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We’ve had a really good year! Both of
our worship services have 5-10% more
people than at this time last year. Our
2016 budget is larger than 2015, yet we
are ahead of schedule on charitable
giving
to
meet
the
budget.
Preparations for Vacation Bible School
(our largest missional outreach of the
year) went more smoothly than in any
previous year. And, people seem to be
in good spirits. I’ve heard very few
complaints about – well, anything. We
are all getting along and it seems like
we genuinely like each other. I have to
tell you, for a Pastor this is about as
good as it gets.
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Annual Conference
Annual Conference
Annual Conference
Annual Conference
Vacation Bible School Setup 12:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School 6:00-8:00 pm.
Vacation Bible School Tear Down 10:00 am.
Father’s Day
Heart 2 Heart Independence day Decorations

I don’t know what the next 12 months
hold for us. I am very prayerful that
God has planned more of the same.
But, here’s the deal. I believe God has
big things in store for us. I believe he
wants more from us. That means
change. Change creates tension and
conflict. And, after such a period of
prosperity, tension and conflict can be
incorrectly interpreted as “The church
has problems”. When life goes from
idyllic to challenging we tend to ask,
“What went wrong?” The truth is life
(and church) should have periods of
challenge. That’s how we know we
are doing something worthwhile. I
believe in us. I believe we are ready
to do something worthwhile. I believe
we have challenges ahead. Thanks for
your help.
In Christ,
Rocky
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Vacation Bible School runs from June 13th through the
17th, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm each night. Vacation Bible
School touches more families who do not worship with
us than any other event during the year. For many of
these families this is the only time they will walk into a
church. For many of these children this is the only
time they will hear about Jesus.
I know VBS is a lot of work, but thank you everyone
who helps make it such a success. I really appreciate
all of your very hard work and devotion to growing the
Kingdom.

Cancellations—no Wednesday activities
Because Vacation Bible School is so physically
and emotionally exhausting we cancel all other
events during the month of June.

Senior Coffee is
taking a summer
break; back
September 8th

There will be
no Wednesday activities
during June.
Spend that time preparing or refreshing.

Volunteers

Heavenly Perks

Opening Prayer

Communion Server

5

Anita W and Lybeth & Eri

Debbie G

9AM—Alan T
11AM—DiDi S

12

Beth S and Scott P

Jeff R

19

Kimberly R and Tish T

Freda T

26

Debbie G and Kris C

Kris C

July 03

Katie B and Michele W

Nancy D

9AM—Sarah S
11AM—Scott P

Ponder United Methodist Church announces VBS!!
This year's theme is Egypt - Joseph's Journey from Prison to Palace
June 13 - 17, 2016 5:30PM - 8PM Monday - Thursday
No pre-registration - Come prepared to register on Monday, June 13th

Reminder - we are asking your child(ren) to not wear flip flops to VBS. Your child(ren) will be more
comfortable (and safer) wearing tennis shoes especially for the outdoor activities.

Friday, June 17th come and see what your child(ren) learned this week in a short program
beginning at 6PM. Please have your child(ren) wear their new VBS t-shirt.

Then comes our annual V B S P A R T Y - we will be serving grilled hamburgers, hotdogs,
homemade cookies and drinks. There will be tables and chairs set up in our parking lot for your
convenience.
Also included at the party will be a 23ft water slide with a 60ft slip-n-slide.
Remember your swimsuits and bring a towel. Even adults can join the water fun!! Hope to see you there!!
If you have questions about VBS, please contact Tish Turner @ 972-839-2335
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VBS Mission—Collecting Toilet Paper
We will be collecting toilet paper during Vacation
Bible School this year.

Choir

Each day as
more rolls arrive
we will build a pyramid
(to match our Egypt theme).

The choir will take the month of June off.
Music is a huge part of our worship
experience. The absence of the choir
helps remind us just how much we
appreciate them the other 11 months.

All of the paper collected will be given
to the homeless families processed by
Serve Denton.

VBS Tear Down
Everyone’s help is needed on Saturday, June 18th at 10:00 am
to tear down the VBS decorations and get the sanctuary ready
for worship on the 19th.
We need to put all the chairs back in the sanctuary, restocking
each chair with a Bible, and a red and a blue hymnal.
Every room in the church will need to changed back into
Sunday school or children’s church. And, there is always a
lot of garbage to take out to the dumpster.

Thank you, everyone who can help us
transition from Joseph in Egypt back to
Sunday in Ponder.

Annual Conference runs from June 5th through
the 8th. Jackie and Rocky will be in Plano those
four days.
If you have a crisis and need Rocky please leave
a message on his cell phone (940-390-0153), or
text
him,
or
email
him
(Rev.RockyEllison@yahoo.com).
He will get
back to you on the very next break. If Rocky
can’t help you he will find someone who can.
Kinsey Bristow

Douglas Gustafson

June 3rd

June 13th

Morgan Wagner
June 10th
Jackie Kelley
June 15th
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Receiving New Members

Bill and Sheila Baumann joined March 27th
Included in photo is Tish, Nathan and Derek Turner and Rocky

Brittany and Anthony Hurmence join January 31, 2016

Hello!
Introducing

Griffin Hendrix Sroka

May 15, 2016 7 lb 1 oz & 21 in
Welcomed by Annie and Pete Sroka!
Also welcomed by Nancy and Dennis DiMarco!!
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Pictures from Pentecost Sunday

Our children filled white
balloons with Helium to depict
the Holy Spirit’s presence on
Pentecost Sunday.
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We’re on the web
www.ponderumc.org

Faith and Action

“Practice what you preach” is a common phrase that’s
not commonly adhered to. Christians often struggle
with what God’s will is for their lives even though His
P ONDER U NITED METHODIST C HURCH
principles are clearly stated in the Bible…as they are
in today’s verse. Do justice. Love kindness. Walk
104 Remington Park Lane
PO Box 16
humbly.
Ponder, TX 76259
James
2
shows
the
Love God &
relationship of faith and
What
does
the
Lord
action. Belief in God leads to
Be Nice to People
require of you but to do action. He says, “I will show
justice, and to love
you my faith by my
kindness, and to walk works.” (James 2:18) What
humbly with your God? actions spring from your faith
Micah 6:8
today? How do you show that
you love justice and kindness?
How are you walking humbly with your God?
In Romans 2, Paul asks his readers if they preach one
thing and do the opposite. Spend some time today
examining your actions. Are you acting in accordance
with your beliefs? Do you trust that God answers
prayer? If so, spend some time on your knees for your
nation, believing that God will answer your
intercessions for America’s citizens and its current
and future leaders in Washington D.C.

VBS Daily lessons include:
Day 1 God gives us hope
Joseph Interprets dreams in prison (Genesis 40:1-23)
Day 2 God gives us special abilities
Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge. (Genesis 41_1-40)
Day 3 God gives us wisdom
Joseph leads Egypt through famine. (Genesis 41:41-42:5)
Day 4 God gives us forgiveness
Joseph forgives his brothers. (Genesis 42:6-45:15)
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Basketball
goal given
to PUMC
by Derek
and Nathan
Turner.
Thank you
Turners!!
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