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UPDATE

Warren’s Words of Wisdom—Warren Brosi, Minister
"Pray for some baptisms at BCC"
On April 30, 2018, I asked my prayer team to "pray for some baptisms at BCC as
well." It was tagged onto a long list of prayer requests and praise reports. Within a week of
asking to pray for some baptisms, I had three people connect with me saying they were ready
to be baptized. In just a few more days, I had another person say they were ready. As of
Sunday, August 26, we have baptized seven people since I asked people to pray for some
baptisms. Zach Clements, Abby and Ellie McCann, Carter Clair, Brady Steele, Gerica Gillis, and
Weston Brosi have been immersed into Christ over the past few months. We already have
another baptism scheduled in the coming days with two more preparing.
In baptism, a person accepts God's gift of salvation. When the people heard the
Apostle Peter speak on the day of Pentecost, they were struck to the heart and said, "Brothers,
what shall we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit" (Acts 2.37-38). Later, Peter writes, "and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves
you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 3.21).
In speaking about the baptism of Jesus, James S. Stewart wrote, "Jesus went down into
the Jordan to take his stand by the side of sinners. When you see the sinless Christ going into
the sinner's baptism, you are seeing love going to a great redeeming act of self-identification."
Baptism shows the world our trust in Jesus Christ, the Savior of the World. When we
step into the waters of baptism, we unite with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection
(Romans 6.4-5). When we step out of the water of baptism, we step into a new life with
Christ. I invite you to join me in praying for those who are still drying off from their
baptisms. Pray that God will protect them from the evil one. Pray that others will follow their
example to receive God's gift of eternal life. If you have never been baptized into Christ, I'd
love to talk with you and study the Scriptures to help you find the truth you seek.

Praise
God
for more
baptisms!
Gerica Gillis was baptized at Nichols Park in Jacksonville on August 12th
& Weston Brosi was baptized in Cypress Cove at LSCA on August 26th!
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A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister
My first two months at BCC have come and gone like a whirlwind! It seems like yesterday Jonelle and I were
packing up our things in Joplin, Missouri, saying goodbye to friends and family, and heading into the unknown of New
Berlin. Since then, we have made new friends, spent ten days with a group of 41 people at NYR, preached my first
sermon here at BCC, and spent an afternoon hanging out with the church family at LSCA. This summer has been a
blast!
But now with the school year upon us, we turn our efforts to a new rhythm and a new routine. With this new
season ahead of us, I cannot help but dream about the future here at BCC. On Wednesdays, we will continue to host
God Squad where many un-churched students will hear the glorious good news of Jesus. Some will hear this news for
the very first time. I am certain God will use this ministry to bring many children and families into our church.
Also, for the first time in a long time, starting October 6th we will kick off Sunday night programming for our
junior and senior high students. We anticipate that God will use this time to help build a foundation for many of our
students before they transition to high school or college. I am expecting and praying for God to do the miraculous here
by bringing more young people into the Kingdom of God and connecting them to Jesus and each other. It is exciting to
think about how God may use these ministries to grow his Church!
While I want you to dream, pray, and volunteer for these future ministries, please do not forget to celebrate
what God is doing in the present. We have baptized 3 students in the past month. Our attendance seems to be steadily
growing. One of the past Sundays we pulled extra chairs into the sanctuary. Not to mention, we are financially debt free.
God is certainly going before us, tilling the ground for fertile ministry. Since He is with us right now, may we never be a
people who overlook what God is doing in the present. This next month, please pray for the future here at BCC, but also
take some time to rejoice and celebrate what God is doing right now. Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will
say it again: Rejoice!”

BCC Small Groups Kickoff This Month!
The Pleasant Plains Small Group meets on Thursday evenings. Here are the details:
When: Thursday, September 6th at 7:00 p.m.
Where: Joe and Tara McCann’s home
What: Ice Cream Social, selection of new study and discussion of meeting dates
Contact Joe or Tara McCann with questions.
The D-Marr-D Small Group meets on Wednesday afternoons and has a new location. Here are the details:
When: Beginning Wednesday, September 12th at 1:00 p.m.
Where: Mike and Susan Cody’s home
Study: Messy Grace by Caleb Kaltenbach—This study will inspire and empower Christ followers to
completely love their LGBT neighbors (and any other neighbor) while remaining true to Scripture.
Contact Warren Brosi or Tom Ealey with questions.
The Women’s Small Group meets on Sunday evenings. Here are the details:
When: Beginning Sunday, September 16th at 5:30 p.m.
Where: Mike and Karen Patterson’s home
Study: The Quest: An Excursion Toward Intimacy with God by Beth Moore
Contact Karen Patterson with questions.
The God Squad Adult Small Group meets on Wednesday nights. Here are the details:
When: Beginning Wednesday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m.—meal served at 6:15 p.m.
Where: BCC—classroom to be determined
Study: Deeper Life 101 led by Jeff Mueller and Warren Brosi—This study introduces people to the
values and ministry of BCC.
Contact Jeff Mueller or Warren Brosi with questions.
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Upcoming Events
Tuesday, September 4:



American Heritage Girls Troop IL1824
meets at 6:00 p.m. at BCC

Wednesday, September 12, 19 and 26:

Wednesday, September 19:





Thursday, September 6:



Pleasant Plains Small Group meets
from at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Joe
and Tara McCann—See page 3 for
more information.

Sunday, September 16:



Saturday, September 8:



American Heritage Girls Troop IL1824
Annual Pork Chop Dinner—See below
for details.

D-Marr-D Small Group meets at
1:00 p.m. at the home of Mike and
Susan Cody—See page 3 for more
information.

Women’s Small Group meets from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the home of
Karen Patterson—See page 3 for more
information.

Monday, September 17:



American Heritage Girls Troop IL1824
meets at 6:00 p.m. at BCC

AHG Troop IL1824 Pork Chop Carry-out Dinner
The AHG Troop IL1824 Annual Pork Chop Carry-Out
Dinner is Saturday, September 9th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
at BCC. The menu includes: a pork chop sandwich,
green beans, potato salad, applesauce and a dessert.
For those who have already purchased tickets, drive
up pick up service will be available. Simply drive under
the canopy, entering from the west, and troop members
will be waiting to serve you.
If you have not yet purchased tickets, simply enter the
main church doors. Walk-in tickets will be sold for $12
each while supplies last!
Thank you for your support of American Heritage Girls
Troop IL1824! We appreciate you! :)

Training and Prayer Meeting for all God
Squad volunteers at 6:15 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, September 26:
 God Squad kicks off at BCC!
Meal is served at 6:15 p.m.
Programming for all ages,
including adults, meets from
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Please contact the church office for more information
about any of the programs or events listed here.
217-488-6204
Sunday Worship Attendance for August
Date

Worship

Elementary Toddler
Encore
Encore

Infant Total
Encore

8-5-18

126

18

6

8

158

8-12-18 120

16

3

4

143

8-19-18 136

24

6

3

169

8-26-18 121

25

6

4

156

