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(Introduction) What’s up church! I am excited to be up here to speak with 
you today! Today we will be going through Matthew 5:21-26 so you can 
turn your Bibles there! I’m gonna start out with a little story. This one 
specific time I was mad at my brother for some reason. I was probably 6 or 
7 and I don’t even remember what he did to make me mad or why I was 
frustrated, but our house has a hallway where each kid’s room is, and I go 
RUNNING out of my room after my brother. He shuts his door and locks it 
before I can get to it, and I start banging on his door. I get to the point 
where I am so mad, I start kicking his door. He ended up opening it, but his 
bedroom door ended up breaking. I can just tell you my parents weren’t 
that happy that I cracked the door. Like I was MAD. So, I'm now going to 
ask these 2 questions: have you ever been angry at someone? And the 
second one is, have you ever murdered someone? What if I told you the 
answer to the first question would be the same answer as the second 
question! Some of you might think I am crazy and might start questioning 
why you came to church this morning. But Jesus talks about this a little in 
Matthew 5:21-26. He connects murdering someone to our anger. I have 
definitely been angry before and it usually happens when I’m driving, and I 
see a car that is either driving super-fast or they aren’t using their turn 
signal, or they get super close to me for my liking or when they pull out right 
in front of me. That just makes me so angry when other drivers do that, but 
Jesus actually says when we get angry it is more than just anger! And let’s 
jump right into our passage and see what He means by that!  

  

(Read Matthew 5:21&22) Jesus says “You all know it was said not to 
murder” but then He says “But this is what it really means…. You are 
subject to murder if you are angry with your brother or sister!” These words 
Jesus is saying are very powerful, because who here has been angry at 
someone? I should see every hand up because we all have been angry at 



someone and that makes us murderers! Let’s break it down, what happens 
when you murder someone? They die, their heart no longer beats. Jesus is 
connecting murder to anger! He is pretty much saying that when you are 
angry with someone you are taking a stab at their heart when you say, “you 
fool” or “Raca” (which means you are calling them worthless and empty). 
You are attacking their life. You don’t want them there. They are 
meaningless and worthless. I don’t think we understand the extremity of 
calling someone a fool or worthless! Our words are just words, right? 
Actually, in Proverbs 12:18 it says, “The words of the reckless pierce like 
swords….” When you think of a murderer, who do you think of? Maybe you 
think of Jeffery Dahmer, a man from Milwaukee who killed 17 men, or 
maybe Ted Bundy who killed 30 young women, or maybe even John 
Wayne Gacy, a man who dressed up as a clown and murdered 33 boys 
and young men! Kinda sounds like here that Jesus is connecting us to 
these murderers that we see as criminals. He is kinda saying we are equal 
to them, that we are just as guilty as them, and that our punishment should 
be the fire of hell like what Jesus states in verse 22. People say murderers 
don’t have a specific look, but I think that's a little twisted, the look of a 
murderer is everyone you see! Jesus states that our words destroy lives. I 
think what Jesus is trying to say is our words and thoughts make us 
murderers. Are you scared yet? Let’s move forward to see what Jesus has 
to say due to this.  

  

(Read Matthew 5:23&24) Jesus goes on and says due to what I just said 
you are to do this… which is to leave the altar and go straighten things out 
with someone that has a grudge against you. Back then an Altar was used 
for offerings, and times of worship, it was pretty much church for them, so if 
we were to put this into action, if anyone here knows someone that has a 
grudge against you, they would leave church right now in the middle of 
church, go straighten things out with whoever is mad at them, AND THEN 
you will come and give your offering! Jesus says, go make things right and 
then give your offering. This may sound a little wonky, a little crazy. You 
might be thinking “Jesus why do we have to do this? It sounds crazy you 
would have us leave worship with You just to settle some grievances 
someone has against me?” The short answer is because Jesus said so. 
The long answer is long. It’s because Jesus knows how far a grievance can 
go. He knows what it leads to. He knows how dangerous it is, not just for 
the people we hate, but also for ourselves. It might lead to actual murder. 
God created us and made us and knows what His creation does and what 



we are capable of. The crazy thing to me is God still loves us despite all 
this! Despite us being murderers, God loves us. In fact, God still loves the 
murderers I stated. Jesus gives us one more example in verses 25-26.  

  

(Ready Matthew 5:25-26) Jesus puts this situation in as another example. If 
you hate your brother or sister, you are to again go to them and settle 
matters quickly or else you will be found guilty as Jesus says that the 
Judge will hand you over to the officer and the officer will throw you into 
prison! Now let's look back at verse 21, the word “court” was also 
mentioned, and I think these two parts of the text connect! With you being 
sent to court in Jesus’s example you will be answerable to the court, and 
you will be found guilty and thrown into prison, but I don’t think it is the 
metal, barred, bricked, walled kind of prison we are thinking of. Jesus here 
is connecting prison to the consequences of murder which is the fire of hell 
as Jesus states in verse 22. We deserve no less punishment than the 
punishment of the fire of hell. “And truly you will not get out until you have 
paid the last penny.”   

  

Conclusion: Our words and thoughts make us murderers! “So, what does 
this mean now Mr. Preacher man?” Good news is we don’t have to go to 
hell for the people we have killed or attempted to kill because Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior, died on the cross for us so we can spend eternity with 
Him even though we deserve to go to hell! This is what the author John 
Stott says we should do, he says, “If we want to avoid committing murder in 
God’s sight, we must take every possible positive step to live in peace and 
love with all men.” We must take the most positive step possible we can 
take! I think Psalm 1:1-2 tells us clearly what we should do. It says, 
“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose 
delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and 
night.” This is why I love it that our church is going through the 21 Days 
with God because it helps us all meditate on His law daily!  For our 21 Days 
with God, I have chosen the word, “Honor” for 2023.  Honoring one 
another blesses God’s heart! Let's Pray.  

 


