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Dominant Thought: Jesus rescues us from the coming wrath.  

Objectives:  

I want my listeners to understand the background of this letter from 
Paul to the church in Thessalonica.  

I want my listeners to pray with thanks for the faithful people in their 
lives.  

I want my listeners to feel the peace Jesus gives by rescuing us from 
God’s wrath.  

As we begin the season of advent, I want to anchor our teaching in Paul’s 
letter to the church of the Thessalonians.  This letter has a continual theme 
on the second coming of Jesus.  I’m confident studying this letter about the 
second coming of Jesus will help us prepare to celebrate His first coming at 
Christmas.  

Some people believe this letter of 1 Thessalonians is the first letter Paul 
wrote.  Paul may have written this letter while he was still living out the 
events recorded in the book of Acts.  These words may be a couple 
decades after Jesus ascended to heaven as King.  

To fully grasp the background of this letter, we need to go to Acts 17 to 
learn how Paul met these people in Thessalonica.  

Read Acts 17.1-10.  Paul spent three weekends, or three Sabbaths, with 
the people of Thessalonica (Acts 17.2).  Located in modern day Greece, 
this city was located on the seacoast and was on the major route through 
the Roman Empire, the Ignatian Way.  It had a great harbor which the 
Romans used to establish a naval station.  Thus, it had a good location for 
both land and sea travel and trade.  

Paul met in the synagogue as was his custom.  He explained from the 
Hebrew Bible how Jesus was the Messiah or King who had to suffer and 
rise from the dead.  He stated clearly, “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you 
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is the Messiah” (Acts 17.3).  Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined 
Paul and Silas, a larger number of God-fearing Greeks and several 
prominent women (Acts 17.4).  

Sounds like a good ministry.  He preached.  People were convinced.  Life is 
good.  

However, some other Jews were jealous; so, they rounded up some bad 
characters in the marketplace, formed a mob, and started a riot (Acts 
17.5).  They rushed Jason’s house.  He hosted Paul and Silas while they 
were in town.  Paul and Silas were not there, so they dragged Jason and 
some other believers to the city officials with the following charge, “These 
men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, and 
Jason has welcomed them into his house.  They are defying Caesar’s 
decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus” (Acts 17.6-7).  

The rub for this mob was who is king:  Caesar or Jesus?  My friends, there 
is only room for one king on the throne of your life.  

This charge threw the city officials and the crowd into turmoil.  They made 
Jason and the others post bond and let them go.  Notice, following King 
Jesus can get you into trouble with the rulers of this world.  Do not be 
surprised when troubles come when you follow Jesus.  

The believers were able to sneak Paul and Silas out under the cover of 
darkness where they left the city and went to Berea (Acts 17.10).  Paul and 
Silas preached the word in Berea, where people were more noble in 
character than the Thessalonians because they examined the Scriptures 
daily to see if what Paul said was true (Acts 17.11).  Once the 
Thessalonians heard Paul was preaching in Berea, they went there to 
agitate the crowds and stir them up.  The believers sent Paul to the coast 
and Silas and Timothy stayed in Berea.  

It is this backdrop that we meet Paul with pen and paper in hand preparing 
to write his letter to the Thessalonians.  Paul may have traveled and 
spoken in Athens, then went on to Corinth.  In Acts 18.5, Silas and Timothy 
left Macedonia and joined him in Corinth.  So, it may be while in Corinth 
that Paul writes this letter to the Thessalonians.  Maybe he wrote to Jason 
who hosted him.  Maybe he has in mind those other believers who were 
caught in the cross hairs of the mob who posted bail by joining Paul and 
following Jesus.  
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Now, we are ready to read this letter from Paul to the church in 
Thessalonica.    

Read 1 Thessalonians 1.1-3.  

This letter is linked together much like our paper chains of thanksgiving 
with prayers.  We find Paul praying in 1 Thessalonians 1.1-5; 3.11-13; 5.23-
28.  In this prayer, Paul remembers their “work produced by faith, their 
labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 1.3).    

We will see from 1 Thessalonians 1.10, Jesus rescues us from the 
coming wrath.  As we look at this prayer, He rescues us with faith, hope, 
and love.  In the remainder of this chapter one, we’ll see these themes 
surface in a different order.  

First, Jesus rescues us with love (1 Thessalonians 1.4-6).  Paul has 
such a dear relationship with this church he calls them brothers and sisters 
15 times in the five chapters of this letter.  He reminds them they are loved 
by God and chosen by Him.  Much like God chose the people of Israel as 
his special treasure, He has chosen those in Thessalonica.  Christian, God 
loves you so much that He has chosen you.  

I’ve had the opportunity to attend two adoptions at the Sangamon County 
courthouse.  In those proceedings, the judge says something like this child 
will be your child just as if they were born to you.  In a sense, they are fully 
a member of your forever family.  It is such a cool experience.  God loves 
you and wants you.  Please hear that message today.  

Paul reminds the church that the good news or gospel came to them not 
simply with words, but with power, the Holy Spirit, and deep 
conviction.  Phillips Brooks who wrote, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” said, 
“If any man be called to preach, don’t stoop to be a king.”  I cannot change 
people’s lives.  Only the love of God, the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
deep conviction of His Holy Spirit empowered messengers can.  

The preachers remind their congregation of their way of life.  He’ll say later 
that he didn’t want to be a burden to them, so he worked night and day (1 
Thessalonians 2.9).  

The Thessalonians took note of the example of their preachers and of the 
Lord Jesus.  They welcomed the message in the midst of severe 
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suffering.  Remember what happened to Jason and the other 
believers?  They were caught up in a mob.  They had to post bail.  Paul, 
Silas, and Timothy were run out of town.   Those three left town, but the 
followers of Jesus remained there with their unruly neighbors.  You think 
you have it bad.  

Martin Luther asked, “If Christ wore a crown of thorns, why should His 
followers expect only a crown of roses?” (Leon Morris, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians, an Introduction and Commentary).  

Notice the connection between severe suffering and joy given by the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus rescues us with His love.  That love can sustain us through 
life’s trials.  

Second, Jesus rescues us with faith (1 Thessalonians 1.7-8).  This 
young church, which is really just weeks old, has become a model for all 
the believers in the provinces of Macedonia and Achaia.  The Lord’s 
message rang out.  We could picture a trumpet blast or the roll of 
thunder.  This message is going loud and far.  Notice the progression from 
imitating to modeling to ringing out.  It’s like their faith in Jesus grows like 
the ripples of a pond when a rock is dropped into it.  

Paul states, “your faith in God has become known everywhere” (1 Thess. 
1.8).  Therefore, we do not need to say anything about it.  

What difference has the rescue of Jesus made in your life?  In what ways 
has Jesus made a difference in your life?  In what ways has your influence 
for Jesus expanded in your own home, your team, neighborhood, or 
workplace?  

What keeps us from speaking about the love of Jesus?  How come we get 
more excited about the most recent event or sports game than we do about 
how God is moving in our lives?  As followers of Jesus, we should talk 
about Jesus.    

My friend Doug Welch, teacher at Ozark Christian College, spoke for 
chapel on September 27, 2022, when we were on campus for a Tuesday 
tour.  His big idea for the sermon was “The more we talk about Jesus, 
the more we talk about Jesus.”  

This witness describes the faith of the church in Thessalonica.  
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Again, notice the progression: imitate what you see, model for others, ring 
out or tell the people everywhere.  

Third, Jesus rescues us with hope (1 Thessalonians 1.9-10).  Word has 
spread about this church.  It makes sense because they were on the 
crossroads of the Roman roads and seaport.  Word would have come out 
about the Thessalonian church.  People were saying, “Those Jesus 
followers welcomed the ones who say there is another king.”  Those Christ 
followers remain true even when their neighbors took them to court.  Those 
Christians kept following after their preachers left.  

The report people were talking about along the way was threefold.  First, 
those in Thessalonica have turned to God from idols.  Second, they serve 
the living and true God.  Third, they wait expectantly for Jesus, the risen 
Son of God who rescues from the coming wrath.  

When you would go through the city of Thessalonica, you would find idols.  

Idols are dead things that promise life with lies.  God is the living and true 
God.  

Idols are dead things that promise life, but Jesus lived and died and rose 
from the dead.  

This week, I read Psalm 115.8 in my one-year Bible plan.  

Psalm 115:8 (ESV)  

Those who make them [idols] become like them; so do all who trust in 
them.  

Idols separate us from God and place us under His wrath.  Jesus rescues 
us from that coming wrath.  

Here’s how the gospel of John talks about the wrath of God.  

John 3:36 NIV  

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son 
will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.  
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Colossians 3.1-5 invites us to set our minds on Christ who is seated in 
heaven.  It also talks about the appearing of Christ and the command to put 
to death what are earthly things that are subject to God’s wrath.  

Tom Wright shares the following about the wrath of God, “People 
sometimes ask how a loving God can also be angry. Looking back at the 
inhumane and brutal twentieth century, one has to say that a good and 
loving God must be angry when faced with such wickedness” (Wright, T. 
(2004). Paul for Everyone: Galatians and Thessalonians (p. 93). Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge).  

What idols do we need to identify and turn away from?  

What service to the living and true God can we give?  

How are we waiting expectantly for our Rescuer from heaven, Jesus, the 
living One?  

On January 30, 1945, a group of Army Rangers liberated 513 Prisoners of 
War at the Cabanatuan prison camp in the Philippines.  These POW’s had 
survived the Bataan Death March of April 1942.  As the war was winding 
down in 1945, Japan had ordered the Kill All policy for many of the POW 
camps as the Allies grew closer to victory.  121 Army Rangers, 14 elite 
Army Alamo Scouts, and 250 Filipino guerrilla fighters journeyed 30 miles 
into Japanese controlled territory.  An area that comprised of 6,000 to 
9,000 Japanese soldiers.  

Before they left on their mission, their commander required all on the 
mission to meet with the chaplains and to pray on their knees.  Under the 
cover of darkness and some arial distractions from the air force, 513 
POW’s were rescued.  Many were so weak and emaciated that soldiers 
carried them.  Some of them carried two of them at a time or loaded them 
on carabao 
carts.  [Source:  https://www.northwestgeorgianews.com/calhoun_times/wo
rld-war-ii-diary-remembering-the-great-raid-75-years-later/article_bf60ba76-
438e-11ea-8957-7bd51edd6591.html]  

Can you imagine the expectation and waiting those POW’s had waiting for 
their rescuers?  I don’t think it was a passive waiting.  It was an intense 
longing.  Maybe today.  Maybe today.  

https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Col3.1-5


As we move into this season of Advent, a word for coming, I want us to be 
ready for the second coming of Christ.  As Paul reminds us, Jesus rescues 
us from the coming wrath.  The second coming of Jesus gives us 
hope.  And as one person commented in a Sunday school class, “Without 
hope all our dreams are nightmares.”  We give thanks to God for the hope 
He brings through Jesus, our Rescuer. 


