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The Story of Scripture 
Creation 

In Genesis, God shows himself to be the Creator. He has always existed, and as we study 

Scripture, we will find he has always existed as the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—one 

God in three persons. Everything else was created by him from nothing, a fact that shows us he is 

wholly different from us. As we are introduced to his creation in Genesis 1, we see that 

everything he has made is good, and we feel a tension because we recognize that the world as we 

know it misses the mark. It is not good that people get old, that loved ones get sick and die, that 

the world is filled with violence and corruption.  

This tension in the story is intentional. Things are not how God created them or wanted 

them to be. He created a good world, and at its heart is a garden called Eden that represents the 

best of it. Here he places a man and woman (Adam and Eve), both created in the image of God, 

to rule over creation and to fill the earth with the glory of God. This is a world with no sin, no 

sickness, no violence and no death. They have everything that they need. They have fellowship 

with God, they have a purpose, and they have the use of all of creation. God gives them life 

freely with only one condition: they can eat of the fruit of every tree in the garden except the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil. If they eat from it, they will die. 

 

The Fall 

In the next scene, a serpent enters the garden. This creature suggests that God does not 

have humanity’s best interest in mind, that maybe they know more about what they want than 

God does. He suggests that God denies them the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil because he does not want them to be like him. And instead of trusting in the goodness of 

God as displayed throughout his creation and provision for them, they disobey God. This is 

known as the Fall. At this point, sin and its consequences enter into the world, and it is corrupted. 

From here, the Bible shows how the choice of Adam and Eve to disobey God leads to increasing 

destruction and death. It corrupts everything it touches, and humanity can do nothing to rid itself 

of the problem. Evil is in our world because we invited it in, and there is nothing we can do to 

shut it out again. This is the tension we are meant to feel as we read Scripture: one that echoes 

our experience in what is often a cruel world. 

But God is gracious. Instead of letting death be the last word, he makes a promise in 

Genesis 3:15 even as he doles out the consequences of disobedience. When talking to the 

serpent, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promises that 

there will one day be an offspring (or seed or child) of the woman that will defeat the serpent. He 

will be hurt by the serpent, but in so doing, he will crush its head. This promise will become 

clearer as the story unfolds. 

 

The Good Seed and Righteousness by Faith 

After this, we see the effects of sin driving the world into chaos. Just as God promised, 

sin has led to death. People are choosing immorality, violence, abuse, destruction, and death. A 

few faithful hold to the promise of a seed of the woman: a serpent slayer who will set things 

right, but even these show themselves to be thoroughly infected by sin. The story of Noah 

illustrates this. Things have gone horribly wrong up to this point: “The Lord saw that the 



 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). But Genesis 5:28–29 says, “When Lamech had lived 

182 years, he fathered a son and called his name Noah, saying, ‘Out of the ground that the Lord 

has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.’” 

Lamech, Noah’s father, understands the promise of Genesis 3:15 that God will send a serpent 

slayer to set things right. He hopes that his son is this man. And as Noah grows, it looks like he 

might be; God recognizes that he is the one righteous man on earth.  

Because the world is so evil, God floods the earth, saving only Noah and his family. This 

story teaches us something about the heart of man. Although God has brought judgment upon the 

earth and is restarting with one righteous man and his family, sin has so permeated the human 

heart that even Noah, a righteous man who has just been spared judgment, shows his brokenness. 

The next time we hear about Noah, he is drunk and naked, shaming himself before his children. 

Even the most righteous man on earth falls far short of God’s standard for humanity. Noah 

looked like he may be the promised seed of the woman to slay the serpent, but he is as broken as 

all the rest. Though his faith is to be emulated, he cannot save even himself, much less the world. 

And by Genesis 11, we see the world openly rebelling against the rule of God again. This shows 

there is a heart problem with humanity. We choose to cut ourselves off from God, the source of 

life, and in doing so, we choose destruction. That is the clear trajectory for humanity established 

in Genesis. 

But just as things are looking hopeless, God steps in and chooses a man who will later be 

renamed Abraham to receive a great promise. In Genesis 12:1–2, God says to Abraham, “Go 

from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Of particular importance here is the idea 

that all the families of the earth will be blessed through Abraham (more on that in a minute). Of 

immediate concern to Abraham is how God can make him a great nation even though he has no 

children and has a barren wife. But in Genesis 15, God reaffirms his promise, and Abraham 

believes God and in so doing clues us into how a sinful and broken people might be able to be 

made right with our creator. Genesis 15:6 says, “And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness.” Abraham believes that God will come through on his promise, and God 

counts Abraham’s faith as righteousness. This clues us into why people like Noah are considered 

righteous even though we see that man’s heart is broken. They believe the promise of the seed of 

the woman who will slay the serpent. And God is narrowing his promise when he covenants with 

Abraham to bless the nations through his offspring or seed. The serpent slayer will be a child of 

Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations.  

The OT’s definition of righteousness can be surprising to many. Many see the OT way to 

salvation as observance to the law of Moses, but this is not the case. It is by faith in the promises 

of God. Romans 4:1–3 assures us that this interpretation is correct, “What then shall we say was 

gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by 

works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 

‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Faith, not works, is and 

has always been the basis of justification. However, it is important to note that belief and 

obedience are closely related throughout Scripture. Belief is counted as righteousness, but that 

belief is always accompanied by a heart that is motivated towards obedience by the grace and 

mercy received. Thus obedience is the fruit (or result) of a life of faith. Faith, not works, is 



 

counted as righteousness. Obedience flows out of this faith. Obedience can be thought of as 

living out the identity God gives us because of our faith. We will look at this more in our 

discussion of the New Testament. 

Just as we would expect from our knowledge of humanity, Abraham and his descendants 

continue to exhibit evidence of heart problems. Throughout the rest of the OT, they lie, they 

cheat, they sleep around, they murder. They are thoroughly broken. They will never make 

themselves pure. Even the best choose themselves over God. It is important that we see salvation 

as something completely out of the reach of humanity. But more importantly, God steps in and 

provides salvation to those who are willing to repent. God is faithful despite failures. He 

continues to pursue his people. He continues to offer forgiveness and mercy to those who will 

respond in belief to his promises.  

 

The Exodus and The Law 

A few generations down the road from Abraham, we find that his family (the Hebrews or 

the people of Israel) has grown large, but they are enslaved to the Egyptians. It is important to 

note that this is predicted in Genesis 15:13, a fact that should only further confirm the 

sovereignty of God in our minds. Things are not good. Not only are they oppressed, but their 

numbers intimidate Pharaoh, and he decrees that every Hebrew male child born be killed by 

being cast into the Nile (Exodus 1:22). But one woman, in an effort to save her baby son, places 

him in a basket and floats him down the same river. The daughter of Pharaoh finds the child and 

raises him as her own. This man is Moses. He will lead Israel in the exodus, a climatic moment 

in history where God delivers Israel from Egypt and establishes them as a nation. This will be the 

moment by which OT believers remember the faithfulness of God and becomes the bedrock for 

their hope of future deliverance. 

The story of Exodus shows the power of God. He uses the deliverance of Israel to tell a 

story that will be repeated over and over again. A man will bring a broken people out of the 

bonds of slavery and into a Promised Land. The story of Moses will set the trajectory for the 

greater redemption story where Christ comes to save his people from sin and death and restore 

them and the world to their intended place. Moses, through the power of God, pleads with 

Pharaoh to let his people go. God sends ten plagues, each proving his power over the gods of 

Egypt and the last of which costs the Egyptians that which they took from the Israelites: their 

firstborn sons. Israel is spared this fate through what becomes known as the Passover. God calls 

each house to sacrifice a lamb and paint its blood on the door posts. They are to then eat a special 

meal that becomes known as the Passover meal. That night as the angel of the Lord is putting the 

firstborn to death, he passes over the houses that believe God and act on his commandment to 

sacrifice the lamb, resulting in the sparing of their firstborn sons. This final plague convinces 

Pharaoh to release Israel. 

Despite the miraculous ways God delivers them from Egypt, including the crossing of the 

Red Sea, they again choose fear rather than trust him. God leads them on the way to Promised 

Land in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He feeds them manna that 

miraculously appears on the ground. He gives them water from a rock when they have nothing to 

drink, and still they grumble against him.  

Finally, they come to a place called Mount Sinai and something amazing happens. God 

makes a covenant (probably the best way to understand a covenant is a promise that is marked by 

loyal relationship) with Israel that they will be his people if they will obey what he calls them to 

do. That sounds good to them and so they say they will. Moses then goes up the mountain to 



 

meet with God and before he can come back down, they have already failed. They make an idol 

and begin worshipping it. The only thing that keeps God from destroying them is his promise to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

Eventually, they move on. God leads them on towards the Promised Land (Canaan), and 

he continues to provide for them on the way. As they near the land, they send out twelve spies to 

investigate. It is a rich land but also one filled with powerful people. Ten of the twelve spies 

report that they do not believe they can take the land. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 

disagree and urge the people to trust God. Instead, they doubt his promise and try to stone Joshua 

and Caleb, rebelling against God. God intervenes and is again on the verge of destroying Israel. 

Only his promise stays his hand. The consequence for their actions? None of this unbelieving 

generation will get to enter the Promised Land. All but Joshua and Caleb will die in the 

wilderness as Israel is made to wander in it for the next 40 years.  

This includes Moses. He is like Noah in that he appears to be the one who will bring 

about the promises of God, but despite his great faithfulness, he too sins in ways that show us he 

too is broken and in need of God’s intervention. This is never more evident than when he strikes 

the rock at Meribah in disbelief and frustration, and God says to him, “Because you did not 

believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not 

bring this assembly into the land that I have given them” (Numbers 20:12). Even the great 

prophet Moses falls short of God’s perfect standard and is lost apart from God’s intervention. 

 It is amazing that God continues to provide for Israel even as they wander through the 

desert. But the message is clear – disobedience displays a lack of belief in the promises of God, 

resulting in wandering through the desert rather than entering into the Promised Land (an image 

that will later represent entering into the rest of God). As the 40 years come to a close, Moses 

gives some last instructions to the Israelites before he dies, and they enter into the land without 

him.  

In Deuteronomy 28–29, Moses reminds them of the covenant they have made with God. 

If they believe in him and his promises as demonstrated by their obedience, he will bless them in 

all kinds of ways. If they disobey, they will experience curses, most notably they will face exile 

at the hands of their enemies. Deuteronomy 30:15 sums it up this way, “See, I have set before 

you today life and good, death and evil.” But Deuteronomy 30 also lets us know what is going to 

happen. They are going to disobey and go into exile. They are going to do exactly what everyone 

before them has done. They are going to choose to disobey God and die, and here we are clued in 

as to why: they have uncircumcised hearts. They can’t love God how they are supposed to 

because their hearts are infected with sin and must be made new. This is also called a “heart of 

stone” (Ezekiel 36:26). But there is hope. There will be a day that God intervenes. Deuteronomy 

30:6 says, “And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so 

that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live.” God is doing something on the behalf of his people that they cannot do for themselves: 

change their very hearts. 

This echoes what we see in Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1–2. God is at work to bring 

about salvation for his people, and we are seeing his plan slowly unfold. It is something he must 

do on our behalf. God will send a seed of the woman who will crush the head of the serpent. He 

will be from the line of Abraham, and he will be a blessing to the nations. Genesis 15:6 assures 

us that those who are considered righteous are those who believe the promises of God. These 

believers will be the ones whose hearts have been circumcised so they will love God with all 

their hearts and souls that they may live (Deuteronomy 30:6).  



 

Despite the warning, the prediction of Deuteronomy 30 comes true. Upon entering the 

Promised Land, Israel’s obedience quickly wavers. Numerous accounts like Joshua 7 show the 

Israelites disobeying God thinking they know better than him about what will make them happy. 

At times, they keep things for themselves they were told not to; other times, they are fearful. 

They do not completely conquer the land. Judges records in great detail a people who are quick 

to forget God. He intervenes to save them over and over again, sending judges to help, but they 

continue to fall into unbelief and disobedience. Judges is summed up with its last verse, “In those 

days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

 

Kingdoms, Prophets, and Exile 

At this point, God allows Israel an earthly king. A man of kingly stature named Saul 

receives the crown. However, despite his appearance, it quickly becomes apparent that his life 

does not match up. He becomes murderously jealous of a young man named David that God 

chooses to replace him as king (remember disobedience illustrates a lack of belief). David is a 

man specifically chosen by God. He is from the tribe of Judah. We didn’t talk about this, but in 

Genesis 49:10, Jacob, a descendant of Abraham, declares that Judah, or more literally an 

offspring of Judah, will rule forever. All peoples will obey him, and the kingdom will be so 

wealthy he can tie his foal to the choice vine and wash his garments in wine. These are 

Messianic descriptors, meaning that these things describe the Messiah, the one God is sending to 

set things right, and the Messianic Kingdom he will usher in. This is important now because it 

hints to the meaning of the promises of God given here.  

The serpent slayer will be a seed of the woman (a human), a seed of Abraham, from the 

tribe of Judah, and as we will see, a son of David (meaning in the lineage of David). David 

seems to be the next contender for the position of serpent slayer. God handpicks him. As a boy, 

he slays the giant Goliath when all of Israel trembles before him. He is patient and merciful to 

Saul despite Saul’s murderous intentions towards him. He is even called a man after God’s own 

heart (1 Samuel 13:14). But we will see that he too is broken, most notably in his sin with 

Bathsheba. He will sleep with her, a married woman, and then have her husband killed to cover 

his sin. Again, the Bible clearly illustrates even the best of men have hearts that are deeply 

flawed. David is not the Messiah. But he does receive a promise from God that focuses the 

expectations of deliverance. God promises David, “And your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). One 

from the line of David will rule forever as the Messianic King. This Kingdom will be described 

in further detail in the prophets, but the gist is that it will be an everlasting kingdom marked by 

righteousness and justice: the two major concerns of God’s law.  

After David dies, his son Solomon begins his rule. His rule, like his father’s, starts out 

promising. He asks God for wisdom and receives it. He writes much of the wisdom literature in 

Scripture (Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and much of Proverbs). He is successful in his reign. 

The nations come to meet him and pay tribute. In some ways, he is a picture of what the 

Messianic King might look like, but he is as fallen as the rest. He lets his numerous wives lead 

his heart after idols rather than stay true to God. 

The rest of the accounts of the kings of Israel are much like this. Most are outright 

rebellious. Some make a call for renewed faithfulness, but the trend is towards disobedience. As 

a result, God does just what he said he was going to do. The people choose disobedience and in 

doing so, they choose the curse (Deut. 30:15-20).  



 

 This leads to disaster for Israel. Under Solomon’s son, the kingdom of Israel is split into 

two kingdoms: Israel in the North, and Judah in the South. The kingdom of Israel is conquered 

by the Assyrians and carried off into exile. The same happens to the kingdom of Judah by the 

Babylonians. At this point, the question is how one in the line of David will sit on the throne 

forever and set things right if there is no throne in Israel? But we must remember that during the 

periods of the kings and now in the exile, prophets are sent to tell the Jewish people they are 

about to be punished and then while in exile why they are being punished. They have disobeyed 

God and are experiencing the curse Moses discussed in Deuteronomy 29. But that is not the end 

of the story. They are also reminded of who God is, how he is faithful to his promises, how he is 

merciful, how he has redeemed them in the past, and how they can expect him to do so again. 

And he will do so in a way that will address the problem they have been unable to address 

themselves. He will give them new hearts. 

 There are many clarifications of the promises of God in the prophets. In our brief 

overview it is important to see that there will be a Messianic (anointed one, promised deliverer) 

King from the line of David (Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-5) and yet greater than David (Psalm 

110:1), who in some way is like a son of man and yet who seems to share in the divinity and 

authority of God (Daniel 7:13-14), who will suffer for the sins of others (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and 

yet will rule forever in righteousness and justice over a world that has been freed from sin and its 

curse (Isaiah 11:1-9). This king will not only save Israel but will bring salvation to the nations 

(Isaiah 49:6). We see that the members of this new kingdom will have a new covenant with God 

in which he will write his law on their hearts and mind (Jeremiah 31:31-34), meaning he will 

make them into the kind of people with hearts that are able to love follow him. There is more 

than we can discuss in this short overview, but it is important to see the expectation of 

redemption and salvation that exists because of the promises of God revolving around the seed of 

the woman as declared by the prophets throughout the exile. 

 This is where the OT ends, with the expectation of a Messiah, a serpent-slayer from the 

line of David who will be a blessing to the nations, who will provide forgiveness of sins, conquer 

death, and rule eternally with righteousness and justice. However, as they trickle back from exile 

and are allowed to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, no one thinks that this new kingdom has 

come. Israel languishes, waiting for its promised deliverer, and they will do so for 400 years. The 

question for Israel is, “When will this Messiah come?” 

 

The Messiah 

 This is the context for the coming of Jesus—a once perfect world broken by an act of 

rebellion by the very ones created to be caretakers of it. This rebellion has led to broken 

fellowship with the creator, humanity’s enslavement to sin, suffering caused by evil, and 

ultimately death. Hope seems distant, but deliverance is coming in a most unexpected way. 

 It is important to note that the NT writers see the coming of Jesus and his preaching of 

the dawning kingdom of God as the fulfillment of the OT Scripture and its promises. This is why 

Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus connecting him to Abraham (Matthew 1:1-17), Luke 

records a genealogy connecting him all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), and all of the 

Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) make frequent use of OT quotes and allusions to 

confirm Jesus as the promised Messianic King. They believe God’s promises in the OT and see 

them fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

 Although there are plenty of examples of God choosing people of low station to fulfill his 

purposes, the typical Jewish expectation for the Messiah was one who would come in political 



 

power. That is not how Jesus comes. He comes from humble beginnings. When he starts his 

ministry he chooses twelve men to invest in. He doesn’t choose the best and brightest; he 

chooses fishermen and a tax collector. But as he begins to minister, it becomes clear that Jesus is 

different. He heals people; he casts out demons; he shows his authority over nature; and he 

miraculously provides sustenance. He amazes the crowds as he teaches as one with more 

authority than they have never seen. He forgives sins; he overturns the temple; he explains how 

they have misunderstood the teachings of the OT. He claims to be the fulfillment of OT, the way 

to the Father, the living water, the light of the world. But most amazing of all, he claims to be the 

Son of God: one with God the Father. That is what all his teachings and miracles are pointing 

towards. The Messiah (or Christ as he is called in the NT) has come and his miracles are 

showing the dawning of the new kingdom promised in the OT. But the Jewish leaders are 

skeptical, which is unsurprising as it threatens their positions of power, and they begin to plot to 

kill Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teachings are surprising. He teaches an upside-down economy for the new 

kingdom he is ushering in. The meek will inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). You must love your 

enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). You must store up your treasure in heaven, not on earth (Matt. 6:19-

21). Those who want to follow him must expect to be hated and persecuted (Matt. 10:16-25). 

Those who are like children will be the greatest in the kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). Those who desire 

to be great must serve (Matt. 23:11-12). Earthly riches make entering into the kingdom difficult 

(Matt. 19:23-24). Those who wish to keep their lives must lose it (Matt. 16:24-27). Then Jesus 

shows what he means by all of this by serving us in a way that we could never repay. He does 

something for us that we could never do for ourselves. He pays the penalty for our sins. The 

greatest among us, the very Son of God, serves a world that has been rebelling against him since 

the beginning of time and takes our sins upon his shoulders. He takes our penalty for our sins—

death. The God of the universe becomes the suffering servant of Isaiah 53:5, “…he was pierced 

for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 

brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” And because he is perfect, because he is 

sinless, because he is the Son of God, he rises again from the grave (Matt. 28:1-10). Jesus—the 

seed of the woman, the blessing to the nations, the Davidic king, the suffering servant, the Son of 

God—has fulfilled the promise of God. He crushes the head of the serpent. He defeats sin and 

death and inaugurates the new kingdom. 

 

Our Place in the Story 

 This is where you and I find ourselves in the story. Sin and death have been defeated, and 

we are offered a choice. Will we trust Jesus and his work on the cross for the forgiveness of our 

sins or will we trust in ourselves and our works? At first the answer seems easy. But Jesus calls 

us to count the cost of following him. He is coming back to set all things right, but until he does, 

we are to be sharing his story so that others might be saved. And what the Bible tells us is that 

many will reject him and in so doing reject and persecute us. Belief in him will mean hatred by 

the world. The call to follow Jesus is the call to forget about temporary, earthly gain and to 

pursue Jesus and his coming kingdom. It is the call to be willing, like Jesus, to suffer injustice. It 

is the call to share the gospel with those who are still dead in their sin so that they too can know 

God. We will find that we are exiles in this world, that we don’t really belong, but we will also 

find that the temporary cost will be eternally worth it (Matt. 13:44-46). Luke 9:23-25 says, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 



 

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” We will 

all die. But Jesus tells us that a temporary life surrendered to him will result in salvation and 

eternal life with him in his new kingdom. 

 Revelation 21:1-4 says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 

man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 

their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’” 

This is just a small glimpse into what God has in store for those who accept what Jesus has done 

on their behalf, who believe that he is the Christ, the Son of God. While we await his return, we 

are called to live in such a way that we demonstrate our belief, particularly in our proclamation 

of the gospel of Jesus to those who do not know him. 

 In short, we respond to the story of Scripture by knowing Jesus and making him known. 

 

Questions to ask when reading Scripture: 

1. What is the author’s main point in this section of Scripture? 

2. Where does what I’m reading fit in the overall story of the Bible? (i.e. before or after the 

Exodus from Egypt; before or after Jesus; before or after the resurrection, etc.) 

3. What does it mean for those who were the original audience? 

4. What does it mean for me today? 

5. How should I change in response to this Scripture? 

A Few Resources for Understanding the Story of Scripture 

For Small Children: 

The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung 

The Jesus Storybook Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

The Big Picture Story Bible by David Helm  

The Garden, the Curtain, and the Cross by Carl Laferton 

thebibleproject.com 

New City Catechism (Available as a book or for free as an app on both iOS and Android) 

 

For Youth and Adults 

thebibleproject.com 

The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses by Chris Bruno 

Multiply by Francis Chan 

 

For a More In-depth Look 

The Servant King: The Bible’s Portrait of the Messiah by T.D. Alexander 

Old Testament Survey by Paul House and Eric Mitchell 

God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment: A Biblical Theology by James M. Hamilton, Jr. 
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Week 1 
1 Corinthians 1:1-31 – Paul writes the Corinthians 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

 In an insightful article from the December, 2019 issue of the Atlantic, Jonathan Haidt and Tobias Rose-

Stockwell catalogue some of the many ways that social media platforms take advantage of human pride to 

create profit for the platform, while doing great harm to our democracy. The article is entitled, “Why It Feels 

Like Everything Is Going Haywire,” (free on-line and highly recommended.) It begins by quoting James 

Madison writing in Federalist Paper #10, who was concerned about the power of factionalism, by which he 

meant partisanship that “inflamed men with mutual animosity” and made them less attentive to the common 

good. He hoped that though divisive leaders “may kindle a flame within their particular states,” they would “be 

unable to spread a general conflagration through the other states” because of the vast size of the U.S. For good 

measure, our Founding Fathers wrote our Constitution to include multiple mechanisms for checking the effects 

of factionalism and encouraging rational deliberation, and so far—thankfully—the republic has endured. 

 But the authors worry. There is no way that the effect of today’s social media could have been foreseen 

240 years ago. What started out as a seemingly benign way to easily communicate and maintain friendships has 

evolved, and the result has not been pretty. The traditional way of interacting has always been one-on-one, 

where we learn how to recognize social cues, how and when to reveal our true selves to another person in 

vulnerable ways, and how to progress gradually towards common understanding, genuine friendship, and even 

intimacy. Through traditional, intergenerational relationships, we have received wisdom, we are rewarded with 

approval as we learn how to moderate our speech, and we learn how not to be tiresome and annoying. But social 

media has brought change. Now, via Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and other platforms, we construct highly 

“curated” images of our ideal lives to post, so that others will see and approve, and our pride will be gratified; 

we say or show whatever strikes us as likely to generate “likes,” “retweets,” and “shares,” and then monitor the 

responses compulsively.  According to studies, each moral or emotional word increases its “virality” by 20%, 

whereas “indignant disagreement” actually doubles audience engagement, and thus we are incentivized towards 

divisive and harsh moral grandstanding. Even fairly passive engagement carries risk, and many a Christian 

pastor has found himself embroiled in an unwanted and incapacitating controversy, merely as a result of an 

impulsive click of the “like” button. Whereas the information that creates “wisdom” was once passed down in a 

highly filtered fashion from the older generations to the young, the stream of information that creates “wisdom” 

in today’s younger generations is minimally filtered and overwhelmingly made up of content obtained from 

screens within the last month, “including hourly political outrages and hot takes on political events.” Thus 

cultural hostility is inflamed, and the lessons and values accumulated by those who have lived before us are lost.  

 To tame factionalism and destructive divisiveness; to reign in human pride and the strife it generates; to 

find wisdom, and effectively pass it on—these challenges are perhaps more difficult now than ever. Predictably, 

the Bible has something of value to teach us, and we would be well advised to listen if we wish to be salt and 

light in today’s world. In anticipation, we begin the study of Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth. 

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-31 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 
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1. Why do you think the Corinthians formed divisions among themselves?  

2. Do you see any of the same tendencies in churches today? What role does pride play?  

3. How do you address pride in your own life?  

4. As a practical matter, on a daily basis, how do you gain the wisdom to live your life? 

 

Commentary 

1:1-9 – Before we begin to study the content of this letter Paul wrote to the Corinthians, let’s look into a bit of 

background. Corinth at the time of Paul was a young city with an old history. It had existed for hundreds of 

years, and had been one of the largest and most influential cities in ancient Greece. It was strategically located 

on the narrow isthmus of land connecting the mainland of Greece with the large, southern Peloponnesian 

peninsula; and to avoid the risky, 200-mile sail around the southern tip of the peninsula, ships often portaged 

their goods across the 4-mile land bridge upon which Corinth was situated. Corinth came under Roman 

domination in 146 B.C., and was essentially destroyed in that war. However, it was soon rebuilt by Rome, and 

resettled over the next century by a multiplicity of ethnic groups including Romans, Greeks, Syrians, and 

Egyptians. By the time of Paul, it was economically wealthy, religiously diverse, sexually licentious, obsessed 

with philosophical wisdom, and numbered among the most influential cities in the Roman Empire. 

Paul visited Corinth around 51 A.D., while on his second missionary journey. There he met a Jewish, 

Christ-worshipping couple named Priscilla and Aquila, who were also tent makers. Soon after arriving, he 

began preaching in the local synagogue, as was his custom, and was eventually joined by Silas and Timothy. 

After being expelled from the synagogue, along with the ruler of the synagogue Sosthenes, he began preaching 

out of the home of a God-fearing Gentile, Titius Justus. His preaching was successful, and the Corinthian 

church was founded. Paul remained with the church for one and a half years, and then he, along with Priscilla 

and Aquila, travelled to Ephesus. 

In Paul’s absence, troubles began to afflict the Corinthian church. We learn from comments in Chapter 5 

that Paul had attempted to address some of the problems with an earlier letter of instruction (not part of 

scripture), but it seems to have not been completely effective. Confusion, division, disorder, immorality, and 

pride continued to plague the fellowship. The troubled church wrote to Paul, asking primarily for clarification of 

certain doctrinal and practical matters. It’s likely that those who delivered the letter gave amplifying input 

regarding the considerable dysfunction of the fellowship, all of this leading to Paul writing from Ephesus this 

extensive letter to the Corinthian church, in hopes of getting her back on the right track. 

 As Paul begins his letter, he identifies first himself—an apostle of Christ Jesus, and the author of the 

letter; then the endorser of his letter, Sosthenes, the former ruler of the Corinthian synagogue, beaten and driven 

out of the synagogue by other Corinthian Jews; and finally the recipients of the letter, the Corinthians, whom he 

refers to as “those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.” He goes on to express how thankful he is that 

God has blessed them with grace, speech, knowledge, and spiritual gifts, and will sustain them until the end, 

when they will be found “guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Clearly, though the Corinthian church is 

made up largely of immature Christians whose errors of attitude and action are numerous, he considers them to 

be true brothers and sisters in Christ. And he desires less to condemn these brothers and sisters than he wants to 

improve their obedience and character through instruction and correction. This should be an encouragement to 

all of us who are incompletely sanctified and fail more often than we would wish; and a model to emulate for 

those more mature in the faith, who are sometimes called upon to issue correction—for the Lord is glorified 

both when sinners repent and when the justified reform. 

 

1:10-17 – After affirming their inclusion in the body of Christ, Paul begins to address the issue of divisions in 

the church. He has heard of quarreling. After Paul’s time in Corinth, other teachers, either directly or indirectly, 

contributed to teaching the Corinthian church. These included at least Apollos and Cephas (Peter) in addition to 

Paul, either personally or through the teaching of those discipled by them. In the Greco-Roman tradition, it was 

common for students of philosophy or religion to proudly identify themselves as tightly bound to the particular 

teacher that discipled them, and that practice seems to have carried over into the Corinthian church. Thus, some 

in the church claimed to follow Paul, some Apollos, some Cephas, and some (with a real sense of superiority), 
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Christ himself. Accordingly, a good thing (multiple godly teachers) was perverted into a bad thing (a cause of 

disunity and factionalism in the fellowship) simply by the persistence of a cultural habit, rooted in pride. 

 Paul will not have it. Though he had earlier experienced some conflict with Peter, it had long since been 

resolved, and there is no evidence that there existed any rivalry with either Peter or Paul’s friend Apollos. As 

well, from what we can gather from other biblical sources, there is no evidence that any of these teachers had 

strayed into doctrinal error, for if they had, Paul has demonstrated that he would have no hesitation in 

confronting such error. He asks the rhetorical questions, “Is Christ divided?”—to which the obvious answer is 

no; and “was Paul crucified for you?”—again, emphatically no; and, “were you baptized in the name of 

Paul?”—no, no, no! And though it is certainly the aim of Paul to see as many come to Christ and be baptized as 

will believe, he asserts that he is thankful that he physically baptized only a few from the church himself—

because, as Paul says, he was sent by the Lord not to glorify himself but to “preach the gospel.” He has no 

interest whatsoever in personal fame or in any endeavor other than making Jesus known—nor should they.  

 

1:18-31 – Paul proceeds at this point to attack the basis of their factionalism, which was pride. Philosophy and 

rhetoric were in their heyday in the time of Paul, and traveling teachers even charged fees to hear them lecture 

in the public squares. To be considered learned and wise improved one’s status in society, and as people who 

had grown up in such a culture, the Corinthians had not yet thrown off these attitudes.  

 But Paul has. And with the ferocity of a Derrick Henry stiff-arm, Paul launches into a comprehensive 

dismissal of the worldly wisdom that serves pride. Was the gospel shared “with words of eloquent wisdom?” 

No, for that would empty the cross of its power. God promises to “destroy the wisdom of the wise” and “thwart 

the discernment of the discerning.” God has “made foolish the wisdom of the world;” “For since, in the wisdom 

of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 

save those who believe.” “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 

the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.” 

 By this strong language, Paul establishes that pridefully attaching one’s self to any particular human 

teacher is an exercise in vanity. Human wisdom is absolutely powerless to answer the deepest, most pressing 

questions of life. The wisdom with the power to do so issues exclusively from the cross—it is “folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.” Paul preaches “Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews” who cannot conceive of a tortured, bleeding, executed messiah; “folly to Gentiles” 

who considered crucifixion so crude that it was not even mentioned in polite society; “but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”  

Paul seems to be saying to the Corinthians, and to us, that as followers of Jesus, we are the recipients 

through Christ of an abundant variety of spiritual gifts, to be used not in service of our pride, but to build up the 

fellowship of the body. We are to use them thankfully and according to their intended purposes. We are to strive 

for unity with our Christian brothers and sisters, and if we find ourselves divided, it should not be out of self 

interest, pettiness, or pride but only over crucial, important doctrinal differences. And we should rejoice that, 

like the struggling Corinthians, we “are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

As Christ-followers being called out of a broken, sinful world, we are called into unity with each other 

and together into a progressive process of sanctification. The power to lead a Christ-centered, God-glorifying 

life comes not from any human wisdom, but from Jesus Christ himself, through what he accomplished on the 

cross. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 
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• Colossians 3:11 - Unity among the believers, Christ is all, and in all. 

• Proverbs 9:10 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

• James 3:17 - Characteristics of the wisdom given by God. 
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Week 2 
1 Corinthians 2:1-16 – The Wisdom of the Spirit 

By Harvey Edwards, III 

 

Introduction 

 I am a great admirer of Christian apologist William Lane Craig. He is a brilliant thinker, conversant in 

theology, philosophy, logic, mathematics, chemistry, microbiology, genetics, and physics. He draws from his 

knowledge in all these fields in his compelling book, Reasonable Faith. I recently watched (parts of) a YouTube 

debate he had at Notre Dame University with philosopher, neuroscientist, atheist, and podcast host Sam Harris. 

In my view, after reading Reasonable Faith, it would have been unsurprising to me if Mr. Harris had found Mr. 

Craig’s arguments so persuasive that he then and there conceded the debate and questioned Mr. Craig as to how 

he too could immediately become a Christian. It didn’t happen. The strength of Mr. Craig’s arguments and 

evidence did not sway Mr. Harris in the least, and he seemed to be surrounded by an impervious shield to the 

spiritual truths shared clearly and sensitively by Mr. Craig—the veracity of which were so obvious to me, a 

fellow Christian. In the comments section under the video, one person wrote, “Two ships passing each other 

silently on a cloudy night. No intersection in argument.” 

 I also have a friend with whom I took several short-term mission trips to Venezuela. We’ll call him Don. 

Don is soft-spoken, somewhat shy, and a bit introverted. When it came to sharing the gospel with unbelievers, 

Don had a straightforward technique. He would pray diligently each night of the trip. The next day, he would 

fearlessly approach anyone, smile and ask if he could talk with them, and then pull out an Evangicube, and give 

pretty much the same step-by-step, guided presentation of the gospel while he gradually unfolded the cube. He 

would then ask the prospect if he would like to receive Jesus as Savior, and more likely than not, the answer 

would be an enthusiastic yes. With no surprise evident in his countenance, Don would then introduce the new 

convert to members of the team and to local believers, and then inquire if there were any family members or 

friends that might want to hear the gospel themselves. His productivity was amazing.  

 Craig’s presentation was formidable, but in this case, its truth unperceived. Don’s presentation was 

incredibly spare and simple, but its truth was overwhelming, bringing many to Christ. What’s going on? Craig 

understands, and explains it clearly near the end of the first chapter of his book, but in this second chapter of 1 

Corinthians, we will encounter an even more comprehensive explanation, directly from the pen of Paul. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How would you characterize the two types of wisdom Paul describes? 

2. Try to think of a person from your life who is a prototype of each type of wisdom. Describe what made 

them tick.   

3. Can you think of a time you tried to share a spiritual thought, but realized it could not be discerned by 

the other party? 

4. What concrete things can a Christian do to aid in his or her growth in wisdom? 
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Commentary 

2:1-5 – In the first lesson from this book, we recounted how Paul had heard some troubling reports about 

problems in the Corinthian fellowship. Some of the problems seemed to be pride-based, with various factions 

wanting to identify themselves with their particular, favored teachers. Oratorical style, lofty rhetoric, impressive 

displays of knowledge—all these contributed to one’s image of being wise, and enhanced social status in Greek 

culture. Paul valued wisdom as well, and will in fact urge his younger brothers and sisters in the faith to make 

every effort to grow in wisdom, for the problems in their church can never be overcome unless they do. But 

Paul knows that he first needs to challenge their concept of what actually constitutes true wisdom, and he 

wastes no time in getting to it. 

 In the first five verses, Paul pointedly contrasts his style of teaching with that of the usual Greek orator. 

In preaching the gospel to the Corinthians, Paul had made no attempt to woo them with “lofty speech or 

wisdom.” He had no interest in competing with the many professional speakers promoting this or that particular 

philosophy, nor did he desire to impress them with the depth of his knowledge. Paul knew that such a worldly 

approach was neither necessary nor helpful, for in the words of commentator Matthew Henry, “divine wisdom 

needed not to be set off with such human ornaments.” Instead, Paul preached one simple truth, which he 

described as “Jesus Christ and him crucified.” One truth, to be sure, but made up of two elements—Jesus Christ, 

the God-man, descended from glory to be born of a woman into the world; but also, him crucified.  

 What an unthinkable paradox this must have seemed to the mind of natural man, that a gloriously 

righteous and omnipotent God would reveal himself in the apparent wretched defeat of the cross! That this 

thought was abhorrent in both Jewish and Greek culture should not surprise us too much, for it remains an 

almost insurmountable barrier within some cultures today. Even among Christians, we enthusiastically 

commemorate joyous Advent—the coming of Immanuel to Earth—while soft-playing the suffering of Easter. 

But Jesus Christ and him crucified was the true and complete gospel Paul himself had finally received—the 

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so to speak—and that was the only gospel he preached. 

 So what style did Paul employ as he preached this simple message? We know from Acts that Paul could 

be perceived as a very powerful speaker. During his first missionary journey, the men of Lystra upon hearing 

him speak had even taken him to be Hermès, the Greek god of messages and eloquence, and had tried to 

worship him. But here he reminds the Corinthians that he preached to them “in weakness and in fear and much 

trembling.” This, assuredly, was not the fear of a hostile response to his message. Rather it was a reverent, holy 

fear of the Lord, the fear spoken of in the Psalms, appropriate to one keenly aware of his lowliness in relation to 

God. Paul, an ordinary man, knew that he dared not undertake in his own strength the sacred evangelistic 

mission he was assigned, relying upon mere human eloquence; his sole hope of success was complete reliance 

upon the power of the Spirit, which alone can change the heart of man. We can guess that his preaching was 

straightforward, plain, direct, and convicting. 

 

2:6-16 – In this next section, Paul elaborates further upon the nature of wisdom, which he divides into two 

categories. There is first the wisdom of “the rulers of this age.” What rulers does Paul mean by this term? 

Certainly, from context, we know that he is including the Jewish rulers who violated their own rules to condemn 

Jesus to death. We can also be sure that he means the ruling Romans, who were manipulated into carrying out 

an unwarranted death sentence by the cruel means of crucifixion. Perhaps “this age” can be interpreted more 

broadly, to include all human rulers from the time that Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden; or even 

more broadly, to include demons and rebellious, cosmic spirits. Whoever Paul is referring to, they operate 

according to a restricted, worldly wisdom, a wisdom that we can easily recognize at work in our everyday lives. 

It isn’t always perverse. In fact, it’s serviceable in many matters and its accumulation and employment are 

necessary for successfully surviving, developing, and thriving in this world. Parents work hard to instill it in 

their children. It can be absorbed from watching, listening, relating, working, playing, erring and succeeding. It 

seems to be primarily oriented towards the preservation of one’s life and health, and after that the promotion of 

the interests of one’s self, one’s family, one’s tribe, race, interest group, nation, etc. 

 But this sort of wisdom, though useful, is woefully insufficient. In fact, if used as the controlling 

compass for life, it is dangerously defective, and in many ways. First, according to Paul, it is doomed to pass 
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away. It has a logic and purpose birthed not in the heart of God, but in the heart of man, and thus it will pass 

away with man.  Second, it is ignorant of the overarching plan of the Creator of the universe, a plan “decreed 

before the ages for our glory.” This plan for the everlasting glory of those who love God exceeds anything that 

we have ever seen or heard or even imagined, and our participation in it is impossible if our life is guided by 

only the insufficient “wisdom of this age.” Third, expressly because this wisdom is ignorant of the plan of God, 

its supposed promotion of self-interest can lead to incredibly stupid and evil actions, even to the crucifixion of 

“the Lord of glory.” According to both Jesus (on the cross) and Paul, had the rulers of the age only understood 

this plan of God to share his glory with those who love him, they would not have crucified him. But tragically 

for them, possessing only the wisdom of this age, that’s exactly what they did. 

 In contrast to the “wisdom of this age,” Paul describes a different sort of wisdom, a wisdom he has 

already begun to impart to the Corinthian church. It has been in existence since “before the ages,” decreed by 

God for our glory. It is a “secret and hidden wisdom,” issuing from the thoughts of God, which are 

comprehended only by the Spirit of God, who reveals wonderful things about God’s intent for man to share in 

his glory. It is not able to be acquired by natural means, and it cannot be discerned as wisdom by natural man. 

Being centered on the lordship of Christ rather than the lordship of self, it is perceived by natural man as weak 

and foolish—but what an error that is in view of the spiritually revealed plan of God! Anyone who has been 

moved by the Spirit’s revelation to make Jesus Lord is immediately enabled to begin discerning this spiritual 

wisdom; and the more yielded we are in following the Spirit, the greater our capacity to receive more spiritual 

wisdom, “that we might understand the things freely given us by God.” In this way, babes in Christ, looking at 

first very much like “people of the flesh,” receive more and more wisdom as they grow up into mature spiritual 

people, able, like Paul, to interpret “spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.” These spiritually mature people 

have no cause to fear the judgment of men, for their wisdom is imparted by the Spirit directly from the mind of 

Christ. This true wisdom—not yet found in great quantities among the elect in Corinth, as we shall soon see—is 

what should be prized, and best of all, is available to all believers who request it.  And it is this wisdom that 

Paul commends. 

 

 

The Main Point 

True wisdom comes not from the mind of man but from the mind of God. It is Spirit-revealed. It 

operates in joyful awareness of the decreed plans of God to bless those who love him and it is continually 

bestowed as we walk in the Spirit. Believers should eagerly seek to grow in this wisdom. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Proverbs 2:6 – The source of true wisdom. 

• James 1:5 – All you have to do is ask! 

• Ephesians 5:15-16 – Put it to use! The days are evil. 

  

One Additional Quote 

 “Success in evangelism is simply communicating Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit    and leaving 

the results to God. For the unbeliever as well as for the believer, it is the testimony of God’s Spirit that 

ultimately assures him of the truth of Christianity.” William Lane Craig, Chapter 1, Reasonable Faith. 
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Week 3 
1 Corinthians 3:1-23 – Divisions in the Church 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 You can tell a lot about a person simply by listening to their conversations when things are going well 

for them. Take athletes for example. The way they respond to the questions asked in a postgame interview will 

usually let you know if they are about promoting themselves or their team. Some of the most viral videos are 

the ones where the athletes are asked a simple question like, “Why do you think you were able to score four 

touchdowns in today’s game?” Then the athlete responds with something that may sound something like, 

“Because I’m a bad man! I’m the strongest out there and can’t nobody stop me. If they think they can, why 

didn’t they?!” Is it true that the athlete is strong, fast, and capable? Sure. But they would not be able to achieve 

what they did without the other ten athletes on the field, the coaches who called the plays, and the other players 

not on the field that they practiced against. Can you imagine what the other players are thinking when they hear 

that interview? How about the coaches? I can imagine that there would be some divisions that would begin to 

happen once that interview goes live. What if a few of the players begin to think just like this one athlete? They 

think that they are God’s gift to football. How would that turn out? Well, simply turn on the next professional 

football game and give a listen. But it doesn’t have to be that way. Those athletes are a part of a much larger 

organization. Whether they realize it or not, they are a part of something bigger than themselves. How they 

respond to and act in times of plenty or times of lack impacts the organization as a whole. 

In chapter three, Paul is addressing the Corinthian church’s lack of maturity which is causing divisions 

within the church. He is going to reveal that their actions may not be as wise as they think they are nor is their 

wisdom as valuable as they had hoped. In other words, they ain’t as smart as they look. 

 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. When was the last time you had a difficult time admitting you were wrong? Share that with the group. 

2. Think back to the last time you had someone (maybe a trusted friend) share a hard truth with you. How 

did you respond? Do you wish you would have responded differently? Why? 

3. We all need help following the Lord and maturing in our faith. How can your community group come 

alongside you in your walk with the Lord right now? 

 

Commentary 

3:1-9 – By the time we arrive in chapter three, we have seen Paul’s irritation with the state of spiritual maturity 

found in the Corinthian church. His annoyance is evidenced by the wording used here. He says, in not so many 

words, that there is no way that he could address them as spiritually mature individuals. The only other 

alternative he has is to address them as the spiritual babies they are. As a parent of two children ages six and 

under, there have been plenty of times that I feel like I can almost grasp what Paul is feeling here. Our children 

are precious and we adore them. They are smart. They are kind. They are loving. They love to play well with 

one another and other kids as well. But being children, they are not always going to understand what is right and 
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fair. They will not always understand or be able to deduce the effects of a certain behavior or choice, whether 

positive or negative. And that is why we, as their parents, must step in and discipline them. We must set up 

healthy boundaries for them so that they will remain safe and so that they can learn how to make choices that 

are good and fair for all. There have been times when I felt as though I have had to repeat myself many times 

within a short amount of time. It is in those moments that I find myself growing weary of having to go through 

it again and again. “Why can’t they just do it right the first time?! Why must I continue to repeat myself and 

wear myself out with this same thing?!” Then I am reminded, either by God’s grace in my wife’s voice or 

through his Spirit in my head, “Because they’re kids, Aaron. What do you expect?” The way we approach 

parenting our kids is understandable because they are kids. Now let’s look at my relationship with Harvey and 

Michael. We are elders together, serving the Anchor Church faith family. We have all been walking with the 

Lord many years and strive to be obedient in our daily walk with him. If I began to see Harvey or Michael 

making decisions the way that my kids do, would that be seen as normal? What if they began to fight over 

whose turn it was to preach? Who is supposed to disciple whom? Is this supposed to be a normal thing?! 

Absolutely not. Why? Because they are grown men following Christ. They have matured in their faith and it is 

evident in their walks with God. I shouldn’t have to address them as I would my kids, sending them to “time 

out” for poor choices or throwing a tantrum in Target. Can you imagine what Jenae or Barb would say? YIKES! 

 When Christ calls us to come to him, he gifts us faith. No matter the amount of good works or happy 

thoughts we have, faith is something that cannot be earned by us. It can only be received by us from God in 

Jesus Christ through his Holy Spirit. Once we have been “born again,” we have been redeemed. We must learn 

from God how to live a life that pleases him. We must learn the boundaries that he has established from the 

beginning that will lead to his glory and our eternal good. Will there be times when we will get it wrong? Yes. 

Will God disown us? No. Will he discipline us? Yes. Why? Because he loves us. There will be times that he 

allows us to feel the weight of our poor choices in order for us to turn to him in repentance and faith. Because 

we are his children, he will not condemn us because of our sin. We are told that God placed our sin upon Jesus 

and dealt with it once and for all on the day Jesus was crucified. Romans 8:1 tells us that all who are redeemed, 

followers of Christ, cannot and will not be condemned. We have been born again. We are in Christ now! Once 

this has happened, our new life begins. 

This new life has many great perks. One of those perks is being born into a new family. That means that 

we have brothers and sisters. YAY! We have older brothers and sisters who will teach us how to study the bible, 

how to pray, and how to live this new life. What great news this is! We don’t have to do this on our own. Over 

the course of a few years, it would make sense that we would have some sort of noticeable growth in our new 

life. Why is that? Because, just like babies grow over time the more we care for them in healthy ways, we grow 

in spiritual maturity because we are being cared for in healthy ways. However, the flipside is also true. If we 

neglect our physical health, we cannot and should not expect to see growth in our physical abilities. If we 

neglect our spiritual health, we cannot and should not expect to see growth in that area. Paul is responding to a 

people that began as spiritual babies because they were new to the Christian faith. However, years later, they 

should be more mature. They should be mature men and women of the faith. But that was NOT the case. Their 

lack of spiritual maturity was coming out in their inability to “get along with” their brothers and sisters in the 

church at Corinth. They were divided over silly and juvenile things. One of the things that divided them was 

which leader that they belonged to – Paul, Apollos, or Peter. Paul addresses this quickly and follows it up with, 

“Why does this even matter?!” (my paraphrase). In verse five, Paul quickly addresses this in a simple way. 

“5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.” He 

says that it was God that made it all happen. Apollos and Paul were just instruments in the hands of the Father 

to bring about his sovereign will of redemption. The Bible says that we are all ministers of the gospel. It is God 

who calls individuals to himself. It is God that saves. But he uses us to share the gospel. God is the one who 

causes all things. He chooses to use us to be a part of his story of redemption. One commentator says it this 

way, “So today, some of us can preach the word and all of us can pray for unsaved relatives and friends, but the 

actual work of salvation can only be done by the Lord.”1 Let us be a people that strive for unity around this truth 

and who do not bicker about who should be honored more highly.  

 
1 W. Harold Mare, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan House, 1976), 1754. 
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3:10-15 – In verses ten through fifteen, we see Paul share how the Corinthian church was planted. It’s a 

relatively basic plan. He came to Corinth. He preached Christ crucified. God saved people. Paul gathered them 

in house churches. He taught them the scriptures. PRESTO! This is a concept that I am certain that we all, as 

believers, give a mental nod. However, I do not think that we are consistent in practicing this over time. How 

can I make a claim like this? Because I am guilty of it.  

When I came to the University of Alabama to finish my degree in 2007, I knew that I was being 

prepared for full-time ministry on some level, but was not exactly certain what that looked like. Being in my 

early 20s, I began my ministry as a student minister at a church in Northport. All I knew was what I had seen in 

the past. Gather students. Preach the gospel. Eat lots of pizza. Preach the gospel more. Rinse and repeat. By 

God’s grace, over time more students came and it was evident that they were growing in their spiritual walk 

with God. Then it happened. If we are not careful to establish a circle of trusted godly friends who will tell us 

what we need to hear and guide us to the truth, we will all fall into this trap. The trap I am referring to is pride. I 

began to think that I was the best thing since sliced bread. So I began to try things that I saw “bigger ministries” 

doing, because it was only logical, right?! If I want to have a bigger ministry, I need to BE BIGGER! This line 

of thinking didn’t really work out. Thankfully, God was gracious and called me back to the truth of the ministry 

that was taking place. It was his doing. Yes, I was the mouth piece that he was using in that place at that time, 

but it was not ultimately up to me.  

A few years passed and I moved to take a college ministry position in Tuscaloosa. Once again, I did 

what I knew to be effective. Love people well. Gather them into groups. Preach the gospel. And so here we go 

again. Sure enough, it was not too long before God began to bring more and more students. He began to save 

them and use them to redeem others as well. God was doing a great and mighty thing in that church! College 

students were going to the mission field in other states and countries. God was calling others into vocational 

ministry. He was using the college ministry to change the church as a whole. Then it happened again. I began to 

give in to the temptation of pride calling me to think more highly of myself than I should. My role was simply 

to preach the gospel and make disciples. That’s it. Nothing more and nothing less. Thankfully, and by God’s 

grace, he had given me a friend a year or so earlier. It was in those prideful moments that this friend made a 

statement that I will never forget. He said, “Aaron, don’t forget that you really aren’t that cool. God doesn’t 

need you. He could use anyone right now for this church. However, he did choose you for this church at this 

moment in time. So don’t begin to think that you’re untouchable. This church will be here long after you’re 

gone.” First of all, WOW! Secondly, I am forever grateful to God that he gave me that truth through my friend 

when he did. Who knows where I would have ended up? It was because of God’s grace and that truth in that 

moment that we went back to the basics. Preach the gospel. Make disciples who make disciples. Let God get the 

glory. Let him build his church. Be faithful in the ordinary, mundane of life.  

Eugene Peterson says that faith is long obedience in the same direction. That is what I see Paul doing 

throughout his ministry. He was being faithful to preach the truth: Christ crucified. Paul says that each person’s 

work will be tested over time. If what is used to build the church is anything other than the gospel, it is referred 

to as “wood, straw, and hay.” 2 That wood, straw, and hay will be gone over time. Those are things that cannot 

last. Let me illustrate it this way. What has been constant over the years? God’s word, the Bible, is constant 

because it contains the very words of God. Because God never changes, the Bible never changes. What will 

change? People. Music. Clothing. Those things will always change year after year and from one context to the 

next. The one constant is God’s word. So, wouldn’t it make sense for us to stick to what never changes? Yes, 

Aaron. It would make sense. Now, does that mean that we need to cling to the things in the past, such as, the 

pastor we used to have, the clothing we used to wear, or the way the community used to look? No. Those things 

and people are temporary. What is most important is the gospel. What is also as important is reaching people 

with the gospel. We need to be seeking ways to establish relationships with more people, so that we can present 

the gospel to them. Mega churches will fade away. Celebrity pastors will fade away. The only constant is God’s 

word. This is Paul’s point in verses ten through fifteen. If it is going to be a church, the only foundation that can 

be laid is the gospel of Jesus Christ. Then each one that comes in after to build upon that foundation must be 

 
2 1 Corinthians 3:12-14 
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careful as to how they build and what is used to build upon that foundation. This is one more reason I am 

thankful for this season of ministry with Anchor Church. We say it every Sunday. We are here to know Jesus 

and make him known. Nothing more and nothing less. We will work to establish relationships with others in 

order that the gospel can be preached. We do not look to other churches or other pastors for validation. We seek 

to be faithful to God and his calling to make disciples. 

 

3:16-17 – Why did Paul interrupt his stream of thought to interject about the Temple of God? Why wouldn’t he 

have just continued on with the church fighting against divisions within itself? The first few times I read over 

these verses in preparation for this study guide, I read them as simply that…great thoughts about the church as a 

whole, but not pertinent to this portion of text. After all, Paul began Chapter 3 dealing with spiritual immaturity 

and silly arguments. It wasn’t until I slowed down long enough to consider that maybe there’s more to this 

discussion given the time that has expired between Paul and today. It could be that because today’s church 

culture and our thoughts on the Temple are so far removed from biblical times, I have failed to see the 

significance behind Paul’s discussion of the Temple.  

In Genesis, Adam and Eve were able to be in the presence of God. This changed after they sinned. 

Because of the holiness of God, Adam and Eve were removed from the presence of God. Because of his 

holiness, they and their descendants would be destroyed in the presence of God. For this reason, in his grace, 

God gave instructions to his people, Israel, to construct the Tabernacle, which would later be replaced by the 

Temple, where his people could meet with him. The first glimpse we see God dwelling with his people outside 

of the Garden of Eden is the Tabernacle in Exodus 26. In this chapter, God gave Moses specific instructions for 

erecting a mobile structure where God would meet with his people, specifically the High Priest, only once a 

year. This Tabernacle would contain a few specific items that would be used for worship. The Ark of the 

Covenant, containing the presence of God, would be there. The room where the ark would be stored was called 

the Holy of Holies. No one was allowed in this specific room, except the High Priest on a specific day. On that 

day, The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16), the High Priest would enter the Tabernacle and follow a ritual of 

praying, changing of clothes, and other worshipful acts. He would go into the Holy of Holies to offer up a 

sacrifice for the atonement for himself and then the people of Israel. No one could approach God apart from the 

High Priest. It was his job to intercede for the people. The people had to go to the priest and confess their sin; 

then the priest would offer their sacrifice. Do you see how difficult this would be? Do you feel the weight of the 

situation? This is a very important part of the gospel narrative. God was making a way for his people to 

experience his presence. It is important to note that the sin sacrifices made at the tabernacle covered their sin so 

they could be near God, but the sacrifices did not save them. They were not redeemed by their works. 

Redemption can only come by faith in the promises of God. It was their faith in the one that God would send 

who would fulfill the need for a sacrifice that led to their salvation. It was not and cannot ever be by works. 

Salvation has always been by faith in the promises of God that find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

God desires to be with his people. In the New Testament, He makes a way for people to be with him by 

creating the Temple system. It isn’t too long in Jesus’ ministry, before he begins to refer to himself as greater 

than the Tabernacle or Temple could ever be. In John 4, Jesus is at a well with a Samaritan woman. In his 

conversation with her, she asks which place is THE place to worship. In her question, you can hear her asking 

for more than just a direct answer. In Jesus’ fashion, being the Son of God, he responds to her with this 

statement, “21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming 

(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you 

am he,” (John 4:21-26). His point was not that one place was supposed to be better than the other. His point 

was, and still is, that God desires a relationship with his people and he wants to dwell with his people. Jesus has 

come to accomplish this in a way the Tabernacle or Temple never could. John 1:14 tells us that God came to 

this earth and took on flesh to dwell among us as Jesus. Again, the English language used here can lead us to 

gloss over the importance of this act by God. Let’s look at the verse. “14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
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among us,..” The actual language used here, in the original manuscript, is that Jesus, the Son of God, became a 

human and tabernacled with humanity. Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, had taken on flesh to dwell with 

his people.  

In John 14, when Jesus is about to be handed over to the Sanhedrin and then be crucified, he reassures 

his disciples that when he leaves, he won’t leave them all alone in the world. God would send the Holy Spirit to 

live in and with them. As his followers, the Holy Spirit would lead them into all truth and remind them of the 

teachings of Jesus. This is huge! Never before had God’s Holy Spirit been with man in this way. We see the 

Spirit empower people in the Old Testament, but we never see him indwelling people. What Jesus speaks of in 

John 14 is a new thing. God won’t just be in the vicinity of his people at the Tabernacle or Temple, nor will he 

only be in their physical presence. His Holy Spirit will dwell within his people. Jesus was going to the cross to 

satisfy the sin debt humanity owed and to purchase a new life for believers.  Within the Tabernacle and the 

Temple, there was a curtain that separated the Holy of Holies from the other parts of the buildings. In Matthew 

27, we read that when Jesus was crucified, the curtain was torn into two pieces; top to bottom. This was 

signifying that Jesus had achieved what man could not. No longer would man need the High Priest to intercede 

before God on his behalf. Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16) had offered himself as the 

perfect sacrifice to atone for sin once and for all. Humanity would no longer need a human intercessor. Instead, 

the Holy Spirit would be poured out on God’s people, dwelling within them and preparing them for the fullness 

of God at the return of Jesus. This would be accomplished by and for God.  

Let’s return to context at hand in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. Paul is addressing the lack of spiritual maturity 

found within the church at Corinth. Paul has just walked the Corinthians through an illustration of different 

building materials through which the church is being built up. Jesus is the foundation of it all. Paul is careful to 

make the statement that whatever is used to build upon the foundation, Jesus, will be made evident over time. 

Then it is right after that where he makes this statement about them being the Temple. Over the years, I have 

heard this used in preaching against lazy lifestyles, overeating, alcohol abuse, and other things that might plague 

humanity. While that may have some bearing on us as believers, what Paul says here and how he says it refers 

to much more than behavior modification. Paul says, “…you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 

you.” The word YOU here is in the plural form. The Holy Spirit dwells within God’s people, and he is building 

his people into the church, the body of Christ, the temple in which his Spirit is now dwelling. When God saves 

an individual, he simultaneously places them within a body of believers so that they can grow and mature, going 

on to make disciples. So when Paul goes on to say that God will destroy whomever destroys the Temple, he is 

talking about the one that actively works against the building up of the Church. Should we care for our bodies 

and exercise authority over creation so that we, along with all creation, flourish? Yes. But what Paul is getting 

at is their lack of spiritual maturity could be working against the building up of God’s people and could possibly 

be hindering others from coming to Christ. That’s why he makes this statement at this point in his letter. Let us 

be a people that live out the calling that God has placed upon us, living in his power, to carry out his mission of 

being that royal priesthood that shows and shares the love of Christ and points others to him daily. Let us be a 

people that live to know him and make him known. 

 

3:18-23 – Verse eighteen is a stark reminder for us all to remember our role in this life. “18 Let no one deceive 

himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become 

wise.”3 Could we gather a bigger crowd if we were to preach sermons based on the current events and limit 

them to more of a 25 minute pep talk? What if instead of encouraging one another to be in discipleship groups, 

we encourage one another to gather in groups and talk about the latest and most shocking news of the day? 

Sure. I imagine that our numbers would skyrocket. We could possibly become one of the quickest growing 

churches in our area. This is not to say that rapid church growth is bad. But if church growth has come from 

abandoning fidelity to what God has called us to, think of the cost. Although those things may seem harmless 

on the front end, the effects would be spiritually damaging for generations to come. Relying on our own 

“wisdom” or the latest church growth technique may sound great, but if they rely on honing a certain skill over 

 
3 1 Corinthians 3:18 
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and above the very words of God4 then we would be better off without them. Paul continues in 1 Corinthians 

3:19-21 with why man’s wisdom is not on the same playing field with God and what he is doing, “19 For the 

wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and 

again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men...” Paul 

refers to our wisdom as actual folly. It is the opposite of what we think it to be. What we need more of is God’s 

word. What we need more of is his Spirit in our faith family. What we need is more of him and less of us. 

 Still, I am almost haunted by verse eighteen. Mainly it is those first few words. “Let no one deceive 

himself.” Paul says that it is possible that we can actually deceive ourselves. Typically, when I am considering 

the thought of being lied to, or being deceived, I do not think about the deceiver being myself. Because I would 

never lie to myself…would I? Let’s think about that one. Have you ever been so sure of something insignificant 

only to find out a few days later that you were wrong? Maybe it was something like the time you got home, 

whose turn it was to do dishes, who took the garbage out last…something like that. I know it is VERY possible 

(often likely) that I fall into that at times. But in that moment, we cannot be convinced. We are sure of it. We 

know that we are right and they are wrong. Right?!  

Now let’s dig a little deeper. What about our spiritual walk? Has there ever been a moment when you 

thought you had it right only to find out that you did not, in fact, have it right? If you are a born again child of 

God, then yes. You have had a moment like that in your past. You were not born a follower of Christ. He has 

shown you your sin, convicted you, and gifted you faith which has now brought about salvation in your life. But 

before knowing Christ, we cannot be convinced otherwise. We are sure of ourselves. We know what we are 

doing. We do not need anyone’s help…until we do. You see, even though we have been born again and the 

power of sin no longer reigns over us, the presence of sin is still very much a reality. And because of that, we 

will continue to struggle with daily obedience to Christ. Within that struggle, it is possible that we can deceive 

ourselves. Here’s how that typically works its way out in my own life. I read scripture or hear a sermon 

preached on a certain topic or text. Upon hearing that preached, if I like it, I immediately respond with a 

resounding “AMEN!” But if I do not like it, there is a conflict that takes place in my mind. This is what the 

Bible says. This is what my heart feels. In this moment of conflict, I have to make a choice. Will I decide to 

submit my feelings to the authority of God’s word or will I, in my own wisdom, walk in my own way? 

Unfortunately, there have been multiple times that I have chosen the latter. In my own pride, I began to deceive 

myself. If left to walk in that deception long enough, I would continue to spread a false gospel and many others 

would be impacted because of my sin. But by God’s grace, he has brought me back to truth. He does this 

because of who he is and not because of who I am. It is possible that we can say things loud enough and long 

enough that we begin to believe them. We become so convinced that our ways of thinking are correct that we 

change the way Scripture is read and translated. Because after all, if this is what I feel, it cannot be wrong…can 

it? (Hint—it can). 

Friend, please hear me. God loves you. I love you. In Christ, you are fully known and fully accepted. 

Because of those truths, I say this: It really does not matter how sincere you are about how you feel about that 

thing, person, or belief. If it is contrary to Scripture, you are wrong. God loves you and for his glory he is 

calling you to himself. We must care for one another as Paul does the church in Corinth. They were not growing 

in their walk with Christ and he could not let that go. We seek to know Jesus and make him known. For that to 

take place in our lives, we must walk in a way that is consistent with Scripture and over time we will mature in 

our faith. We must not seek to live on the milk of this world that is driven by feelings and emotions. Is it easier 

to swallow? Of course. Because it’s baby food. We must seek to learn to love the meat of God’s word. It won’t 

always be as easy to swallow, but in the end it is what we need. We need more of him and less of this world. 

 

 

 

 

The Main Point 

 
4 Hebrews 4:12-13 
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Healthy things grow and mature. As born again followers of Christ, we should seek to grow in our 

spiritual maturity, moving from the milk for babies to the meat for adults. If we are not seeking to grow in our 

walk with the lord, we cannot expect to be spiritually healthy. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 12:9-21 – We are to act in a godly manner regardless of the audience. We are to be acting in 

loving ways toward all people because of who God is and what he has done within us. 

• Galatians 6:1-10 – This reminds us of our obligation to one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Hebrews 4:12-14 – This Scripture reminds us of the biblical truth that the bible is God’s words. One of 

the purposes of the Bible is to reveal to us, by God’s Holy Spirit, our sin that we might be able to repent. 
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Week 4 
1 Corinthians 4:1-21 – The Ministry of the Apostles 

By Garrett Pinkerton 

 

Introduction 

 Division. If I were to write one word that describes our world today, I couldn’t use one that fits better 

than this. There are divisions in politics, races, whether or not to get a vaccination, households, families, 

and…the church. All these things are, for most of us, too hot to handle, so we just really try to stay out of it, 

sweep it under the rug, and act like it doesn’t affect us. We avoid difficult conversations so that we can try to 

avoid broken relationships, awkwardness, and confrontation. Sound familiar? I have seen these things in my 

family, friendships, and even marriage. 

In 1 Corinthians 4, Paul does the thing no one wants to do and confronts the Corinthian church in their 

divisive spirits. And he does so in a graceful, confidence, loving, Christ-like manner. Paul beautifully tackles 

the idea of prideful divisiveness in the church, calling out its members for pride in their fictional belief that they 

are higher and better than others. He shows us two things. One, it isn’t Christ-like to cause division in the 

church out of pride and jealousy. Most of us can read that sentence and think, okay, I can get on board with that.  

But the second thing he teaches us as the body of Christ is a bit more difficult for me to swallow. He 

teaches us that we are to be faithful stewards of Christ, which means continuing to call others to correct their 

handling of Scripture and their character. And not only this, but also doing so in a way that points them towards 

Jesus for his glorification and their good. I think this is real a challenge for us, church, but I believe that in step 

with the Spirit, we can and will carry ourselves in a way that preserves the true gospel in the minds and actions 

of our members. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. After reading this text, what are your thoughts on the church today in comparison to the Corinthian 

church? 

2. Think about your own heart’s purposes. How might this text help us to turn our heart towards Christ in 

the way we see our church body, our ministers, and ourselves? 

3. How might we hold each other accountable for such abstract things as our thoughts and mindsets? How 

can we encourage one another? 

 

Commentary 

4:1-5 – The fourth chapter of this book begins with Paul explaining how the church should view the apostles. 

This comes after he recognizes division in the church based on prideful associations with the different apostles 

(Chapter 1), explains the wisdom of God that is the gift of the Spirit (Chapter 2), and exposes the discrepancy 

that exists between the wisdom of God in Christ and the worldly wisdom of man that is present in the church 

(Chapter 3). In Chapter 4, Paul calls the church to forsake worldly wisdom and follow the example of the 

apostles. 

 In verses 1 and 2, Paul gives the church a description of how to correctly view the apostles as “servants 

of Christ” and as “stewards of the mysteries of God.” This is contrary to the views that have existed in the 
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church causing the divisions mentioned in previous chapters. Rather than seeing apostles and ministers of the 

gospel as separate authoritative figures for following, the church should consider them all to be servants of 

Christ in submission to the Word of Christ. As stewards of the “mysteries of God,” apostles and teachers are 

given by the Spirit the things known by us as believers, which is hidden from those who persist in their unbelief 

(Hodge). These “mysteries” are not anything additional to Scripture. They are the simple gospel in itself – that 

Jesus gave up his sinless life to restore us to the Father. And servants of Christ must be faithful to proclaim this 

gospel.  

 In verses 3-5, Paul emphasizes that only the Lord’s thoughts and judgments of him ultimately matter. He 

says that he is not even willing to judge himself and though he doesn’t know of any sin in himself, that he is 

“not thereby acquitted.” I believe the reason that we can’t judge ourselves is because we are not God. We don’t 

fully know his law or character, so any judgment we make is warped and inaccurate (Hodge). God’s perfect 

holiness is a standard of judgment that we cannot totally comprehend or apply in judging ourselves, and 

certainly not others. God, the righteous Judge, will “bring to light” the hidden sins and motives of the heart and 

give praise accordingly. Thankfully, Jesus has given us new life and freedom in him to walk in the light, not 

held captive by our sin, but set free by the assurance that Jesus has paid for our past, present, and future sins.  

  

4:6-7 – Paul states in these two verses that he has applied this very principle to himself and Apollos so that 

there is unity in the church. He is not attempting to add to the Scriptures the wisdom of man but is submitting 

fully to Christ. Paul is basically saying to those in the divided church that in Christ, there is no division or 

boasting, for all Scripture and justification is from Christ, so that no one may boast. When there is boasting in 

one group following one apostle over another, it is either senseless because they are preaching Christ, or their 

boasting is in man, which is sin.  

 

4:8-13 – In verses 8-13, Paul is almost sarcastic in his descriptions of the Corinthians and the contrast between 

them and himself (Hodge). He tells them they already have all the things they desire, therefore they have 

attained authority and reign like kings. He says he wishes they were in this very position of being exalted by 

Christ so that he himself might be exalted likewise, but that it simply isn’t yet the case. I think this is meant to 

indirectly call out the leaders of the Corinthian church for their hypocrisy, contrasting this high position with 

their call as ministers to be servants of Christ and faithful stewards of the gospel (verses 1-2).  

On down in verses 10-13, Paul contrasts the positions of himself and those of the Corinthians. Paul and 

those suffering for Christ are described as fools; weak, hungry, poor, and labored, while those he is writing to 

see themselves as wise, strong, and rich like kings. This reveals a dilemma, as they both claim common 

purposes, but their actions have led to different ends—one of weakness and being treated “like men sentenced 

to death” and the other of strength and prosperity and who have “become kings.” The Corinthians’ views of 

themselves and their view of Paul and his brothers show that their outlook is not informed by the wisdom of 

Christ, but the wisdom of man (Hodge). It seems as if they are deceived by themselves.  

Let’s take a moment and consider these two characters who both proclaim Christ. After reading this, I 

ask myself questions. Where do I fall on this issue? Am I more like Paul or the Corinthians? Which category 

does the church fall into today? Is this based on actual circumstances or is it based on our hearts and minds? I 

think that a person’s position and possessions can be many, yet that same person could be weak, humble, 

hungry, and full of labor so that they are true and faithful servants of Christ. This is an issue of the heart, and the 

Lord “will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. (1 Cor. 

4:5)” Yet in Philippians 3:8-10, Paul writes that he counts all things loss so that he may be found in Christ 

through a righteousness that is by grace through faith from God. I think this is an important point of discussion 

and time for us to examine our hearts against the Word of the Lord.  

 

4:14-21 – I believe that Paul writes in this fashion not to “shame” the church, but to wake them up from their 

blindness to their own pride and deception. In verse 15, Paul establishes his authority to correct them. Christ 

used him to draw them to himself with the true gospel, which they are straying from in their divisions. Now, if 

you’re like me, this seems to be a bit contradictory, as Paul claims his right to admonish them based on his past 

proclamation of the gospel that led to their conversion. It seems as if Paul is getting “a little too big for his 



17 

britches,” to put it into Alabama terms. This seems even more so after verse 16 where Paul urges them to 

imitate him.  

However, I believe that Paul is not in sin nor is he like the people he is admonishing because Paul is 

imitating Christ and is being a faithful steward of the gospel. He is not using his position for his own gain and 

glory, but for the good of the Corinthian church and the glory of Christ. As he has mentioned earlier in the text, 

he is weak, poor, hungry, and full of labor – all for Christ. The willingness to suffer for Christ shows his 

commitment to remaining faithful to Christ in all things and to not wavering from the one true gospel.  

As the chapter ends in verses 18-21, Paul addresses the idea that he is afraid to come to them, as some 

have thought beforehand, by explaining again his commitment to God’s will over his own, and by committing 

to come to them in accordance with just that.  

 I am thankful to the Lord for his Word and that it stands the tests of time. I am thankful for its power to 

pierce our hearts and bring us to the knowledge of our savior. And finally, I am thankful for our church body 

remaining faithful to the true gospel. My prayer is that each one of our members will remain in Christ as he 

remains in us, that our hearts and minds will be sanctified according to his Word, and that Christ will be 

glorified and magnified in all that we do.  

 

 

The Main Point 

Paul leverages his fatherly position with the Corinthians and his commitment to serving Christ to expose 

the pride and sin in the Corinthian church, revealing to them their reliance on man and their puffed up view of 

themselves that is contrary to the servant-hearted life Christ has called us to live. He does so not to shame them, 

but to gently restore them to the true gospel through which they came to the knowledge of their savior, Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 1 Corinthians 1:10-30 – Paul writes to the church to identify one of their problems, which is division 

amongst people based on their preferred apostle. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 – No one knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit, so no one can judge 

another’s heart, except the Lord. Likewise, one can only know the mysteries of God through the Spirit of 

God. 

• 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 – Paul again calls out the Corinthians’ hypocrisy in having divisions amongst the 

church, explaining that none of them are anything in and of themselves. It is God, who gives faith and 

growth. 

• Philippians 3:8-10 – Paul writes here that he counts all as loss so that he may gain Christ, sharing in his 

sufferings and becoming like him in his death.  

• Matthew 7:1-2 – The measure by which you judge will be the standard by which you are judged. We 

should not look on others condescendingly. The standard by which we are judged is that decided by our 

perfectly Holy God. 

• Romans 12:3 – As in 1 Corinthians 4, Paul writes that we cannot boast in anything because we were 

given our faith, and anything else we boast about is the wisdom of man that is sin. He also says to be 

sober in our self judgment, only thinking of ourselves as highly as the faith God has given us. 
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Week 5 
1 Corinthians 5:1-6:11 – Living in Sincerity and Truth: Church Discipline and Lawsuits Against 

Believers 

By Harvey Edwards IV 

 

Introduction  

Has anyone ever prejudged you as a stereotype? Have you been judged by previous past choices or even 

things beyond your control? Maybe someone has shamed you for your hometown, family, skin color, age, etc. 

We have all experienced being evaluated by our associations. Sometimes it works in our favor, but not usually. 

As unfair as this is at times, it is part of the difficulty of living in a broken world. 

 In this week’s passage, the church at Corinth is being corrected by Paul for how their actions are 

damaging their witness for Christ and endangering the spiritual health of those in their community. The 

Corinthian church has not only accepted behavior by one who calls himself a believer—behavior that even 

pagans in Corinth would reject—but they are boasting in their acceptance of it. This causes a number of 

problems. First, the name of Jesus is besmirched. Their acceptance of sin denies the holiness of God and 

devalues the gift of Jesus’ death on the cross for our sin. Second, the man who is committing this sin in an open 

and unrepentant way demonstrates that he may be deluded in thinking he is a believer. To tolerate this behavior 

keeps this man from examining whether or not he actually knows Jesus and increases the difficulty of his 

restoration. Third, other believers in the church might be drawn into sin because of this acceptance. Paul calls 

the church to discipline this man—and not to protect their own name—but in hopes that this man would turn to 

Jesus and be saved.  

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:11 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How does the concept of church discipline make you feel? How does a biblical understanding of church 

discipline address your or someone else’s concerns about it? 

2. What is the purpose of church discipline? 

3. When Paul addresses lawsuits among believers, he says it would be better to be defrauded than to 

besmirch the name of Jesus. How can we as believers apply this to our lives? 

 

Commentary 

5:1-8 – The church at Corinth was highly influenced by the surrounding culture, and this passage shows it. The 

Corinthian church was boasting in their acceptance of sexual immorality within the church. In what appears to 

be an attempt to differentiate themselves as a more cultured and progressive group of believers, they are 

boasting in sexual sin that Paul said even pagans would not tolerate—a man was sleeping with his father’s wife. 

Paul says they should mourn—not boast, in their acceptance of sin. They should take steps to correct what is 

happening in the body, because how we live as believers says something about what we believe about Jesus. 

Paul instructs the church to remove this man from the fellowship of believers. This is one reason why he writes 

to them. He pronounces judgment on the man and is calling for his removal from the church. Paul is calling for 

church discipline.  
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Church discipline is an often misunderstood concept. Though they are mistaken, many believers, and 

even some unbelievers with a surface knowledge of the Scriptures, say that passing judgment on someone is 

strictly forbidden by Jesus. In an attempt to prove this, many reference the woman in John 8 who is to be stoned 

for committing adultery. In this passage, Jesus stops the people from stoning the woman by saying, “Let him 

who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her” (John 8:7).5 Some believe this means that no 

one who has ever sinned has a right to call out another’s sin. Of key importance to understanding Jesus’ 

comment here is to note that he is talking to an unbeliever. Jesus approaches her as he approaches all sinners, 

with the offer of grace. This grace is available to all who will receive it. The problem is not that the woman’s 

sin is exposed. Her sin will ultimately lead to her demise if she does not turn in repentance to Jesus, because sin 

leads to death. The problem is that the scribes and Pharisees who are going to stone the woman think they are 

accomplishing the will of God by stoning her. Jesus points out that those who would stone her are just as guilty 

as she. It is God’s place to judge sin in this capacity, and he has entrusted the execution of this kind of judgment 

to governing authorities (Romans 13:4). The judgment Paul pronounces is different from this interaction as we 

will see below. Paul is calling for the judgment of the sins of a believer. 

Another passage commonly used to decry judging others’ behaviors is Matthew 7. In Matthew 7:1-3, 

Jesus says, “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and 

with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, 

but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?” Many use this passage in an attempt to silence someone who 

is pointing out sin. However, this pulls these verses out of their context. Jesus continues, “4 Or how can you say 

to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, 

first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye” 

(Matthew 7:4-5). Jesus has no problem with the man pointing out his brother’s sin. But it must be pointed out 

from a right heart with right motivations.  

This is evident in what Jesus says in Matthew 18:15-17, “15 If your brother sins against you, go and tell 

him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does 

not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two 

or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” Sin is to be confronted, particularly within the 

church, but Jesus wants those who do so to have considered the motivations and conditions of their own hearts 

before they do. 

The Bible does not teach a “live and let live” philosophy towards sin. Rather, sin must be dealt with if 

we are to be saved. God has made forgiveness from sin available to us through the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus. He has also empowered us to live by the Spirit in the new life and identity that Jesus has given us, free 

from enslavement to sin. We are to live by the Spirit, putting to death our sinful ways and living according to 

the righteousness God has gifted believers in Jesus. Sin brings death, and we are tasked by Jesus to preach the 

good news of what he has done so that others can believe and be saved. Our lives and actions should show how 

Jesus has saved us and changed us, and they should proclaim that hope is found in him.  

For this reason, we are instructed to preach the gospel—a message that begins with the hard reality that 

we are all sinners in need of grace. We should not apologize for this truth. But it is not our job to judge those 

who are not believers. We present unbelievers with the gospel in hopes that the Lord will save them (just as 

Jesus offers grace to the sinful woman in John 8).  

In contrast, as Paul instructs the Corinthians, we are to pronounce judgment on those who claim to be 

part of God’s people, but whose lives demonstrate that they do not have the Spirit. This man in Corinth is living 

in open, unrepentant sin even as he proclaims to be part of the body of Christ. This is harmful in many ways. 

First, if the man is able to live in unrepentant sin, he appears to be unsaved. When we become believers, we will 

still wrestle with our old sin nature until Christ returns. But that is just it—we will wrestle with it. If someone 

does not wrestle with their sin, it may be that they do not know Jesus. It would not be loving to let them 

continue in the false assumption that they have been changed. The church should bring judgment by removing 

him from fellowship with the body. This is not to be mean, or to make ourselves feel better about our own sin 

 
5 See our commentary on this passage in the study guide on John. 
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struggles, but for the man’s own good. As Paul says, “Deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:5). The reason for judgment is the hope 

of restoration—that the man will feel the reality of his sin and turn in repentance to Jesus and be saved. It is not 

loving to allow unbelievers to convince themselves they are saved. 

In addition, sin that is undealt with is like leaven—it begins to work its way into everything it touches. 

The Corinthian church had begun to convince themselves that tolerance of sexual immorality in their fellowship 

was a thing to be commended. Rather, Paul says they should remember what Christ has accomplished. He was 

sacrificed to cleanse us of sin. We are called to live in light of our new identity out of love for Christ and love 

for others, that our lives might point to the forgiveness and life that is only available in him. To allow 

unrepentant sinners to continue under the guise of being a believer does harm to them, to the church body, and 

to the witness of Jesus and his life-changing power. The church should discipline the unrepentant person who 

claims to be a believer by barring them from fellowship until they are repentant. Remember, the goal is 

restoration. 

 

5:9-13 – Paul’s instructions are to pronounce judgment on those who call themselves believers but whose lives 

demonstrate a pattern of unrepentant sin. The Corinthians should not even associate with one who claims to be a 

believer but lives in unrepentant sin. Paul is not saying that the Corinthians should not associate with sinners. In 

order to live that way, believers would have to leave this world. Paul expects unbelievers to be unrepentant 

sinners because they are enslaved to their sin, just like we were before Christ set us free. We aren’t meant to 

judge outsiders (it is God’s place to bring consequences on unbelievers for their sins, not ours); we are to point 

them to Jesus. In contrast, we are to judge those who claim to be part of the church and cast them out of 

fellowship if they continue in unrepentant sin. We are to avoid associating with someone who calls himself 

“brother” in hopes that he might turn in faith to Jesus from his life marked by unrepentant sin. 

 

6:1-11 – How we live as believers says something to the world about what we believe about Jesus. And where 

we go to settle our disputes with other believers says something about where we think ultimate authority lies. 

Paul says that believers should settle their disputes amongst themselves. Paul says that the saints will judge the 

world and angels in the time to come. How can the Corinthians not think that the things of this world are trivial 

compared to that? Rather than solving their problems inside the church, they seek unbelievers to settle their 

disputes. Paul says in doing so, they have already suffered a defeat. This belittles the name of Jesus. The 

Corinthians wrong and defraud their own brothers. Instead, believers should be willing to suffer wrong or be 

defrauded rather than besmirch the name of Christ. 

 Paul reminds them of the righteousness God requires. He says, “9 Or do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 5:9-10). These things should not mark 

believers, because those who have trusted in Jesus have been made new. This is what Paul reminds them of as 

he encourages them to live according to their calling. He says in verse 11, “11 And such were some of you. But 

you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 

of our God.” The point is not to work for salvation, or to look down on unbelievers, but to remind believers of 

the forgiveness received in Jesus and the new life we are now freed to live in the Spirit.  

 

 

The Main Point 

How we live our lives says something to others about what we value. If we claim to be believers in 

Jesus, yet behave in ways inconsistent with who he is making his people to be, we besmirch that name of Jesus. 

For this reason, we are meant to help guard the church and its witness through church discipline and through 

how we settle disputes amongst ourselves. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 
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• Matthew 7:1-5 – Jesus discusses the way we approach confronting others. 

• Matthew 18:15-20 – Jesus discusses how sin should be dealt with when a church member is 

unrepentant 

• John 8:1-116 – Jesus shows grace to a woman caught in adultery. 

  

 
6 Again, see our comment on this passage in the John study guide. 
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Week 6 
1 Corinthians 6:12 – 7:16 – Sexual Immorality and Instructions for Marriage  

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 You may have been told by someone before “You don’t have a soul. You are a soul; you have a body.” 

Worse still, they may have even attributed such a thought to C.S. Lewis. The problem with this is—first of all 

that—C.S. Lewis never said that, and—second—it is not a biblical view of the Christian body and soul. Before 

you file this train of thought into a mental category marked “Theological minutiae that only lonely nerds think 

about,” bear with me. Whether or not you realize it, there is an ideological assault on the nature of the human 

body. Everywhere we look in popular culture and politics, this is evident asking questions such as: Can a human 

being reassign their physical gender identity?, Should an expectant mother have the right to terminate her 

pregnancy?, What is sex and who (gender, age, number of partners, marital status, etc.) can participate?, and 

When should a person have the right to end their life on their own terms?” 

When these questions are asked from an unbiblical worldview, they carry with them the assumption that 

the body is of little to no importance in its relationship to the self/person/consciousness. When we think about 

ourselves in such a way (as having an authentic self that is merely housed in a human shell), it leaves us with a 

fractured, fragmented view of what human beings really are.7 In his growing list of clarifications and rebukes, 

the apostle Paul confronts the idea growing among the Corinthians that their body is an unimportant component 

of who they are and how—in their context—this idea was causing harm.   

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:12 – 7:16 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. In an age where autonomy is king, what does the Bible teach us about our bodies in terms of who they 

are for and what their chief purpose is?  

2. What is God’s view of sex—is it a good or bad thing? What is the purpose of sex in this passage and 

why is it so vital for married couples? 

3. What should Christians think about divorce when they filter it through the redemptive intentionality of 

the gospel? 

 

Commentary 

6:12-20 – When we read the words “All things are lawful for me,” we should understand that Paul is likely 

referencing and confronting prominent ideas of their day. These are probably not creedal statements, but 

statements that the Corinthians would have adopted as they filtered their theology through the culture in which 

they lived (always a dangerous practice). These are not dissimilar from statements that we often hear in our own 

day: “My body, my choice,” or “I was born this way.” Paul confronts these slogans because, while what they 

were saying was true in a certain sense—God will forgive any sin a believer commits, no matter what—the 

 

7 Pearcey, Nancy. 2019. Love Thy Body: Answering Hard Questions about Life and Sexuality. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 
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Corinthians were abusing their freedom. In so doing, they were revealing their bondage as slaves to their sin, 

rather than operating in the freedom they boasted of.  

 In speaking of food, the slogan’s argument is trying to justify their sinful, physical appetites. It would 

sound something like this: “Because I have a physical desire for something (sex)—and this physical desire is 

part of how God made me—why should I deny myself of satiating that desire? How could it be wrong? After 

all, it’s just my body that’s affected, not my soul.” Paul’s argument against this idea does not confront their 

premise, but their conclusion. The stomach does not exist for food, and the body does not exist for sex—both 

exist for the Lord and the Lord for the body. All that God has given us exists to bring him glory. When we 

pursue sinful things, we are not glorifying or worshipping God; we are serving ourselves.  

 Furthermore, in speaking of the resurrection here (v.14), he reminds the Corinthians of the importance of 

the body. Christian teaching does not teach a frivolity of the human body, but rather a respect and reverence for 

it. After all, Christ was raised in a physical body and maintains his physical body, which is a preview and 

foretaste for the believer of what will be ours when we are resurrected in the last day. Our concept of heaven 

should not be that we are merely spiritual beings that will float around like ghosts for all of eternity. We will be 

raised to new and perfect physical bodies that we will be forever joined to in the new heaven.  

Therefore, the body matters, and what we do with our body matters. Because of this, believers should 

not join their bodies to a prostitute, nor should they engage in any form of sexual immorality. Sexual immorality 

has a unique ability to harm and damage a human being because it is a sin against their own body. Now, Paul is 

not saying that our bodies will forever be marred and eternally damaged by the sinful decisions we make in 

them now (as if God could not redeem us from these things in this life or the next); he’s saying that the 

foundation for the Corinthians’ sexual libertinism is unfounded because the body is not a detached, temporary 

shell to house our true self. Rather it is something that is of eternal significance. Lastly, and of primary 

importance, Paul undergirds his argument in this stated idea: You don’t belong to you. As a Christian, you 

belong to God. How you use your body should be about bringing God glory, not satisfying your lusts—sexual 

or otherwise.  

 

7:1-7 – Chapter 7 begins with Paul referencing a letter he received from the Corinthian church (probably a letter 

he received from them in response to a letter he sent them, which would make 1 Corinthians at least his second 

letter to them, though only his first letter to them preserved as Scripture given to the church). It would seem that 

the best explanation for the sentence, “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman,” is that 

this was a conclusion some of the Corinthians had reached from what Paul had written them. As with many 

other theological issues, it seems that there are two great errors: legalism and licentiousness. Paul has already 

addressed one error that a misunderstanding of the human body can lead to by telling the Corinthians to flee 

sexual immorality. Now, he combats an ascetic view of sex (legalism) where the Corinthians had wrongfully 

concluded that, if sexual immorality is such a problem and our physical bodies are bad in and of themselves, 

then maybe we should just avoid sex altogether.  

Considering that the church knew Paul was himself unmarried and preaching against sexual immorality, 

this view makes sense. They may have thought Paul was calling people to a celibate lifestyle. Paul addresses 

this in verse 7 (and expands on this topic in the verses that follow), stating that the way that God gifts people is 

different and unique. He has the gift of celibacy, but not all do. Paul does not see celibacy as a good idea for 

people who are married, nor do any of his comments hint that to remain celibate apart from having the gift of 

celibacy to be a pathway toward a higher plane of Christian maturity.  

Verses 1-7 have much to say about sex within Christian marriage. Rather than trying to parse these 

things out verse by verse, what follows is a list of observations:  

- There is an affirmation of the male/female breakdown of Christian marriage. Nowhere in the pages 

of the Bible does God affirm or allow homosexuality as a permissible practice among Christians; it 

repeatedly condemns it.  

- The sexual rights each spouse has to their spouses’ body are mutually described. Nowhere is the 

male or the female favored in what Paul says. Sex is not a masculine desire that women are to put up 

with, but both are shown as having sexual desires for one another that are good. 
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- The sexual rights each spouse has to their spouses’ body does not mean that they are permitted to 

demand or physically force things of their spouse.  

- By stating that spouses should not deprive one another of sexual intimacy, Paul indicates that to 

abstain from sex within marriage is a mutual deprivation of a need your spouse has.  

-  The sex Paul has in mind deepens the couple’s intimacy and brings God glory. It is not a pressure 

release to satisfy their individual lusts. The best sex is holy sex. 

- Because sex within marriage helps protect Christians from sexual immorality there may be times 

when it is wise and good for a wife or husband to answer the sexual ‘call’ of their spouse when they 

do not particularly feel like it. This does not mean that when a spouse commits sexual immorality it 

is because of a sexual failure of their wife or husband. No one can blame their spouse for their 

personal sexual sin. 

- The only concession that Paul makes for abstaining from sex in marriage (v.5-6) is a temporary 

abstention that is for the purpose of prayer and devotion to Christ. He does not give this as a 

command to be practiced, but as the single reason why he thinks regular sexual intimacy could be 

halted as a Christian marital practice. Regular sex is not to be withheld for reasons such as 

manipulation or retaliation. Rather, as an expression of intimacy between a husband and a wife, sex 

should be regularly celebrated.  

- Paul nowhere here mentions procreation as he discusses sex. The purpose for sex that he here 

describes has to do with the spouses’ desire for one another. 

 

It’s important to remember that Paul is trying to teach the Corinthians that abstaining from sex is not an 

act of Christian maturity. He is encouraging them to enjoy what God has created for its intended purpose. These 

verses should be encouraging married believers, they’re not to be forcefully wielded as a tool to demand 

anything from your spouse. 

Taking all of these things together in Paul’s discussion of sex within marriage, we should see the picture 

that the Bible consistently paints of sex. In the right context (a man and wife joined in marriage), sex is a 

beautiful, powerful gift from God with a good and holy purpose. Sex is not a result of the fall. It is not 

something that Christians should abstain from to gain maturity in Christ. It is a gift from God, meant to be 

enjoyed frequently within the right and proper context both to combat the temptation for sexual immorality, and 

to join and unite a man and woman together, deepening their relationship.  

 

7:8-16 – Paul now speaks directly to people in his situation—the ESV translates this as “unmarried and 

widows,” though there is good reason to understand this as “widowers and widows.” Paul himself may have 

been a widower, though the Scriptures do not indicate anything for certain. In saying it is better to marry than to 

burn with passion, Paul is not saying that marriage is for people who can’t keep their hands to themselves. He’s 

instructing Christians that, while celibacy is a good gift given to some by God, marriage is a good and holy 

alternative for people who are currently consumed by sexual desires and are sinning. If your spouse has died, 

this is not an excuse to pursue sexual lusts. Instead, you may remarry. 

Verses 10-16 are hard for many to read. Divorce and separation are difficult topics for the church to 

address because of how prevalent the issue exists in our culture. When reading texts that speak to divorce (or 

any text in Scripture), it’s helpful to ask questions that provide context to the purpose of the teaching. For these 

verses, we should ask, “Why is Paul addressing divorce here with the Corinthians?” It would appear the answer 

is specifically whether or not “mixed” marriages of believer and unbeliever should be maintained or dissolved.  

Paul next speaks to marriages that are made up of two believers. Consistent with the whole of Biblical 

teaching on marriage, Paul upholds that it is never God’s design or ideal for marriages to end in divorce. 

Because the heart of the Christian gospel is reconciliation, reconciliation is always the ideal situation where 

spouses have separated. This is why he does not permit remarriage for believers who have separated. “If the 

Christian husband and wife cannot be reconciled to one another, then how can they expect to become models of 

reconciliation before a fractured and broken world?”8  

 
8 Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, 328.  
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But what if one spouse in a marriage has heard and believed the gospel and the other remains unsaved? 

In verses 12-16, Paul addresses this issue. If the unbelieving spouse consents to live with the believing spouse, 

there is no reason why they should seek to separate from them. Based on the passage in its whole, there is also 

no reason to abstain from a continued sexual relationship with them. There is nothing about the unbelieving 

spouse that will make the believing spouse unholy or defiled. Much to the contrary, by the continued witness of 

the believing spouse to the unbelieving spouse, it is very possible that, in time, they may also come to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ (or as the passage puts it be “made holy”). Likewise, their children are not defiled by 

being the fruit of an unbelieving parent; they are being raised in a household where they are under continued 

influence of someone who walks daily in the grace of the Lord Jesus.  

As a final point, Paul notes that—should the opposite occur, and the unbelieving spouse decide that they 

no longer wish to remain married—the believer is not enslaved and bound to the marriage. They are free to 

allow the divorce to move forward. Paul does not comment on whether or not they are free to remarry, because 

that is not the issue he is addressing. Gordon Fee is helpful in his summary of this passage:  

 

This passage has regularly been consulted in the church for an ongoing concern—divorce and 

remarriage. But this contemporary issue is so complex, and the individual cases so diverse, that this text 

with its singular focus on maintaining mixed marriages (but allowing them to dissolve if the nonbeliever 

initiates the action) does not offer much help. It certainly would be an injustice to make it apodictic law 

(“Thou shalt or shalt not”); on the other hand, one should exercise due caution in using it casuistically 

(case by case). Our situation is usually made more complex because our concerns are often the precise 

opposite of some of the believers in Corinth, which caused this to be written in the first place. They 

wanted to dissolve marriages; we want to know whether remarriage is permitted… The real point of the 

passage needs to be given a fair hearing. When a married man or woman hears and responds to the call 

of the gospel, but the wife or husband does not—at least at the same time—let the new believer consider 

the spouse sanctified, that is, also set apart for the gospel. And then let the believer so live that in due 

time they might “save” their wife or husband. That at least is the Good News this passage sets before the 

world. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Our bodies are not unimportant components of our “self,” and therefore how we use our bodies matters. 

Believers should flee sexual immorality of any kind and utilize the good and holy gift of Christian marriage as a 

means both to safeguard against sexual immorality and to bear witness to one another and the world.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 2:18-25 – How God’s people are meant to think about marriage. 

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4 – Divorce laws God gave to govern his people in the Old Testament. 

• Matthew 19:1-12 – Jesus’ commentary on marriage/divorce, includes references to two passages above. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:1-49 - Paul’s teaching on the resurrection and the resurrection body, which shows the 

continued meaningfulness of the physical body. 
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Week 7 
1 Corinthians 7:17-40 – Remaining as You Are   

By Rand Nelson 

 

Introduction 

 I was in my senior year of college when I started dating Carolyn, who is now my wife. Dating is weird 

because it’s kind of an undefined, indefinite relationship with nothing really to look forward to except the next 

date. Once we got engaged, everything changed because we were constantly looking to the future when we 

would one day be married. “When we’re married, we’ll be on the same insurance and share a bank account. 

When we’re married, we won’t have to say goodbye at bedtime. When we’re married…”  

 After we got married, I still had a semester left in my undergrad degree. I took the most boring literature 

class I had ever been in: Romantic Poetry. I used to sit in the back of that class and beg time to move quicker. I 

just wanted to be done with Coleridge, Wordsworth and Shelley. I just wanted to graduate. I’d sit in the back of 

that class and think, “When I graduate, I won’t have to study anymore. When I graduate, I’ll have more free 

time on my hands (what a joke). When I graduate, life will be easier.”  

 This thought has repeated in my life over and over again. “When I get my driver’s license… When I 

graduate seminary… When the baby finally gets here… When I finally pay down this debt… When the 

pandemic is over…”  All of these have been preoccupying thoughts that have caused me great anxiety and kept 

me from potential progress in other areas. “When ______ happens, then I’ll be able to ______” is a personal 

formula that focuses our attention on the wrong thing. As Christians, the light and hope we have already been 

given in Christ should illuminate and bring joy to even the darkest circumstances. This doesn’t mean that we 

can’t seek to improve our circumstances; it just means that our circumstances need not put off our ability to 

glorify God wherever we are. So, get that degree, pay off that debt when you’re able to, get married and have 

tons of babies—but don’t fall into the trap of believing that your life needs to hurdle the next milestone to have 

significance.  

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-40 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is the current “When ______ happens, then” that you’re holding on to?  

2. Why do we struggle so much being content with our circumstances? What are things this passage 

teaches us about how to remain content, regardless of where life takes us? 

3. In what ways can we seek to remain singularly devoted to the Lord, regardless of our status in society as 

married/single, free/bound, etc.? 

 

Commentary 

7:17-24 – Paul continues and summarizes his view on marriage (covered in last week’s discussion guide) by 

expanding on the topic to include other areas. Here he gives a general principle: Let each person lead the life 

that the Lord has assigned to him and to which God has called him. Believers can be encouraged that God is not 

up in heaven having lost track of his children, wondering how you got yourself into your current mess. No, your 

circumstances are not random or solely based on the sum of your previous decisions; they have been assigned to 

you by a sovereign God who has called you to glorify Him in them.  
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 Paul will give two areas of society and culture that need not change just because one has come to know 

the Lord. The first is circumcision. Once a very important sign of the old covenant, circumcision is no longer 

required for believers nor is it a sign of a more mature believer. His charge is for the believers to remain as they 

are—circumcised or uncircumcised. This does not mean that circumcision is sinful, but that it will not avail you 

any spiritual advantage to become circumcised if you aren’t or to “remove the marks of circumcision” if you 

have already been circumcised. The believer is free to remain as they are. The same is true with the status of 

one’s freedom. If a believer was a bondservant, they should remain such. If the believer was free, they should 

not sell themselves into servitude. 

 The principle for both cases is simple and well framed by verse 24, “In whatever condition each was 

called, there let him remain with God.” You don’t need to dissolve your marriage (v.1-16), pursue 

religious/physical changes to your body or improve your position in the social hierarchy to achieve a higher 

level of spirituality. Wherever you are and however you have come to God (socially, culturally, economically), 

God is Lord of your circumstances. Remain there with him.  

In addition to writing Amazing Grace, John Newton also wrote a hymn called How Tedious and 

Tasteless the Hours. The third verse captures this thought well:  

 

Content with beholding His face, my all to His pleasure resigned, 

No changes of seasons or place would make any change in my mind. 

While blest with a sense of His love, a palace a toy would appear; 

And prisons would palaces prove, If Jesus would dwell with me there. 

 

 This is a difficult teaching in our culture, which champions upward mobility in all things. Being content 

in your circumstances almost seems to be an expression of laziness to people with higher aspirations. This can 

cause us to feel as though our lives lack importance, that our testimony lacks power, that the mundane bits of 

our life lack significance—but the good news of this passage is that the bondservant can glorify God with his 

life as much as the freedman can. Maybe you feel like you’re just a stay-at-home mom, you’re just a lower-level 

employee, or you’re just a church member. Your creator hasn’t made you just anything. He’s intentionally knit 

you together and called you to a specific set of circumstances over which he has ultimate control. Paul’s point is 

not that you are forbidden to seek a change in your circumstances, but don’t obsess over changing your 

circumstances; remain with him where you are and glorify him there.  

 

7:25-31 – The principle Paul has already laid out extends to those who are “betrothed,” or those who are 

engaged and not yet married. When Paul says that he is giving something that is not a command from the Lord 

but is trustworthy, he is giving advice. He is giving the Corinthians a general principle for wise practice in their 

context that is not sinful to ignore. He again champions the ideas of remaining the way you are. If you’re 

married, don’t seek to be free; if you’re single, don’t seek a wife—and either way you choose to go with it, you 

haven’t sinned.  

 The reasons for this advice stem from what Paul refers to as “the present distress” and his desire to spare 

them from “worldly troubles.” The Bible is not clear as to what exactly Paul is referring to. It could very well be 

that he’s referring to the coming Christian persecution that would happen a relatively short time later. We don’t 

know for certain, but the principle can still be applied—perhaps in times of intense warfare, plague, persecution 

or famine, it is wise to put off marrying. Speculation here may not be profitable. However, even in these 

circumstances it is not sinful to marry. Paul is simply sharing a pastoral concern for the welfare of his church. 

This is why it can be categorized as advice, rather than a command. 

 When Paul calls the believers to live as if their reality was not their reality, he’s not telling married 

people to divorce, mourning/rejoicing people to ignore their emotions, and merchants to sell their businesses. 

He’s trying to remind them that life is short and that these things do not define us. These things are not to get in 

the way of honoring God or in any way reduce our affection for Him. We should guard ourselves from being 

swept up into things that lack eternal value, because this world is passing away.  
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7:32-35 – Many texts in the Bible call the husband to faithfully love and serve his wife (Ephesians 5, for 

example). So, Paul is not saying that the husband being concerned with how to please his wife is an evil thing.  I 

don’t think I fully grasped the meaning of these verses until I got married, and I was interested in an overseas 

mission trip that would have put me far from my wife for a fairly lengthy extent of time in an area that was 

hostile to the gospel. As a single man, I think I would have gone, but as a married man, I felt myself pulled in 

two different (and good) directions. My interests were divided. In speaking this way of both husbands and 

wives and their divided interests, Paul is encouraging the believers in Corinth to consider remaining unmarried 

so that they can guarantee their interests remain solely fixed on God. His ultimate point is not that married 

people are a lost cause to the kingdom of God, but that devotion to the Lord is a more challenging thing to 

secure if you are married. Whether believers get married or remain single, devotion to the Lord is to be their 

aim.  

 

7:36-40 – Paul knows that hearing this may change the minds of some of the Corinthians. Perhaps there were 

some who were currently engaged to be married, and the bride/bridegroom was struggling with Paul’s argument 

for single life. He addresses these people and tells them that it is not sinful for them to follow their passions for 

one another and get married. The man or woman who decides in their freedom to remain single and celibate will 

also do well. In fact, Paul claims on the basis of what he’s already said (“the present distress” (v. 26) and 

securing an undivided devotion to the Lord (v.35)) that the unmarried man will do even better.  

 His last word here is to married women, and it seems to repeat some of what he has already stated. 

Married women are bound to their husbands as long as they live. Should their husband die, they are free to 

remarry, but he believes—for the reasons stated in this text (and last week’s text)—that she will be happier to 

remain unmarried.  

 Throughout much of this discussion, Paul has owned that not everything he is saying is a command—

some of his statements are to be taken as advice and generally wise principles. Here as a parting thought to this 

conversation, Paul reminds them that he too has the Spirit of God within him, teaching him and giving him 

wisdom. While many of these thoughts are his preference or his opinion, his opinion should not be neglected as 

one who has no expertise. There is much wisdom here.  

 

 

The Main Point 

Regardless of the circumstances believers find themselves in, they are able to honor God and please him 

with their lives. Rather than being overly preoccupied with changing their circumstances, Christians should take 

comfort in God’s plan for their life and seek to please him where they are.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Ephesians 5 – Paul forbids sexual immorality and gives instruction for Christian marriages 

• Galatians 3:23-29 – Because the gospel transcends social and cultural distinctions, Christians can 

remain where they are without feeling the need to improve their standing in order to come to Christ. 

• Galatians 6:15 – Circumcision counts for nothing, but only a new creation.  

•  2 Corinthians 6:2-10, Philippians 4:10-13 – Believers can rejoice and endure any circumstances 

because of their relationship with Christ.  
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Week 8 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 – Food Offered to Idols and the Christian Conscience 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

 We have all probably had to ask ourselves at one point, “How much should I let other people’s views 

determine how I should act?” At times the question might be over matters that, for many of us, may seem 

relatively harmless, such as whether it is okay to read books with magic in them, such as Lord of the Rings and 

Harry Potter. Other times, the issues may seem more impactful, such as whether one can or should watch a 

certain movie that contains mature elements such as language or violence. Then there are those highly divisive 

and often contentious issues like whether it is okay for a Christian to drink alcohol (without getting drunk, of 

course). Ultimately, as Christians, some of the major concerns behind these questions are how others will 

interpret our actions and whether our actions might cause another Christian to do something sinful and stumble.  

Take alcohol for example. Within Scripture, there is no universal prohibition against the act of drinking 

itself. Yet Scripture does place limits on drinking, particularly not to get drunk (“And do not get drunk with 

wine…” – Ephesians 5:8). We might conclude from this, “So I shouldn’t get drunk, but I can drink and that’s 

fine.” However, let’s imagine one (among many other) hypothetical scenarios that could complicate this 

statement. Pretend you are at a family dinner and one of your family members in attendance struggles with 

alcoholism. Should you take advantage of your right to drink in such a situation? After all, drinking in 

moderation is not sinful, in and of itself, right? But could your actions be sinful in this context? Is taking 

advantage of your right to drink the loving thing to do? 

As Christians in our contemporary context, we have to wrestle with questions like these, not just with 

alcohol, but with other issues as well. In this passage, Paul offers up instructions to the Corinthians about 

whether it is right to eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols. What we will see is that Paul is concerned not 

just with knowledge in this situation, but with love. He will urge the Corinthians to adapt their behavior and 

actions out of love for their Christian brothers and sisters when doing so will prevent these Christians from 

stumbling into sin. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What does it mean to cause another Christian to stumble? 

2. How do we navigate contentious and divisive issues in such a way that we do not stray into legalism 

(adding to the law) or antinomianism (subtracting from the law; the belief that there are no moral laws 

God expects Christians to obey)?  

3. Can you think of any activities or issues today that might cause a Christian with a weaker conscience on 

that issue to stumble? 

4. How do you know when or if some area of Christian freedom you enjoy is or could be a stumbling block 

to a Christian with a weaker conscience on that issue? 

 

 

Commentary 
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8:1-6 – In chapters 8-10 (and the first verse of chapter 11), Paul now turns to questions raised about food. As 

we read this section and chapter, we should keep in mind that Paul is writing to a particular group of Christians 

in a particular location at a particular time. There are times where Paul’s instructions will be universal and part 

of God’s teaching for all Christians for all times. There are other times where these instructions may be limited 

to a certain group of people in a certain time, such as many of the Mosaic laws about food given to the 

Israelites. Throughout all of these times, we can learn valuable lessons about how we ought to live as Christians 

and we can extract general principles from examples even if the specific issues and instructions are not direct 

correlations to the ones we face today. As we read Scripture, we should always be careful to determine whether 

an instruction or command is universal and binding for us today or if it was situational and binding only for a 

certain time for a certain people.  

 With that said, Paul’s writing here is addressing a specific set of issues that greatly impacted the 

Corinthian church but probably doesn’t impact many of us today. The set of issues concerned food, specifically 

that which was sacrificed to idols. In Corinth specifically, and other cities more broadly, it was common for 

pagan temples to offer animals in sacrifice to a god (or gods) and then sell off the leftover meat to local butcher 

shops and marketplaces. Leftover meat was also sometimes served in dining rooms in the temple for dinner 

parties and other group gatherings. As we learn about the Corinthian church and its members, we come to 

understand that many of them were wealthy, well-connected to society, and would probably have been 

accustomed to attending the pagan temple for dinner parties and other social events. Many of the Corinthians 

would also be coming from a background where they once worshiped and even sacrificed animals to these false 

idols and gods. Many questions arose from these issues. If a Corinthian believer was invited to a meal at the 

pagan temple, were they allowed to go and should they go? Were they allowed to buy and eat meat sold in the 

marketplace if it may have been offered to an idol? If a nonbeliever invited them to their house and served meat 

that may have been offered to an idol, should they accept or reject or simply abstain from the meat? These 

issues were of great importance to the Corinthians and there was some measure of disagreement over how to 

resolve them.  

So what does Paul have to say about this? First, Paul addresses the fact that some of the Corinthians 

have knowledge on this issue but he also warns them to be cautious and humble in their knowledge because 

“knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” Paul’s major concern is not only about just being correct and right 

when it comes to questions of how Christians ought to live. Paul’s major concern is that we would exhibit love 

and seek to build and edify one another instead of tearing each other down. Paul is not saying that there are 

unknowable truths or implying in any way that correct knowledge and love will contradict each other. Instead, I 

think Paul means to warn us that we can be correct in our knowledge but often run the risk of not trying to apply 

that knowledge or share that knowledge in a loving way. There are certainly times where we must be firm in our 

convictions and stand against false teaching, deception, and other problems. However, we are always to be a 

people characterized by love as God defines love (and not necessarily in the way the world defines love). The 

point of knowledge is not to make ourselves look bigger but rather to live in accordance with God’s will for our 

lives and to point others to Christ.  

When it comes to gaining knowledge and wisdom on the issues in our lives, we must always seek such 

things from God and from His word. Proverbs 1:7 states, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 

fools despise wisdom and instruction.” We should also be humble to realize that we never have full knowledge 

and wisdom on all the issues, so Paul says in verse 2 that “if anyone imagines that he knows something, he does 

not yet know as he ought to know.” We can absolutely progress in our knowledge of the truth. However, we 

must be careful that we do not become conceited, puffed up, and arrogant in the process because our knowledge 

in this life will always remain incomplete and partial. 

Paul then states that “if anyone loves God, he is known by God” (v. 3). This wonderful truth reminds us 

that God knows those who belong to Him and also challenges us to be people who love God. We cannot love 

God without also loving one another and seeking to build each other up. As we read in 1 John 4:7-8, “Beloved, 

let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” In a future letter to the Corinthians, Paul reminds 

them, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 
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Corinthians 5:17). As Paul addresses the issue of food, he is clear that he wants the Corinthians to keep love for 

God, love for neighbor, and the spiritual reality that they are a new creation at the forefront of their mind.  

In verses 4-6, Paul shares his agreement with the Corinthians who have knowledge that “an idol has no 

real existence” and “there is no God but one…. the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist,” 

and “one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.” Paul’s emphasis here is 

to clearly state that Christians worship one God, they do not worship false gods and false idols, and that idols 

and so-called gods and lords do not have any real power in comparison to the Lord. Therefore, Paul implies that 

eating food sacrificed to idols is not wrong because we know that the food is from God and belongs to God. In 

chapter 10, Paul instructs the Corinthians to “eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any 

question on the ground of conscience. For ‘the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof’” (1 Corinthians 

10:25-26; Paul’s quotation from Psalm 24:1). So, at first glance, Paul seems quite clearly to be saying that the 

Corinthians can eat meat sacrificed to idols and they are in the clear. 

 

8:7-13 – However, Paul then quickly adds a qualifying statement to this remark: “However, not all possess this 

knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as if really offered to an idol, and their 

conscience, being weak, is defiled” (v. 7). So we must not hastily interpret Paul in this passage to be saying that 

all Corinthian Christians can now begin eating meat sacrificed to an idol in every venue or that they can 

continue to attend events in the pagan temple and everything will be fine and dandy. Instead, Paul will give 

some qualifying remarks in the next couple of chapters to give a fuller picture of the issue and demonstrate how 

Christians ought to live. This reminds us that context is important and we should always read Scripture by 

considering the passages before, the passages after, and the whole counsel of Scripture from Genesis to 

Revelation.  

Paul makes clear that the eating of food, particularly meat, will not earn us any righteousness or favor 

with God and neither will abstaining from the food. He then warns the Corinthians to be careful that they do not 

make their right to eat the meat a “stumbling block” for those Corinthians whose consciences were troubled by 

such actions. The Greek word for “stumbling block” in this passage refers to something like a stone in a 

pathway, an obstacle that causes progress to be hindered and causes people to trip. As we consider our actions, 

we should be careful that we are not causing others to trip and stumble and thus hindering their progress. Paul 

asks the Corinthians to consider that if they eat in a pagan temple, a believer whose conscience is troubled by 

their former association with idols and idol worship may then conclude that they ought to also eat meat 

sacrificed to idols and attend events at the pagan temple even though to do so would cause them to betray their 

own conscience. Paul delicately balances the fact that eating meat is not sinful with the fact that knowingly 

troubling another believer in their conscience is sinful, because to do so is to act in selfishness as opposed to 

acting in a self-denying love that seeks to build up.   

Ultimately, Paul urges the “strong” Corinthians to be considerate of the “weak” Corinthians. The 

“strong” Christians were those who knew the idol was nothing and ate the food without their conscience being 

troubled. The “weak” Corinthians were those whose conscience was troubled by the eating of meat and the 

attendance in pagan temples because they still wrestled with their former association of worshiping and 

sacrificing to these idols and false gods. Paul concludes, “therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 

never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble” (v. 10). Later in chapter 10, he states, “‘All things are lawful,’ 

but not all things are helpful. ‘All things are lawful’, but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, 

but the good of his neighbor” (1 Corinthians 10:23-24). Paul then urges the Corinthians to “be imitators of me, 

as I am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). The message here is clear: we should be willing to forsake that which 

we may have liberty to do if it means that we build each other up and not cause each other to stumble. The 

guiding principle in our lives is to glorify God in all things (see 1 Corinthians 10:31) and to serve others in such 

a way that we can help them to see Christ and to trust in Christ (see 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 and 10:32-33).  

Today, very few of us probably wrestle with this issue in the same way the Corinthians did and we are 

very unlikely to do so unless we visit a culture where pagan temples and worship to false gods and idols is 

common. So what can we take away from this passage that would still be applicable to us today? I think a 

general principle we can gather from this passage is that we ought to consider whether our actions are done out 

of selfishness or out of love. A right action done out of selfishness is no longer a right action (and a wrong 
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action done with good intentions is still a wrong action). I think another general principle is that we should be 

willing to give up things, even if only for a time or in certain situations, if we know that those things may 

present an obstacle to ministry to someone, such as abstaining from pork around a Muslim or a Jew. I think we 

also see Paul in the next chapter offer up some personal examples and applications of this principle in his own 

life and ministry.  

I do think, however, we should be careful in all of this that we do not try to bind other’s consciences and 

make absolute statements about what others must do just because we have strong opinions in one particular 

area. This leads us to the error of legalism. At the same time, what one person sees as right may not be right for 

another person. This is not to say that we should be people who act as if all truth is subjective and we can live 

however we so desire to live (example: “Well that might be true for you but it isn’t true for me”). This leads us 

to the error of antinomianism. Rather, we should acknowledge that there is objective truth and we should 

always be wise and considerate of other believers and attempt to live in such a way that we do not intentionally 

cause them to stumble by our actions, even if our actions are not, in and of themselves, sinful. Our actions 

should be motivated out of love and not out of selfishness. This is true whether we seek to love people through 

abstaining from a freedom we have in Christ or helping someone mature as they see the freedom available in 

Christ. This is not always an easy application, and there will probably be many times and opportunities where 

loving, humble Christians come to disagreement over various issues in various ways where things are not 

always “black and white” but rather are more “gray.” But in all things, we should act with love, wisdom, 

patience, and grace, while constantly asking the Holy Spirit to provide us with insight and guidance on how we 

ought to live and how we can build one another up in love.  

 

 

The Main Point 

We should seek to live in such a way that our actions are the result of love, not selfishness, and that we 

seek to build each other up through love rather than puff up through knowledge. If something we are free to do 

will cause another believer to stumble, we ought to be willing to sacrifice our freedom in that area out of love 

for our brother/sister in Christ. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 1 Corinthians 9-11:1 – Paul’s instruction on this issue is further explained in this section and offers a 

more complete illustration and application.  

• Matthew 15:11 – Jesus tells the people, “it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 

what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.” 

• Acts 15:19-29 – Gentile Christians encouraged not to eat meat sacrificed to idols in order to not strain 

Jewish Christians or create an obstacle to ministering to unbelieving Jews. 

• Romans 14:3 – “Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 

pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.” 

• Romans 14:13-23 – Another passage in which Paul repeats his instruction concerning food, conscience, 

and ensuring that we do not cause our brothers and sisters in Christ to stumble. 
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Week 9 
1 Corinthians 9:1-27 – Surrendering Our Rights and Running the Race 

By Brandon Wingler 

 

Introduction 

 I have always hated running. Running is challenging. Running is boring. Running is pointless. To me, 

anyways, that’s how it often feels. Now before all you runners start coming after me (pun intended), I know that 

running is not pointless. Running can be a great form of exercise, a method of challenging one’s self to 

persevere through physical and mental struggles, and even a social activity where people bond and support each 

other through the grueling process of going just one more mile, both literally and metaphorically. Running has a 

purpose, even if for someone like me it often feels purposeless and, for lack of a better term, “unfun.”  

 One reason I find running so hard is because of the amount of discipline, self-control, and sacrifice that 

goes into that arduous activity. If you haven’t run in a while, the first few times back can feel so defeating. One 

mile in (or maybe even less!) and you can sense the stress, taste the tension, and feel the muscles shivering, 

knees buckling, lungs straining with every step. At a certain point, you feel like you can’t continue on any 

longer. However, days of consistent training makes it easier. Days turn into weeks. Weeks turn into months. 

Months turn into years. As much as I hate running, I recognize that if you stick with it for long enough, you will 

get much better at persevering through it.  

 Sometimes, the Christian life feels a lot like running. It’s often painful, comes with many sacrifices, 

requires discipline and self-control, and can feel purposeless if we lose sight of the goal. The Christian life 

beckons us to a long obedience in the same direction. That direction is to the cross, to see Christ and to be 

transformed by Christ, so that we might become more and more like Christ. Jesus said, “Follow me” (Mark 

1:17). Jesus calls us to abide in him, to keep his commands, to remain in his love, and to love each other to the 

point that we are willing to lay down our lives for the sake of our brothers and sisters, just as he laid down his 

life for us (John 15:9-13). In this passage, Paul offers his ministry as an example of how he is willing to 

surrender his rights, go to great lengths to reach the lost, and endure through the pain as well as the monotony 

that can accompany a long obedience in the same direction, all for the sake of advancing the gospel and 

building up the church. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. How does this chapter relate to chapter 8? What principles and lessons from these two chapters can we 

incorporate into our lives? 

2. Why is it helpful as believers to be extra sensitive and thoughtful in what we do and what we say in 

public? 

3. Can you think of a time where you or someone you know surrendered their right(s) in order to advance 

the gospel? Can you think of a way in which you might do that now?  

4. How can Paul’s athletic metaphor in vv. 24-27 shape how you approach perseverance and endurance in 

the Christian life? 

5. Is there any area of your ministry and life that could use greater focus, discipline, or perseverance? 
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Commentary 

 In chapter 8, we saw Paul respond to questions about food sacrificed to idols. Paul’s instruction stated 

that the act of eating meat sacrificed to an idol, on its own merit, was not a sin as long as the person doing so 

was not worshiping the idol in any way. In verse 8, he also emphasizes that neither eating meat nor abstaining 

from meat will commend us to God. So Paul’s instruction expressly allowed the Christians in Corinth to eat 

meat sacrificed to idols, with the caveat that they “take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a 

stumbling block to the weak” (v. 9).  

We concluded that Paul’s instruction here offered us two general principles to follow. The first is that 

our actions should be based out of love and not selfishness. The second is that we should be willing to give up 

certain rights and liberty we may have as believers, even if only for a time, if doing so would prevent us from 

causing a brother/sister in Christ to stumble. The ultimate purpose of these principles is to point back to Christ 

and his sacrificial love. In chapter 9, Paul provides his own ministry as an example of how he has tried to follow 

these principles, all for the sake of advancing the gospel and building up the church. Paul offers his example to 

urge the Corinthians (and us) to follow his example (“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” - 1 Corinthians 

11:1). 

 

9:1-18 – Paul begins by asking four rhetorical questions, all meant to be answered with a “yes.” He implies that 

he is free, an apostle, that he has seen the risen Christ, and that the Corinthians are his workmanship in the Lord. 

He then suggests that where others may question his status and authority as an apostle, the Corinthians ought 

not do so because they are the fruit of Paul’s faithful ministry. Their change in heart and conversion to 

Christianity under Paul’s ministry is the “seal” (v. 2) that authenticated Paul’s ministry in Corinth.  

In verses 4-14, Paul asks twelve rhetorical questions to convey his thoughts regarding the rights of the 

apostles and present examples of ways in which he surrendered some of his rights and liberties. Paul, who chose 

to remain unmarried, implies that the apostles and other Christian ministers had the right to travel in their 

missionary journeys with a believing wife (v. 5). Paul, who worked as a tentmaker while in Corinth, implies that 

the apostles (and other Christian ministers more generally) had the right to earn a living through their ministry 

to the church (vv. 6-12). In Paul’s ministry, he surrendered both of these rights (to travel with a wife and to earn 

his living from his ministry to the Corinthians) in order to better advance the gospel.  

In regards to the right of the apostles to earn a living from their ministry to the church, Paul uses three 

examples – a soldier, a person planting a vineyard, and a shepherd – to demonstrate that the worker should 

benefit from their labor (v. 7). In the same way that these individuals receive their sustenance from their 

occupations, Paul implies the apostles share this right. He then demonstrates that this principle was not merely 

human wisdom but could actually be found in the Old Testament in the Law. Citing Deuteronomy 25:4, Paul 

demonstrates the Lord’s care for his creatures. Paul shows that the oxen were not to be muzzled while they tread 

out the grain. From this, Paul reasons that if the oxen were not to be muzzled and were permitted to share in the 

fruit of their work, how much more should that principle remain true for the apostles to share in the fruit of their 

ministry and to reap a material harvest from their spiritual sowing. 

Paul and some of the apostles have surrendered this right: “Nevertheless, we have not made use of this 

right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ” (v. 12). Just as Paul 

stated in the previous chapter that “if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my 

brother stumble” (1 Corinthians 8:13), Paul demonstrates how he has given up the right to earn a living from his 

ministry to the Corinthians if it means advancing the gospel of Christ. He reminds the Corinthians that the 

priests in the temple received provisions from their service in the temple and shared in the sacrificial offerings 

(see Leviticus 7, Numbers 18, and Deuteronomy 18:1-8). Paul concludes, “In the same way, the Lord 

commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (v. 14).  

Despite maintaining that he and the other apostles have this right to compensation, Paul does not seek to 

assert that right and instead surrenders it and clearly states that he does not seek any provision from the 

Corinthians. Paul knew that his commission to preach came from the Lord and he did not seek fame, money, or 

material reward through his service. Instead, Paul emphasized that his joy and his sustenance in ministry, his 

reward, came from serving without pay. Although Paul had the right to be compensated for his service, he 
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surrendered this right in order to advance the gospel. Paul’s instruction and example are an indictment on any 

who would question his genuineness in his ministry and any today who would cling to this right so tightly rather 

than sacrifice for the sake of advancing the gospel.  

A final note on this section. Paul’s example is certainly admirable and we should follow him in being 

willing to surrender our rights in order to advance the gospel. However, we should not take this passage to mean 

that those who do receive compensation for their ministry are less commendable. Nor should we take this 

passage to mean that no one should ever earn any compensation for their ministry. This would completely miss 

Paul’s point and contradict Paul’s other teachings on compensating and providing for the workers in the church. 

Paul’s instruction and example here are not meant to question those who do take advantage of this right. Rather, 

the instruction is meant to question those who would deny them this right. At the same time this demonstrates 

that surrendering one’s rights to advance the gospel, while certainly challenging and trying at times, can be seen 

as worth it because an eternal reward awaits those who remain faithful. Whether paid or unpaid, Paul wants the 

gospel to be preached and for sinners to hear the good news of God who offers a way of salvation for them 

through his son Jesus Christ. We should want the same.   

 

9:19-23 – Paul demonstrates his flexibility and willingness to surrender his rights and liberty in order to more 

effectively minister to different groups of people and advance the gospel. He describes himself as free from all 

yet makes himself a servant to all. In the original Greek, the word translated as servant here comes from the 

Greek word for slave. Paul’s recognition of his freedom and his subsequent decision to make himself a servant 

(or slave), to all would be especially provocative to the Corinthians, many of whom were wealthy, well-

connected to society, and valued status and public recognition. Paul’s surrendering of his rights and willingness 

to humble himself to the role of a servant struck directly at the value system of many Corinthians and 

challenged them to consider a different way of living than many of them were accustomed to following. Paul’s 

example not only challenges the Corinthians; it ought also to challenge us.  

In his ministry to the Jews, Paul willingly set himself under the expectations and teachings of the Jewish 

law although he knew that he was no longer required to follow all of stipulations in the law. For example, pork 

would have been expressly forbidden to eat in the Jewish law, so Paul willingly gave up pork in his ministry to 

Jews. This is a direct application of the last verse in the previous chapter. You may know that there are some 

Christians and Christian Jews today who willingly give up eating pork and follow the instructions in the Old 

Testament law in order to more effectively minister to Jews. Their surrendering of their rights and willing 

subjection to the law (while not placing their trust or confidence in the law for their salvation because the law 

was not meant to save – Christ alone is the way of salvation), is an example of going to great lengths to advance 

the gospel like Paul did. 

In his ministry to the Gentiles, those outside of the law, Paul became “as one outside the law (not being 

outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)” so that he “might win those outside the law” (v. 21). This 

does NOT mean that Paul approved of any sinful conduct or character that the Gentiles would have engaged in, 

nor does it mean that Paul wanted Christians to live in the same way the Gentiles do in order to gain their favor 

and then preach the gospel. Paul’s instruction throughout his other letters makes that clear. Instead, Paul’s point 

is that he demonstrated flexibility and willingness to forego traditions, cultural expectations, and surrender his 

rights, all for the sake of presenting the gospel to all more effectively and to do so without compromising the 

gospel. When he ministered to Gentiles, Paul became as one outside the law but did not become lawless as he 

was still under the law of Christ (v. 21). Paul still lived a principled life. Where no principle was at stake and no 

compromising of the gospel would occur, Paul went to great lengths to meet people where they were to minister 

to them more effectively. Paul sums up this section with the declaration, “I have become all things to all people 

that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its 

blessings” (vv. 22-23). His heart is for people to hear the gospel, believe the gospel, and be completely 

transformed by the gospel. Paul surrendered his rights and willingly subjected himself and humbled himself in a 

multitude of ways in order to advance the gospel. Are we willing to do the same? 

 

9:24-27 – Paul then uses an athletic metaphor, as he often does in his other writings, to further demonstrate his 

teaching. As Corinth was the site of the Isthmian games (which were held every two years), the second most 
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famous athletic competition behind the Olympic games, this metaphor would have had added significance to the 

Corinthians. Paul notes that “in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize” (v. 24). Paul doesn’t 

mean to imply that Christianity is like a race where there is only one winner (one person saved). Paul simply 

means that Christians, like a runner in a race, should give their best effort and persevere with purpose.  

Athletes also have to exercise self-control in their training and in their competitions. For example, athletes have 

to follow various dietary restrictions and guidelines to prepare themselves for their task. How fitting that much 

of Paul’s conversation up to this point has centered particularly on food and the ways in which the Corinthians 

might exercise self-control in their ministries to Jews and Gentiles, specifically as it relates to food. He also 

contrasts athletes who competed for a “perishable wreath” (picture the laurel wreaths worn as a crown on an 

athlete’s head) with Christians who have an imperishable wreath as their reward after this life (see 2 Timothy 

4:8). Paul’s illustration here sounds like this: “Look at how the athlete can exercise self-control and go to great 

lengths in their training and competition, all for a crown that will quickly wither away. How then can we not, as 

Christians, train just as hard (or harder!) knowing that we have an imperishable wreath awaiting us?” 

Paul says he does not run aimlessly or box by only hitting the air (v. 26). He is purposeful. His ministry 

choices and perseverance were guided with purpose to hit the mark and cross the finish line. Paul sought to 

glorify God and preach the gospel so that others might come to trust Christ and be saved. Paul disciplined his 

body and ensured that he kept it under control so that he did not live hypocritically and instead practiced what 

he preached (v. 27). Paul refused to be enslaved by his bodily desires. I think it’s important to note that Paul 

does not see the physical human body itself as evil. In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul says, “Or do you not know 

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 

you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” Paul does see the flesh, the temptations and natural 

inclination of humans to sin, as evil. There is a history where some have come to see the body as evil and have 

sought to “discipline” the body through extreme measures and ascetic practices, such as those who punished 

their own bodies or adopted harsh diets as an attempt to control their bodies. Paul is not advocating for this. 

Instead, he simply means that Christians should seek to control and discipline their bodies by refusing to be 

enslaved to our bodily desires and led astray by our fleshly temptations.  

A final note on this section: We must remember that works do not save us or earn us any salvation. We 

are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. As we live out the reality of our salvation, we are 

then called to discipline ourselves, to exercise self-control, to grow in spiritual maturity, and to walk in the good 

works which God has prepared for us to walk in. In all things, we should desire to glorify God. Through 

exercising self-control, discipline, and sacrifice, we can glorify God through our bodies and build up the church, 

the body of Christ. As you run this race, know that you are not alone. The Lord of the universe calls you into 

intimate community with Himself and with His church. Run the race, but do not run it alone. Join together with 

the other runners and press forward, knowing that one day you shall also say, “I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7). 

 

 

The Main Point 

We should be willing to remove anything in our lives that hinders our ability to advance the gospel. As 

we run the race of the Christian life, we should run with purpose and perseverance, knowing that an eternal 

reward awaits us at the finish line.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Acts 21:23-26 – Paul participates in Jewish purification rites as an attempt to build a bridge with Jews in 

order to present the gospel to them. 

• Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.” 

• Philippians 3:12-4:1 – Forget what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead 

• Hebrews 12:1-2 – Run the race with endurance and look to Christ and his example 
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• 2 Peter 1:3-11 – Strive to confirm your calling and election by growing in spiritual maturity 
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Week 10 

1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1 – Living to the Glory of God 

By Grayson Holbert 

 

Introduction 

 You wanna know what’s the absolute worst? Watching a movie or TV show and having no idea what’s 

going on. Allow me to explain: When I got home for Christmas break, my brother invited me into his room to 

watch the finale of the new Star Wars TV Show: The Mandalorian. I had watched the first season of the show a 

little while ago but hadn’t made as much progress on the newest season. As a result, I only had a general idea of 

the plotline heading into the finale, and it showed. I knew I was missing out on some really good stuff that only 

a true fan of Mandalorian, like my brother, would understand. 

I think it would be fair to say that we all know the feeling of being out of the loop, whether it be an 

inside joke, a pop culture reference, an essay due at midnight, or a Monday morning deadline at work. 

Sometimes the consequences of being out of the loop are minimal, sometimes they are more serious. I bring up 

this story because it’s easy to feel out of the loop when you read 1 Corinthians 10. Paul quotes Old Testament 

history, expecting it to be common knowledge for the reader. If we don’t know the backstory, we might miss 

the point of the passage while trying to play catch-up. Lucky for us, we have a written history of everything 

Paul references in the Old Testament that we can look back on, so we can watch every episode before the finale 

starts. With that being said, I encourage you to go and read Exodus 32 before looking at 1 Corinthians 10, but 

for time’s sake, I will summarize it here. 

At the beginning of Exodus, God calls a man by the name of Moses to deliver God’s people, the 

Israelites, out of their slavery in Egypt. Once the people are delivered from Egypt, they begin their journey 

towards the promised land (an allotment of land that God had promised to the descendants of Abraham, the 

father of Israel9). As the Israelites wander through the wilderness, Moses gets called by God to go atop Mt. 

Sinai and receive a new law on behalf of Israel.10 While he is receiving the law, the people become impatient 

and act out in rebellion. Under the leadership of Moses’ brother Aaron, the Israelites sin against the Lord. The 

people created a golden calf and began to worship it saying, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt!”11 The next morning the people of Israel offered burnt offerings in front of the idols 

and believed they were having a feast to the glory of the Lord. However, this was not the way the Lord had 

commanded them to worship. The wrath of the Lord was great towards the Israelites, but God relented from 

destroying the people on behalf of the covenant He had made with Abraham.12 The Israelites had fallen to the 

sin of idolatry, giving their worship to something other than God. Throughout 1 Corinthians 10, Paul will 

encourage the church to abstain from idolatry and endure temptation, teaching them how to live to the glory of 

God. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-11:1 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

 
9
 Genesis 15:18 - “On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of 

Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates” 
10

 Exodus 24:1-2 
11

 Exodus 32:4 
12

 Exodus 32:13 

https://www.esv.org/1K12.28
https://www.esv.org/Gn12.7%3BGn13.15%3BGn24.7%3BGn26.4%3BNm34.2%3BDe34.4%3BNeh9.8
https://www.esv.org/Ex23.31%3BDe1.7%3BJos1.4
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Passage Specific Questions 

1. Why wasn’t God pleased with the Israelites? 

2. What do we learn about temptation from this passage? How do we go about resisting this temptation? 

3. What are some practical steps we can take to live life to the glory of God? 

 

Commentary 

10:1-6 – Paul opens the chapter by drawing our attention to the story of the Israelites in Exodus 32. On the 

surface, it seemed as though Israel was doing a pretty good job following the commands of God. However, push 

comes to shove as they wander through the wilderness and we are shown that the Israelites were only interested 

in serving God while things were going their way. Even though the Israelites were right where God wanted 

them, they were still vulnerable to temptation. God had provided miracle upon miracle for the people of Israel 

to be where they were, free from slavery about to inherit their own land, yet their human nature pushed them 

towards rebellion against God. God wasn’t displeased with Israel because they were tempted, he was displeased 

because they gave into temptation. 

To understand the full weight of the decision that the Israelites made that day, we must understand the 

biblical perspective of human nature. In Romans 6:16, Paul begs the question, “Do you not know that if you 

present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?” Israel fell into idolatry because they were slaves 

of their own passions. They did not have faith in the plan that God had for them, and as a result, did not present 

themselves as slaves to obedience. As was the fate of Israel, there will come a time when push comes to shove 

and we will be forced to act. We will make decisions in accordance with whom we serve. At the end of this 

section, Paul reminds the church to learn from Israel’s mistakes. Do not desire evil as Israel did, but instead 

present yourselves as slaves to obedience, which will lead to life (Romans 6:22).  

  

10:7-12 – Paul mentions three areas of temptation that Israel fell into and paid the price for. The first one I 

would like to address is putting Christ to the test. The passage that Paul references comes from Numbers 21 

when “the people spoke against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.’ Then the Lord sent fiery 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.” 

Before ripping the Israelites apart, or dismissing them as a bunch of worthless heathens, I encourage you 

to place yourself in their shoes. It was not an easy task following Moses into the wilderness for anyone 

involved. You didn’t need a college degree to be skeptical about how a man like Moses was going to lead your 

entire people group across the desert. You didn’t need to be a homebody to feel tired of trekking through the 

wilderness for years on end. Some of these Israelites had known nothing other than this wandering through the 

wilderness for their whole lives. If any Israelites had a reason to doubt God’s plan for them it was these 

Israelites. The Israelites were in a land that was not theirs, sometimes finding themselves without a place to lay 

their head, or without a meal to eat. However, these circumstances didn’t give Israel a free pass to forsake the 

God who had brought them out of slavery in Egypt. God did not free Israel from being slaves in Egypt just so 

they could make themselves slaves to sin in the wilderness. He freed them to take them to the promised land, 

and ultimately make a name for Himself. 

There are two things we need to take away from these verses. The first is that your circumstances never 

provide an excuse for sinful behavior. The second is that we serve a just God. As a result, there will always be 

consequences or punishment for our sinful behavior. Praise God that we have a savior in Jesus Christ who has 

taken all the punishment we deserve,13 and given us eternal life instead. 

 

 
13

 Hebrews 10:12-14  - But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  

waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time 

those who are being sanctified. 

https://www.esv.org/Nm11.6
https://www.esv.org/Hb1.3%3BMk16.19
https://www.esv.org/Hb10.1
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10:13-14 – In the gospel of John, we are told that the devil is the father of lies, seeking to steal, kill and 

destroy.14 In this section, Paul lays out the truth about temptation, so we are not deceived by the schemes of the 

devil. Knowing the truth about temptation allows us to take steps to endure it. After mentioning all the areas 

that Israel fell short, Paul gives the church encouragement on how they can endure temptation where Israel 

failed to do so. He starts by telling us that every form of temptation we experience is common to man. This 

means that whatever temptation you battle daily, others are going through the same thing. The reason that Paul 

takes the time to tell us that others struggle with the same things that we do isn’t just to be comforted by this 

knowledge. He reminds us so that we can come together and bear one another’s burdens.15  

The next truth Paul reveals is that God will not put us through a test that we cannot endure. I want us to 

pause and take a moment to consider what this statement tells about the nature of God. Paul writes that God 

‘will not let you be tempted’ or ‘will not allow you to be tempted’ beyond your ability. If God has prevented us 

from experiencing certain trials, we know that he has ‘allowed’ us to go through every trial that we will ever 

experience. He is sovereign, and he has orchestrated everything that we are going through. In other words, these 

trials have a purpose. In other letters to the church, we are told that these temporary trials are established to 

prepare us for the weight of glory that we will experience in heaven, and produce in us endurance so we may be 

lacking in nothing, able to withstand more trials during our time on earth.16 

The final charge Paul gives is that we still must endure temptation. God does not offer an escape where 

we are free from experiencing temptation. The escape that we are being offered is the ability to endure the 

temptation that we experience. However, God is the only one who can provide this escape. Church, do not try 

battle temptation on your own. God has placed you in the midst of every trial that you experience; God will give 

you the ability to endure these trials.  

The main take away from these verses is that God is faithful. The Scripture is littered with examples of 

people who have reaped eternal benefits of relying on the Lord, as well as examples of entire nations crumbling 

when they are overthrown by the temporary allurements of sinful behavior. God calls us to trust that every trial 

he allows has a purpose, to trust in Him to lead us out of temptation in our trials, and to focus on Him to endure 

the temporary suffering that will lead to life. Therefore, my beloved, flee from sin. 

   

10:15-22 – After speaking to temptation and idolatry as a whole in the first half of the passage, Paul moves on 

to address a more specific question: should the church eat meat that has been sacrificed to idols? Paul begins to 

answer this question by drawing an analogy that the church can understand. When we eat the Lord’s supper 

(communion), we are proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.17 However, think about watching communion 

from an outsider's perspective. It looks like a group of people are just gathering to eat. This is why we take the 

time to explain the purpose of the Lord’s supper when it is taken. It’s another chance to remind ourselves of the 

gospel and share it with others. In the same way that the Lord’s supper holds purpose for us, eating meat that 

has been sacrificed to idols holds a purpose for the pagans. This is why Paul urges the church to refrain from 

eating the sacrificed meat. 

The last verse of this passage speaks to the jealous nature of the Lord. Let me be abundantly clear - this 

jealousy is not sinful behavior from God. Jealousy becomes a sin when you desire or covet something that does 

not belong to you. The church of Jesus Christ belongs to Jesus Christ. That’s us! We belong to Christ; we are 

his bride.18 It is perfectly righteous for a husband to be jealous of his wife’s love. As the bride of Christ, we 

must refrain from having a religious ‘affair’. We must remain above reproach and give no reason to let others 

think we are being unfaithful. This is why Paul says that we’re better off refraining from the meat sacrificed to 

 
14

 John 8:44, John 10:10 
15

 Galatians 6:2 
16

 2 Corinthians 4:17, James 1:2 
17

 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 

betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
18

 Ephesians 5:22-23, 2 Corinthians 11:2, John 3:29 

https://www.esv.org/1Co15.3%3BGa1.12
https://www.esv.org/1Co11.23-25%3BMt26.26-28%3BMk14.22-24%3BLk22.19-20
https://www.esv.org/Jn21.22
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idols. We must not hand ourselves (the church), which Christ bought at a high price, to a stranger for the night. 

We must always see ourselves as the bride of Christ. At the end of 1 Corinthians 9, Paul’s action of ‘becoming 

all things to all people’ is quickly justified by the purpose of his mission: ‘that by all means we might save 

some.’19 No one is saved by the promotion of sinful behavior, and we should not ever compromise our 

commitment to Christ in an effort to save others for Christ. 

 

10:23-11:1 – This section asks us to shift our perspective. When thinking about our actions we should not ask if 

something is ‘allowed’. Instead, we should ask ourselves, does this build up the kingdom of God? In the case of 

the Corinthians, even though they have every right to eat what the Lord has deemed clean, they should 

surrender these rights if doing so will build up their neighbor. Paul is trying to get to the heart of the issue - we 

need to prioritize our neighbor’s spiritual well-being over our material desires. 

As the passage continues, Paul tells the Corinthians not to question where meat came from before it is 

eaten. Do not create a problem where there isn’t one. Remember, the problem for the Corinthians isn’t the meat 

itself, it is the heart of idolatry associated with it. In other words, don’t try to make the material object the 

problem. The real problem is the spiritual consciousness of those around us. For example: For the Israelites in 

Exodus 32, the gold used to make an idol wasn’t the problem. The problem was their desire to make an idol. 

They attributed worship to something that didn’t deserve it. For the Corinthians, the meat itself wasn’t the 

problem. The problem was the desire of the pagans to worship and sacrifice to a false idol. 

The takeaway of this section is that whatever we do, we should do it to the glory of God. We should 

leverage every decision we have for the sake of the gospel. Why? Because Jesus Christ—who left his place in 

heaven,20 endured every temptation, and defeated death21 on the cross—did it for us. We only have the capacity 

to love others because he first loved us.22 Paul leads the charge and asks us to follow his example and ‘be 

imitators of me as I am of Christ’, for he knows that only by the power and example of Christ is he able to 

endure temptation and leverage his life for the glory of God. 

 

 

The Main Point 

Paul encourages us not to fall into the temptation that the Israelites fell into, but rather to make a practice 

of things that are not only lawful but beneficial. We were not freed from our bondage to sin only to return to it. 

We were freed from our bondage to be servants of Christ.23 Our new duty as Christ’s servant is to become all 

things to all people, not for our own gain, but for the sake of the gospel.24  

In this passage, the Lord is calling us to have an eternal mindset. We must realize that the glory of the 

Lord usually doesn’t come to our benefit temporarily. To live your life to the glory of God is to give up your 

own benefit for the sake of others. We were not freed to live according to our own wants, but to bring glory to 

the one who saved us.25  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Exodus 32 – Israel commits idolatry by worshipping golden calves. 

• Numbers 21 – Israel questions Moses’ authority and God’s plan. As a result, God sends serpents to bite 

the people and kill them. 

• Acts 15:19-20, 27-29 – Apostles send word to the believers in Antioch concerning meat sacrificed to 

Idols and sexual immorality. 

 
19

 1 Corinthians 9:22 
20

 John 3:13, 6:33 
21

 Hebrews 2:14 
22

 1 John 4:19 
23

 Romans 6:16-18 
24

 1 Corinthians 9:22-23 
25

 Isaiah 43:7 
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• Romans 14:14-15:7 – Paul encourages the church to walk in love for their brothers. He tells them not to 

let their actions be a ‘stumbling block’ for fellow believers. He says that we can do this by following the 

example of Christ in order to glorify God. 

• 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 – Paul becomes all things to all people for the purpose of their potential 

salvation. He encourages us to ‘run the race’ of the Christian life with discipline. 

• James 1:1-15 – Encouragement to count trials as a joy. James explains the nature of temptation and the 

purpose of trials. 

• 1 Peter 5:8-11 – Peter explains the nature of the devil and the temporary nature of suffering. 

• Romans 6:12-23 – Paul explains that without Christ, we are slaves to our desires which bring forth 

death. However, Christ has set us free from these desires and made us slaves to God which brings forth 

life. 

• Philippians 2:1-11 – Christ’s example of humility that Paul encourages us to imitate. 
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Week 11 
1 Corinthians 11:1-16 – Head Coverings and the Created Order 

By Harvey Edwards IV 

 

Introduction 

 One of the most challenging things about submitting ourselves to Jesus is how differently God’s 

economy of value differs from that of the world. In our world, the higher up the chain of authority you are, the 

more valuable you seem to be. Your opinion matters more. You make more money. You have more prestige. 

You get deferential treatment. There are so many perks for people in positions of power. And yet, God’s 

economy is vastly different from this. 

 God shows no partiality (Galatians 2:6). We are all made in the image of God and all possess equal 

dignity, value, and worth. In God’s kingdom, greatness is not measured by the authority that we hold, but how 

we seek to follow the example of Christ in loving God and others.  Jesus models this. The Scriptures tell us that 

Jesus, the one to whom belongs all glory and honor, came to serve. In Matthew 20:25-28, we read, “25 But Jesus 

called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 

exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be 

your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Our lives are meant to be lived in service to 

the Lord, loving him and others. As believers, we have been placed by the Lord in different positions of 

authority and in different roles in this life, not based on our value, but based on what he has for us to accomplish 

in him (Ephesians 2:10). 

 As we study this week’s passage, we must remember that God’s design for his world is in conflict with 

how our world determines position and value. God’s desire is for his people to know and serve him, and that 

this is for our good, even if it seems in conflict with what we have picked up from the culture around us.  

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What are some temptations we face with regard to doubting God’s design for us as human beings? 

2. What are ways that living according to God’s design for men and women is difficult? How does living 

according to God’s design bring blessing in our lives? 

3. How does God’s created order help us understand our relationship with him? 

 

Commentary 

Placing this in context - In 1 Corinthians, Paul is writing to help the church at Corinth understand the way they 

are meant to live in light of the gospel. They have had various problems and divisions arise in the church, and 

Paul is helping them apply the gospel to these situations. The goal is for believers to see the freedom, life, and 

joy that comes from living our lives according to who God has called and made us to be in Jesus. We are saved 

by Jesus to the glory of God. Our lives are meant to point others to the glory of God and the salvation that is 

available in Jesus. As we live out the different roles he has given us in the different situations he has placed us 

in, we live to the glory of God, seeking to make the name of Jesus known.  
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 The immediate context of the passage we are looking at this week is Paul’s instruction on doing 

everything to the glory of the Lord. Paul discusses the liberties we have in Jesus, particularly as we learn to 

completely submit to him as the author and provider of every good thing. Then Paul says in 1 Corinthians 

10:31-11:2,  

“31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no 

offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I try to please everyone in 

everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.  

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 

Our lives are meant to give glory to God, and so we imitate Christ as we seek to live in a way that 

demonstrates our faith in Jesus. This truth must guide us at all times but may especially be important to keep in 

mind when the Scriptures call us to difficult things or things in conflict with our culture.  

  

11:1-16 – Paul teaches that there are right and wrong ways to approach the Lord in worship. Here, he deals with 

some of the differences in the roles of men and women in the church as they pray or prophesy. Paul’s intent in 

this passage is for us to be a people who submit to God’s design in trust that his ways are better and higher than 

ours and thus bear witness to his goodness and bring glory to his name. When we fail to live according to God’s 

design, our actions communicate doubt in the goodness of God and his ways.  

The Bible teaches that we are all created in the image of God. This is true for men and women. This 

means that we are all inherently equal in value and worth. We have all been created by God, for his glory, and 

by his perfect design. God’s design is good, but because of sin, we do not grasp the goodness of his design. Not 

only has our understanding been darkened, but our desires have been disordered, such that we do not want to 

live according to his design. This plays out in this passage in Paul’s discussion of headship. 

 Headship refers to authority. We often believe the cultural lie that authority is synonymous with value. 

When Paul begins to talk about the husband being the head of the wife, we grow uncomfortable. This is 

understandable, because in this sinful world, those who are powerful often use their power to serve themselves 

and thus assert an unspoken belief that they are superior. But this is a perversion of what God intends. Men are 

not superior to women. 

There is no difference in value between men and women, only a difference in role. This is established in 

the creation narratives in Genesis 1–2, where we see unique purposes and origins of men and women. Eve was 

created from the side of Adam to be a helper fit for him. Paul explores the differences in role and authority 

given to men and women here and in some of his other writings (for example in Ephesians 5 and 1 Timothy 2-

3). What we see is the roles of men and women in marriage are intentionally different and meant to image to the 

world how Jesus relates to his church and vice versa. This includes the headship of the man in marriage. God 

designed men and women to uniquely fulfill their roles in marriage that they might thrive and that he might 

receive the utmost glory. 

Again, despite this difference in role, there is no difference in value. We see this in the relationship 

between God the Father and God the Son. Paul says that God is the head of Christ. Jesus submits himself to the 

Father’s will, but we know there is no difference in value. Jesus is fully God (John 1). God’s design is for his 

glory and our good, both male and female. 

We see in 1 Corinthians that there are many ways the Corinthians have failed to apply God’s Word to 

their lives and worship. In this passage, some married women who have ceased to wear coverings on their heads 

as they pray and prophesy. It is obvious from Paul’s writing that this was disgraceful in their context. Paul says 

the wives who would go with their head uncovered may as well wear their hair short—again something 

disgraceful in their context. In the Corinthian culture, their behavior demonstrates a rejection of the roles God 

has given men and women. In the creation account, though men and women are both created in the image of 

God, they were created in a different way. Eve was brought forth from Adam, and she was created, with a 

different role. Adam was to work the garden and keep it and Eve was to be a helper for him (Genesis 2:15-18; 

again, it is important to remember this language says nothing about value. The Bible uses this same term, 

“helper,” to refer to God). Together they were to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and to have dominion 
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over it (Genesis 1:26-30). The fact that wives were praying and prophesying (which is different from teaching 

as discussed in 1 Timothy 2–3) was not the problem. For them to do so with an uncovered head (the cultural 

symbol of the wife’s submission to her husband) was. When the wives removed their head coverings to pray 

and prophesy, Paul says they were removing the sign of their submission to their husbands, thus leading people 

away from God’s design for the created order. (Remember, marriage is meant to help us understand how Christ 

loves his bride the church, and how the church submits to Christ as seen in Ephesians 5:22-33. Our gender roles 

are meant to help us see what it means to be joined to Christ).  

Paul is careful to point out that this sign of submission does not signify a lack of importance. There is a 

mutual dependence of men and women in God’s design—woman was made from man, and now man is born of 

woman (11-12). This is God’s design.  

 Paul teaches that the way the Corinthians deal with head coverings displays either their willingness to 

submit to God’s design and role for men and women or their denial of God’s authority over them. Why is this? 

Is there something about head coverings that is inherently indicative of authority? Or are head coverings the 

cultural expression of this authority? People have written a lot about this topic. I believe that Paul is not making 

a universal statement about head coverings, but rather head coverings are a cultural application of a way the 

Corinthians are choosing to either submit to God’s design for men and women or to live according to their own 

ways. Paul’s main idea is not to prescribe ways of wearing our hair, but rather for us to be a people whose lives 

demonstrate a belief in the goodness of God and his design for his world. Paul wants us to be a people who 

exercise our God-given spiritual gifts in a way that demonstrates our submission to God’s design in every part 

of our lives, including our identity as males and females. God has not arbitrarily assigned these roles; rather, as 

demonstrated in Ephesians 5:22-33, they tell us something about who he is and what he is doing. Our trust in 

God’s Word and willingness to submit to his design should point people to the truth that God has all authority, 

that he is good, and that he can be trusted. After all, the whole purpose of marriage is to help us understand that 

in Jesus, God is joining us to himself. 

 

 

The Main Point 

We are called to live according to God’s design for his world, even when that is in conflict with what 

this world teaches. What we will find is that God’s design is better than ours. As we live according to his Word, 

we learn more about him and his purposes, and as we grow in relationship with him, our lives point others 

towards Jesus.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Genesis 1:26-28 – The creation of humanity in the image of God. 

• Genesis 2:18-25 – The creation of woman from man and the complimentary design of this relationship. 

• Ephesians 5:22-33 – This passage discusses how gender roles inside of marriage help us to understand 

the gospel and how we are united to Jesus and made one with him.  
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Week 12 
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 – The Lord’s Supper 

By Harvey Edwards IV 

 

Introduction 

 Shared meals have a way of joining people together. So much of what we do revolves around eating 

together. We have people over for dinner. We go out to eat with friends and family. Dates are often dinner and a 

movie. We have traditional Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas meals. We tailgate before football games. The 

list goes on and on. There is something unifying about eating together.  

 We see this in the Bible as well. God often calls his people to celebrate the things he has done for them 

through sharing meals together. In the Old Testament, the primary meal to be shared together was the Passover. 

God instigated the Passover to remind Israel of what he had done for them in the Exodus as he brought them up 

out of slavery to Egypt. Just as he promised Abraham in Genesis 15:1-16, God brought his people out of Egypt 

as a demonstration of his power and love for his people. Israel was to eat this meal every year to remind 

themselves of the kind of God they have—one who is faithful to keep his promises, one who rescues them, one 

who is able to save them from oppression. This act was the primary demonstration of God’s love for his people 

and was meant to be continually in their minds. 

 As foundational as this act was, God told his people he would do a new thing for them that would be like 

what he had done for them in the Exodus, only greater. This would be how they would know his love for them. 

He was bringing about a new exodus. This new exodus has been fulfilled in Jesus. God sent his son as a 

sacrifice for our sins, so that all who believe in him and in his life, death, and resurrection, would be saved from 

the oppression of sin and death and established as his people. This act is how we know the Lord, and the 

Passover meal is replaced by the Lord’s Supper as the way we know what kind of God we have.  

The Lord’s Supper is meant to be a reminder of what Jesus has done for us, and as we take it, we 

proclaim the gospel to one another and to a watching world. Unfortunately, in the church at Corinth, what is to 

be a reminder and proclamation of the gospel has been corrupted. Rather than promoting unity in the body, the 

Corinthians are using the Lord’s Supper as a way of promoting themselves at the expense of their brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Why do you think Jesus calls us to participate in the Lord’s Supper? 

2. Paul’s discussion of the Lord’s Supper demonstrates its importance. What does the way you approach 

the Lord’s Supper say about what you think of Jesus’ sacrifice? 

3. Why is it important that the Lord’s Supper is taken in community with other believers? 

 

Commentary 

11:17-22 – Paul continues to correct the Corinthian church for the ways they have failed to apply the gospel 

implications to love and serve one another. He has said believers are to do everything to the glory of God, not 

seeking their own advantage, but living in a way that points others to Jesus. They are to imitate him as he 

imitates Christ in this (10:31–11:2). The Corinthians have failed to apply this in many ways, including their 
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observance of the Lord’s Supper. What is to be a time of remembrance meant to build up the body in Christ is 

having the opposite effect. Their observance of the Lord’s Supper in a divided manner denies the unity that 

exists for believers in Jesus. Instead of being a people marked by love and care for one another, they are marked 

by selfish ambition.  

 Paul says that they are not observing the Lord’s Supper when they eat in this divided way. Each one eats 

whenever they are ready. Some go hungry while others over-indulge. 

Paul asks why they don’t eat in their own houses if they are going to behave this way. He implies that it is a 

demonstration of contempt for the church of God meant to humiliate the less fortunate. Paul will not commend 

this kind of behavior. 

 

11:23-34 – The Corinthians know what the Lord’s Supper is supposed to accomplish. Paul has instructed them 

in this. On the night of Jesus’ betrayal, he gathered with his disciples to eat. As he broke the bread, he told his 

disciples of his coming sacrifice. The bread represented his body that would be broken for them, and they were 

to eat it in remembrance of him. Then he took the cup and said that it represented the new covenant made in his 

blood, meant to be taken in remembrance of him. This meal is a reminder that Jesus died to pay the penalty for 

our sin so that we could be made right with the Father. It is a way of proclaiming the gospel to one another and 

to the world as we expectantly await the return of Christ. How believers take it is of vast importance. It says 

something about what we believe Jesus has accomplished.  

 This is why Paul says that those who partake of the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner are guilty 

concerning the body and blood of Jesus. To take of the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner is to confuse its 

message. Before believers take the bread and the cup, we should examine ourselves. Are we partaking in a way 

that is consistent with the gospel message we are proclaiming? Otherwise, we partake in a way that casts 

judgment on ourselves. In fact, God’s judgment had already fallen on some of the Corinthians. The judgment 

here is not final judgment, but rather the Lord’s discipline is meant to lead to repentance. Some of the members 

of the Corinthian church were weak and ill, and some had even died because they had not taken the Lord’s 

Supper seriously. This demonstrated they were not taking the gospel seriously. The Lord judges his people in 

this manner to discipline them so they are not condemned along with the world. Belief in what Jesus has 

accomplished is of eternal importance. It is not something to be taken lightly. The Lord disciplines his people 

because he loves them and wants to rescue them from the condemnation resulting from rejecting Jesus.  

 The Lord’s Supper is an opportunity for believers to preach the gospel to one another and therefore be 

reminded of what Jesus has accomplished on our behalf. Our actions say something about what we believe 

about Jesus. To partake in a manner that denies what Jesus has accomplished in uniting a people to himself and 

to one another is to pronounce judgment on one’s self. As we come together to eat, we should eat and drink in a 

manner that rightly celebrates and proclaims the salvation we have in Jesus. We should be a people whose 

actions demonstrate the love of Christ.  

 

 

The Main Point 

The Lord’s Supper is a proclamation of the gospel meant to remind us of what Jesus has accomplished 

on our behalf. To take the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner is to present a false picture of what it means 

that Jesus gave himself as a sacrifice for our sins.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Exodus 13:3-16 – God instructs Israel to keep the Passover as a remembrance of what he has done for 

them. This is how Israel knew the character of God and would help people recognize the new exodus 

that Jesus would bring about. 

• Matthew 26:26-29 – Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper. 

• John 6:22-71 – Jesus teaches that he is the source of life, and that it is through feeding on him that 

believers live forever. 
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Week 13 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13 – Spiritual Gifts and Their Purpose 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

 Countless times I’ve crossed the Vicksburg bridge that spans the Mississippi River, connecting 

Vicksburg, Mississippi to Delta, LA. Every time I cross it I am struck by the size and the grandeur of the mighty 

Mississippi. It’s technically not the longest river in the U.S., but it’s definitely the largest in terms of the volume 

of water passing through it. Crossing the bridge, I’m always in awe of its size and its power. The waters move 

so swiftly under the bridge and appear to be in a constant state of turmoil, continually churning. Looking over 

the edge while crossing, who would think that the Mississippi begins as a little runoff bubbling over rocks, 

flowing out of Lake Itasca in Minnesota about a 1,300-mile drive from that point? By the time the river passes 

between Vicksburg and Delta, a bucket drawn from its waters would contain drops from countless tributaries 

and major rivers such as the Missouri, Ohio, and Arkansas. Huge swaths of the continental United States would 

be represented. In a sense, that scene, in all of its glory, is really just a manifestation of countless unseen 

sources. In chapters 12 and 13 of 1 Corinthians, Paul will be discussing spiritual gifts given to every believer in 

Christ. These gifts are really manifestations of an unseen source, the one true God making himself known 

through his children.   

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-13:13 together. 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. Paul basically provides a definition of spiritual gifts in 12:7, calling them “manifestation[s] of the Spirit 

for the common good.” Discuss the ins and outs of that definition with the group.  

2. Have you used your gifts in the church? If so, discuss a time that you did.  

3. Discuss a time when you experienced gift envy. How do we take captive this type of thinking, bringing 

it under the reign of Christ?  

4. If you are in Christ, you have a spiritual gift. And, you have been arranged by Christ in this body to 

deploy it. Are you currently using it at Anchor? Why or why not? 

 

Commentary 

12:1-11 – Fresh off his admonishment to take The Lord’s Supper reverentially, Paul now turns his attention 

toward spiritual gifts. Paul doesn’t want the Corinthians to be “uniform” (v. 1) on the topic. He wants to educate 

them in an effort to eradicate the confusion permeating their church. The foundation of Paul’s discussion is that 

the gifts have one source. There is one ultimate gift giver. While the gifts take on varying forms, the source of 

the gifts remains the same. It is God the Spirit who indwells every believer (John 3:5-6, Romans 8:9). Each 

person is given a gift(s) when that takes place (vv. 7 & 11, Ephesians 4:7-8). Verse 7 actually states that the 

gifts are “manifestations of the Spirit.” Given that the gift does not originate in the child of God, but is due to 

being born again, the gift is really an expression of the Holy Spirit through the believer. It is God made 

manifest. This is not a person’s cleverness, talents, ingenuity, or skill. To be sure, all of those types of things 
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may be used by God in the life of a believer and are gifts from the Lord. But, this is different. This is God in 

man, making himself known through man. It is divinity radiating through humanity.  

 And what is the purpose of these manifestations of the Spirit? Why does the Lord make himself manifest 

in his children in this way? The gifts of the Spirit are given for the “common good” (v. 7). In 1 Peter 4:10-11, 

Peter tells believers to use their gifts “to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace” in order 

that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Having stated the purpose of the gifts, Paul then lists various 

examples of gifts. This is not the only list of giftings outlined in the Bible and shouldn’t be taken to be 

exhaustive or systematically prioritized. This becomes clear when reading the other lists. They contain gifts not 

mentioned here and they are provided in varying orders. Wikipedia actually contains a very helpful table of the 

lists provided in Scripture that I have included below. (Have no fear, I have confirmed its validity since you 

can’t exactly believe everything that you read on the internet.)   

 

Romans 12:6–8 
1 Corinthians 12:8-

10 

1 Corinthians 

12:28–30 
Ephesians 4:11 1 Peter 4:11 

1. Prophecy 

2. Serving 

3. Teaching 

4. Exhortation 

5. Giving 

6. Leadership 

7. Mercy 

1. Word of wisdom 

2. Word of 

knowledge 

3. Faith 

4. Gifts of healings 

5. Miracles 

6. Prophecy 

7. Distinguishing 

between spirits 

8. Tongues 

9. Interpretation of 

tongues 

1. Apostle 

2. Prophet 

3. Teacher 

4. Miracles 

5. Kinds of 

healings 

6. Helps 

7. Administration 

8. Tongues 

1. Apostle 

2. Prophet 

3. Evangelist 

4. Pastor 

5. Teacher 

1. Whoever 

speaks 

2. Whoever 

renders service 

 

 

12:12-31 – Verses 12-31 are housed in a central simile: the church is like a human body. There is one Spirit that 

regenerates us, adopting us as children of God. When we put our faith in Christ, we are immediately joined to 

the body of Christ, and we are to use our giftings to build up the body of Christ. Underlying Paul’s discussion 

are really two main errors that rear their heads many times in the church. The first is the thought that my gifts 

aren’t as valuable/special/usable/necessary as others’ gifts. The second is that we should all have the same gifts. 

In my experience, the two errors typically express themselves in opposite ways. The first is dejection, receding 

to the sidelines as others use their gifts on the field. The second is gift envy, which can result in attempting to 

play a role that I am not designed to play in the body.  

Paul says that it is the Lord who has arranged us, and every believer’s role in the body is essential. You 

are in the body of Christ by design. You are there on purpose, with a purpose. “God arranged the members in 

the body, each one of them, as he chose” (v. 18). There is inherent worth and dignity in that. It is really neat to 

think that every child of God has a role to play in God’s Church. He brings us into his purposes and asks us to 

join him in his work. In walking through various imaginary conversations between body parts, Paul is 

communicating that each member is indispensable, and their gifts are needed. No one member should be 

elevated above any other and all are necessary for the body to function properly. There is rest in that. The 

believer is being remade in Christ’s image according to his purposes and plans. Dwelling in that thought helps 

to free me from gift envy and trying to be something that I am not in Christ. The Spirit of God is remaking me 

on purpose, with a purpose, expressing himself uniquely through me. When everyone takes on that mindset, 

playing the role that they are designed to play, then the church is collectively bringing glory to Christ through 

members individually manifesting the Spirit by using their gifts. And, the church is strengthened as a result.  
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Lest the Corinthians become sidetracked on the gifts, Paul brings them back to the core of living out the 

Christian life. Alluding to his upcoming discourse on the primacy of love, Paul sets up his thoughts with the 

foreshadowing statement, “And I will show you a still more excellent way” (v. 31).  

 

13:1-13 –I think that humans are generally fascinated with uniquely talented individuals. We are captivated by 

people that stand out from the crowd. It’s why multitudes of viewers tune in when Tiger Woods plays on a 

Sunday. When you read a biography, it is probably because that person stands out in your mind for some 

dramatic reason. Documentaries exploring the lives of people like Steve Jobs are fascinating to watch. But, this 

kind of thinking in the church can be dangerous. I am as captivated as anybody by the well-known figures in the 

history of Christianity, but the more miraculous fact is that the power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead 

resides within every believer (Romans 8:11)! As Paul made clear in the previous chapter, every believer has a 

spiritual gift(s) to be used to magnify the Lord and build up his body. Thus, it can be unhealthy to migrate our 

praise and adulation away from the gift giver and toward the gift itself. If we aren’t careful, we can also find 

ourselves elevating a person with a particularly pronounced gift, and a person’s giftedness can be falsely 

interpreted as spiritual maturity.  

But, after discussing various spiritual gifts and their purpose, Paul reorients the minds of the Corinthians 

to the primacy of love. Speaking in hyperbole, Paul lists some jaw dropping gifts, but then states that those gifts 

are nothing if they aren’t embedded in love. I can’t really read this passage without thinking about Jesus’ words 

below from Matthew 22:35-40, 

 
35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the 

great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great 

and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

All of the Law and the Prophets depend on loving God and loving others. Paul says that a dramatically 

overt demonstration of the Spirit like speaking “in the tongues of men and angels” becomes a clumsy clanging 

of symbols when devoid of love. Understanding all mysteries is nothing without love. Sacrificing one’s body to 

be burned is useless apart from love. These are incredible feats of the Christian walk, whose meaningfulness is 

emptied when love is not the motivating force. Paul outlines characteristics of a rich, biblical love, a love that 

involves the heart, mind, and will. Gifts, and the need for gifts, will pass away. But, love will remain. Love is 

preeminent in God’s kingdom.  

 

 

The Main Point 

Believers are indwelled by the Holy Spirit when they are born again. The Spirit of God then manifests 

himself through spiritual gifts that are given to every believer and are designed to bring glory to Christ and 

build up the church. All children of God are called to use their gifts, remembering that love is of primary 

importance in God’s kingdom.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• 1 Peter 4 – Resist evil, use your spiritual gifts, and don’t be surprised by trials.  

• Romans 12 – Offer yourselves to the Lord daily, using your gifts as God has apportioned and loving 

each other well.  

• Ephesians 4:10-16 – Use your gifts to build up one another in love.  
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Week 14 
1 Corinthians 14:1-40 – Prophecy, Tongues, and Orderly Worship 

By Michael Green 

 

Introduction 

 When I first went into teaching, I taught at the high school level. Equipped with all of my training, I had 

the naïve expectation that a good learning environment would be comprised of 90% lesson planning and 10% 

classroom management. I quickly found out that it was the reverse: 10% lesson planning and 90% classroom 

management. I can work to have the best lesson in the world, spending countless hours in preparation, only to 

see it evaporate before my eyes if I can’t control the students’ behavior. When the environment descends into 

chaos, the lesson isn’t very fun anyway and learning certainly isn’t taking place. An orderly environment is 

necessary. Properly executed, it doesn’t stifle the learning, it allows it to flourish. The same is true in the 

church. All followers of Christ have been given spiritual gifts, manifestations of the Spirit. In chapter 14, Paul 

continues to educate the Corinthians on how to best implement their spiritual gifts in an orderly way that builds 

up the body.  

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-40 together. 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What do you think it means to have the gift of tongues? 

2. What do you think it means to have the gift of prophecy? 

3. Have you encountered abuses of either of the above gifts? Explain.  

4. Are there ways in which you are currently “striv[ing] to excel in building up the church”? (v. 12) Why 

or why not? 

 

Commentary 

14:1-25 – There is great debate within Christianity about the two gifts discussed in this passage (and some of 

the other ones in the previous chapter, like the gift of healing for example). There are many who feel that the 

more dramatic gifts have stopped. In their minds, they were powerful demonstrations of the Spirit to testify to 

the validity of Christ as the Messiah and jumpstart the initial spread of the gospel. I can definitely see the merit 

in that way of thinking and listen to teachers of the Word that view Scripture through that lens. However, the 

Bible is the foundation for all pondering about who God is and how he works. And, I am not convinced that 

there is a biblical argument for the Spirit of God limiting/changing/segmenting the way he currently works in 

his people versus how he worked in New Testament times even though there are logical arguments that involve 

biblical ideas. In situations like that, I am typically very hesitant to make decisive declarations on topics that the 

Bible leaves open to discussion.  

In addition to the idea of which gifts if any have ceased, there is much debate regarding what exactly the 

Bible means by the gifts of “tongues” and “prophecy.” I’ll briefly share my penny (“two cents” seems like a bit 

of an overestimate) on all of the above topics. First of all, there are a few biblical principles that hem me in 

when thinking about these things. I’ll list them below. 
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1. God does as he pleases and he isn’t bound by any of my philosophical constructs. He does what 

he wants, how he wants, and when he wants, within and outside of time and space. (Psalm 115:3, 

Psalm 135:6) 

2. The Word of God is fixed, unchanging, and eternal. No one can add to it or subtract from it. 

(Deuteronomy 4:1-2, Psalm 119:89, Proverbs 30:5-6, 2 Peter 1:19-21, Revelation 22:18-19) 

3. God is a God of order. (See verse 33 of this chapter.) 

4. The Bible provides all the protection necessary to guard against the abuse and/or counterfeiting 

of spiritual gifts. (This chapter of 1 Corinthians is a great example.) 

 

Keeping those principles in mind, let’s consider the two gifts discussed here and then see if we can’t 

land the discussion on the main point that Paul is making. I’ll start with the gift of tongues. While I am not 

convinced that any of the gifts have ceased, I do not view “tongues” here as the “ecstatic utterances” or “angelic 

languages” with which it is often equated. Now, there are many, many Christians that would disagree with me 

to be sure. Many of my brothers and sisters in Christ do believe in that version of the “gift of tongues,” and that 

is okay. This point of contention doesn’t deal with an essential topic of the Christian faith. I just don’t see a 

biblical reason to view this as anything other than languages. The only verse in Paul’s discussion here that I 

think could be used as a jumping off point for the contrary view is 1 Corinthians 13:1, “If I speak in the tongues 

of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” However, reading that in 

context, Paul certainly seems to be exaggerating to make a point as evidenced by statements like a person being 

able to “understand all mysteries and all knowledge” (v. 2), which clearly isn’t a realistic scenario. One of the 

most dramatic instances of “tongues” in the Bible occurs on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. In that instance, the 

“tongues” being described certainly appears to be various foreign languages. Below is an excerpt from the 

Anchor Church Acts Community guide on Acts 2:5-13.  

 

Many commentators have drawn conclusions from contrasting this event with the Tower of Babel 

as recorded in Genesis 11:1-9. In that story, humanity was united, one in language and in purpose. 

But, that purpose was evil and God disrupted their plans to build “a city and a tower with its top 

in the heavens” (v. 4) which they were doing in order to make a name for themselves. And, He did 

so by both confusing their language “so that they may not understand one another's speech” (v. 7) 

and dispersing them “over the face of the earth” (v. 8).  

 

At Pentecost, we see the opposite take place. Acts 1:14 tells us that Christ’s followers were united, 

but with a holy purpose this time. The Holy Spirit descended upon them in the form of a mighty 

wind and tongues of fire, and now people from every language are hearing and understanding. 

People from every nation are being drawn into the Kingdom and the invitation to join in cuts across 

cultural, ethnic, and language barriers. This good news is for every person that walks on the face 

of the earth. Believers from every nation are to be united under the name above all names. 

Humanity, which was divided due to devious schemes that dishonored God, is now being brought 

back together due to the redeeming purposes of Jesus Christ vividly put on display by the Holy 

Spirit.    

 

That being said, even though I view “tongues” in this way, I am not threatened by the other viewpoint. 

The reason is because of all of the parameters that Paul lays out to maintain order and prevent an abuse of the 

gift of tongues. Paul’s discourse rules out false teachings like the gift of tongues being a necessary 

manifestation of the Spirit indicative of regeneration, as if it were a required first rung on the ladder to ever-

increasing spiritual enlightenment. Erroneous doctrines such as those do conflict with essential truths of the 

faith. We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Chapter 12 clearly teaches that God 

distributes the varied gifts as he pleases. This chapter also addresses the other common abuse of this gift: church 

services descending into disorderly chaos. As a matter of fact, Paul seems to spend most of his time on the gift 

of tongues in chapters 13 and 14 puncturing an overinflated, misguided view of the gift. In chapter 12, he even 

exhorts the Corinthians to “earnestly desire the higher gifts” (1 Corinthians 12:31). One could argue that he 
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doesn’t explicitly refer to tongues there, but chapter 14 makes a strong case for it being in the background of his 

thinking. 

Whatever view of tongues you hold, what is clear is that any gift of the Spirit is meant to build up the 

body of Christ. Tongues without interpretation will only edify the one who is speaking in the tongue. For this 

reason, Paul limits how much tongues should be allowed in the body, and that it only be done if there is an 

interpreter. This is a major contrast from the Corinthians use of tongues—to draw attention to themselves. 

Instead, Paul instructs the Corinthians to declare clearly the things of God.  

With regard to the gift of prophecy, whatever it means now it cannot mean the same as what it means in 

reference to Isaiah or Micah or Jeremiah, for example. The reason is the second biblical principle provided 

above. The Word of God is fixed. It can’t be added to or subtracted from. Thus, no current “prophecy” can carry 

that kind of authority. Thankfully, every believer has the Spirit of God within him, the Word of God in front of 

him, and the community of God around him, aiding him in knowing God rightly. Jeremiah 31:33-34 tells us that 

in the new covenant all of the children of God will know the Lord intimately.  

 
33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, 

and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

 

I should always reject a prophecy that contradicts the revealed Word of God. God doesn’t contradict 

himself. And, if I find myself in a situation where someone wants to share a special word from the Lord given 

directly to them for me (which I can’t say that I have ever experienced), I would first step back (just kidding). I 

would listen and immediately discard it if it contradicts the Bible. If it doesn’t, I would tell them, “Thanks for 

sharing; I will pray about that.” I would then take the matter to my Savior who I know intimately. If the Lord 

desires for me to know this specific fact, then he can certainly impress it upon my soul as I study his Word and 

pray, all under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit that abides within me. But, no words from a man should be taken 

to be authoritative like Scripture under any circumstances, regardless of whether he lives in the Vatican or sells 

healing water from his gold-embossed furniture on your television screen. The Word of God is closed. It is 

fixed, unchanging, and eternal.  

In my opinion, the gift of prophecy has to do with a strong intuit regarding the heart and mind of God. In 

step with the Spirit, a person with this gift rightly knows how to apply Scripture. They know the Lord and they 

know the Word of God in a way that speaks powerfully into the heart of their listeners for their edification. As 

Paul puts it in verse 25, “the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God 

and declare that God is really among you.” The Spirit of God in conjunction with, and never in contradiction to, 

the Word of God manifests himself strongly when a person with this gift discusses the things of God resulting 

in “their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation” (v. 3).  One knows that he is in the presence of the 

truths of God being declared. He can accept it or run from it, but he knows that what is being said is from God 

and not from man. Again, that is just my penny.  

Now that we have discussed the two gifts in view, what is Paul’s main point in the above passage? He 

prioritizes serving the body. Paul doesn’t want the Corinthians to become too enamored with the fancy, overt, 

dramatic gifts, losing sight of the beauty of using their gifts to glorify Christ and have the effects of the gifts 

land on others rather than just themselves. Gifts where the gift begins and ends with the individual shouldn’t be 

as longed for as gifts that build up the body. We should desire gifts that edify others. A catchy way that I have 

often heard this stated is that believers in Christ should be rivers rather than buckets. In verse 12, Paul implores 

the Corinthians that have such interest in spiritual gifts to “strive to excel in building up the church.” Christ-

followers certainly experience great personal fulfillment in communing with God through the person of the 

Spirit, but there is deep soul satisfaction in pouring out your gift for the good of Christ’s bride, his Church. 

When others benefit from the manifestation of the Spirit, Christ is glorified and they are edified.  
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14:26-40 – Continuing to rein the Corinthians in on their views of spiritual gifts, Paul makes it clear that God 

desires order, not confusion. Confusion is associated with Satan, not the Lord. Paul provides parameters for 

orderly corporate worship and the godly use of the gifts of tongues and prophecy. The gifts should be used to 

build up the body, and executed in a systematic way with parameters. Tongues should have interpreters with 

only two or three sharing at the most, taking turns. Two or three prophets can speak, but taking turns as well, so 

that the body is built up. Again, as discussed at length, all such prophecies would not be authoritative like 

Scripture and all of the boundaries discussed in the previous section should be applied.  

 With regard to verses 33-35, I found my ESV Study Bible notes to be particularly helpful and have 

included them below.  

 

14:34-35 the women should keep silent in the churches. Since Paul seems to permit wives to 

pray and prophesy (11:5, 13) as long as they do not dishonor their husbands by the way they dress 

(11:5), it is difficult to see this as an absolute prohibition (cf. Acts 2:17; 21:8-9). Paul is likely 

forbidding women to speak up and judge prophecies (this is the activity in the immediate context; 

cf. 1 Cor. 14:29), since such an activity would subvert male headship. Law also says. Paul is 

probably thinking of the woman’s creation “from” and “for” the man (see 11:8-9; Gen. 2:20-24), 

as well as a general pattern of male leadership among the people of Israel in the OT. 

  

Given that Paul is an apostle, his words do carry the weight of Scripture. His writings are commands of the 

Lord. He concludes the chapter by reminding the Corinthians of that fact. He then exhorts them again to 

“earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all things should be done decently 

and in order.” 

Gifts of the Spirit are gifts. As sinful creatures, we can make even gifts be about us. We can act as if we 

are the source and that the glory is ours. But gifts are manifestations of the Spirit, not of the self. They are meant 

to build up the body of Christ. In light of that, we should seek to pour them out for the good of others and the 

glory of our Maker. We should exercise them in such a way that it causes the beneficiaries to fall on their face, 

with hearts laid prostrate in wonderment “that God really is among [us].” (v. 25) Our design and our giftings are 

tailored for specific roles to be played in the body, in an orderly, reverential, and joyful manner. Our gifts and 

even our gender are purposeful. God doesn’t make mistakes. We are designed and gifted with intentionality, 

artfully crafted and strategically placed. Playing our roles in concert with one another, and not in competition 

with one another, makes for a true spectacle. It’s not a spectacle born out of human effort, contrivance, or 

manipulation. It is God dwelling among his people, making himself known through his people. And, it is a 

marvel to behold, bringing glory to God, good to his people, and illumination to the lost.  

 

 

 

The Main Point 

We are to use our gifts to glorify Christ and build up the body. And, we are to do it in an orderly way as 

God doesn’t produce or abide chaos.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Acts 2 – Pentecost 

• 2 Peter 1:16-3:7 – True prophecy from real prophets in the scriptures versus false teachings from false 

prophets 

• Jeremiah 31:31-40 – The New Covenant 
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Week 15 
1 Corinthians 15:1-58 – The Resurrection and Its Implications 

By Aaron Barnes 

 

Introduction 

 “Hi! My name is Paul. And I want you to know the most important thing about me and honestly, about 

life in general…” Okay, okay. You got me. My name isn’t Paul. My name is Aaron. Haha! And no, that’s not 

how I really introduce myself to new people. But I sometimes wonder if that’s how Paul used to do it. You 

know? As we get into this week’s study guide, listen to how he begins Chapter 15. In verse three, he says that 

he told them on the front end what was MOST important and that was the gospel of Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the 

Old Testament scriptures, Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth as a man. He lived a perfect and sinless life, he 

died and was buried, and then God raised him from the dead. I sometimes wonder how that conversation goes. 

Paul walks into a city and after taking in the culture for a bit, begins to share with them who Jesus is and why 

that matters. Then he walks them through the reality of Jesus’ resurrection and the implications that has for the 

Corinthians and for all believers for all time. Have you ever stopped to ponder this reality? Does the 

resurrection of Jesus matter? If it does, what are the implications for us today? For tomorrow? SPOILER 

ALERT: YES! Jesus’ resurrection matters. Yes, it has HUGE implications for us today and also for tomorrow. 

After all, Paul even goes as far as to say these very things in verse nineteen. The gospel of Jesus, specifically his 

resurrection, means hope for the believer for today and tomorrow! 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What is one of the first things that you want to know about someone when you first meet them? Why do 

you think that is so important to you? 

2. How long are you friends with someone before you share the gospel with them? Why do you wait? 

What do you think that has to say about where you place your hope? 

3. Since Jesus was resurrected and we can look forward to our resurrection in the future, what are the 

implications of the resurrection for us today? How does that, or how should that influence our decision 

making process? 

 

Commentary 

15:1-11 – As a loving friend, and even a spiritual father, Paul brings the Corinthian church a reminder as to 

what has already been taught to them and what they have already received…The Gospel! How often do we 

remind ourselves of what Jesus has done for us and in us? Stop and think about it. Whether it has been five 

minutes, five years, or fifty years, it is good for us to recount the many things that God has redeemed us from 

and delivered us to as we have attempted to faithfully and obediently follow him. God is good, y’all. His grace 

for us never ceases to amaze me. His mercies are new every morning. God, because he IS good, causes all 

things to work together for his glory and our eternal good. Our limited understanding of that reality is exactly 

what it sounds like, limited. Only in our daily pursuit of him will we ever begin to understand some of the 

complexities of life. It is in the knowing of him that we begin to understand and grow in our knowledge of 

ourselves. It cannot be the other way around. If we seek to know God by knowing ourselves more, we will be 
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destined to a cyclical madness of confusion and despair. Why is that? Because there has to be more to this life 

than what we can see and know. We talk of this quite often. The truth is the same for followers of Christ and 

those that do not yet follow him. We can all look around and see that there are things we cannot explain. Can 

we study them in order to hopefully understand them one day? Sure. Will we ever fully exhaust the things to be 

known in this world? I do not think so. In the same way, we can all look around and see that there is so much 

brokenness in this world. We are all both contributors to and impacted by this brokenness. With that being the 

case, it would not only make logical sense, but also have to be the case that since we are all affected by and 

cause brokenness, then in order for brokenness to be reconciled, something (read, someone) outside of us has to 

step in and do for us what cannot be done by us. That someone is God the Father, through his only son Jesus. 

Jesus came to us because we could not get to him. In obedience to the Father, he came to do for us what we 

cannot do for ourselves. Thanks be to God, for his matchless grace in sending Jesus, for sending his apostles, 

for sending the many that have gone before us, empowered by his Holy Spirit that we might have the 

opportunity hear the gospel of Jesus, read the gospel in Scripture, and be redeemed through belief in Christ.  

Paul is not worried about repeating himself. This is something that he has done repeatedly throughout 

his letters to the churches that he has visited. And as I asked earlier I now ask again, how often do we bring 

ourselves and others back to that simple and also profound truth, that God would humble himself and come 

down to us in order that we might be able to go to him? That’s good stuff y’all. What Paul does for the 

remainder of the chapter is correct some false teachings about the resurrection of Jesus, remind the Corinthian 

church that (in Christ) they have hope for today and tomorrow, and finally to build a case for believers and their 

hope in a bodily resurrection.  

In verse three, Paul points to the Old Testament scriptures as proof that Jesus had to be crucified for the 

forgiveness of sins. It is not just a pretty cool idea that he would do this, but actually necessary. Something must 

be done in order for sin to be dealt with. In order for sins to be forgiven, blood must be shed. The first sign of 

this is in Genesis 3:21. Once Adam and Eve had sinned, they realized their nakedness and experienced for the 

first time ever, shame. This shame led them to attempt to cover their nakedness with the only thing they could 

find at that time. What they used were leaves from a fig tree. I am not sure if you know how the cycle of life 

works, but leaves that are pulled from a tree do not last long. They are perishable and will quickly fade. So are 

our attempts to cover our shame and guilt. Then God steps in. Following the gospel proclamation in Genesis 

3:14-15, God takes an animal and kills it so that he might clothe Adam and Eve’s failed attempt to clothe 

themselves. Were the animal skins better than the fig leaves? Yes. Will the animal skins wear out over time? 

Yes. This is not a permanent fix for their sin. However, it is a foreshadowing of what was to come. God would 

once again step into time and offer the sacrifice that all sacrifices pointed to. He would once and for all do away 

with sin by covering our sin with his Son’s righteousness. This is where Paul begins his ministry and he 

continues to bring his people back to this truth. 

 In verses five through eight, Paul points to the factual bodily resurrection of Jesus. He does this by 

appealing to five different people or groups of people who were witnesses to the resurrection. Jesus appeared to 

Cephas (Peter), to “the twelve,” then a large group of people, his half-brother James, and then to Paul. Much 

like we would today when we are attempting to retell something that truly happened and we want to REALLY 

make our point, we tell people to go ask so-and-so because of their firsthand account. Some of that large group 

of people (500) that Jesus appeared to were no doubt still alive. Yes, there were possibly several who had 

already died. But there were people that could attest to the validity of Paul’s claim. 

 

15:12-58 – Verses 12 through 34 are Paul’s way of expressing how important it is that since Christ has been 

bodily resurrected, those who have believed on Christ and died will also be resurrected. This is THE thing that 

we hope in. Why? Because if Jesus was crucified and buried, but not resurrected, then we are believing in 

nothing. He was just another good teacher, another good man that did good things, and has died. However, 

since we know that he was resurrected, then we also can have faith, knowing that we too will be resurrected 

once we die and are buried. It is hope in the future that should drive our urgency and our fervency in sharing the 

gospel message. Because Jesus is who the Old Testament has prophesied him to be and because he achieved 

what he came to achieve, we can have hope for tomorrow. In verse 19, Paul says that if our hope is only in 

today, we are to be pitied more than all other people. However, we have a hope for today and a hope for the 
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future. In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul tells the Corinthian believers that their “inner being” is renewed daily.26 He goes 

on to say in 2 Corinthians 5 that all who are in Christ are new creations, the old person is gone and the new 

things have come.27 This takes place as we daily pursue Christ through biblical community. In Romans 12:2, we 

are told to renew our minds, and we do that by by reading the Bible. By living this way, God is sanctifying us. 

This daily and ongoing sanctification takes place by the Holy Spirit’s power in our lives as we actively 

participate with him in obediently following him. In Colossians 3, we are told to “put on Christ.” Since we are 

identifying ourselves with him as Christians, we should live like him through the power of his Holy Spirit. Part 

of that is making life choices that reflect that inner change. We are not supposed to act as if nothing is different 

about us. Our lives and the way we make decisions about our lives should look different from when we did not 

know Christ.28 Why is that? Why should our lives look different? Because we are alive, IN Christ! There was a 

point when we were dead in our sins. We could not do anything to change our position.29 We weren’t dying. We 

weren’t simply just in need of behavior change. We were d-e-a-d, DEAD! But now we are alive in Christ. We 

have been raised “up with him.”30 In that, we were dead and now we are alive, we think, act, talk, look, are 

different. 

Paul says that we will be resurrected because Christ was resurrected. If this were not true, then we 

should all just do what we want and not give one more thought to this life or the life to come. If all we are is 

“dust in the wind” (nod to the classic rock band Kansas), then we have the opportunity to sow our wild oats and 

live as we want to and not as we ought to. Right?! Because it wouldn’t make much sense for us to pursue a 

righteous lifestyle if it were all a sham, a hoax. However, it is not a hoax. Paul points out that he is consistently 

in hard places because he preaches the truth of Christ. If it were not true, why would he daily put his life on the 

line? He wouldn’t. The other apostles do this as well. If this were not true, if Jesus were not raised from the 

dead, why would they be willing to die? They wouldn’t. No one would ever willingly lay their life down for 

something they know to be a lie. It just doesn’t hold up. But they would lay their life down for a cause, a 

person, a truth. And that’s exactly what they did. They believed wholeheartedly that all things concerning Jesus 

were true. Therefore, they were willing to lay down their lives so that others might come to know the truth. 

 In verse 33, Paul addresses what may have been taking place with false teaching. He tells them to not be 

deceived. There were some teachers in that time teaching a spiritual resurrection, but not bodily resurrection. 

Paul lets them know that this is not true and then goes on to prove this in the remainder of the chapter. He 

illustrates his point with a seed. When you plant a seed, that seed dies. The fruit of that seed is similar to, but 

not the same as the seed that was planted. What comes from the seed is something new. The same is true with 

us. As we die and are buried, although our spirit will be with God, we will receive new and glorified bodies 

when Christ comes the second time. That body will be like Christ’s. It won’t be the same as his, but similar to 

his.  

Paul refers to the bodily resurrection of Christ as the first fruits of what was to come. Some think that 

Paul may be alluding to the Feast of First Fruits that took place during the Passover.31 This was a time when the 

Israelites would, in faith, offer a sacrifice of the first fruits of the crops. They were forbidden to eat of the first 

fruits. They offered this to God, in faith that he would continue to provide for them in the months to come. In 

this same way, Jesus is referred to here as the first fruits of what was to come. Because he was resurrected body 

and spirit, so too will we be resurrected both body and spirit. This is important because our body is like that of 

the natural world. It is perishable and will waste away. In order for us to be with God bodily, we need new 

glorified, resurrected bodies that are imperishable and incorruptible. Because Jesus was resurrected in this way, 

we too will be resurrected in this way. No longer do we fear death. No longer do we fear pain. Why? Because 

pain and death are no longer the end for us. Will we and should we mourn friends and family members as they 

pass away? Yes. It is right and good to do so, for it should point us to the day when we will be reunited with 

them along with our Savior and King! 

 
26 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
27 2 Corinthians 5:17 
28 Colossians 3:1-17 
29 Ephesians 2:1-3 
30 Ephesians 2:5-10 
31 Erik Raymond. The Corinthians’ Surprising Familiarity with the Old Testament 
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At the end of the chapter, Paul makes a very timely and profound statement. “Therefore, my beloved 

brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 

labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 5:58). In a world that is marked by brokenness, pain, and relative “truth,” 

and in a society that glories and praises individuals that are proponents of “you do you,” we can find ourselves 

tempted to bend our beliefs to blend into society. Because after all, who wants to listen to a crotchety old geezer 

talk about his old fashioned ways of life? Who wants to live destined for a life of restraint and rules? “Not me,” 

says society. “I will make my own decisions and live my best life, right now. After all, isn’t that what God 

wants for me? He wants me to be happy! Why else would he give me these desires?” As Paul encourages the 

Corinthian church, so too do I want to encourage us all. Be true and faithful. Follow God. Be consistent. Know 

Jesus and make him known. Live the life that is consistent with all of Scripture. Even if you do not want to 

submit to the authority of Scripture, it is necessary if we want to be with him. Will we have family members 

and friends disagree with us and attempt to get us to bend on Scripture by appealing to our emotions? Yes. Most 

definitely. Will that be difficult to walk through? Yes. For sure. However, as Paul said to them then, so I will 

say now, our work for the Lord is not in vain. God is good, y’all! Things may not always feel like we want them 

to feel. We may not always have the opportunities we think we should have, but that doesn’t change his 

goodness. Let us not seek to bend on truth for the sake of the here and now. Let us be mindful of tomorrow. Let 

us be a people who seek to truly know Jesus, his words and ways, and let that drive how we make him known to 

those that he brings to us. 

 

 

The Main Point 

 Jesus was resurrected body and spirit. Because of this truth, we have hope for today and tomorrow. 

Knowing Jesus and making him known is driven by the fact that the gospel is true. This truth should motivate 

and inform our thoughts and actions. 

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Isaiah 53 – This scripture prophecies of what Jesus will ultimately suffer in order to provide 

reconciliation for all believers. 

• Daniel 12 – A prophecy concerning the resurrection and what was to come. Daniel did not fully 

understand what was being said, but knew that God would fulfill his words. 

• Colossians 3 – Put on the new life in Christ. Our new life should look different from the life we had 

before Christ. 

• Ephesians 2 – We were dead. God made us alive through Christ. 
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Week 16 
1 Corinthians 16:1-24 – Collection for the Jews and an Instruction to Stand Firm 

By Garrett Pinkerton 

 

Introduction 

 Some of the most joyous people to be around are those who like to give. They are the type of people 

who, like Paul says in 1 Corinthians 16:18, refresh my spirit. Giving is a wonderful thing we have the privilege 

to do that, when done in the love of Christ, will remind us of the ultimate gift from God – Jesus’ life on earth. 

Without God’s love in gifting us salvation through his Son, we would be eternally separated from him. 

Fortunately for us, we have received faith by grace from God. Because of this, we believers, the body of Christ, 

are called to model this love in giving. We are called to give to those who serve and equip the body, to those 

who are less fortunate than ourselves, and to give control of our lives over fully to Christ. Sometimes, I think, 

“Man, I’m tired of giving. I just want to do something for myself.” I want to do what I want with my time, my 

money, and my relationships. I have been reminded in 1 Corinthians that all I have is from Christ. If we 

remember this, and that God has given us the ultimate gift in righteousness through Jesus, we can continually 

lay aside our selfish desires and give ourselves to God and his plan for those that love him. I hope that by doing 

this, we can be like those Paul mentions in verse 18 – those that refresh the spirits of others by their love and 

cheerful giving.  

 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-24 together 

 

Study Questions 

1. What does this passage say about God, who He is, and what He does? (Father, Son, and Spirit) 

2. What does this passage teach me about me? 

3. What comfort/promise/challenge can I take away from this passage? 

4. How will I respond or live differently because of what I’ve read? 

 

Passage Specific Questions 

1. What are some ways you have seen others in the church sacrificially give to those in need? Are there 

ways that we can give to show Christ’s love to others? 

2. Think of one person that, as Paul states in verse 18, refreshes your spirit. What about them refreshes 

you? How can we recognize the way God uses them for his glory and our good? 

3. What is the most notable thing that you have learned from the study of 1 Corinthians? How does it apply 

to your life?  

 

Commentary 

16:1-4 – Paul begins chapter 16 with instructions for giving. The saints in Jerusalem aren’t as fortunate as those 

in the other churches in the region (Hodge), so Paul has called on those in the Corinthian church, and others, to 

set aside a portion that they are able to give each week for collection. He has instructed churches before to do 

the same. The saints he is writing to are to store up something to give each week in their homes. These things 

are likely taken to a common gathering place, as they have already been collected when Paul arrives.  

Paul says he’ll send those who the church designates to take the collection along with a letter to 

Jerusalem. He sends someone in the church rather than himself so that there is trust and accountability for the 

portion given by the church. This is important as it maintains integrity in the collection process. If Paul needs to 
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go with that person, he offers to do so. This would likely be due to a larger collection, so that there is more 

accountability amongst the saints for the collection that is being sent to Jerusalem (Hodge).  

 

16:5-11 – In verses 5-9, Paul notifies the Corinthians of an apparent change of plans (Hodge), as he says he will 

first pass through Macedonia before coming to them and then stay with them for some time. He desires to stay 

in Corinth for some time with them so that they can help him along as he journeys—but he is also likely to 

encourage and preach to the Corinthians as a follow up to his letter (Hodge). Additionally, Paul seems to have 

changed his plans to stay longer in Ephesus due to a “wide door for effective work.”  

I want to point out the fact that Paul has plans for himself but is constantly including the Lord’s will in 

his plans—and making adjustments to his plans to follow the Lord, as we will see a few verses down. I pray that 

we would take this same approach to ministry and life, making plans that we believe are honoring to the Lord 

and considering his Word in all that we do, but being willing to put his will above our own and make changes 

that glorify the Lord and benefit the kingdom. Paul also notes there are adversaries to the gospel, so he likely 

wants to remain there to preach the truth of the gospel and expose false teachers (Hodge).    

Because he is not yet coming to the Corinthians, Paul sends Timothy ahead of him, instructing them to 

welcome him and help him along. Timothy is trusted by Paul to carry out God’s calling for him in Corinth and 

return to Ephesus when his work is completed. 

 

16:12-18 – In verse 12, Paul writes that Apollos won’t come to the Corinthians just yet, and we really aren’t 

given an explanation for this, except that Paul is just informing the church. However, we do see in Acts 18:24-

28 that Apollos is being faithful in the Lord’s work in Ephesus, helping along believers and refuting those who 

attempt to preach falsely. The next verse instructs the church to “be watchful, stand firm, act like men, be 

strong” and is followed by the command to “Let all you do be done in love.” These are important for the church 

to remember. They should watch for corruption that may occur in the church, like the division that has occurred 

in Corinth or Judaizers trying to add to the gospel. They should stand firm on the Word, or as some members of 

our body often say, “Let the text be the text.” This should shape all our views on life as a follower of Christ and 

be the foundation we refer to for all things. Paul instructs the Corinthians to “act like men” who will be 

courageous and bold in withstanding any trials or persecution. This requires strength, but all of this should be 

done in love. We should remember how Jesus has forgiven our sin and restored us, and we should live in the 

freedom that comes from this assurance. It also means living under the authority of the Word and doing these 

things we are commanded to do to honor Christ and show his love to others. 

 The household of Stephanas are the first of the converts in the Corinthian church in Achaia, and they 

have been devoted to serving Christ and the church. Because of this, the church is instructed likewise to serve 

them and do as they have done.  

 Finally, in verses 17 and 18, Paul says that he rejoices at the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 

Achaicus, saying that they have made up for the Corinthians’ absence. I don’t believe that, based on the tone of 

the passage, this is meant as a snarky comment towards the Corinthians, but that they simply were not with Paul 

when writing this letter in Ephesus (Hodge). The three names listed, as members of the Corinthian church, have 

refreshed Paul’s spirits with their faithfulness, and they stand in the place of the church when they have come to 

Ephesus. Paul then says to recognize people that refresh you in this way. I love this command from Paul – and I 

think we really should let people know when they are encouraging to us, thank them for it, and thank the Lord 

for their impact. 

 

16:19-24 – Here, Paul gives final greetings from himself, the churches in Asia, and Aquila and Prisca. The latter 

two journeyed with Paul to Ephesus, and formerly lived in Corinth, so I’d assume they were known by the 

Corinthians (Hodge). Ending the letter, Paul writes with his own hand to authenticate the letter, and ends the 

letter pleading for God’s judgment to come and sending love in Christ to his fellow believers. 

 

 

 

The Main Point 
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Paul instructs the church at Corinth on a collection that is to be sent to the impoverished in Jerusalem, 

updates the church on his plans to visit them and his work in Ephesus, and gives final a encouragement to them 

to remain in Christ as he bids farewell.  

 

 

A Few Relevant Scriptures 

• Romans 15:25-29 – Paul discusses taking aid to Jerusalem and the reason other saints are obligated to 

give to those in need.  

• Acts 18:24-28 – Apollos, while in Ephesus, is being faithful to the Lord teaching truth and refuting false 

gospels.  
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