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Dominant Thought: The Jesus Way will change your life, and may 
even take your life, but is the only way to save your life.  

Objectives:  

I want my listeners to understand the two ways of life:  with Jesus and 
without Jesus.  There is not a third alternative.  

I want my listeners to feel amazed at the authority of Jesus.  

I want my listeners to practice the different way Jesus offers.  

As we begin, I want to play a game.  With a show of hands, I want you to 
raise your hand on which choice you prefer.  Would you rather go to the 
mountains or the beach?  Other choices are: Pepsi or Coke?  Rock n’ Roll 
or Country AND Western?  Dogs or Cats?  Hamburger or Hot dog?    

As we conclude the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus will offer a series of 
choices to the crowds and the disciples.  Essentially, it is two choices given 
in a handful of different ways.  As we come to Matthew 7.13-29, we’ll look 
at five pairs of choices that Jesus offers as He concludes His sermon.  

First, Jesus highlights two ways:  life and death (Matthew 7.13-
14).  This pair is not the first pair Jesus has offered in this sermon.  He told 
His students they are salt and light (Matthew 5.13-14).  He taught them 
about two treasures:  earth and heaven (Matthew 6.19-21), two 
eyes:  healthy and unhealthy (Matthew 6.22-23), and two masters:  God 
and money (Matthew 6.24).  

Now, Jesus commands His followers to enter through the narrow gate.  The 
wide gate and broad road leads to destruction and many enter through 
it.  Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few 
find it.  

The Psalms opens up with two ways in Psalm 1.  Blessed is the man who 
walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners nor 
sits in the seat of scoffers, but his delight is in the law of the Lord and on 
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His law he meditates day and night (Psalm 1.1-2).  Then, the Psalm closes 
with “for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.”  Psalm 1 starts with blessed and ends with perish.  Two 
roads.  Two ways:  life and death.  

Have you ever traveled to the mountains?  When you think of mountain 
roads do you think of 5 and 6 lane highways or small, tight hairpin 
curves?  Roads in the mountains are different than roads on the 
plains.  The roads on many of the islands that have mountains have mirrors 
on the curves so you can see if there is a car coming at you.  The road we 
take from Nationwide Youth Roundup down to the South Platte River is 
another one of those tight narrow roads.  The type of road that you look 
over the side and see a long drop off.  

Only a few travel those mountain roads.  Jesus tells His followers, that the 
gate is small, and the road is narrow and only a few find it.  The Jesus way 
is the road less traveled.  The Jesus way is not the path of popular opinion.  

Also, my friends, hear this message.  Jesus highlights two roads:  life and 
death.  Many want a third option.  Jesus doesn’t give a third option.  

Which road do you choose today?  

Second, Jesus highlights two fruits:  good and bad (Matthew 7.15-
20).  In Matthew 7.15, Jesus warns His students, “Watch out for false 
prophets.”  Earlier in Matthew 6.1, Jesus warned, “Beware not to practice 
your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them.”  Jesus wants His 
followers to watch out for false prophets.  Israel had stiff penalties for false 
prophets in the Old Testament—you killed them (Deuteronomy 18.20-22).  

Jesus warns that false prophets will come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ferocious wolves (Matthew 7.15).  The apostle Paul warns the 
elders of Ephesus in Acts 20.29-31, “I know that after I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock.  Even from your 
own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 
disciples after them.  So be on your guard!”  

Jesus warned that you will be able to tell the difference by the fruits they 
bear.  Good trees produce good fruit and bad trees bear bad fruits.  The 
word for bad is actually “rotten.”  It may take some time, but you will be able 
to discern or judge these prophets.  Two times Jesus highlights, “by their 
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fruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7.16, 20).  The test is in their fruit—
good or rotten.  

Jesus also gives the example by saying people don’t pick grapes from 
thornbushes or figs from thistles.  Good trees bear good fruit.  

The half-brother of Jesus, James, picks up on this theme in his letter to the 
tribes scattered abroad in James 3.9-12.  (Read verses)  

In Revelation 13.11, 14, John sees a vision of a lamb that speaks like a 
dragon whose mission is to deceive the inhabitants of the earth.  Looks like 
a lamb, speaks like a dragon.  Looks like a lamb and inside is a ferocious 
wolf.  

In C.S. Lewis’s final book in The Chronicles of Narnia, The Last Battle, he 
introduces us to an Ape who seems to have impure motives and a donkey 
who cares even less.  He coaxes the donkey to wear the skin of a Lion.  In 
the stories, the Lion is Aslan, the great lion, who reminds us of Jesus.  So, 
in this last book, one who looks like Jesus, but really is a donkey, is used to 
deceive the people of Narnia.    

The Ape plans to use them to work and do his bidding, forced labor.  The 
beasts reply, “It can’t be true.  Aslan would never sell us into slavery to the 
King of Calormen” … “Who said anything about slavery?  You won’t be 
slaves.  You’ll be paid—very good wages too.  That is to say, your pay will 
be paid into Aslan’s treasury and he will use it for everybody’s good.” … 
“Now don’t you start arguing,” said the Ape, “for it’s a thing I won’t 
stand.  I’m a Man:  you’re only a fat, stupid old Bear.  What do you know 
about freedom?  You think freedom means doing what you like.  Well, 
you’re wrong.  that isn’t true freedom.  True freedom means doing what I 
tell you.” ...  

“Please, please,” said the high voice of a woolly lamb, who was so young 
that everyone was surprised he dared speak at all.  

“What is it now?” said the Ape.  “Be quick.”  

“Please,” said the Lamb, “I can’t understand.  What have we to do with the 
Calormenes?  We belong to Aslan.  They belong to Tash.  They have a god 
called Tash.  They say he has four arms and the head of a vulture.  They 
kill Men on his altar.  I don’t believe there’s any such person as Tash.  But if 
there was, how could Aslan be friends with him?”  
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All the animals cocked their heads sideways and all their bright eyes 
flashed toward the Ape.  They knew it was the best question anyone had 
asked yet.  

The Ape jumped up and spat at the Lamb. (The Last Battle, chapter, “The 
Ape in Its Glory,” pp. 36-38).  

By their fruits you will recognize them.  Watch out for false prophets and 
rotten fruits.  

Third, Jesus highlights two people:  devoted and deceived (Matthew 
7.21-23).  I can still remember sitting in the classroom at Restoration Hall 
on the campus of Lincoln Christian University with Dr. Robert Lowery.  He 
shared with us in class, “These are the scariest verses in the Bible.”  

The two types of people in this section is devoted and deceived.  Those 
devoted are those who do the will of the Father in heaven.  Followers of 
Jesus practice or act upon the Father’s will.  They obey the teachings of 
Jesus.    

The second group is deceived.  They say the right words, “Lord, Lord.”  It is 
said twice and repeated twice (Matthew 7.21, 22).  This appears to be more 
than a kind and respectful greeting.  

Second, this group speaks and performs mighty actions in the name of 
Jesus.  They prophesy, cast out demons, and perform miracles…in the 
name of Jesus.  These are not your average people.  These people are 
powerful servants of Jesus, but they are missing something.  They are 
missing a relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

They may have the public fooled, but they are not fooling the Father.  They 
may not be praying, “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  

Hear these scary words of Jesus in Matthew 7.23, “Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!’”  Jesus doesn’t 
know these people who acknowledge Him as Lord, perform mighty works in 
His name, but neglect the Father’s will.  

They have been deceived in thinking activity for God is intimacy with God.  

Here’s the picture we have of a relationship with Jesus.  
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Revelation 21.1-3 describe the people of God as a bride beautifully dressed 
for her husband.  Then, we hear the words from the throne, “God’s dwelling 
place is now among His people.”    

Revelation also includes beatitudes like Jesus used to begin this 
sermon.  The final beatitude of the Bible is Revelation 22.14, “Blessed are 
those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life 
and may go through the gates into the city.”  

Do you spend enough time with Jesus that He would recognize you?  

Fourth, Jesus highlights two foundations:  wise and foolish (Matthew 
7.24-27).  Jesus circles back to the theme of hearing and doing.  We must 
respond to the teachings of Jesus with action and obedience.   

Again, a good commentary on the Sermon on the Mount is the book of 
James.  

James 1:22 ESV  

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  

The trouble with the foundation is that it is hidden from view.  John Stott 
shares, “Only a storm will reveal the truth” (Sermon on the Mount, p. 209).  

The builders each experience the same storm:  rains down, streams rose, 
winds blew and beat against the house.  The difference is the 
foundation.  The wise one builds on rock.  The foolish one (where we get 
the English word “moron”) builds on sand.  

Jesus concludes this sermon in a way I generally don’t.  He closes this 
sermon on a downer—and the fall of it was great!  The end.  

Scot McKnight retells the following story (Sermon on the Mount, where he 
cites his source, P. Glynn, A Song for Nagasaki: The Story of Takashi 
Nagai, Scientist, Convert, and Survivor of the Atomic Bomb (San 
Francisco: Ignatius, 1988). I refer to and quote from pp. 148, 233–34, 238). 
Dr. Takashi Nagai was a convert from Buddhism to the Catholic Christian 
faith.  He married a woman who had been praying for his conversion for 
years.  Dr. Nagai was in his radiology laboratory near Nagasaki, Japan, 
that fateful day in 1945.  His wife, Midori, immediately died when the bomb 
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was dropped.  Their two children were safe with their grandmother, 
sheltered in the protection of hills.   

Dr. Nagai’s story is of a man who knew what it meant to live a single-
minded, devoted-to-the-Lord life in which his job was transformed into a gift 
to God and to the church community around him.    Here’s how he 
described treating patients who suffered from the nuclear fallout while he 
himself was withering away due to radiation poisoning:  

Those words in the Sermon on the Mount “blessed are those who weep” 
should be taken literally by doctors.  A real doctor suffers with each 
patient.  If the patient is frightened of dying, so is the doctor….  Each 
patient becomes your brother, your sister, your mother, for whom you drop 
everything else....  I’ve come to understand that medicine is a vocation, a 
personal call from God—which means that examining a patient, taking an 
x-ray, or giving an injection is part of the kingdom of God.  When I realized 
that, I found myself praying for each patient I treated.  

Earlier his wife shared, “We said before we married … that if our lives are 
spent for the glory of God, then life and death are beautiful.  You have 
given everything you had for work that was very, very important.  It was for 
His glory.”  Dr. Nagai’s response, “He was fighting to hold back tears, not 
for himself, but tears of gratitude.  He sensed he was in the presence of 
holiness.”  

That’s one example of what it looks like to build your life on the wise rock of 
Christ Jesus.  

That’s the end of the sermon proper, Matthew 7.27, and great was the 
crash.  Thankfully, Matthew records how the people responded to the 
sermon in Matthew 7.28-29.  

Fifth, we see two teachers:  Jesus and everyone else (Matthew 7.28-
29).  “When Jesus finished saying these things...” is Matthew’s way of 
saying the sermon is over.  Matthew will say something similar four more 
times in his gospel (Matthew 11.1; 13.53; 19.1; 26.1).  Matthew’s gospel 
includes 5 major sermons of Jesus.  After Jesus finished preaching, “the 
crowds were amazed at his teaching.”  Some translations use the word 
“astonish” to capture the response of the people.  It could mean they were 
struck by or in awe of his teaching.  What caused this reaction?  Jesus 
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taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law 
(scribes).  The authority of Jesus amazed the crowds.  

The authority of Jesus is a theme that runs from the beginning to the end of 
Matthew’s gospel.  Matthew 1.1 begins, “The genealogy of Jesus the 
Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”  Matthew wants his 
audience to see Jesus as the Messiah or King.  He is the son of the great 
king, David.  He is the son of the promise of blessing, Abraham.  Jesus is 
One who has authority.  

Then, in Matthew 5, Jesus goes to the mountain and sits down as the 
Teacher not to abolish the law of Moses, but to fulfill the law.  The sermon 
on the mountain closes with the crowds amazed at the teaching of Jesus 
because He taught as One who has authority and not as their teachers.  

Matthew concludes by showing us Jesus on another mountain after He 
rose from the dead.  Listen to the final words of Jesus recorded in the 
gospel of Matthew in Matthew 28.19-20, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me.  Therefor go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

Jesus has the authority and the people recognized something different 
about Jesus when compared to the other teachers around.  

“His teaching was authoritative always, overbearing and dogmatic never” 
(James S. Stewart, The Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ, p. 68).  

So, we come to the end of this challenging sermon Jesus preached.  To 
summarize, The Jesus way will change your life, and may take your 
life, but is the only way to save your life.  

Studies show we make about 35,000 decision every day (See article by 
Eva Krockow in Psychology Today, from September 27, 2018, 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/stretching-theory/201809/how-
many-decisions-do-we-make-each-day).  Today, we’ve looked at five sets 
of choices that really are illustrations of the same choice, with or without 
Jesus.  Two ways:  life or death.  Two fruits:  good or bad/rotten.  Two 
people:  devoted or deceived.  Two foundations:  wise or foolish.  Two 
teachers:  Jesus or everyone else.  Jesus is the One who has the 
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authority.  Greater than King David, Abraham, and Moses.  Greater than 
any teacher before or since.  Jesus, the King.    

Today, can be the day you choose to reaffirm your allegiance to follow 
Jesus on the Way of His kingdom mission different from the world around 
us.  Today, can be the day you begin Your Journey on the Jesus Way.  I 
encourage you to talk to someone today about the choice you’ve made. 


