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A	Letter	from	the	Writers	
Dear	reader,	
	
	 This	is	a	guide	crafted	in	love.	It	is	written	by	the	members	of	this	body,	to	the	members	
of	this	body.	Our	hope	is	that	it	fosters	growth	in	Christ	through	the	mutual	discipling	that	takes	
place	when	we	intentionally	invest	in	one	another,	choosing	to	rub	elbows	and	read	God’s	
Word	together.	Our	earnest	desire	is	that	those	who	work	through	this	guide	in	small	groups	
will	walk	away	with	a	better	understanding	of	God’s	Word,	a	deeper	connection	with	other	
believers,	and	a	clearer	picture	of	Christ	and	his	church.	You	have	been	prayed	for,	and	our	
prayers	echo	the	heart	of	Paul	toward	the	church	at	Ephesus:	
	

14	For	this	reason	I	bow	my	knees	before	the	Father,	15	from	whom	every	family	in	
heaven	and	on	earth	is	named,	16	that	according	to	the	riches	of	his	glory	he	may	grant	
you	to	be	strengthened	with	power	through	his	Spirit	in	your	inner	being,17	so	that	Christ	
may	dwell	in	your	hearts	through	faith—that	you,	being	rooted	and	grounded	in	
love,	18	may	have	strength	to	comprehend	with	all	the	saints	what	is	the	breadth	and	
length	and	height	and	depth,	19	and	to	know	the	love	of	Christ	that	surpasses	
knowledge,	that	you	may	be	filled	with	all	the	fullness	of	God.	

20	Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	do	far	more	abundantly	than	all	that	we	ask	or	
think,	according	to	the	power	at	work	within	us,	21	to	him	be	glory	in	the	church	and	in	
Christ	Jesus	throughout	all	generations,	forever	and	ever.	Amen.	(Ephesians	3:14-21).	

	
While	this	guide	is	only	a	tool,	we	believe	that	the	Spirit	of	God	can	accomplish	amazing	things	
when	we	commit	to	digging	into	God’s	Word	in	community!	That	is	our	hope	for	you	this	spring.		

With	love,		
Aaron,	Anthony,	Harvey	III,		
Harvey	IV,	Michael,	and	Rand				 	
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Why	We	Have	Community	Groups	
The	story	of	the	Bible	in	a	nutshell	is	that	God	has	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	

has	loved	humanity	despite	our	rebellion	against	him,	and	has	made	a	way	to	restore	us	and	all	
of	creation	through	the	life,	death,	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	He	wants	a	relationship	with	you.	
He	wants	you	to	know	him.	In	John	17:3,	Jesus	says,	“And	this	is	eternal	life,	that	they	know	you	
the	only	true	God,	and	Jesus	Christ	whom	you	have	sent.”	In	knowing	Jesus,	we	receive	life.	

Our	faith	is	ultimately	about	what	God	has	done	for	us	in	Jesus.	It	is	about	how	a	good	
and	loving	father	made	a	way	for	a	rebellious	people	to	be	restored	at	great	cost	to	himself.	
Jesus	died	for	us	because	he	loves	us,	so	we	might	know	him,	and	in	knowing	him,	that	we	
might	know	the	Father	who	sent	him.	In	Galatians	2:20,	Paul	says,	“I	have	been	crucified	with	
Christ.	It	is	no	longer	I	who	live,	but	Christ	who	lives	in	me.	And	the	life	I	now	live	in	the	flesh	I	
live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved	me	and	gave	himself	for	me.”	We	trust	what	has	been	
done	on	our	behalf,	and	we	are	changed.	We	have	received	the	gift	of	life	through	Jesus	as	an	
unmerited	gift.		

We	come	to	faith	in	Jesus	individually,	but	he	unites	us	to	other	believers	corporately.	
We	best	grow	in	our	knowledge	of	Jesus	within	the	church,	the	body	of	Christ.	Colossians	3:15	
says,	“Let	the	word	of	Christ	dwell	in	you	richly,	teaching	and	admonishing	one	another	in	all	
wisdom,	singing	psalms	and	hymns	and	spiritual	songs,	with	thankfulness	in	your	hearts	to	
God.”	We	are	called	to	teach,	admonish,	and	sing	with	thankfulness	when	we	gather	together.	
This	is	when	we	begin	to	learn	about	God	from	one	another.		

Our	corporate	gathering	on	Sunday	mornings	is	only	part	of	the	way	we	do	this.	On	
Sundays,	we	proclaim	the	Word	of	God,	affirm	the	truth	that	he	is	better	than	anything	this	
world	has	to	offer,	remind	one	another	of	the	depth	of	his	love	and	mercy	shown	in	Jesus—all	
for	the	glory	of	God.	But	we	also	need	to	hear	how	God	is	working	in	the	lives	of	others.	We	
need	to	discuss	how	we	are	hurting	or	rejoicing,	to	laugh	and	cry	in	good	times	and	bad,	to	
learn	from	our	brothers’	and	sisters’	experiences	with	God,	to	wrestle	with	how	to	apply	
Scripture	to	our	every	day	lives,	to	work	out	together	what	it	looks	like	to	live	a	life	of	love	in	a	
broken	world.	We	need	a	faith	family	that	models	the	love	of	God	for	us	and	that	is	honest	with	
us	in	a	way	that	we	can	hear	what	they	have	to	say	because	we	know	they	love	us.		

This	is	the	kind	of	community	we	are	supposed	to	be—the	kind	of	community	we	all	
long	for,	but	this	kind	of	community	takes	time,	effort,	and	courage.	It	takes	believers	who	have	
experienced	the	grace	and	love	of	God	through	Jesus	and	are	seeking	to	live	out	the	truth	of	
that	love	for	others.	It	will	take	time.	Sometimes	we	will	want	to	sit	on	the	couch.	Sometimes	
we	will	want	to	hide	because	we	are	ashamed	of	something	we	have	done.	Sometimes	we	will	
want	to	pretend	like	we	have	it	all	together.	But	if	we	do	those	things,	we	are	robbing	ourselves	
and	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.	Only	in	the	giving	of	ourselves	through	authenticity	and	
service	can	we	experience	true	community.	This	true	community	is	a	tangible	taste	of	what	it	
looks	like	to	be	totally	known,	loved,	and	accepted	by	our	heavenly	father.		

At	Anchor,	our	mission	is	to	know	Jesus	and	make	him	known.	This	kind	of	community	
will	show	the	reality	of	the	gospel,	of	how	people	can	be	set	free	from	sin	and	death	to	live	a	
life	that	glorifies	God	regardless	of	the	temporary	circumstances	we	find	ourselves	in.	This	is	
why	we	value	community	groups.	Not	only	do	they	help	us	know	Jesus	better	through	his	Word	
and	through	the	Spirit’s	work	in	the	lives	of	other	believers,	but	they	also	provide	an	
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opportunity	to	invite	others	to	see	what	it	is	like	to	be	a	part	of	the	family	of	God	and	to	hear	
the	message	of	how	they	can	join	that	family.	The	success	of	our	groups	will	depend	on	how	
willing	each	one	of	us	is	to	participate	in	this	kind	of	community.	
	
This	is	how	we	have	laid	out	our	groups:		

1. Our	groups	will	meet	weekly	for	roughly	the	duration	of	the	fall	or	spring	semesters.	
2. Groups	can	be	joined	at	Group	Link,	at	the	invite	of	a	group	member,	or	by	contacting	

the	church.	
	

3. Groups	are	meant	to	facilitate	discussion	of	passages	of	Scripture	preached	on	Sunday.	
The	teaching	on	the	Scripture	has	been	done,	which	frees	our	groups	to	discuss	what	
God	is	doing	in	our	lives,	what	he	is	teaching	us	through	his	Word,	and	to	provide	
support	and	encouragement	as	we	navigate	the	ups	and	downs	of	living	in	a	broken	
world.		

4. Community	requires	friendship.	We	ask	that	each	group	enjoy	a	time	of	fellowship	
together	once	a	month	at	their	meeting	time,	but	also	to	seek	to	develop	these	
friendships	outside	of	the	group.		

5. In	order	to	remind	us	of	our	mission,	we	ask	that	groups	participate	in	a	day	of	service	
each	semester.		

	
Our	vision	at	Anchor	depends	on	the	body	of	Christ	living	out	its	calling.	God	gives	some	

the	role	of	equipping	believers	for	ministry,	but	each	believer	is	a	minister	of	the	gospel.	Each	
believer	is	a	disciple	maker.	Each	of	us	is	called	to	introduce	others	to	Jesus	and	to	help	one	
another	mature	in	him.	Community	groups	can	be	a	launching	pad	for	these	efforts.	We	have	
discussed	how	these	groups	can	be	a	picture	of	the	love	of	Christ	lived	out.	Those	we	have	
shared	the	gospel	with	can	be	invited	to	experience	these	groups	to	show	them	the	effects	of	
the	Spirit	in	the	lives	of	believers.	There	is	definitely	a	sense	of	discipleship	in	these	groups,	but	
they	are	only	the	beginning	of	the	kind	of	discipleship	relationships	that	we	want	to	cultivate	in	
our	church	family.	Community	groups	are	a	natural	place	to	find	these	kinds	of	relationships.	
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A	Few	Questions	Answered	
What	is	the	time	commitment	for	a	Community	Group?	

We	ask	that	each	Community	Group	commit	to	meeting	each	week	during	a	semester.	A	
semester	lasts	16	weeks.	The	weekly	meetings	are	1.5	hours	long.	
	
What	are	the	expectations	for	people	who	are	involved	in	a	community	group?	

Because	we	desire	for	our	community	groups	to	be	a	source	of	support	and	
encouragement,	there	are	expectations	for	those	involved:		

• Attend	regularly	
• Value	openness	and	transparency	
• Value	confidentiality	
• Encourage,	support,	pray,	and	care	for	one	another	
• Remind	one	another	of	the	implications	of	what	Christ	has	done	for	us,	particularly	our	

calling	to	share	the	gospel	with	those	around	us	
	

We	have	these	expectations	to	encourage	life	engagement	with	one	another.	We	all	
desire	to	belong	to	a	group,	but	unless	we	work	together	to	create	a	safe	and	loving	
environment,	this	rarely	happens.	We	have	found	that	setting	clear	expectations	helps	to	foster	
the	kind	of	loving,	Christian	community	we	desire.	
	
Can	I	invite	someone	to	my	community	group?	

Yes,	we	would	love	for	you	to!	
	
Who	leads	the	community	groups?	

Our	community	groups	are	lead	by	members	who	have	undergone	community	group	
leader	training.	This	involves	not	only	a	training	class,	but	also	an	apprenticeship	with	an	elder	
or	another	community	group	leader.	
	
How	can	I	become	a	community	group	leader?	

If	you	are	interested	in	leading	a	community	group,	you	should	let	your	community	
group	leader	know.	They	can	help	you	get	started	in	the	process.	
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Understanding	Our	Role	in	Scripture	
To	be	people	who	know	Jesus	and	make	him	known,	we	must	spend	time	with	him	by	

reading	the	Bible.	We	believe	the	Bible	is	God’s	inspired	Word	to	us	about	who	he	is,	what	he	is	
doing,	and	what	that	means	for	us.	

Many	of	us	have	been	taught	to	read	Scripture	in	a	way	that	is	not	terribly	helpful.	We	
approach	the	Bible	as	a	rulebook,	a	guide	to	life,	or	a	compilation	of	stories	about	people	we	
should	strive	to	emulate.	These	motivations	are	not	completely	wrong,	but	they	are	missing	the	
point.	The	Bible	is	first	and	foremost	a	story	about	God	the	Creator	and	his	work	and	purpose	in	
creation.	When	we	begin	to	see	this,	we	see	that	God	is	the	main	character,	rather	than	
ourselves.	It	is	about	him	and	what	he	is	doing.	God	is	telling	us	about	himself,	the	world	he	has	
made,	and	our	place	in	it.	In	fact,	we	are	not	only	characters	in	the	story,	we	are	the	recipients	
of	the	story.	And	when	we	begin	to	understand	these	things,	we	are	able	to	live	and	operate	in	
the	story	in	the	role	God	intended	for	us.	But	this	can	only	be	done	if	we	let	him	tell	us	who	we	
are,	who	he	is,	why	we	need	him,	and	how	he	can	and	will	change	us.	

Understanding	this	story	is	really	the	only	way	we	will	find	the	meaning	and	purpose	we	
are	looking	for	in	this	life.	This	makes	sense	if	you	think	about	it.	If	I	set	out	to	play	basketball	
but	have	no	idea	how	the	game	works,	I	cannot	expect	to	be	successful.	If	I	set	out	to	change	
the	oil	in	my	car	but	have	no	understanding	of	how	a	car	works,	I	will	probably	end	up	having	to	
buy	another	car.	If	I	am	looking	to	be	successful	in	life,	I	need	to	know	how	the	Creator	
designed	it	to	work.	This	can	only	happen	if	we	listen	to	him.	We	will	find	that	his	ways	are	
often	surprising	and	unexpected	and	the	complete	opposite	of	ours,	but	in	a	way	that	leads	to	
better	things	than	we	could	possibly	have	imagined.	

	

Reading	Scripture	
So	how	do	we	read	this	story?	The	best	way	is	to	pray	that	God	will	reveal	himself	to	you	

in	his	Word	and	then	dive	in.	There	is	no	substitute	for	time	with	him.	A	common	frustration	
among	believers	is	that	the	Bible	is	difficult	to	understand.	Therefore,	they	choose	not	to	read	
it.	However,	the	only	way	we	can	learn	how	to	read	God’s	Word	is	if	we	allow	it	to	teach	us	
how.	For	instance,	in	the	Old	Testament	(OT),	we	see	later	OT	authors	drawing	on	the	themes	
and	assumptions	of	previous	OT	authors.	In	the	New	Testament	(NT),	we	see	Jesus	and	the	
apostles	doing	the	same.	Jesus	teaches	his	disciples	that	the	correct	way	to	read	the	OT	is	to	
understand	that	it	is	pointing	to	him	as	the	Son	of	God	(ex.	Luke	24:27).	With	this	key	to	
unlocking	the	Scriptures,	the	disciples	could	then	begin	to	teach	those	around	them.	

Today,	we	are	to	do	the	same	as	the	disciples.	We	are	to	look	to	the	Scriptures	and	let	
them	teach	us	how	to	read	Scripture.	But	we	are	also	to	learn	from	others,	being	careful	to	
compare	what	they	say	to	what	we	see	in	Scripture.	In	addition,	we	are	to	share	what	we	are	
learning	with	others.	There	are	many	books	that	can	help	us	understand	the	Bible,	but	it	must	
again	be	stressed	that	the	Holy	Spirit,	through	the	reading	of	the	Bible,	teaches	us	how	to	read	
the	Bible	so	that	we	understand	who	God	is	and	what	he	is	doing.	

This	often	seems	like	a	daunting	task.	The	Bible	is	long	and	written	with	a	style	that	is	
different	than	what	we	are	used	to	reading.	But	when	we	begin	to	see	the	main	points	of	the	
story,	it	becomes	much	easier	to	follow.	Here	is	a	skeleton	of	the	story	to	help	you	understand	
the	main	flow	of	Scripture.	
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The	Story	of	Scripture	
Creation	

In	Genesis,	God	shows	himself	to	be	the	Creator.	He	has	always	existed,	and	as	we	study	
Scripture,	we	will	find	he	has	always	existed	as	the	Trinity—Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit—one	
God	in	three	persons.	Everything	else	was	created	by	him	from	nothing,	a	fact	that	shows	us	he	
is	wholly	different	from	us.	As	we	are	introduced	to	his	creation	in	Genesis	1,	we	see	that	
everything	he	has	made	is	good.	When	we	read	that,	we	feel	a	tension,	because	we	recognize	
that	the	world	as	we	know	it	misses	the	mark.	It	is	not	good	that	people	get	old,	that	loved	ones	
get	sick	and	die,	that	the	world	is	filled	with	violence	and	corruption.	This	tension	is	intentional.	
Things	are	not	how	God	created	them	or	wanted	them	to	be.	He	created	a	good	world.	At	its	
heart	is	a	garden	called	Eden	that	represents	the	best	of	God’s	world.	Here	he	places	a	man	and	
woman	(Adam	and	Eve),	both	created	in	the	image	of	God,	to	rule	over	creation	and	to	fill	the	
earth	with	the	glory	of	God.	This	is	a	world	with	no	sin,	no	sickness,	no	violence	and	no	death.	
They	have	everything	that	they	need.	They	have	fellowship	with	God,	they	have	a	purpose,	and	
they	have	the	use	of	all	of	creation.	God	gives	them	life	freely.	He	gives	them	only	one	
condition:	they	can	eat	of	the	fruit	of	every	tree	in	the	garden	except	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	
of	good	and	evil.	If	they	eat	from	it,	they	will	die.	
	
The	Fall	

Then	a	serpent	enters	the	garden.	The	serpent	suggests	that	God	does	not	have	
humanity’s	best	interest	in	mind,	that	maybe	they	know	more	about	what	they	want	than	God	
does.	He	suggests	that	God	denies	them	the	fruit	of	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil	
because	he	does	not	want	them	to	be	like	him.	And	instead	of	trusting	in	the	goodness	of	God	
as	displayed	throughout	his	creation	and	provision	for	them,	they	disobey	God.	This	is	known	as	
the	Fall.	At	this	point,	sin	and	its	consequences	enter	into	the	world	and	it	is	corrupted.	From	
here,	the	Bible	shows	how	the	choice	of	Adam	and	Eve	to	disobey	God	leads	to	increasing	
destruction	and	death.	It	corrupts	everything	it	touches	and	humanity	can	do	nothing	to	rid	
itself	of	the	problem.	Evil	is	in	our	world	because	we	invited	it	in,	and	there	is	nothing	we	can	
do	to	shut	it	out	again.	This	is	the	tension	we	are	meant	to	feel	as	we	read	Scripture:	one	that	
echoes	our	experience	in	what	is	often	a	cruel	world.	

But	God	is	gracious.	Instead	of	letting	death	be	the	last	word,	he	makes	a	promise	in	
Genesis	3:15	even	as	he	doles	out	the	consequences	of	disobedience.	When	talking	to	the	
serpent,	God	says,	“I	will	put	enmity	between	you	and	the	woman,	and	between	your	offspring	
and	her	offspring;	he	shall	bruise	your	head,	and	you	shall	bruise	his	heel.”	God	promises	that	
there	will	one	day	be	an	offspring	(or	seed	or	child)	of	the	woman	that	will	defeat	the	serpent.	
He	will	be	hurt	by	the	serpent,	but	in	so	doing,	he	will	crush	its	head.	This	promise	will	become	
clearer	as	the	story	unfolds.	
	
The	Good	Seed	and	Righteousness	by	Faith	

After	this,	we	see	the	effects	of	sin	driving	the	world	into	chaos.	Just	as	God	promised,	
sin	has	lead	to	death.	People	are	choosing	immorality,	violence,	abuse,	destruction,	and	death.	
A	few	faithful	hold	to	the	promise	of	a	seed	of	the	woman,	a	serpent	slayer	who	will	set	things	
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right,	but	even	these	show	themselves	to	be	thoroughly	infected	by	sin.	The	story	of	Noah	
illustrates	this.	Things	have	gone	horribly	wrong	up	to	this	point:	“The	Lord	saw	that	the	
wickedness	of	man	was	great	in	the	earth,	and	that	every	intention	of	the	thoughts	of	his	heart	
was	only	evil	continually”	(Genesis	6:5).	But	Genesis	5:28–29	says,	“	When	Lamech	had	lived	
182	years,	he	fathered	a	son		and	called	his	name	Noah,	saying,	‘Out	of	the	ground	that	the	Lord	
has	cursed,	this	one	shall	bring	us	relief	from	our	work	and	from	the	painful	toil	of	our	hands.’”	
Lamech,	Noah’s	father,	understands	the	promise	of	Genesis	3:15	that	God	will	send	a	serpent	
slayer	to	set	things	right.	He	hopes	that	his	son	is	this	man.	And	as	Noah	grows,	it	looks	like	he	
might	be.	God	recognizes	that	he	is	the	one	righteous	man	on	earth.		

Because	the	world	is	so	evil,	God	floods	the	earth,	saving	only	Noah	and	his	family.	This	
story	teaches	us	something	about	the	heart	of	man.	Although	God	has	brought	judgment	upon	
the	earth	and	is	restarting	with	one	righteous	man	and	his	family,	sin	has	so	permeated	the	
human	heart	that	even	Noah,	a	righteous	man	who	has	just	been	spared	judgment,	shows	his	
brokenness.	The	next	time	we	hear	about	Noah,	he	is	drunk	and	naked,	shaming	himself	before	
his	children.	Even	the	most	righteous	man	on	earth	falls	far	short	of	God’s	standard	for	man.	
Noah	looked	like	he	may	be	the	promised	seed	of	the	woman	to	slay	the	serpent,	but	he	is	as	
broken	as	all	the	rest.	Though	his	faith	is	to	be	emulated,	he	cannot	save	even	himself,	much	
less	the	world.	And	by	Genesis	11,	we	see	the	world	openly	rebelling	against	the	rule	of	God	
again.	This	shows	there	is	a	heart	problem	with	humanity.	We	choose	to	cut	ourselves	off	from	
God,	the	source	of	life,	and	in	doing	so,	we	choose	destruction.	That	is	the	clear	trajectory	for	
humanity	established	in	Genesis.	

But	just	as	things	are	looking	hopeless,	God	steps	in	and	chooses	a	man	who	will	later	be	
renamed	Abraham	to	receive	a	great	promise.	In	Genesis	12:1–2,	God	says	to	Abraham,	“Go	
from	your	country	and	your	kindred	and	your	father’s	house	to	the	land	that	I	will	show	you.	
And	I	will	make	of	you	a	great	nation,	and	I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	name	great,	so	that	
you	will	be	a	blessing.	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	him	who	dishonors	you	I	will	curse,	
and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”	Of	particular	importance	here	is	the	
idea	that	all	the	families	of	the	earth	will	be	blessed	through	Abraham	(more	on	that	in	a	
minute).	Of	immediate	concern	to	Abraham	is	how	God	can	make	him	a	great	nation	even	
though	he	has	no	children	and	has	a	barren	wife.	But	in	Genesis	15,	God	reaffirms	his	promise,	
and	Abraham	believes	God	and	in	so	doing	clues	us	into	how	a	sinful	and	broken	people	might	
be	able	to	be	made	right	with	our	creator.	Genesis	15:6	says,	“And	he	believed	the	Lord,	and	he	
counted	it	to	him	as	righteousness.”	Abraham	believes	that	God	will	come	through	on	his	
promise,	and	God	counts	Abraham’s	faith	as	righteousness.	This	clues	us	into	why	people	like	
Noah	are	considered	righteous	even	though	we	see	that	man’s	heart	is	broken.	They	believe	
the	promise	of	the	seed	of	the	woman	who	will	slay	the	serpent.	And	God	is	narrowing	his	
promise	when	he	covenants	with	Abraham	to	bless	the	nations	through	his	offspring	or	seed.	
The	serpent	slayer	will	be	a	child	of	Abraham,	and	he	will	be	a	blessing	to	the	nations.		

The	OT’s	definition	of	righteousness	can	be	surprising	to	many.	Many	see	the	OT	way	to	
salvation	as	observance	to	the	law	of	Moses,	but	this	is	not	the	case.	It	is	by	faith	in	the	
promises	of	God.	Romans	4:1–3	assures	us	that	this	interpretation	is	correct,	“What	then	shall	
we	say	was	gained	by	Abraham,	our	forefather	according	to	the	flesh?	For	if	Abraham	was	
justified	by	works,	he	has	something	to	boast	about,	but	not	before	God.	For	what	does	the	
Scripture	say?	‘Abraham	believed	God,	and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	righteousness.”	Faith,	not	
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works,	is	and	has	always	been	the	basis	of	justification.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	
belief	and	obedience	are	closely	related	throughout	Scripture.	Belief	is	counted	as	
righteousness,	but	that	belief	is	always	accompanied	by	a	heart	that	is	motivated	by	the	grace	
and	mercy	received	towards	obedience.	Thus	obedience	is	the	fruit	(or	result)	of	a	life	of	faith.	
Faith,	not	works,	is	counted	as	righteousness.	Obedience	flows	out	of	this	faith.	Obedience	can	
be	thought	of	as	living	out	the	identity	God	gives	us	because	of	our	faith.	We	will	look	at	this	
more	in	our	discussion	of	the	New	Testament.	

Just	as	we	would	expect	from	our	knowledge	of	humanity,	Abraham	and	his	
descendants	continue	to	exhibit	evidence	of	heart	problems.	Throughout	the	rest	of	the	OT,	
they	lie,	they	cheat,	they	sleep	around,	they	murder.	They	are	thoroughly	broken.	They	will	
never	make	themselves	pure.	Even	the	best	choose	themselves	over	God.	It	is	important	that	
we	see	salvation	as	something	completely	out	of	the	reach	of	humanity.	But	more	importantly,	
God	steps	in	and	provides	salvation	to	those	who	are	willing	to	repent.	God	is	faithful	despite	
failures.	He	continues	to	pursue	his	people.	He	continues	to	offer	forgiveness	and	mercy	to	
those	who	will	respond	in	belief	to	his	promises.		

	
The	Exodus	and	The	Law	

A	few	generations	down	the	road	from	Abraham,	we	find	that	his	family	(the	Hebrews	
or	the	people	of	Israel)	has	grown	large,	but	they	are	enslaved	to	the	Egyptians.	It	is	important	
to	note	that	this	is	predicted	in	Genesis	15:13,	a	fact	that	should	only	further	confirm	the	
sovereignty	of	God	in	our	minds.	Things	are	not	good.	Not	only	are	they	oppressed,	but	their	
numbers	intimidate	Pharaoh,	and	he	decrees	that	every	Hebrew	male	child	born	be	killed	by	
being	cast	into	the	Nile	(Exodus	1:22).	But	one	woman,	in	an	effort	to	save	her	baby	son,	places	
him	in	a	basket	and	floats	him	down	the	same	river.	The	daughter	of	Pharaoh	finds	the	child	
and	raises	him	as	her	own.	This	man	is	Moses.	He	will	lead	Israel	in	the	exodus,	a	climatic	
moment	in	history	where	God	delivers	Israel	from	Egypt	and	establishes	them	as	a	nation.	This	
will	be	the	moment	by	which	OT	believers	remember	the	faithfulness	of	God	and	becomes	the	
bedrock	for	their	hope	of	future	deliverance.	

The	story	of	Exodus	shows	the	power	of	God.	He	uses	the	deliverance	of	Israel	to	tell	a	
story	that	will	be	repeated	over	and	over	again.	A	man	will	bring	a	broken	people	out	of	the	
bonds	of	slavery	and	into	a	Promised	Land.	The	story	of	Moses	will	set	the	trajectory	for	the	
greater	redemption	story	where	Christ	comes	to	save	his	people	from	sin	and	death	and	restore	
them	and	the	world	to	their	intended	place.	Moses,	through	the	power	of	God,	pleads	with	
Pharaoh	to	let	his	people	go.	God	sends	ten	plagues,	each	proving	his	power	over	the	gods	of	
Egypt	and	the	last	of	which	costs	the	Egyptians	that	which	they	took	from	the	Israelites:	their	
firstborn	sons.	Israel	is	spared	this	fate	through	what	becomes	known	as	the	Passover.	God	calls	
each	house	to	sacrifice	a	lamb	and	paint	its	blood	on	the	door	posts.	They	are	to	then	eat	a	
special	meal	that	becomes	known	as	the	Passover	meal.	That	night	as	the	angel	of	the	Lord	is	
putting	the	firstborn	to	death,	he	passes	over	the	houses	that	believe	God	and	act	on	his	
commandment	to	sacrifice	the	lamb,	resulting	in	the	sparing	of	their	firstborn	sons.	This	final	
plague	convinces	Pharaoh	to	release	Israel.	

Despite	the	miraculous	ways	God	delivers	them	from	Egypt,	including	the	crossing	of	the	
Red	Sea,	they	again	choose	fear	rather	than	trust	him.	God	leads	them	on	the	way	to	Promised	
Land	in	a	pillar	of	cloud	by	day	and	a	pillar	of	fire	by	night.	He	feeds	them	manna	that	
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miraculously	appears	on	the	ground.	He	gives	them	water	from	a	rock	when	they	have	nothing	
to	drink,	and	still	they	grumble	against	him.		

Finally,	they	come	to	a	place	called	Mount	Sinai	and	something	amazing	happens.	God	
makes	a	covenant	(probably	the	best	way	to	understand	a	covenant	is	a	promise	that	is	marked	
by	loyal	relationship)	with	Israel	that	they	will	be	his	people	if	they	will	obey	what	he	calls	them	
to	do.	That	sounds	good	to	them	and	so	they	say	they	will.	Moses	then	goes	up	the	mountain	to	
meet	with	God	and	before	he	can	come	back	down,	they	have	already	failed.	They	make	an	idol	
and	begin	worshipping	it.	The	only	thing	that	keeps	God	from	destroying	them	is	his	promise	to	
Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.		

Eventually,	they	move	on.	God	leads	them	on	towards	the	Promised	Land	(Canaan),	and	
he	continues	to	provide	for	them	on	the	way.	As	they	near	the	land,	they	send	out	twelve	spies	
to	investigate.	It	is	a	rich	land	but	also	one	filled	with	powerful	people.	Ten	of	the	twelve	spies	
report	that	they	do	not	believe	they	can	take	the	land.	Two	of	the	spies,	Joshua	and	Caleb,	
disagree	and	urge	the	people	to	trust	God.	Instead,	they	doubt	his	promise	and	try	to	stone	
Joshua	and	Caleb,	rebelling	against	God.	God	intervenes	and	is	again	on	the	verge	of	destroying	
Israel.	Only	his	promise	stays	his	hand.	The	consequence	for	their	actions?	None	of	this	
unbelieving	generation	will	get	to	enter	the	Promised	Land.	All	but	Joshua	and	Caleb	will	die	in	
the	wilderness	as	Israel	is	made	to	wander	in	it	for	the	next	40	years.		

This	includes	Moses.	He	is	like	Noah	in	that	he	appears	to	be	the	one	who	will	bring	
about	the	promises	of	God,	but	despite	his	great	faithfulness,	he	too	sins	in	ways	that	show	us	
he	too	is	broken	and	in	need	of	God’s	intervention.	This	is	never	more	evident	than	when	he	
strikes	the	rock	at	Meribah	in	disbelief	and	frustration,	and	God	says	to	him,	“Because	you	did	
not	believe	in	me,	to	uphold	me	as	holy	in	the	eyes	of	the	people	of	Israel,	therefore	you	shall	
not	bring	this	assembly	into	the	land	that	I	have	given	them”	(Numbers	20:12).	Even	the	great	
Prophet	Moses	falls	short	of	God’s	perfect	standard	and	is	lost	apart	from	God’s	intervention.	
	 It	is	amazing	that	God	continues	to	provide	for	Israel	even	as	they	wander	through	the	
desert.	But	the	message	is	clear	–	disobedience	displays	a	lack	of	belief	in	the	promises	of	God,	
resulting	in	wandering	through	the	desert	rather	than	entering	into	the	Promised	Land	(an	
image	that	will	later	represent	entering	into	the	rest	of	God).	As	the	40	years	come	to	a	close,	
Moses	gives	some	last	instructions	to	the	Israelites	before	he	dies,	and	they	enter	into	the	land	
without	him.		

In	Deuteronomy	28–29,	Moses	reminds	them	of	the	covenant	they	have	made	with	
God.	If	they	believe	in	him	and	his	promises	as	demonstrated	by	their	obedience,	he	will	bless	
them	in	all	kinds	of	ways.	If	they	disobey,	they	will	experience	curses,	most	notably	they	will	
face	exile	at	the	hands	of	their	enemies.	Deuteronomy	30:15	sums	it	up	this	way,	“See,	I	have	
set	before	you	today	life	and	good,	death	and	evil.”	But	Deuteronomy	30	also	lets	us	know	what	
is	going	to	happen.	They	are	going	to	disobey	and	go	into	exile.	They	are	going	to	do	exactly	
what	everyone	before	them	has	done.	They	are	going	to	choose	to	disobey	God	and	die,	and	
here	we	are	clued	in	as	to	why:	they	have	uncircumcised	hearts.	They	can’t	love	God	how	they	
are	supposed	to	because	their	hearts	are	infected	with	sin	and	must	be	made	new.	This	is	also	
called	a	“heart	of	stone”	(Ezekiel	36:26).	But	there	is	hope.	There	will	be	a	day	that	God	
intervenes.	Deuteronomy	30:6	says,	“And	the	Lord	your	God	will	circumcise	your	heart	and	the	
heart	of	your	offspring,	so	that	you	will	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart	and	with	all	
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your	soul,	that	you	may	live.”	God	is	doing	something	on	the	behalf	of	his	people	that	they	
cannot	do	for	themselves:	change	their	very	hearts.	

This	echoes	what	we	see	in	Genesis	3:15	and	Genesis	12:1–2.	God	is	at	work	to	bring	
about	salvation	for	his	people,	and	we	are	seeing	his	plan	slowly	unfold.	It	is	something	he	must	
do	on	our	behalf.	God	will	send	a	seed	of	the	woman	who	will	crush	the	head	of	the	serpent.	He	
will	be	from	the	line	of	Abraham,	and	he	will	be	a	blessing	to	the	nations.	Genesis	15:6	assures	
us	that	those	who	are	considered	righteous	are	those	who	believe	the	promises	of	God.	These	
believers	will	be	the	ones	whose	hearts	have	been	circumcised	so	they	will	love	God	with	all	
their	hearts	and	souls	that	they	may	live	(Deuteronomy	30:6).		

Despite	the	warning,	the	prediction	of	Deuteronomy	30	comes	true.	Upon	entering	the	
Promised	Land,	Israel’s	obedience	quickly	wavers.	Numerous	accounts	like	Joshua	7	show	the	
Israelites	disobeying	God	thinking	they	know	better	than	him	about	what	will	make	them	
happy.	At	times,	they	keep	things	for	themselves	they	were	told	not	to;	other	times,	they	are	
fearful.	They	do	not	completely	conquer	the	land.	Judges	records	in	great	detail	a	people	who	
are	quick	to	forget	God.	He	intervenes	to	save	them	over	and	over	again,	sending	judges	to	
help,	but	they	continue	to	fall	into	unbelief	and	disobedience.	Judges	is	summed	up	with	its	last	
verse,	“In	those	days	there	was	no	king	in	Israel.	Everyone	did	what	was	right	in	his	own	eyes”	
(Judges	21:25).	
	
	
Kingdoms,	Prophets,	and	Exile	

At	this	point,	God	allows	Israel	an	earthly	king.	A	man	of	kingly	stature	named	Saul	
receives	the	crown.	However,	despite	his	appearance,	it	quickly	becomes	apparent	that	his	life	
does	not	match	up.	He	becomes	murderously	jealous	of	a	young	man	named	David	that	God	
chooses	to	replace	him	as	king	(remember	disobedience	illustrates	a	lack	of	belief).	David	is	a	
man	specifically	chosen	by	God.	He	is	from	the	tribe	of	Judah.	We	didn’t	talk	about	this,	but	in	
Genesis	49:10,	Jacob,	a	descendant	of	Abraham,	declares	that	Judah,	or	more	literally	an	
offspring	of	Judah,	will	rule	forever.	All	peoples	will	obey	him,	and	the	kingdom	will	be	so	
wealthy	he	can	tie	his	foal	to	the	choice	vine	and	wash	his	garments	in	wine.	These	are	
Messianic	descriptors,	meaning	that	these	things	describe	the	Messiah,	the	one	God	is	sending	
to	set	things	right,	and	the	Messianic	Kingdom	he	will	usher	in.	This	is	important	now	because	
hints	to	the	meaning	of	the	promises	of	God	are	given	here.		

The	serpent	slayer	will	be	a	seed	of	the	woman	(a	human),	a	seed	of	Abraham,	from	the	
tribe	of	Judah,	and	as	we	will	see,	a	son	of	David	(meaning	in	the	lineage	of	David).	David	seems	
to	be	the	next	contender	for	the	position	of	serpent	slayer.	God	handpicks	him.	As	a	boy,	he	
slays	the	giant	Goliath	when	all	of	Israel	trembles	before	him.	He	is	patient	and	merciful	to	Saul	
despite	Saul’s	murderous	intentions	towards	him.	He	is	even	called	a	man	after	God’s	own	
heart	(1	Samuel	13:14).	But	we	will	see	that	he	too	is	broken,	most	notably	in	his	sin	with	
Bathsheba.	He	will	sleep	with	her,	a	married	woman,	and	then	have	her	husband	killed	to	cover	
his	sin.	Again,	the	Bible	clearly	illustrates	even	the	best	of	men	have	hearts	that	are	deeply	
flawed.	David	is	not	the	Messiah.	But	he	does	receive	a	promise	from	God	that	focuses	the	
expectations	of	deliverance.	God	promises	David,	“And	your	house	and	your	kingdom	shall	be	
made	sure	forever	before	me.	Your	throne	shall	be	established	forever”	(2	Samuel	7:16).	One	
from	the	line	of	David	will	rule	forever	as	the	Messianic	King.	This	Kingdom	will	be	described	in	
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further	detail	in	the	prophets,	but	the	gist	is	that	it	will	be	an	everlasting	kingdom	marked	by	
righteousness	and	justice:	the	two	major	concerns	of	God’s	law.		

After	David	dies,	his	son	Solomon	begins	his	rule.	He,	like	his	father	starts	out	promising.	
He	asks	God	for	wisdom	and	receives	it.	He	writes	much	of	the	wisdom	literature	in	Scripture	
(Ecclesiastes,	Song	of	Solomon,	and	much	of	Proverbs).	He	is	successful	in	his	reign.	The	nations	
come	to	meet	him	and	pay	tribute.	In	some	ways,	he	is	a	picture	of	what	the	Messianic	King	
might	look	like,	but	he	is	as	fallen	as	the	rest.	He	lets	his	numerous	wives	lead	his	heart	after	
idols	rather	than	stay	true	to	God.	

The	rest	of	the	accounts	of	the	kings	of	Israel	are	much	like	this.	Most	are	outright	
rebellious.	Some	make	a	call	for	renewed	faithfulness,	but	the	trend	is	towards	disobedience.	
As	a	result,	God	does	just	what	he	said	he	was	going	to	do.	The	people	choose	disobedience	
and	in	doing	so,	they	choose	the	curse	(Deut.	30:15-20).		
	 This	leads	to	disaster	for	Israel.	Under	Solomon’s	son,	the	kingdom	of	Israel	is	split	into	
two	kingdoms:	Israel	in	the	North,	and	Judah	in	the	South.	The	kingdom	of	Israel	is	conquered	
by	the	Assyrians	and	carried	off	into	exile.	Then	the	kingdom	of	Judah	is	conquered	by	the	
Babylonians	and	carried	off	into	exile.	At	this	point,	one	is	left	to	wonder	how	one	in	the	line	of	
David	will	sit	on	the	throne	forever	and	set	things	right	if	there	is	no	throne	in	Israel.	But	we	
must	remember	that	during	the	periods	of	the	kings	and	now	in	the	exile,	prophets	were	sent	
to	tell	the	Jewish	people	they	were	about	to	be	punished	and	then	while	in	exile	why	they	are	
being	punished.	They	have	disobeyed	God	and	are	experiencing	the	curse	Moses	discussed	in	
Deuteronomy	29.	But	that	is	not	the	end	of	the	story.	They	are	also	reminded	about	who	God	
is,	how	he	is	faithful	to	his	promises,	how	he	is	merciful,	how	he	has	redeemed	them	in	the	
past,	and	how	they	can	expect	him	to	do	so	again.	And	he	will	do	so	in	a	way	that	will	address	
the	problem	they	have	been	unable	to	address	themselves.	He	will	give	them	new	hearts.	
	 There	are	many	clarifications	of	the	promises	of	God	in	the	prophets.	In	our	brief	
overview	it	is	important	to	see	that	there	will	be	a	Messianic	(anointed	one,	promised	deliverer)	
King	from	the	line	of	David	(Isaiah	9:6-7;	Jeremiah	23:5-5)	and	yet	greater	than	David	(Psalm	
110:1),	who	in	some	way	is	like	a	son	of	man	and	yet	who	seems	to	share	in	the	divinity	and	
authority	of	God	(Daniel	7:13-14),	who	will	suffer	for	the	sins	of	others	(Isaiah	52:13-53:12)	and	
yet	will	rule	forever	in	righteousness	and	justice	over	a	world	that	has	been	freed	from	sin	and	
its	curse	(Isaiah	11:1-9).	This	king	will	not	only	save	Israel,	but	will	bring	salvation	to	the	nations	
(Isaiah	49:6).	We	see	that	the	members	of	this	new	kingdom	will	have	a	new	covenant	with	God	
in	which	he	will	write	his	law	on	their	hearts	and	mind	(Jeremiah	31:31-34),	meaning	he	will	
make	them	into	the	kind	of	people	with	hearts	that	are	able	to	love	follow	him.	There	is	more	
than	we	can	discuss	in	this	short	overview,	but	it	is	important	to	see	the	expectation	of	
redemption	and	salvation	that	exists	because	of	the	promises	of	God	revolving	around	the	seed	
of	the	woman	as	declared	by	the	prophets	throughout	the	exile.	
	 This	is	where	the	OT	ends,	with	the	expectation	of	a	Messiah,	a	serpent-slayer	from	the	
line	of	David	who	will	be	a	blessing	to	the	nations,	who	will	provide	forgiveness	of	sins,	conquer	
death,	and	rule	eternally	with	righteousness	and	justice.	However,	as	they	trickle	back	from	
exile	and	are	allowed	to	rebuild	Jerusalem	and	the	temple,	no	one	thinks	that	this	new	kingdom	
has	come.	Israel	languishes,	waiting	for	its	promised	deliverer,	and	they	will	do	so	for	400	years.	
The	question	for	Israel	is	“when	will	this	Messiah	come?”	
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The	Messiah	
	 This	is	the	context	for	the	coming	of	Jesus—a	once	perfect	world	broken	by	an	act	of	
rebellion	by	the	very	ones	created	to	be	caretakers	of	it.	This	rebellion	has	lead	to	broken	
fellowship	with	the	creator,	humanity’s	enslavement	to	sin,	suffering	caused	by	evil,	and	
ultimately	death.	Hope	seems	distant,	but	deliverance	is	coming	in	a	most	unexpected	way.	
	 It	is	important	to	note	that	the	NT	writers	see	the	coming	of	Jesus	and	his	preaching	of	
the	dawning	kingdom	of	God	as	the	fulfillment	of	the	OT	Scripture	and	its	promises.	This	is	why	
Matthew	begins	with	a	genealogy	of	Jesus	connecting	him	to	Abraham	(Matthew	1:1-17),	Luke	
records	a	genealogy	connecting	him	all	the	way	back	to	Adam	(Luke	3:23-38),	and	all	of	the	
Gospels	(Matthew,	Mark,	Luke,	and	John)	make	frequent	use	of	OT	quotes	and	allusions	to	
confirm	Jesus	as	the	promised	Messianic	King.	They	believe	God’s	promises	in	the	OT	and	see	
them	fulfilled	in	Jesus’	life,	death,	and	resurrection.	
	 Although	there	are	plenty	of	examples	of	God	choosing	people	of	low	station	to	fulfill	
his	purposes,	the	typical	Jewish	expectation	for	the	Messiah	was	one	who	would	come	in	
political	power.	That	is	not	how	Jesus	comes.	He	comes	from	humble	beginnings.	When	he	
starts	his	ministry	he	chooses	twelve	men	to	invest	in.	He	doesn’t	choose	the	best	and	
brightest;	he	chooses	fishermen	and	a	tax	collector.	But	as	he	begins	to	minister,	it	becomes	
clear	that	Jesus	is	different.	He	heals	people;	he	casts	out	demons;	he	shows	his	authority	over	
nature;	and	he	miraculously	provides	sustenance.	He	amazes	the	crowds	as	he	teaches	as	one	
with	more	authority	than	they	have	never	seen.	He	forgives	sins;	he	overturns	the	temple;	he	
explains	how	they	have	misunderstood	the	teachings	of	the	OT.	He	claims	to	be	the	fulfillment	
of	OT,	the	way	to	the	Father,	the	living	water,	the	light	of	the	world.	But	most	amazing	of	all,	he	
claims	to	be	the	Son	of	God:	one	with	God	the	Father.	That	is	what	all	his	teachings	and	
miracles	are	pointing	towards.	The	Messiah	(or	Christ	as	he	is	called	in	the	NT)	has	come	and	his	
miracles	are	showing	the	dawning	of	the	new	kingdom	promised	in	the	OT.	But	the	Jewish	
leaders	are	skeptical,	which	is	unsurprising	as	it	threatens	their	positions	of	power,	and	they	
begin	to	plot	to	kill	Jesus.		
	 Jesus’	teachings	are	surprising.	He	teaches	an	upside-down	economy	for	the	new	
kingdom	he	is	ushering	in.	The	meek	will	inherit	the	earth	(Matt.	5:5).	You	must	love	your	
enemies	(Matt.	5:43-48).	You	must	store	up	your	treasure	in	heaven,	not	on	earth	(Matt.	6:19-
21).	Those	who	want	to	follow	him	must	expect	to	be	hated	and	persecuted	(Matt.	10:16-25).	
Those	who	are	like	children	will	be	the	greatest	in	the	kingdom	(Matt.	18:3-4).	Those	who	
desire	to	be	great	must	serve	(Matt.	23:11-12).	Earthly	riches	make	entering	into	the	kingdom	
difficult	(Matt.	19:23-24).	Those	who	wish	to	keep	their	lives	must	lose	it	(Matt.	16:24-27).	Then	
Jesus	shows	what	he	means	by	all	of	this	by	serving	us	in	a	way	that	we	could	never	repay.	He	
does	something	for	us	that	we	could	never	do	for	ourselves.	He	pays	the	penalty	for	our	sins.	
The	greatest	among	us,	the	very	Son	of	God,	serves	a	world	that	has	been	rebelling	against	him	
since	the	beginning	of	time	and	takes	our	sins	upon	his	shoulders.	He	takes	our	penalty	for	our	
sins—death.	The	God	of	the	universe	becomes	the	suffering	servant	of	Isaiah	53:5,	“…he	was	
pierced	for	our	transgressions;	he	was	crushed	for	our	iniquities;	upon	him	was	the	
chastisement	that	brought	us	peace,	and	with	his	wounds	we	are	healed.”	And	because	he	is	
perfect,	because	he	is	sinless,	because	he	is	the	Son	of	God,	he	rises	again	from	the	grave	(Matt.	
28:1-10).	Jesus—the	seed	of	the	woman,	the	blessing	to	the	nations,	the	Davidic	king,	the	



	 16	

suffering	servant,	the	Son	of	God—has	fulfilled	the	promise	of	God.	He	crushes	the	head	of	the	
serpent.	He	defeats	sin	and	death	and	inaugurates	the	new	kingdom.	
	

Our	Place	in	the	Story	
	 This	is	where	you	and	I	find	ourselves	in	the	story.	Sin	and	death	have	been	defeated,	
and	we	are	offered	a	choice.	Will	we	trust	Jesus	and	his	work	on	the	cross	for	the	forgiveness	of	
our	sins	or	will	we	trust	in	ourselves	and	our	works?	At	first	the	answer	seems	easy.	But	Jesus	
calls	us	to	count	the	cost	of	following	him.	He	is	coming	back	to	set	all	things	right,	but	until	he	
does,	we	are	to	be	sharing	his	story	so	that	others	might	be	saved.	And	what	the	Bible	tells	us	is	
that	many	will	reject	him	and	in	so	doing	reject	and	persecute	us.	Belief	in	him	will	mean	hatred	
by	the	world.	The	call	to	follow	Jesus	is	the	call	to	forget	about	temporary,	earthly	gain	and	to	
pursue	Jesus	and	his	coming	kingdom.	It	is	the	call	to	be	willing,	like	Jesus,	to	suffer	injustice.	It	
is	the	call	to	share	the	gospel	with	those	who	are	still	dead	in	their	sin	so	that	they	too	can	
know	God.	We	will	find	that	we	are	exiles	in	this	world,	that	we	don’t	really	belong,	but	we	will	
also	find	that	the	temporary	cost	will	be	eternally	worth	it	(Matt.	13:44-46).	Luke	9:23-25	says,	
“If	anyone	would	come	after	me,	let	him	deny	himself	and	take	up	his	cross	daily	and	follow	
me.	For	whoever	would	save	his	life	will	lose	it,	but	whoever	loses	his	life	for	my	sake	will	save	
it.	For	what	does	it	profit	a	man	if	he	gains	the	whole	world	and	loses	or	forfeits	himself?”	We	
will	all	die.	But	Jesus	tells	us	that	a	temporary	life	surrendered	to	him	will	result	in	salvation	and	
eternal	life	with	him	in	his	new	kingdom.	
	 Revelation	21:1-4	says,	“Then	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven	
and	the	first	earth	had	passed	away,	and	the	sea	was	no	more.	And	I	saw	the	holy	city,	new	
Jerusalem,	coming	down	out	of	heaven	from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	for	her	
husband.	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	‘Behold,	the	dwelling	place	of	God	is	
with	man.	He	will	dwell	with	them,	and	they	will	be	his	people,	and	God	himself	will	be	with	
them	as	their	God.	He	will	wipe	away	every	tear	from	their	eyes,	and	death	shall	be	no	more,	
neither	shall	there	be	mourning,	nor	crying,	nor	pain	anymore,	for	the	former	things	have	
passed	away.’”	This	is	just	a	small	glimpse	into	what	God	has	in	store	for	those	who	accept	what	
Jesus	has	done	on	their	behalf,	who	believe	that	he	is	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	God.	While	we	
await	his	return,	we	are	called	to	live	in	such	a	way	that	we	demonstrate	our	belief,	particularly	
in	our	proclamation	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus	to	those	who	do	not	know	him.	
	 In	short,	we	respond	to	the	story	of	Scripture	by	knowing	Jesus	and	making	him	known.	
	
Questions	to	ask	when	reading	Scripture:	

1. What	is	the	author’s	main	point	in	this	section	of	Scripture?	
2. Where	does	what	I’m	reading	fit	in	the	overall	story	of	the	Bible?	(i.e.	before	or	after	the	

Exodus	from	Egypt;	before	or	after	Jesus;	before	or	after	the	resurrection,	etc.)	
3. What	does	it	mean	for	those	who	were	the	original	audience?	
4. What	does	it	mean	for	me	today?	
5. How	should	I	change	in	response	to	this	Scripture?	

A	Few	Resources	for	Understanding	the	Story	of	Scripture	
For	Small	Children:	
The	Biggest	Story	by	Kevin	DeYoung	
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The	Jesus	Storybook	Bible:	Every	Story	Whispers	His	Name	by	Sally	Lloyd-Jones	
The	Big	Picture	Story	Bible	by	David	Helm		
The	Garden,	the	Curtain,	and	the	Cross	by	Carl	Laferton	
thebibleproject.com	
New	City	Catechism	(Available	as	a	book	or	for	free	as	an	app	on	both	iOS	and	Android)	
For	Youth	and	Adults	
thebibleproject.com	
The	Whole	Story	of	the	Bible	in	16	Verses	by	Chris	Bruno	
Multiply	by	Francis	Chan	
	
For	a	More	In-depth	Look	
The	Servant	King:	The	Bible’s	Portrait	of	the	Messiah	by	T.D.	Alexander	
Old	Testament	Survey	by	Paul	House	and	Eric	Mitchell	
God’s	Glory	in	Salvation	Through	Judgment:	A	Biblical	Theology	by	James	M.	Hamilton,	Jr.	
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Acts	
Introduction	

The	book	of	Acts	gives	us	the	majority	of	our	information	on	the	life	and	mission	of	the	
early	church	during	the	time	of	the	apostles.	It	is	written	by	Luke	and	is	meant	to	be	read	in	
conjunction	with	the	book	of	Luke.	Luke	reveals	the	identity	of	Jesus	as	the	Jewish	Messiah.	He	
presents	Jesus	as	the	fulfillment	of	the	Old	Testament	(the	Jewish	scriptures).	Acts	continues	
the	story	of	what	Jesus	has	begun	and	is	now	advancing	through	the	lives	of	his	followers.	It	
begins	with	the	resurrected	Jesus	appearing	and	instructing	the	apostles	for	forty	days	about	
the	kingdom	of	God	he	is	ushering	in.	This	new	kingdom	has	begun	bursting	forth	into	the	world	
with	his	life,	death	and	resurrection	and	will	continue	as	he	sends	the	Holy	Spirit	to	empower	
believers	to	be	his	witnesses,	sharing	the	good	news	that	there	is	grace	and	mercy	available	to	
all	who	repent	and	believe	in	Jesus	for	the	forgiveness	of	their	sins.		

Acts	frames	much	of	the	works	of	the	apostles	in	the	same	way	that	Luke	tells	of	the	
works	of	Jesus.	Jesus	is	establishing	a	new	kind	of	community,	a	people	who	have	been	given	
new	hearts—hearts	that	are	able	to	love	God	and	love	others.	This	ability	to	love	marks	this	
new	community	as	unique.	In	addition,	the	reality	of	this	dawning	kingdom	changes	the	way	
Jesus’	followers	see	the	world.	They	are	willing	to	alter	their	lives	to	advance	the	gospel	
message,	and	even	undergo	suffering	and	persecution	because	they	believe	that	Jesus	is	
redeeming	creation	and	forming	an	eternal	kingdom	in	which	they	will	live	forever.	They	are	
willing	to	offer	their	lives	to	accomplish	this	mission,	and	are	able	to	make	disciples	of	the	
nations	through	the	empowerment	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		

The	giving	of	the	Holy	Spirit	marks	the	fulfillment	of	OT	expectations	found	in	Ezekiel	
36:24-27	and	Joel	2:28-32	where	the	Holy	Spirit	is	poured	out	on	God’s	people,	as	well	as	other	
passages	like	Deuteronomy	30:6	and	Jeremiah	31:31-34	where	God	is	doing	a	new	work	in	
people’s	hearts.	This	giving	of	the	Holy	Spirit	marks	a	new	reality	for	believers.	Before	the	fall,	
God	dwelt	with	Adam	and	Eve.	But	after	the	fall	in	Genesis	3,	they	lose	this	special	access	to	
God.	When	God	instructs	Israel	to	build	the	tabernacle	and	then	the	temple,	the	people	are	
able	to	be	in	the	presence	of	God	again	but	only	in	his	vicinity.	A	high	priest	is	required	to	
mediate	between	Israel	and	God.	Only	he	can	go	into	the	Holy	of	Holies,	an	area	sanctioned	off	
by	a	veil.	When	Jesus	comes,	he	is	God	in	the	flesh,	come	to	dwell	with	man.	At	his	death,	the	
veil	is	torn	in	the	Holy	of	Holies,	representing	the	access	we	have	to	the	Father	through	Jesus.	
After	Jesus’	resurrection	and	ascension,	he	sends	the	Holy	Spirit	who	not	only	is	with	us,	but	
dwells	in	us	if	we	know	Jesus	as	Lord,	making	us	new	creations.	We	have	direct	access	to	God	
through	the	work	of	Jesus	and	the	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	a	way	that	God’s	people	have	
not	experienced	before.	It	is	a	foreshadowing	of	the	day	spoken	of	in	Revelation	21,	when	we	
will	dwell	again	in	the	full	presence	of	God.	

This	indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	makes	Christians	drastically	different	from	the	world	
around	them	in	Acts.	There	is	a	unity	and	love	between	groups	that	are	radically	different.	Jews	
and	Gentiles,	rich	and	poor—all	are	of	equal	dignity.	Luke	shows	a	church	that	breaks	bread	
together	regardless	of	social	status,	depicting	the	gospel	as	radically	inclusive	of	all	who	
recognize	their	need	for	Jesus.	This	love	and	unity	is	the	greatest	apologetic	for	the	gospel.	

What	we	see	in	Acts	is	the	building	of	the	kingdom	through	the	witness	of	the	church	by	
the	empowerment	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	We	are	meant	to	live	in	light	of	Jesus’	life,	death,	and	
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resurrection	as	faithful	witnesses	as	we	await	the	consummation	of	God’s	redemptive	plan.	Like	
the	early	church,	we	are	meant	to	know	Jesus	and	make	him	known.	
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Week	1	
Acts	9:20-31	–	A	New	Convert	
By	Harvey	Edwards	IV	
	
Introduction	
	 It	is	easy	to	be	skeptical	of	change	in	people.	We	have	all	kinds	of	sayings	about	it:	“You	
can’t	teach	an	old	dog	new	tricks”	or	“The	leopard	doesn’t	change	his	spots.”	And	most	of	us	
have	anecdotal	evidence	that	this	is	the	case.	While	we	must	be	wise	in	our	dealings	with	
people	who	have	hurt	us	in	the	past,	we	must	also	be	quick	to	forgive.	More	importantly,	we	
must	believe	that	the	Holy	Spirit	has	the	power	to	change	anyone’s	heart	through	the	gospel.	
After	all,	if	we	are	believers,	he	changed	ours.		
	
	
Read	Acts	9:20-31	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. Are	there	times	when	you	find	it	difficult	to	believe	that	God	can	change	someone’s	
heart?	Why	is	this	so?	

2. What	does	it	mean	to	walk	in	the	fear	of	the	Lord	and	in	the	comfort	of	the	Holy	Spirit?	
3. What	ways	do	you	feel	the	comfort	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	your	life?	
4. The	reality	of	Saul’s	conversion	is	demonstrated	by	his	boldness	in	proclaiming	the	

gospel	in	the	face	persecution.	What	are	evidences	of	your	faith	in	Jesus?	
	
	
Commentary	
9:20-22	–	For	some	days	he	was	with	the	disciples	at	Damascus.	20	And	immediately	he	
proclaimed	Jesus	in	the	synagogues,	saying,	“He	is	the	Son	of	God.”	21	And	all	who	heard	him	
were	amazed	and	said,	“Is	not	this	the	man	who	made	havoc	in	Jerusalem	of	those	who	called	
upon	this	name?	And	has	he	not	come	here	for	this	purpose,	to	bring	them	bound	before	the	
chief	priests?”	22	But	Saul	increased	all	the	more	in	strength,	and	confounded	the	Jews	who	lived	
in	Damascus	by	proving	that	Jesus	was	the	Christ.	

23	When	many	days	had	passed,	the	Jews	plotted	to	kill	him,	24	but	their	plot	became	
known	to	Saul.	They	were	watching	the	gates	day	and	night	in	order	to	kill	him,	25	but	his	
disciples	took	him	by	night	and	let	him	down	through	an	opening	in	the	wall,	lowering	him	in	a	
basket.	
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	 Saul	(also	called	Paul)	has	experienced	a	radical	change.	He	has	gone	from	being	a	
persecutor	of	Jesus’	followers	to	being	persecuted	for	following	Jesus.	His	conversion	is	baffling	
to	the	people.	They	are	aware	that	he	used	to	hunt	down	believers,	but	now	he	is	proclaiming	
the	gospel	and	doing	so	with	knowledge	and	power.	One	thing	that	helps	us	understand	this	is	
that	Saul	was	extensively	trained	in	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	(the	Old	Testament)	by	Gamaliel	
(Acts	22:3;	see	also	Acts	5:34-40),	but	it	is	important	to	remember	that	information	is	not	all	he	
needed.	He	knows	all	about	the	Scriptures	but	he	didn’t	understand	what	it	was	all	pointing	to.	
He	was	like	a	man	who	looks	at	a	3D	stereogram	(a	MagicEye	picture)	and	thinks	the	random	
pattern	of	colors	is	the	point	of	the	picture.	He	needs	someone	to	show	him	how	a	3D	picture	
jumps	out	at	you	when	your	eyes	diverge.	He	needs	an	encounter	with	Jesus.	When	the	Holy	
Spirit	opens	his	eyes	to	the	truth	of	Jesus’	identity	as	the	Christ	(the	Messiah	promised	in	the	
Old	Testament),	all	of	the	sudden	he	sees	the	point	of	the	Scriptures.	Saul	sees	evidence	for	
Jesus	as	the	Messiah	all	over	the	Old	Testament.	Now	that	the	Spirit	has	opened	Saul’s	eyes	and	
saved	him,	he	uses	Saul	mightily	to	show	the	identity	of	Jesus	to	the	Jews.	Their	inability	to	
prove	Saul	wrong	angers	them,	and	they	plot	to	kill	him.	But	those	that	Saul	has	converted	help	
him	escape	Damascus	unharmed.	
	
9:26-31	–	26	And	when	he	had	come	to	Jerusalem,	he	attempted	to	join	the	disciples.	And	they	
were	all	afraid	of	him,	for	they	did	not	believe	that	he	was	a	disciple.	27	But	Barnabas	took	him	
and	brought	him	to	the	apostles	and	declared	to	them	how	on	the	road	he	had	seen	the	Lord,	
who	spoke	to	him,	and	how	at	Damascus	he	had	preached	boldly	in	the	name	of	Jesus.	28	So	he	
went	in	and	out	among	them	at	Jerusalem,	preaching	boldly	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.	29	And	he	
spoke	and	disputed	against	the	Hellenists.	But	they	were	seeking	to	kill	him.	30	And	when	the	
brothers	learned	this,	they	brought	him	down	to	Caesarea	and	sent	him	off	to	Tarsus.		

31	So	the	church	throughout	all	Judea	and	Galilee	and	Samaria	had	peace	and	was	being	
built	up.	And	walking	in	the	fear	of	the	Lord	and	in	the	comfort	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	it	multiplied.	
	
	 Despite	Saul’s	adventures	in	Damascus,	the	church	at	Jerusalem	is	hesitant	to	accept	
Saul’s	conversion.	They	remember	how	he	watched	as	Stephen	was	stoned	to	death	(Acts	8:1),	
and	how	Saul	dragged	off	their	believing	brothers	and	sisters	(Acts	8:2-3).	But	Barnabas	extends	
grace	and	speaks	for	him,	telling	the	disciples	of	how	Saul	was	preaching	boldly	in	the	name	of	
Jesus.	Now	welcomed	in,	he	continues	his	bold	preaching.	This	time,	the	Hellenistic	(Greek)	
Jews	are	angered	and	seek	to	kill	him.	Again,	believers	help	Saul	escape.	This	persecution	
illustrates	the	reality	of	Saul’s	conversion.	Only	God	can	instantly	make	one	of	his	most	zealous	
opponents	one	of	his	most	ardent	followers.		
	 The	gospel	moves	forward	through	the	bold	preaching	of	Saul	and	others.	Luke	
mentions	that	through	the	persecution	that	began	in	Acts	8,	the	church	spreads	through	
Jerusalem,	Judea,	and	Samaria,	and	just	as	Jesus	said	it	would	in	Acts	1:8,	it	continued	to	move	
forward	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	This	multiplication	happens	as	the	disciples	walk	in	the	fear	of	
the	Lord	and	in	the	comfort	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	This	is	the	same	way	the	gospel	goes	forth	in	our	
day.	We	must	not	only	recognize	that	God	deserves	our	whole	lives	but	that	the	Holy	Spirit	is	
able	to	sustain	us	even	in	the	trials	and	tribulations	we	face	as	we	share	the	gospel.		
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The	Main	Point	
	 The	gospel	moves	forward	as	believers	walk	in	the	fear	of	the	Lord	and	in	the	comfort	of	
the	Holy	Spirit.	This	will	include	offering	the	grace	that	God	extended	to	us	to	others.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Acts	1:8	
Acts	8:1-3	
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Week	2	
Acts	9:32-43	–	Signs	and	Wonders	
By	Harvey	Edwards	IV	
	
Introduction	
	 Have	you	ever	been	confronted	with	something	that	forces	you	to	reevaluate	your	
experience	of	reality?	I	remember	learning	that	time	is	relative.	The	idea	that	an	atomic	clock	
flown	on	an	airplane	will	experience	time	more	slowly	relative	to	the	one	on	earth	was	and	is	
mind-boggling.	But	this	has	been	proven	to	be	true.	This	kind	of	reevaluation	of	reality	is	what	
is	happening	in	the	early	church	in	this	passage.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	confirming	the	dawning	of	
Jesus’	kingdom	and	demonstrating	the	authority	entrusted	to	his	apostles.	This	is	only	a	taste	of	
what	the	future	holds.	The	miracles	performed	are	only	temporary	reprieves	from	the	effects	of	
sin	on	our	world.	Sickness	and	death	will	not	be	completely	undone	until	Jesus	returns.	
	
	
Read	Acts	9:32-43	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

Supplemental	Questions	
1. Miracles	are	demonstrations	of	Jesus’	authority	over	all	creation.	Why	do	you	think	

there	were	so	many	miracles	occurring	in	the	early	church?	
2. How	does	reading	about	the	signs	and	wonders	occurring	in	the	early	church	affect	your	

view	of	the	world?	How	does	it	effect	your	view	of	what	the	Holy	Spirit	is	capable	of?	
3. In	light	of	the	temporary	reprieve	from	the	effects	of	sin	in	the	lives	of	Aeneas	and	

Tabitha	(they	will	both	eventually	die),	what	do	you	think	is	the	nature	and	purpose	of	
these	miracles?	

4. How	does	this	passage	affect	the	way	you	live?		

	
	
Commentary	
9:32-43	–	32	Now	as	Peter	went	here	and	there	among	them	all,	he	came	down	also	to	the	saints	
who	lived	at	Lydda.	33	There	he	found	a	man	named	Aeneas,	bedridden	for	eight	years,	who	was	
paralyzed.	34	And	Peter	said	to	him,	“Aeneas,	Jesus	Christ	heals	you;	rise	and	make	your	bed.”	
And	immediately	he	rose.	35	And	all	the	residents	of	Lydda	and	Sharon	saw	him,	and	they	turned	
to	the	Lord.		

36	Now	there	was	in	Joppa	a	disciple	named	Tabitha,	which,	translated,	means	Dorcas.	
She	was	full	of	good	works	and	acts	of	charity.	37	In	those	days	she	became	ill	and	died,	and	
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when	they	had	washed	her,	they	laid	her	in	an	upper	room.	38	Since	Lydda	was	near	Joppa,	the	
disciples,	hearing	that	Peter	was	there,	sent	two	men	to	him,	urging	him,	“Please	come	to	us	
without	delay.”	39	So	Peter	rose	and	went	with	them.	And	when	he	arrived,	they	took	him	to	the	
upper	room.	All	the	widows	stood	beside	him	weeping	and	showing	tunics	and	other	garments	
that	Dorcas	made	while	she	was	with	them.	40	But	Peter	put	them	all	outside,	and	knelt	down	
and	prayed;	and	turning	to	the	body	he	said,	“Tabitha,	arise.”	And	she	opened	her	eyes,	and	
when	she	saw	Peter	she	sat	up.	41	And	he	gave	her	his	hand	and	raised	her	up.	Then,	calling	the	
saints	and	widows,	he	presented	her	alive.	42	And	it	became	known	throughout	all	Joppa,	and	
many	believed	in	the	Lord.	43	And	he	stayed	in	Joppa	for	many	days	with	one	Simon,	a	tanner.	
	

As	the	gospel	advances	outside	of	Jerusalem,	the	Holy	Spirit	is	confirming	the	advance	of	
the	kingdom	with	the	display	of	miraculous	signs	and	wonders.	Just	as	the	Gospels	record	the	
signs	and	wonders	that	Jesus	performs	to	prove	his	identity	as	the	Messiah	and	his	authority	
over	all	things,	Luke	records	the	miracles	performed	by	the	early	church	as	evidence	that	they	
have	been	given	authority	in	the	name	of	Jesus	to	advance	his	kingdom.	The	kingdom	of	God	
has	dawned	and	is	moving	forward	not	only	in	the	epicenter	of	the	Jewish	people,	but	in	Judea	
and	Samaria,	just	as	Jesus	commanded.	As	we	have	seen	previously,	these	miracles	often	
accompany	the	initial	spread	of	the	gospel.	However,	it	is	important	to	recognize	that	observing	
miracles	will	not	change	people’s	hearts.	Rather,	they	demonstrate	the	power	of	the	gospel	
that	is	being	preached.	Only	those	who	are	moved	by	the	Holy	Spirit	to	respond	in	faith	to	the	
good	news	of	Jesus’	life,	death,	and	resurrection	are	changed.	This	does	not	in	any	way	diminish	
the	significance	of	the	miracles.	They	are	only	the	first	fruits	of	a	new	age,	a	small	taste	of	the	
coming	kingdom—a	place	where	the	lame	walk	again	and	the	dead	are	raised	to	life.	These	are	
signs	pointing	to	the	undoing	of	all	that	is	wrong	in	our	world.	And	those	who	get	to	partake	in	
this	glorious	new	world	are	those	who	have	responded	in	faith	to	Jesus.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

During	his	time	on	earth,	Jesus	did	many	signs	and	wonders	proving	he	was	the	Messiah.	
As	the	kingdom	expands,	the	Holy	Spirit	empowers	Jesus’	witnesses,	confirming	the	reality	of	
the	early	church	and	the	continuance	of	Jesus’	kingdom.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Mark	2:1-12	
Luke	7:11-23	
Luke	8:40-56	
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Week	3	
Acts	10:1-48	–	Acceptable	Through	Jesus	
By	Aaron	Barnes	
	
Introduction	

“Birds	of	a	feather	flock	together.”	Have	you	ever	heard	that	phrase?	Ever	used	it?	I	
think	it	is	most	true	in	today’s	church.	It	is	true	across	denomination,	language,	and	
demographic.	This	is	not	necessarily	a	bad	thing.	In	some	ways,	it’s	great!	When	people	
surround	you	that	speak	your	language,	that	grew	up	in	your	neighborhood,	and/or	that	agree	
on	how	children	are	to	be	raised,	they	allow	you	to	be	yourself.	You	feel	known.	Something	
beautiful	happens	when	this	level	of	intimacy	takes	place	in	community.	However,	if	we	are	not	
careful,	we	create	a	false	image	of	what	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	looks	like.		

God	sent	Jesus	for	everyone	to	call	all	people—different	ethnic,	linguistic,	and	socio-
economic	backgrounds—into	his	family.	When	we	begin	to	reach	out	to	others	who	are	
different	from	us,	we	begin	to	catch	a	glimpse	of	what	it	will	be	like	with	God	in	his	kingdom.	
Grace	is	messy	business.	Jesus	calls	us	out	of	our	“flock”	and	into	his	family.	Being	a	part	of	his	
family	leads	us	to	go	to	people	who	are	different	than	us	in	order	to	extend	the	grace	that	has	
been	extended	to	us	through	Jesus.	Through	this	God-inspired	and	God-led	transformation,	we	
realize	that	belief	in	Jesus	is	what	makes	us	acceptable	to	God	and	connected	to	each	other.	
Our	bond	isn’t	our	superficial	similarities.	It	is	Jesus.	

	
	
Read	Acts	10:1-48	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	he	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. When	was	the	last	time	God	had	to	correct	your	thinking	about	who	should	hear	the	
gospel	and	who	shouldn’t?	In	other	words,	when	was	the	last	time	God	reminded	you	
that	unless	someone	shared	the	gospel	with	you,	you	would	not	be	a	believer?	What	
was	this	experience	like?	

2. How	do	you	typically	feel	when	someone	of	another	race	or	economic	background	
approaches	you?	Is	it	positive	or	negative?	What	does	that	say	about	how	you	view	God	
and	his	saving	grace	through	Jesus?	

	
	
	Commentary	
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10:1-8	-	At	Caesarea	there	was	a	man	named	Cornelius,	a	centurion	of	what	was	known	as	the	
Italian	Cohort,	2	a	devout	man	who	feared	God	with	all	his	household,	gave	alms	generously	to	
the	people,	and	prayed	continually	to	God.	3	About	the	ninth	hour	of	the	day	he	saw	clearly	in	a	
vision	an	angel	of	God	come	in	and	say	to	him,	“Cornelius.”	4	And	he	stared	at	him	in	terror	and	
said,	“What	is	it,	Lord?”	And	he	said	to	him,	“Your	prayers	and	your	alms	have	ascended	as	a	
memorial	before	God.	5	And	now	send	men	to	Joppa	and	bring	one	Simon	who	is	called	Peter.	
6	He	is	lodging	with	one	Simon,	a	tanner,	whose	house	is	by	the	sea.”	7	When	the	angel	who	
spoke	to	him	had	departed,	he	called	two	of	his	servants	and	a	devout	soldier	from	among	those	
who	attended	him,	8	and	having	related	everything	to	them,	he	sent	them	to	Joppa.	
	
	 In	Acts	8:1,	we	are	told	that	the	persecution	that	began	with	Stephen’s	execution	led	to	
the	Church’s	being	scattered	throughout	Judea	and	Samaria.	We	then	see	Philip	(deacon	Phil)	
preaching	the	gospel	of	Jesus	in	Samaria	(8:5),	and	again	we	see	him	sharing	the	gospel	with	the	
Ethiopian	eunuch	(8:26).	We	are	not	quite	sure	how	much	time	has	passed	between	the	stoning	
of	Stephen	and	Philip	heading	to	Samaria,	but	in	8:14,	we	see	that	the	apostles	have	caught	
wind	of	what	is	taking	place	in	Samaria.	In	response,	they	send	Peter	and	John	to	investigate.	
This	could	possibly	be	the	beginning	of	when	the	apostles	leave	the	city	of	Jerusalem,	because	
in	9:32,	Peter	“went	here	and	there…he	came	down	also	to	the	saints	who	lived	at	Lydda.”	

In	Acts	10:1-8,	an	angel	speaks	to	Cornelius.	This	is	another	significant	point	on	the	
timeline	of	the	New	Testament	church.	Cornelius,	like	the	Ethiopian	eunuch,	was	a	Gentile.	As	a	
matter	of	fact,	he	was	a	ranking	official	in	the	Roman	military.	He	was	possibly	commander	of	
around	1,000	men	that	were	stationed	in	Caesarea.	He	was	not	Jewish;	rather,	he	was	“a	
devout	man	who	feared	God”	and	led	those	in	his	house	to	fear	God	as	well.	This	means	that	he	
was	a	man	who	believed	the	promises	of	God.	God	sends	Peter	to	explain	to	him	that	God’s	Old	
Testament	promises	have	been	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	God	was	and	is	calling	unexpected,	ordinary	
men	to	himself	that	they	will	go	and	do	unexpected	extraordinary	things	through	his	Holy	
Spirit’s	power	and	direction	to	fulfill	his	purpose.	
	
10:9-16	-	9	The	next	day,	as	they	were	on	their	journey	and	approaching	the	city,	Peter	went	up	
on	the	housetop	about	the	sixth	hour	to	pray.	10	And	he	became	hungry	and	wanted	something	
to	eat,	but	while	they	were	preparing	it,	he	fell	into	a	trance	11	and	saw	the	heavens	opened	and	
something	like	a	great	sheet	descending,	being	let	down	by	its	four	corners	upon	the	earth.	12	In	
it	were	all	kinds	of	animals	and	reptiles	and	birds	of	the	air.	13	And	there	came	a	voice	to	him:	
“Rise,	Peter;	kill	and	eat.”	14	But	Peter	said,	“By	no	means,	Lord;	for	I	have	never	eaten	anything	
that	is	common	or	unclean.”	15	And	the	voice	came	to	him	again	a	second	time,	“What	God	has	
made	clean,	do	not	call	common.”	16	This	happened	three	times,	and	the	thing	was	taken	up	at	
once	to	heaven.	
	
	 Peter,	being	a	devout	follower	of	Jesus,	is	a	man	of	prayer.	Jewish	tradition	established	
specific	times	of	prayer.	Even	though	Peter	has	been	delivered	from	Judaism	into	Christianity,	
he	still	prays	at	specific	times.	During	this	particular	prayer	time,	God	speaks	to	Peter	in	a	way	
that	will	change	how	he	views	the	charge	(to	make	disciples	of	all	nations)	that	Jesus	has	given	
him.	On	the	surface,	Peter	is	in	a	trance.	He	is	dreaming	of	a	sheet	angelically	lowered	from	
heaven	that	contains	animals	that	a	good	and	devout	Jewish	man	will	never	fathom	eating.	
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Then,	we	see	Peter	deny	the	heavenly	picnic	and	God	chastising	him,	saying,	“What	God	has	
made	clean,	do	not	call	common.”	Once	again,	this	is	what	we	see	at	face	value.	But,	like	many	
other	teachings	in	Scripture,	God	often	chooses	to	teach	us	in	ways	that	we	can	relate	to	in	
order	to	instill	his	principles	and	purposes	in	us.	God	has	more	in	store	for	Peter	than	what	
Peter	understands	at	this	point.	
	
10:17-33	-		17	Now	while	Peter	was	inwardly	perplexed	as	to	what	the	vision	that	he	had	seen	
might	mean,	behold,	the	men	who	were	sent	by	Cornelius,	having	made	inquiry	for	Simon’s	
house,	stood	at	the	gate	18	and	called	out	to	ask	whether	Simon	who	was	called	Peter	was	
lodging	there.	19	And	while	Peter	was	pondering	the	vision,	the	Spirit	said	to	him,	“Behold,	three	
men	are	looking	for	you.	20	Rise	and	go	down	and	accompany	them	without	hesitation,	for	I	
have	sent	them.”	21	And	Peter	went	down	to	the	men	and	said,	“I	am	the	one	you	are	looking	
for.	What	is	the	reason	for	your	coming?”	22	And	they	said,	“Cornelius,	a	centurion,	an	upright	
and	God-fearing	man,	who	is	well	spoken	of	by	the	whole	Jewish	nation,	was	directed	by	a	holy	
angel	to	send	for	you	to	come	to	his	house	and	to	hear	what	you	have	to	say.”	23	So	he	invited	
them	in	to	be	his	guests.		

The	next	day	he	rose	and	went	away	with	them,	and	some	of	the	brothers	from	Joppa	
accompanied	him.	24	And	on	the	following	day	they	entered	Caesarea.	Cornelius	was	expecting	
them	and	had	called	together	his	relatives	and	close	friends.	25	When	Peter	entered,	Cornelius	
met	him	and	fell	down	at	his	feet	and	worshiped	him.	26	But	Peter	lifted	him	up,	saying,	“Stand	
up;	I	too	am	a	man.”	27	And	as	he	talked	with	him,	he	went	in	and	found	many	persons	gathered.	
28	And	he	said	to	them,	“You	yourselves	know	how	unlawful	it	is	for	a	Jew	to	associate	with	or	to	
visit	anyone	of	another	nation,	but	God	has	shown	me	that	I	should	not	call	any	person	common	
or	unclean.	29	So	when	I	was	sent	for,	I	came	without	objection.	I	ask	then	why	you	sent	for	me.”		

30	And	Cornelius	said,	“Four	days	ago,	about	this	hour,	I	was	praying	in	my	house	at	the	
ninth	hour,	and	behold,	a	man	stood	before	me	in	bright	clothing	31	and	said,	‘Cornelius,	your	
prayer	has	been	heard	and	your	alms	have	been	remembered	before	God.	32	Send	therefore	to	
Joppa	and	ask	for	Simon	who	is	called	Peter.	He	is	lodging	in	the	house	of	Simon,	a	tanner,	by	
the	sea.’	33	So	I	sent	for	you	at	once,	and	you	have	been	kind	enough	to	come.	Now	therefore	we	
are	all	here	in	the	presence	of	God	to	hear	all	that	you	have	been	commanded	by	the	Lord.”	
	

Awaiting	Peter’s	arrival,	Cornelius	calls	“his	relatives	and	close	friends”	to	come	to	his	
house.	It	seems	like	he	knows	that	Peter	has	the	message	of	hope	that	he	desperately	needs,	
and	if	he	needs	to	hear	it,	his	relatives	and	close	friends	do	as	well.	Is	sharing	the	gospel	
something	that	drives	us	to	invite	others	into	our	homes?	We	all	desire	to	be	with	people	we	
love,	but	what	would	happen	if	our	motivation	for	gathering	friends	and	family	had	more	of	an	
eternal	nature?	This	is	Cornelius’s	motivation	and	should	be	ours	as	well.	

When	Peter	and	his	entourage	appears,	Cornelius	does	something	that	we	do	not	
necessarily	expect.	He	bows	his	head	and	bends	his	knee	to	Peter	in	order	to	pay	homage	to	
him.	We	would	expect	this	from	someone	that	would	be	a	higher-ranking	official,	but	certainly	
not	a	Jewish	fisherman.	Peter,	realizing	what	is	taking	place,	calls	Cornelius	to	his	feet	and	
makes	a	great	distinction	that	I	feel	we	should	remember.	“Stand	up;	I	too	am	a	man,”	Peter	
tells	Cornelius.	Peter	understands	that	he	is	just	an	ordinary	man	who	has	submitted	to	an	
extraordinary	God.	How	do	we	typically	respond	to	high	praise?	Do	we	return	glory	to	God?	Or	
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do	we	tend	to	call	for	the	red	carpet?	Let	us	not	forget	that	God	does	not	need	us;	he	wants	us.	
He	wants	to	use	us	to	tell	the	story	of	his	goodness.	He	wants	to	use	us	to	extend	his	kingdom	
here	on	earth.		
	 Here	is	a	Jewish	fisherman	from	Jerusalem	and	a	Roman	centurion	from	Caesarea.	The	
friendly	meeting	between	these	two	men	is	not	common.	Only	God	could	have	brought	them	
together.	It	would	be	more	common	to	see	a	man	like	Cornelius	holding	Peter	prisoner	for	not	
worshiping	Caesar.	On	the	other	hand,	according	to	Jewish	law,	Jews	and	Gentiles	were	not	to	
have	any	dealings	with	one	another	because	Gentiles	were	uncircumcised	and	seen	as	unclean.	
Peter,	a	Jew,	probably	would	have	avoided	Cornelius.	However,	on	this	day,	God	has	other	
plans	for	both	Peter	and	Cornelius.	Despite	the	danger	that	may	await	Peter	(both	from	the	
Jewish	legalists	and	the	Roman	military	official),	he	obeys	God,	and	God	uses	the	situation	to	
change	Peter’s	perspective	and	redeem	Cornelius.	
	
10:34-43	-	34	So	Peter	opened	his	mouth	and	said:	“Truly	I	understand	that	God	shows	no	
partiality,	35	but	in	every	nation	anyone	who	fears	him	and	does	what	is	right	is	acceptable	to	
him.	36	As	for	the	word	that	he	sent	to	Israel,	preaching	good	news	of	peace	through	Jesus	Christ	
(he	is	Lord	of	all),	37	you	yourselves	know	what	happened	throughout	all	Judea,	beginning	from	
Galilee	after	the	baptism	that	John	proclaimed:	38	how	God	anointed	Jesus	of	Nazareth	with	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	with	power.	He	went	about	doing	good	and	healing	all	who	were	oppressed	by	
the	devil,	for	God	was	with	him.	39	And	we	are	witnesses	of	all	that	he	did	both	in	the	country	of	
the	Jews	and	in	Jerusalem.	They	put	him	to	death	by	hanging	him	on	a	tree,	40	but	God	raised	
him	on	the	third	day	and	made	him	to	appear,	41	not	to	all	the	people	but	to	us	who	had	been	
chosen	by	God	as	witnesses,	who	ate	and	drank	with	him	after	he	rose	from	the	dead.	42	And	he	
commanded	us	to	preach	to	the	people	and	to	testify	that	he	is	the	one	appointed	by	God	to	be	
judge	of	the	living	and	the	dead.	43	To	him	all	the	prophets	bear	witness	that	everyone	who	
believes	in	him	receives	forgiveness	of	sins	through	his	name.	
	 	
	 Peter	begins	with	a	gospel	truth	that	we	must	remember:	God	shows	NO	partiality.	
Peter	is	explicit	in	his	message	that	anyone,	who	fears	God	and	is	obedient	to	him	(God),	is	
acceptable	and	pleasing	in	the	sight	of	God	regardless	of	ethnic	or	demographic	background.	
How	does	this	play	out	in	our	everyday	lives?	Do	we	engage	with	people	who	are	different	from	
us	on	our	floor,	in	our	apartment	complexes,	in	our	neighborhoods,	or	on	our	lunch	hour?	Who	
do	we	choose	to	associate	with?	If	we	are	truly	going	to	make	an	impact	on	this	world,	we	must	
start	interacting	with	those	that	God	has	placed	within	our	circles	of	influence	and	then	expand	
out.	We	see	this	principle	playing	out	in	Scripture.	Peter	speaks	outside	his	typical	circle	of	
influence	when	he	engages	with	Cornelius.	One	can	assume	that	Peter	had	been	obedient	in	
the	ordinary	and	his	obedience	has	opened	doors	to	step	into	other	cultures	furthering	the	
gospel	influence.	He	ends	his	message	of	hope	to	the	house	of	Cornelius	by	pointing	to	Jesus	as	
the	focus	of	“all	the	prophets.”	Because	Cornelius	is	a	God-fearing	man,	he	possibly	has	an	idea	
that	the	prophets	are	pointing	to	a	messiah.	Peter	identifies	Jesus	as	the	messiah	and	presents	
Cornelius	with	the	opportunity	to	be	saved.	
	
10:44-48	-	“44	While	Peter	was	still	saying	these	things,	the	Holy	Spirit	fell	on	all	who	heard	the	
word.	45	And	the	believers	from	among	the	circumcised	who	had	come	with	Peter	were	amazed,	
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because	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	was	poured	out	even	on	the	Gentiles.	46	For	they	were	hearing	
them	speaking	in	tongues	and	extolling	God.	Then	Peter	declared,	47	“Can	anyone	withhold	
water	for	baptizing	these	people,	who	have	received	the	Holy	Spirit	just	as	we	have?”	48	And	he	
commanded	them	to	be	baptized	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	Then	they	asked	him	to	remain	for	
some	days.	
	 	
	 Even	the	believers	that	come	with	Peter	see	the	Gentiles’	salvation	and	receiving	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	as	an	oddity.	It	is	one	thing	to	know	something	to	be	true,	and	it	is	another	thing	to	
actually	see	something	to	be	true.	This	is,	in	some	sense,	where	their	faith	becomes	sight.	
Peter’s	faithfulness	encourages	those	that	go	with	him,	and	that’s	how	faith	works.	Faith	is	the	
action	we	take	in	obedience	to	the	commands	that	we	have	received	from	Jesus.	When	Peter	
acts	on	his	faith	in	Jesus,	he	goes	to	Caesarea	to	share	the	hope	of	the	gospel	with	Cornelius.	
The	result	is	much	more	than	just	one	person	being	saved.	An	entire	household	of	people	trust	
Jesus	and	are	baptized!	And	the	faith	of	the	ones	accompanying	Peter	is	strengthened.	
	 Can	you	picture	it?	You	are	in	the	house	of	Cornelius.	This	means	that	you	are	not	
Jewish.	You	are	a	Gentile.	Maybe	you	are	a	servant	or	maybe	you	are	a	family	member.	This	
Jewish	guy	walks	in	and	starts	sharing	about	the	things	you	have	been	brought	up	believing.	He	
talks	about	Jesus	and	the	Old	Testament	prophets	and	then	WHAMMY!	The	next	thing	you	
know,	you	have	this	burning	desire	praise	the	name	of	Jesus	in	a	different	language.	Everything	
you	know	to	be	true	about	God,	you	are	now	experiencing	through	God.	The	outpouring	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	on	these	new	Gentile	believers	is	an	outward	expression	of	their	acceptance	into	the	
Christian	fellowship.	They	are	accepted	by	God	through	belief	in	Jesus,	and	they	are	accepted	
into	fellowship	through	baptism.	Glory	to	God!	God	is	not	concerned	with	ethnic	background,	
demographic	status,	or	language	barriers.	God	is	only	concerned	with	whether	or	not	we	
believe	in	Jesus.	Do	we	believe?	Do	we	follow?	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

What	makes	one	acceptable	to	the	Father	is	belief	in	Jesus,	the	one	of	whom	the	Old	
Testament	bears	witness.	

	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Times	of	prayer	 	 	 Acts	3:1	&	Daniel	6:10	
Clean	and	unclean	animals	 	 Leviticus	11	
“What	God	has	called	clean…”	 Mark	7:14-19	
No	partiality	 	 	 	 Romans	1:16-17	
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Week	4	
Acts	11:1-18	–	No	Division	in	Christ	
By	Aaron	Barnes	
	
Introduction	

I	remember	it	like	it	was	yesterday.	We	were	in	Indianapolis	working	with	a	church	plant	
that	we	had	been	financially	supporting	for	a	few	months.	This	was	one	of	the	first	times	our	
church	was	on	the	field	with	them	in	ministry.	We	began	our	trip	with	prayer-walking	their	
neighborhood.	It	was	great!	God	allowed	us	opportunities	to	start	many	conversations	with	
people	in	that	community.	We	went	downtown	and	heard	the	statistics	of	believers	versus	non-
believers	in	that	area.	It	was	staggering.	At	one	of	our	nightly	devotional	and	preparatory	
meetings,	our	church	plant	partner	said,	“Tomorrow	morning,	we	will	make	sack	lunches	and	
head	downtown.	We	will	be	intentionally	seeking	out	the	homeless	and	outcast.	We	are	going	
to	offer	them	the	sack	lunch	and	then	we	will	sit	and	chat	with	them.	We	will	listen	to	their	
stories.	We	will	offer	to	pray	for	them.	Then	we	will	come	back	and	discuss	our	day.”	I	had	
never	spoken	in	a	kind	way	to	a	homeless	person.	All	I	had	ever	said	to	people	in	that	culture	
was	limited	to	my	not	having	cash	and	that	I	wouldn’t	take	them	to	the	gas	station.	How	was	I	
going	to	do	this?	Not	to	mention,	I	was	the	leader	of	the	trip.	So	I	did	what	any	good	leader	
would	do.	I	faked	enthusiasm.	Anyone	that	asked	how	I	felt	about	the	upcoming	ministry	
opportunity	got	a	big	smile	and	high-five	followed	by	a	glory	to	God.	Inside,	however,	I	was	
nervous.	Despite	my	uneasy	feelings	about	the	homeless	culture,	it	turned	out	to	be	one	of	the	
best	ministry	experiences	of	my	life.	God	taught	me	a	great	deal	about	his	plan,	his	purpose,	
and	his	grace	that	is	for	everyone.	To	be	totally	honest,	I	am	ashamed	of	how	I	used	to	act	
toward	them…toward	anyone	that	“appeared”	to	be	homeless.	Without	God	sending	Jesus	to	
us,	I	would	be	spiritually	homeless.	God	used	that	experience	then	to	shape	how	I	approach	
others	in	my	everyday	walk.	He	used	that	awkward,	yet	fortuitous	opportunity	to	open	my	
heart	to	loving	others	that	do	not	look	like	me,	others	that	may	not	have	had	the	privileges	that	
I	have	been	given.	And	now	I	ask	the	question,	how	do	we	relate	to	people	of	other	
backgrounds,	colors,	or	beliefs?	Do	we	turn	our	nose	up	and	look	the	other	way?	Do	we	walk	
past	and	act	as	though	we	have	nothing	to	offer?	Or	do	we	see	them	as	ourselves—sinners	in	
need	of	a	Savior	and	restoration?	
	
	
Read	Acts	11:1-18	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	he	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

Supplemental	Questions	
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1. When	our	beliefs	and	convictions	rub	with	another	person’s,	how	do	we	typically	
respond?	

2. When	was	the	last	time	we	intentionally	stepped	out	of	our	normal	circle	of	influence	in	
order	to	befriend	someone	from	another	circle?	

3. Jesus’	ministry	was	littered	with	meals	with	sinners	and	conversations	with	outcasts.	
When	was	the	last	time	we	ate	a	meal	or	had	a	conversation	with	someone	that	is	not	a	
believer,	in	order	to	have	an	opportunity	to	impact	their	life	in	a	real,	tangible	way?	

4. If	your	position	at	your	job	ended	tomorrow	and	you	were	forced	to	find	other	
employment,	what	would	you	be	known	for	by	those	you	see	every	day?	

	
	
Commentary	
11:1-18	-	Now	the	apostles	and	the	brothers	who	were	throughout	Judea	heard	that	the	
Gentiles	also	had	received	the	word	of	God.	2	So	when	Peter	went	up	to	Jerusalem,	the	
circumcision	party	criticized	him,	saying,	3	“You	went	to	uncircumcised	men	and	ate	with	them.”	
4	But	Peter	began	and	explained	it	to	them	in	order:	5	“I	was	in	the	city	of	Joppa	praying,	and	in	a	
trance	I	saw	a	vision,	something	like	a	great	sheet	descending,	being	let	down	from	heaven	by	
its	four	corners,	and	it	came	down	to	me.	6	Looking	at	it	closely,	I	observed	animals	and	beasts	of	
prey	and	reptiles	and	birds	of	the	air.	7	And	I	heard	a	voice	saying	to	me,	‘Rise,	Peter;	kill	and	
eat.’	8	But	I	said,	‘By	no	means,	Lord;	for	nothing	common	or	unclean	has	ever	entered	my	
mouth.’	9	But	the	voice	answered	a	second	time	from	heaven,	‘What	God	has	made	clean,	do	
not	call	common.’	10	This	happened	three	times,	and	all	was	drawn	up	again	into	heaven.	11	And	
behold,	at	that	very	moment	three	men	arrived	at	the	house	in	which	we	were,	sent	to	me	from	
Caesarea.	12	And	the	Spirit	told	me	to	go	with	them,	making	no	distinction.	These	six	brothers	
also	accompanied	me,	and	we	entered	the	man’s	house.	13	And	he	told	us	how	he	had	seen	the	
angel	stand	in	his	house	and	say,	‘Send	to	Joppa	and	bring	Simon	who	is	called	Peter;	14	he	will	
declare	to	you	a	message	by	which	you	will	be	saved,	you	and	all	your	household.’	15	As	I	began	
to	speak,	the	Holy	Spirit	fell	on	them	just	as	on	us	at	the	beginning.	16	And	I	remembered	the	
word	of	the	Lord,	how	he	said,	‘John	baptized	with	water,	but	you	will	be	baptized	with	the	Holy	
Spirit.’	17	If	then	God	gave	the	same	gift	to	them	as	he	gave	to	us	when	we	believed	in	the	Lord	
Jesus	Christ,	who	was	I	that	I	could	stand	in	God’s	way?”	18	When	they	heard	these	things	they	
fell	silent.	And	they	glorified	God,	saying,	“Then	to	the	Gentiles	also	God	has	granted	repentance	
that	leads	to	life.”	
	
	 Things	were	beginning	to	change	within	the	Christian	circle.	The	gospel	was	expediently	
going	out	of	Jerusalem	leading	to	the	salvation	of	Samaritans,	Ethiopians,	and	even	Roman	
military	officials.	After	hearing	the	news	of	what	was	taking	place	in	Caesarea,	the	Jewish	
leaders	(those	of	the	circumcision	party)	were	not	as	thrilled	as	one	might	imagine.	In	fact,	they	
were	irritated	and	disgusted	with	Peter	that	he	would	neglect	staying	ceremonially	clean,	which	
would	prohibit	him	from	entering	the	temple	for	worship.	What	the	Jewish	leaders	said	to	Peter	
is	similar	to	what	might	be	said	of	someone	that	votes	for	the	candidate	that	you	despise	for	
one	reason	or	another.	“You	voted	for	him?!	But	he	is	a	_______?!	There’s	no	way	I	could	ever	
put	myself	in	that	position!”	“You	want	‘those	people’	to	come	to	church	here?!	But	they’re	
nothing	like	us.	They	don’t	even	_____.”	These,	and	other	statements	like	these,	are	all	
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statements	that	I	have	been	on	the	receiving	end	of	or	have	had	other	friends	receive.	They	
come	from	well-meaning	people,	but	they	are	misguided	in	their	focus.	Some	of	them	feel	as	
though	they	have	been	wronged	because	of	the	choices	that	others	have	made.	They	did	not	
vote	for	that	candidate.	They	do	not	want	new	people	(those	in	particular)	to	come	into	their	
church,	because	it	might	lead	to	their	losing	the	upper	hand	in	terms	of	power	and	decision	
making.	Because	they	believe	those	things,	they	believe	that	you	should	too.	Somewhere	down	
the	line,	they	have	forgotten	that	they	too	were	under	the	curse	of	sin	and	in	need	of	saving.	
None	of	us	are	above	this	line	of	thinking.	Apart	from	the	working	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	no	one	
wants	to	follow	Christ.	No	one	drifts	toward	holiness.	If	we	are	not	diligent	in	our	daily	personal	
worship	of	Jesus,	we	begin	to	drift	into	worshiping	created	things.	Or	we	somehow	feel	that	by	
doing	good	works	we	will	achieve	for	ourselves	what	only	Jesus	could	achieve	for	us.	And	when	
someone	encroaches	on	that	worldview,	our	only	reaction	is	disgust	and	irritation	which	
ultimately	leads	to	a	defensive	posture.	
	 One	commentator	puts	it	this	way,	

The	protest	was	not	from	the	whole	Christian	group,	but	from	the	
“circumcision	party.”	Apparently	there	was	within	the	group	a	smaller	group	
that	was	ultraconservative…Their	platform	rested	upon	the	assumption	that	
Christianity	was	a	movement	within	Judaism,	and	therefore	must	conform	to	
the	life	and	practice	of	Judaism	as	they	knew	it.	A	man	could	not	be	a	
Christian	unless	he	were	a	Jew	first;	he	could	not	be	baptized	before	he	had	
been	circumcised.	They	had	neither	the	imagination	nor	the	mind	to	grasp	the	
vision	of	Christianity	as	a	movement	from	Judaism…	(Int.	Bible	Comm.)	

Where	are	we	on	this?	Do	we	find	ourselves	irritated	when	new	people,	those	people,	
show	up	in	worship?	When	they	show	up	to	work	or	when	they	show	up	to	our	house,	are	we	
judgmental?	Do	you	tend	to	be	irritated?	Do	you	tend	to	leave	the	room?	A	college	pastor	I	
know	frames	the	question	this	way:	“Who	do	you	eat	lunch	with?”	Eating	a	meal	with	someone	
may	seem	mundane,	but	think	about	it.	When	you	choose	to	eat	a	meal	with	a	person,	you	
begin	with	small	talk,	discussing	work	and	hobbies,	but	quickly,	the	conversation	turns	to	
frustrations	at	work,	at	home,	with	friends	and	family.	The	people	you	choose	to	associate	and	
share	meals	with	will	have	a	profound	effect	on	the	way	you	see	yourself	and	in	essence,	the	
way	you	see	others	as	well.	Jesus	often	chose	to	eat	with	tax	collectors,	prostitutes,	and	other	
outcasts	of	society.	Why	did	he	do	this?	Because	that’s	who	he	came	to	save.	In	Luke	19,	we	
read	the	account	of	Jesus	and	Zacchaeus.	The	religious	are	upset	with	Jesus	because	Jesus	not	
only	speaks	to	Zacchaeus,	but	he	goes	into	his	house	for	a	meal.	Luke	19:10	tells	us	that	Jesus	
came	to	“seek	and	save	the	lost.”	Mark	2:13-17	tells	us	of	Jesus	calling	the	hated	tax	collector,	
Levi	(also	known	as	Matthew),	as	a	disciple.	Levi	hosts	a	big	meal	with	some	of	his	coworkers	
and	friends	and	invites	Jesus	to	come.	While	there,	the	religious	people	begin	to	grumble	
because	Jesus	is	eating	with	“sinners.”	Jesus	makes	a	great	statement	in	Mark	2:17,	and	if	we	
will	take	this	teaching	to	heart,	it	can	change	the	way	we	see	ministry.	Jesus	tells	the	religious	
that	“those	who	are	well	have	no	need	of	a	physician,	but	those	who	are	sick.	I	came	not	to	call	
the	righteous,	but	sinners.”	So	I	ask	you	again:	Who	do	you	eat	lunch	with?	
	 In	this	text,	Peter	is	being	chastised	for	eating	with	people	that	do	not	fall	into	the	
righteous	category.	He	chooses	to	rub	shoulders	with	a	culture	that	he	doesn’t	have	an	
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opportunity	to	know	otherwise.	Because	God	chose	to	redeem	the	Gentiles	as	well	as	the	Jews,	
who	is	he	to	stand	in	the	way	of	God’s	purpose?	We	have	seen	in	this	Scripture	and	the	
Scripture	from	last	week	that	God	shows	no	favoritism	when	it	comes	to	grace	and	redemption.	
God	sent	his	son,	Jesus,	into	this	world	not	to	condemn,	but	to	redeem	a	fallen	creation	and	
restore	a	broken	relationship.	How	are	we	seeking	to	take	part	in	God’s	ministry	of	seeking	to	
save	the	lost?	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

God	has	made	salvation	available	to	all.	He	is	doing	what	he	said	he	would	do:	provide	
the	blessing	of	salvation	through	Jesus	to	the	nations.	There	should	be	no	division.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Dietary	laws	and	washing	hands	 	 Leviticus	11	&	Mark	7:5	
Oneness	in	Jesus	 	 	 	 Galatians	3:27-29	
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Week	5	
Acts	11:19-30	–	Persecution	Scatters	the	Church	
By	Anthony	Winfrey	
	
Introduction		

Why?	This	is	my	favorite	question.	I	am	the	type	of	person	that	likes	to	know	the	“why”	
behind	something	that	is	said	or	done.	Even	though	I	like	to	know	the	“why”,	many	times	in	my	
life,	God	has	not	revealed	the	answer	to	me.		

I	have	found	that	my	ignorance	can	be	a	blessing.	My	first	youth	ministry	position	
outside	of	the	church	I	grew	up	in	was	in	a	small	town	called	Paris,	Tennessee.	When	God	led	
Charity	and	me	to	this	church	230	miles	away	from	home,	we	were	excited.	We	were	also	a	
little	young	and	naïve.	As	we	were	moving,	the	U-Haul	truck	we	had	rented	broke	down	about	
an	hour	away	from	our	destination.	Looking	back,	this	seems	like	an	indication	of	how	the	time	
of	ministry	at	this	church	would	go.	In	a	matter	of	months	working	at	this	church,	we	
experienced:	the	death	of	two	students;	allegations	of	sexual	misconduct	against	the	previous	
youth	minister;	and	the	pastor	resigning	because	of	an	affair.	If	I	had	known	“why”	we	were	
going	to	this	town—to	experience	turmoil,	my	human	mind	would	have	been	tempted	to	stay	
home.	Through	this	continual	attack	of	the	devil,	we	continued	to	remain	strong	in	our	faith	
and	to	spread	the	gospel.	While	we	were	being	persecuted,	the	Holy	Spirit	met	with	us	in	a	way	
I	had	never	experienced.	Many	came	to	know	Jesus,	and	many	began	a	closer	walk	with	him.	
God’s	plan	does	not	require	us	to	know	everything.	It	requires	us	to	be	obedient.		
	
	
Read	Acts	11:19-30	Together		
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. Have	you	experienced	persecution	in	your	walk	with	Christ?	What	was	that	like?	
2. The	believers	were	first	called	Christians	at	Antioch.	Do	you	find	this	significant?	Why	or	

why	not?	
3. What	are	some	ways	you	could	be	more	obedient	to	God’s	call	in	your	life?		

	
Commentary	
11:19-24	-	19	Now	those	who	were	scattered	because	of	the	persecution	that	arose	over	Stephen	
traveled	as	far	as	Phoenicia	and	Cyprus	and	Antioch,	speaking	the	word	to	no	one	except	Jews.	
20	But	there	were	some	of	them,	men	of	Cyprus	and	Cyrene,	who	on	coming	to	Antioch	spoke	to	
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the	Hellenists	also,	preaching	the	Lord	Jesus.	21	And	the	hand	of	the	Lord	was	with	them,	and	a	
great	number	who	believed	turned	to	the	Lord.	22	The	report	of	this	came	to	the	ears	of	the	
church	in	Jerusalem,	and	they	sent	Barnabas	to	Antioch.	23	When	he	came	and	saw	the	grace	of	
God,	he	was	glad,	and	he	exhorted	them	all	to	remain	faithful	to	the	Lord	with	steadfast	
purpose,	24	for	he	was	a	good	man,	full	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	of	faith.	And	a	great	many	people	
were	added	to	the	Lord.	
	

The	stoning	of	Stephen	and	the	persecution	of	Christ-followers	changes	the	impact	of	
the	gospel.	Many	believers	are	scattered	to	avoid	persecution	in	Jerusalem.	Christ-followers	are	
now	moving	into	areas	that	have	not	heard	the	gospel.	Even	though	that	fear	may	have	caused	
their	scattering,	it	does	not	keep	them	from	proclaiming	the	gospel	everywhere	they	go.	These	
are	not	apostles;	they	were	what	we	would	call	“common	believers.”	But	they	are	ministers	of	
the	gospel.	God	has	his	hand	upon	them,	guiding	every	step	they	take	and	every	word	they	say.	
Their	obedience	results	in	many	new	believers.	This	good	news	of	bold	preaching	in	Antioch	
and	the	surrounding	areas	is	well	received	in	Jerusalem.	Barnabas	is	sent	to	Antioch	to	help	
nurture	the	church.	
	
11:25-30	-	25	So	Barnabas	went	to	Tarsus	to	look	for	Saul,	26	and	when	he	had	found	him,	he	
brought	him	to	Antioch.	For	a	whole	year	they	met	with	the	church	and	taught	a	great	many	
people.	And	in	Antioch	the	disciples	were	first	called	Christians.		

27	Now	in	these	days	prophets	came	down	from	Jerusalem	to	Antioch.	28	And	one	of	them	
named	Agabus	stood	up	and	foretold	by	the	Spirit	that	there	would	be	a	great	famine	over	all	
the	world	(this	took	place	in	the	days	of	Claudius).	29	So	the	disciples	determined,	every	one	
according	to	his	ability,	to	send	relief	to	the	brothers	living	in	Judea.	30	And	they	did	so,	sending	
it	to	the	elders	by	the	hand	of	Barnabas	and	Saul.	
	

Barnabas	seeks	out	Saul	to	help	in	the	task	of	discipling	the	church	at	Antioch.	After	his	
conversion,	Saul	flees	to	Tarsus	to	avoid	being	killed	in	Jerusalem.	Barnabas	is	the	ultimate	
encourager	and	knows	the	impact	Saul	could	have	in	this	area	with	a	little	help.	Barnabas	and	
Saul	meet	with	the	church	at	Antioch	for	one	year	of	teaching,	encouraging,	and	meeting	with	
believers.	The	use	of	the	word	“Christian”	begins	at	Antioch.	Those	who	come	to	Christ	no	
longer	identify	themselves	as	Jew	or	Gentile,	but	as	a	follower	of	Jesus.	

The	Holy	Spirit	continues	to	show	himself	in	great	ways	when	as	famine	is	foretold.	As	
we	have	read	in	previous	texts,	the	love	that	we	receive	through	a	relationship	with	God	
prompts	us	to	love	others	and	help	in	times	of	need.	Through	the	hands	of	Barnabas	and	Saul,	
the	community	of	believers	sends	help	to	those	who	are	affected	by	the	famine.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

God	often	uses	difficult	circumstances	to	refine	believers	and	to	further	his	kingdom.	
	

	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Hebrews	2:4	
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Mark	16:20	
John	4:37-38	
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Week	6	
Acts	11:19-30	–	In	this	World,	You	Will	Have	Trouble	
By	Anthony	Winfrey	
	 	 	
Introduction	

In	The	Rise	of	Christianity,	Rodney	Stark	shows	how	a	social	movement	numbering	only	
1,000	people	in	40	A.D.	grew	to	somewhere	between	25	and	35	million	by	the	fourth	century.	
Many	factors	have	contributed	to	the	growth	of	Christianity—one	of	which	is	persecution.	
Persecution	causes	believers	to	move	to	areas	to	escape	turmoil.	Another	major	factor	in	the	
growth	of	Christianity	is	the	dedication	of	the	believers.	No	matter	where	they	are	scattered	to,	
they	live	according	to	their	changed	lives.	They	are	living	“Social	Networks.”	Connecting	with	
people	and	sharing	who	you	are	is	not	a	new	concept	developed	by	“Facebook”	or	some	other	
type	of	social	media.	These	believers	care	for	others	and	share	the	love	that	God	showed	them.		

Even	though	we	may	have	never	experienced	the	persecution	or	scattering	the	early	
church	did,	we	sometimes	do	encounter	the	dedicated	believers.	I	have	been	blessed	to	know	
many	dedicated	believers.	One	of	my	first	pastors,	Quillon	Calvert,	made	a	big	impact	on	my	
life.	Everyone	in	our	community	knew	who	he	was	and	what	he	stood	for.	He	showed	love	to	
everyone	he	met	and	was	bold	enough	to	tell	the	truth.	He	wasn’t	what	you	expected	in	a	
pastor,	he	chewed	tobacco	and	fished	too	much,	but	this	seemed	to	make	him	more	
approachable.	If	anyone	in	the	community	wanted	to	talk	about	the	Lord,	they	went	to	Quillon	
Calvert.	He	remained	dedicated	even	through	his	difficult	battle	with	cancer.	He	fulfilled	his	
purpose	for	the	kingdom	of	God,	and	now	he	is	resting	in	Heaven.	

Who	are	some	of	those	dedicated	believers	who	have	impacted	your	life?			
	
	
Read	Acts	12:1-25	Together		
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	
	

1. Do	you	feel	you	have	ever	been	persecuted	for	your	faith?	What	was	that	experience	
like?	

2. Prayer	played	an	important	role	in	the	climax	of	this	story.	When	has	prayer	changed	
your	story?	

3. What	are	some	ways	in	which	you	see	God	working	despite	the	efforts	of	some	to	halt	
His	work?		
	



	 38	

	
Commentary	
12:1-5	-	About	that	time	Herod	the	king	laid	violent	hands	on	some	who	belonged	to	the	church.	
2	He	killed	James	the	brother	of	John	with	the	sword,	3	and	when	he	saw	that	it	pleased	the	Jews,	
he	proceeded	to	arrest	Peter	also.	This	was	during	the	days	of	Unleavened	Bread.	4	And	when	he	
had	seized	him,	he	put	him	in	prison,	delivering	him	over	to	four	squads	of	soldiers	to	guard	him,	
intending	after	the	Passover	to	bring	him	out	to	the	people.	5	So	Peter	was	kept	in	prison,	but	
earnest	prayer	for	him	was	made	to	God	by	the	church.	
	

King	Herod	is	still	trying	to	use	persecution	to	stop	Christianity.	He	killed	James	
(beheaded	him)	and	was	intent	on	doing	the	same	to	Peter.	He	has	him	arrested	and	put	an	
extreme	amount	of	guards	to	keep	him	imprisoned.	Herod	is	the	king—grandson	of	Herod	the	
Great	and	son	of	Aristobulus.	He,	at	this	time,	rules	over	all	his	father's	dominions.	

Herod	desires	to	be	popular.	When	he	sees	it	pleases	the	Jews	that	James	is	killed,	he	is	
on	a	quest	to	kill	anyone	who	is	spreading	the	gospel.	Killing	Peter	would	be	a	major	blow	to	
the	spreading	of	the	gospel	as	Peter	is	a	major	contributor	in	the	spread	of	the	gospel.	The	
church	prays	earnestly	for	the	deliverance	of	Peter.	
	
12:6-19	-	6	Now	when	Herod	was	about	to	bring	him	out,	on	that	very	night,	Peter	was	sleeping	
between	two	soldiers,	bound	with	two	chains,	and	sentries	before	the	door	were	guarding	the	
prison.	7	And	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	stood	next	to	him,	and	a	light	shone	in	the	cell.	He	
struck	Peter	on	the	side	and	woke	him,	saying,	“Get	up	quickly.”	And	the	chains	fell	off	his	
hands.	8	And	the	angel	said	to	him,	“Dress	yourself	and	put	on	your	sandals.”	And	he	did	so.	And	
he	said	to	him,	“Wrap	your	cloak	around	you	and	follow	me.”	9	And	he	went	out	and	followed	
him.	He	did	not	know	that	what	was	being	done	by	the	angel	was	real,	but	thought	he	was	
seeing	a	vision.	10	When	they	had	passed	the	first	and	the	second	guard,	they	came	to	the	iron	
gate	leading	into	the	city.	It	opened	for	them	of	its	own	accord,	and	they	went	out	and	went	
along	one	street,	and	immediately	the	angel	left	him.	11	When	Peter	came	to	himself,	he	said,	
“Now	I	am	sure	that	the	Lord	has	sent	his	angel	and	rescued	me	from	the	hand	of	Herod	and	
from	all	that	the	Jewish	people	were	expecting.”		

12	When	he	realized	this,	he	went	to	the	house	of	Mary,	the	mother	of	John	whose	other	
name	was	Mark,	where	many	were	gathered	together	and	were	praying.	13	And	when	he	
knocked	at	the	door	of	the	gateway,	a	servant	girl	named	Rhoda	came	to	answer.	14	Recognizing	
Peter’s	voice,	in	her	joy	she	did	not	open	the	gate	but	ran	in	and	reported	that	Peter	was	
standing	at	the	gate.	15	They	said	to	her,	“You	are	out	of	your	mind.”	But	she	kept	insisting	that	
it	was	so,	and	they	kept	saying,	“It	is	his	angel!”	16	But	Peter	continued	knocking,	and	when	they	
opened,	they	saw	him	and	were	amazed.	17	But	motioning	to	them	with	his	hand	to	be	silent,	he	
described	to	them	how	the	Lord	had	brought	him	out	of	the	prison.	And	he	said,	“Tell	these	
things	to	James	and	to	the	brothers.”	Then	he	departed	and	went	to	another	place.		

18	Now	when	day	came,	there	was	no	little	disturbance	among	the	soldiers	over	what	
had	become	of	Peter.	19	And	after	Herod	searched	for	him	and	did	not	find	him,	he	examined	the	
sentries	and	ordered	that	they	should	be	put	to	death.	Then	he	went	down	from	Judea	to	
Caesarea	and	spent	time	there.	
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The	very	night	Peter	is	to	be	executed	God	orchestrates	an	amazing	rescue.	He	sends	an	
angel	to	release	Peter	and	guide	him	to	safety.	Peter	follows	the	commands	of	the	angel	even	
though	he	thinks	this	is	just	a	vision.	When	he	is	free,	he	realizes	this	is	not	a	vision	but	a	reality.	
The	prayers	of	the	church	are	answered.	Peter	rushes	to	Mary’s	house	for	safety.	They	expect	
Peter	to	be	dead,	so	they	do	not	believe	it	is	him	at	first.	Peter’s	escape	causes	quite	a	stir	and	
Herod	orders	the	guards	that	are	keeping	Peter	to	be	killed.	
	
12:20-25	-	20	Now	Herod	was	angry	with	the	people	of	Tyre	and	Sidon,	and	they	came	to	him	
with	one	accord,	and	having	persuaded	Blastus,	the	king’s	chamberlain,	they	asked	for	peace,	
because	their	country	depended	on	the	king’s	country	for	food.	21	On	an	appointed	day	Herod	
put	on	his	royal	robes,	took	his	seat	upon	the	throne,	and	delivered	an	oration	to	them.	22	And	
the	people	were	shouting,	“The	voice	of	a	god,	and	not	of	a	man!”	23	Immediately	an	angel	of	
the	Lord	struck	him	down,	because	he	did	not	give	God	the	glory,	and	he	was	eaten	by	worms	
and	breathed	his	last.		

24	But	the	word	of	God	increased	and	multiplied.		
25	And	Barnabas	and	Saul	returned	from	Jerusalem	when	they	had	completed	their	

service,	bringing	with	them	John,	whose	other	name	was	Mark.	
	

Herod	continues	to	rule	and	continually	deny	God	the	glory	He	deserves.	An	angel	of	
God	eventually	kills	Herod.	The	word	of	God	continues	to	be	spread	despite	any	efforts	to	cease	
it.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	
	

There	will	be	difficulties	in	this	life	for	believers,	but	the	consummation	of	the	kingdom	
of	God	will	come	to	pass.		
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Matthew	10:26-33	
John	16:33	
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Week	7	
Acts	13:1-52	–	How	Will	We	Respond?	
By	Rand	Nelson	
	
Introduction	

I	am	not	a	person	who	has	a	lot	of	soft	opinions	but	tend	to	commit	to	even	
unimportant	things	with	passion	and	zeal.	So,	when	I	get	together	with	people	whose	
ideologies	are	vastly	different	from	my	own,	I	have	a	hard	time	not	attempting	to	explain	to	
them	why	they’re	wrong	(in	my	opinion).	As	I’ve	gotten	older,	I	have	come	to	understand	that	
some	things	aren’t	worth	arguing	about.	Furthermore,	there	comes	a	point	in	any	debate	when	
the	striving	should	cease	and	the	parties	should	agree	to	end	the	conversation	as	peacefully	as	
possible.	When	it	comes	to	the	Christian	faith,	there	are	countless	issues	on	which	we	can	
disagree	and	still	be	brothers	and	sisters	serving	Christ	together.	There	are	also	issues	of	great	
importance	that	must	be	held	to	strongly.	When	it	comes	to	these	non-negotiables,	even	with	
things	that	could	make	an	eternal	difference,	there	are	times	when	Christians	must	choose	to	
walk	away	from	the	conversation.		

	
	
Read	Acts	13:1-52	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. Was	your	path	to	salvation	in	Christ	a	quick	one,	or	did	you	have	many	obstacles	to	
overcome	before	you	believed?	What	are	some	of	the	obstacles	that	you	had,	or	have	
heard	others	share?	

2. How	was	Paul’s	message	tailored	specifically	for	his	audience?	How	do	we	frame	the	
gospel	for	certain	people	without	losing	the	truth	and	power	of	its	message?	

3. Is	there	ever	a	point	when	your	efforts	in	evangelizing	your	neighbor	should	cease?	How	
do	you	walk	that	line	with	wisdom	and	compassion?	
	

	
Commentary	
13:	1-6a	 -	Now	there	were	 in	 the	church	at	Antioch	prophets	and	teachers,	Barnabas,	Simeon	
who	was	 called	Niger,	 Lucius	 of	 Cyrene,	Manaen	 a	 lifelong	 friend	 of	 Herod	 the	 tetrarch,	 and	
Saul.	2	While	they	were	worshiping	the	Lord	and	fasting,	the	Holy	Spirit	said,	“Set	apart	for	me	
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Barnabas	and	Saul	for	the	work	to	which	I	have	called	them.”	3	Then	after	fasting	and	praying	
they	laid	their	hands	on	them	and	sent	them	off.		

4	So,	being	sent	out	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	they	went	down	to	Seleucia,	and	from	there	they	
sailed	 to	 Cyprus.	 5	When	 they	 arrived	 at	 Salamis,	 they	 proclaimed	 the	 word	 of	 God	 in	 the	
synagogues	of	the	Jews.	And	they	had	John	to	assist	them.	6	When	they	had	gone	through	the	
whole	island	as	far	as	Paphos…	
	

Having	been	instructed	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	after	prayer	and	fasting,	the	Antiochian	
church	sends	out	Paul	and	Barnabas	on	what	will	become	their	first	missionary	journey.	In	the	
same	way	today,	it	is	the	responsibility	of	the	church	to	listen	to	the	Holy	Spirit’s	guidance	and	
identify	men	and	women	who	are	gifted	and	set	apart	for	a	variety	of	Christian	ministries.	Paul	
and	Barnabas,	with	John	assisting	them,	land	at	the	island	of	Cyprus	and	preach	the	gospel	in	
the	Jewish	synagogues	all	the	way	across	the	island.	
	
13:6b-12	–	6b	… they	came	upon	a	certain	magician,	a	Jewish	false	prophet	named	Bar-Jesus.	
7	He	was	with	the	proconsul,	Sergius	Paulus,	a	man	of	intelligence,	who	summoned	Barnabas	
and	Saul	and	sought	to	hear	the	word	of	God.	8	But	Elymas	the	magician	(for	that	is	the	meaning	
of	his	name)	opposed	them,	seeking	to	turn	the	proconsul	away	from	the	faith.	9	But	Saul,	who	
was	also	called	Paul,	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	looked	intently	at	him	10	and	said,	“You	son	of	the	
devil,	you	enemy	of	all	righteousness,	full	of	all	deceit	and	villainy,	will	you	not	stop	making	
crooked	the	straight	paths	of	the	Lord?	11	And	now,	behold,	the	hand	of	the	Lord	is	upon	you,	
and	you	will	be	blind	and	unable	to	see	the	sun	for	a	time.”	Immediately	mist	and	darkness	fell	
upon	him,	and	he	went	about	seeking	people	to	lead	him	by	the	hand.	12	Then	the	proconsul	
believed,	when	he	saw	what	had	occurred,	for	he	was	astonished	at	the	teaching	of	the	Lord.	

	
While	in	Paphos,	they	come	across	a	man,	Sergius	Paulus,	who	is	the	proconsul	of	the	

region—a	regional	governor	appointed	by	the	Roman	senate.	Though	he	is	genuinely	interested	
in	hearing	the	Word	of	God	from	Paul	and	Barnabas,	he	is	with	a	Jewish	false	prophet	whose	
name,	“Bar-Jesus”	means,	“Son	of	Jesus,”	or	“Son	of	Salvation.”	Bar-Jesus	opposes	Paul	and	
Barnabas	and	tries	to	turn	the	proconsul	away	from	the	faith.	When	Paul	sees	this,	he	strongly	
condemns	Bar-Jesus.	Rather	than	being	true	to	his	name	and	blessing	people	with	life	and	
goodness,	he	is	“making	crooked	the	straight	paths	of	the	Lord,”	a	son	of	Satan,	not	of	Jesus.	
Paul	curses	him	with	blindness	so	that	he	has	to	have	people	lead	him	by	the	hand.	Seeing	this	
display	of	God’s	power,	the	proconsul	believes	because	of	his	wonder	at	the	Lord’s	teaching	
through	Paul.	The	truth	of	the	gospel	triumphs	over	the	deceit	of	the	enemy	and	Sergius	Paulus	
is	saved.	
	
13:13-15	-	13	Now	Paul	and	his	companions	set	sail	from	Paphos	and	came	to	Perga	in	
Pamphylia.	And	John	left	them	and	returned	to	Jerusalem,	14	but	they	went	on	from	Perga	and	
came	to	Antioch	in	Pisidia.	And	on	the	Sabbath	day	they	went	into	the	synagogue	and	sat	down.	
15	After	the	reading	from	the	Law	and	the	Prophets,	the	rulers	of	the	synagogue	sent	a	message	
to	them,	saying,	“Brothers,	if	you	have	any	word	of	encouragement	for	the	people,	say	it.”	
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On	the	Sabbath	day,	they	go	to	the	synagogue.	In	that	day,	a	synagogue	service	would	
have	consisted	of	six	parts:	the	recitation	of	the	Shema	(Deuteronomy	6:4-9,	11:13-21	and	
Numbers	15:37-41),	prayer,	a	lesson	from	the	law,	a	lesson	from	the	Prophets,	an	expository	
sermon	and	a	blessing.	It	is	possible	that	he	is	dressed	in	such	a	way	that	identifies	him	as	a	
rabbi,	but	either	way	Paul	is	invited	by	the	rulers	of	the	synagogue	to	encourage	the	people	
with	a	message	(a	sermon)	after	the	lessons	from	the	law	and	the	prophets.	Seeing	an	
opportunity	to	break	from	the	routine	message	of	the	synagogue	and	present	the	gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ,	Paul	encourages	the	people	with	a	word	rooted	in	contextual	evidence	from	their	
sacred	text:	the	Old	Testament.		
		
13:16-25	-	16	So	Paul	stood	up,	and	motioning	with	his	hand	said:		

“Men	of	Israel	and	you	who	fear	God,	listen.	17	The	God	of	this	people	Israel	chose	our	
fathers	and	made	the	people	great	during	their	stay	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	and	with	uplifted	arm	
he	led	them	out	of	it.	18	And	for	about	forty	years	he	put	up	with	them	in	the	wilderness.	19	And	
after	destroying	seven	nations	in	the	land	of	Canaan,	he	gave	them	their	land	as	an	inheritance.	
20	All	this	took	about	450	years.	And	after	that	he	gave	them	judges	until	Samuel	the	prophet.	
21	Then	they	asked	for	a	king,	and	God	gave	them	Saul	the	son	of	Kish,	a	man	of	the	tribe	of	
Benjamin,	for	forty	years.	22	And	when	he	had	removed	him,	he	raised	up	David	to	be	their	king,	
of	whom	he	testified	and	said,	‘I	have	found	in	David	the	son	of	Jesse	a	man	after	my	heart,	who	
will	do	all	my	will.’	23	Of	this	man’s	offspring	God	has	brought	to	Israel	a	Savior,	Jesus,	as	he	
promised.	24	Before	his	coming,	John	had	proclaimed	a	baptism	of	repentance	to	all	the	people	
of	Israel.	25	And	as	John	was	finishing	his	course,	he	said,	‘What	do	you	suppose	that	I	am?	I	am	
not	he.	No,	but	behold,	after	me	one	is	coming,	the	sandals	of	whose	feet	I	am	not	worthy	to	
untie.’	
	

Paul’s	message	is	not	difficult	to	understand,	nor	would	it	have	been	in	any	way	
unfamiliar	to	a	Jewish	audience.	He	gives	the	people	a	brief	recapitulation	of	Israel’s	history,	
and	how,	through	it	all,	God	has	been	the	hero	of	their	story.	He	clearly	and	accurately	paints	
God	as	the	active	agent	in	Israel’s	election,	prosperity,	deliverance,	sustenance,	and	
governance.	Israel	is	blessed	as	they	are	only	because	of	the	profound	love,	mercy,	and	grace	
God	has	given	them	throughout	their	history.	This	same	God	is	also	the	agent	of	salvation,	
through	the	long-awaited	Messiah,	Jesus	Christ.	

One	cannot	recall	the	men	and	events	of	the	Old	Testament	without	imagining	the	inner	
groaning	and	anguish	that	must	have	been	present	in	the	hearts	of	the	people.	They	are	always	
awaiting	a	savior	and	constantly	being	let	down	by	the	failure	of	their	leaders.	Men	and	
women—even	great	men	and	women—whom	God	appoints	at	various	times	to	lead	and	guide	
his	people	all	have	within	them	the	curse	of	Adam.	Leader	after	leader	let	down	God’s	people	
and	cause	them	to	either	hope	for	a	savior,	or	despair	at	their	circumstances.			
	
13:26-31	-	26	“Brothers,	sons	of	the	family	of	Abraham,	and	those	among	you	who	fear	God,	to	
us	has	been	sent	the	message	of	this	salvation.	27	For	those	who	live	in	Jerusalem	and	their	
rulers,	because	they	did	not	recognize	him	nor	understand	the	utterances	of	the	prophets,	which	
are	read	every	Sabbath,	fulfilled	them	by	condemning	him.	28	And	though	they	found	in	him	no	
guilt	worthy	of	death,	they	asked	Pilate	to	have	him	executed.	29	And	when	they	had	carried	out	
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all	that	was	written	of	him,	they	took	him	down	from	the	tree	and	laid	him	in	a	tomb.	30	But	God	
raised	him	from	the	dead,	31	and	for	many	days	he	appeared	to	those	who	had	come	up	with	
him	from	Galilee	to	Jerusalem,	who	are	now	his	witnesses	to	the	people.	
	

Paul’s	message	of	encouragement	to	the	synagogue	is	that	God	accomplishes	the	
salvation	of	his	people	through	the	death,	burial,	and	resurrection	of	the	sinless	Son	of	God,	
Jesus	Christ.	The	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem	and	their	Jewish	rulers	know	the	message	of	the	
prophets.	They	read	the	prophets	every	Sabbath	day,	but	they	don’t	understand	what	they’re	
reading	so	much	so	that	they	fulfill	the	very	prophesies	they	read	weekly	by	their	actions	in	
condemning	Jesus	to	death—down	to	how	they	have	him	killed	and	how	they	bury	him.	God	is	
shown	again	to	be	the	hero—Jesus	dies	for	his	people,	and	the	Father	raises	Jesus	from	death.		
	
13:32-41	-	2	And	we	bring	you	the	good	news	that	what	God	promised	to	the	fathers,	33	this	he	
has	fulfilled	to	us	their	children	by	raising	Jesus,	as	also	it	is	written	in	the	second	Psalm,		
	 	 “	‘You	are	my	Son,		

today	I	have	begotten	you.’		
34	And	as	for	the	fact	that	he	raised	him	from	the	dead,	qno	more	to	return	to	corruption,	he	has	
spoken	in	this	way,		
	 	 “	‘I	will	give	you	the	holy	and	sure	blessings	of	David.’		

35	Therefore	he	says	also	in	another	psalm,		
	 	 “	‘You	will	not	let	your	Holy	One	see	corruption.’		
36	For	David,	after	he	had	served	the	purpose	of	God	in	his	own	generation,	fell	asleep	and	was	
laid	with	his	fathers	and	saw	corruption,	37	but	he	whom	God	raised	up	did	not	see	corruption.	
38	Let	it	be	known	to	you	therefore,	brothers,	that	through	this	man	forgiveness	of	sins	is	
proclaimed	to	you,	39	and	by	him	everyone	who	believes	is	freed	from	everything	from	which	you	
could	not	be	freed	by	the	law	of	Moses.	40	Beware,	therefore,	lest	what	is	said	in	the	Prophets	
should	come	about:		
	 	 41	“	‘Look,	you	scoffers,		

be	astounded	and	perish;		
	 	 for	I	am	doing	a	work	in	your	days,		

a	work	that	you	will	not	believe,	even	if	one	tells	it	to	you.’	”	
	
By	raising	Jesus	from	death,	the	Father	fulfills	the	promise	made	to	his	people.	Paul	

applies	three	Old	Testament	Messianic	prophesies	to	illustrate	that	this	promise	has	been	
fulfilled:	Jesus	is	God’s	son	(Psalm	2:7,	v.33)	who	inherits	the	holy	and	sure	blessings	of	David	
(Isaiah	55:3,	v.	34)	which	is	proven	by	his	body	not	seeing	corruption	(Psalm	16:10,	v.	35).	In	
other	words,	the	Son	of	God	and	descendant	of	David	does	not	decay	in	a	tomb,	but	is	
resurrected	from	the	dead	and	bodily	ascended	into	heaven	to	be	with	the	Father.	Through	this	
man,	Paul	proclaims	the	forgiveness	of	sins.		

Paul	makes	a	point	to	tell	the	synagogue	that	the	salvation	promised	to	Israel	through	
Jesus	is	superior	to	the	salvation	they’re	seeking	through	keeping	the	law	of	Moses	(v.	39).	This	
is	because	the	law	of	Moses	is	a	foreshadowing	of	the	salvation	God	will	one	day	make	
available	through	Christ.	At	every	weak	point	of	the	Old	Testament	sacrificial	system,	the	
people	can	feel	the	burden	of	their	sin.	Their	sin	always	requires	another	sacrifice	in	order	to	be	
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made	clean	again.	But	this	sacrifice	is	different.	Jesus’	perfect	life	and	sacrificial	death	makes	
true	freedom	possible—a	freedom	that	could	never	have	been	obtained	by	keeping	the	Mosaic	
law.		
	
13:42-52	-	42	As	they	went	out,	the	people	begged	that	these	things	might	be	told	them	the	next	
Sabbath.	43	And	after	the	meeting	of	the	synagogue	broke	up,	many	Jews	and	devout	converts	to	
Judaism	followed	Paul	and	Barnabas,	who,	as	they	spoke	with	them,	urged	them	to	continue	in	
the	grace	of	God.		

44	The	next	Sabbath	almost	the	whole	city	gathered	to	hear	the	word	of	the	Lord.	45	But	
when	the	Jews	saw	the	crowds,	they	were	filled	with	jealousy	and	began	to	contradict	what	was	
spoken	by	Paul,	reviling	him.	46	And	Paul	and	Barnabas	spoke	out	boldly,	saying,	“It	was	
necessary	that	the	word	of	God	be	spoken	first	to	you.	Since	you	thrust	it	aside	and	judge	
yourselves	unworthy	of	eternal	life,	behold,	we	are	turning	to	the	Gentiles.	47	For	so	the	Lord	has	
commanded	us,	saying,		
	 	 “	‘I	have	made	you	a	light	for	the	Gentiles,		

that	you	may	bring	salvation	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.’	”		
48	And	when	the	Gentiles	heard	this,	they	began	rejoicing	and	glorifying	the	word	of	the	Lord,	
and	as	many	as	were	appointed	to	eternal	life	believed.	49	And	the	word	of	the	Lord	was	
spreading	throughout	the	whole	region.	50	But	the	Jews	incited	the	devout	women	of	high	
standing	and	the	leading	men	of	the	city,	stirred	up	persecution	against	Paul	and	Barnabas,	and	
drove	them	out	of	their	district.	51	But	they	shook	off	the	dust	from	their	feet	against	them	and	
went	to	Iconium.	52	And	the	disciples	were	filled	with	joy	and	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
	 Paul’s	message	is	generally	well	received.	Not	only	are	people	begging	to	hear	more	of	
the	gospel	the	following	week,	but	many	follow	Paul	and	Barnabas	as	they	leave	the	gathering.	
To	the	dismay	of	some	Jews,	as	they	gather	for	synagogue	the	next	week,	nearly	the	entire	city	
comes	out	to	hear	Paul	speak.	Motivated	by	jealousy,	these	Jews	begin	to	contradict	the	
teaching	of	Paul	and	curse	him	to	the	people.		
	 Upon	the	Jews’	refusal	of	the	offer	of	freedom	from	the	law	and	salvation	from	sin	in	
Jesus,	Paul	and	Barnabas	boldly	declare	that	they	are	turning	their	attention	to	the	evangelism	
and	salvation	of	Gentiles.	Like	the	banquet	guests	in	Luke	14:12-24,	those	who	are	invited	first	
and	refuse	the	invitation	are	dismissed	in	favor	of	the	“poor	and	the	crippled	and	the	blind	and	
the	lame.”	As	clearly	detailed	in	this	passage,	the	Jews	should	have	recognized	Jesus,	accepted	
his	message	and	become	his	loyal	followers.	Instead,	they	refuse	him	and	put	him	to	death.	
Upon	refusing	Paul	and	Barnabas’	message	of	salvation,	they	move	on	to	the	crowds	of	people	
who	are	thirsty	for	the	truth.	This	shift	causes	the	Gentiles	to	rejoice	and	repent	of	their	sin.	
The	gospel	makes	such	great	gains	in	this	area	that	the	Jews	have	to	stir	up	persecution	to	force	
Paul	and	Barnabas	out.		
	 This	passage	does	not	teach	that	we	will	interact	with	people	who	may	not	be	worthy	of	
our	time.	Rather	it	illustrates	a	principle	that	rather	than	focusing	on	those	who	continually	
refuse	the	gospel,	we	should	spend	time	ministering	to	those	who	are	receptive.	No	one	is	
beyond	the	reach	of	God’s	call	from	death	to	life,	but	some	people’s	constant	refusal	will	
inevitably	mark	their	damnation.		
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The	Main	Point	

Despite	a	profound	familiarity	with	the	Old	Testament,	Jews	in	Paul’s	day	reject	all	of	
the	evidence	pointing	to	Jesus	as	the	Messiah.	As	the	Jews	refuse	the	message	of	Paul	and	
Barnabas,	they	elect	to	take	their	message	to	the	Gentiles,	many	of	whom	receive	it	with	
gladness	and	follow	Christ.		

	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Hebrews	
Luke	14:12-24	
Matthew	10:5-15	
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Week	8	
Acts	14:1-28	–	Through	Many	Tribulations	
By	Rand	Nelson	
	
Introduction	

One	thing	that	cable	television	and	the	Internet	has	given	us	in	the	age	of	technology	is	
the	ability	to	watch	famous	people	closely.	Reality	TV	shows	abound,	social	media	connects	
celebrities	with	everyday	people,	and	every	day	news	headlines	are	flooded	with	information	
about	the	“stars”	of	our	day.	Despite	the	fact	that	we	know	celebrities	die,	their	deaths	often	
shock	us.	Some	of	us	are	shocked	by	these	deaths	because	the	celebrity	is	near	to	us	in	age,	and	
sometimes	it’s	that	they	seem	to	have	died	“before	it	was	their	time”—whatever	that	means.	
The	mortality	of	people	who—in	our	day—seem	to	live	and	act	as	gods,	catches	us	off	guard.	In	
this	passage,	Paul	encounters	a	mob	who	seeks	to	treat	him	and	Barnabas	as	gods.	Our	
message	as	Christians	ought	always	to	be	ascribing	divine	glory	to	the	one	to	whom	it’s	due—
even	if	it	means	losing	the	affection	of	some	or	if	it	threatens	our	lives.			

	
	
Read	Acts	14:1-28	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. What	role	does	faith	play	in	salvation?	Is	faith	something	you	have	or	something	you	are	
given?	

2. Have	you	ever	received	applause	for	something	that	was	not	your	doing?	How	did	you	
handle	that	situation,	and	how	should	this	passage	change	how	we	handle	glory	
attributed	to	ourselves?		

3. Have	you	ever	suffered	malice	at	the	hands	of	men	because	of	your	belief	in	Jesus?	In	
what	ways	is	Paul’s	response	to	his	abuse	scalable	to	our	everyday	lives?

	
	
Commentary	
14:1-7	-	Now	at	Iconium	they	entered	together	into	the	Jewish	synagogue	and	spoke	in	such	a	
way	that	a	great	number	of	both	Jews	and	Greeks	believed.	2	But	the	unbelieving	Jews	stirred	up	
the	Gentiles	and	poisoned	their	minds	against	the	brothers.	3	So	they	remained	for	a	long	time,	
speaking	boldly	for	the	Lord,	who	bore	witness	to	the	word	of	his	grace,	granting	signs	and	
wonders	to	be	done	by	their	hands.	4	But	the	people	of	the	city	were	divided;	some	sided	with	
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the	Jews	and	some	with	the	apostles.	5	When	an	attempt	was	made	by	both	Gentiles	and	Jews,	
with	their	rulers,	to	mistreat	them	and	to	stone	them,	6	they	learned	of	it	and	fled	to	Lystra	and	
Derbe,	cities	of	Lycaonia,	and	to	the	surrounding	country,	7	and	there	they	continued	to	preach	
the	gospel.	
	

Continuing	their	missionary	journey,	Paul	and	Barnabas	travel	from	Antioch	to	Iconium,	
where	they	speaks	in	such	a	way	that	a	great	number	of	both	Jews	and	Gentiles	believe.	Jews	
there	who	do	not	believe	speak	out	against	Paul	and	Barnabas,	stirring	up	unbelief	among	the	
Gentiles.	Because	of	this	poisoning	of	the	well,	Paul	and	Barnabas	remain	there	a	long	time,	
speaking	boldly	to	correct	the	false	message	that	has	been	spread.	To	bless	their	efforts,	the	
Lord	enables	them	to	perform	signs	and	wonders	which	give	credence	to	their	message.	As	is	
the	case	throughout	Scripture,	so	is	the	case	here:	the	signs	of	God	are	meant	to	testify	to	the	
truth	of	the	Word	of	God.	The	people	of	Iconium	are	so	divided	at	their	preaching	that,	learning	
of	a	plot	to	stone	them,	the	apostles	flee	to	Lystra	and	Derbe	in	Lycaonia	where	they	continue	
preaching	the	gospel.		
	
14:8-10	-	8	Now	at	Lystra	there	was	a	man	sitting	who	could	not	use	his	feet.	He	was	crippled	
from	birth	and	had	never	walked.	9	He	listened	to	Paul	speaking.	And	Paul,	looking	intently	at	
him	and	seeing	that	he	had	faith	to	be	made	well,	10	said	in	a	loud	voice,	“Stand	upright	on	your	
feet.”	And	he	sprang	up	and	began	walking.	
	
	 While	at	Lystra,	Paul	comes	upon	a	man	who	is	crippled	from	birth,	unable	to	walk	or	
use	his	feet.	As	the	man	listens	to	Paul’s	message,	it	becomes	apparent	to	Paul	that	“he	had	
faith	to	be	made	well”	(v.9).	Calvin	comments	that	there	is	probably	an	inner	testifying	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	in	the	man’s	soul,	which	also	is	present	in	Paul.	This	readies	him	to	receive	this	gift	of	
healing	and	to	expect	it	in	that	moment.	It	is	very	important	that	this	text	not	be	understood	as	
presenting	the	idea	that	men	and	women	are	healed	by	God	only	so	much	as	is	the	measure	of	
their	faith.	Wicked	men	have	used	texts	like	this	to	offer	healing	to	hurting	people	only	to	
shame	them	(or	the	surrounding	mob)	when	the	healing	does	not	take	place,	blaming	the	small	
measure	of	their	faith.	While	the	Bible	certainly	speaks	to	the	power	of	faith	(Hebrews	11,	Luke	
17.6),	we	need	to	realize	the	difference	in	the	power	of	our	faith	and	the	object	of	our	faith.	If	
the	power	of	God	was	limited	to	a	corresponding	measure	of	faith	in	the	hearts	of	men,	no	one	
would	ever	be	healed	of	any	infirmity,	nor	would	anyone	be	saved.	God’s	grace	and	mercy	are	
so	lavished	upon	us	that	he	provides	healing	and	salvation	to	those	who	could	never	merit	it	by	
any	work,	let	alone	their	faith.	Faith	is	only	ever	as	powerful	to	effect	change	as	the	God	of	our	
faith	is	willing	to	be	shown	as	powerful	in	it.		
	
14:11-18	-	11	And	when	the	crowds	saw	what	Paul	had	done,	they	lifted	up	their	voices,	saying	in	
Lycaonian,	“The	gods	have	come	down	to	us	in	the	likeness	of	men!”	12	Barnabas	they	called	
Zeus,	and	Paul,	Hermes,	because	he	was	the	chief	speaker.	13	And	the	priest	of	Zeus,	whose	
temple	was	at	the	entrance	to	the	city,	brought	oxen	and	garlands	to	the	gates	and	wanted	to	
offer	sacrifice	with	the	crowds.	14	But	when	the	apostles	Barnabas	and	Paul	heard	of	it,	they	tore	
their	garments	and	rushed	out	into	the	crowd,	crying	out,	15	“Men,	why	are	you	doing	these	
things?	We	also	are	men,	of	like	nature	with	you,	and	we	bring	you	good	news,	that	you	should	
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turn	from	these	vain	things	to	a	living	God,	who	made	the	heaven	and	the	earth	and	the	sea	and	
all	that	is	in	them.	16	In	past	generations	he	allowed	all	the	nations	to	walk	in	their	own	ways.	
17	Yet	he	did	not	leave	himself	without	witness,	for	he	did	good	by	giving	you	rains	from	heaven	
and	fruitful	seasons,	satisfying	your	hearts	with	food	and	gladness.”	18	Even	with	these	words	
they	scarcely	restrained	the	people	from	offering	sacrifice	to	them	
.	 	 		
	 When	the	crowds	see	this	miraculous	healing,	they	think	Barnabas	and	Paul	are	the	
Greek	gods:	Zeus	and	Hermes.	The	priest	of	Zeus	brings	out	animals	of	sacrifice	to	worship	
them,	which—because	the	initial	words	of	praise	had	been	in	the	Lycaonian	language—is	
probably	when	they	first	realize	what	is	happening.	Immediately,	the	men	tear	their	garments	
to	show	their	displeasure	and	begin	to	correct	this	mistake.		
	 Paul’s	answer	to	the	Lycaonians	is	that	he	and	Barnabas	are	not	gods,	and	that	they	
should	turn	from	the	vain	(literally	“empty,”	“profitless”)	things	they	worship	to	the	true,	living	
God.	He	uses	the	argument	of	creation	to	point	to	the	creator	and	to	show	God’s	goodness	to	
them.	Just	as	the	Lycaonian’s	message	is,	“the	gods	have	come	down	in	the	likeness	of	men,”	so	
is	Paul’s	message	about	to	be,	“God	has	come	in	the	likeness	of	man,”	but	they	are	forcibly	
stopped	from	sharing	the	end	of	their	sermon.		
	
14:19-23	-	19	But	Jews	came	from	Antioch	and	Iconium,	and	having	persuaded	the	crowds,	they	
stoned	Paul	and	dragged	him	out	of	the	city,	supposing	that	he	was	dead.	20	But	when	the	
disciples	gathered	about	him,	he	rose	up	and	entered	the	city,	and	on	the	next	day	he	went	on	
with	Barnabas	to	Derbe.	21	When	they	had	preached	the	gospel	to	that	city	and	had	made	many	
disciples,	they	returned	to	Lystra	and	to	Iconium	and	to	Antioch,	22	strengthening	the	souls	of	the	
disciples,	encouraging	them	to	continue	in	the	faith,	and	saying	that	through	many	tribulations	
we	must	enter	the	kingdom	of	God.	23	And	when	they	had	appointed	elders	for	them	in	every	
church,	with	prayer	and	fasting	they	committed	them	to	the	Lord	in	whom	they	had	believed.	
	
	 The	Jews	who	had	sought	to	stone	Paul	and	Barnabas	in	Iconium	follow	them	to	Lystra.	
They	stir	up	the	crowds	so	that	they	stone	Paul	and	leave	him	for	dead	outside	the	city.	With	
the	encouragement	from	his	brothers,	Paul	reenters	the	city	and	stays	the	night	there.	The	next	
day,	he	leaves	with	Barnabas	and	continues	their	journey,	only	to	return	to	Lystra	later.	Paul	is	a	
man	who	does	not	give	up	on	the	message	of	the	gospel.	He	seems	to	live	in	the	gap	between	
life	and	death,	a	place	he	calls	“struck	down	but	not	destroyed”	(2	Corinthians	4:9).	Imagine	the	
power	of	a	man	still	bloody	and	bruised	from	being	stoned	for	the	sake	of	the	gospel	coming	to	
your	town	to	encourage	you	that	it	is	“through	many	tribulations	that	we	must	enter	the	
kingdom	of	God”	(v.	22).	Paul	lives	his	message	and	the	results	are	visible	through	the	
encouragement	he	offers	the	churches	along	the	way	and	his	influence	with	them	after	he	
leaves.		
	
14:24-28	-	24	Then	they	passed	through	Pisidia	and	came	to	Pamphylia.	25	And	when	they	had	
spoken	the	word	in	Perga,	they	went	down	to	Attalia,	26	and	from	there	they	sailed	to	Antioch,	
where	they	had	been	commended	to	the	grace	of	God	for	the	work	that	they	had	fulfilled.	27	And	
when	they	arrived	and	gathered	the	church	together,	they	declared	all	that	God	had	done	with	
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them,	and	how	he	had	opened	a	door	of	faith	to	the	Gentiles.	28	And	they	remained	no	little	time	
with	the	disciples.	

Paul	and	Barnabas	round	out	their	journey	and	return	to	Antioch	where	they	have	been	
originally	commissioned	for	ministry.	Upon	their	arrival,	they	are	able	to	tell	the	gathered	
church	about	the	blessing	and	effectiveness	of	their	journey	and	the	wonderful	door	which	
have	been	opened	to	them	in	ministry	to	the	Gentiles.	Having	been	away	from	their	base	
church	for	nearly	two	years,	they	stay	home	for	quite	some	time.		

	
	
The	Main	Point	

When	messengers	of	the	gospel	present	the	gospel	in	power,	it	is	very	important	that	
the	glory	of	its	message	be	attributed	to	God.	Whether	our	ministries	are	powerfully	used	by	
God	to	save	and	heal,	or	are	so	hated	by	crowds	that	they	seek	to	do	us	harm,	we	should	seek	
God’s	face	and	use	these	ministries	as	platforms	for	his	glory.		

	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Hebrews	11	
2	Corinthians	4:7-18,	11:16-32	
Luke	17:1-6	
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Week	9	
Acts	15:1-35	–	The	Jerusalem	Council	
By	Harvey	Edwards	IV	
	
Introduction	
	 We	all	have	traditions	we	do	not	like	having	upset,	even	if	we	don’t	really	recognize	it	as	
a	tradition.	I	remember	one	of	the	first	Christmas’s	after	Jenae	and	I	had	kids.	We	spent	
Christmas	Eve	with	one	side	of	my	extended	family	like	we	always	did.	We	went	to	a	Christmas	
Eve	service,	went	to	my	uncle’s	house,	prayed,	ate,	and	then	had	the	great-grandkids	open	their	
presents	from	my	grandparents.	At	Jenae’s	house,	her	grandfather	always	read	about	the	birth	
of	Jesus	before	opening	presents.	She	thought	this	was	a	nice	tradition	that	should	be	included	
in	my	family’s	get-together.	So	without	consulting	Papaw	(or	anyone	else),	she	loudly	
announces	to	the	group,	“Papaw	is	going	to	read	all	of	the	great-grandchildren	the	Christmas	
story.”	Jenae’s	announcement	ended	in	a	record	scratch,	party-stopping	moment.	Silence.	
Confusion.	Now	nobody	in	my	family	would	be	publicly	against	that	taking	place;	we	had	all	just	
returned	from	a	Christmas	Eve	service	where	the	story	was	shared.	But	it	wasn’t	how	we	did	it.	
That	wasn’t	the	way	it	was	always	done.	Everyone	just	looked	at	each	other,	unsure	of	what	to	
do	or	say	until	my	uncle	just	ignored	the	suggestion	and	gathered	everyone	to	open	presents.	
I’m	not	sure	everyone	even	heard	what	she	said.	It	caught	everyone	by	surprise	and	is	hilarious	
to	look	back	on.	I	remember	my	dad	putting	his	arm	around	Jenae	and	telling	her	that	he	would	
read	the	Christmas	story	on	Christmas	morning	before	we	opened	presents.		
	 Are	there	traditions	in	your	life	that	may	obscure	the	gospel	even	though	they	are	not	
intended	to?	
	
	
Read	Acts	15:1-35	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. Why	do	you	think	a	portion	of	the	Jewish	Christians	wanted	the	Gentiles	to	observe	
circumcision,	and	by	extension,	the	law	it	represents?		

2. Why	were	Paul	and	Barnabas	arguing	so	strongly	against	this?		
3. We	all	are	tempted	to	think	our	interpretation	of	how	to	live	in	light	of	Jesus’	life,	death,	

and	resurrection	as	we	interact	with	our	culture	is	the	correct	one.	How	can	we	evaluate	
our	thinking	on	this?	How	can	we	make	sure	we	aren’t	straying	into	legalism?	

4. Does	being	free	from	the	law	allow	us	to	live	however	we	want?	Why	not?	
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Commentary	
15:1-35	–	But	some	men	came	down	from	Judea	and	were	teaching	the	brothers,	“Unless	you	
are	circumcised	according	to	the	custom	of	Moses,	you	cannot	be	saved.”	2	And	after	Paul	and	
Barnabas	had	no	small	dissension	and	debate	with	them,	Paul	and	Barnabas	and	some	of	the	
others	were	appointed	to	go	up	to	Jerusalem	to	the	apostles	and	the	elders	about	this	question.	
3	So,	being	sent	on	their	way	by	the	church,	they	passed	through	both	Phoenicia	and	Samaria,	
describing	in	detail	the	conversion	of	the	Gentiles,	and	brought	great	joy	to	all	the	brothers.	
4	When	they	came	to	Jerusalem,	they	were	welcomed	by	the	church	and	the	apostles	and	the	
elders,	and	they	declared	all	that	God	had	done	with	them.	5	But	some	believers	who	belonged	
to	the	party	of	the	Pharisees	rose	up	and	said,	“It	is	necessary	to	circumcise	them	and	to	order	
them	to	keep	the	law	of	Moses.”		
	
	 The	expansion	of	the	gospel	to	the	Gentiles	is	an	encouraging	development	to	the	
church.	To	see	that	God	is	offering	his	salvation	to	any	who	would	turn	to	him	is	a	matter	of	
great	joy.	But	it	is	hard	for	cultures	to	mix.	Gentiles	entering	the	church	have	no	cultural	ties	to	
the	Jewish	religious	practices.	God	outlined	many	of	these	practices	in	Scripture	to	help	Israel	
understand	who	God	is	and	to	help	them	recognize	and	respond	to	the	Messiah	when	he	came.	
Now	that	Jesus	has	come	and	fulfilled	the	law,	there	are	questions	about	what	practices	should	
continue.	Circumcision	was	a	sign	of	identification	with	God’s	people	and	demonstrated	a	
commitment	to	be	under	the	Mosaic	Covenant.	The	Mosaic	Covenant	was	basically	agreeing	to	
follow	the	Mosaic	Law	in	order	to	be	under	the	blessing	of	God.	Some	of	the	Jewish	people	
believe	that	if	this	is	what	pleased	God	before,	it	should	still	be	pleasing	to	him	now	that	Jesus	
has	returned.	Their	belief	is	that	if	one	is	unwilling	to	follow	this,	they	must	not	be	serious	
about	turning	their	lives	over	to	God.	Paul	and	Barnabas	staunchly	oppose	this.		
	

6	The	apostles	and	the	elders	were	gathered	together	to	consider	this	matter.	7	And	after	
there	had	been	much	debate,	Peter	stood	up	and	said	to	them,	“Brothers,	you	know	that	in	the	
early	days	God	made	a	choice	among	you,	that	by	my	mouth	the	Gentiles	should	hear	the	word	
of	the	gospel	and	believe.	8	And	God,	who	knows	the	heart,	bore	witness	to	them,	by	giving	
them	the	Holy	Spirit	just	as	he	did	to	us,	9	and	he	made	no	distinction	between	us	and	them,	
having	cleansed	their	hearts	by	faith.	10	Now,	therefore,	why	are	you	putting	God	to	the	test	by	
placing	a	yoke	on	the	neck	of	the	disciples	that	neither	our	fathers	nor	we	have	been	able	to	
bear?	11	But	we	believe	that	we	will	be	saved	through	the	grace	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	just	as	they	
will.”		

	
Peter	speaks	up	and	reminds	the	assembly	that	God	led	him	to	share	the	gospel	with	

the	Gentiles	and	they	believed.	God	bears	witness	to	them	by	giving	them	the	same	Holy	Spirit	
he	had	given	the	Jews,	making	no	distinction	between	them,	cleansing	their	hearts	by	faith.	This	
cleansing	by	faith	is	key.	No	human	can	follow	the	law	of	Moses.	None	of	us	receive	the	blessing	
of	God	under	the	law—we	fail	to	live	up	to	it	and	would	receive	the	curse	instead.	This	is	what	
Peter	means	when	he	says	that	they	would	be	placing	a	yoke	on	the	necks	of	the	disciples	that	
none	of	the	Jews	have	been	able	to	bear.	No	one	can	keep	the	law.	This	is	why	Jesus	comes.	He	
fulfills	the	law	earning	a	righteousness	that	none	of	us	can.	Then	he	dies	in	our	place	for	our	sin	
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so	that	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of	God	through	grace	by	faith.	Peter	notes	that	this	
is	the	same	for	the	Jews	and	the	Gentiles.		

	
12	And	all	the	assembly	fell	silent,	and	they	listened	to	Barnabas	and	Paul	as	they	related	

what	signs	and	wonders	God	had	done	through	them	among	the	Gentiles.	13	After	they	finished	
speaking,	James	replied,	“Brothers,	listen	to	me.	14	Simeon	has	related	how	God	first	visited	the	
Gentiles,	to	take	from	them	a	people	for	his	name.	15	And	with	this	the	words	of	the	prophets	
agree,	just	as	it	is	written,		

	
	 	 16	“	‘After	this	I	will	return,		
	 	 and	I	will	rebuild	the	tent	of	David	that	has	fallen;		
	 	 I	will	rebuild	its	ruins,		

and	I	will	restore	it,		
	 	 17	that	the	remnant	of	mankind	may	seek	the	Lord,		

and	all	the	Gentiles	who	are	called	by	my	name,		
says	the	Lord,	who	makes	these	things	18	known	from	of	old.’		

	
	 After	Peter’s	reminder	of	their	dependence	on	faith	rather	than	law-keeping,	the	
assembly	is	ready	to	hear	of	God’s	acts	among	the	Gentiles.	The	Holy	Spirit’s	signs	and	wonders	
confirm	the	truth	of	the	Gentiles’	salvation.	James	recalls	Amos	9:11-12,	one	of	the	passages	
where	the	OT	Scriptures	tell	of	the	salvation	of	the	Gentiles	as	well	as	the	Jews—that	they	too	
would	be	part	of	the	people	of	God.		
	

19	Therefore	my	judgment	is	that	we	should	not	trouble	those	of	the	Gentiles	who	turn	to	
God,	20	but	should	write	to	them	to	abstain	from	the	things	polluted	by	idols,	and	from	sexual	
immorality,	and	from	what	has	been	strangled,	and	from	blood.	21	For	from	ancient	generations	
Moses	has	had	in	every	city	those	who	proclaim	him,	for	he	is	read	every	Sabbath	in	the	
synagogues.”		

	
James	concludes	that	the	Gentiles	are	not	under	the	law.	However,	so	that	Jew-Gentile	

relationships	are	not	unnecessarily	strained,	James	offers	a	few	suggestions	of	places	where	the	
Gentiles	should	be	extra	careful	not	to	damage	relationships	with	Jews.	Moses	is	read	every	
Sabbath	and	so	many	know	the	teachings	of	the	Law.	In	order	to	not	offend	their	Jewish	
brothers	and	sisters,	as	well	as	to	avoid	creating	obstacles	to	non-believing	Jews,	Gentile	
Christians	are	asked	to	follow	these	regulations.	
	
15:22-35	–	22	Then	it	seemed	good	to	the	apostles	and	the	elders,	with	the	whole	church,	to	
choose	men	from	among	them	and	send	them	to	Antioch	with	Paul	and	Barnabas.	They	sent	
Judas	called	Barsabbas,	and	Silas,	leading	men	among	the	brothers,	23	with	the	following	letter:	
“The	brothers,	both	the	apostles	and	the	elders,	to	the	brothers	who	are	of	the	Gentiles	in	
Antioch	and	Syria	and	Cilicia,	greetings.	24	Since	we	have	heard	that	some	persons	have	gone	out	
from	us	and	troubled	you	with	words,	unsettling	your	minds,	although	we	gave	them	no	
instructions,	25	it	has	seemed	good	to	us,	having	come	to	one	accord,	to	choose	men	and	send	
them	to	you	with	our	beloved	Barnabas	and	Paul,	26	men	who	have	risked	their	lives	for	the	
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name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	27	We	have	therefore	sent	Judas	and	Silas,	who	themselves	will	
tell	you	the	same	things	by	word	of	mouth.	28	For	it	has	seemed	good	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	to	us	
to	lay	on	you	no	greater	burden	than	these	requirements:	29	that	you	abstain	from	what	has	
been	sacrificed	to	idols,	and	from	blood,	and	from	what	has	been	strangled,	and	from	sexual	
immorality.	If	you	keep	yourselves	from	these,	you	will	do	well.	Farewell.”		

30	So	when	they	were	sent	off,	they	went	down	to	Antioch,	and	having	gathered	the	
congregation	together,	they	delivered	the	letter.	31	And	when	they	had	read	it,	they	rejoiced	
because	of	its	encouragement.	32	And	Judas	and	Silas,	who	were	themselves	prophets,	
encouraged	and	strengthened	the	brothers	with	many	words.	33	And	after	they	had	spent	some	
time,	they	were	sent	off	in	peace	by	the	brothers	to	those	who	had	sent	them.	35	But	Paul	and	
Barnabas	remained	in	Antioch,	teaching	and	preaching	the	word	of	the	Lord,	with	many	others	
also.	
	

The	tradition	of	the	law	threatens	the	understanding	of	the	gospel.	We	must	be	careful	
to	continually	return	to	what	God’s	Word	tells	us.	We	have	been	saved	by	grace	through	faith	in	
Jesus	and	his	life,	death,	and	resurrection.	This	should	be	what	guides	our	thinking	and	our	
living.	Our	hope	is	in	Jesus,	not	our	performance.	For	a	greater	understanding	of	the	law	and	
grace,	as	well	as	how	grace	changes	how	we	live,	see	some	of	Paul’s	writings	(Galatians	3:1-29;	
5:1-26;	Romans	6).	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

The	nature	and	means	of	salvation	are	clarified	by	an	appeal	to	God’s	Word	and	the	
Spirit’s	work.	Salvation	is	available	to	everyone	who	believes	and	is	received	by	faith,	not	by	
works	of	the	law.		
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Genesis	15:6	
Amos	9:11-12	
Acts	10:1-48	
Galatians	3	
Galatians	5	
Romans	6-8	
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Week	10	
Acts	15:36-16:15	–	Agree	to	Disagree	
By	Michael	Green	
	
Introduction	

Have	you	ever	had	a	conflict	with	a	loved	one	that	reached	an	impasse?	I	am	not	talking	
about	a	situation	where	someone	clearly	wronged	the	other,	but	one	in	which	you	truly	loved	
the	other	person	and	just	could	not	get	on	the	same	page	no	matter	how	hard	you	tried?	At	the	
end	of	the	day,	you	just	kept	hitting	bedrock	with	the	situation	worsening	as	you	increased	your	
efforts	to	work	it	out.	What	was	the	end	result?	Were	you	able	to	agree	to	disagree	in	love,	or	
did	it	result	in	a	severing	of	the	relationship?			
	
	
Read	Acts	15:36-16:15	together.	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. What	are	some	essential	beliefs	of	the	Christian	faith?	What	are	some	non-essential	but	
widely	held	convictional	beliefs?	

2. What	can	we	learn	from	the	situation	with	Paul	and	Barnabas?	What	direct	application	
can	we	take	away	for	our	lives?	What	do	you	think	would	be	some	erroneous	
conclusions	to	be	discarded?	

3. Timothy’s	fruit	was	recognized	by	many,	and	it	led	to	a	growth	in	kingdom	tasks	and	
responsibilities.	Describe	a	person	in	your	life	whose	faith	was	obviously	genuine	due	to	
the	fruit	that	it	produced.	What	impact	has	this	person’s	example	had	on	your	life?		

4. Abundantly	clear	in	this	passage	is	God’s	pursuit	of	the	elect.	It	is	the	Spirit	that	works	in	
the	hearts	and	minds	of	both	the	proclaimer	and	the	hearer.	The	Spirit	definitely	works	
through	Paul.	But	with	regard	to	Lydia,	for	example,	“The	Lord	opened	her	heart	to	pay	
attention	to	what	was	said	by	Paul”	(v.	14).	How	does	this	truth	impact	your	view	of	and	
approach	to	evangelism?	
	

	
Commentary	
15:36-41	–	36	And	after	some	days	Paul	said	to	Barnabas,	“Let	us	return	and	visit	the	brothers	in	
every	city	where	we	proclaimed	the	word	of	the	Lord,	and	see	how	they	are.”	37	Now	Barnabas	
wanted	to	take	with	them	John	called	Mark.	38	But	Paul	thought	best	not	to	take	with	them	
one	who	had	withdrawn	from	them	in	Pamphylia	and	had	not	gone	with	them	to	the	
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work.39	And	there	arose	a	sharp	disagreement,	so	that	they	separated	from	each	
other.	Barnabas	took	Mark	with	him	and	sailed	away	to	Cyprus,	40	but	Paul	chose	Silas	and	
departed,	having	been	commended	by	the	brothers	to	the	grace	of	the	Lord.	41	And	he	went	
through	Syria	and	Cilicia,	strengthening	the	churches.	
	

Paul	is	getting	ready	to	set	out	on	his	second	missionary	journey,	retracing	the	steps	of	
his	first.	He	desires	to	check	on	the	churches	that	he	has	established	and	the	disciples	that	he	
has	made.	Barnabas	insists	on	taking	“John	called	Mark,”	his	cousin	and	the	author	of	the	
Gospel	of	Mark,	as	they	have	done	previously	in	Acts	13:5.	But,	this	leads	to	a	sharp	
disagreement	with	Paul.	Paul	dissents,	reminding	Barnabas	that	Mark	has	“withdrawn	from	
them	in	Pamphylia”	as	recorded	in	Acts	13:13.	The	two	appear	to	be	unable	to	come	to	a	
compromise,	and	instead,	end	up	parting	ways	with	Barnabas	and	Mark	sailing	to	Cyprus	and	
Paul	and	Silas	passing	through	Syria	and	Cilicia.	So,	we	see	that	even	Paul,	potentially	the	
greatest	missionary	to	ever	walk	the	earth,	and	Barnabas,	the	“Son	of	Encouragement,”	
experience	a	conflict	that	cannot	be	resolved.	We	should	always	work	to	resolve	conflicts	with	
our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ,	but	we	still	live	in	a	fallen	world	and	wrestle	with	a	sin	nature.	
There	will	be	times	when	we	have	to	agree	to	disagree	and	go	our	separate	ways.	But	this	
should	certainly	not	be	normative.	It	should	be	rare.	We	continually	need	to	work	to	preserve	
the	unity	of	the	body	of	Christ	and	put	others	ahead	of	ourselves.	In	essential	doctrines,	we	dig	
in	our	heels	and	fight	the	good	fight.	But,	in	non-essential	doctrines,	we	have	liberty	to	have	
differing	opinions.				
	
16:1-5	–	 Paul	came	also	to	Derbe	and	to	Lystra.	A	disciple	was	there,	named	Timothy,	the	son	of	
a	Jewish	woman	who	was	a	believer,	but	his	father	was	a	Greek.	2	He	was	well	spoken	of	by	the	
brothers	at	Lystra	and	Iconium.	3	Paul	wanted	Timothy	to	accompany	him,	and	he	took	him	and	
circumcised	him	because	of	the	Jews	who	were	in	those	places,	for	they	all	knew	that	his	father	
was	a	Greek.	4	As	they	went	on	their	way	through	the	cities,	they	delivered	to	them	for	
observance	the	decisions	that	had	been	reached	by	the	apostles	and	elders	who	were	in	
Jerusalem.	5	So	the	churches	were	strengthened	in	the	faith,	and	they	increased	in	
numbers	daily.	
	

This	passage	records	the	initial	meeting	of	Paul	and	Timothy.	They	go	on	to	develop	a	
deep	relationship	from	this	point	forward,	so	much	so	that	Paul	will	view	Timothy	as	his	“true	
son	in	the	faith”	(1	Timothy	1:2).	In	Philippians	2:19-22,	Paul	speaks	very	highly	of	Timothy:	
	

19	I	hope	in	the	Lord	Jesus	to	send	Timothy	to	you	soon,	so	that	I	too	may	be	cheered	by	
news	of	you.	20	For	I	have	no	one	like	him,	who	will	be	genuinely	concerned	for	your	
welfare.	21	For	they	all	seek	their	own	interests,	not	those	of	Jesus	Christ.	22	But	you	know	
Timothy's	proven	worth,	how	as	a	son	with	a	father	he	has	served	with	me	in	the	gospel.	
	
Furthermore,	we	see	that	Timothy	is	already	spoken	well	of	at	this	point	“by	the	

brothers	at	Lystra	and	Iconium.”	Timothy	labors	faithfully	for	the	Lord,	in	the	Lord,	and	others	
take	note.	As	a	result,	he	will	be	given	more	responsibility,	including	being	charged	with	
shepherding	the	church	at	Ephesus	as	a	young	man.	
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Presumably,	to	ease	the	minds	of	the	Jews	and	facilitate	relationships	for	the	

advancement	of	the	gospel,	Timothy,	who	has	a	Jewish	mother,	gets	circumcised.	Paul	has	
already	made	it	abundantly	clear	that	circumcision	is	by	no	means	a	necessary	requirement	in	
becoming	a	child	of	God.	In	fact,	to	say	so	is	antithetical	to	the	gospel	as	is	clearly	taught	in	
Paul’s	letter	to	the	Galatians.	Christ	is	both	necessary	and	sufficient	for	salvation.	He	is	our	only	
hope,	and	He	is	all	we	need.	Paul	even	publicly	rebukes	Peter	and	goes	to	Jerusalem	to	defend	
that	position.	In	fact,	in	this	passage,	he	is	delivering	the	decision	made	in	Jerusalem	on	this	
issue	to	the	churches,	and	the	churches	are	“strengthened	in	the	faith.”	John	Stott	states	in	The	
Message	of	Acts	that	Paul	proposes	this	in	order	to	make	Timothy’s	“ministry	acceptable	to	the	
[the	Jews]”	because	“once	the	principle	had	been	established	that	circumcision	was	not	
necessary	for	salvation,	[Paul]	was	ready	to	make	concessions	in	policy.	What	was	unnecessary	
for	acceptance	with	God	was	advisable	for	acceptance	by	some	human	beings.”				
	
16:6-10	–	6	And	they	went	through	the	region	of	Phrygia	and	Galatia,	having	been	forbidden	by	
the	Holy	Spirit	to	speak	the	word	in	Asia.	7	And	when	they	had	come	up	to	Mysia,	they	
attempted	to	go	into	Bithynia,	but	the	Spirit	of	Jesus	did	not	allow	them.	8	So,	passing	by	Mysia,	
they	went	down	to	Troas.	9	And	a	vision	appeared	to	Paul	in	the	night:	a	man	of	Macedonia	was	
standing	there,	urging	him	and	saying,	“Come	over	to	Macedonia	and	help	us.”	10	And	when	
Paul	had	seen	the	vision,	immediately	we	sought	to	go	on	into	Macedonia,	concluding	that	God	
had	called	us	to	preach	the	gospel	to	them.	
	

Abundantly	clear	in	this	passage	is	the	fact	that	evangelism	is	the	work	of	the	Lord	
carried	out	by	men.	It	is	God’s	agenda,	and	we	are	his	chosen	instrument	for	spreading	the	
good	news.	God	pursues	the	elect	and	the	Holy	Spirit	is	at	work	in	the	lives	of	those	that	share	
the	gospel	and	those	that	receive	it.		
	
16:11-15	–	 11	So,	setting	sail	from	Troas,	we	made	a	direct	voyage	to	Samothrace,	and	the	
following	day	to	Neapolis,	12	and	from	there	to	Philippi,	which	is	a	leading	city	of	the	district	of	
Macedonia	and	a	Roman	colony.	We	remained	in	this	city	some	days.	13	And	on	the	Sabbath	day	
we	went	outside	the	gate	to	the	riverside,	where	we	supposed	there	was	a	place	of	prayer,	and	
we	sat	down	and	spoke	to	the	women	who	had	come	together.	14	One	who	heard	us	was	a	
woman	named	Lydia,	from	the	city	of	Thyatira,	a	seller	of	purple	goods,	who	was	a	worshiper	of	
God.	The	Lord	opened	her	heart	to	pay	attention	to	what	was	said	by	Paul.	15	And	after	she	was	
baptized,	and	her	household	as	well,	she	urged	us,	saying,	“If	you	have	judged	me	to	be	faithful	
to	the	Lord,	come	to	my	house	and	stay.”	And	she	prevailed	upon	us.	
	

Lydia	is	a	business	woman.	In	The	Message	of	Acts,	John	Stott	states,	“Thyatira	had	been	
famed	for	centuries	for	its	dyes,	and	.	.	.	Lydia	herself	specialized	in	cloth	treated	with	an	
expensive	purple	dye.”	When	we	meet	her,	she	is	a	“worshiper	of	God”	in	the	Jewish	sense.	
But,	as	stated	in	the	previous	section,	the	Spirit	alone	can	prepare	a	heart	to	receive	the	good	
news	of	Jesus	Christ,	which	is	precisely	what	happens	with	Lydia.	“The	Lord	opened	her	heart	to	
pay	attention”	to	the	words	of	Paul.	Paul	does	the	preaching,	but	the	Spirit	of	God	works	
through	the	preaching	to	change	Lydia’s	heart.	After	putting	her	faith	in	Christ,	she	and	her	
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whole	household	are	baptized,	and	she	insists	that	Paul	and	his	companions	stay	with	her	at	her	
house.	Stott	also	points	out	that	a	house	large	enough	to	accommodate	all	of	those	people	is	an	
indicator	that	Lydia	is	a	wealthy	woman.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

Even	the	conflict	between	Paul	and	Barnabas	is	housed	in	God’s	plans.	While	the	
situation	is	not	ideal	and	believers	should	always	have	a	mind	toward	reconciliation,	God	
sovereignly	orchestrates	the	disagreement	to	produce	two	sets	of	missionaries	instead	of	one,	
with	the	Holy	Spirit	directing	their	steps	and	preparing	the	hearts	of	their	hearers.	The	church	is	
encouraged	as	a	result,	and	others	are	adopted	into	the	family	of	God	for	the	first	time.		
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Genesis	17	
1	Timothy	1	
Galatians	2	
Galatians	6:11-15	
Romans	2	
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Week	11	
Acts	16:16-40	–	Wrongfully	Imprisoned	for	the	Glory	of	God	
By	Michael	Green	
	
Introduction	

Guess	what’s	not	a	verse	in	the	Bible:	“The	Lord	works	in	mysterious	ways.”	Surprising,	
right?	The	phrase	is	actually	thought	to	have	become	common	parlance	due	to	a	William	
Cowper	hymn,	God	Moves	in	a	Mysterious	Way.	Despite	the	fact	that	the	exact	phrase	isn’t	
found	in	Scripture,	the	concept	certainly	is.	Verses	like	the	ones	below	and	many	others	clearly	
communicate	that	truth.		
	

Romans	11:33	
33	Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	unsearchable	are	
his	judgments	and	how	inscrutable	his	ways!	
	
Isaiah	55:9	
For	as	the	heavens	are	higher	than	the	earth,	
				so	are	my	ways	higher	than	your	ways	
				and	my	thoughts	than	your	thoughts.	

	
There	are	times	in	our	lives	when	the	Lord	makes	treasure	out	of	what	seems	to	be	

trash—wonder	out	of	waste.	Many	times	we	might	not	understand	his	purposes	on	this	side	of	
eternity,	and	we	learn	to	rest	in	his	goodness.	But,	other	times,	as	we	pass	through	to	the	other	
side	and	look	back,	we	can	clearly	see	how	the	Lord	has	been	at	work	in	incredible	ways	that	
were	previously	imperceptible.	What’s	a	time	in	your	life	when	you	have	witnessed	this	truth	
firsthand?	Has	there	ever	been	a	situation	that	looked	bleak	or	useless	but	proved	to	be	
incredibly	fruitful?		
	
	
Read	Acts	16:16-40	together.	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?		
(Father,	Son,	and	Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. Describe	a	time	when	you	have	walked	in	obedience	and	experienced	a	negative,	
unwarranted	backlash.	What	has	been	the	impact	on	your	faith?	
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2. While	you	may	have	never	had	the	Lord	cause	an	earthquake	to	remove	your	shackles	
during	a	false	imprisonment,	we	have	probably	all	seen	the	Lord	work	in	ways	that	
surprise	us.	Describe	such	a	situation.		

3. The	Lord	commands	us	as	Christ	followers	to	not	only	share	the	gospel,	but	to	“make	
disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	20	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you”	(Matthew	
28:19-20).	Paul	models	this	well	in	revisiting	the	churches	that	he	establishes	and	
writing	to	them	to	address	situations	that	arise.	How	does	this	impact	our	mindset	in	
spreading	the	gospel	and	doing	the	kingdom	work	of	making	disciples?	
	

Commentary	
16:16-24	-	16	As	we	were	going	to	the	place	of	prayer,	we	were	met	by	a	slave	girl	who	had	a	
spirit	of	divination	and	brought	her	owners	much	gain	by	fortune-telling.	17	She	followed	Paul	
and	us,	crying	out,	“These	men	are	servants	of	the	Most	High	God,	who	proclaim	to	you	the	way	
of	salvation.”	18	And	this	she	kept	doing	for	many	days.	Paul,	having	become	greatly	annoyed,	
turned	and	said	to	the	spirit,	“I	command	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	to	come	out	of	her.”	
And	it	came	out	that	very	hour.	

19	But	when	her	owners	saw	that	their	hope	of	gain	was	gone,	they	seized	Paul	and	Silas	
and	dragged	them	into	the	marketplace	before	the	rulers.	20	And	when	they	had	brought	them	
to	the	magistrates,	they	said,	“These	men	are	Jews,	and	they	are	disturbing	our	
city.	21	They	advocate	customs	that	are	not	lawful	for	us	as	Romans	to	accept	or	practice.”	22	The	
crowd	joined	in	attacking	them,	and	the	magistrates	tore	the	garments	off	them	and	gave	
orders	to	beat	them	with	rods.	23	And	when	they	had	inflicted	many	blows	upon	them,	they	
threw	them	into	prison,	ordering	the	jailer	to	keep	them	safely.	24	Having	received	this	order,	he	
put	them	into	the	inner	prison	and	fastened	their	feet	in	the	stocks.	
	

Evil	spirits	know	who	their	ultimate	master	is.	James	tells	us	that	“even	the	demons	
believe”	that	God	is	one	and	they	“shudder!”	(James	2:19).	When	Jesus	walks	the	earth,	he	
encounters	similar	situations	with	demons	recognizing	him	as	the	“Son	of	God”	in	Matthew	
8:29	and	asking	him	if	he	has	come	to	“torment	[them]	before	the	time?”	A	similar	situation	is	
recorded	in	Luke	4:34	where	a	demon	asks	Jesus	if	he	came	to	destroy	them	and	then	says,	“I	
know	who	you	are	–	the	Holy	One	of	God.”	When	it	comes	to	the	war	that	rages	in	the	spiritual	
realm,	it’s	important	to	understand	that	there	are	not	two	opposite	and	equal	forces	battling	it	
out.	Jesus	is	the	Creator	and	Satan	and	his	minions	are	part	of	creation—fully	under	Christ’s	
dominion	and	control.	They	have	been	given	limited	power	for	a	limited	time.	They	are	fully	
under	the	authority	of	Christ,	and	upon	his	return,	they	will	receive	an	eternal	punishment.	So,	
when	Paul	commands	the	demon	to	come	out	of	the	girl	“in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ,”	he	does	
so	immediately.	However,	Paul’s	good	actions	bring	about	an	unwarranted,	evil	backlash.	As	the	
slave	girl	is	delivered	from	her	spiritual	bondage	removing	her	clairvoyance,	her	owners	
experience	a	premonition	of	their	own:	the	loss	of	future	income.	In	anger,	they	produce	false	
charges	against	Paul	and	his	companions	resulting	in	their	being	beaten	and	imprisoned.						
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16:25-34	–	25	About	midnight	Paul	and	Silas	were	praying	and	singing	hymns	to	God,	and	the	
prisoners	were	listening	to	them,	26	and	suddenly	there	was	a	great	earthquake,	so	that	the	
foundations	of	the	prison	were	shaken.	And	immediately	all	the	doors	were	opened,	
and	everyone's	bonds	were	unfastened.	27	When	the	jailer	woke	and	saw	that	the	prison	doors	
were	open,	he	drew	his	sword	and	was	about	to	kill	himself,	supposing	that	the	prisoners	had	
escaped.28	But	Paul	cried	with	a	loud	voice,	“Do	not	harm	yourself,	for	we	are	all	here.”	29	And	
the	jailer	called	for	lights	and	rushed	in,	and	trembling	with	fear	he	fell	down	before	Paul	and	
Silas.	30	Then	he	brought	them	out	and	said,	“Sirs,	what	must	I	do	to	be	saved?”	31	And	they	
said,	“Believe	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	and	you	will	be	saved,	you	and	your	household.”	32	And	they	
spoke	the	word	of	the	Lord	to	him	and	to	all	who	were	in	his	house.	33	And	he	took	them	the	
same	hour	of	the	night	and	washed	their	wounds;	and	he	was	baptized	at	once,	he	and	all	his	
family.	34	Then	he	brought	them	up	into	his	house	and	set	food	before	them.	And	he	rejoiced	
along	with	his	entire	household	that	he	had	believed	in	God.	
	

Piggybacking	off	of	the	previous	discussion,	here	we	see	a	clear	demonstration	of	who	is	
really	in	control	of	the	situation.	The	forces	of	evil,	false	accusations,	prison	bars,	and	even	
shackles	all	bow	to	the	commands	of	the	King.	And	here,	the	God	of	the	universe	displays	his	
might	in	the	most	creative	way,	producing	an	earthquake	that	makes	prison	doors	open	and	
fetters	fall.	I	find	Paul	and	Silas’	faith	to	be	just	as	miraculous.	After	having	their	clothes	ripped	
off	and	being	beaten	with	rods,	we	find	them	in	the	middle	of	the	night	worshipping.	WOR-
SHIP-PING!	Their	bodies	are	no	doubt	extremely	sore	at	this	point,	with	open	wounds	festering	
and	bruises	bulging.	This	incredible	display	of	the	faith	of	Paul	and	Silas	reminds	me	of	Paul’s	
words	to	the	Corinthians:	“So	we	do	not	lose	heart.	Though	our	outer	self	is	wasting	away,	our	
inner	self	is	being	renewed	day	by	day”	(2	Corinthians	4:16).	Paul	and	Silas	have	the	Spirit	of	
God	living	within	them.	Every	luxury	can	be	taken	away	from	them	and	any	punishment	placed	
upon	them,	but	nothing	will	change	the	fact	that	they	belong	to	the	Lord	and	will	be	with	him	
for	all	eternity.		

This	inconceivable	event	leads	to	the	salvation	of	the	jailor	and	his	whole	family.	The	
guard	is	initially	distraught	to	the	point	of	being	suicidal	due	to	failing	to	carry	out	his	
responsibilities.	But,	Paul	intervenes	and	as	a	result	of	these	divinely	orchestrated	
circumstances,	the	word	is	preached	to	him	and	his	household	who	come	to	faith	in	the	Lord	
and	are	subsequently	baptized.	The	jailer	now	compassionately	spends	the	rest	of	the	night	
taking	care	of	his	newfound	brothers	in	Christ,	inviting	them	into	his	home,	providing	a	meal	for	
them,	and	nursing	their	wounds.	We	see	the	words	below	from	the	song	“Sovereign	Over	Us”	
play	out	so	vividly.	

Even	what	the	enemy	means	for	evil	
You	turn	it	for	our	good	

You	turn	it	for	our	good	and	for	Your	glory	
	
16:35-40	–	35	But	when	it	was	day,	the	magistrates	sent	the	police,	saying,	“Let	those	men	
go.”	36	And	the	jailer	reported	these	words	to	Paul,	saying,	“The	magistrates	have	sent	to	let	you	
go.	Therefore	come	out	now	and	go	in	peace.”	37	But	Paul	said	to	them,	“They	have	beaten	us	
publicly,	uncondemned,	men	who	are	Roman	citizens,	and	have	thrown	us	into	prison;	and	do	
they	now	throw	us	out	secretly?	No!	Let	them	come	themselves	and	take	us	out.”	38	The	police	
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reported	these	words	to	the	magistrates,	and	they	were	afraid	when	they	heard	that	they	were	
Roman	citizens.	39	So	they	came	and	apologized	to	them.	And	they	took	them	out	and	asked	
them	to	leave	the	city.	40	So	they	went	out	of	the	prison	and	visited	Lydia.	And	when	they	had	
seen	the	brothers,	they	encouraged	them	and	departed.	
	

Paul’s	imprisonment	is	unlawful,	and	he	calls	the	leaders	to	account.	Being	a	Roman	
citizen	comes	with	due	process	and	that	process	has	been	completely	supplanted	in	Paul’s	case.	
What	the	authorities	do	in	darkness,	Paul	is	now	bringing	to	the	light,	exposing	it	for	the	
injustice	that	it	is.	Upon	receiving	an	apology	from	the	authorities,	it	is	requested	that	they	
leave	the	city	and	they	do	so.	They	visit	with	Lydia	and	the	others	that	had	put	their	faith	in	
Christ,	encouraging	them	one	last	time	before	leaving.	This	group	of	believers	is	the	foundation	
of	the	church	at	Philippi,	about	which	Paul	will	later	state,	“And	I	am	sure	of	this,	that	he	who	
began	a	good	work	in	you	will	bring	it	to	completion	at	the	day	of	Jesus	Christ”	(Philippians	
1:6).		
	
	
The	Main	Point	

Paul’s	good	deed	of	delivering	a	slave	girl	from	the	bondage	of	an	evil	spirit	results	in	a	
malicious	backlash	complete	with	torture	and	false	imprisonment.	But	the	Lord	is	with	them,	
overseeing	and	orchestrating	the	situation	for	the	purposes	of	furthering	his	kingdom.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Genesis	3	
Psalm	24	
Matthew	8:28-34	
Luke	4:31-41	
Philippians	1	
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Week	12	
Acts	17:1-15	–	A	Mixed	Response	
By	Harvey	Edwards	III	
	
Introduction	

If	you	are	like	me,	it	can	be	uncomfortable	to	be	asked	the	question,	“How	many	times	
in	the	last	year	have	you	directly	shared	the	gospel	with	someone?”	We	have	the	best	news	
that	anyone	has	ever	heard,	yet	we	are	hesitant	to	make	it	known.	Why?	

In	the	passage	before	us,	Paul	and	his	companions	show	no	such	hesitancy.	And	like	so	
many	other	encounters	described	in	Acts,	their	results	are	mixed—some	hear	the	news	and	are	
overjoyed	to	know	that	they	are	especially	loved	by	the	God	of	the	universe;	others	hear	it	and	
react	with	malignant	and	energetic	resentment.	Resultant	hardships	should	come	as	no	surprise	
to	those	who	would	share	the	love	of	Christ	with	others.	
	
	
Read	Acts	17:1-15	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

Supplemental	Questions	
1. What	gives	us	boldness	to	share	the	gospel?		
2. How	successful	were	the	missionary	efforts	of	Paul	and	Silas	in	this	passage?	What	are	

the	best	criteria	for	evaluating	success	in	witnessing?	
3. What	word	best	describes	the	attitude	of	the	majority	of	the	Jews	in	Thessalonica?	Of	

the	Jews	in	Berea?	Do	you	have	any	thoughts	as	to	what	disposes	people	to	have	such	
different	reactions	to	the	gospel?	

4. In	your	time	and	place,	what	are	the	negative	consequences	that	you	are	likely	to	bear	
for	faithfully	sharing	Jesus?	

5. How	would	you	characterize	the	response	of	Paul	and	Silas	to	persecution?	How	can	we	
prepare	ourselves	mentally,	emotionally,	and	spiritually	for	the	experience	of	
persecution?	

	
	
Commentary	
17:1-4	–	Now	when	they	had	passed	through	Amphipolis	and	Apollonia,	they	came	to	
Thessalonica,	where	there	was	a	synagogue	of	the	Jews.	2	And	Paul	went	in,	as	was	his	custom,	
and	on	three	Sabbath	days	he	reasoned	with	them	from	the	Scriptures,	3	explaining	and	proving	
that	it	was	necessary	for	the	Christ	to	suffer	and	to	rise	from	the	dead,	and	saying,	“This	Jesus,	
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whom	I	proclaim	to	you,	is	the	Christ.”	4	And	some	of	them	were	persuaded	and	joined	Paul	and	
Silas,	as	did	a	great	many	of	the	devout	Greeks	and	not	a	few	of	the	leading	women.	
	

Paul	and	Silas	have	now	left	Philippi,	where	they	had	experienced	some	success	in	
evangelism,	establishing	what	was	to	be	an	exemplary,	generous,	active	church;	but	where	they	
had	also	been	beaten,	imprisoned,	and	strongly	“invited”	to	leave.	As	we	travel	through	Acts,	
this	Philippian	pattern	is	repeated	over	and	over:	Paul	and	his	companions	preach	the	gospel;	
they	have	partial	success;	they	are	persecuted	by	those	who	refuse	to	believe;	nevertheless,	
they	persist.	

On	their	way	out	of	Philippi	towards	Thessalonica,	they	first	pass	through	two	small	
cities,	Amphipolis	and	Apollonia,	with	no	recorded	effort	at	preaching	the	gospel.	It	is	
postulated	that	this	is	because	there	are	likely	few	Jews	and	no	synagogues	in	these	places,	and	
Paul’s	habit	is	to	always	to	share	the	gospel	with	his	own	countrymen	first.	So	upon	arriving	at	
the	larger	and	more	important	city	of	Thessalonica,	Paul	spends	the	next	three	weeks	in	the	
synagogue	doing	his	best	to	convince	his	fellow	Jews	that	Jesus	is	the	expected	Messiah.	Likely	
he	refers	to	many	of	these	points:	that	Jesus	was	born	at	Bethlehem;	that	he	was	of	the	tribe	of	
Judah;	that	he	was	descended	from	Jesse	and	the	royal	line	of	David;	that	he	came	at	the	time	
predicted	by	Daniel;	that	he	suffered,	as	prophesied	by	Isaiah	(an	idea	that	is	hard	for	a	people	
expecting	a	worldly,	triumphant,	conquering	savior);	that	he	performed	supernatural	miracles;	
and	that	he	was	witnessed	to	have	been	raised	from	the	dead.	This	preaching	yields	partial	
success—some	believe,	especially	from	among	the	Greek-speaking	Jews.	
	
17:5-9	–	5	But	the	Jews	were	jealous,	and	taking	some	wicked	men	of	the	rabble,	they	formed	a	
mob,	set	the	city	in	an	uproar,	and	attacked	the	house	of	Jason,	seeking	to	bring	them	out	to	the	
crowd.	6	And	when	they	could	not	find	them,	they	dragged	Jason	and	some	of	the	brothers	
before	the	city	authorities,	shouting,	“These	men	who	have	turned	the	world	upside	down	have	
come	here	also,	7	and	Jason	has	received	them,	and	they	are	all	acting	against	the	decrees	of	
Caesar,	saying	that	there	is	another	king,	Jesus.”	8	And	the	people	and	the	city	authorities	were	
disturbed	when	they	heard	these	things.	9	And	when	they	had	taken	money	as	security	from	
Jason	and	the	rest,	they	let	them	go.	

	
Here	in	Thessalonica,	the	familiar	Philippian	pattern	re-emerges.	Despite	some	success,	

the	radical	message	preached	by	Paul	does	not	sit	well	with	many	of	the	Jews,	and	those	
jealously	opposed	stir	up	an	unruly	mob.	Not	immediately	finding	Paul	and	Silas,	this	mob	hauls	
their	host,	Jason,	before	the	authorities,	and	makes	unwarranted	accusations	of	insurrection	
and	opposition	to	Caesar	in	an	attempt	to	recruit	the	governmental	powers	to	aid	in	their	
suppression	of	Paul’s	message.	The	city	authorities,	somewhat	beholden	to	Roman	legalities,	
arrest	Jason	and	his	companions.	They	then	take	bail	money	from	them,	essentially	making	
them	responsible	for	seeing	to	it	that	Paul	and	Silas	cause	no	further	trouble	and	possibly	
requiring	them	to	arrange	for	their	departure	from	the	city	if	they	want	to	recover	their	bail.	
	
17:10-15	–	10	The	brothers	immediately	sent	Paul	and	Silas	away	by	night	to	Berea,	and	when	
they	arrived	they	went	into	the	Jewish	synagogue.	11	Now	these	Jews	were	more	noble	than	
those	in	Thessalonica;	they	received	the	word	with	all	eagerness,	examining	the	Scriptures	daily	
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to	see	if	these	things	were	so.	12	Many	of	them	therefore	believed,	with	not	a	few	Greek	women	
of	high	standing	as	well	as	men.	13	But	when	the	Jews	from	Thessalonica	learned	that	the	word	
of	God	was	proclaimed	by	Paul	at	Berea	also,	they	came	there	too,	agitating	and	stirring	up	the	
crowds.	14	Then	the	brothers	immediately	sent	Paul	off	on	his	way	to	the	sea,	but	Silas	and	
Timothy	remained	there.	15	Those	who	conducted	Paul	brought	him	as	far	as	Athens,	and	after	
receiving	a	command	for	Silas	and	Timothy	to	come	to	him	as	soon	as	possible,	they	departed.	
	

So	Paul	and	Silas	head	west	out	of	Thessalonica,	further	into	Macedonia,	to	the	small	
village	of	Berea	about	50	miles	away.	Because	of	its	distance	from	the	Egnation	Way	(the	main	
trade	route	across	northern	Greece),	it	is	a	seemingly	insignificant	town.	Fortunately,	Paul	and	
Silas	don’t	think	so.	Once	again,	they	go	to	the	synagogue	and	preach,	and	here,	we	are	told	the	
Jews	of	Berea	are	“more	noble”	than	those	in	Thessalonica.	It	seems	that	Luke	means	by	this	
term	that	the	Bereans	are	open	to	truth	and	conscientiously	committed	to	judge	the	worth	of	
what	is	being	taught	by	how	well	it	accords	with	the	Scriptures.	And	though	no	strong	
opposition	arises	naturally	from	among	the	Bereans,	we	get	an	idea	of	how	strong	the	
resentment	from	the	Jews	in	Thessalonica	is	in	that	they	are	willing	to	travel	a	hard	and	dusty	
50	miles	to	continue	their	agitating	mode	of	opposition.	Fearful	for	Paul’s	safety,	the	Bereans	
quickly	put	him	on	a	boat	to	Athens.	Silas	and	Timothy	stay	behind,	presumably	encouraging	
the	new	converts,	with	plans	to	catch	up	to	Paul	later.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

We	desire	justice,	but	we	will	often	not	experience	it	as	followers	of	Jesus	on	this	side	of	
eternity.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Luke	22:66-23:25	
Acts	5;27-41	
Acts	7:54-60	
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Week	13	
Acts	17:16-34	–	Connecting	the	Gospel	to	the	Culture	
By	Harvey	Edwards	III	
	
Introduction	

Have	you	been	to	a	great	city	lately	either	in	the	United	States	or	elsewhere?	If	so,	there	
was	probably	something	in	that	city	that	you	admired.	A	guest	we	had	for	Thanksgiving	had	
emigrated	with	her	family	from	Peru	to	Boston,	because	her	father	knew	it	to	be	full	of	
excellent	universities	and	wanted	his	children	to	be	educated	there.	Many	of	you	have	probably	
visited	New	York	City	just	to	experience	its	hustle	and	bustle,	its	financial	importance,	its	
excellence	in	the	arts,	or	even	its	fine	restaurants.	A	family	we	know	moved	to	an	unchurched	
area	of	downtown	San	Francisco	to	plant	a	church	and	found	that	it	was	a	challenge	to	arrange	
voluntary	charitable	missions	that	even	matched,	much	less	exceeded,	those	that	were	already	
in	place	under	the	sponsorship	of	secular	organizations	that	were	motivated	only	by	civic	pride	
and	commitment.	It	can	be	confusing	and	disorienting,	as	a	Christian	with	good	news	to	share,	
to	encounter	people	who	largely	seem	to	have	it	all	together.	How	does	one	witness	to	those	
who	are	satisfied	that	they	are	the	advanced,	enlightened	ones?	
	
	
Read	Acts	17:16-34	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

Supplemental	Questions	
1. Why	is	Paul	so	unsettled	by	the	idol	worship	he	witnesses	in	Athens?	Would	you	be?		
2. Do	you	think	Paul	admires	the	civilization	of	the	Athenians?	What	are	the	pitfalls	a	

Christian	must	avoid	when	he	finds	himself	in	a	culture	or	group	that	seems	to	have	it	all	
figured	out?	

3. Do	you	think	Paul	is	intimidated	by	the	learning	of	the	philosophers	of	Athens?	How	
about	by	the	Aeropagus?	Are	you	willing	to	share	your	story	with	people	who	might	
have	had	more	schooling	than	you	or	who	have	read	more	than	you	have?	In	your	time	
and	place,	what	are	the	negative	consequences	that	you	are	likely	to	bear	for	faithfully	
sharing	Jesus?	

4. How	would	you	describe	the	reception	of	Paul’s	speech?	Is	his	witness	in	Athens	
successful?	

	
	
Commentary	
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17:16-21	–	16	Now	while	Paul	was	waiting	for	them	at	Athens,	his	spirit	was	provoked	within	him	
as	he	saw	that	the	city	was	full	of	idols.	17	So	he	reasoned	in	the	synagogue	with	the	Jews	and	
the	devout	persons,	and	in	the	marketplace	every	day	with	those	who	happened	to	be	there.	
18	Some	of	the	Epicurean	and	Stoic	philosophers	also	conversed	with	him.	And	some	said,	“What	
does	this	babbler	wish	to	say?”	Others	said,	“He	seems	to	be	a	preacher	of	foreign	divinities”—
because	he	was	preaching	Jesus	and	the	resurrection.	19	And	they	took	him	and	brought	him	to	
the	Areopagus,	saying,	“May	we	know	what	this	new	teaching	is	that	you	are	presenting?	20	For	
you	bring	some	strange	things	to	our	ears.	We	wish	to	know	therefore	what	these	things	mean.”	
21	Now	all	the	Athenians	and	the	foreigners	who	lived	there	would	spend	their	time	in	nothing	
except	telling	or	hearing	something	new.	
	

Paul	finds	himself	in	Athens,	having	been	whisked	away	from	Berea	by	brothers	who	
fear	for	his	safety.	He	is	apparently	the	principal	object	of	persecution,	since	Silas	and	Timothy	
remain	in	Berea,	and	he	sends	a	message	back	for	them	to	join	him	as	soon	as	possible	so	that	
they	can	resume	their	missionary	journey	together.	While	waiting	in	Athens,	not	a	place	he	has	
originally	intended	to	visit,	he	undoubtedly	has	reason	to	marvel	at	the	city.	It	is	considered	the	
most	celebrated	city	in	Greece	and	perhaps	in	the	world.	It	was	almost	1600	years	old	at	the	
time	of	Paul,	and	was	distinguished	for	its	arts,	statuary,	incredible	architecture,	civilization,	
civic	order,	politeness,	military	competence,	and	philosophy.	It	had	been	the	original	home	of	
Socrates	and	Plato	and	the	adoptive	home	of	Aristotle	and	Epicurus.	Who	could	fail	to	be	in	
awe	of	such	a	city?	Undoubtedly,	Paul	is.	But	Scripture	tells	us	that	his	chief	emotion	is	not	
admiration	but	provocation	of	his	spirit.	And	his	spirit	is	provoked	because	the	city	is	full	of	
idols.	In	fact,	Petronius,	a	Roman	author	who	lives	at	the	time	of	Paul,	writes	satirically	of	
Athens	that	“Our	region	is	so	full	of	deities	that	you	may	more	frequently	meet	with	a	god	than	
a	man.”	So	Paul	goes	to	work,	following	his	usual	pattern	of	preaching	first	in	the	synagogues	to	
the	Jews.	But	at	times	other	than	the	Jewish	Sabbath,	he	spends	his	days	in	the	marketplace,	
where	he	encounters	people	of	all	backgrounds,	including	Epicurean	and	Stoic	philosophers.			

Epicureans	were	materialists	who	did	not	believe	that	the	gods	were	interested	in	the	
trials	of	man.	They	believed	that	when	a	man	died,	he	went	back	into	atoms,	and	the	
Epicurean’s	ethical	approach	to	life	was	to	enjoy	it	and	avoid	pain	as	much	as	possible.	The	
Stoics	did	not	deny	that	there	was	a	God	or	gods,	but	believed	that	the	fortunes	of	both	men	
and	gods	were	determined	by	fate	alone.	Accordingly,	the	only	way	to	be	happy	was	to	
suppress	one’s	appetites	and	emotions	and	submit	to	the	inevitable,	becoming	insensible	to	the	
unavoidable	pain	that	life	brings.			

Upon	hearing	Paul	speak	of	Jesus	and	his	resurrection	from	the	dead,	some	of	these	
learned	philosophers	begin	to	refer	to	him	in	a	pejorative	way	as	a	babbler.	The	actual	Greek	
word	used	is	“sparrow,”	referring	to	a	bird	who	picks	up	seeds	or	scraps	from	the	field	or	
marketplace,	and	it’s	probable	that	they	are	referring	to	his	preaching	about	Jesus	in	an	
unflattering	way,	as	though	he	has	cobbled	together	a	mongrel	religion	from	scraps	of	this	and	
that.	But	because	it	is	new,	interesting,	and	possibly	illegal,	they	take	him	to	what	is	called	the	
Aeropagus,	where	they	hope	he	will	give	a	fuller	account	of	his	beliefs.	

The	Aeropagus	was	the	supreme	judicial	assembly	of	Athens	and	was	renowned	and	
respected	throughout	the	world.	Each	member	had	at	one	time	been	chief	governor	of	the	city.	
Though	some	of	the	power	of	the	Aeropagus	had	been	taken	away	by	Roman	rule,	it	still	had	
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judicial	power	over	matters	pertaining	to	murder,	morality,	and	religion,	and	the	judges	were	
known	to	frown	upon	any	perceived	blasphemies	against	the	Greek	gods	and	goddesses.	
Furthermore,	it	was	a	capital	offense	to	introduce	any	new	deity	into	the	state’s	religious	
system.	So	Paul	finds	himself	in	what	surely	is	an	intimidating	position,	surrounded	by	learned	
philosophers,	in	the	foremost	city	of	the	world,	before	a	council	with	power	to	censure	or	
punish	him	should	they	object	to	what	he	is	publicly	proclaiming.	
	
17:22-34	–	22	So	Paul,	standing	in	the	midst	of	the	Areopagus,	said:	“Men	of	Athens,	I	perceive	
that	in	every	way	you	are	very	religious.	23	For	as	I	passed	along	and	observed	the	objects	of	
your	worship,	I	found	also	an	altar	with	this	inscription:	‘To	the	unknown	god.’	What	therefore	
you	worship	as	unknown,	this	I	proclaim	to	you.	24	The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	
in	it,	being	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	does	not	live	in	temples	made	by	man,	25	nor	is	he	served	
by	human	hands,	as	though	he	needed	anything,	since	he	himself	gives	to	all	mankind	life	and	
breath	and	everything.	26	And	he	made	from	one	man	every	nation	of	mankind	to	live	on	all	the	
face	of	the	earth,	having	determined	allotted	periods	and	the	boundaries	of	their	dwelling	place,	
27	that	they	should	seek	God,	and	perhaps	feel	their	way	toward	him	and	find	him.	Yet	he	is	
actually	not	far	from	each	one	of	us,	28	for	
		
	 	 “	‘In	him	we	live	and	move	and	have	our	being’;		

as	even	some	of	your	own	poets	have	said,		
	 	 “	‘For	we	are	indeed	his	offspring.’		
	

29	Being	then	God’s	offspring,	we	ought	not	to	think	that	the	divine	being	is	like	gold	or	
silver	or	stone,	an	image	formed	by	the	art	and	imagination	of	man.	30	The	times	of	ignorance	
God	overlooked,	but	now	he	commands	all	people	everywhere	to	repent,	31	because	he	has	fixed	
a	day	on	which	he	will	judge	the	world	in	righteousness	by	a	man	whom	he	has	appointed;	and	
of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	from	the	dead.”		

32	Now	when	they	heard	of	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,	some	mocked.	But	others	said,	
“We	will	hear	you	again	about	this.”	33	So	Paul	went	out	from	their	midst.	34	But	some	men	
joined	him	and	believed,	among	whom	also	were	Dionysius	the	Areopagite	and	a	woman	named	
Damaris	and	others	with	them.	
	

Paul	begins	by	complimenting	the	Athenians	on	their	religiosity.	He	notes	that	they	even	
have	an	altar	to	“the	unknown	god,”	so	as	to	avoid	possibly	offending	some	lesser,	minor	god.	
He	then	identifies	this	unknown	god	(unknown	to	them)	as	the	Lord	God,	(known	very	well	by	
him).	He	identifies	him	as	creator	of	the	world;	Lord	over	earth	and	heaven;	not	in	need	of	
housing	in	any	temple	made	by	man;	not	in	need	of	anything	that	humans	might	provide;	the	
giver	of	life,	and	breath,	and	indeed	everything.	He	identifies	him	as	the	father	of	mankind,	the	
one	who	created	the	nations	and	laid	out	their	boundaries,	and	who	ordained	that	mankind	
should	seek	him	and	know	him.	He	quotes	two	poets	known	well	to	these	classicists,	who	spoke	
truth	in	saying	that	we	are	his	offspring	and	that	we	live	and	move	and	have	our	being	in	him.	

He	then	goes	on	in	a	very	logical	way	to	point	out	that	if	we	are	his	offspring,	then	God	
cannot	be	like	those	images	of	gold	or	silver	or	limestone	which	are	formed	by	man,	because	a	
parent	must	have	some	resemblance	to	his	offspring.	And	if	we	are	living	and	intelligent	beings,	
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which	his	hearers	obviously	believe	themselves	to	be,	then	God	must	be	even	more	alive	and	
intelligent.	So	what	about	all	these	idols—do	they	appear	alive	and	intelligent?	No!	Even	man	is	
obviously	more	alive	and	intelligent	than	the	idols	he	makes	with	his	hands,	so	there	is	no	way	
these	inanimate	creations	of	man	are	divine	and	worthy	of	worship!	Having	thus	logically	
demolished	the	whole	system	of	Greek	religion,	Paul	goes	on	to	warn	that	God’s	forbearance	of	
our	ignorance	and	sinfulness	is	coming	to	an	end,	and	that	God	has	fixed	a	day	when	he	will	
judge	the	world	through	Jesus,	whose	divinity	is	proven	by	his	resurrection	from	the	dead.			

At	this	point,	it	appears	that	Paul’s	sermon	is	interrupted	by	some	of	the	hearers	
mocking	his	report	of	Jesus	being	resurrected	from	the	dead.	And	thus	he	is	not	able	to	give	the	
full	account	of	the	passion,	crucifixion,	and	resurrection	of	Jesus.	But	a	seed	is	planted,	and	
though	many	do	not	believe,	and	many	others	put	off	consideration	of	the	truth	he	preaches,	
we	are	told	that	some	do	believe,	including	one	of	the	judges	of	the	Aeropagus,	Dionysius,	and	
a	woman	named	Damaris.	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

Our	Lord	is	the	Lord	of	all.	“Accidental”	opportunities	to	share	the	gospel	may	come	to	
us	by	way	of	the	Spirit’s	working.	When	this	happens,	we	should	do	so	with	cultural	sensitivity,	
with	boldness,	and	with	confident	reliance	upon	the	leadership	of	the	Spirit	to	direct	our	
witness.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Luke	12:11-12	
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Week	14	
Acts	18:1-23	–	Faithfulness	Amidst	Opposition	
By	Aaron	Barnes	
	
Introduction	

What	is	faithfulness?	That	is	a	question	I	have	heard	many	times	while	“in	the	ministry.”	
It	is	typically	phrased	something	like	this,	“What	should	I	do	if	my	boss	asks	me	to	______?	
What	happens	when	I	haven’t	gotten	the	response	from	God	in	the	time	frame	I	set?	Where	
should	I	move	after	college?	What	should	I	major	in?”	These	questions	used	to	seem	like	they	
are	totally	different	questions,	but	once	we	begin	to	investigate	the	motives	behind	the	
questions,	we	find	out	we	are	attempting	to	answer	the	same	faithfulness	question.	Merriam-
Webster	defines	faithful	as	“steadfast	in	affection	or	allegiance.”	That’s	a	great	definition!	
However,	I	would	like	to	offer	you	a	slight	perspective	shift	on	faithfulness	or	maybe	a	simpler	
definition.	When	I	am	asked	to	define	faithful	or	faithfulness,	I	simply	share	with	people	that	it	
is	obedience	in	the	ordinary.	Being	faithful	in	your	job,	in	your	degree	plan,	or	in	your	life	is	
being	obedient	to	God	every	day.	When	we	are	being	faithful	to	God	every	day,	then	we	will	be	
prepared	for	the	opportunities	that	God	brings	our	way.	We	will	all	encounter	difficult	times	in	
life	and	seemingly	insurmountable	odds,	but	God	always	gives	us	what	is	needed	to	continue	in	
faithfulness.		

Unfortunately,	no	one	drifts	toward	faithfulness.	No	one	drifts	toward	Christlikeness.	
When	we	read	Scripture	passages	about	Paul	with	his	tent-making	and	his	missionary	journeys,	
we	should	not	see	him	as	a	superhero.	Paul	is	simply	obedient	to	God	in	his	everyday	life.	He	is	
faithful	to	work.	He	is	faithful	to	witness.	What	we	don’t	read	about	in	Scripture	are	the	days	
when	Paul	may	have	had	a	bad	day.	What	we	don’t	read	about	are	the	times	that	Paul	possibly	
does	not	want	to	get	out	of	bed	and	share	his	faith.	What	we	do	read	about	are	those	times	
that	he	is	faithful.	As	Jesus	says,	“One	who	is	faithful	in	a	very	little	is	also	faithful	in	much”	
(Luke	16:10a).	

	
	
Read	Acts	18:1-23	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	he	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. What	does	obedience	look	like	in	your	life?	Share	that	with	the	group.	



	 70	

2. In	your	job/at	your	school/when	you	are	out	and	about	and	you	are	presented	with	
opportunities	with	people	you	would	not	normally	surround	yourself	with,	how	do	you	
respond?	Do	you	seek	out	opportunities	to	build	a	relationship	with	them	in	hopes	of	
sharing	the	gospel?	

3. How	can	you	leverage	your	occupation/your	major/your	role	in	your	family	or	circle	of	
influence	for	sharing	the	gospel?	

4. How	can	you	leverage	your	previous	experiences	or	the	place	you	are	from	in	order	to	
further	the	gospel?	

	
	
Commentary	
18:1-11	-		After	this	Paul	left	Athens	and	went	to	Corinth.	2	And	he	found	a	Jew	named	Aquila,	a	
native	of	Pontus,	recently	come	from	Italy	with	his	wife	Priscilla,	because	Claudius	had	
commanded	all	the	Jews	to	leave	Rome.	And	he	went	to	see	them,	3	and	because	he	was	of	the	
same	trade	he	stayed	with	them	and	worked,	for	they	were	tentmakers	by	trade.	4	And	he	
reasoned	in	the	synagogue	every	Sabbath,	and	tried	to	persuade	Jews	and	Greeks.		

5	When	Silas	and	Timothy	arrived	from	Macedonia,	Paul	was	occupied	with	the	word,	
testifying	to	the	Jews	that	the	Christ	was	Jesus.	6	And	when	they	opposed	and	reviled	him,	he	
shook	out	his	garments	and	said	to	them,	“Your	blood	be	on	your	own	heads!	I	am	innocent.	
From	now	on	I	will	go	to	the	Gentiles.”	7	And	he	left	there	and	went	to	the	house	of	a	man	
named	Titius	Justus,	a	worshiper	of	God.	His	house	was	next	door	to	the	synagogue.	8	Crispus,	
the	ruler	of	the	synagogue,	believed	in	the	Lord,	together	with	his	entire	household.	And	many	
of	the	Corinthians	hearing	Paul	believed	and	were	baptized.	9	And	the	Lord	said	to	Paul	one	
night	in	a	vision,	“Do	not	be	afraid,	but	go	on	speaking	and	do	not	be	silent,	10	for	I	am	with	you,	
and	no	one	will	attack	you	to	harm	you,	for	I	have	many	in	this	city	who	are	my	people.”	11	And	
he	stayed	a	year	and	six	months,	teaching	the	word	of	God	among	them.		

12	But	when	Gallio	was	proconsul	of	Achaia,	the	Jews	made	a	united	attack	on	Paul	and	
brought	him	before	the	tribunal,	13	saying,	“This	man	is	persuading	people	to	worship	God	
contrary	to	the	law.”	14	But	when	Paul	was	about	to	open	his	mouth,	Gallio	said	to	the	Jews,	“If	
it	were	a	matter	of	wrongdoing	or	vicious	crime,	O	Jews,	I	would	have	reason	to	accept	your	
complaint.	15	But	since	it	is	a	matter	of	questions	about	words	and	names	and	your	own	law,	see	
to	it	yourselves.	I	refuse	to	be	a	judge	of	these	things.”	16	And	he	drove	them	from	the	tribunal.	
17	And	they	all	seized	Sosthenes,	the	ruler	of	the	synagogue,	and	beat	him	in	front	of	the	
tribunal.	But	Gallio	paid	no	attention	to	any	of	this.	
	
	 When	Paul	arrives	in	Corinth,	he	hears	of	another	Jewish	family	living	in	that	city,	and	it	
just	so	happens	that	they	have	similar	skills	in	the	marketplace.	How	does	this	come	to	be?	How	
does	a	Christian	family,	not	from	Corinth,	end	up	in	Corinth?	Some	commentators	point	out	
that	shortly	before	Paul	arrives	in	Corinth	(a	period	of	a	few	years),	the	Roman	Emperor	
Claudius	had	expelled	from	Rome	all	those	that	follow	Christian	beliefs.	The	massive	exodus	
was	due	to	riots	over	the	preaching	of	“Christus,”	the	Latin	form	of	Christ.	So	Aquila	and	his	
wife	Priscilla	do	what	believers	did	in	that	time;	they	take	their	faith	on	the	road.	Being	
tentmakers,	it	is	important	for	them	to	follow	trade	routes.	In	doing	so,	they	end	up	in	Corinth.	
In	verse	4,	we	see	that	Paul	has	the	same	trade	as	Aquila	and	Priscilla.	The	New	American	
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Commentary	points	out	an	interesting	fact	about	rabbinical	teachers	and	other	religious	
leaders:	“The	later	rabbinic	writings	required	students	of	the	law	to	adopt	a	trade	in	order	to	
keep	the	mind	from	becoming	idle	and	so	as	to	never	depend	on	profit	from	the	teaching	of	the	
Torah.”	We	see	Paul	voice	this	attitude	of	self-funding	in	1	Corinthians	9:12	when	he	says	that	
he	would	forgo	any	financial	support	so	that	it	would	not	become	a	hindrance	to	the	
advancement	of	the	gospel	in	Corinth.	In	this	time	period,	street	preachers	would	prey	on	the	
masses	of	people	in	the	market	place	and	in	other	crowded	areas.	They	would	travel	from	town	
to	town	spreading	their	message	without	having	a	plan	for	meeting	their	daily	needs.	One	
commentator	writes	that	once	the	preaching	had	begun,	the	speakers	would	begin	to	“fleece	
out”	the	innocent	bystanders	little	by	little.	Perhaps	Paul	wishes	to	distance	himself	from	this	
type	of	ministry.	Maybe	that	is	why	he	does	not	take	money	from	the	Corinthian	church	in	
exchange	for	ministry.	

God	reassures	Paul	in	verses	9-11	that	he	will	not	be	harmed	in	Corinth.	God	reaffirms	
Paul’s	calling	to	Corinth	and	his	mission	in	Corinth.	In	our	day,	it	is	important	for	us	not	to	allow	
ourselves	to	become	so	introspectively	concerned	that	we	forget	about	all	of	the	ones	God	has	
chosen	to	hear	and	respond	to	his	message	of	salvation.	Right	after	God	reassures	Paul,	the	
Jews	launch	a	united	attack	on	him	and	those	under	his	teaching.	They	attempt	to	have	him	
lawfully	punished,	but	Roman	Proconsul	Gallio	will	not	hear	of	it.	Gallio	decides	that	this	is	an	
internal	affair	that	deals	with	Jewish	teachers	and	because	of	that,	the	Jewish	teachers	should	
handle	this	matter	as	they	see	fit.	Being	the	proconsul,	he	could	have	judged	the	case.	He	could	
have	imprisoned	Paul	for	attempting	to	proselytize	Roman	citizens.	However,	he	does	not.	He	
chooses	to	dismiss	the	case.	To	further	show	his	apathetic	attitude	toward	the	matter,	he	turns	
his	head	when	the	mob	begins	to	beat	Sosthenes.	Even	in	the	midst	of	oppression	and	other	
persecution,	we	must	not	get	sidetracked	from	the	mission	of	God.	It	is	his	mission.	It	is	his	
message.	By	his	power,	he	will	see	it	through	until	the	end.	
	
18:18-23	-		18	After	this,	Paul	stayed	many	days	longer	and	then	took	leave	of	the	brothers	and	
set	sail	for	Syria,	and	with	him	Priscilla	and	Aquila.	At	Cenchreae	he	had	cut	his	hair,	for	he	was	
under	a	vow.	19	And	they	came	to	Ephesus,	and	he	left	them	there,	but	he	himself	went	into	the	
synagogue	and	reasoned	with	the	Jews.	20	When	they	asked	him	to	stay	for	a	longer	period,	he	
declined.	21	But	on	taking	leave	of	them	he	said,	“I	will	return	to	you	if	God	wills,”	and	he	set	sail	
from	Ephesus.		

22	When	he	had	landed	at	Caesarea,	he	went	up	and	greeted	the	church,	and	then	went	
down	to	Antioch.	23	After	spending	some	time	there,	he	departed	and	went	from	one	place	to	
the	next	through	the	region	of	Galatia	and	Phrygia,	strengthening	all	the	disciples.	
	
	 Faithfulness	is	an	interesting	thing.	If	you	desire	to	be	more	faithful	in	one	or	more	areas	
of	your	life,	the	only	way	that	you	can	obtain	such	faith	is	to	have	your	faith	tested.	It’s	like	our	
muscular	system.	We	need	to	test	our	muscles	everyday	if	we	want	to	see	an	increase	in	our	
ability	to	exercise	the	strength	that	we	possess.	If	we	are	to	understand	this	practically,	I	would	
like	to	pose	another	perspective	on	our	definition	of	faithfulness.	Faithfulness	is	obedience	in	
the	ordinary	and	mundane.	Once	we	begin	to	understand	and	apply	this	principle,	we	will	see	
an	uptick	in	our	ability	to	be	faithful	in	the	extraordinary	opportunities	that	we	see	Luke	write	
about	in	dealing	with	Paul	and	his	missionary	journeys.	
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Verse	18	says	Paul	has	“cut	his	hair.”	Obviously,	we	all	need	to	get	our	hair	cut	from	
time	to	time.	However,	the	nature	and	place	in	time	that	Luke	records	this	leads	us	to	believe	
that	Paul	is	under	some	sort	of	Nazarite	vow.	Why	else	would	Luke	record	a	visit	to	the	local	
barbershop?	Some	commentators	link	this	to	Paul’s	Jewish-ness.	First	Corinthians	9:20-22	
refers	to	some	cultural	adherences	that	he	would	practice	in	an	effort	to	reach	more	with	the	
gospel	for	the	glory	of	God.	He	says,		

20	To	the	Jews	I	became	as	a	Jew,	in	order	to	win	Jews.	To	those	under	the	law	I	
became	as	one	under	the	law	(though	not	being	myself	under	the	law)	that	I	
might	win	those	under	the	law.	21	To	those	outside	the	law	I	became	as	one	
outside	the	law	(not	being	outside	the	law	of	God	but	under	the	law	of	Christ)	
that	I	might	win	those	outside	the	law.	22	To	the	weak	I	became	weak,	that	I	
might	win	the	weak.	I	have	become	all	things	to	all	people,	that	by	all	means	I	
might	save	some.”		

This	is	interesting	in	contrast	to	our	own	experience	when	we	receive	the	gospel.	Many	
Christians	today	attempt	to	flee	their	previous	experiences	and	life	circumstances	in	order	to	be	
more	“like	Christ.”	But	that	does	not	seem	to	be	Paul’s	sentiments	when	discussing	his	past.	
What	can	we	learn	from	this?	Could	it	be	that	God	ordained	some	things	to	take	place	in	your	
life	so	that	you	would	be	better	equipped	to	reach	those	in	your	circle	of	influence?	Could	it	be	
that	God	would	have	you	reach	the	context	he	saved	you	in	in	order	that,	for	his	glory,	those	
people	would	hear	the	gospel?	Maybe	instead	of	attempting	to	erase	every	last	memory	we	
have	of	our	“previous	lives,”	we	should	stop	to	contemplate	the	opportunities	that	God	has	
placed	before	us.	The	best	person	to	reach	those	like	you	is	you.	No	one	can	reach	your	friends	
and	family	better	than	you	can.	Be	obedient	in	the	ordinary	and	mundane.	Be	faithful.	Maybe	
that	has	been	God’s	plan	all	along.		
	
	
The	Main	Point	

There	will	be	opposition	to	the	gospel,	but	God	provides	what	we	need	to	continue	in	
faithfulness.	
	
	
Relevant	Scriptures	
Priscilla	&	Aquila	 	 Acts	18:18,	19,	26;	Romans	16:3;	2	Timothy	4:19	
“…many	in	this	city…”		 1	Kings	19:9-18	
Nazarite	Vow	 	 	 Numbers	6:1-21	
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Week	15	
Acts	18:24-19:20	–	Early	Church	Problems	
By	Aaron	Barnes	
	
Introduction	

I’ve	been	told	that	the	best	leaders	are	the	best	listeners.	It	sounds	easy	enough,	right?	I	
mean,	all	you	have	to	do	is	let	people	talk	and	you’re	golden!	Except,	that’s	not	actually	
listening,	is	it?	It	is	a	portion	of	listening.	If	we	are	truly	listening	to	the	people	around	us,	then	
we	will	hear	the	heartbeat	behind	the	words.	We	will	hear	the	emotion	that	is	communicated	
through	conversations.	Have	you	ever	been	in	that	situation	before?	You	were	leading	a	team,	
an	event,	or	a	project,	and	whether	you	asked	for	it	or	not,	someone	offered	their	opinion	in	an	
effort	to	help	you	lead	more	effectively?	How	did	you	respond?	What	was	your	first	thought?	If	
you	are	anything	like	me,	it	was	probably	something	like	what	I	said/thought,	“Who	are	you	to	
tell	me	how	to	lead?	I	was	chosen.	Not	you.	Me.”	That’s	a	terrible	attitude	to	have.	
Unfortunately,	there	are	times	that	we	may	think	we	have	all	the	details	or	we	understand	the	
best	way	to	achieve	a	certain	goal,	but	we	quickly	find	out	that	we	are	missing	the	mark.	We	
need	to	be	humble	enough	to	not	only	solicit,	but	welcome	feedback	from	others.	Whether	or	
not	what	they	have	to	say	is	the	greatest,	we	should	be	open	to	listening	to	them.	If	we	posture	
our	hearts	in	a	manner	to	receive	correction,	we	will	best	be	postured	to	receive	the	grace	that	
ultimately	comes	from	God.		

Apollos	is	that	type	of	leader.	He	knows	a	great	deal	about	Jesus,	but	is	missing	a	key	
piece.	Priscilla	and	Aquila	take	him	aside	to	help	him	in	understanding	the	whole	story.	We	
aren’t	told	how	the	encounter	goes,	but	what	we	do	see	is	that	Apollos	is	effective	in	ministry.	
Can	we	do	that?	Can	we	receive	correction	in	stride	and	continue	to	grow	in	leading	others?	

	
	
Read	Acts	18:24-19:20	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	he	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

Supplemental	Questions	
	

1. When	was	the	last	time	you	gave	correction	in	contrast	with	the	last	time	you	received	
correction?	What	was	that	experience	like?	

2. Are	we	bold	in	sharing	of	the	gospel?	Do	we	share	even	in	the	not-so-easy	times?	
3. Are	you	still	attempting	to	live	on	the	faith	that	your	parents	have	attempted	to	“hand	

down”	to	you?	
4. When	was	the	last	time	you	shared	the	gospel?	
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Commentary	
Acts	18:24-28	-		24	Now	a	Jew	named	Apollos,	a	native	of	Alexandria,	came	to	Ephesus.	He	was	
an	eloquent	man,	competent	in	the	Scriptures.	25	He	had	been	instructed	in	the	way	of	the	Lord.	
And	being	fervent	in	spirit,	he	spoke	and	taught	accurately	the	things	concerning	Jesus,	though	
he	knew	only	the	baptism	of	John.	26	He	began	to	speak	boldly	in	the	synagogue,	but	when	
Priscilla	and	Aquila	heard	him,	they	took	him	aside	and	explained	to	him	the	way	of	God	more	
accurately.	27	And	when	he	wished	to	cross	to	Achaia,	the	brothers	encouraged	him	and	wrote	to	
the	disciples	to	welcome	him.	When	he	arrived,	he	greatly	helped	those	who	through	grace	had	
believed,	28	for	he	powerfully	refuted	the	Jews	in	public,	showing	by	the	Scriptures	that	the	Christ	
was	Jesus.	
	
	 I	love	what	we	see	taking	place	here.	At	the	moment	that	Apollos	reaches	Ephesus,	
verse	24	says	that	he	is	“competent	in	the	scriptures,”	and	then	the	couple	we	know	as	Paul’s	
coworkers	(fellow	tent-makers),	Priscilla	and	Aquila,	hear	him	preaching	and	quickly	realize	that	
he	is	missing	a	crucial	piece	of	God’s	story	of	redemption.	He	only	knows	of	the	message	that	
John	the	Baptist	had	preached	to	him.	John’s	message	was	one	of	a	coming	Messiah.	He	
preached	the	kingdom	of	God	was	approaching	and	that	those	that	would	hear	this	message	
should	repent.	This	is	a	great	message,	but	if	we	leave	the	message	as	merely	a	half	story	
without	resolve,	then	we	are	left	with	a	message	of	condemnation.	When	Jesus	steps	onto	the	
scene,	he	begins	with	the	message	of	repentance,	but	finishes	that	message	by	saying	the	
kingdom	of	God	is	at	hand.	In	other	words,	what	has	been	preached	from	long	ago	and	also	by	
John	is	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	

Priscilla	and	Aquila	hear	Apollos	preaching	John’s	message	and	realize	that	he	needs	to	
hear	the	whole	message	that	is	fulfilled	in	Jesus.	Why	is	this	important	for	us	to	recognize?	
Because	once	again,	we	see	discipleship	is	being	carried	out	through	the	comings	and	goings	of	
people	in	their	everyday	lives.	This	should	resonate	with	us	because	we	are	all	commanded	by	
God	to	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations.	This	is	not	merely	reserved	for	the	vocationally	
employed	pastors.	It	is	a	gift	that	we	all	get	to	take	part	in.	We	all	get	to	share	in	this	privilege	
of	being	God’s	ambassadors	of	grace.	Priscilla	and	Aquila	take	seriously	their	call	to	make	
disciples.	The	fact	that	this	man,	Apollos,	is	eloquent,	already	competent	in	the	Scriptures,	and	
teaching	in	the	synagogues	does	not	cause	them	to	shy	away	from	discipling	him.	And	it	is	
worth	noting	that	it	appears	that	Apollos	is	humble	in	that	he	takes	their	instruction	and	
continues	in	ministry.	He	is	not	prideful	so	as	to	dismiss	the	words	of	the	common	man.	He	
understands	that	we	are	all	commanded	to	give	and	receive	instruction	from	the	Scriptures	to	
the	glory	of	God,	conforming	us	even	more	into	the	image	of	Jesus.	

It	may	be	semantics,	but	I	think	it	is	also	worth	noting	the	words	used	to	describe	
Apollos’	teaching	from	the	first	day	in	Ephesus	and	when	he	comes	to	Achaia	(Corinth).	The	
words	used	to	describe	his	teaching	in	Ephesus	are	“spoke	and	taught	accurately,”	and	he	
speaks	“boldly”	in	the	synagogues.	The	words	used	to	describe	his	teaching	in	Achaia	(Corinth)	
are	he	“greatly	helped”	and	he	“powerfully	refuted	the	Jews”	in	public	dialogue.	There	is	a	
sense	of	Apollos	sharing	information	based	on	an	understanding	of	this	hopeful	waiting	for	the	
Messiah	to	arrive	and	deliver	from	bondage,	but	later,	the	message	moves	into	more	of	a	
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personal	experience	with	the	risen	Savior	who	has	come	to	bring	hope	and	peace.	Has	our	story	
changed?	How	about	the	way	we	retell	the	story?	Does	it	end	with	hope	and	grace,	with	
resolve	and	redemption?	Or	does	it	end	with	suspense	and	a	lack	of	surety	of	what	might	take	
place?	
	
19:1-10	-	And	it	happened	that	while	Apollos	was	at	Corinth,	Paul	passed	through	the	inland	
country	and	came	to	Ephesus.	There	he	found	some	disciples.	2	And	he	said	to	them,	“Did	you	
receive	the	Holy	Spirit	when	you	believed?”	And	they	said,	“No,	we	have	not	even	heard	that	
there	is	a	Holy	Spirit.”	3	And	he	said,	“Into	what	then	were	you	baptized?”	They	said,	“Into	John’s	
baptism.”	4	And	Paul	said,	“John	baptized	with	the	baptism	of	repentance,	telling	the	people	to	
believe	in	the	one	who	was	to	come	after	him,	that	is,	Jesus.”	5	On	hearing	this,	they	were	
baptized	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus.	6	And	when	Paul	had	laid	his	hands	on	them,	the	Holy	
Spirit	came	on	them,	and	they	began	speaking	in	tongues	and	prophesying.	7	There	were	about	
twelve	men	in	all.		

8	And	he	entered	the	synagogue	and	for	three	months	spoke	boldly,	reasoning	and	
persuading	them	about	the	kingdom	of	God.	9	But	when	some	became	stubborn	and	continued	
in	unbelief,	speaking	evil	of	the	Way	before	the	congregation,	he	withdrew	from	them	and	took	
the	disciples	with	him,	reasoning	daily	in	the	hall	of	Tyrannus.	10	This	continued	for	two	years,	so	
that	all	the	residents	of	Asia	heard	the	word	of	the	Lord,	both	Jews	and	Greeks.	
	
	 When	Paul	arrives	in	Ephesus,	he	encounters	a	group	of	“about	twelve”	disciples.	The	
only	problem	with	these	disciples	is	where	their	hope	is	placed—in	the	baptism	of	John	the	
Baptist.	This	is	a	big	problem!	They	know	that	a	messiah	will	come	one	day,	but	they	are	not	
made	aware	of	the	fact	that	Jesus	has	already	come.	The	Messiah	has	come	and	fulfilled	what	
John	had	preached.	Because	of	Apollos’	previous	message	in	verse	25,	these	could	be	disciples	
that	come	from	that	ministry.	When	discussing	these	specific	disciples	and	their	misplaced	
hope,	I	wonder	if	we	sometimes	misplace	our	hope?	Could	it	be	that	a	portion	of	the	people	we	
worship	with	each	week	could	be	like	these	Ephesian	disciples?	They	come	to	weekly	
gatherings;	they	attend	community	group;	and	they	know	who	Jesus	is;	but	they	have	yet	to	
make	the	transfer	of	head-knowledge	information	to	life-changing	gospel	transformation.	For	
believers	that	follow	Jesus,	we	believe	and	live	our	lives	in	a	way	that	reflects	gospel	
transformation.	We	need	to	be	vigilant	and	diligent	in	our	pursuit	of	gospel	transformation	
within	our	faith	family	and	those	who	have	yet	to	believe.	
	 Some	commentators	say	the	reason	for	Paul’s	fruitful	ministry	in	Ephesus	and	his	length	
of	stay	is	due	partly	to	the	method	of	his	ministry.	For	three	months,	Paul	discusses	the	
kingdom	of	God	in	the	synagogues.	This	message	is	similar	to	the	ones	he	preached	in	other	
cities	and	towns,	but	is	different	in	that	the	Jewish	leaders	are	not	as	ready	to	make	an	example	
of	him.	The	persecution	does	not	come	until	some	of	them	begin	to	consider	his	words	(three	
months	later)	and	put	their	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	This	persecution	causes	his	synagogue	ministry	
to	cease.	Paul	is	in	need	of	another	location	for	public	ministry.	He	moves	his	gospel	
proclamation	to	“the	hall	of	Tyrannus.”	We	don’t	know	what	kind	of	gathering	space	this	is.	But	
we	know	it	is	fruitful	due	to	the	fact	that	his	ministry	there	continues	for	at	least	two	years	–	
fruitful,	meaning	that	what	we	know	as	Asia	Minor	today	becomes	aware	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus.	
If	what	we	know	about	the	means	of	spreading	the	gospel	is	true,	that	means	ordinary	people	
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(tent-makers,	fishermen,	moms	and	dads,	etc.)	take	the	gospel	with	them	to	Asia	Minor.	These	
ordinary	people	act	as	missionaries	and	church	planters	simply	because	they	are	willing	to	take	
the	gospel	with	them	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations.	
	
19:11-20	-		11	And	God	was	doing	extraordinary	miracles	by	the	hands	of	Paul,	12	so	that	even	
handkerchiefs	or	aprons	that	had	touched	his	skin	were	carried	away	to	the	sick,	and	their	
diseases	left	them	and	the	evil	spirits	came	out	of	them.	13	Then	some	of	the	itinerant	Jewish	
exorcists	undertook	to	invoke	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus	over	those	who	had	evil	spirits,	saying,	
“I	adjure	you	by	the	Jesus	whom	Paul	proclaims.”	14	Seven	sons	of	a	Jewish	high	priest	named	
Sceva	were	doing	this.	15	But	the	evil	spirit	answered	them,	“Jesus	I	know,	and	Paul	I	recognize,	
but	who	are	you?”	16	And	the	man	in	whom	was	the	evil	spirit	leaped	on	them,	mastered	all	of	
them	and	overpowered	them,	so	that	they	fled	out	of	that	house	naked	and	wounded.	17	And	
this	became	known	to	all	the	residents	of	Ephesus,	both	Jews	and	Greeks.	And	fear	fell	upon	
them	all,	and	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus	was	extolled.	18	Also	many	of	those	who	were	now	
believers	came,	confessing	and	divulging	their	practices.	19	And	a	number	of	those	who	had	
practiced	magic	arts	brought	their	books	together	and	burned	them	in	the	sight	of	all.	And	they	
counted	the	value	of	them	and	found	it	came	to	fifty	thousand	pieces	of	silver.	20	So	the	word	of	
the	Lord	continued	to	increase	and	prevail	mightily.	
	
	 Can	you	imagine?	Here	you	are	walking	down	the	road	and	you	have	a	terrible	back	
ache	when	all	of	a	sudden	a	crowd	of	people	walk	by	and	someone	smacks	you	with	what	
appears	to	be	a	handkerchief.	Then	for	whatever	reason,	you	begin	to	stand	a	little	taller	and	
walk	with	a	bit	more	swagger.	I	know,	right?!	This	sounds	crazy	to	us,	but	that’s	exactly	what	
takes	place	in	Ephesus.	God	is	doing	things	that	no	one	could	have	ever	imagined.	The	best	part	
about	all	of	this	is	that	God	is	still	doing	things	that	we	could	never	imagine.	We	are	just	not	
poised	to	recognize	his	hand	in	motion.	We	explain	it	away	as	coincidental	happenstance	or	
simple	luck.	Do	not	be	fooled.	God	heals.	God	restores.	Do	we	want	to	see	him	do	those	things	
in	our	lives?	
	 The	healings	and	miracles	that	are	taking	place	begin	to	get	around.	People	begin	to	
envy	the	power	Paul	has.	More	specifically,	we	are	introduced	to	seven	men	that	allow	their	
envy	to	turn	into	a	covetous	heart.	And	what	do	they	do?	They	attempt	to	call	upon	the	“Jesus	
whom	Paul	proclaims.”	Let’s	pause	a	minute	and	think	upon	what	is	taking	place.	There	are	
some	Jewish	men,	the	Seven	Men	of	Sceva,	that	are	jealous	of	this	new	guy,	Paul,	and	his	
acclaim.	So	instead	of	going	to	Paul	to	find	out	what	makes	these	miracles	possible,	they	
attempt	to	use	what	they	hear	Paul	teach.	They	attempt	to	use	something	for	their	own	gain.	
They	are	attempting	to	use	something,	or	someone,	that	they	have	no	relationship	with	in	
order	to	gain	acclaim.	They	want	to	be	famous.	They	want	others	to	see	them	as	important.	Do	
we	do	this?	Do	we	attempt	to	use	people	in	order	to	gain	notoriety?	Do	we	attempt	to	claim	
things	that	we	know	nothing	of?	I	am	afraid	that	many	of	us,	if	we	are	honest,	do	this	regularly.	
Group	projects	in	school,	or	at	work,	lead	us	to	“forget”	what	others	have	done,	and	we	simply	
“forget”	to	mention	them	when	it	comes	to	the	grade	or	promotion.	Here	is	one	more	way	to	
think	of	this	situation.	Has	there	been	a	time	in	your	life	that	you	have	attempted	to	assume	a	
relationship	with	God	that	you	did	not	have?	At	times,	we	call	this	“playing	church.”	The	seven	
men	of	Sceva	are	certainly	attempting	to	assume	a	power	that	is	not	theirs	to	assume	nor	is	the	
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relationship	there	that	would	have	given	them	the	privilege	of	calling	upon	Jesus.	They	realize	
this	once	the	evil	spirit	responds	to	their	declaration	with,	“Jesus	I	know,	and	Paul	I	recognize,	
but	who	are	you?”	Could	it	be	that	we	do	not	see	God	moving	in	our	families	or	in	our	own	lives	
because	we	are	still	holding	to	a	faith	that	is	not	our	own?	We	are	still	hanging	on	to	that	
sermon	that	pastor	preached,	that	story	that	dad	told	when	God	showed	up,	or	the	latest	piece	
of	work	from	the	next	best-selling	author.	If	we	are	going	to	push	back	the	darkness	in	this	
world	with	the	light	and	hope	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus,	we	must	submit	ourselves	to	the	one	that	
the	gospel	speaks	of.	For	us	to	truly	grasp	the	hope	for	life	that	is	available	to	us	right	now,	we	
cannot	continue	to	look	back	or	hold	on	to	what	we	have	heard	about	God.	We	need	to	step	
into	the	reality	of	a	relationship	with	God	through	Jesus.	
	 We	see	two	principles	played	out	in	this	text;	Christianity	is	not	magic,	and	at	the	name	
of	Jesus,	every	tongue	will	confess	him	as	Lord.	In	the	days	when	this	event	took	place,	many	
“magicians”	or	exorcists	were	present	in	cities	and	towns.	Many	times,	instead	of	looking	for	
opportunities	to	glorify	God,	they	used	their	platform	to	glorify	themselves.	One	commentator	
says	many	incantations	have	been	found	written	on	papyrus	that	began	with	names	of	Hebrew	
patriarchs	and	even	the	name	of	Jesus.	So	when	these	seven	men	hear	the	“incantations”	that	
Paul	uses	for	healings,	they	attempt	to	use	the	same	for	their	own	personal	gain.		

In	Philippians	2:9-11,	Paul	says	that	Jesus’	name	renders	only	one	response:	worship.	He	
says,	“9Therefore	God	has	highly	exalted	him	and	bestowed	on	him	the	name	that	is	above	every	
name,	10so	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	should	bow,	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	
the	earth,	11and	every	tongue	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.”	
When	the	evil	spirit	hears	the	name	of	Jesus,	he	affirms	that	he	KNOWS	that	name.	Each	time	
that	Jesus	calls	out	an	evil	spirit,	the	only	thing	that	spirit	can	do	is	relent	and	submit	to	God’s	
will	because	God	has	given	all	authority	to	Jesus,	and	in	his	name,	one	day	everyone	(human	
and	spirit)	will	confess	him	as	Lord.	At	the	end	of	this	text,	we	see	an	enormous	amount	of	
money	that	had	been	invested	in	the	evil	works	burned.	Verses	17-19	tell	us	that	once	word	got	
out	about	the	Sceva	situation,	many	that	have	previously	believed	and	practiced	the	dark	arts	
come	and	confess	their	practices.	They	not	only	turn	from	that	life,	but	also	everything	that	
could	possibly	lead	them	back	into	that	lifestyle.	Verse	19	shows	us	that	they	are	willing	to	do	
what	is	necessary	in	order	that	they	will	stand	by	their	confession.	They	burn	50,000	pieces	of	
silver	worth	of	their	magic	arts	books.	God	does	a	mighty	thing	in	Ephesus!	Not	only	does	he	
turn	hearts	and	heads	to	himself	by	the	preaching	and	teaching	of	Apollos	and	Paul,	but	he	also	
uses	ordinary	people	like	Priscilla	and	Aquila	to	further	the	gospel	in	a	dark	place.		

The	early	church	is	not	immune	to	these	problems	and	growing	pains.	We	should	not	
think	we	are	immune	to	such	things.	In	times,	when	it	seems	like	things	are	the	darkest,	God’s	
light	still	shines.	The	question	is	not	whether	or	not	God	will	show	up,	the	question	is	whether	
or	not	we,	as	his	ambassadors,	will	show	up.	Will	we	be	there	to	declare	the	glory	of	Jesus?	Will	
we	be	there	to	share	the	gospel	with	those	who	have	never	heard?	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

Although	the	Holy	Spirit	is	at	work	in	mighty	ways,	the	early	church	is	not	immune	to	
problems	and	growing	pains.	Some	teachings	are	inaccurate,	the	gospel	is	rejected	at	times,	
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and	some	people	are	looking	to	get	ahead	by	invoking	the	power	of	Jesus	without	following	
him.	
	
	
Relevant	Scriptures	
John	the	Baptist’s	baptism	 	 Mark	1:4	&	Luke	3:3	
Tongues	and	prophesying	 	 Acts	2:4,	11;	8:14-17;	10:44-46	
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Week	16	
Acts	19:21-41	–	The	Way	or	the	Way	of	the	World	
By	Harvey	Edwards	IV	
	
Introduction	
	 We	live	in	a	world	that	is	constantly	telling	us	that	things	are	about	us.	Entertainment	is	
at	our	fingertips	all	of	the	time.	We	are	constantly	being	bombarded	with	commercials	that	
promise	a	life	that	is	more	exciting,	more	fulfilling,	more	comfortable,	more	secure,	etc.	if	we	
only	use	their	product.	We	watch	movies	that	tell	us	following	our	hearts	is	the	way	to	
happiness.	When	we	consider	the	messages	this	world	is	steeped	in,	it	is	no	wonder	that	the	
gospel	brings	us	into	conflict	with	the	world.	Despite	the	incredible	news	that	Jesus	makes	a	
way	for	us	to	be	free	from	shame	and	guilt,	to	be	accepted	and	loved,	and	to	be	given	eternal	
life	in	God’s	new	creation,	the	gospel	is	rejected	by	many	because	it	says	we	must	turn	over	
control	of	our	lives.	We	must	die	to	ourselves.	And	rulers,	even	those	who	rule	only	over	their	
own	lives,	do	not	step	off	the	throne	easily.		
	
	
Read	Acts	19:21-41	together	
	
Weekly	Questions	

1. What	does	this	passage	say	about	God,	who	He	is,	and	what	He	does?	(Father,	Son,	and	
Spirit)	

2. What	does	this	passage	teach	me	about	me?	
3. What	comfort/promise/challenge	can	I	take	away	from	this	passage?	
4. How	will	I	respond	or	live	differently	because	of	what	I’ve	read?	

	
Supplemental	Questions	

1. What	are	some	of	the	ways	Christianity	is	at	odds	with	our	current	culture	at	large?	
What	about	ways	that	it	is	at	odds	with	what	you	desire	at	times?	

2. What	are	ways	that	following	Jesus	might	bring	you	some	type	of	loss	or	persecution?	
3. What	are	things	that	help	you	refocus	on	our	hope	in	Jesus?	

	
	
Commentary	
19:21-27	–	21	Now	after	these	events	Paul	resolved	in	the	Spirit	to	pass	through	Macedonia	and	
Achaia	and	go	to	Jerusalem,	saying,	“After	I	have	been	there,	I	must	also	see	Rome.”	22	And	
having	sent	into	Macedonia	two	of	his	helpers,	Timothy	and	Erastus,	he	himself	stayed	in	Asia	
for	a	while.		

23	About	that	time	there	arose	no	little	disturbance	concerning	the	Way.	24	For	a	man	
named	Demetrius,	a	silversmith,	who	made	silver	shrines	of	Artemis,	brought	no	little	business	
to	the	craftsmen.	25	These	he	gathered	together,	with	the	workmen	in	similar	trades,	and	said,	
“Men,	you	know	that	from	this	business	we	have	our	wealth.	26	And	you	see	and	hear	that	not	
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only	in	Ephesus	but	in	almost	all	of	Asia	this	Paul	has	persuaded	and	turned	away	a	great	many	
people,	saying	that	gods	made	with	hands	are	not	gods.	27	And	there	is	danger	not	only	that	this	
trade	of	ours	may	come	into	disrepute	but	also	that	the	temple	of	the	great	goddess	Artemis	
may	be	counted	as	nothing,	and	that	she	may	even	be	deposed	from	her	magnificence,	she	
whom	all	Asia	and	the	world	worship.”	

	
Although	there	were	other	shrines	throughout	the	Roman	Empire,	Ephesus	was	the	

center	of	worship	for	Artemis.	People	traveled	from	all	over	to	visit	and	worship	at	the	temple	
of	Artemis.	In	many	ways,	it	was	the	hub	of	Ephesian	economic	life.	In	fact,	the	temple	was	so	
wealthy	that	it	became	the	main	financial	institution	in	Asia	at	the	time.	As	Paul	and	his	
compatriots	share	the	gospel	and	people	turn	to	the	Way	(they	become	followers	of	Jesus),	the	
income	from	worshippers	of	Artemis	disappears.	According	to	Demetrius,	Paul’s	message	is	
simple.	He	is	saying	“that	gods	made	with	hands	are	not	gods”	(Acts	19:26).	When	people	
understand	this,	the	demand	for	religious	trinkets	made	by	the	silversmiths	dries	up.	Thus,	Luke	
makes	it	clear	that	the	protest,	though	thinly	veiled	with	religion,	is	motivated	by	finances.		
	
19:28-34	-	28	When	they	heard	this	they	were	enraged	and	were	crying	out,	“Great	is	Artemis	of	
the	Ephesians!”	29	So	the	city	was	filled	with	the	confusion,	and	they	rushed	together	into	the	
theater,	dragging	with	them	Gaius	and	Aristarchus,	Macedonians	who	were	Paul’s	companions	
in	travel.	30	But	when	Paul	wished	to	go	in	among	the	crowd,	the	disciples	would	not	let	him.	
31	And	even	some	of	the	Asiarchs,	who	were	friends	of	his,	sent	to	him	and	were	urging	him	not	
to	venture	into	the	theater.	32	Now	some	cried	out	one	thing,	some	another,	for	the	assembly	
was	in	confusion,	and	most	of	them	did	not	know	why	they	had	come	together.	33	Some	of	the	
crowd	prompted	Alexander,	whom	the	Jews	had	put	forward.	And	Alexander,	motioning	with	his	
hand,	wanted	to	make	a	defense	to	the	crowd.	34	But	when	they	recognized	that	he	was	a	Jew,	
for	about	two	hours	they	all	cried	out	with	one	voice,	“Great	is	Artemis	of	the	Ephesians!”	

	
With	their	pride	and	livelihoods	threatened,	the	crowd	becomes	enraged.	This	is	

humanity’s	natural	tendency,	not	just	the	response	of	the	people	of	Ephesus.	Whenever	our	
comforts	are	threatened,	we	will	be	tempted	to	respond	negatively.	This	is	true	of	believers	as	
well.	We	must	be	sure	to	evaluate	our	motivations	when	our	worlds	are	upset.	We	need	to	ask	
ourselves	a	few	questions:	What	is	motivating	us?	Why	am	I	reacting	so	strongly?	What	does	
the	gospel	teach	me	about	what	I	am	feeling?	There	will	be	times	that	we	experience	
persecution	for	aligning	ourselves	with	Jesus.	This	is	exactly	what	is	happening	to	Paul	and	his	
compatriots.	But	there	will	also	be	times	when	things	have	just	not	worked	out	the	way	we	
want	them	to.	When	we	recognize	this	in	our	lives,	we	need	to	ask	the	Spirit	to	change	our	
hearts	to	value	what	he	values.	

	
19:35-41	-	35	And	when	the	town	clerk	had	quieted	the	crowd,	he	said,	“Men	of	Ephesus,	who	is	
there	who	does	not	know	that	the	city	of	the	Ephesians	is	temple	keeper	of	the	great	Artemis,	
and	of	the	sacred	stone	that	fell	from	the	sky?	36	Seeing	then	that	these	things	cannot	be	denied,	
you	ought	to	be	quiet	and	do	nothing	rash.	37	For	you	have	brought	these	men	here	who	are	
neither	sacrilegious	nor	blasphemers	of	our	goddess.	38	If	therefore	Demetrius	and	the	craftsmen	
with	him	have	a	complaint	against	anyone,	the	courts	are	open,	and	there	are	proconsuls.	Let	
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them	bring	charges	against	one	another.	39	But	if	you	seek	anything	further,	it	shall	be	settled	in	
the	regular	assembly.	40	For	we	really	are	in	danger	of	being	charged	with	rioting	today,	since	
there	is	no	cause	that	we	can	give	to	justify	this	commotion.”	41	And	when	he	had	said	these	
things,	he	dismissed	the	assembly.	
	
	 Although	God	does	not	promise	to	protect	believers	from	temporary	harm	or	even	
persecution,	he	does	promise	that	those	who	know	Jesus	are	secure	in	the	eternal	sense.	This	
promise	brings	us	hope	and	strength	in	the	midst	of	persecution.	In	addition,	we	know	that	God	
is	able	to	deliver	his	people	from	temporary	danger	in	whatever	way	he	chooses.	This	is	evident	
in	this	passage.	Clearly,	the	town	clerk	does	not	understand	what	Paul	is	preaching,	but	his	
actions	result	in	the	quieting	of	the	crowd.	He	reminds	them	that	they	could	be	accused	by	
Rome	of	rioting,	resulting	in	disciplinary	actions.	Instead,	if	they	have	a	complaint,	they	should	
proceed	through	the	proper	channels	of	the	court.	God	still	has	work	for	Paul	to	do	before	he	
goes	to	be	with	the	Lord.	We	must	develop	this	kind	of	eternal	mindset.	If	we	are	focused	on	
our	temporary	situation,	we	will	be	upset	when	things	do	not	go	as	we	planned,	particularly	
when	our	security,	which	is	so	often	connected	with	our	finances,	is	threatened.	If	our	hope	is	
not	firmly	planted	in	Jesus,	we	will	respond	like	the	Ephesians.	But	if	we	are	trusting	in	Jesus	by	
the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	will	have	hope	even	when	the	world	rejects	us.	We	should	not	
be	surprised	when	this	persecution	comes,	for	as	we	see	throughout	Acts,	those	who	share	the	
gospel	will	suffer	for	Christ.	Turning	to	Jesus	means	getting	off	the	throne	of	our	lives	and	
turning	it	over	to	him.	This	is	a	message	people	reject	because	it	costs	them	something.	The	
Ephesians	exemplify	this	here.		
	
	
	
The	Main	Point	

Following	Jesus	will	bring	us	into	conflict	with	the	world,	as	what	Jesus	is	calling	us	to	is	
in	conflict	with	our	natural	selfish	desires.	
	
	
A	Few	Relevant	Scriptures	
Matthew	6:19-24	
Matthew	10:16-22	
Mark	8:34-35	
Galatians	5:16-24	
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