November 2016

Thank you so much for your generosity!
Jackie and I are genuinely touched by
your amazing generosity to us during
Pastor Appreciation Sunday. Thank you
for the gift cards (we will use every one
of them). Thank you for the money
(we’ve already used most of it). And,
thank you for the beautiful hand
stitched artwork (I’ve included a picture
for those who haven’t seen it). Please
know that I do not take your kindness
for granted. I am aware of how very
fortunate I am to be your Pastor.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.
In Christ,

Important November Dates
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Bible Study, DOG 6:30 pm
Daylight savings ends. Turn clocks back one hour.
All Saints Sunday
Battle Plan does not meet (first Monday)
Moms in Prayer 8:30am
Grief Share 7pm
Bible Study, DOG 6:30 pm
Senior Coffee 9 am.
PISD Veteran Day Celebration 9:20am
Heart 2 Heart Thanksgiving basket workshop.
Charge Conference @ Christ UMC Plano 3-5 pm.
Battle Plan 5:30 pm
Moms in Prayer 8:30am
Grief Share 7pm
Bible Study, DOG 6:30 pm
Last Sunday in the book of Acts.
Battle Plan 5:30 pm
Moms in Prayer 8:30am
Grief Share 7pm
All Wednesday events cancelled.
Thanksgiving.
First Sunday of Advent.
Christmas in the Park. Deussen Park. 5pm.
Moms in Prayer 8:30am
Grief Share 7pm
Bible Study, DOG 6:30 pm

Please join us on All Saints Sunday
(November 6th) to remember those
persons who have passed away in
the last calendar year. We are
shaped by those who go ahead of
us, and we owe our faith to those
who shared theirs. This is a special day to remember
our departed loved ones.

Our ‘official’ Charge Conference is on
Sunday, November
13th.
We will join with
125 other churches
at Christ UMC in
Plano.
This will primarily
be a worship service. The District
Superintendent will lead us in worship
from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.
Anyone is welcome to attend.

Let Rocky know if you want to go.
All Wednesday

Senior Coffee
Senior Coffee will meet only once
in November.

Please join us on Thursday,
November 10th at 9am.
You don’t have to be a senior to
attend. Anyone is welcome.

activities on
November 23rd are

CANCELLED!
Enjoy your
families over the
Thanksgiving
holiday!

The season of Advent
(waiting for the birth of Jesus)
begins Sunday, November 27th
Join us as we prepare for
Christmas. We will sing many
of your favorite Christmas

Topics in November include:
8 Complicating factors
15 Stuck in Grief
22 Lessons of Grief, part 1 (Why
grief is so painful. Why going to
church is so difficult)
29 Lessons of Grief, part 2 (Who they
are now that your loved one is gone.
No one grieves perfectly)
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hymns. We will leave behind
the book of Acts and begin
looking at the birth of Jesus
through the eyes of Luke. This
is a really heartwarming time
of year.
Please make plans to be
present in worship.
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Volunteers

Heavenly Perks

Invocation (11AM)

Communion Server

6

Ellen Taliaferro and Lybeth & Eri

Debbie G

9AM—Barney S
11AM—Scott P

13

Jody S and Tori D

Tori D

20

Kaye B and Joey A

Nancy D

27

Beth S and Scott P

Solange L

We are looking for a new Youth Director.
This is a paid position that reports directly to the Pastor.
The applicant must be at least 21 years old.
There are other conditions of employment.
Please speak to Rocky if you, or someone you know,
is interested.

Chili Cook—Off recap!

Chili Winners were:

Well the ladies of our Heart2Heart Women's Ministry put

 Best Overall Chili: Rebecca Lavender

on another successful Chili Cook-Off on Saturday,

 Best Chili with Beans: Bill Baumann

October 29th, but all the credit and thanks go to ALL of

 Best Chili Without Beef: Katie Bristow

you that gave so generously of your time and energy to
make this event such a success! It was truly a wonderful
evening of fun, great food, entertainment and fellowship!

 Best Hottest Chili: Rebecca Lavender
Dessert Winners were:

To our delight, our amazing Praise Band played all of our

 Overall Best Dessert: Debbie Gustafson

favorites including "Happy Birthday" to Chris

 Most Creative: Jackie Ellison

Mills! Special entertainment and activities were provided

 Most Flavorful: Kaye Bolton

for the children including face painting by Joyce

 Most Beautiful: Carol Navis

McKelvey, the bounce house and DVD movies in the
green room.
All competition entries of Chili, Dessert and Cornbread
were entered by 4:00pm and the judging began!
Chili Judges were: Earl Kelley, DeRoyce Bolton, David
Garza and Assistant Judge, Dane Garza

Best Cornbread: Carol Navis
A special thanks to Scott Putnam and Bill Putnam for
manning the Entry Table!
We really appreciate all of you! Thanks again!

In Christ, Beth Sappington and Tish Turner

Dessert Judges were: Jackie Kelley and Jane Moynagh
Cornbread Judge: Veronica Kronvall
The winners were announced at 5:00pm and prizes were
handed out after the Blessing and the dinner began. The
Overall Best Chili prize was a $25 Chili restaurant gift
certificate and trophy, created by Jackie Ellison and
Loretta DeVries.
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Pictures
Congratulations!!
Rebecca Lavender
for winning the chili cook-off.
Her “Hot” chili won both the
‘hot’ category, and the overall
best chili.
Way to go, Rebecca!!

Congratulations !!
Anthony and Britney Hurmence
on your Bundles of Joy!!
Hannah Paige & Matthew Ryan
5lbs12oz and 19 in / 5lbs 10oz and 18.5 in

born on October 25, 2016
(on their Dad’s birthday)

Matthew has his eyes open; Hannah does not.

Twins

Sometimes miracles come in pairs
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Veteran’s Day
Celebration
Friday, November 11, 2016
Ponder Elementary School
At 9:30am, the students will
present a special Veteran’s Day
program for you, your family
members and the students.
At 11AM, lunch will be served for
our veteran’s and their families.
Please
RSVP
to
Ponder
Elementary School at 940-4798230.

Once again we have
been asked to help
with the annual
Ponder Thanksgiving
Basket program
which provides food
items for a
Thanksgiving dinner
for families in need
in our community. The First Baptist Church is handling the
applications and determining which families need help. Last year’s
program we were given a list of items to purchase based on the
size of the family assigned. Last year’s costs to purchase items for a
family of 4 were about $42; while the family of 5-6 estimated cost
was $52. In additional to the food items listed, $20 in cash is
requested for each family. This $20 goes toward the turkey and
any refrigerated items that that are needed.
In 2015, we were originally assigned three families; 2 families of 4
and 1 family of 5 and then we were assigned two more families.
If you are interested, please let Debbie know (cell 940-395-1789
or email debbie_doll1@hotmail.com):
 if you can purchase items for a family (which size of family), or
 if you could help by providing cash toward a family's basket, or
 if you want to partner with another church family to split the
cost.
If your family is in need, applications are available from the Baptist
Church or from the school. Applications are to be turned in by
November 11, 2016.
Baskets of food will need to be turned in to the First Baptist Church
on Sunday, November 20, 2016.

11/8 Eri Robb
11/15 DeRoyce Bolton
11/19 Kimmie Corkins
11/19 Scott Putnam
11/24 Kirk Gardner
11/26 Dennis DiMarco
I apologize … I missed listing two birthdays in the
October newsletter.
Chris Mills on the 29th & Ellen Taliaferro on the 30th
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We’re on the web

More Than Ready

www.ponderumc.org

Jesus tells the story of the prodigal son where a

P ONDER U NITED M ETHODIST C HURCH
104 Remington Park Lane
PO Box 16
Ponder, TX 76259

son requests his inheritance and goes off and
spends it foolishly. In the end, he starved while
the pigs ate better than he did. He came to his
senses and returned home to his father. He did
not do anything to earn his father’s compassion,
except turn from his current lifestyle and run into
his arms.

I will bring them back because I
have compassion on them, and
they shall be as though I had
not rejected them.

Zechariah 10:6

Sunday, November 27th at 5PM
Eddie Deussen Park
Santa will be here.
The PUMC
children’s choir and the 11am worship
choir will perform. Choirs from the
Baptist church will also perform.
The Lady VIPs will be serving
cookies, hot chocolate and coffee.
When darkness falls, the Christmas
lights at the park will be lit. Beautiful!
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God was the same in the Old Testament. He
wanted His people to turn to Him. When they did
wickedly, He punished them. However, when they
were ready to turn from their ways and run to
Him, the Lord was more than ready to take them
back. Today’s verse shows that God even initiates
repentance.
Today, many may feel that nudge toward
repentance, but it’s up to them to run to God who
is waiting with open arms. Ask God to continue to
woo the unbeliever to Himself and that He will
open their eyes to their need of salvation. Pray
also for spiritual revival in America, especially
during this election season.

Page 6

