
Nonprofit Organization 

Presorted Standard 

U.S. Postage Paid 

New Berlin, IL 62670 

Permit Number 37 

Core Values: 

1. God’s Word 

2. Lordship of Jesus Christ 

3. Great Commission 

4. Ministry of the Holy Spirit 

5. Christian Worship 

6. Christian Unity 

7. Christian Fellowship 

2580 South Wake Road 

New Berlin, IL 62670 

217-488-6204 

berlinchristianchurch.org 

Berlin Christian Church 

4 

We would like to invite you to receive a free gift 
from us called “RightNow Media.” 

It is like the Christian Netflix 
of Bible studies and children’s entertainment.   

Simply text BERLINCC to 49775.  4 

Fall Festival Fun—October 31st 

Above—Blake Lucas was named            

Chili Champ at the                         

Fall Festival Chili Cook-off. 

Voters for the chili cook-off 

gave $249.66 for                               

Pioneer Bible Translators!    

Praise God! 
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Known, 
Valued, 
Loved 

Above—The BCC/LCC Youth Group enjoys a Mystery Supper on October 10th 

Facebook Live, YouTube, & 

Phone Live Stream: 

833-233-1824 

Online Sunday @ 10:00 am 

Junior High students attended The Forge Conference at Lincoln Christian University October 29-30 
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Warren’s Words of Wisdom 
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If Christ has not been raised…  
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  

(1 Corinthians 15:14 NIV)  
  

Recently, I preached on this text (10-31-21).  In 1 Corinthians 15.14, Paul states this conditional clause 
with a great big “IF.”  If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  The word for  
useless could be translated “vain” or “empty.”    

I sat and pondered the effects if Christ has not been raised.  If Christ has not been raised, then               
generations of Christians have been deceived.  For 2,000 years, people have believed a lie.  It is hard to quantify 
how much money has been given in the name of Jesus since the first century.  If Christ has not been raised, then 
that money was given to an empty cause.  If Christ has not been raised, then Berlin Christian Church has         
wasted almost 200 years of life in this community.  If Christ has not been raised, then I have wasted two decades 
of my life, and this church body paid me, to tell lies.  In fact, Paul tells us we have wasted our time believing if 
Christ has not been raised.  

In chapter 44, in Core 52 by Mark Moore he highlights the following facts to consider as we think about 
the resurrection of Jesus.  

First, Jesus was executed by crucifixion.  This fact is documented in all four gospels and throughout the 
New Testament and by a Roman historian named Tacitus writing in the first century.  

Second, the tomb was empty.  Again, the gospel accounts describe an empty tomb.  I have visited the two 
probable locations in Jerusalem:  the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and the Garden Tomb.  Jesus’ body is not 
there.    

Third, the apostles believed Jesus had appeared to them in a tangible body.    The gospels recount many 
encounters that the apostles had with the risen Jesus.  Jesus invited Thomas to touch his hands and his side  
(John 20.24-29).  Jesus ate fish in the presence of the apostles (Luke 24.40-43).  Paul describes other appearances 
in the opening verses of 1 Corinthians 15.1-8.   

In the 1940’s, Billy Graham was having a crisis of faith.  He was starting to have doubts if he could trust 
the Bible.  Enter Henrietta Mears, a Sunday school teacher who both loved Jesus and “had a thorough                
understanding of modern scholarship” (Lee Strobel, The Case for Faith, p. 9).    Billy Graham made his decision to 
trust God’s Word and never looked back.  I wonder what would have happened to Billy Graham had not a Sunday 
school teacher come alongside him to encourage him and answer his questions.  

My friends, if Jesus rose from the dead, then He was more than the most important human being who 
ever existed.  He is God.  If Christ has been raised from the dead, then our preaching and faith are not empty or 
useless.  If Christ has been raised, then we have a message to share and a person we can trust.  With whom will 
you share this message and how will you trust Jesus today?    

Roof Update 
Two years ago, we invested in the future by replacing 

the roof of the church building.  The current balance is 
$73,327.87.  Thank you for your continued generosity 

in providing for this tool to help us make more and   
better followers of Jesus Christ.  Remember that it is not 

just about the roof, but what happens under the roof 
that makes a difference.  If you would like to make a gift 

toward the roof to help us fulfill our mission, you can 
write “Building Fund” in the memo line of your check.  

Thank you! 

The Forge and Fall Fest  

 We had a full Halloween weekend with two different events, both with the main purpose to help our  
people connect with Jesus and one another. The first event was the Forge, where we took 8 middle school       
students down to Lincoln Christian University on Friday-Saturday for a conference. It was a long, tiring weekend. 
But it was also full of fun activities, encouraging conversations, and lots of laughing.   
  My favorite moment came when our small group re-enacted Peter walking on water (Mt. 14.22-33). You 
probably know the story. During a storm, the disciples saw Jesus walking towards them on the water. They were 
terrified and thought he was a ghost. Peter dared Jesus to tell him to come to him. And Jesus did. When Peter 
stepped out of the boat, he miraculously didn’t sink! But when he took his eyes off Jesus and instead focused on 
the wind and the waves, he began to sink. When he cried out to Jesus, Jesus reached out and caught him. In our 
re-enactment, though, Jesus not only helped Peter out of the water, he embraced him in a big bear hug (see    
picture below). While I don’t think it happened quite like that, I do think the image given to us 
by these teenagers is an important one. When we inevitably fail like Peter, Jesus is right there, 
willing to give us a big bear hug if we reach out for him to save us.   
 Our second event was our Fall Fest. Families and friends shared a meal, played games, 
and won lots of candy. We also sampled lots of yummy chili. My favorite moment for our Fall 
Fest came when I took a moment to slow down and look around. I saw our fellowship hall 
packed with all kinds of different people of different age groups smiling, enjoying a meal and fun 
together. It was a holy moment that reminded me of the early church, where “they continued to 
meet together… they broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts” (Acts 2.46). My heart was glad in that moment.  
 Both these events could not have happened without your encouragement, support, and 
prayers. Thank you for playing a role in our different ministries and helping connect people of all 
ages with Jesus and one another.  

Worship Attendance for October 
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A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister 

Date 10:00 a.m. In-person worship Those who checked in online Weekly Total 

10-3-21 84 33 117 

10-10-21 89 23 112 

10-17-21 97 26 123 

10-24-21 79 35 114 

10-31-21 107 8 115 

J.A.M. Classes are in Session at BCC! 
J.A.M. classes for all ages meet on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Our Jesus And Me classes 

offer an opportunity for everyone to grow deeper in their relationships with God and 

others on Sunday mornings. For our kids, we teach through the Bible chronologically 

every 3 years, using the Gospel Project curriculum. Our goal is to help everyone see 

that the Bible is a  unified story that leads to Jesus. We hope you will join us! 

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.1Co15

