
May 11, 2023 
 

Mother's Day will be celebrated this Sunday. While I consider it a "Hallmark" 
holiday, it still is a good reminder to be grateful for the women who gave us life. It 

also provides us with an opportunity to pray specifically for women. The following 
pray is from www.theholymess.com 
 

Lord, 

Today, we pray for mothers everywhere. 

Bless moms who are expecting a baby. Calm their fears and keep their new little life safe. 

Bless mothers who have babies and toddlers and are in a busy season of bottles, sippy 
cups, and endless laundry. Give strength to moms of little ones. They need it, Lord. 

Bless mothers who have busy school-aged children. Gift them with an extra measure of 
wisdom to answer questions, model maturity, and mold young hearts. 

Bless mothers who parent teens. Allow them the grace to let go when needed and the 
courage to provide firm boundaries when required. 

Bless mothers of adult children that they would savor the joy of friendship with their 
grown child. 

Bless single mothers with the strength to fulfill many roles. Provide them with supportive 
people in their lives. 

Bless moms who are married that they would care for their children by making their 
husbands a priority. 

Bless grandmothers who have the double blessing of being both mother and grandmother. 
May they spoil their grandkids with abandon. 

We pray peace for mothers who have lost a child and for women who are grieving because 
of infertility. 

Give us eyes to see women around us who struggle to mother well. Help us be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to them. 

Thank you for our mothers. They gave us life and for that gift we are forever grateful. 

We pray for mothers everywhere. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen 

http://www.theholymess.com/


May 4, 2023 
 

For over forty years, May 4th has been considered the unofficial Star Wars holiday 
because “May the fourth” sounds like the Star Wars greeting “May the force be with 

you.” 
 
The force is a fictional “energy field.” I guess you could say it’s the Star Wars god.  

 
But I recently heard of a much better thing to celebrate on May 4th. We Christians 

can say, “May the Fourth be with you,” meaning our Lord, the fourth person in the 
fiery furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3). 

 
Jesus has nothing to do with fictional energy fields, but He has everything to do 
with standing with us during hardship and saving us from the fires of hell.  

 
The Jedi warriors continually battle “the Rebel force,” and during our time on earth, 

we battle the rebel forces of Satan (Ephesians 6:10-18). But we know we have the 
final victory in that battle because our Lord defeated the kingdom of darkness on 
the cross (1 John 3:8; 1 John 4:4; Hebrews 2:14-15; Colossians 2:13-15). 

 
Our Lord doesn’t enlist Jedi warriors. He enlists prayer warriors who stand against 

the powers of darkness in the power of His Spirit. We don’t need lightsabers 
because we have something which transmits a more powerful type of light—the 
sword of the Spirit which is God's Word (Ephesians 6:10-18).  

 
Star Wars starts with this line: “A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…”  

 
Our story begins before time and ends in permanent and eternal victory (Genesis 
1:1; Revelation 21:1-8). 

 
So, on this May 4th, I greet you: “May the Fourth be with you!” 

 
- credit for this devo belongs to Gail@biblelovenotes.com  



April 27, 2023 
 

Last week I was having phone issues. To say I dislike phone issues is a huge 
understatement. The frustration sends me so close to my breaking point, that I 

must remind myself I am still an ambassador for the Lord, no matter the situation. 
The bottom line is that the technician didn't know how to fix the problem, 
didn't know if I needed a new phone, and didn't really care. I asked him several 

questions, and the answer was always a blank stare. He offered no apology, no 
explanation, and no suggestion to talk to a manager. He changed a default setting 

and sent me on my way.  
 
I realized the most distressing fact of that whole situation was the lack of customer 

service.  
 

Service. A servant attitude is sadly missing in our culture. 
 
This is what Jesus said recorded in the book of Matthew. "You know that the rulers 

of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over 
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must 

be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave - just as the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 

many." 
 
Whoever wants to be great and whoever wants to be first are desires that keep us 

from serving. Truthfully, the desire to be first reminds me of that bully in the water 
fountain line who pushes himself to the front. I think to myself... "I'm not like that!" 

But ask me to do something that messes with my schedule, and I find myself 
declining that request. Or what about that person who doesn't recognize my act of 
kindness? The least they could do is send me a thank you note telling me what a 

blessing I am... right? 
 

My question for us is this. Has the attitude of our culture seeped into the church, 
and we no longer value a servant mindset or pursue it? Jesus' service involved 
giving His life. Shame on us when we can't serve each other in the smallest of 

ways.  
 

Let's pray today that the Lord would make us servants with humble and joyful 
hearts.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



April 19, 2023 
 

In my daily Bible I have been reading about King David and his preparations for building 
the temple. While David could not build the temple himself, he did all the pre-planning 
and the providing of everything that would be needed in order for his son Solomon to do 
the actual work. It was a massive project. David himself says in 1 Chronicles 29:1, "The 
task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the LORD God." 
 
David also gathered all the people together and called for them to donate to the work as 
well. He asked a simple question. "Now, who is willing to consecrate himself to the 
LORD?" (1 Chronicles 29:5) The people responded with great generosity, giving freely 
and wholeheartedly, all the while rejoicing. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 reads, "Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and 
that God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God's temple God will destroy him: for 
God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple." 
 
Dear ones, we are that palatial structure where God's Spirit now resides. The temple 
David built was his own idea, not God's. But the temple of our hearts... well...that's 
God's idea!  God did all the prep work to orchestrate history for His Only Son to come to 
earth and establish His forever kingdom. In God's way of thinking, a human heart is 
more beautiful than all the gold or silver this planet contains. Amazing! 
 
So... I have a simple question.  
Now, who is willing to consecrate himself today to the Lord? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



April 5, 2023 
 

I wonder what Jesus was thinking during the Last Supper.  
The next 72 hours was to be the pinnacle of His appearance on this planet, and a 

lot was about to happen that would change everything for all mankind. 
 I really can't imagine the weight of His thoughts. 
 

Did He think about Psalm 23:4? "Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me." 

 
As He was in the garden praying for some other way to accomplish this grand plan 
of salvation, did he meditate on Job 17:7? "My eye has grown dim because of grief, 

and all my members are as a shadow." Or perhaps Job 10:21-22, "Before I go-and 
I shall not return- To the land of darkness and deep shadow, the land of utter 

gloom and darkness itself, Of deep shadow without order and which shines as the 
darkness." 
 

I hope He found encouragement in Psalm 17:8, "Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.", and Psalm 57:1, "Be gracious to me, O God, 

be gracious to me, For my soul takes refuge in You; and in the shadow of Your 
wings I will take refuge until destruction passes by." 

 
Shadows are temporary... a passing phenomenon. But in the hands of the 
Almighty, shadows can provide permanent protection, peace, and presence. 

 
Dear ones, let's gather with Jesus in the shadows of the garden as He prays for 

himself and us. Let us celebrate the victory over death's dark shadow as we now 
reside under the shadow of our risen Savior! 


