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Inside this issue: 

BCC Leadership Selection Process 
Please be in prayer for our Leadership Team. 
 

The following men have been affirmed for leadership positions at BCC: 
 

Elder:  Dan Knappmeyer (1-year term)* 
  Joe McCann (1-year term)* 
 

Deacon: John Babbs (2-year term)* 
  Kristopher Maxson (2-year term)* 
  Rick Carr (1-year term)* 
  Scott Keck (3-year term) 
 

*If first time elected to this position, there will be a one-year trial. Then, if re-elected shall 
serve the remaining two years. 
 

Our leadership team and the year each term ends are: 
Elders     Deacons 
Dan Knappmeyer (2019)  John Babbs (2020) 
Joe McCann (2019)  Rick Carr (2019) 
Jeff Mueller (2020)  Brad Clair (2020) 
Mike Patterson (2019)  Scott Keck (2021) 
     Kristopher Maxson (2020) 
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Warren’s Words of Wisdom—Warren Brosi, Minister 
 

When You Fast 

 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus  
instructed, “When you fast, do not look somber as 
the hypocrites do for they disfigure their faces to 
show others they are fasting.  Truly, I tell you, they 
have received their reward in full.  But when you 
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that it will not be obvious to others that you are 
fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you” (Matthew 6.16-18).  
 Did you notice how Jesus started these      
instructions?  He said, “When you fast…”  It is    
possible to translate the word for “when” with 
“if.”  However, with the background of Jewish     

fasting and the continued practice in the New Testament, I believe Jesus expects his followers 
to fast.  In fact, Jesus addresses when his followers will fast in Mark 2.18-20, “Some people 
came and asked Jesus, ‘How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are 
fasting, but yours are not?’  Jesus answered, ‘How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while 
he is with them?  They cannot, so long as they have him with them.  But the time will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.”  

Richard Foster writes in Celebration of Discipline, “Throughout Scripture fasting refers 
to abstaining from food for spiritual purposes.”  On January 13th, we will begin a four-week  
sermon series, “When You Fast.”  In that series, we will address some of the partners of       
fasting:  prayer, listening, confession, and obedience.  I’m praying for at least 31 people to    
accept our fasting challenge for 2019.  If we have 31 people to commit to one day a month to 
dedicate to God in fasting, then we will have every day of the year covered with someone(s) 
fasting and praying for the Lord’s work here.  

In the sermons, we will look at different types of fasting and several examples in the 
Scripture.  I’m excited to see how God will use these messages to grow us closer to our          
ever-present God.  Remember the words of Jesus when the tempter came, “Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4.4, quoting 
Deuteronomy 8.3).  

Praise God!!!  Junior Curtis was immersed on December 23, 2018!!! 
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Upcoming Programs at BCC 

~ Next Sermon Series: “When You Fast” 
 

In this 4 week series, we want to equip people with the spiritual discipline of fasting. In the sermon on the Mount,    

Jesus said, “When you fast” (Matt. 6.16-18).  As we begin the new year, we want to invite the congregation to follow 

Jesus’ challenge to fast.  In John 4, Jesus tells his disciples that he has food that they do not know.  He says, “My food 

is to do the will of Him who sent me” (John 4.34). 
  

Not on Bread Alone 
  

01-13   When You Fast…Pray 

01-20  When You Fast…Listen       

01-27   When You Fast…Confess 

02-03   When You Fast… Obey 
 

~ The BCC Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. here at BCC.  However, the Youth Group 

does not meet on the last Sunday of each month.  The next Youth Group meeting will be held on January 6th.  Please 

call the church office if you need transportation to Sunday night Youth Group. 
 

~ BCC’s D-Marr-D Small Group meets at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday afternoons and will resume on January 9th.  This 

group meets at the D-Marr-D Apartments in New Berlin.  They are starting a study on January 9th titled Growing Older 

& Wiser by Dale and Sandy Larsen.  
 

~ BCC’s Women’s Small Group meets at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday evenings and will resume on January 13th.  This group 

meets at the home of Karen Patterson.  They are starting a 7-week DVD study on January 13th titled The Armor of God 

by Priscilla Shirer. 
 

~ BCC’s Wednesday night program—God Squad—resumes on January 16th.  A simple meal is served at 6:15 p.m. and              

programming for all ages, including adults, meets from 7:00 to  8:00 p.m. 

 Beginning January 16th at God Squad, the Adult Small Group will study The 3 Colors of Your Gifts.  This study 

is open to anyone interested in deepening his or her relationship with the Lord.  If you want to get “plugged in” to the 

ministry of BCC, or if you just want to know more about spiritual gifts, The 3 Colors of Your Gifts is for you! 
 

~ BCC’s Pleasant Plains Small Group meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month and resumes on 

January 17th.  This group meets at the home of Joe and Tara McCann.  They are currently studying a video series titled 

How to Read the Bible by Michael DeFazio. 

A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister 
     The beginning of a new year is a perfect time to implement changes. At BCC, through constant evaluation, we 
strive to continually improve our ministries. As much as humanly possible, we want to make the most and best     
followers of Jesus Christ (this all depends on the Holy Spirit, of course). Therefore, we will be making some changes 
to Elementary Encore. Some things will stay the same. Our Elementary Encore class will still be for 1st-5th grade 
(parents can decide whether their kindergarteners attend Elementary or Toddler Encore) and it will continue to     
worship with the whole church every fourth Sunday. Our educational goals of teaching children to stand for, love like, 
and serve like Jesus will also remain the same. But this will be accomplished with a new curriculum, a new room, 
and a new teacher format. 
     With the new curriculum, we will be sending out monthly emails to let you know what your children will be taught 
during the month. We highly, highly encourage you to teach your children the fourth week’s lesson at some point  
during that week. This practice will be instrumental in your family’s spiritual growth together. For safety and logistical 
purposes, we will also be transitioning Elementary Encore to the J.A.M. Hallway in room 125. Since we want to    
encourage as much intergenerational worship as possible, please have your kids sit with you during the service. 
There will be a slide that is shown in the middle of the service to dismiss your kids, and their Encore teachers will 
then lead them to their new room. This transition will allow for greater safety during the service and pick-up at the 
end of each service. Lastly, the new teacher format will consist of the children having the same teacher for an entire 
month. This will help with consistency from week to week and help both our children and teachers thrive.  
     We pray 2019 will be a catalyst for your child’s spiritual growth. Please contact me if you have any further      
questions or would like to be involved with God growing His Church through growing His children.     
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Sunday, January 6: 

• Tracy Thomas from LCU at BCC to 

present during the 9:00 a.m. J.A.M. 

sessions and to preach at the    

10:00 a.m. worship service.  The 

Adult, High School and Junior High 

J.A.M. classes will all meet in the 

sanctuary. 

 

Sunday, January 6, 13 and 20: 

• BCC Youth Group meets from 6:00 to 

8:00 p.m. at the church—                

ALL JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS ARE WELCOME!  Please  

contact the church if you need     

transportation. 

Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, January 9, 16 and 23: 

• D-Marr-D Small Group meets at 1:00 p.m. 

at D-Marr-D 

 

Wednesday, January 9: 

• God Squad Volunteers Organizational 

and Prayer Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, January 13, 20 and 27: 

• Women’s Small Group meets at            

5:30 p.m. at the home of Karen Patterson 

 

Wednesday, January 16, 23 and 30: 

• God Squad meets at BCC—                        

a simple meal is served at 6:15 p.m.    

and programming for all ages, including 

adults, runs from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship Attendance for December 

Date Worship Elementary 
Encore 

Toddler 
Encore 

Infant 
Encore 

Total 

12-2-18 116 23 3 0 142 

12-9-18 141 28 4 3 176 

12-16-18 124 19 3 2 148 

12-23-18 139 18 4 2 163 

12-24-18  
Christmas Eve 

141    141 

12-30-18 112 22 3 0 137 

      

      

Please contact the church office for more information 
about any of the programs or events listed here. 

217-488-6204 

SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS 
ABOUT ALL THE                

UPCOMING PROGRAMS   
AND SMALL GROUP STUDIES     

AT BCC! 

Thursday, January 17: 

• Pleasant Plains Small Group meets at  

7:00 p.m. at the home of  Joe and 

Tara McCann 

 

Saturday, January 19: 

• AHG Troop IL1824 Daddy/Daughter 

Date 

 

Thursday, January 28 to February 13: 

• Philippines Mission Trip with the   

Mathetes ministry 

Happy 

New 

Year! 
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