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All information contained within is current as of the time of 
printing (April 29, 2021). Please contact the church office with 

questions or if you have prayer requests or specific needs. 4 

   On Sunday, May 30th at 10 am at the Sangamon County Fairgrounds in New Berlin at the 
Open-Air Pavilion, we will host an outdoor worship gathering. We will also stream the service 
live that day at 10 am through the church’s Facebook, YouTube, and Phone Live Stream at 
1-833-233-1824. There are several picnic tables where you can sit, or you can bring your 
own chairs.  Also, if you want to stay around a little longer, you can bring a picnic lunch for 
your family. The church will not provide 
any food or table service at this event. 
We also invite you to bring a kite to fly 
after lunch.   
   Our 8:30 am gathering will not be held 
May 30th.  In case of inclement     
weather, the 10am in-person gathering 
will be held at BCC and we will still 
stream the service live at 10am on    
Facebook, YouTube, and Phone Live 
Stream. 
   We hope you will join us! 
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     The Pioneer unit of our American Heritage Girls Troop is taking up a collection for 
Inner City Mission as a community project. Inner City Mission works to give homeless 
children, families, and single women help by providing them with shelter, education, 
and Biblical teaching. We are proud of the work they are doing and called them to find 
how we could best help them help others. They asked that we collect the following 
items: coffee, creamer, cereal, milk, butter, sugar. We would like to invite BCC to join 
us in the collection of the shelf-stable items. We will also accept money, and then use 
that to purchase the dairy items the mission has requested. Please make checks out 
to AHG Troop IL1824. The last day to bring items or money is May 23rd. Just look for 
the collection area labeled AHG Inner City Mission Collection in the church lobby. We 
are excited to help Inner City Mission serve God in this way and hope you are too! 

Facebook Live, YouTube, & 

Phone Live Stream: 

833-233-1824 

Online Sunday @ 10:00 am 

Collection for Inner City Mission 

AHG Father Daughter Fun! 



SWOT Prayer Guide  
      Recently, our leaders and spouses spent a Saturday at Lake Springfield Christian Assembly to pray and plan for the future. 
Dr. Don Green from Lincoln Christian University led our group through a SWOT analysis.  SWOT is an abbreviation for:  Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats.  Below is a prayer guide that I invite you to use in the coming days to pray through our 
strengths, weakness, opportunities, and threats.  I have listed the scriptures we read and a portion of what we compiled.  I’m sure 
you could add some others to our list.  Thank you in advance for praying.  Also, I want to thank you for your support during my 
upcoming sabbatical (May 31-September 7, 2021).  Lord willing, I will resume my monthly column in the October newsletter.  
Strengths:  Psalm 138:3 (ESV), “On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased.”  Thank God for His   
faithfulness and celebrate God’s victories.  

Berlin CC will celebrate 200 years of ministry in 2024, Lord willing!  
Technology and Faithfulness during COVID  
Generous congregation  
Dedication of our volunteers  
Continued mission support  

Weaknesses:  2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV), “…Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.” Ask the Father to show us His strength in our weaknesses.  

Church culture towards newcomers and guests  
Getting people involved in serving  
Lack of connection with parents  
We need to pray for a spark from the Holy Spirit.  
Getting out of our comfort zones to reach out to others  

Opportunities:  Colossians 4:5 (NIV), “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.” 
Ask the Father to help us meet these opportunities for His glory.  

Bicentennial celebration in 2024.  What can we do to serve in 2024?  
Offer building as emergency shelter (storms, power outages…)  
New Berlin and Pleasant Plains schools  
Develop a multigenerational mindset to mentor younger generations and create opportunities for young people to 
serve.  

Threats:  Acts 4:29 (NIV), “Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.”   
Ask God to empower His people to overcome these threats through His Holy Spirit.  

Division:  Satan is the enemy.  
Inward attitude  
Fear  
Complacent to stay at home and watch online which could lead to isolation.  We were not created for isolation or 
anonymity, but for community.  

     Drop me a message and let me know how you sense God moving through this time of prayer.  Thanks for your partnership in 
making more and better followers of Jesus Christ.  
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New Kids Check-in System 

Upon arriving at BCC on Sunday morning, please 
check-in your children at the new kids check-in   
table! You will be provided a label for your child and 
for a parent. Then during the main worship service, 
there will be a children's message. After this        
message children will be dismissed from the       
sanctuary and a teacher will lead them to their    
assigned classrooms. They will participate in age-
appropriate Bible stories and activities.  After the 
service, please have one parent go to the assigned 
room and sign-out their child with the assigned    
label.  See Michael with any questions. 

In a sermon recently, Warren challenged us to ask this question to a friend: what would God look like if He 
came and lived on Earth? I love this question because it is a unique spiritual conversation starter that will surely invoke 
a variety of different answers from a variety of different people. But ultimately as Christians, we know the answer: God 
is most clearly seen in Jesus of Nazareth as portrayed in the gospels. He is the God-Man who has come to establish 
God’s kingdom on earth through His life, death, and resurrection. We must, therefore, constantly read and re-read the 
gospels to see Jesus more clearly. 

But still, sometimes this Jesus can seem so distant because it is difficult to put ourselves in the first-century 
world. That is why, this June, our Youth Group will meet every Sunday from 4-6 PM to hang out and watch  
The Chosen together. The Chosen is a critically acclaimed series on the life of Christ through the eyes of those who met 
Him. The series is well done (it has a 99% average audience score on Rotten Tomatoes) and helps provide a fresh      
interpretation on the life of Jesus while staying faithful to Scripture. Our hope and prayer is that through this time   
together, our teens would develop a more clear picture of who Jesus is and feel equipped to answer the question: 
what would God look like if He came and lived on Earth? Hope to see your teens on June 6, 13, 20, and 27! 

Worship Attendance for April 

        At this time, we count our volunteers at each gathering. 
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A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister 

Date 8:30 a.m. In-person worship 10:00 a.m. In-person worship Those who checked in online Weekly Total 

4-2-21 7 p.m. Good Friday Gathering In-person = 45 Online = 25 70 

4-4-21 48 85 43 176 

4-11-21 36 59 28 123 

4-18-21 38 73 27 138 

4-25-21 44 75 31 150 

Roof Update 
About 20 months ago, we invested in the future by replacing the roof of the church building.  The current 
balance is $84,620.38.  Thank you for your generosity in providing for this tool to help us make more and 

better followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

Last fall, we converted the remaining balance to a 4.75% loan over 20 years.  With God’s help, we hope to 
pay this loan off much sooner.  Remember that it is not just about the roof, but what happens under the 

roof that makes a difference.  If you would like to make a gift toward the roof to help us fulfill our mission, 
you can write “Building Fund” in the memo line of your check.  Thank you! 

Above—Youth Group movie night in Jacksonville on Sunday, March 28th  

Right—BCC’s Youth Group had fun and fellowship at the Howell homestead 

on Sunday, April 25th. 


