning nature of that scenario. One of the beautiful things about the gospel is that enemies 
of God can become children of God. Christ died for us while we were his enemies and he 
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extends his invitation for reconciliation to all. There are no children of God that weren’t first 
enemies of God.  
 
 
 
The Main Point 

The Lord is faithful to his people. He is their deliverer. To be in Christ is to dwell 
eternally secure in an impenetrable fortress. He is worthy of our songs and dances of praise!  
 
 
A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 17 – God’s covenant with Abraham 
• Genesis 32 – Jacob wrestles with God and God gives him a new name, Israel. 
• Genesis 41 – The Lord was with Joseph and made him rise to power in Egypt. 
• Romans 9 – God is in charge; we are not. 
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