
8/1/21- This I Believe: Loving God Matters- Michael Hinnen 
Core 52- Chapter 31: Mark 12.29-31  
DT: God loves us, so we should love Him.  
FQ: But how do we love God? 
Objectives:  

- I want our congregation to know that our beliefs shape who we 
become.  

- I want our congregation to feel God’s love for them.  
- I want our congregation to obey the next step Jesus is calling them to 

take.  
 

I want to start off this morning by playing a little game together. I want 
you to tell me which of the items on the screen you believe is better. I’ll 
count to three and you shout out which you believe is better.   

- Basketball or Football?  
- Harry Potter or Star Wars? 
- Country Music or Rock N Roll? 
- McDonalds or Wendy’s?  
- Musicals or Non-musicals?  

Thanks for your participation. These are small, sometimes funny 
things that we believe that have been affected by our life experiences and 
what we value in this world. But what I want us to see is that even these 
small beliefs direct how we live our lives. If I like basketball more than 
football, I’m probably going to make sure to watch a basketball game if it is 
on rather than football. If I like Wendy’s better than McDonalds, when faced 
with the option of going to Mickey D’s or Wendy’s, I am almost always 
going to choose the Baconator. Our beliefs determine the trajectory of our 
lives, even the small beliefs. So how much more so when it comes to our 
beliefs about God, and His world, and how we can participate with Him in 
this world. 

So today, we are going to begin a new series for the next couple 
months called This I Believe, using our Core 52 book as a guide for us as 
we explore some of our beliefs that matter most, some of the important 
doctrines we believe about God and what He calls us to do. We need to do 
this in order to have a strong, firm foundation. In a world that tells us that 
we can believe whatever we want as long as we don’t push it on anybody 
else, we need to be different. We need a strong foundation of beliefs about 



God that guides the trajectory of our lives... Tragically, we have seen too 
recently what a building without a strong foundation does under too much 
weight. It crumbles… and 97 lives were lost because of a weak foundation. 
Friends, we need to make sure that our lives are not like that building. We 
need to make sure our foundation is strong and in place, so that when the 
weight of this world tries to pull us down and cause us to crumble, we stand 
firm on Jesus Christ, what we know to be true about Him and His world.  

And so today we are going to focus our attention on the belief: Loving 
God Matters. And here’s the sermon in a sentence: DT: God loves us, so 
we should love Him. Turn to the person on your right and say, “God loves 
us,” then say to the person on your left, “so we should love Him.” 1 John 
4.19, “We love because he first loved us.”  

But here’s the question: even if we believe loving God matters, how do 
we do it? How do we love God? Well, today we are going to answer that 
question by discussing 3 practical ways to love God from Mark 12.28-32. 
Go ahead and turn there in your Bibles. You have probably heard this story 
before, but I would imagine you are a little more familiar with Matthew’s 
account in Matthew 22.36-40. But in Mark it is a little bit different. There are 
a whole lot of religious leaders trying to trip up Jesus, to get Him to say 
something that is incorrect to shame Him, or to get Him to say something 
that is blasphemy so that they can kill Him. But one teacher of the Law is 
different than the rest and has an honest question for Jesus. Here’s the 
whole story in Mark 12.28-32.  

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of 
all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most 
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the 
man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no 
other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared 
ask him any more questions. 



I love this passage and I think it shows us 3 ways to love God. 

1. To love God, we must know God.  

When Jesus is asked, what is the most important commandment, 
Jesus begins by saying this: Mark. 12.29, “The most important one,” 
answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one.’” When Jesus answers this way, He is pointing back to 
Deuteronomy 6.4-5 and what is called the Great Shema. This was an 
ancient prayer that Jews would pray to God every morning and every night. 
And you’ve probably heard the ending of the prayer, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.” We are going to talk about that part in a second, but 
what we sometimes forget to talk about is that very first part of the prayer.  

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is One.” These are 
extremely important words. For the Jews who would repeat this every 
single morning and night, it reminded them that there was only one 
supreme God over all. They lived in a world that was full of idols, full of 
different gods that the people around them worshiped. And they were 
constantly being tempted to worship these other gods… But this prayer 
reminded them of the One true God that they worshiped. The God who had 
created everything and taken them out of slavery. The one who was 
present with them in the wilderness and would soon lead them into the 
promised land. They knew who their God was… and it led them to worship 
and love Him. 

And we must know who our God is too… Now when we say these 
words, “Hear O Israel: The LORD our God, the Lord is ONE,” they have a 
different meaning. When we say the LORD is One, not only are we 
recognizing that God alone is God, but we are also affirming what 
Christians call the Trinity. We are affirming that God is 3 Persons in 1 Being 
(hand motion). We believe that the Father is God, and the Son is God, and 
the Spirit is God (show image). We believe that the 3 Persons of the 
Trinity are living in a community of love together.  

Now if your brain hurts, that’s okay, it took the Church around 300 
years to figure out how to precisely talk about the Trinity, but if you want 
some Bible verses that talk about the Trinity, look at Mt. 28.18-20, where 
we are commanded to “Baptize them in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit” or at the baptism of Jesus in Mt. 3.16-17, when 



the Spirit comes down like a dove onto Jesus, and the voice of the Father 
says, “This is my son, whom I love.” So go check those verses out in your 
spare time. But here’s the point: the Trinity is important because the 
Trinity shows us who God is. God is a community of love between the 
Father, Son, and Spirit. And since God is a God of love, He invites us 
into a relationship with Himself. 

1 John 4.8-10 says this: “Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

To love God, we must know God… to know who He is! And our God is a 
God of love, epitomized in the death of Jesus Christ.  

This morning, we could focus on lots of different attributes of God, 
like His holiness (which means He is perfect and completely and utterly set 
apart from us in every single way); His sovereignty (how He is king of the 
world and rules over all); His goodness (how there is not even an ounce of 
evil in Him); His wisdom and justice (how He always does what is right). 
We could go on and on and on, but what I want us to focus on today is 
God’s love. Because God loved us so much, He created us. And God loves 
us so much He calls us into a relationship with Himself. And God loves us 
so much He was willing to die on a cross for us. And God loves us so much 
that He offers us salvation and new life through Jesus. God loves us.  

Turn to your neighbor again and say: God loves us. That is the 
foundational belief we must ALWAYS remember. Until this truth sinks down 
deep into our brains and our hearts and our bones, we will never love God 
with full surrender. Because what we believe and know about God 
determines how we live our lives.  

Take the Apostle Paul for example. Many of you probably have heard 
his story before. At one time, Paul persecuted Christians and was trying to 
destroy the church. But he had a radical experience with the resurrected 
Jesus on the Damascus Road that transformed his life. He went from 
persecuting Christians to planting churches…  In one of Paul’s mission 
statements, while he is in prison for preaching about Jesus, he says this in 
Php. 3.10, “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” Why would he say that? 



Because he believed Jesus was the King of the world, who loved him 
enough to die for him… In Galatians 2:20 (NIV) he says it this way — “20 I 
have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.”  

Paul was willing to give up everything because he knew that God 
loved him… What do you know about God? Do you know His love? Do you 
know His wisdom? Do you know His grace? Do you know His compassion? 
The more we know Him, who He truly is, the more we will want to love Him, 
the more we will want to serve Him, the more we will want to spend time 
with Him.  

One author says it this way, “You can only love God as far as you 
know him, and as the depth of your knowledge grows, so too do the depth 
of your love and your ability to live in ways that express that love” (Challies, 
Visual Theology, 80). Do you know God and His love for you? One of the 
easiest ways to begin to know Him better is by beginning to read any book 
of your Bible and ask this simple question: who is God? You’ll begin to 
know Him more, which will help you to love Him better. To love God, we 
must know God.  

Let’s look at the next part of our story. And what we will see next is:  

2. To love God, we must prioritize God.  

After telling the teacher of the Law the first part of the Shema, Jesus says 
these words:  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater 
than these.” 

In a couple weeks, we will talk a little bit more about how loving 
others is a way to show our love for God. But what I want us to see today is 
that for us to love God, we must prioritize God. Jesus told his followers that 
to truly love God, you must prioritize Him in every area of your life. First, He 
begins with the heart—mission control center. He says prioritize and love 
God with all your feelings and emotions. Then He moves on to your soul. 
Your soul is all of your life. Love God with everything you have. Then your 
mind—love God with all of your thoughts. And then your strength, all your 



energy and the resources you have available to you. In other words, 
prioritize God in every area of your life because He is worthy to be 
prioritized. 

Jesus says it a little bit differently in Mt. 6.33, but the principle is the 
same, “Matthew 6:33 (NIV) — 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” To 
love God, we must prioritize God.  

I once heard a story about Michael Jordan. He was at a friend’s 
house, and they were about to go out to eat together, but MJ had forgotten 
a jacket. So, he asked if he could borrow a jacket, and his friend pointed 
down the hall to his closet and told him to grab whatever he wanted out of 
there. So, MJ went down the hall to the closet and he disappeared for a 
while... After about 10 minutes, MJ came back with his arms full of gear, 
jackets and shoes and shirts, and then dropped them in a pile at the feet of 
his friend. Then he disappeared again for another ten minutes or so, and 
again he comes back with another armful worth of gear and drops them in 
that pile.  

You see, when MJ opened the door of the closet, what he found was 
a closet with divided priorities… There was Puma on one side and Nike on 
the other… in Jordan’s mind, Nike was without competition, had no rival. 
Nike was ALWAYS to be prioritized over all other brands. So, he grabbed 
some scissors, cut all the Puma gear, and told his friend to call his rep at 
Nike who would replace all that Puma gear with Nike… But he threatened 
his friend and said, “Don’t ever let me see you wear anything but Nike ever 
again…”  

For MJ, only Nike was to be prioritized… What if we opened up our 
closets and rather than showing our clothes, it showed our priorities… what 
would we see most? Would we see our careers? Would we see our 
families? Would we see our stuff? If we opened up our closets, what would 
be our #1 priority (Show t-shirts)?  None of these are bad things, but if we 
are to love God, we must make Him our #1 priority, above our careers, 
above our families, above our stuff! He must be #1 in our lives; He is to be 
our God alone! So, if you had some scissors, what would you cut away to 
make sure God is the #1 priority in your life? To love God, we must 
prioritize God, and love Him with all our heart, our soul, our mind, and our 
strength.  



 But lastly 3. To love God, we must obey God.  

 Our story concludes with the teacher telling Jesus He is right. Mark 
12.32-34 concludes this way, “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. 
“You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 
To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with 
all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more 
important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw 
that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more 
questions. 

 We are never told what this man does… does he go live out these 
commands, to love God and others with everything he has… I think Mark is 
intentionally leaving the story open to get us to ask the question: will I love 
God and others with everything I have? Will you? Will we obey God?   

But I also think Mark is inviting us to think of another story he has 
already told, another man who came to Jesus with a similar question. He is 
often called the Rich Young Ruler and we find him in Mark 10.17-22. He 
asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus starts to list 
off the commands, “Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t 
lie, honor your mom and dad.” This young man gets so excited and tells 
Jesus, “I’ve done all these since I was a boy!” Then the story tells us this in 
vs. 21-22. “Mark 10:21–22 (NIV) — 21 Jesus looked at him and loved 
him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.” 22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because 
he had great wealth.”  

This man had allowed money to have a hold in his heart. And if he 
would have looked in his closet, he would have seen shirt after shirt with 
money written all over it… because that was his number 1 priority… and he 
was not willing to trade that love of money for the love of God… He was not 
willing to obey what God had called him to do… What is God calling you to 
do? What sin is he calling you to confess? What prayer is he asking you to 
pray? What person is he telling you to go talk to? What is God calling you 
to do? What is your next step?  

Because if we want to love God, we must obey Him. Listen to what 
Jesus says in John 14 in one of the most explicit passages that teaches us 



how to love God. John 14:23–24 (NIV) — “23 Jesus replied, “Anyone 
who loves me will obey my teaching… 24 Anyone who does not love 
me will not obey my teaching.”  

If we want to love God, we must obey Him.  

I was once talking with one of my mentors, JK Jones, about prayer, 
and I asked him, what do you think the goal of prayer is? He paused and 
said, “You tell me, Michael, what do you think?” And I was like “well… I was 
kind of hoping you would tell me! But I think the process of prayer is the 
goal, you know? You’re leaning into God, and you’re trusting him. Yeah, I 
think the goal of prayer is the process itself.” I was pretty proud of myself; I 
liked that answer. But I asked him again, “What do you think the goal of 
prayer is?” And he responded with one word, “Obedience.” The goal of 
prayer is obedience, and the reason is because when we obey God, we 
show Him that we love Him, and we trust Him.  

So, what is God calling you to do? How should you obey Him?  

One last story. Just after WWII, a Catholic priest named Adrian Van 
Kaam spent his life interviewing people to see how psychology affected 
their Christian journey. In his book Music of Eternity, Van Kaam recounts 
the story of a volunteer nurse he’d encountered who cared for lepers. Van 
Kaam asked her some questions. He says this in his book, “I asked her if 
she liked what she was doing. She answered, “Liking is not the right 
word…. I feel appalled by the dirt, stench and disfiguration of the patients 
they carry in from the bush. Often, I feel like running away. But I stay for the 
love of God; I try to see Christ in their fractured bodies. This helps me to 
honor them with full attention in the midst of filth, groans, despair and 
death. In this sense, yes, I love my work, but I cannot as yet say that I like 
it.”  

The truth is… Jesus is going to tell us to obey Him and do things that 
we don’t want to do… but even though you may not like it, will you obey 
Him anyway? What is Jesus calling you to do today? How is He working in 
your heart to obey Him? God loves us, so we should love Him, too, by 
knowing Him, and prioritizing Him, and obeying Him. Let’s pray. 

 


