April 2016

We recently set a record. You
probably didn’t notice.
Easter
Sunday 2016 was the largest
attendance ever for Ponder UMC
worship. Our Sunrise service had
19 people – 5 more than last year.
Our 9:00 Casual service had 37
people – 6 more than last year.
And, our 11:00 Traditional service
had 80 people – 18 more than last
year. All together we had 136 in
church that day, which breaks our
old record of 125 (which
happened during our first Easter
in the new building -2011).

Thank you for your continued
support of the little church with the
big heart. Thank you for making us
‘Not What You Expect’ in a good
way. Thank you for your support of
the SCI prescriptions, and program
changes made over the past 2
years. Thank you for welcoming
visitors and guests in a way that
makes them want to come back.
Thank you for the spirit of family
and cooperation that pervades
everything we do. Thank you.
In Christ,
Rocky
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God is inviting you to experience Him in an intimate
love relationship through which he reveals to you His
will, His ways, and His work.
Sunday, April 10th, the Adult Sunday School class
starts a new Bible Study called Experiencing God by
Henry and Richard Blackaby. This study will teach
you how to …
Know when He is speaking to you;
Recognize His activity around you;
Adjust your life to Him and His ways;
Identify what He wants to do through you;
Respond to His activity in your life.

Come and join us Experiencing God!
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Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00 pm.
Senior Coffee 9:00 am.
Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00 pm.
Heart 2 Heart Pizza and Movie 6:30pm.
Fellowship Dinner, 12pm
Bible Study, Jesus Fandom, DOG 6:30-8:00 pm.
Senior Coffee 9:00 am.

A Special Thank You to Ken Corkins
Who is Ken? Ken makes worship happen every
Sunday. Ken not only plays in the 9am band
and directs the 11am choir, but he creates the
slides that appear on the screen during worship
and he trouble shoots any technical problems
that occur. There is no doubt our worship would
be far less dynamic and upbeat without Ken’s
considerable involvement each week.

Thank you Ken!

Senior Coffee

April
14th and
28th
9AM

Senior Coffee will be on Thursday,
April 14th and 28th, at 9:00 am.
You don’t have to be a Senior to
participate. If you enjoy just
sitting and visiting with other
members of the church, then this is
the place for you!
Meet in Heavenly Perks.

Volunteers

Heavenly Perks

Opening Prayer

3

Sarah S and Beth S

Rebecca L

10

Katie B and Linda E

Debbie G

17

Chris M and DiMarcos

Joey A

24

Joey A and Freda T

Lynne V

May 1

Tish T and Sarah S

Katie B

Fellowship
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9AM—Barney S
11AM—Britney H

9AM—Kimberly R
11AM—Amanda McClure

Dinner

We will have a pot
luck fellowship
dinner on Sunday,
April 24th,
at 12:00 pm.
Please bring either
an entrée, a
vegetable dish, or a
dessert large enough
to feed twice the
number of members
in your family.

Communion Server

Seating will be available
in Heavenly Perks, and if
the weather cooperates,
in the back yard Pavilion.
We haven’t had a dinner
in quite a while.
Please come, participate,
and get to know all of the
members of your church!

Potluck Dinner
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HEART 2 HEART

What:

Katie

Movie Night!!!
The War Room

Who:

You & your girl friends

When:
Where:
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Friday, April 22
Pizza (provided) at 6:30 pm
Movie at 7:15 pm
PUMC Sanctuary

If you have any questions, please
contact me at: 940-391-4194 or
Katelyn.Bristow@gmail.com
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MIDNIGHT RESCUE
Tucked away in the pages of Acts is a story of a boy
who came to hear the apostle Paul preach. A young
man named Eutychus sat in the windows of a house.
As the night grew long, lamps were lit and it grew

warm in the room. Eutychus couldn’t help himself
and fell into a deep sleep. Tragically, the youth fell
As we have gone through this Lent season
with deep self reflection, I have from the third story window and was killed.

Tish’s Blessings

counted my blessings everyday and
thanked God for all of them and the
greatest blessing of all, our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, dying on the cross
for our sins. What amazing grace!
But I've counted all of you as
tremendous blessings to our Children's
Ministry, thank all of you that continue
to give of yourselves so generously.
On Palm Sunday, our precious children
came marching into our sanctuary,
dressed
in period costume, with their
Palm branches waving and sang Hosanna,
Loud Hosanna, with special instruction
and piano accompaniment by Nancy
DiMarco. Thank You Nancy!

Continued page 5
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June 13 — 17

Mark your calendars for this event and
join us on this amazing journey. If you would
like to volunteer, please get with Rocky or Tish.
Kris Corkins will be setting up our online
registration soon. Please sign up as many children
as you know, gathering them for the Lord.

What you didn't see as soon as the
children were dismissed to Children's
Church and the door was closed, there
was a flurry of costume clothing flying
in every direction to the amazement of
Eri and myself!
That was short lived.
Lol. Thank all of you that donated the
bed linens and tablecloths, all the Thanks to all our seasoned volunteers for making
fabric that went into making the last year's VBS such a great success, we hope you
children's costumes.
And thanks so will be with us again this year!
Continue on page 4, see Thanks
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Thanks, continued from page 3

much to Beth
Taliaferro, and

Sappington, Ellen
Jody Santo as I am

witness to their hours of loving labor
in making these adorable children's
costumes. Good going ladies!
On Easter Sunday we had an Easter egg
hunt during our Sunday School.
Easter
gift bags with wonderful goodies and fun
gifts were provided by Ginger Deussen.
Thank You Ginger! Easter eggs filled
with candy and prizes were provided by
Tina Stevens, Melody and Amelie's mom.
Thank you Tina!
An assortment of
colorful cross necklaces were provided
by LyBeth and Eri Robb.
Thank you
LyBeth and Eri! Easter pencils and
other fun classroom supplies were
provided by Anita Washburn. Thank You
Anita! And someone brought in jumbo
bubble wands, with strict instructions
for outdoor use only!
Thank you so
much for your special efforts and
letting our children feel your love.

Bill Putnam did a great job hanging
our new magnetic dry erase board in
the Children's Ministry classroom.
Looks great Bill!
Thanks so much
Bill!
Maybe you should give
handyman 101 classes to some of our
husbands.
A special thank you goes out to Doug
Gusta fson
fo r
working
in
our
Children's
Ministry
classroom
multiple Sundays installing a new
server and monitor and downloading
updated software and firewall donated
by Debbie Gustafson. A simple thanks
is not enough for all you do for us,

I thank God for you both, Doug and
Debbie.

Have you heard?

… PUMC to
be featured at the upcoming Annual
Conference (June 2016).
Video on a
Sunday morning will be taken to capture
the overall MOMENTUM that SCI has given
our congregation. The SCI program is
looking to inspire other small churches
with our success.

VBS Daily lessons include:
1

God gives us hope

Joseph interprets dreams in prison. Genesis 40:1-23

2

God gives us special abilities

Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge.

3

God gives us wisdom

Joseph leads Egypt through famine. Genesis 41:41-42:5

4

God gives us forgiveness

Joseph forgives his brothers.

Genesis 42:6-45:15

5

God gives us a family

Joseph settles his family in Egypt.

Genesis 45:16-47:27

Prayer Partners
Thank you to those who participated
in Prayer Partners. If you did not
hear from your partner Debbie has
the list of who prayed for whom and
would be happy to share with you.
Guess how many participants this
year? Answers found on the right
side.
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Genesis 41:1-40

(oh no! - More Thanks)
Year

# Participants

2016

43

2015

45

2014

30

2013

44

2012

32

2011

42
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We’re on the web

Do You Recognize Him?

www.ponderumc.org

Prosopagnosia, also known as face blindness, is a

P ONDER U NITED METHODIST C HURCH
104 Remington Park Lane
PO Box 16
Ponder, TX 76259

neurological disorder that impairs one’s ability to
recognize faces. In extreme cases, the sufferer has
difficulty recognizing family members and
sometimes even their own reflection.

They came back saying that
they had even seen a vision
of angels, who said that he
was alive.
Luke 24:23

Love God &
Be Nice to People
Continued from page 3, Midnight Rescue

The individuals speaking in today’s verse may not

Or so it seemed. Paul went down to where they
boy lay, gathered him up, and said, “Do not be
alarmed, for his life is in him.” (Acts 20:10)
Paul then spent the rest of the night talking to
those assembled and even ate with them. In the
morning, today’s passage declares that the boy
was fully recovered, life redeemed from death.

And they took the youth
away alive,
and were not a little
comforted.

have had prosopagnosia, but they had difficulty
recognizing the risen Savior. Mary Magdalene,
Joanna and Mary the mother of James found His
tomb empty and told the disciples. That same day,
some were traveling to Emmaus discussing what
had transpired. Jesus joined them on their walk,
but they were prevented from recognizing Him.
They recounted the week’s remarkable events…and
eventually Christ revealed Himself to the travelers.
They remembered their hearts burning within
them while they walked and talked with the risen
Lord.

Acts 20:12

Christ was brought to life through the power
of His Father. That same power brought life
to Eutychus, and it can bring life to this
country and to you. With this nation on the
eve of a new presidential administration,
pray for a midnight rescue for all Americans

You’ve had moments where you didn’t recognize
the presence of Christ? Ask God to help you to see
Him more in your everyday circumstances and life
events. Pray also for the country’s leaders to hear
His voice, realize He is alive, and allow Him to
guide and direct them.

who are weary of the current state of
national politics. Ask God for a new
beginning

for

the

leaders

in

Washington D.C.
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