
I love this time of year.  As soon as 
school gets out we make the big 

push for Vacation Bible School 
(which is AWESOME!).  Next, we 
coast through Summer while 
everyone takes a break.  Then, 

September comes.  And, the church 
kicks back into high gear!  We get 
busy, but it’s a good busy.  Take a 
look at this newsletter and you’ll 
see what I mean.  Senior Coffee 

returns (one of my personal 
favorites).  Two brand new 
programs will start; Grief Share 
and Battle Plan.  The choir begins 
working towards the Christmas 
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Finance Meeting 7PM 

Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00PM 

Senior Coffee 9AM 

Choir Cantata Planning Potluck 6PM 

Grief Share 7-9PM 

Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00PM 

Single Board Seminar at FUMC Boyd, 9AM—12PM 

Battle Plan for Prayer 5:30—7PM 

Grief Share 7-9PM 

Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00PM 

Senior Coffee 9AM 

Park it Market Yard Sale 7-10AM 

Battle Plan for Prayer 5:30—7PM 

Grief Share will not meet this week. 

Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00PM 
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September Important Dates 

Cantata.  Charge Conference is 
on the horizon and we hold 

many meetings to prepare.  
Youth group and the DOG 
pound get more active.  And, 
the Heart 2 Heart events bring 
back some long-time favorite 

activities!  Yeah, baby, busy!  
I hope September has 
something that appeals to you.  
If something is missing, and 
you know what that something 
is, talk to me.  I am open to 
starting additional ministries 
to fit specific needs. 

In Christ, 

Rocky 

Your Testimony;  

Are you Ready? 

If you would like to videotape your 
testimony, and allow it to be seen 
during worship, please talk to Rocky. 

Taping is discreet, and we don’t allow 
others to see the tape until you are 

happy with it.  Our church has some 
absolutely amazing stories of ‘What 
Jesus has done for me’.   

We are blessed when our testimony is  
shared.   

Your Testimony; Are you Ready?  

Give it some thought. 



Page 2 NE WS LE TT ER  

1) Are your experiences of grief "normal";  

2) Practical ways to not get stuck in the grieving 
process;  

3) Lessons grief teaches us and what heaven is 
like.  

Each seminar is combined with a small group 
discussion to allow participants time to talk about 
the content of the video and about how they are 
dealing with the death of their loved one.  

Please, if you or anyone you know needs this, join 
us in the church library on Tuesday nights @ 7pm.   

Contact me to let me know you are attending, so I 
can make sure everyone has a workbook.  

Jackie Ellison (940-391-3790) 

Tuesdays    7-9pm 

September 13 - December 13 

Volunteers Heavenly Perks Invocation (11AM) Communion Server 

4 Kimberly R and Kris C Kris C 
9AM—Barney S 

11AM—Anthony H 

11 Beth S and Scott P   

18 Debbie G and Anita W Joey A  

25 Ellen T and Chris M Nancy D  

 

Senior Coffee returns !!! 

We meet in Heavenly Perks at 9:00AM 

on the second and fourth Thursday  

of each month.   

Join us in September 

on the 8th and 22nd.   

This is just conversation and coffee.  
It’s a wonderful way to get to know 
other people in the church.   

You don’t actually have to be a senior 
to attend, anyone is welcome. 

The choir will 
be performing 
a Cantata 
again this 
Christmas.  

We have a 
planning 
meeting at the 
DiMarco’s 
home in Denton on September 11th 
at 6:00 pm.  This is a potluck 
meeting.  Bring a dish, and a song 
you would like to recommend for 
the Cantata. 

To my church family, 

Many of you know that I my dad passed away 
almost two years ago.  And, no matter what the 
circumstances, grief is a painful process.  

I am leading a grief recovery support group called 
GriefShare this Fall.  

GriefShare is a weekly video seminar featuring 
some of the nation's foremost experts on grief 
recovery topics, such as:  

Tuesdays    7-9pm 

 

 

September 13 - De-

Worship Sign Up 
Would you like to help serve Communion, or give the Invocation 
during the 11:00 worship service?  Please sign up!   

Talk to Rocky, or put your name on one of the sign-up sheets when 
they are circulated during worship.  Your commitment will run from 
October through April. 
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Ponder UMC - Park-it Market 

Cleaning out as you gear up for school?  Looking to make some 
space in your home or garage?  Don't throw it away!  Sell it at 
the Ponder UMC Park-it Market!!! 

When: Saturday, September 24th from 7:00-10:00 am 

What: Multi-family garage sale 

Where: 104 Remington Park Ln (Ponder United Methodist 
church parking lot) 

No cost!  There is no cost to come out and sell what you have 
to offer.  You keep all your proceeds.  

At the end of the Park-it Market you are responsible for 
removing any items not sold.  Please do not leave these at the 
church.   

I would like to put ads in the local newspapers.  If you plan on 
coming out to sell, please let me know the general categories 
of items you expect to have available for purchase.   

Any questions - Katelyn.Bristow@gmail.com or 940-391-4194 

01 – Joel Pittman 

02 – Kelly Wagner 

08 – Avery Ellison  

14 – Del Thomas 

17 – Shelby Garner 

29 – Kaye Bolton 

The Children's Sunday School Class continues 

to follow the book "Walking The Bible", an 

illustrated journey for kids through the greatest 

stories ever told, by New York Times best selling 

author, Bruce Feiler.  Every week the kids are 

excited to hear the next chapter, and to have class 

discussion, and they get to follow up with a fun 

craft or game that relates to the chapter.  We will 

be wrapping up this series by the end of 

September. 

All the kids at our Wednesday night bible study 

groups ended the summer and celebrated the 

beginning of the school year by having a huge 

water balloon fight with hundreds of water 

balloons!  We were all so soaked including Katie 

Corkins, leader of Jesus Fandom, and myself, that 

we had the Bible Study and group prayer sitting in 

the parking lot!  I am amazed at the depth of our 

discussions during Bible Study and the depth of 

faith that I witness continuing to grow in our 

kids.  Praise the Lord! 

In Christ, 

Tish Turner, Children's Pastor 
Single Board—Administration 

The United Methodist Church has authorized 

a new form of self-government for small 

churches (under 100 members).  It 

eliminates all of the existing committees and 

replaces them with a single board of 9.  

These 9 members perform all of the 

functions of the Finance, SPR, Trustee, and 

Administrative Councils.  It is a streamlined 

process of administration.   

Anyone who is interested can come with 

Rocky on Saturday, September 17th, from 

9:00 to 12:00 to attend a seminar on changing 

to a Single Board model.  Dr. George Fisk, 

the Conference expert on Single Board, will 

be making the presentation and answering 

questions.   

Please help PUMC decide if this is a proper 

move for us. 

mailto:Katelyn.Bristow@gmail.com
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Pictures: Baptism of Griffin Hendrix Sroka on August 28, 2016 
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Pictured  are:   

Dennis, Matt, Nancy DiMarco, 

Annie and Pete Sroka  
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Inspired by the movie, War Room,  

‘The Battle Plan for Prayer Bible Study’.   

 The Struggle is Real.  But so is the power of prayer. 

Develop a prayer strategy all your own as you learn to 

be specific and strategic in prayer through this 8 – 

session Bible Study.  Learn to fight your battles the 

right way through prayer. 

Monday nights beginning September 19 5:30 —7PM.  

This Bible Study also has five days of homework to be 

completed each week.  This study should take us up to 

Thanksgiving. 

Let Debbie Gustafson (940-395-1789) know if you are 

interested in attending this study.  I have a study book 

for you.    (Heads up! The first Monday each month 

there will be 

no meeting as 

Debbie has 

another 

obligation.)   

Congratulations to Mike and DiDi Smith on the 
birth of their new grandson!   

Riot Lawrence Smith was born on August 30th.  
He arrived weighing 8 pounds 7 ounces, and 20 
inches long. 



104 Remington Park Lane 

PO Box 16 

Ponder, TX 76259 

P ON DE R  U NITE D  METHODIST  C HURCH  

We’re on the web 

www.ponderumc.org 
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Constant Communication  

Abraham was to be the father of many nations; 

God held a land of promise for him. But from one 

generation to the next, jealousy reared its head. 

Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, and that 

would have been the end of the story except that 

God had a plan. He used one who remained 

faithful to Him to be the savior of Egypt in a time 

of famine. The key is that Joseph remained 

faithful. As today’s verse confirms, the Lord was 

with Joseph. 

 

There had to be a two-way conversation on a 

regular basis for that to be the case. It was Joseph 

who interpreted the dreams of the baker, the cup 

bearer, even Pharaoh himself…and God elevated 

him to the second highest position of the land. 

 

Maybe you are not called to be a ruler, but you are 

encouraged to be in constant communication with 

the God of creation. He says, “Call to me and I will 

answer you.” (Jeremiah 33:3). Lift up your voice to 

Him who will work all things together for good 

(Romans 8:28).  

Include pleas for the people and leaders of this 

nation – that their course will be directed toward 

God.  

The Lord was with him and that 
the Lord caused all that he did 

to succeed in his hands. 

Genesis 39:3 
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Moms In Prayer (MIP) returns on September 6th. 

If you would like to pray for our school children, their 
teachers, and the school administrators, please be in 
the Library on Tuesday mornings at 8:30.  The prayer 
meeting usually lasts one hour. 

If you have any questions, please contact Joey 
Arterberry. 


